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Preface
This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary currently being
used in a wide range of healthcare situations. The areas covered include the
technical language used in diagnosis, patient care, surgery, pathology,
general practice, pharmacy, dentistry and other specialisations, as well as
anatomical and physiological terms. Informal, everyday and sometimes
euphemistic terms commonly used by people in discussing their condition
with healthcare professionals are also included, as are common words used
in reading or writing reports, articles or guidelines.
The dictionary is designed for anyone who needs to check the meaning or
pronunciation of medical terms, but especially for those working in
health-related areas who may not be healthcare professionals or for whom
English is an additional language. Each headword is explained in clear,
straightforward English. Pronunciations, uncommon plurals and uncommon
verb forms are provided. Illustrations of some basic anatomical terms are
also included.
Very many people have helped or advised on the compilation and checking
of the dictionary in its various editions. In particular, thanks are due to Dr
Judith Harvey for her helpful comments and advice on this fourth edition
and to Dr Marie Condon for some revisions and clarification. Also to Lesley
Bennun, Lesley Brown and Margaret Baker who copy-edited the text and
Dinah Jackson who revised the pronunciations.

Pronunciation Guide
The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.
Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (  ) and a secondary stress mark (  ) . Note
that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its position
in the sentence.
Vowels

ɑ
ɒ
a
aυ
aə
aυə
ɔ
ɔ
e
eə
e
eυ

i
i
ə

ə
u
u
υ
υə
'

back
harm
stop
type
how
hire
hour
course
annoy
head
fair
make
go
word
keep
happy
about
fit
near
annual
pool
book
tour
shut

Consonants
b
d
ð
d
f

h
j
k
l
m
n
ŋ
p
r
s
ʃ
t
tʃ
θ
v
w
x

z

buck
dead
other
jump
fare
gold
head
yellow
cab
leave
mix
nil
sing
print
rest
save
shop
take
change
theft
value
work
loch
measure
zone
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A
A /e/ noun a human blood type of the ABO
system, containing the A antigen (NOTE: SomeA

one with type A can donate to people of the
same group or of the AB group, and can receive
blood from people with type A or type O.)
AA abbr Alcoholics Anonymous
A & E /e ənd i /, A & E department /e ənd
i d pɑ tmənt/ noun same as accident and
emergency department
A & E medicine /e ənd i med(ə)sn/
noun the medical procedures used in A & E deAA

A & E







A & E medicine



partments
AB /e bi / noun a human blood type of the
ABO system, containing the A and B antigens
AB



(NOTE: Someone with type AB can donate to
people of the same group and receive blood
from people with type O, A, AB or B.)
ab- /b/ prefix away from
ABC /e bi si / noun the basic initial checks
of a casualty’s condition. Full form airway,
breathing and circulation
abdomen / bdəmən/ noun a space inside
ab-

ABC



abdomen



the body below the diaphragm, above the pelvis and in front of the spine, containing the
stomach, intestines, liver and other vital organs 쑗 pain in the abdomen (NOTE: For other
terms referring to the abdomen, see words beginning with coeli-, coelio-.)
COMMENT: The abdomen is divided for medical purposes into nine regions: at the top, the
right and left hypochondriac regions with the
epigastrium between them; in the centre, the
right and left lumbar regions with the umbilical
between them; and at the bottom, the right
and left iliac regions with the hypogastrium
between them.
abdomin- /bdɒmn/ prefix same as abdomino- (used before vowels)
abdominal /b dɒmn(ə)l/ adjective located
abdomin-

abdominal



in the abdomen, or relating to the abdomen
abdominal aorta /bdɒmn(ə)l e ɔ tə/
noun the part of the aorta which lies between
the diaphragm and the point where the aorta
divides into the iliac arteries. See illustration at
KIDNEY in Supplement
abdominal cavity /bdɒmn(ə)l kvti/
noun the space in the body below the chest
abdominal aorta



abdominal cavity





abdominal distension /bdɒmn(ə)l ds
tenʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which the abdomen is stretched because of gas or fluid
abdominal pain /b dɒmn(ə)l pen/ noun
pain in the abdomen caused by indigestion or
more serious disorders
abdominal viscera /bdɒmn(ə)l vsərə/
plural noun the organs which are contained in
the abdomen, e.g. the stomach, liver and intestines
abdominal wall /b dɒmn(ə)l wɔ l/ noun
muscular tissue which surrounds the abdomen
abdomino- /bdɒmnəυ/ prefix referring to
the abdomen
abdominopelvic /bdɒmnəυ pelvk/ adjective referring to the abdomen and pelvis
abdominoperineal
/bdɒmnəυper
ni əl/ adjective referring to the abdomen and
perineum
abdominoperineal
excision /bdɒ
mnəυperni əl k s(ə)n/ noun a surgical
operation that involves cutting out tissue in
both the abdomen and the perineum
abdominoposterior
/bdɒmnəυpɒ
stəriə/ adjective referring to a position of a
fetus in the uterus, where the fetus’s abdomen
is facing the mother’s back
abdominoscopy /bdɒm nɒskəpi/ noun
an internal examination of the abdomen, usually with an endoscope
abdominothoracic /bdɒmnəυθɔ rsk/
adjective referring to the abdomen and thorax
abduce /b dju s/ verb same as abduct
abducens nerve /b dju s(ə)nz n! v/
noun the sixth cranial nerve, which controls
the muscle which makes the eyeball turn outwards
abducent /b dju s(ə)nt/ adjective referring
to a muscle which brings parts of the body
away from each other or moves them away
from the central line of the body or a limb.
Compare adducent
abducent nerve /b dju sənt n! v/ noun
same as abducens nerve
abduct /b d"kt/ verb (of a muscle) to pull a
leg or arm in a direction which is away from
abdominal distension





abdominal pain



abdominal viscera



abdominal wall



abdomino-

abdominopelvic





abdominoperineal





abdominoperineal excision









abdominoposterior





abdominoscopy





abdominothoracic





abduce



abducens nerve



abducent



abducent nerve



abduct
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abduction

2

the centre line of the body, or to pull a toe or
finger away from the central line of a leg or
arm. Compare adduct
abduction /b d"kʃən/ noun the movement
of a part of the body away from the centre line
of the body or away from a neighbouring part.
Opposite adduction. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
abduction



‘Mary was nursed in a position of not more than 90°
upright with her legs in abduction.’ [British
Journal of Nursing]
abductor /b d"ktə/, abductor muscle /b
d"ktə m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle which pulls a
abductor





part of the body away from the centre line of
the body or away from a neighbouring part.
Opposite adductor
aberrant / berənt/ adjective not usual or expected
aberration /bə reʃ(ə)n/ noun an action or
growth which is not usual or expected
ablation / bleʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of
an organ or of a part of the body by surgery
abnormal /b nɔ m(ə)l/ adjective not usual
쑗 abnormal behaviour 쑗 an abnormal movement
aberrant



aberration





ablation



abnormal



‘…the synovium produces an excess of synovial fluid, which is abnormal and becomes thickened. This
causes pain, swelling and immobility of the affected
joint.’ [Nursing Times]
abnormality /bnɔ mlti/ noun a form or
condition which is not usual (NOTE: For other
terms referring to abnormality, see words beginning with terat-, terato-.)
‘Even children with the milder forms of sickle-cell
disease have an increased frequency of pneumococcal infection. The reason for this susceptibility is a
profound abnormality of the immune system in children with SCD.’ [Lancet]
abocclusion /bɒ klu (ə)n/ noun a condiabnormality





abocclusion





tion in which the teeth in the top and bottom
jaws do not touch
aboral /b ɔ rəl/ adjective situated away
from or opposite the mouth
abort /ə bɔ t/ verb to eject an embryo or fetus,
or to cause an embryo or fetus to be ejected,
and so end a pregnancy before the fetus is fully
developed
abortifacient /əbɔ t feʃ(ə)nt/ noun a drug
or instrument which provokes an abortion
abortion /ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a situation where
a fetus leaves the uterus before it is fully developed, especially during the first 28 weeks of
pregnancy, or a procedure which causes this to
happen 왍 to have an abortion to have an operation to make a fetus leave the uterus during
the first period of pregnancy
aboral



abort



abortifacient





abortion



COMMENT:

In the UK, an abortion can be carried out legally if two doctors agree that the
mother’s life is in danger, that she risks grave
permanent injury to the physical or mental
health of herself or her children, or that the fetus is likely to be born with severe disabilities.

abortionist /ə bɔ ʃ(ə)nst/ noun a person
who helps a woman abort, usually a person
who performs an illegal abortion
abortion pill /ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n pl/ noun a drug
that causes an abortion to occur very early in
pregnancy
abortion trauma syndrome /əbɔ ʃ(ə)n
trɔ mə sndrəυm / noun a set of symptoms
sometimes experienced in the period after an
abortion including guilt, anxiety, depression,
low self-esteem, eating and sleeping disorders
and suicidal thoughts
abortive /ə bɔ tv/ adjective not successful 쑗
an abortive attempt
abortive poliomyelitis /əbɔ tv pəυliəυ
maə lats/ noun a mild form of polio which
only affects the throat and intestines
abortus /ə bɔ təs/ noun a fetus which is expelled during an abortion or miscarriage
abortus fever /ə bɔ təs fi və/ noun same as
abortionist



abortion pill



abortion trauma syndrome



abortive



abortive poliomyelitis







abortus



abortus fever



brucellosis

ABO system /e bi əυ sstəm/ noun a
system of classifying blood groups. 쒁 blood
ABO system



group

abrasion /ə bre(ə)n/ noun a condition in
which the surface of the skin has been rubbed
off by a rough surface and bleeds
abrasion



COMMENT: As the intact skin is an efficient barrier to bacteria, even minor abrasions can allow infection to enter the body and thus
should be cleaned and treated with an antiseptic.
abreact /bri kt/ verb to release unconabreact





scious psychological tension by talking about
or regularly remembering the events that
caused it
abreaction /bri kʃən/ noun the treatment of a person with a neurosis by making
him or her think again about past bad experiences
abruptio placentae /əbr"ptiəυ plə senti /
noun an occasion when the placenta suddenly
comes away from the uterus earlier than it
should, often causing shock and bleeding
abscess / bses/ noun a painful swollen
area where pus forms 쑗 She had an abscess
under a tooth. 쑗 The doctor decided to lance
the abscess. (NOTE: The formation of an abscess
abreaction





abruptio placentae





abscess



is often accompanied by a high temperature.
The plural is abscesses.)
COMMENT: An acute abscess can be dealt with
by opening and draining when it has reached
the stage where sufficient pus has been
formed. A chronic abscess is usually treated
with drugs.
absolute alcohol /bsəlu t lkəhɒl/
noun alcohol which contains no water
absorb /əb zɔ b/ verb to take up or soak up
something, especially a liquid, into a solid 쑗
absolute alcohol



absorb



Cotton wads are used to absorb the discharge
from the wound.
absorbable suture /əbzɔ bəb(ə)l su tʃə/
noun a suture which will eventually be ababsorbable suture
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3
sorbed into the body, and does not need to be
removed
absorbent cotton /əbzɔ bənt kɒt(ə)n/
noun a soft white material used as a dressing to
put on wounds
absorption /əb zɔ pʃən/ noun 1. the process
by which a liquid is taken into a solid 2. the
process of taking into the body substances
such as proteins or fats which have been digested from food and enter the bloodstream
from the stomach and intestines 왍 absorption
rate the rate at which a liquid is absorbed by a
solid
abstainer /əb stenə/ noun a person who
does not drink alcohol
abstinence / bstnəns/ noun a deliberate
act of not doing something over a period of
time, especially not eating or drinking 쑗 abstinence from alcohol
abulia /ə bu liə/ noun a lack of willpower
abuse noun /ə bju s/ 1. the act of using something wrongly 쑗 the abuse of a privilege 2. the
illegal use of a drug or overuse of alcohol 쑗
substance abuse 3. same as child abuse 4. bad
treatment of a person 쑗 physical abuse 쑗 sexual abuse 쐽 verb /ə bju z/ 1. to use something
wrongly 쑗 Heroin and cocaine are drugs
which are commonly abused. 왍 to abuse one’s
authority to use one’s powers in an illegal or
harmful way 2. to treat someone badly 쑗 sexually abused children 쑗 He had physically
abused his wife and child.
a.c. adverb (used on prescriptions) before
food. Full form ante cibum
acanthosis /əkn θəυss/ noun a disease of
the prickle cell layer of the skin, where warts
appear on the skin or inside the mouth
acapnia /e kpniə/ noun the condition of
not having enough carbon dioxide in the blood
and tissues
acariasis /kə raəss/ noun the presence
of mites or ticks on the skin
acaricide /ə krsad/ noun a substance
which kills mites or ticks
acarophobia /kərə fəυbiə/ noun an unusual fear of mites or ticks
acatalasia /ektə leziə/ noun an inherited
condition which results in a lack of catalase in
all tissue
accessory /ək sesəri/ noun something
which helps something else to happen or operate, but may not be very important in itself 쐽
adjective helping something else to happen or
operate
accessory nerve /ək sesəri n! v/ noun the
eleventh cranial nerve which supplies the muscles in the neck and shoulders
accessory organ /əksesəri ɔ &ən/ noun
an organ which has a function which is controlled by another organ
absorbent cotton



absorption



abstainer



abstinence



abulia



abuse





a.c.

acanthosis





acapnia



acariasis





acaricide



acarophobia





acatalasia





accessory



accessory nerve



accessory organ



acetabulum
accident / ksd(ə)nt/ noun 1. an unpleasant
event which happens suddenly and harms
someone’s health 쑗 She had an accident in the
kitchen and had to go to hospital. 쑗 Three people were killed in the accident on the motorway. 2. chance, or something which happens
by chance 쑗 I met her by accident at the bus
stop.
accidental injury /ksdent(ə)l ndəri/
noun an injury that happens to someone in an
accident
accident and emergency department /
ksd(ə)nt ənd  m! dənsi dpɑ tmənt/
noun the part of a hospital which deals with
people who need urgent treatment because
they have had accidents or are in sudden serious pain. Abbr A & E
accident form / ksd(ə)nt fɔ m/, accident
report form /ksd(ə)nt r pɔ t fɔ m/ noun a
form to be filled in with details of an accident
accident prevention /ksd(ə)nt pr
venʃən/ noun the work of taking action or
changing procedures to prevent accidents from
happening
accident ward / ksd(ə)nt wɔ d/ noun a
ward for urgent accident victims. Also called
accident



accidental injury



accident and emergency department







accident form







accident prevention





accident ward



casualty ward

accommodation /əkɒmə deʃ(ə)n/, accommodation
reflex
/əkɒmə deʃ(ə)n
ri fleks/ noun (of the lens of the eye) the ability to focus on objects at different distances,
using the ciliary muscle
accommodative squint /əkɒmədetv
skwnt/ noun a squint when the eye is trying
to focus on an object which is very close
accouchement /ə ku ʃmɒŋ/ noun the time
when a woman is being looked after because
her baby is being born, or has just been born
accretion /ə kri ʃ(ə)n/ noun a gradual increase in size, as through growth or external
addition 쑗 an accretion of calcium around the
joint
ACE /es/ noun an enzyme that increases
blood pressure
acebutolol /s bju təlɒl/ noun a drug
which reduces both the heart rate and how
strongly the heart muscles contract, used in the
treatment of high blood pressure and irregular
heart rhythms
ACE inhibitor / es nhbtə/ noun same as
accommodation









accommodative squint



accouchement



accretion



ACE



acebutolol





ACE inhibitor





angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor
acephalus /e sefələs/ noun a fetus born
acephalus



without a head
acetabuloplasty /s tbjυləυplsti/
noun a surgical operation to repair or rebuild
the acetabulum
acetabulum /s tbjυləm/ noun the part
of the pelvic bone, shaped like a cup, into
which the head of the femur fits to form the hip
joint. Also called cotyloid cavity (NOTE: The
acetabuloplasty



acetabulum



plural is acetabula.)
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acetaminophen /əsi tə mnəfən/ noun US
same as paracetamol
acetazolamide /əsi tə zɒləmad/ noun a
drug which helps a person to produce more
urine, used in the treatment of oedema, glaucoma and epilepsy
acetonaemia /əsi təυ ni miə/ same as ketacetaminophen





acetazolamide





acetonaemia





onaemia

larged spleen and the formation of gallstones.
Also called hereditary spherocytosis
achondroplasia /ekɒndrə pleziə/ noun
an inherited condition in which the long bones
in the arms and legs do not grow fully while
the rest of the bones in the body grow as usual,
resulting in dwarfism
achromatopsia /ekrəυmə tɒpsiə/ noun a
rare condition in which a person cannot see
any colours, but only black, white and shades
of grey
achy / eki/ adjective feeling aches all over the
body (informal )
aciclovir /e sakləυvə/ noun a drug that is
effective against herpesviruses. Also called
achondroplasia





achromatopsia



acetone / stəυn/ noun a colourless volatile
substance formed in the body after vomiting or
during diabetes. 쒁 ketone
acetonuria /əsi təυ nju riə/ noun the presence of acetone in the urine, shown by the fact
that the urine gives off a sweet smell
acetylcholine /stal kəυli n/ noun a substance released from nerve endings, which allows nerve impulses to move from one nerve
to another or from a nerve to the organ it controls
acetone



acetonuria





acetylcholine





COMMENT:

Acetylcholine receptors are of two
types, muscarinic, found in parasympathetic
post-ganglionic nerve junctions, and nicotinic,
found at neuromuscular junctions and in autonomic ganglia. Acetylcholine acts on both
types of receptors, but other drugs act on one
or the other.
acetylcoenzyme A /stalkəυenzam
e/ noun a compound produced in the metabacetylcoenzyme A





olism of carbohydrates, fatty acids and amino
acids
acetylsalicylic acid /stalsləslk
sd/ noun 쏡 aspirin
achalasia /kə leziə/ noun the condition of
being unable to relax the muscles
ache /ek/ noun a pain which goes on for a
time, but is not very severe 쑗 He complained
of various aches and pains. 쐽 verb to have a
pain in part of the body 쑗 His tooth ached so
much he went to the dentist.
Achilles tendon /əkli z tendən/ noun a
tendon at the back of the ankle which connects
the calf muscles to the heel and which acts to
pull up the heel when the calf muscle is contracted
achillorrhaphy /k lɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to stitch a torn Achilles tendon
achillotomy /k lɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to divide the Achilles tendon
aching / ekŋ/ adjective causing someone a
continuous mild pain 쑗 aching legs
achlorhydria /eklɔ hadriə/ noun a condition in which the gastric juices do not contain
hydrochloric acid, a symptom of stomach cancer or pernicious anaemia
acholia /e kəυliə/ noun the absence or failure of the secretion of bile
acholuria /ekɒ lu riə/ noun the absence of
bile colouring in the urine
acholuric jaundice /ekəlu rk dɔ nds/
noun a disease where unusually round red
blood cells form, leading to anaemia, an enacetylsalicylic acid



achalasia





ache

Achilles tendon



achillorrhaphy





achillotomy





aching



achlorhydria





acholia



acholuria





acholuric jaundice







achy



aciclovir



acyclovir
acid / sd/ noun a chemical compound conacid



taining hydrogen, which reacts with an alkali
to form a salt and water
acidaemia /s di miə/ noun a state in
which the blood has too much acid in it. It is a
feature of untreated severe diabetes.
acid–base balance /sd bes bləns/
noun the balance between acid and base, i.e.
the pH level, in plasma
acidity /ə sdti/ noun 1. the level of acid in a
liquid 쑗 The alkaline solution may help to reduce acidity. 2. same as hyperacidity
acidosis /s dəυss/ noun 1. a condition
when there are more acid waste products such
as urea than usual in the blood because of a
lack of alkali 2. same as acidity
acidotic /s dɒtk/ adjective relating to acidosis
acid reflux /sd ri fl"ks/ noun a condition
caused by a faulty muscle in the oesophagus
allowing the acid in the stomach to pass into
the oesophagus
acid stomach /sd st"mək/ noun same
as hyperacidity
aciduria /s djυəriə/ noun a condition in
which there is a higher level of acidity of the
urine than is desirable
acinus / snəs/ noun 1. a tiny sac which
forms part of a gland 2. part of a lobule in the
lung (NOTE: The plural is acini.)
acne / kni/ noun an inflammation of the sebaceous glands during puberty which makes
blackheads appear on the skin, usually on the
face, neck and shoulders. These blackheads
often then become infected. 쑗 She is using a
cream to clear up her acne.
acne rosacea /kni rəυ zeʃə/ noun same
as rosacea
acne vulgaris /kni vυl &ɑ rs/ noun same
as acne
acoustic /ə ku stk/ adjective relating to
sound or hearing
acoustic nerve /ə ku stk n! v/ noun the
eighth cranial nerve which governs hearing
and balance
acidaemia





acid–base balance



acidity



acidosis





acidotic





acid reflux



acid stomach



aciduria





acinus



acne



acne rosacea





acne vulgaris





acoustic



acoustic nerve



Medicine.fm Page 5 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

5
acoustic
neurofibroma
/əku stk
njυərəυfa brəυmə/, acoustic neuroma /ə
ku stk njυə rəυmə/ noun a tumour in the
sheath of the auditory nerve, causing deafness
acoustic trauma /əku stk trɔ mə/ noun
physical damage caused by sound waves, e.g.
hearing loss, disorientation, motion sickness
or dizziness
acquired /ə kwaəd/ adjective referring to a
condition which is neither congenital nor hereditary and which a person develops after
birth in reaction to his or her environment
acquired immunity /əkwaəd  mju nti/
noun an immunity which a body acquires from
having caught a disease or from immunisation,
not one which is congenital
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
/əkwaəd mjυnəυd fʃ(ə)nsi sndrəυm/,
acquired immune deficiency syndrome /ə
kwaəd m ju n d fʃ(ə)nsi sndrəυm/
noun a viral infection which breaks down the
body’s immune system. Abbr AIDS
acrivastine /ə krvə sti n/ noun a drug
which reduces the amount of histamine produced by the body. It is used in the treatment
of rhinitis, urticaria and eczema.
acro- /krəυ/ prefix referring to a point or tip
acrocephalia /krəυsə feliə/ noun same
as oxycephaly
acrocephaly /krəυ sefəli/ noun same as
acoustic neurofibroma









acoustic trauma



acquired



acquired immunity





acquired immunodeficiency syndrome











acrivastine



acro-

acrocephalia





acrocephaly





oxycephaly

acrocyanosis /krəυsaə nəυss/ noun a
blue coloration of the extremities, i.e. the fingers, toes, ears and nose, which is due to poor
circulation
acrodynia /krəυ dniə/ noun a children’s
disease, caused by an allergy to mercury,
where the child’s hands, feet and face swell
and become pink, and the child is also affected
with fever and loss of appetite. Also called
acrocyanosis





acrodynia





erythroedema, pink disease
acromegaly /krəυ me&əli/ noun a disease
acromegaly





caused by excessive quantities of growth hormone produced by the pituitary gland, causing
a slow enlargement of the hands, feet and jaws
in adults
acromial /ə krəυmiəl/ adjective referring to
the acromion
acromioclavicular
/krəυmaəυklə
vkjυlə/ adjective relating to the acromion
and the clavicle
acromion /ə krəυmiən/ noun the pointed top
of the scapula, which forms the tip of the
shoulder
acronyx / krɒnks, ekrɒnks/ noun a
condition in which a nail grows into the flesh
acroparaesthesia
/krəυprs θi ziə/
noun a condition in which the patient experiences sharp pains in the arms and numbness in
the fingers after sleep
acromial



acromioclavicular





acromion



acronyx





acroparaesthesia





acuity
acrophobia /krə fəυbiə/ noun a fear of
heights
acrosclerosis /krəυsklə rəυss/ noun
sclerosis which affects the extremities
ACTH abbr adrenocorticotrophic hormone
actinomycin /ktnəυ masn/ noun an antibiotic used in the treatment of children with
cancer
actinomycosis /ktnəυma kəυss/ noun
a fungal disease transmitted to humans from
cattle, causing abscesses in the mouth and
lungs (pulmonary actinomycosis) or in the ileum (intestinal actinomycosis)
action potential / kʃən pətenʃəl/ noun a
temporary change in electrical potential which
occurs between the inside and the outside of a
nerve or muscle fibre when a nerve impulse is
sent
active / ktv/ adjective 1. (of a person) lively
and energetic 쑗 Although she is over eighty
she is still very active. Opposite passive 2. (of
a disease) having an effect on a patient 쑗 experienced two years of active rheumatoid disease Compare dormant 3. (of a drug) having
medicinal effect
active immunity /ktv  mju nti/ noun
immunity which is acquired by catching and
surviving an infectious disease or by vaccination with a weakened form of the disease,
which makes the body form antibodies
active ingredient /ktv n &ri diənt/
noun the main medicinal ingredient of an ointment or lotion, as opposed to the base
active movement /ktv mu vmənt/
noun movement made by a person using his or
her own willpower and muscles
active principle /ktv prnsp(ə)l/ noun
the main medicinal ingredient of a drug which
makes it have the required effect on a person
activities of daily living /ktvtiz əv
deli lvŋ/ noun a scale used by geriatricians
and occupational therapists to assess the capacity of elderly or disabled people to live independently. Abbr ADLs
activity /k tvti/ noun 1. what someone
does 쑗 difficulty with activities such as walking and dressing 2. the characteristic behaviour of a chemical 쑗 The drug’s activity only
lasts a few hours. 왍 antibacterial activity effective action against bacteria
act on / kt ɒn/, act upon / kt əpɒn/ verb
1. to do something as the result of something
which has been said 쑗 He acted on his doctor’s advice and gave up smoking. 2. to have an
effect on someone or something 쑗 The antibiotic acted quickly on the infection.
act out /kt aυt/ verb to express negative
feelings by behaving in a socially unacceptable way
acuity /ə kju ti/ noun keenness of sight,
hearing or intellect
acrophobia





acrosclerosis





ACTH

actinomycin





actinomycosis





action potential





active



active immunity





active ingredient





active movement



active principle



activities of daily living



activity



act on





act out



acuity
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acupressure / kjυpreʃə/ noun a treatment
which is based on the same principle as acupuncture in which, instead of needles, fingers
are used on specific points on the body, called
pressure points
acupuncture / kjυp"ŋktʃə/ noun a treatment based on needles being inserted through
the skin into nerve centres in order to relieve
pain or treat a disorder
acupuncturist / kjυp"ŋktʃərst/ noun a
person who practises acupuncture
acute /ə kju t/ adjective 1. referring to a disease or condition which develops rapidly and
can be dangerous 쑗 an acute abscess Opposite
chronic 2. referring to pain which is sharp and
intense (informal ) 쑗 He felt acute chest pains.
acute abdomen /əkju t bdəmən/ noun
any serious condition of the abdomen which
requires surgery
acute bed /ə kju t bed/ noun a hospital bed
reserved for people requiring immediate treatment
acupressure



acupuncture



acupuncturist





acute



acute abdomen



acute bed



‘…the survey shows a reduction in acute beds in the
last six years. The bed losses forced one hospital to
send acutely ill patients to hospitals up to sixteen
miles away.’ [Nursing Times]
acute care /ə kju t keə/ noun medical or
acute care



surgical treatment in a hospital, usually for a
short period, for a patient with a sudden severe
illness or injury
acute disseminated encephalomyelitis
/əkju t dsemnetd enkefələυmaə
lats/ noun an encephalomyelitis or myelitis
believed to result from an autoimmune attack
on the myelin of the central nervous system
acute glaucoma /əkju t &lɔ kəυmə/ noun
same as angle-closure glaucoma
acute hospital /ə kju t hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a
hospital where people go for major surgery or
intensive care of medical or surgical conditions
acutely /ə kju tli/ adverb 1. having or causing a suddenly developing medical condition
쑗 acutely ill patients 쑗 acutely toxic chemicals
2. extremely (informal )
acute lymphocytic leukaemia /əkju t
lmfəstk lu ki miə/ noun a form of leukaemia that is the commonest cancer affecting
children
acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia /ə
kju t nɒnlmfəstk lu ki miə/ noun a
form of leukaemia that affects adults and children and is usually treated with chemotherapy
acute pancreatitis /əku t pŋkriə tats/
noun inflammation after pancreatic enzymes
have escaped into the pancreas, causing symptoms of acute abdominal pain
acute respiratory distress syndrome /ə
kju t rsprət(ə)ri d stres sndrəυm/
noun an infection of the lungs, often following
injury, which prevents them functioning properly. Abbr ARDS
acute disseminated encephalomyelitis









acute glaucoma





acute hospital



acutely



acute lymphocytic leukaemia





acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia





acute pancreatitis





acute respiratory distress syndrome







acute rheumatism

acute rheumatism noun same as rheumatic
fever

acute rhinitis /əkju t ra nats/ noun a virus infection which causes inflammation of the
mucous membrane in the nose and throat
acute suppurative arthritis /əkju t s"
pjυrətv ɑ θ rats/ noun same as pyarthrosis
acute toxicity /əkju t tɒk ssti/ noun a
level of concentration of a toxic substance
which makes people seriously ill or can cause
death
acute yellow atrophy /əkju t jeləυ
trəfi/ 쏡 yellow atrophy
acyclovir /e sakləυvə/ noun same as aciacute rhinitis





acute suppurative arthritis





acute toxicity





acute yellow atrophy



acyclovir



clovir

acystia /e sstiə/ noun a condition in which
a baby is born without a bladder
AD abbr Alzheimer’s disease
Adam’s apple /dəmz p(ə)l/ noun a part
of the thyroid cartilage which projects from
the neck below the chin in a man. Also called
acystia



AD

Adam’s apple



laryngeal prominence
adapt /ə dpt/ verb 1. to change one’s ideas
or behaviour to fit into a new situation 쑗 She
adapt



has adapted very well to her new job in the
children’s hospital. 2. to change something to
make it more useful 쑗 The brace has to be
adapted to fit the patient.
adaptation /dp teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
change which has been or can be made to
something 2. the act of changing something so
that it fits a new situation 3. the process by
which sensory receptors become accustomed
to a sensation which is repeated
ADD abbr attention deficit disorder
addicted /ə dktd/ adjective physically or
mentally dependent on a harmful substance 왍
addicted to alcohol or drugs needing to take
alcohol or a harmful drug regularly
addictive /ə dktv/ adjective referring to a
drug which is habit-forming and which people
can become addicted to
Addison’s anaemia /ds(ə)nz ə ni miə/
same as pernicious anaemia [Described 1849.
adaptation





ADD

addicted



addictive



Addison’s anaemia





After Thomas Addison (1793–1860), from
Northumberland, founder of the science of endocrinology.]
Addison’s disease / ds(ə)nz dzi z/
noun a disease of the adrenal glands, causing a
Addison’s disease





change in skin colour to yellow and then to
dark brown and resulting in general weakness,
anaemia, low blood pressure and wasting
away. Treatment is with corticosteroid injections. [Described 1849. After Thomas Addison
(1793–1860), from Northumberland, founder of
the science of endocrinology.]
adducent /ə dju s(ə)nt/ adjective referring
adducent



to a muscle which brings parts of the body together or moves them towards the central line
of the body or a limb. Compare abducent
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adduct /ə d"kt/ verb (of a muscle) to pull a
leg or arm towards the central line of the body,
or to pull a toe or finger towards the central
line of a leg or arm. Opposite abduct
adducted /ə d"ktd/ adjective referring to a
body part brought towards the middle of the
body
adduction /ə d"kʃən/ noun the movement of
a part of the body towards the midline or towards a neighbouring part. Compare abduction. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in
Supplement
adductor /ə d"ktə/, adductor muscle /ə
d"ktə m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle which pulls a
part of the body towards the central line of the
body. Opposite abductor
aden- /dn/ prefix same as adeno- (used beadduct



adducted



adduction



adductor





aden-

fore vowels)

adiposuria
adenomyoma /dnəυma əυmə/ noun a
benign tumour made up of glands and muscle
adenopathy /d nɒpəθi/ noun a disease of
a gland
adenosclerosis /dnəυsklə rəυss/ noun
the hardening of a gland
adenosine /ə denəυsi n/ noun a drug used
to treat an irregular heartbeat
adenosine diphosphate /ədenəυsi n da
fɒsfet/ noun a chemical compound which
provides energy for processes to take place
within living cells, formed when adenosine triphosphate reacts with water. Abbr ADP
adenosine triphosphate /ədenəυsi n
tra fɒsfet/ noun a chemical which occurs in
all cells, but mainly in muscle, where it forms
the energy reserve. Abbr ATP
adenosis /d nəυss/ noun any disease or
disorder of the glands
adenovirus / dnəυvarəs/ noun a virus
which produces upper respiratory infections
and sore throats and can cause fatal pneumonia
in infants
ADH abbr antidiuretic hormone
ADHD noun full form attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. 쏡 hyperactivity
adhesion /əd hi (ə)n/ noun a stable connection between two parts in the body, either in a
healing process or between parts which are not
usually connected
adhesive dressing /ədhi sv dresŋ/
noun a dressing with a sticky substance on the
back so that it can stick to the skin
adhesive strapping /ədhi sv strpŋ/
noun overlapping strips of adhesive plaster
used to protect a lesion
adipo- /dpəυ/ prefix referring to fat
adipose / dpəυs/ adjective containing fat,
or made of fat
adenomyoma





adenopathy





adenosclerosis





adenosine



adenosine diphosphate





adenosine triphosphate





adenosis

adenectomy /d nektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of a gland
adenine / dəni n/ noun one of the four basic chemicals in DNA
adenitis /d nats/ noun inflammation of
a gland or lymph node. 쒁 lymphadenitis
adeno- /dnəυ/ prefix referring to glands
adenocarcinoma /dnəυkɑ s nəυmə/
noun a malignant tumour of a gland
adenohypophysis /dnəυha pɒfss/
noun the front lobe of the pituitary gland
which secretes most of the pituitary hormones
adenoid / dnɔd/ adjective like a gland
adenoidal /d nɔd(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the adenoids
adenoidal expression /dnɔd(ə)l k
spreʃ(ə)n/ noun a common symptom of a
child suffering from adenoids, where his or her
mouth is always open, the nose is narrow and
the top teeth appear to project forward
adenoidal tissue /dnɔd(ə)l tʃu / noun
same as adenoids
adenoidectomy /dnɔ dektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of the adenoids
adenoidism / dnɔdz(ə)m/ noun the condition of a person with adenoids
adenoids / dnɔdz/ plural noun a mass of
tissue at the back of the nose and throat that
can restrict breathing if enlarged. Also called
adenectomy





adenine



adenitis





adeno-

adenocarcinoma







adenohypophysis







adenoid



adenoidal





adenoidal expression





adenoidal tissue



adenoidectomy





adenoidism



adenoids



pharyngeal tonsils

adenoid vegetation /dnɔd vedə
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in children where
the adenoidal tissue is covered with growths
and can block the nasal passages or the Eustachian tubes
adenolymphoma
/dnəυlm fəυmə/
noun a benign tumour of the salivary glands
adenoma /d nəυmə/ noun a benign tumour of a gland
adenoma sebaceum /dnəυmə sə
beʃəm/ noun a skin condition of the face
shown by raised red vascular bumps appearing
in late childhood or early adolescence
adenoid vegetation





adenolymphoma





adenoma





adenoma sebaceum









adenovirus





ADH

ADHD

adhesion



adhesive dressing



adhesive strapping



adipo-

adipose



COMMENT: Fibrous tissue is replaced by adipose tissue when more food is eaten than is
necessary.
adipose degeneration /dpəυs d
denə reʃ(ə)n/ noun an accumulation of fat
adipose degeneration







in the cells of an organ such as the heart or liver, which makes the organ less able to perform
its proper function. Also called fatty degeneration

adipose tissue /dpəυs tʃu / noun a tissue where the cells contain fat
adiposis /d pəυss/ noun a state where
too much fat is accumulated in the body
adiposis dolorosa /dpəυss dɒlə
rəυsə/ noun a disease of middle-aged women
in which painful lumps of fatty substance form
in the body. Also called Dercum’s disease
adiposogenitalis /dpəυsəυden tels/
noun same as Fröhlich’s syndrome
adiposuria /ədpsəυ ju riə/ noun the presence of fat in the urine
adipose tissue



adiposis





adiposis dolorosa





adiposogenitalis



adiposuria
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adiposus /d pəυsəs/ 쏡 panniculus adiadiposus





posus

aditus / dtəs/ noun an opening or entrance
to a passage
adjustment /ə d"stmənt/ noun a specific
directional high-speed movement of a joint
performed by a chiropractor
adjuvant / dυvənt/ adjective referring to
treatment by drugs or radiation therapy after
surgery for cancer 쐽 noun a substance added to
a drug to enhance the effect of the main ingredient
adjuvant therapy / dυvənt θerəpi/
noun therapy using drugs or radiation after
cancer surgery
ADLs abbr activities of daily living
administer /əd mnstə/ verb to give someone medicine or a treatment 왍 to administer
orally to give a medicine by mouth
admission /əd mʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of being registered as a hospital patient
admit /əd mt/ verb to register a patient in a
hospital 쑗 He was admitted to hospital this
morning.
aditus



adjustment



adjuvant



adjuvant therapy



ADLs

administer



admission



admit



‘80% of elderly patients admitted to geriatric units
are on medication’ [Nursing Times]
‘…ten patients were admitted to the ICU before operation, the main indications being the need for evaluation of patients with a history of severe heart disease’ [Southern Medical Journal]
adnexa /d neksə/ plural noun structures atadnexa



tached to an organ
adolescence /də les(ə)ns/ noun the period of life when a child is developing into an
adult
adolescent /də les(ə)nt/ noun a person
who is at the stage of life when he or she is developing into an adult 쐽 adjective developing
into an adult, or occurring at that stage of life
쑗 adolescent boys and girls 쑗 adolescent fantasies
adopt /ə dɒpt/ verb 1. to decide to use a particular plan or idea or way of doing something
쑗 The hospital has adopted a new policy on
visiting. 2. to become the legal parent of a child
who was born to other parents
adoptive /ə dɒptv/ adjective 1. taking over
the role of something else 2. referring to people who have adopted a child or a child that has
been adopted 쑗 adoptive parents
adoptive immunotherapy /ədɒptv m
jυnə θerəpi/ noun a treatment for cancer in
which the patient’s own white blood cells are
used to attack cancer cells
adolescence





adolescent





adopt



adoptive



adoptive immunotherapy





COMMENT: This technique can halt the growth
of cancer cells in the body but it can have distressing toxic side-effects.
ADP

ADP abbr adenosine diphosphate
adrenal /ə dri n(ə)l/ adjective situated near
the kidney 쐽 noun same as adrenal gland
adrenal body /ə dri n(ə)l bɒdi/ noun same
as adrenal gland
adrenal



adrenal body



adrenal cortex /ədri n(ə)l kɔ teks/ noun
the firm outside layer of an adrenal gland,
which secretes a series of hormones affecting
the metabolism of carbohydrates and water
adrenalectomy /ədri nə lektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of one of the adrenal glands
adrenal gland /ə dri n(ə)l &lnd/ noun one
of two endocrine glands at the top of the kidneys which secrete cortisone, adrenaline and
other hormones. Also called adrenal body, adrenal. See illustration at KIDNEY in Supplement
adrenaline /ə drenəln/ noun a hormone secreted by the medulla of the adrenal glands
which has an effect similar to stimulation of
the sympathetic nervous system (NOTE: The US
adrenal cortex



adrenalectomy





adrenal gland



adrenaline



term is epinephrine.)
COMMENT: Adrenaline is produced when a
person experiences surprise, shock, fear or
excitement and it speeds up the heartbeat
and raises blood pressure. It is administered
as an emergency treatment of acute anaphylaxis and in cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
adrenal medulla /ədri n(ə)l me d"lə/ noun
adrenal medulla





the inner part of the adrenal gland which secretes adrenaline and noradrenaline. Also
called suprarenal medulla
adrenergic /drə n! dk/ adjective referring to a neurone or receptor which is stimulated by adrenaline. 쒁 beta blocker
adrenergic receptor /drən! dk r
septə/ noun same as adrenoceptor
adrenergic





adrenergic receptor





COMMENT: Three types of adrenergic receptor
act in different ways when stimulated by
adrenaline. Alpha receptors constrict the
bronchi, beta 1 receptors speed up the heartbeat and beta 2 receptors dilate the bronchi.
adrenoceptor /ədrenəυ septə/ noun a cell
adrenoceptor





or neurone which is stimulated by adrenaline.
Also called adrenoreceptor, adrenergic receptor

adrenocortical /ədri nəυ kɔ tk(ə)l/ adjective relating to the cortex of the adrenal
adrenocortical





glands
adrenocorticotrophic
hormone
/ə
dri nəυ kɔ təkəυtrɒfk hɔ məυn/ noun a
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland,
which makes the cortex of the adrenal glands
produce corticosteroids. Abbr ACTH. Also
called corticotrophin
adrenogenital
syndrome /ədri nəυ
dent(ə)l sndrəυm/ noun a condition
caused by overproduction of male sex hormones, where boys show rapid sexual development and females develop male characteristics
adrenoleukodystrophy /ədri nəυlu kəυ
dstrəfi/ noun an inherited disorder of the adrenal glands in boys
adrenolytic /ədri nəυ ltk/ adjective acting
against the secretion of adrenaline
adrenoreceptor /ədrenəυr septə/ noun
same as adrenoceptor
adrenocorticotrophic hormone





adrenogenital syndrome





adrenoleukodystrophy





adrenolytic



adrenoreceptor
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adsorbent /d sɔ bənt/ adjective being capable of adsorption
adsorption /d sɔ pʃ(ə)n/ noun the attachment of one substance to another, often the
bonding of a liquid with a gas or vapour which
touches its surface
adult / d"lt, ə d"lt/ adjective grown-up 쑗
Adolescents reach the adult stage about the
age of eighteen or twenty. 쐽 noun someone
who is no longer a child
adult coeliac disease /d"lt si lik d
zi z/ noun a condition in adults where the villi
in the intestine become smaller and so reduce
the surface which can absorb nutrients
adult dentition /d"lt den tʃ(ə)n/ noun
the 32 teeth which an adult has
adulteration /əd"ltə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of making something less pure by adding another substance
adult-onset diabetes /d"lt ɒnset daə
bi ti z/ noun a form of diabetes mellitus that
develops slowly in older people as the body
becomes less able to use insulin effectively
adult respiratory distress syndrome /
d"lt rsprət(ə)ri d stres sndrəυm/
noun a description of various lung infections
which reduce the lungs’ efficiency. Abbr
adsorbent



adsorption



adult





adult coeliac disease





adult dentition





adulteration





adult-onset diabetes





adult respiratory distress syndrome







ARDS

advanced trauma life support /ədvɑ nst
trɔ ma laf səpɔ t/ noun the management
of a trauma patient during the critical first hour
after injury. Abbr ATLS
adventitia /dven tʃə/ noun same as tuniadvanced trauma life support





adventitia





ca adventitia




adventitious bursa



adverse



adverse occurrence





adverse reaction





advocacy



adynamic ileus



aegophony



els)



aero-

aeroba





aerobic



aerobic respiration





aeroembolism





aerogenous



aerophagia







aerosol



aetiological agent



aetiology





US spelling is etiology.)
‘…a wide variety of organs or tissues may be infected by the Salmonella group of organisms, presenting
symptoms which are not immediately recognised as
being of Salmonella aetiology’ [Indian Journal
of Medical Sciences]
afebrile /e fi bral/ adjective with no fever
affect /ə fekt/ verb to make something or
afebrile

adventitious /dvən tʃəs/ adjective on the
outside or in an unusual place
adventitious bursa /dvəntʃəs b! sə/
noun a bursa which develops as a result of continued pressure or rubbing
adverse / dv! s/ adjective harmful or unfavourable 왍 the treatment had an adverse effect on his dermatitis the treatment made the
dermatitis worse
adverse occurrence /dv! s ə k"rəns/
noun a harmful event which occurs during
treatment
adverse reaction /dv! s ri kʃən/ noun
a situation where someone experiences harmful effects from the application of a drug
advocacy / dvəkəsi/ noun active support
for something, especially in order to help people who would have difficulty in gaining attention without your help
adynamic ileus /edanmk liəs/ noun
same as paralytic ileus
aegophony /i &ɒfəni/ noun a high sound of
the voice heard through a stethoscope, where
there is fluid in the pleural cavity
aer- /eə/ prefix same as aero- (used before vowadventitious

aer-

aflatoxin
aeration /eə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the adding of air
or oxygen to a liquid
aero- /eərəυ/ prefix referring to air
aeroba /eə rəυbə/, aerobe / eərəυb/ noun a
tiny organism which needs oxygen to survive
aerobic /eə rəυbk/ adjective needing oxygen to live, or taking place in the presence of
oxygen
aerobic respiration /eərəυbk respə reʃ(ə)n/
noun the process where the oxygen which is
breathed in is used to conserve energy as ATP
aeroembolism /eərəυ embəlz(ə)m/ noun
same as air embolism
aerogenous /eə rɒdənəs/ adjective referring to a bacterium which produces gas
aerophagia /eərə fedə/, aerophagy /eə
rɒfədi/ noun the habit of swallowing air
when suffering from indigestion, so making
the stomach pains worse
aerosol / eərəsɒl/ noun tiny particles of a liquid such as a drug or disinfectant suspended in
a gas under pressure in a container and used as
a spray
aetiological agent /i tiəlɒdik(ə)l ed(ə)nt/
noun an agent which causes a disease
aetiology /i ti ɒlədi/ noun 1. the cause or
origin of a disease 2. the study of the causes
and origins of diseases (NOTE: [all senses] The
aeration



affect



someone change, especially to have a bad effect on something or someone 쑗 Some organs
are rapidly affected if the patient lacks oxygen
for even a short time. 쐽 noun same as affection
affection /ə fekʃən/, affect /ə fekt/ noun the
general state of a person’s emotions
affection





‘Depression has degrees of severity, ranging from
sadness, through flatness of affection or feeling, to
suicide and psychosis’ [British Journal of Nursing]
affective /ə fektv/ adjective relating to a
affective



person’s moods or feelings
affective disorder /ə fektv dsɔ də/ noun
a condition which changes someone’s mood,
making him or her depressed or excited
afferent / f(ə)rənt/ adjective conducting
liquid or electrical impulses towards the inside. Opposite efferent
afferent nerve noun same as sensory nerve
afferent vessel / f(ə)rənt ves(ə)l/ noun a
tube which brings lymph to a gland
affinity /ə fnti/ noun an attraction between
two substances
aflatoxin /flə tɒksn/ noun a poison produced by some moulds in some crops such as
peanuts
affective disorder



afferent



afferent nerve

afferent vessel



affinity



aflatoxin
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African
trypanosomiasis /frkən
trpənəυsəυ maəss/ noun same as sleep-

happen 쑗 The disease develops through the
agency of bacteria present in the bloodstream.

ing sickness
afterbirth / ɑ ftəb! θ/ noun the tissues, in-

‘The cost of employing agency nurses should be no
higher than the equivalent full-time staff.’
[Nursing Times]
‘Growing numbers of nurses are choosing agency
careers, which pay more and provide more flexible
schedules than hospitals.’ [American Journal
of Nursing]
agenesis /e denəss/ noun the absence of

African trypanosomiasis





afterbirth



cluding the placenta and umbilical cord, which
are present in the uterus during pregnancy and
are expelled after the birth of a baby
aftercare / ɑ ftəkeə/ noun 1. the care of a
person who has had an operation. Aftercare
treatment involves changing dressings and
helping people to look after themselves again.
2. the care of a mother who has just given birth
after-effect / ɑ ftər fekt/ noun a change
which appears only some time after the cause
쑗 The operation had some unpleasant after-effects.
after-image / ɑ ftər md/ noun an image
of an object which remains in a person’s sight
after the object itself has gone
afterpains / ɑ ftəpenz/ plural noun regular
pains in the uterus which are sometimes experienced after childbirth
afunctional /e f"ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adjective
which does not function properly
agalactia /e&ə lkʃə/ noun a condition in
which a mother is unable to produce milk after
childbirth
agammaglobulinaemia /e&mə&lɒbjυl
ni miə/ noun a deficiency or absence of immunoglobulins in the blood, which results in a
reduced ability to provide immune responses
agar / e&ɑ /, agar agar /e&ɑ r e&ɑ / noun
a culture medium based on an extract of seaweed used for growing microorganisms in laboratories
age /ed/ noun the number of years which a
person has lived 쑗 What’s your age on your
next birthday? 쑗 He was sixty years of age. 쑗
The size varies according to age. 쐽 verb to
grow old
age group / ed &ru p/ noun all the people
of a particular age or within a particular set of
ages 쑗 the age group 20–25
ageing / edŋ/, aging noun the fact of
growing old
aftercare



after-effect





after-image



afterpains



afunctional

agalactia





agammaglobulinaemia







agar





age

age group



ageing



COMMENT: Changes take place in almost every part of the body as the person ages. Bones
become more brittle and skin becomes less
elastic. The most important changes affect the
blood vessels which are less elastic, making
thrombosis more likely. This also reduces the
supply of blood to the brain, which in turn reduces the mental faculties.
ageing process / edŋ prəυses/ noun the
ageing process



physical changes which take place in a person
as he or she grows older
agency / edənsi/ noun 1. an organisation
which carries out work on behalf of another organisation, e.g. one which recruits and employs nurses and supplies them to hospitals
temporarily when full-time nursing staff are
unavailable 2. the act of causing something to
agency



agenesis



an organ, resulting from a failure in embryonic
development
agent / edənt/ noun 1. a chemical substance which makes another substance react 2.
a substance or organism which causes a disease or condition 3. a person who acts as a representative of another person or carries out
some kinds of work on his or her behalf
agglutinate /ə &lu tnet/ verb to form into
groups or clusters, or to cause things to form
into groups or clusters
agglutination /ə&lu t neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of coming together or sticking to one another to form a clump, as of bacteria cells in
the presence of serum, or blood cells when
blood of different types is mixed 앳 agglutination test 1. a test to identify bacteria 2. a test to
identify if a woman is pregnant
agglutinin /ə &lu tnn/ noun a factor in a serum which makes cells stick together in
clumps
agglutinogen /&lu tnədən/ noun a factor in red blood cells which reacts with a specific agglutinin in serum
aggravate / &rəvet/ verb to make something worse 쑗 Playing football only aggravates his knee injury. 쑗 The treatment seems to
aggravate the disease.
aggression /ə &reʃ(ə)n/ noun the state of
feeling violently angry towards someone or
something
aggressive /ə &resv/ adjective referring to
treatment which involves frequent high doses
of medication
aging / edŋ/ noun another spelling of ageagent



agglutinate



agglutination





agglutinin



agglutinogen





aggravate



aggression



aggressive



aging



ing

agitated / dtetd/ adjective moving
about or twitching nervously because of worry
or another psychological state 쑗 The person
became agitated and had to be given a sedative.
agitation /d teʃ(ə)n/ noun a state of being very nervous and anxious
aglossia /e &lɒsiə/ noun the condition of not
having a tongue from birth
agnosia /& nəυziə/ noun a brain disorder in
which a person fails to recognise places, people, tastes or smells which they used to know
well
agonist / &ənst/ noun 1. a muscle which
causes part of the body to move and another
muscle to relax when it contracts. Also called
agitated



agitation





aglossia



agnosia



agonist
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prime mover 2. a substance which produces an

observable physiological effect by acting
through specific receptors. 쒁 antagonist
agony / &əni/ noun a very severe physical or
emotional pain 쑗 He lay in agony on the floor.
쑗 She suffered the agony of waiting for weeks
until her condition was diagnosed.
agoraphobia /&(ə)rə fəυbiə/ noun a fear
of being in open spaces. Compare claustroagony



agoraphobia





phobia

Albee’s operation
air /eə/ noun a mixture of gases, mainly oxygen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen, but
which exists all around us and which is
breathed 쑗 Open the window and let some
fresh air into the room. 쑗 He breathed the polluted air into his lungs.
air bed / eə bed/ noun a mattress which is
filled with air, used to prevent the formation of
bedsores. 쒁 conduction
airborne infection /eəbɔ n n fekʃən/
noun an infection which is carried in the air
air conduction / eə kənd"kʃən/ noun the
process by which sounds pass from the outside
to the inner ear through the auditory meatus
air embolism /eər embəlz(ə)m/ noun a
blockage caused by bubbles of air, that stops
the flow of blood in vessels
air hunger / eə h"ŋ&ə/ noun a condition in
which the patient needs air because of lack of
oxygen in the tissues
air passage / eə psd/ noun any tube
which takes air to the lungs, e.g. the nostrils,
pharynx, larynx, trachea and bronchi
air sac / eə sk/ noun a small sac in the lungs
which contains air. 쒁 alveolus
airsick / eəsk/ adjective feeling sick because
of the movement of an aircraft
airsickness / eəsknəs/ noun a queasy feeling, usually leading to vomiting, caused by the
movement of an aircraft
airway / eəwe/ noun a passage through
which air passes, especially the trachea
airway clearing / eəwe klərŋ/ noun
making sure that the airways in a newborn
baby or an unconscious person are free of any
obstruction
airway obstruction /eəwe əb str"kʃ(ə)n/
noun something which blocks the air passages
akathisia /ekə θsiə/ noun restlessness
akinesia /ek ni ziə/ noun a lack of voluntary movement, as in Parkinson’s disease
akinetic /ek netk/ adjective without
movement
alacrima /e lkrmə/ noun same as xerosis
alactasia /elk teziə/ noun a condition in
which there is a deficiency of lactase in the intestine, making the patient incapable of digesting lactose, the sugar in milk
alalia /e leliə/ noun a condition in which a
person completely loses the ability to speak
alanine / ləni n/ noun an amino acid
alanine aminotransferase /ləni n ə
mi nəυ trnsfərez/ noun an enzyme which
is found in the liver and can be monitored as an
indicator of liver damage. Abbr ALT
alar cartilage /elə kɑ tld/ noun cartilage in the nose
alba / lbə/ 쏡 linea alba
Albee’s operation / ɔ lbi z ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a surgical operation to fuse two or
more vertebrae 2. a surgical operation to fuse
air

air bed



airborne infection



agoraphobic /&(ə)rə fəυbk/ adjective
afraid of being in open spaces. Compare
agoraphobic





claustrophobic

agranulocytosis /ə&rnjυləυsa təυss/
noun a usually fatal disease where the number
of granulocytes, a type of white blood cell,
falls sharply because of a bone marrow condition
agraphia /e &rfiə/ noun the condition of
being unable to put ideas into writing
AHF abbr antihaemophilic factor
aid /ed/ noun 1. help 2. a machine, tool or
drug which helps someone do something 쑗 He
uses a walking frame as an aid to exercising
his legs. 쐽 verb to help someone or something
쑗 The procedure is designed to aid the repair
of tissues after surgery.
AID /e a di / noun full form artificial insemination by donor. now called DI
AIDS /edz/, Aids noun a viral infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system. Full
form acquired immunodeficiency syndrome,
agranulocytosis







agraphia



AHF

aid

AID



AIDS

acquired immune deficiency syndrome
COMMENT: AIDS is a disease caused by the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). It is
spread mostly by sexual intercourse and can
affect anyone. It is also transmitted through infected blood and plasma transfusions,
through using unsterilised needles for injections, and can be passed from a mother to a
fetus. The disease takes a long time, usually
years, to show symptoms, and many people
with HIV are unaware that they are infected. It
causes a breakdown of the body’s immune
system, making the patient susceptible to any
infection and often results in the development
of rare skin cancers. It is not curable.
AIDS dementia /edz d menʃə/ noun a
AIDS dementia





form of mental degeneration resulting from infection with HIV
AIDS-related complex /edz rletd
kɒmpleks/, AIDS-related condition /edz r
letd kən dʃ(ə)n/ noun early symptoms
shown by someone infected with the HIV virus, e.g. weight loss, fever and herpes zoster.
Abbr ARC
AIH abbr artificial insemination by husband
ailment / elmənt/ noun an illness, though
not generally a very serious one 쑗 Chickenpox
is one of the common childhood ailments.
ailurophobia /alυərə fəυbiə/ noun a fear
of cats
AIDS-related complex









AIH

ailment



ailurophobia









air conduction





air embolism

air hunger



air passage



air sac



airsick



airsickness



airway



airway clearing



airway obstruction





akathisia





akinesia





akinetic





alacrima



alactasia





alalia



alanine



alanine aminotransferase







alar cartilage



alba



Albee’s operation
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the femur to the pelvis [After Frederick Houdlett
Albee (1876–1945), US surgeon]
albicans / lbknz/ 쏡 corpus albicans
albinism / lbnz(ə)m/ noun a condition in
albicans



albinism



which a person lacks the pigment melanin and
so has pink skin and eyes and white hair. It is
hereditary and cannot be treated. 쒁 vitiligo
albino /l bi nəυ/ noun a person who is deficient in melanin and has little or no pigmentation in the skin, hair or eyes
albuginea /lbjυ dniə/ noun a layer of
white tissue covering a part of the body
albuginea oculi /lbjυdniə ɒkjυla/
noun same as sclera
albuminometer /lbjυm nɒmtə/ noun
an instrument for measuring the level of albumin in the urine
albuminuria /lbjυm njυəriə/ noun a condition in which albumin is found in the urine,
usually a sign of kidney disease, but also
sometimes of heart failure
albumose / lbjυməυz/ noun an intermediate product in the digestion of protein
alcohol / lkəhɒl/ noun a pure colourless
liquid which is formed by the action of yeast
on sugar solutions and forms part of drinks
such as wine and whisky
albino



albuginea





albuginea oculi



albuminometer





albuminuria





albumose



alcohol



COMMENT: Alcohol is used medicinally to dry
wounds or harden the skin. When drunk, alcohol is rapidly absorbed into the bloodstream. It
is a source of energy, so any carbohydrates
taken at the same time are not used by the
body and are stored as fat. Alcohol is a depressant, not a stimulant, and affects the way
the brain works.
alcohol abuse / lkəhɒl əbju s/ noun the
alcohol abuse





excessive use of alcohol adversely affecting a
person’s health
alcohol addiction / lkəhɒl ədkʃən/
noun a condition in which a person is dependent on the use of alcohol
alcohol-fast / lkəhɒl fɑ st/ adjective referring to an organ stained for testing which is not
discoloured by alcohol
alcoholic /lkə hɒlk/ adjective 1. containing alcohol 2. caused by alcoholism 쑗 alcoholic poisoning 쐽 noun a person who is addicted
to drinking alcohol and shows changes in behaviour and personality
alcoholic cardiomyopathy /lkəhɒlk
kɑ diəυma ɒpəθi/ noun a disease of the
heart muscle arising as a result of long-term
heavy alcohol consumption
alcoholic cirrhosis /lkəhɒlk s rəυss/
noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by alcoholism
alcoholic hepatitis /lkəhɒlk hepə
tats/ noun inflammation of the liver as a result of long-term heavy alcohol consumption,
often leading to cirrhosis
Alcoholics Anonymous /lkəhɒlks ə
nɒnməs/ noun an organisation of former alalcohol addiction





alcohol-fast



alcoholic





alcoholic cardiomyopathy





alcoholic cirrhosis





alcoholic hepatitis





Alcoholics Anonymous





coholics which helps people to overcome their
dependence on alcohol by encouraging them
to talk about their problems in group therapy.
Abbr AA
alcoholicum /lkə hɒlkəm/ 쏡 delirium alalcoholicum





coholicum

alcoholism / lkəhɒlz(ə)m/ noun excessive drinking of alcohol which becomes addictive
alcohol poisoning / lkəhɒl pɔz(ə)nŋ/
noun poisoning and disease caused by excessive drinking of alcohol
alcohol rub / lkəhɒl r"b/ noun the act of
rubbing a bedridden person with alcohol to
help protect against bedsores and as a tonic
alcoholuria /lkəhɒ ljυəriə/ noun a condition in which alcohol is present in the urine
alcoholism



alcohol poisoning



alcohol rub



alcoholuria





(NOTE: The level of alcohol in the urine is used as
a test for drivers who are suspected of driving
while drunk.)
aldosterone /l dɒstərəυn/ noun a horaldosterone



mone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal
gland, which regulates the balance of sodium
and potassium in the body and the amount of
body fluid
aldosteronism /l dɒst(ə)rənz(ə)m/ noun
a condition in which a person produces too
much aldosterone, so that there is too much
salt in the blood. This causes high blood pressure and the need to drink a lot of liquids.
alert /ə l! t/ adjective referring to someone
who takes an intelligent interest in his or her
surroundings 쑗 The patient is still alert,
though in great pain.
aleukaemic /elu ki mk/ adjective 1. referring to a state where leukaemia is not
present 2. referring to a state where leucocytes
are not normal
Alexander technique /l& zɑ ndə tek
ni k/ noun a method of improving the way a
person stands and moves, by making them
much more aware of how muscles behave
alexia /e leksiə/ noun a condition in which
the patient cannot understand printed words.
Also called word blindness
alfacalcidol /lfə klsdɒl/ noun a substance related to vitamin D, used by the body
to maintain the right levels of calcium and
phosphate, and also as a drug to help people
who do not have enough vitamin D
algesimeter /ld smtə/ noun an instrument to measure the sensitivity of the skin to
pain
-algia /ldiə/ suffix a word ending that indicates a painful condition
algid / ldd/ adjective referring to a stage in
a disease that causes fever during which the
body becomes cold
algophobia /l&əυ fəυbiə/ noun an unusually intense fear of pain
aldosteronism



alert



aleukaemic





Alexander technique



alexia



alfacalcidol





algesimeter





-algia

algid



algophobia
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alienation /eliə neʃ(ə)n/ noun a psychological condition in which a person develops
the feeling of not being part of the everyday
world, and as a result often becomes hostile to
other people
alignment /ə lanmənt/ noun the arrangement of something in a straight line, or in the
correct position in relation to something else
alimentary /l ment(ə)ri/ adjective providing food, or relating to food or nutrition
alimentary canal /lment(ə)ri kə nl/
noun a tube in the body going from the mouth
to the anus and including the throat, stomach
and intestine, through which food passes and
is digested
alimentary
system
/l ment(ə)ri
sstəm/ noun same as digestive system
alimentation /lmen teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of providing food or nourishment
aliquot / lkwɒt/ noun a part of a larger
thing, especially a sample of something which
is taken to be examined
alive /ə lav/ adjective living, not dead 쑗 The
man was still alive, even though he had been in
the sea for two days. (NOTE: Alive cannot be
alienation





alignment



alimentary





alimentary canal





alimentary system



alimentation





aliquot



alive



used in front of a noun: The person is alive but a
living person. Note also that live can be used in
front of a noun: The person was injected with live
vaccine.)
alkalaemia /lkə li miə/ noun an excess of
alkalaemia





alkali in the blood
alkali / lkəla/ noun one of many substances
which neutralise acids and form salts (NOTE:
alkali



The UK plural is alkalis, but the US plural is alkalies.)
alkaline / lkəlan/ adjective containing
alkaline



more alkali than acid
alkalinity /lkə lnti/ noun the level of alkali in a body 쑗 Hyperventilation causes fluctuating carbon dioxide levels in the blood, resulting in an increase of blood alkalinity.
alkalinity





COMMENT: Alkalinity and acidity are measured
according to the pH scale. pH7 is neutral, and
pH8 and upwards are alkaline. Alkaline solutions are used to counteract the effects of acid
poisoning and also of bee stings. If strong alkali, such as ammonia, is swallowed, the patient should drink water and an acid such as
orange juice.

alkaloid / lkəlɔd/ noun one of many poisonous substances found in plants and used as
medicines, e.g. atropine, morphine or quinine
alkalosis /lkə ləυss/ noun a condition in
which the alkali level in the body tissue is
high, producing cramps
alkaptonuria /lkptə njυəriə/ noun a hereditary condition where dark pigment is
present in the urine
allantoin /ə lntəυn/ noun powder from the
herb comfrey, used to treat skin disorders
alkaloid



alkalosis





alkaptonuria



allantoin





alloallantois /ə lntəυs/ noun one of the membranes in the embryo, shaped like a sac, which
grows out of the embryonic hindgut
allele /ə li l/ noun one of two or more alternative forms of a gene, situated in the same area
on each of a pair of chromosomes and each
producing a different effect
allergen / lədən/ noun a substance which
produces hypersensitivity
allantois



allele



allergen



COMMENT: Allergens are usually proteins and
include foods, dust, hair of animals, as well as
pollen from flowers. Allergic reaction to serum
is known as anaphylaxis. Treatment of allergies depends on correctly identifying the allergen to which the patient is sensitive. This is
done by patch tests in which drops of different
allergens are placed on scratches in the skin.
Food allergens discovered in this way can be
avoided, but other allergens such as dust and
pollen can hardly be avoided and have to be
treated by a course of desensitising injections.
allergenic /lə denk/ adjective producing
an allergic reaction 쑗 the allergenic properties
allergenic





of fungal spores
allergenic agent /lədenk edənt/
noun a substance which produces an allergy
allergic /ə l! dk/ adjective having an allergy to something 쑗 She is allergic to cats. 쑗 I’m
allergic to penicillin.
allergic agent /ə l! dk edənt/ noun a
substance which produces an allergic reaction
allergic purpura /əl! dk p! pjυrə/ noun
a form of the skin condition purpura, found
most often in children
allergic reaction /əl! dk ri kʃən/ noun
an effect produced by a substance to which a
person has an allergy, such as sneezing or a
skin rash
allergic rhinitis /əl! dk ra nats/ noun
inflammation in the nose and eyes caused by
an allergic reaction to plant pollen, mould
spores, dust mites or animal hair. 쒁 hayfever
allergist / lədst/ noun a doctor who specialises in the treatment of allergies
allergy / lədi/ noun an unusual sensitivity
to some substances such as pollen or dust,
which cause a physical reaction such as sneezing or a rash in someone who comes into contact with them 쑗 She has an allergy to household dust. 쑗 He has a penicillin allergy. (NOTE:
allergenic agent



allergic



allergic agent



allergic purpura



allergic reaction





allergic rhinitis





allergist



allergy



You have an allergy or you are allergic to
something.)
allergy bracelet / lədi breslət/ noun 쏡
medical alert bracelet
alleviate /ə li viet/ verb to make pain or discomfort less severe 쑗 The drug is effective in
allergy bracelet



alleviate



alleviating migraine headaches.
allied health professional /lad helθ
prəfeʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ noun a professional working
in medicine who is not a doctor or nurse, e.g. a
physiotherapist or paramedic
allo- /ləυ/ prefix different
allied health professional





allo-
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allodynia /lə dniə/ noun pain of the skin
caused by something such as clothing which
usually does not cause pain
allogeneic /lədə nek/ adjective ((of
body tissues)) genetically different and therefore incompatible when transplanted
allograft / ləυ&rɑ ft/ noun same as homallodynia





allogeneic





allograft



ograft

allopathy /ə lɒpəθi/ noun the treatment of a
condition using drugs which produce opposite
symptoms to those of the condition. Compare
allopathy



homeopathy

allopurinol /ləυ pjυərnɒl/ noun a drug
which helps to stop the body producing uric
acid, used in the treatment of gout
all or none law /ɔ l ɔ n"n lɔ / noun the
rule that the heart muscle either contracts fully
or does not contract at all
allylestrenol /lal estrənɒl/ noun a steroid used to encourage pregnancy
alopecia /ləυ pi ʃə/ noun a condition in
which hair is lost. Compare hypotrichosis
alopecia areata /ləυpi ʃə ri etə/ noun
a condition in which the hair falls out in patches
alpha / lfə/ noun the first letter of the Greek
alphabet
alpha-adrenoceptor antagonist /lfə ə
dri nəυr septə nt&ənst/, alpha-adrenoceptor blocker / lfə ədri nəυr septə
blɒkə/ noun a drug which can relax smooth
muscle, used to treat urinary retention and hypertension. Also called alpha blocker
alpha cell / lfə sel/ noun a type of cell
found in the islets of Langerhans, in the pancreas, which produces glucagon, a hormone
that raises the level of glucose in the blood. 쒁
allopurinol





all or none law



allylestrenol





alopecia





alopecia areata





alpha



alpha-adrenoceptor antagonist















alpha cell



beta cell

alpha-fetoprotein /lfə fi təυ prəυti n/
noun a protein produced by the liver of the human fetus, which accumulates in the amniotic
fluid. A high or low concentration is tested for
by amniocentesis in the antenatal diagnosis of
spina bifida or Down’s syndrome, respectively.
alpha rhythm / lfə rðəm/ noun the pattern of electrical activity in the brain of someone who is awake but relaxed or sleepy, registering on an electroencephalograph at 8–13
hertz
Alport’s syndrome / ɔ lpɔ ts sndrəυm/
noun a genetic disease of the kidneys which
sometimes causes a person to lose his or her
hearing and sight
alprostadil /l prɒstədl/ noun a drug which
makes blood vessels wider, used to treat impotence, prevent coagulation, and maintain babies with congenital heart conditions
ALS abbr 1. amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 2.
antilymphocytic serum
ALT abbr alanine aminotransferase
alpha-fetoprotein





alpha rhythm



Alport’s syndrome



alprostadil



ALS

ALT

alternative
medicine
/ɔ lt! nətv
med(ə)sn/ noun the treatment of illness using therapies such as homoeopathy or naturopathy which are not considered part of conventional Western medicine. 쒁 complementary
alternative medicine



medicine

altitude sickness / lttju d sknəs/ noun
a condition caused by reduced oxygen in the
air above altitudes of 7000 to 8000 feet (3600
metres). Symptoms include headaches, breathlessness, fatigue, nausea and swelling of the
face, hands and feet. Also called high-altitude
altitude sickness



sickness, mountain sickness

aluminium /lə mniəm/ noun a metallic
element extracted from the ore bauxite (NOTE:
aluminium





The US spelling is aluminum. The chemical
symbol is Al.)
aluminium hydroxide /lə mniəm ha
drɒksad/ noun a chemical substance used as
aluminium hydroxide





an antacid to treat indigestion. Formula:
Al(OH)3 or Al2O3.3H2O.
alveolar /lv əυlə, l vi ələ/ adjective referring to the alveoli
alveolar bone /lv əυlə bəυn/ noun part
of the jawbone to which the teeth are attached
alveolar duct /lv əυlə d"kt/ noun a duct
in the lung which leads from the respiratory
bronchioles to the alveoli. See illustration at
LUNGS in Supplement
alveolar wall /lv əυlə wɔ l/ noun one of
the walls which separate the alveoli in the
lungs
alveolitis /lviə lats/ noun inflammation
of an alveolus in the lungs or the socket of a
tooth
alveolus /lv əυləs, l vi ələs/ noun a
small cavity, e.g. an air sac in the lungs or the
socket into which a tooth fits. See illustration
at LUNGS in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is alalveolar







alveolar bone





alveolar duct





alveolar wall





alveolitis





alveolus







veoli.)

Alzheimer plaque / ltshamə plk/ noun
a disc-shaped plaque of amyloid found in the
brain in people who have Alzheimer’s disease
Alzheimer’s disease / ltshaməz dzi z/
noun a disease where a person experiences
progressive dementia due to nerve cell loss in
specific brain areas, resulting in loss of mental
faculties including memory [Described 1906.
Alzheimer plaque



Alzheimer’s disease





After Alois Alzheimer (1864–1915), Bavarian
physician.]
COMMENT: No single cause of Alzheimer’s disease has been identified, although an early
onset type occurs more frequently in some
families, due to a mutation in a gene on chromosome 21. Risk factors include age, genes,
head injury, lifestyle and environment.
amalgam /ə ml&əm/ noun a mixture of
amalgam



metals, based on mercury and tin, used by dentists to fill holes in teeth
amaurosis /mɔ rəυss/ noun blindness
caused by disease of the optic nerve
amaurosis
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amaurosis fugax /mɔ rəυss fju &ks/
noun temporary blindness in one eye, caused
by problems of circulation
amaurotic familial idiocy /mɔ rɒtk fə
mliəl diəsi/, amaurotic family idiocy /
mɔ rɒtk fm(ə)li diəsi/ noun same as
amaurosis fugax



amaurotic familial idiocy







Tay-Sachs disease
amb- /mb/ prefix same as ambi- (used before
vowels)
ambi- /mbi/ prefix both
ambidextrous /mb dekstrəs/ adjective
amb-

ambi-

ambidextrous





referring to a person who can use both hands
equally well and who is not right- or left-handed
ambiguous genitalia /mb&juəs den
teliə/ noun a congenital condition in which
the outer genitals do not look typical of those
of either sex
ambisexual /mb sekʃuəl/ adjective, noun
same as bisexual
amblyopia /mbli əυpiə/ noun a lack of
normal vision without a structural cause. A
common example is squint and other forms
may be caused by the cyanide in tobacco
smoke or by drinking methylated spirits.
amblyopic /mbli ɒpk/ adjective affected
by amblyopia
amblyoscope / mbliəυskəυp/ noun an instrument for measuring the angle of a squint
and how effectively someone uses both their
eyes together. Also called orthoptoscope
ambulance / mbjυləns/ noun a van for
taking sick or injured people to hospital 쑗 The
injured man was taken away in an ambulance.
쑗 The telephone number of the local ambulance service is in the phone book. 쒁 St John
ambiguous genitalia





ambisexual





amblyopia





amblyopic





amblyoscope



ambulance



Ambulance Association and Brigade
ambulant / mbjələnt/ adjective able to
ambulant



walk
ambulation /mbju leʃ(ə)n/ noun walking
왍 early ambulation is recommended patients
should try to get out of bed and walk about as
soon as possible after the operation
ambulatory /mbju let(ə)ri/ adjective referring to a patient who is not confined to bed
but is able to walk
ambulation





ambulatory





‘…ambulatory patients with essential hypertension
were evaluated and followed up at the hypertension
clinic’ [British Medical Journal]
ambulatory care /mbjulet(ə)ri keə/
ambulatory care





noun treatment of a patient which does not in-

volve staying in hospital during the night
ambulatory fever /mbju let(ə)ri fi və/
noun a mild fever where the patient can walk
about and can therefore act as a carrier, e.g.
during the early stages of typhoid fever
ameba /ə mi bə/ noun US same as amoeba
amelia /ə mi liə/ noun the absence of a limb
from birth, or a condition in which a limb is
short from birth
amelioration /əmi liə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of getting better
ambulatory fever





ameba



amelia



amelioration





amnia
ameloblastoma
/mləυbl stəυmə/
noun a tumour in the jaw, usually in the lower
jaw
amenorrhoea /emenə ri ə/ noun the absence of one or more menstrual periods, usual
during pregnancy and after the menopause
ametropia /m trəυpiə/ noun a condition
in which the eye cannot focus light correctly
onto the retina, as in astigmatism, hypermetropia and myopia. Compare emmetropia
amfetamine /m fetəmi n/ noun an addictive drug, similar to adrenaline, used to give a
feeling of wellbeing and wakefulness. Also
called amphetamine
amikacin /m kesn/ noun a type of antibiotic used to treat infections caused by aerobic bacteria
amiloride /ə mlərad/ noun a drug which
helps to increase the production of urine and
preserve the body’s supply of potassium
amino acid /əmi nəυ sd/ noun a chemical compound which is broken down from proteins in the digestive system and then used by
the body to form its own protein
ameloblastoma





amenorrhoea





ametropia





amfetamine



amikacin





amiloride



amino acid



COMMENT: Amino acids all contain carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen, as well as other
elements. Some amino acids are produced in
the body itself, but others have to be absorbed
from food. The eight essential amino acids
are: isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine,
phenylalanine, threonine, tryptophan and valine.
aminobutyric acid /əmi nəυbjυtrk
sd/ noun 쏡 gamma aminobutyric acid
aminoglycoside
/əmi nəυ &lakəsad/
aminobutyric acid



aminoglycoside





noun a drug used to treat many Gram-negative

and some Gram-positive bacterial infections
(NOTE: Aminoglycosides include drugs with
names ending in -cin: gentamicin.)
aminophylline /m nɒfli n/ noun a drug
aminophylline





that makes the bronchial tubes wider, used in
the treatment of asthma
amiodarone /mi ɒdərəυn/ noun a drug
that makes the blood vessels wider, used in the
treatment of irregular heartbeat
amitosis /m təυss/ noun the multiplication of a cell by splitting of the nucleus
amitriptyline /m trptli n/ noun a sedative drug used to treat depression and persistent pain
amlodipine /m lɒdpi n/ noun a drug that
helps to control the movement of calcium ions
through cell membranes. It is used to treat hypertension and angina.
ammonia /ə məυniə/ noun a gas with a
strong smell, a compound of nitrogen and hydrogen, which is a usual product of human metabolism
ammonium /ə məυniəm/ noun an ion
formed from ammonia
amnesia /m ni ziə/ noun loss of memory
amnia / mniə/ plural of amnion
amiodarone





amitosis





amitriptyline





amlodipine



ammonia



ammonium



amnesia



amnia
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amnihook / mnihυk/ noun a hooked instrument used to induce labour by pulling on the
amniotic sac
amnio / mniəυ/ noun same as amniocenteamnihook



amnio



sis (informal )







COMMENT:

Amniocentesis and amnioscopy,
the examination and testing of the amniotic
fluid, give information about possible congenital disorders in the fetus as well as the sex of
the unborn baby.
amniography /mni ɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
amniography





of the womb
amnion / mniən/ noun the thin sac containing the amniotic fluid which covers an unborn
baby in the uterus. Also called amniotic sac
amnioscope / mniəskəυp/ noun an instrument used to examine a fetus through the cervical channel, before the amniotic sac is broken
amnioscopy /mni ɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy
amniotic /mni ɒtk/ adjective relating to
the amnion
amniotic cavity /mniɒtk kvti/ noun a
space formed by the amnion, full of amniotic
fluid
amniotic fluid /mniɒtk flu d/ noun the
fluid contained in the amnion which surrounds
an unborn baby
amniotic sac /mniɒtk sk/ noun same
as amnion
amniotomy /mni ɒtəmi/ noun a puncture
of the amnion to help induce labour
amoeba /ə mi bə/ noun a form of animal life,
made up of a single cell (NOTE: The plural is
amnion



amnioscope



amnioscopy





amniotic





amniotic cavity



amniotic fluid



amniotic sac



amniotomy





amoeba



amoebae.)

amoebiasis /m baəss/ noun an infection caused by amoebae which can result in
amoebic dysentery in the large intestine (intestinal amoebiasis) and sometimes affects the
lungs (pulmonary amoebiasis)
amoebic /ə mi bk/ adjective relating to or
caused by amoebae
amoebic dysentery /əmi bk ds(ə)ntri/
noun a form of dysentery mainly found in tropical areas that is caused by Entamoeba histolytica which enters the body through contaminated water or unwashed food
amoebicide /ə mi bsad/ noun a substance
which kills amoebae
amorphous /ə mɔ fəs/ adjective with no
regular shape
amoxicillin /ə mɒkssln/ noun an antibiotic
Amoxil /ə mɒksl/ a trade name for amoxicillin
amphetamine /m fetəmi n/ noun same as
amoebiasis





amoebic



amoebic dysentery



amoebicide



amorphous



amoxicillin



Amoxil



amphetamine





amphiarthrosis



amniocentesis /mniəυsen ti ss/ noun a
procedure which involves taking a test sample
of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy using a
hollow needle and syringe
amniocentesis

amfetamine

amphetamine abuse /m fetəmi n ə
bju s/ noun the repeated addictive use of amphetamines which in the end affects the mental
faculties
amphiarthrosis /mfiɑ θrəυss/ noun a
joint which only has limited movement, e.g.
one of the joints in the spine
amphotericin /mfəυ tersn/ noun an antifungal agent, used against Candida
ampicillin /mp sln/ noun a type of penicillin, used as an antibiotic
ampoule / mpu l/, ampule / mpju l/
noun a small glass container, closed at the
neck, used to contain sterile drugs for use in injections
ampulla /m pυlə/ noun a swelling of a canal or duct, shaped like a bottle (NOTE: The pluamphetamine abuse



amphotericin





ampicillin





ampoule





ampulla



ral is ampullae.)
amputate / mpjυtet/ verb to remove a
limb or part of a limb in a surgical operation 쑗
amputate



The patient’s leg needs to be amputated below
the knee. 쑗 After gangrene set in, surgeons
had to amputate her toes.
amputation /mpjυ teʃ(ə)n/ noun the surgical removal of a limb or part of a limb
amputee /mpjυ ti / noun someone who
has had a limb or part of a limb removed in a
surgical operation
amygdala /ə m&dələ/ noun an almondshaped body in the brain, at the end of the caudate nucleus of the thalamus. Also called amyamputation





amputee





amygdala



gdaloid body

amygdaloid body /ə m&dəlɔd bɒdi/
noun same as amygdala
amyl- /m(ə)l/ prefix referring to starch
amylase / mlez/ noun an enzyme which
converts starch into maltose
amyl nitrate /m(ə)l natret/ noun a drug
used to reduce blood pressure (NOTE: Amyl niamygdaloid body



amyl-

amylase



amyl nitrate



trate is also used as a recreational drug.)

amyloid / mlɔd/ noun a waxy protein that
forms in some tissues during the development
of various diseases, e.g. forming disc-shaped
plaques in the brain in Alzheimer’s disease
amyloid disease / mlɔd dzi z/ noun
same as amyloidosis
amyloidosis /mlɔ dəυss/ noun a disease of the kidneys and liver, where amyloid
develops in the tissues. Also called amyloid
amyloid



amyloid disease





amyloidosis





disease

amyloid precursor protein /mlɔd pri
k! sə prəυti n/ noun a compound found in
cell membranes from which beta amyloid is
derived. A mutation of the gene causes earlyonset Alzheimer’s disease in a few families.
amylopsin /m lɒpsn/ noun an enzyme
which converts starch into maltose
amylose / mləυz/ noun a carbohydrate of
starch
amyotonia /emaə təυniə/ noun a lack of
muscle tone
amyloid precursor protein



amylopsin





amylose



amyotonia
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amyotonia congenita /emaətəυniə kən
dentə/ noun a congenital disease of children in which the muscles lack tone. Also
called floppy baby syndrome
amyotrophia /emaə trəυfiə/ noun a condition in which a muscle wastes away
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis /e
maətrɒfk ltər(ə)l sklə rəυss/ noun a
motor neurone disease in which the limbs
twitch and the muscles gradually waste away.
Also called Gehrig’s disease. Abbr ALS
amyotrophy /ema ɒtrəfi/ same as amyoamyotonia congenita





amyotrophia





amyotrophic lateral sclerosis





amyotrophy





trophia
an- /n/ prefix same as ana- (used before vowels)
ana- /nə/ prefix without or lacking
anabolic /nə bɒlk/ adjective referring to a
an-

ana-

anabolic





substance which synthesises protein

‘…insulin, secreted by the islets of Langerhans, is
the body’s major anabolic hormone, regulating the
metabolism of all body fuels and substrates’
[Nursing Times]
anabolic steroid /nəbɒlk stərɔd/
anabolic steroid



noun a drug which encourages the synthesis of

new living tissue, especially muscle, from nutrients
anabolism / nbəlz(ə)m/ noun the process of building up complex chemical substances on the basis of simpler ones
anacrotism /ə nkrətz(ə)m/ noun a second
stroke in the pulse
anaemia /ə ni miə/ noun a condition in
which the level of red blood cells is less than
usual or where the haemoglobin is less, making it more difficult for the blood to carry oxygen. The symptoms are tiredness and pale colour, especially pale lips, nails and the inside of
the eyelids. The condition can be fatal if not
treated. (NOTE: The US spelling is anemia.)
anaemic /ə ni mk/ adjective having anaemia
anabolism



anacrotism



anaemia



anaemic



(NOTE: The US spelling is anemic.)
anaerobe / nərəυb, n eərəυb/ noun a
anaerobe





analysis
‘Spinal and epidural anaesthetics can also cause
gross vasodilation, leading to heat loss’
[British Journal of Nursing]
anaesthetic induction /nəsθetk n
d"kʃən/ noun a method of inducing anaestheanaesthetic induction





sia in a patient
anaesthetic risk /nəsθetk rsk/ noun
the risk that an anaesthetic may cause serious
unwanted side effects
anaesthetise /ə ni sθətaz/, anaesthetize
verb to produce a loss of feeling in a person or
in part of the person’s body
anaesthetist /ə ni sθətst/ noun a specialist
who administers anaesthetics
anal / en(ə)l/ adjective relating to the anus
anal canal /en(ə)l kə nl/ noun a passage
leading from the rectum to the anus
analeptic /nə leptk/ noun a drug used to
make someone regain consciousness or to
stimulate a patient
anal fissure /en(ə)l fʃə/ noun a crack in
the mucous membrane of the wall of the anal
canal
anal fistula /en(ə)l fstjυlə/ noun a fistula
which develops between the rectum and the
outside of the body after an abscess near the
anus. Also called fistula in ano
analgesia /n(ə)l di ziə/ noun a reduction
of the feeling of pain without loss of consciousness
analgesic /n(ə)l di zk/ adjective relating to analgesia 쐽 noun a painkilling drug
which produces analgesia and reduces pyrexia
anaesthetic risk



anaesthetise



anaesthetist



anal



anal canal





analeptic





anal fissure



anal fistula



analgesia





analgesic





COMMENT: There are two types of analgesic:
non-opioid such as paracetamol and aspirin
(acetylsalicylic acid), and opioid such as codeine phosphate. Opioid analgesics are used
for severe pain relief such as in terminal care,
as cough suppressants and to reduce gut motility in cases of diarrhoea. Analgesics are
commonly used as local anaesthetics, for example in dentistry.
anally / en(ə)li/ adverb through the anus 쑗
anally



microorganism which lives without oxygen,
e.g. the tetanus bacillus
anaerobic /nə rəυbk/ adjective 1. not
needing oxygen for metabolism 쑗 anaerobic
bacteria 2. without oxygen 쑗 anaerobic conditions
anaesthesia /nəs θi ziə/ noun 1. a state,
deliberately produced in a patient by a medical
procedure, in which he or she can feel no pain,
either in a part or in the whole of the body 2. a
loss of feeling caused by damage to nerves

The patient is not able to pass faeces anally.
anal passage /en(ə)l psd/ noun same
as anus
anal sphincter /en(ə)l sfŋktə/ noun a
strong ring of muscle which closes the anus
anal triangle /en(ə)l traŋ&(ə)l/ noun
the posterior part of the perineum. Also called

(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthesia.)
anaesthesiologist /nəsθi zi ɒlədst/
noun US a specialist in the study of anaesthet-

lysed it was found to contain traces of bacteria. (NOTE: The US spelling is analyze.)
analyser / nəlazə/ noun a machine which
analyses blood or tissue samples automatically

anaerobic





anaesthesia





anaesthesiologist





ics
anaesthetic /nəs θetk/ adjective inducing loss of feeling 쐽 noun a substance given to
someone to remove feeling, so that he or she
can undergo an operation without pain
anaesthetic





anal passage



anal sphincter



anal triangle



rectal triangle
analyse / nəlaz/ verb to examine something in detail 쑗 The laboratory is analysing
the blood samples. 쑗 When the food was anaanalyse



analyser



(NOTE: The US spelling is analyzer.)
analysis /ə nləss/ noun an examination of
analysis



a substance to find out what it is made of

(NOTE: The plural is analyses.)
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analyst / nəlst/ noun 1. a person who examines samples of substances or tissue, to find
out what they are made of 2. same as psychoanalyst



analyst

anamnesis /nm ni ss/ noun someone’s
medical history, especially given in their own
words
anamnestic /nm nestk/ adjective
showing a secondary immunological response
to an antigen some time after immunisation
anaphase / nəfez/ noun a stage in cell division, after the metaphase and before the telophase
anaphylactic /nəf lktk/ adjective relating to or caused by extreme sensitivity to a
substance
anaphylactic shock /nəflktk ʃɒk/
noun a sudden severe reaction, which can be
fatal, to something such as an injected substance or a bee sting
anaphylaxis /nəf lkss/ noun 1. extreme sensitivity to a substance introduced into
the body 2. same as anaphylactic shock
anaplasia /nə plesiə/ noun the loss of a
cell’s typical characteristics, caused by cancer
anaplastic /nə plstk/ adjective referring to anaplasia
anaplastic
neoplasm
/nəplstk
ni əυplz(ə)m/ noun a cancer where the cells
are not similar to those of the tissue from
which they come
anarthria /n ɑ θriə/ noun the loss of the
ability to speak words properly
anasarca /nə sɑ kə/ noun the presence of
fluid in the body tissues. 쒁 oedema
anastomose /ə nstəməυz/ verb to join
two blood vessels or tubular structures together
anastomosis /ənstə məυss/ noun a connection made between two blood vessels or tubular structures, either naturally or by surgery
anat. abbr 1. anatomical 2. anatomy
anatomical /nə tɒmk(ə)l/ adjective relating to the anatomy 쑗 the anatomical features
of a fetus
anatomical position /nətɒmk(ə)l pə
zʃ(ə)n/ noun in anatomy, the standard position of the body from which all directions and
positions are derived. The body is assumed to
be standing, with the feet together, the arms to
the side, and the head, eyes and palms facing
forward.
anatomy /ə ntəmi/ noun 1. the structure,
especially the internal structure, of the body 2.
the branch of science that studies the structure
of the bodies of humans, animals and plants 쑗
They are studying anatomy. 왍 the anatomy of
a bone a description of the structure and shape
of a bone
ancillary staff /n sləri stɑ f/ noun the
staff in a hospital who are not administrators,
anamnesis





anamnestic





anaphase



anaphylactic





anaphylactic shock



anaphylaxis





anaplasia





anaplastic





anaplastic neoplasm



anarthria



anasarca





anastomose



anastomosis





anat.

anatomical





anatomical position



anatomy



ancillary staff





doctors or nurses, e.g. cleaners, porters, kitchen staff
ancillary worker /n sləri w! kə/ noun
someone who does a job for patients such
cooking or cleaning which is supplementary to
medical care
anconeus /ŋ kəυniəs/ noun a small triangular muscle at the back of the elbow
Ancylostoma /nslə stəυmə/ noun a parasitic worm in the intestine which holds onto
the wall of the intestine with its teeth and lives
on the blood and protein of the carrier
ancylostomiasis
/nsləυstə maəss/
noun a disease of which the symptoms are
weakness and anaemia, caused by a hookworm which lives on the blood of the carrier.
In severe cases the person may die.
androgen / ndrədən/ noun a male sex
hormone, testosterone or androsterone, which
increases the male characteristics of the body
androgenic /ndrə denk/ adjective producing male characteristics
androgynous /n drɒdənəs/ adjective
same as hermaphrodite
andrology /n drɒlədi/ noun the study of
male sexual characteristics and subjects such
as impotence, infertility and the male menopause
androsterone /n drɒstərəυn/ noun one of
the male sex hormones
anemia /ə ni miə/ noun US same as anaemia
anencephalous /nen kefələs/ adjective
having no brain
anencephaly /nen kefəli/ noun the absence of a brain, which causes a fetus to die a
few hours after birth
anergy / nədi/ noun 1. a state of severe
weakness and lack of energy 2. lack of immunity
anesthesia, etc /nəs θi ə/ US same as
ancillary worker



anconeus



Ancylostoma





ancylostomiasis





androgen



androgenic





androgynous





andrology



androsterone



anemia



anencephalous





anencephaly





anergy



anesthesia





anaesthesia, etc
aneurine /ə njυərn/ noun same as Vitamin
B1
aneurysm / njərz(ə)m/ noun a swelling
aneurine



aneurysm



caused by the weakening of the wall of a blood
vessel

COMMENT: Aneurysm usually occurs in the
wall of the aorta, ‘aortic aneurysm’, and is often due to atherosclerosis, and sometimes to
syphilis.
angi- /ndi/ prefix same as angio- (used before vowels)
angiectasis /ndi ektəss/ noun a swellangi-

angiectasis





ing of the blood vessels
angiitis /ndi ats/ noun an inflammation
of a blood vessel
angina /n danə/ noun a pain in the chest
following exercise or eating, which is caused
by an inadequate supply of blood to the heart
muscles because of narrowing of the arteries.
angiitis





angina
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It is commonly treated with nitrates or calcium
channel blocker drugs.
anginal /n danəl/ adjective referring to
angina 쑗 He suffered anginal pains.
angina pectoris /ndanə pektərs/
noun same as angina
angio- /ndiəυ/ prefix referring to a blood
vessel
angiocardiogram /ndiəυ kɑ diə&rm/
noun a series of pictures resulting from angiocardiography
angiocardiography /ndiəυkɑ di ɒ&rəfi/
noun an X-ray examination of the cardiac system after injection with an opaque dye so that
the organs show up clearly on the film
angiodysplasia
/ndiəυds pleziə/
noun a condition where the blood vessels in the
colon dilate, resulting in loss of blood
angiogenesis /ndiəυ denəss/ noun
the formation of new blood vessels, e.g. in an
embryo or as a result of a tumour
angiogram / ndiəυ&rm/ noun an X-ray
picture of blood vessels
angiography /ndi ɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
examination of blood vessels after injection
with an opaque dye so that they show up clearly on the film
angiology /ndi ɒlədi/ noun the branch
of medicine which deals with blood vessels
and the lymphatic system
angioma /ndi əυmə/ noun a benign tumour formed of blood vessels, e.g. a naevus
angioneurotic oedema /ndiəυnjυrɒ*
tk  di mə/ noun a sudden accumulation of
liquid under the skin, similar to nettle rash
angiopathy /ndi ɒpəθi/ noun a disease of
vessels such as blood and lymphatic vessels
angioplasty / ndiəυplsti/ noun plastic
surgery to repair a blood vessel, e.g. a narrowed coronary artery
angiosarcoma /ndiəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun
a malignant tumour in a blood vessel
angioscope / ndiəυskəυp/ noun a long
thin surgical instrument threaded into a patient’s blood vessels to allow surgeons to observe and perform operations without making
large incisions
angiospasm / ndiəυspz(ə)m/ noun a
spasm which constricts blood vessels
angiotensin / ndiəυtensn/ noun a
polypeptide which affects blood pressure by
causing vasoconstriction and increasing extracellular volume
anginal



angina pectoris



angio-

angiocardiogram





angiocardiography







angiodysplasia





angiogenesis





angiogram



angiography





angiology





angioma





angioneurotic oedema









angiopathy





angioplasty





angiosarcoma





angioscope



angiospasm



angiotensin



COMMENT: The precursor protein, alpha-2globulin is converted to angiotensin I, which is
inactive. A converting enzyme changes angiotensin I into the active form, angiotensin II .
Drugs which block the conversion to the active form, ACE inhibitors, are used in the treatment of hypertension and heart failure.

angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor /ndiəυtensn kənv! tŋ enzam n


inhibitor (NOTE: ACE inhibitors have names
ending in -pril: captopril.)
COMMENT: Contraindications include use with
diuretics, when hypotension can occur and
should be avoided in patients with renovascular disease.
angle-closure glaucoma /ŋ&əl kləυə
&lɔ kəυmə/ noun an unusually high pressure
angle-closure glaucoma





of fluid inside the eyeball caused by pressure
of the iris against the lens, trapping the aqueous humour. Also called acute glaucoma
angular stomatitis /ŋ&jυlə stəυmə
tats/ noun a condition of the lips, mouth and
cheeks characterised by cracks and fissures
and caused by a bacterial infection
angular vein / ŋ&jυlə ven/ noun a vein
which continues the facial vein at the side of
the nose
anhedonia /nh dəυniə/ noun a psychological condition in which a person is unable
to enjoy all the experiences that most people
enjoy
anhidrosis /nh drəυss/ noun a condition
in which sweating by the body is reduced or
stops completely
anhidrotic /nh drɒtk/ adjective referring
to a drug which reduces sweating
anhydraemia /nha dri miə/ noun a lack
of sufficient fluid in the blood
anhydrous /n hadrəs/ adjective referring
to compounds or crystals that contain no water
anhydrous alcohol /nhadrəs lkəhɒl/
noun same as absolute alcohol
anidrosis /n drəυss/ noun same as anangular stomatitis





angular vein



anhedonia





anhidrosis





anhidrotic





anhydraemia





anhydrous



anhydrous alcohol



anidrosis





hidrosis

aniridia /n rdiə/ noun a congenital absence of the iris
anisocytosis /nasəυsa təυss/ noun a
variation in size of red blood cells
anisomelia /nasəυ mi liə/ noun a difference in length of the legs
anisometropia /nasəυmə trəυpiə/ noun
a state where the refraction in the two eyes is
different
ankle / ŋkəl/ noun the part of the body
where the foot is connected to the leg 왍 he
twisted his ankle, he sprained his ankle he
hurt it by stretching it or bending it
anklebone / ŋkəlbəυn/ noun same as
aniridia





anisocytosis





anisomelia





anisometropia





ankle



anklebone





talus

ankle jerk / ŋkəl d! k/ noun a sudden jerk
as a reflex action of the foot when the back of
the ankle is tapped
ankle joint / ŋkəl dɔnt/ noun a joint
which connects the bones of the lower leg (the
tibia and fibula) to the talus
ankle jerk



ankle joint



angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor



ankle joint
hbtə/ noun a drug which inhibits the conversion of angiotensin I to angiotensin II, which
constricts arteries, used in the treatment of hypertension and heart failure. Also called ACE
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ankyloblepharon
/ŋkləυ blefərɒn/
noun a state where the edges of the eyelids are
stuck together
ankylose / ŋkləυz/ verb to fuse together,
or to cause bones to fuse together
ankylosing spondylitis /ŋkləυzŋ
spɒnd lats/ noun a condition occurring
more frequently in young men, in which the
vertebrae and sacroiliac joints are inflamed
and become stiff
ankylosis /ŋk ləυss/ noun a condition in
which the bones of a joint fuse together
Ankylostoma /ŋkl stəυmə/ noun same
as Ancylostoma
ankylostomiasis /ŋkləυstə maəss/
noun same as ancylostomiasis
ANLL abbr acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia
annular / njυlə/ adjective shaped like a ring
annulus / njυləs/ noun a structure shaped
like a ring
ano- /nəυ/ prefix referring to the anus
anococcygeal /nəkɒks di əl/ adjective
referring to both the anus and coccyx
anodyne / nədan/ noun a drug which reduces pain, e.g. aspirin or codeine 쐽 adjective
referring to drugs that bring relief from pain or
discomfort
anomalous /ə nɒmələs/ adjective different
from what is usual
anomalous pulmonary venous drainage /ənɒmələs p"lmən(ə)ri vi nəs dre*
nd/ noun a condition in which oxygenated
blood from the lungs drains into the right atrium instead of the left
anomaly /ə nɒməli/ noun something which
is different from the usual
anomie / nəmi/ noun a psychological condition in which a person develops the feeling
of not being part of the everyday world, and
behaves as though they do not have any supporting social or moral framework
anonychia /nə nkiə/ noun a congenital
absence of one or more nails
anopheles /ə nɒfəli z/ noun a mosquito
which carries the malaria parasite
anoplasty / enəυplsti/ noun surgery to repair the anus, as in treating haemorrhoids
anorchism /n ɔ kz(ə)m/ noun a congenital absence of testicles
anorectal /enəυ rekt(ə)l/ adjective referring to both the anus and rectum
anorectic /nə rektk/ noun a medicine
that suppresses the appetite 쐽 adjective relating to life-threatening loss of appetite
anorexia /nə reksiə/ noun loss of appetite
anorexia nervosa /nəreksiə n! vəυsə/
noun a psychological condition, usually found
in girls and young women, in which a person
refuses to eat because of a fear of becoming fat
anorexic /nə reksk/ adjective 1. referring
to anorexia 2. having anorexia 쑗 The school
ankyloblepharon





ankylose



ankylosing spondylitis





ankylosis





Ankylostoma





ankylostomiasis





ANLL

annular



annulus



ano-

anococcygeal





anodyne



anomalous



anomalous pulmonary venous drainage



anomaly



anomie



anonychia





anopheles



anoplasty



anorchism



anorectal





anorectic





anorexia





anorexia nervosa



anorexic







has developed a programme of counselling for
anorexic students.
anosmia /n ɒzmiə/ noun the lack of the
sense of smell
anovulant /n ɒvjələnt/ noun a drug that
prevents ovulation, e.g. a birth-control pill
anovular /n ɒvjυlə/ adjective without an
ovum
anovular bleeding /nɒvjυlə bli dŋ/
noun bleeding from the uterus when ovulation
has not taken place
anovulation /nɒvjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which a women does not ovulate and
is therefore infertile
anoxaemia /nɒk si miə/ noun a reduction
of the amount of oxygen in the blood
anoxia /n ɒksiə/ noun a lack of oxygen in
body tissue
anoxic /n ɒksk/ adjective referring to anoxia or lacking oxygen
anserina /nsə ranə/ 쏡 cutis anserina
antacid /nt sd/ adjective preventing too
much acid forming in the stomach or altering
the amount of acid in the stomach 쐽 noun a
substance that stops too much acid forming in
the stomach, used in the treatment of gastrointestinal conditions such as ulcers, e.g. calcium carbonate or magnesium trisilicate
antagonism /n t&ənz(ə)m/ noun 1. the
opposing force that usually exists between
pairs of muscles 2. the interaction between two
or more chemical substances in the body that
reduces the effect that each substance has individually
antagonist /n t&ənst/ adjective 1. referring to a muscle which opposes another muscle in a movement 2. referring to a substance
which opposes another substance 쐽 noun a
substance which acts through specific receptors to block the action of another substance,
but which has no observable physiological effect itself 쑗 Atropine is a cholinergic antagonist and blocks the effects of acetylcholine.
ante- /nti/ prefix before
ante cibum /nti tʃbəm, nti si bəm/
adverb full form of a.c.
anteflexion /nti flekʃən/ noun the curving forward of an organ, e.g. the usual curvature of the uterus
antegrade amnesia /nti&red m
ni ziə/ noun a form of memory loss relating to
the things that happen after a traumatic event
antemortem /nti mɔ təm/ noun the period before death
antenatal /nti net(ə)l/ adjective during
the period between conception and childbirth
antenatal clinic /nti net(ə)l klnk/
noun a clinic where expectant mothers are
taught how to look after babies, do exercises
and have medical checkups. Also called maanosmia



anovulant



anovular



anovular bleeding



anovulation





anoxaemia





anoxia



anoxic



anserina





antacid



antagonism



antagonist



ante-

ante cibum





anteflexion





antegrade amnesia



antemortem





antenatal





antenatal clinic



ternity clinic
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antenatal diagnosis /ntinet(ə)l daə&
nəυss/ noun a medical examination of a
pregnant woman to see if the fetus is developing in the usual way. Also called prenatal diantenatal diagnosis







agnosis

anti-D
anti- /nti/ prefix against
antiallergenic /ntilə denk/ adjective
referring to something such as a cosmetic
which will not aggravate an allergy
antiarrhythmic /ntie rðmk/ adjective
referring to a drug which corrects an irregular
heartbeat
antiasthmatic /ntis mtk/ adjective
referring to a drug that is used to treat asthma
antibacterial /ntibk təriəl/ adjective
destroying bacteria
antibiogram /nti baə&rm/ noun a laboratory technique which establishes to what degree an organism is sensitive to an antibiotic
antibiotic /ntiba ɒtk/ adjective stopping
the spread of bacteria 쐽 noun a drug which is
developed from living substances and which
stops the spread of bacteria, e.g. penicillin 쑗
He was given a course of antibiotics. 쑗 Antibiotics have no effect against viral diseases.
anti-

antiallergenic





antiarrhythmic

antepartum /nti pɑ təm/ noun the period
of three months before childbirth 쐽 adjective
referring to the three months before childbirth
antepartum haemorrhage /ntipɑ təm
hemərd/ noun bleeding from the vagina before labour. Abbr APH
anterior /n təriə/ adjective in front. Opposite posterior
anterior aspect /ntəriə spekt/ noun a
view of the front of the body, or of the front of
part of the body. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
anterior chamber /ntəriə tʃembə/
noun part of the aqueous chamber of the eye
which is in front of the iris
anterior fontanelle /ntəriə fɒntə nel/
noun the cartilage at the top of the head where
the frontal bone joins the two parietals
anterior jugular /ntəriə d"&jυlə/ noun
a small jugular vein in the neck
anterior nares /ntəriə neəri z/ plural
noun the two nostrils. Also called external
antepartum





antepartum haemorrhage





anterior



anterior aspect



anterior chamber



anterior fontanelle





anterior jugular



anterior nares



nares

anterior superior iliac spine /ntəriə
sυpəriə lik span/ noun a projection at
the front end of the iliac crest of the pelvis
anterior synechia /ntəriə s nekiə/
noun a condition of the eye, where the iris
sticks to the cornea
anterograde amnesia /ntərəυ&red m
ni ziə/ noun a brain condition in which the
person cannot remember things which happened recently
anteversion /nti v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the tilting
forward of an organ, whether usual, as of the
uterus, or unusual
anthelmintic /nθel mntk/ noun a substance which removes worms from the intestine 쐽 adjective removing worms from the intestine
anthracosis /nθrə kəυss/ noun a lung
disease caused by breathing coal dust
anthrax / nθrks/ noun a disease of cattle
and sheep which can be transmitted to humans
anterior superior iliac spine





anterior synechia





anterograde amnesia





anteversion





anthelmintic





anthracosis





anthrax



COMMENT: Caused by Bacillus anthracis, anthrax can be transmitted by touching infected
skin, meat or other parts of an animal, including bone meal used as a fertiliser. It causes
pustules on the skin or in the lungs, ‘woolsorter’s disease’.
anthrop- /nθrəp/ prefix referring to human
anthrop-

beings
anthropometry /nθrə pɒmətri/ noun the
study of human body measurements (NOTE:
anthropometry





The uses of anthropometry include the design of
ergonomic furniture and the examination and
comparison of populations.)





antiasthmatic





antibacterial





antibiogram





antibiotic





COMMENT: Penicillin is one of the commonest
antibiotics, together with streptomycin, tetracycline, erythromycin and many others. Although antibiotics are widely and successfully
used, new forms of bacteria have developed
which are resistant to them.
antibody / ntbɒdi/ noun a protein that is
antibody



stimulated by the body to produce foreign substances such as bacteria, as part of an immune
reaction 쑗 Tests showed that he had antibodies
in his blood.
antibody-negative /ntbɒdi ne&ətv/
adjective showing none of a particular antibody in the blood 쑗 The donor tested antibody-negative.
antibody-positive /ntbɒdi pɒztv/ adjective showing the presence of particular antibodies in the blood 쑗 The patient is HIV antibody-positive.
anti-cancer drug /nti knsə dr"&/ noun
a drug which can control or destroy cancer
cells
anticholinergic /ntikəυl n! dk/ adjective blocking nerve impulses which are part of
the stress response 쐽 noun one of a group of
drugs which are used to control stress
anticholinesterase /ntikəυln estərez/
noun a substance which blocks nerve impulses
by reducing the activity of the enzyme
cholinesterase
anticoagulant /ntikəυ &jυlənt/ adjective slowing or stopping the clotting of blood 쐽
noun a drug which slows down or stops the
clotting of blood, used to prevent the formation of a thrombus (NOTE: Anticoagulants have
antibody-negative



antibody-positive



anti-cancer drug



anticholinergic





anticholinesterase







anticoagulant





names ending in -parin: heparin.)
anticonvulsant /ntikən v"ls(ə)nt/ adjective acting to control convulsions 쐽 noun a
anticonvulsant





drug used to control convulsions, as in the
treatment of epilepsy, e.g. carbamazepine
anti-D /nti di/, anti-D gamma-globulin
/nti di &mə &lɒbjυln/ noun Rh D imanti-D
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munoglobulin, used to treat pregnant women
who develop antibodies when the mother is
Rh-negative and the fetus is Rh-positive
antidepressant /ntid pres(ə)nt/ adjective acting to relieve depression 쐽 noun a drug
used to relieve depression by stimulating the
mood of a depressed person. Examples are tricyclic antidepressants, selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors and monoamine oxidase inhibitors.
antidiabetic /ntidaə betk/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of diabetes 쐽 adjective
referring to an antidiabetic drug
antidiarrhoeal /ntidaə ri əl/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of diarrhoea 쐽 adjective
referring to an antidiarrhoeal drug (NOTE: [all
antidepressant





antidiabetic





antidiarrhoeal





senses] The US spelling is antidiarrheal.)

anti-D immunoglobulin /nti di m
jυnəυ &lɒbjυln/ noun immunoglobulin administered to Rh-negative mothers after the
birth of an Rh-positive baby, to prevent
haemolytic disease of the newborn in the next
pregnancy
antidiuretic /ntidajυ retk/ noun a substance which stops the production of excessive
amounts of urine 쑗 hormones which have an
antidiuretic effect on the kidneys 쐽 adjective
preventing the excessive production of urine
antidiuretic hormone /ntidajυretk
hɔ məυn/ noun a hormone secreted by the
posterior lobe of the pituitary gland which acts
on the kidneys to regulate the quantity of salt
in body fluids and the amount of urine excreted by the kidneys. Also called vasopressin
antidote / ntdəυt/ noun a substance which
counteracts the effect of a poison 쑗 There is no
satisfactory antidote to cyanide.
antiembolic /ntiem bɒlk/ adjective preventing embolism
antiemetic /nti metk/ noun a drug
which prevents vomiting 쐽 adjective acting to
prevent vomiting
antiepileptic drug /ntiep leptk dr"&/
noun a drug used in the treatment of epilepsy
and convulsions, e.g. carbamazepine
antifibrinolytic /ntifabrnə ltk/ adjective acting to reduce fibrosis
antifungal /nti f"ŋ&əl/ adjective referring
to a substance which kills or controls fungal
and yeast infections, e.g. candida and ringworm (NOTE: Antifungal drugs have names endanti-D immunoglobulin



antidiuretic





antidiuretic hormone





antidote



antiembolic





antiemetic





antiepileptic drug





antifibrinolytic





antifungal





ing in -conazole: fluconazole.)

antigen / ntdən/ noun a substance that
stimulates the body to produce antibodies, e.g.
a protein on the surface of a cell or microorganism
antigenic /nt denk/ adjective referring
to a substance which stimulates the formation
of antibodies
antigen



antigenic





antihaemophilic factor /ntihi mə flk
fktə/ noun factor VIII, used to encourage
blood-clotting in haemophiliacs. Abbr AHF
antihelminthic /ntihel mnθk/ noun a
drug used in the treatment of worm infections
such as threadworm, hookworm or roundworm
antihistamine /nti hstəmi n/ noun a
drug used to control the effects of an allergy
which releases histamine, or reduces gastric
acid in the stomach for the treatment of gastric
ulcers (NOTE: Antihistamines have names endantihaemophilic factor





antihelminthic





antihistamine





ing in -tidine: loratidine for allergies, cimetidine for gastric ulcers.)
anti-HIV antibody /nti etʃ a vi nti
bɒdi/ noun an antibody which attacks HIV
antihypertensive /ntihapə tensv/ adjective acting to reduce blood pressure 쐽 noun
anti-HIV antibody



antihypertensive





a drug used to reduce high blood pressure
anti-inflammatory /nti n flmət(ə)ri/
adjective referring to a drug which reduces inflammation
antilymphocytic serum /ntilmfəυ stk
sərəm/ noun a serum used to produce immunosuppression in people undergoing transplant
operations. Abbr ALS
antimalarial /ntimə leəriəl/ noun a drug
used to treat malaria and in malarial prophylaxis 쐽 adjective treating or preventing malaria
antimetabolite /ntimə tbəlat/ noun a
substance which can replace a cell metabolism, but which is not active
antimicrobial /ntima krəυbiəl/ adjective
acting against microorganisms that cause disease
antimigraine /nti ma&ren/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of migraine
antimitotic /ntima tɒtk/ adjective preventing the division of a cell by mitosis
antimuscarinic /ntim"skə rnk/ adjective referring to a drug which blocks acetylcholine receptors found on smooth muscle in the
gut and eye
antimycotic /ntima kɒtk/ adjective destroying fungi
antinauseant /nti nɔ ziənt/ adjective referring to a drug which helps to suppress nausea
antioxidant /nti ɒksd(ə)nt/ noun a substance which makes oxygen less damaging,
e.g. in the body or in foods or plastics 쑗 antioxidant vitamins
antiperistalsis /ntiper stlss/ noun a
movement in the oesophagus or intestine
which causes their contents to move in the opposite direction to usual peristalsis, so leading
to vomiting
antiperspirant /nti p! sp(ə)rənt/ noun a
substance which prevents sweating 쐽 adjective
preventing sweating
anti-inflammatory





antilymphocytic serum





antimalarial





antimetabolite





antimicrobial





antimigraine





antimitotic





antimuscarinic





antimycotic





antinauseant



antioxidant





antiperistalsis





antiperspirant
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antipruritic /ntiprυ rtk/ noun a substance which prevents itching 쐽 adjective preventing itching
antipsychotic /ntisa kɒtk/ noun a neuroleptic or major tranquilliser drug which
calms disturbed people without causing sedation or confusion by blocking dopamine receptors in the brain
antipruritic





antipsychotic





COMMENT: Extrapyramidal side-effects can occur from the use of antipsychotics, including
Parkinsonian symptoms and restlessness.
antipyretic /ntipa retk/ noun a drug
which helps to reduce a fever 쐽 adjective reantipyretic





ducing fever
anti-Rh body /nti ɑ r etʃ bɒdi/ noun an
antibody formed in a mother’s blood in reaction to a Rhesus antigen in the blood of the fetus
antisepsis /nt sepss/ noun a procedure
intended to prevent sepsis
antiseptic /nt septk/ adjective preventing harmful microorganisms from spreading 쑗
She gargled with an antiseptic mouthwash. 쐽
noun a substance which prevents germs growing or spreading 쑗 The nurse painted the
wound with antiseptic.
antiserum /nti sərəm/ noun 쏡 serum
anti-Rh body



antisepsis





antiseptic





antiserum





(NOTE: The plural is antisera.)
antisocial /nti səυʃ(ə)l/ adjective refer

ring to behaviour which is harmful to other
people
antispasmodic /ntispz mɒdk/ noun a
drug used to prevent spasms
antitetanus serum /nti tetənəs sərəm/
noun a serum which protects a patient against
tetanus. Abbr ATS
antithrombin /nti θrɒmbn/ noun a substance present in the blood which prevents
clotting
antitoxic serum /nti tɒksk sərəm/
noun an immunising agent, formed of serum
taken from an animal which has developed antibodies to a disease, used to protect a person
from that disease
antitoxin /nti tɒksn/ noun an antibody
produced by the body to counteract a poison in
the body
antitragus /nti tre&əs/ noun a small projection on the outer ear opposite the tragus
antituberculous drug /ntitjυ b! kjυləs
dr"&/ noun a drug used to treat tuberculosis,
e.g. Isoniazid or rifampicin
antitussive /nti t"sv/ noun a drug used
to reduce coughing
antivenin /nti venn/, antivenom /nti
venəm/, antivenene /ntivə ni n/ noun a
substance which helps the body to fight the effects of a particular venom from a snake or insect bite
antiviral /nti varəl/ adjective referring to
a drug or treatment which stops or reduces the
antispasmodic





antitetanus serum



antithrombin



antitoxic serum



antitoxin





antitragus





antituberculous drug







antitussive





antivenin









antiviral







tiviral drug

antiviral drug /nti varəl dr"&/ noun a
drug which is effective against a virus (NOTE:
antiviral drug





Antiviral drugs have names ending in -ciclovir.)
antra / ntrə/ plural of antrum
antral / ntrəl/ adjective referring to an anantra



antral



trum
antral puncture /ntrəl p"ŋktʃə/ noun
making a hole in the wall of the maxillary sinus to remove fluid
antrectomy /n trektəmi/ noun the surgical
removal of an antrum in the stomach to prevent
gastrin being formed
antroscopy /n trɒskəpi/ noun an examination of an antrum
antrostomy /n trɒstəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make an opening in the maxillary
sinus to drain an antrum
antrum / ntrəm/ noun any cavity inside the
body, especially one in bone (NOTE: The plural
antral puncture



antrectomy



antroscopy



antrostomy



antrum



is antra.)

anuria /n jυəriə/ noun a condition in which
the patient does not make urine, either because
of a deficiency in the kidneys or because the
urinary tract is blocked
anus / enəs/ noun a short passage after the
rectum at the end of the alimentary canal, leading outside the body between the buttocks and
through which faeces are passed. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement, UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement (NOTE:
anuria



anus



antisocial



aorta
damage caused by a virus 쐽 noun same as an-



For other terms referring to the anus, see anal
and words beginning with ano-.)
anvil / nvl/ noun same as incus
anxiety /ŋ zaəti/ noun the state of being
anvil



anxiety



very worried and afraid
anxiety disorder /ŋ zaəti dsɔ də/ noun
a mental disorder where someone is very worried and afraid, e.g. a phobia
anxiety neurosis /ŋ zaəti njυrəυss/
noun a neurotic condition where the patient is
anxious and has morbid fears
anxiolytic /ŋksiə ltk/ noun a drug used
in the treatment of anxiety 쐽 adjective treating
anxiety
anxious / ŋkʃəs/ adjective 1. very worried
and afraid 쑗 My sister is ill – I am anxious
about her. 2. eager 쑗 She was anxious to get
home. 쑗 I was anxious to see the doctor.
aorta /e ɔ tə/ noun the main artery in the
body, which sends blood containing oxygen
from the heart to other blood vessels around
the body. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
anxiety disorder





anxiety neurosis





anxiolytic





anxious



aorta



COMMENT: The aorta is about 45 centimetres
long. It leaves the left ventricle, rises where
the carotid arteries branch off, then goes
downwards through the abdomen and divides
into the two iliac arteries. The aorta is the
blood vessel which carries all arterial blood
from the heart.
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aortic /e ɔ tk/ adjective relating to the aorta
aortic aneurysm /eɔ tk njərz(ə)m/
noun a serious aneurysm of the aorta, associated with atherosclerosis
aortic arch /e ɔ tk ɑ tʃ/ noun a bend in the
aorta which links the ascending aorta to the descending aorta
aortic hiatus /eɔ tk ha etəs/ noun an
opening in the diaphragm through which the
aorta passes
aortic
incompetence
/eɔ tk
nkɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun a condition in which
the aortic valve does not close properly, causing regurgitation
aortic regurgitation /eɔ tk r&! d
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a backward flow of blood
caused by a malfunctioning aortic valve
aortic sinuses /eɔ tk sanəsz/ plural
noun swellings in the aorta from which the
coronary arteries lead back into the heart itself
aortic stenosis /eɔ tk ste nəυss/ noun a
condition in which the aortic valve is narrow,
caused by rheumatic fever
aortic valve /eɔ tk vlv/ noun a valve
with three flaps, situated at the opening into
the aorta
aortitis /eɔ tats/ noun inflammation of
the aorta
aortography /eɔ tɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
examination of the aorta after an opaque substance has been injected into it
a.p. adverb before a meal. Full form ante

‘…in this study, babies having an Apgar score of
four or less had 100% mortality. The lower the Apgar score, the poorer the chance of survival’
[Indian Journal of Medical Sciences]

aortic



aortic aneurysm





aortic arch



aortic hiatus





aortic incompetence



aortic regurgitation







aortic sinuses



aortic stenosis





aortic valve



aortitis





aortography





a.p.

APH abbr antepartum haemorrhage
aphagia /e fediə/ noun a condition in
which a person is unable to swallow
aphakia /e fekiə/ noun the absence of the
crystalline lens in the eye
aphakic /e fekk/ adjective referring to
aphakia
aphasia /e feziə/ noun a condition in which
a person is unable to speak or write, or to understand speech or writing because of damage
to the brain centres controlling speech
apheresis /fə ri ss/ noun the transfusion
of blood, from which some components have
been removed, back into a patient
aphonia /e fəυniə/ noun a condition in
which a person is unable to make sounds
aphrodisiac /frə dzik/ noun a substance which increases sexual urges 쐽 adjective increasing sexual desire
aphtha / fθə/ noun a small white ulcer
which appears in groups in the mouth in people who have the fungal condition thrush
APH

aphagia



aphakia



aphakic



aphasia



apheresis





aphonia



aphrodisiac





aphtha



(NOTE: The plural is apthae.)
aphthous stomatitis /fθəs stəυmə
tats/ noun canker sores which affect the muaphthous stomatitis





cous membrane in the mouth
aphthous ulcer /fθəs "lsə/ noun same as
aphthous ulcer



mouth ulcer
apical / pk(ə)l/ adjective situated at the top
apical



prandium

apathetic /pə θetk/ adjective referring to
a person who takes no interest in anything
apathy / pəθi/ noun the condition of not being interested in anything, or of not wanting to
do anything
aperient /ə pəriənt/ noun a substance which
causes a bowel movement, e.g. a laxative or
purgative 쐽 adjective causing a bowel movement
aperistalsis /eper stlsis/ noun a lack of
the peristaltic movement in the bowel
Apert’s syndrome / p! ts sndrəυm/
noun a condition in which the skull grows tall
and the lower part of the face is underdeveloped
aperture / pətʃə/ noun a hole
apex / epeks/ noun 1. the top of the heart or
lung 2. the end of the root of a tooth
apex beat / epeks bi t/ noun a heartbeat
which can be felt if the hand is placed on the
heart
Apgar score / p&ɑ skɔ / noun a method of
judging the condition of a newborn baby in
which the baby is given a maximum of two
points on each of five criteria: colour of the
skin, heartbeat, breathing, muscle tone and reaction to stimuli [Described 1952. After Virginia
apathetic





apathy



aperient



aperistalsis





Apert’s syndrome



aperture



apex



apex beat



Apgar score



Apgar (1909–74), US anaesthesiologist.]

or tip of something
apical abscess /pk(ə)l bses/ noun an
abscess in the socket around the root of a tooth
apicectomy /p sektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the root of a tooth
aplasia /e pleziə/ noun a lack of growth of
tissue
aplastic /e plstk/ adjective unable to develop new cells or tissue
aplastic anaemia /eplstk ə ni miə/
noun anaemia caused by the bone marrow failing to form red blood cells
apnea /p ni ə/ noun US same as apnoea
apneusis / pnu ss/ noun a breathing pattern caused by brain damage, in which each
breath is held for a long time
apnoea /p ni ə/ noun the stopping of
breathing (NOTE: The US spelling is apnea.)
apnoeic /p ni k/ adjective where breathing
has stopped (NOTE: The US spelling is apneic.)
apocrine / pəkran/ adjective referring to
apocrine glands
apocrine gland / pəkran &lnd/ noun a
gland producing body odour where parts of the
gland’s cells break off with the secretions, e.g.
a sweat gland
apocrinitis /pəkr nats/ noun the formation of abscesses in the sweat glands
apical abscess



apicectomy





aplasia



aplastic



aplastic anaemia



apnea



apneusis



apnoea



apnoeic



apocrine



apocrine gland



apocrinitis
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apolipoprotein E /əpɒlpəprəυti n i /
noun a compound found in three varieties
which transport lipids within the cell and
across cell membranes, the genes for two of
which are linked with increased risk of Alzheimer’s disease. Abbr ApoE
apomorphine /pəυ mɔ fi n/ noun a substance that comes from morphine, used to
make a person cough, sleep or be sick (NOTE: It
apolipoprotein E



apomorphine





is administered under the skin and is used to
treat drug overdose, accidental poisoning and
Parkinson’s disease.)
aponeurosis /pəυnjυ rəυss/ noun a
aponeurosis





band of tissue which attaches muscles to each
other
apophyseal /pə fziəl/ adjective referring
to apophysis
apophysis /ə pɒfəss/ noun a growth of
bone, not at a joint
apophysitis /pəf sats/ noun inflammation of an apophysis
apoplexy / pəpleksi/ noun same as cereapophyseal



apophysis



apophysitis



apoplexy



brovascular accident (dated )
apoptosis /ə pɒptəss/ noun a form of cell
apoptosis



death that is necessary both to make room for
new cells and to remove cells whose DNA has
been damaged and which may become cancerous
APP abbr amyloid precursor protein
apparatus /pə retəs/ noun equipment
used in a laboratory or hospital 쑗 The hospital
has installed new apparatus in the physiotherapy department. 쑗 The blood sample was tested in a special piece of apparatus. (NOTE: No
APP

apparatus





plural: use a piece of apparatus; some new apparatus.)
appendage /ə pendd/ noun a part of the
appendage



body or piece of tissue which hangs down
from another part
appendectomy /pən dektəmi/ noun US
same as appendicectomy
appendiceal /pən dsiəl/ adjective relating to the appendix 쑗 There is a risk of appendiceal infection.
appendiceal colic /pəndsiəl kɒlk/
noun colic caused by an inflamed appendix
appendicectomy /əpend sektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of an appendix
appendicitis /əpend sats/ noun inflammation of the vermiform appendix
appendectomy





appendiceal





appendiceal colic



appendicectomy





appendicitis





COMMENT:

Appendicitis takes several forms.
In acute appendicitis there is a sudden attack of severe pain in the right lower part of
the abdomen, accompanied by a fever. Acute
appendicitis usually requires urgent surgery.
In chronic appendicitis, the appendix is
slightly inflamed, giving a dull pain or a feeling
of indigestion over a period of time (a ‘grumbling appendix’).
appendicular /pən dkjυlə/ adjective 1.
appendicular





referring to body parts which are associated
with the arms and legs 2. relating to the appendix

apraxia
appendicular skeleton /pən dkjυlə
skelt(ə)n/ noun part of the skeleton, formed
of the pelvic girdle, pectoral girdle and the
bones of the arms and legs. Compare axial
appendicular skeleton



skeleton

appendix /ə pendks/ noun 1. a small tube
attached to the caecum which serves no function but can become infected, causing appendicitis. Also called vermiform appendix. See
illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
2. any small tube or sac hanging from an organ
apperception /pə sepʃ(ə)n/ noun the
conscious recognition of a stimulus
appetite / ptat/ noun the feeling of wanting food 왍 good appetite interest in eating
food 왍 loss of appetite becoming uninterested
in eating food
applanation tonometry /pləneʃ(ə)n tə
nɒmətri/ noun the measuring of the thickness
of the cornea
appliance /ə plaəns/ noun a piece of apparatus used on the body 쑗 He was wearing a
surgical appliance to support his neck.
application /pl keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
process of putting a medication or bandage on
a body part 쑗 Two applications of the lotion
should be made each day. 2. the process of asking officially for something, usually in writing
쑗 If you are applying for the job, you must fill
in an application form.
applicator / plketə/ noun an instrument
for applying a substance
appointment /ə pɔntmənt/ noun an arrangement to see someone at a particular time
쑗 I have an appointment with the doctor or to
see the doctor on Tuesday.
apposition /pə zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the relative positioning of two things 2. cell growth in
which layers of new material are deposited on
existing ones
appraisal /ə prez(ə)l/ noun a judgment or
opinion on something or somebody, especially
one which decides how effective or useful they
are
apprehension /pr henʃən/ noun a feeling of anxiety or fear that something bad or unpleasant will happen
approach /ə prəυtʃ/ noun 1. a way of dealing
with a problem 쑗 The authority has adopted a
radical approach to the problem of patient
waiting lists. 2. a method used by a surgeon
when carrying out an operation
approve /ə pru v/ verb 왍 to approve of
something to think that something is good 쑗 I
don’t approve of patients staying in bed. 쑗 The
Medical Council does not approve of this new
treatment.
apraxia /e prksiə/ noun a condition in
which someone is unable to make proper
movements
appendix



apperception





appetite



applanation tonometry



appliance



application





applicator



appointment



apposition





appraisal



apprehension



approach



approve



apraxia
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apyrexia /epa reksiə/ noun the absence of
fever
apyrexial /epa reksiəl/ adjective no longer
having any fever
aqua / kwə/ noun water
aqueduct / kwd"kt/ noun a tube which
carries fluid from one part of the body to another
aqueduct of Sylvius /kwd"kt əv slviəs/
noun same as cerebral aqueduct
aqueous / ekwiəs, kwiəs/ adjective referring to a solution made with water 쐽 noun a
fluid in the eye between the lens and the cornea
aqueous humour /ekwiəs hju mə/ noun
same as aqueous. see illustration at EYE in
Supplement
AR abbr attributable risk
arachidonic acid /ərkdɒnk sd/
noun an essential fatty acid
arachnidism /ə rkndz(ə)m/ noun poisoning by the bite of a spider
arachnodactyly /ərknəυ dktli/ noun a
congenital condition in which the fingers and
toes are long and thin
arachnoid /ə rknɔd/ noun the middle of
the three membranes covering the brain. 쒁
apyrexia





apyrexial





aqua



aqueduct



aqueduct of Sylvius



aqueous





aqueous humour



AR

arachidonic acid



arachnidism



arachnodactyly





arachnoid



dura mater

arachnoiditis /ərknɔ dats/ noun inflammation of the arachnoid
arachnoid mater /ə rknɔd metə/, arachnoid membrane /ə rknɔd membren/ noun
same as arachnoid
arachnoid villi /ərknɔd vla/ plural
noun villi in the arachnoid which absorb cerebrospinal fluid
arborisation /ɑ bəra zeʃ(ə)n/, arborization noun the branching ends of some nerve fibres, of a motor nerve in muscle fibre or of
venules, capillaries and arterioles
arbor vitae /ɑ bə vati / noun the structure
of the cerebellum or of the uterus which looks
like a tree
arbovirus / ɑ bəυvarəs/ noun a virus transmitted by blood-sucking insects
arc /ɑ k/ noun 1. a nerve pathway 2. part of a
curved structure in the body
ARC abbr AIDS-related complex or AIDS-related condition
arc eye / ɑ k a/ noun temporary painful
blindness caused by ultraviolet rays, especially
in arc welding
arch /ɑ tʃ/ noun a curved part of the body, especially under the foot
arch- /ɑ tʃ/ prefix chief, most important
arcuate / ɑ kjuət/ adjective arched
arcuate artery / ɑ kjuət ɑ təri/ noun a
curved artery in the foot or kidney
arcuate ligaments / ɑ kjuət ɑ təri/ plural
noun three ligaments forming a fibrous arch to
which the diaphragm is attached
arachnoiditis





arachnoid mater





arachnoid villi



arborisation





arbor vitae



arbovirus





arc

ARC

arc eye



arch

arch-

arcuate



arcuate artery



arcuate ligaments



arcus / ɑ kəs/ noun an arch
arcus senilis /ɑ kəs sə nals/ noun an
opaque circle around the cornea of the eye
which can develop in old age
ARDS /ɑ dz/ abbr adult respiratory distress
syndrome
areata /ri etə/ noun 쏡 alopecia areata
areola /ə ri ələ/ noun 1. the coloured part
round a nipple 2. in the eye, the part of the iris
closest to the pupil
areolar tissue /ə ri ələ tʃu / noun a type of
connective tissue
arginine / ɑ dni n/ noun an amino acid
which helps the liver form urea
argon laser / ɑ &ɒn lezə/ noun a laser used
in sealing blood vessels and destroying specific lesions
Argyll Robertson pupil /ɑ &al rɒbətsən
pju p(ə)l/ noun a condition of the eye, in
which the lens is able to focus but the pupil
does not react to light. It is a symptom of tertiary syphilis or of locomotor ataxia.
ariboflavinosis /erabəυflev nəυss/
noun a condition caused by not having enough
vitamin B2. The symptoms are very oily skin
and hair and small cuts in the mouth.
arm /ɑ m/ noun the part of the body from the
shoulder to the hand, formed of the upper arm,
the elbow and the forearm 쑗 She broke her
arm skiing. 쑗 Lift your arms up above your
head. (NOTE: For other terms referring to the arm
arcus



arcus senilis





ARDS

areata





areola



areolar tissue



arginine



argon laser



Argyll Robertson pupil



ariboflavinosis





arm

see words beginning with brachi-, brachio-.)
arm bones / ɑ m bəυnz/ plural noun the huarm bones



merus, the ulna and the radius
armpit / ɑ mpt/ noun the hollow under the
shoulder, between the upper arm and the body,
where the upper arm joins the shoulder, containing several important blood vessels, lymph
nodes and sweat glands. Also called axilla
arm sling / ɑ m slŋ/ noun a support for an
injured arm that prevents it from moving by tying it against the chest
Arnold-Chiari malformation /ɑ nəld ki
eəri mlfɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun a congenital
condition in which the base of the skull is malformed, allowing parts of the cerebellum into
the spinal canal [Described 1894. After Julius A.
armpit



arm sling



Arnold-Chiari malformation







Arnold (1835–1915), Professor of Pathological
Anatomy at Heidelberg, Germany, and Hans von
Chiari (1851–1916), Professor of Pathological
Anatomy at Strasbourg and later at Prague,
Czech Republic.]
aromatherapist /ərəυmə θerəpst/ noun a
aromatherapist





person specialising in aromatherapy
aromatherapy /ərəυmə θerəpi/ noun treatment to relieve tension and promote wellbeing
in which fragrant oils and creams containing
plant extracts are massaged into the skin
arousal /ə raυz(ə)l/ noun 1. feelings and
physical signs of sexual desire 2. the act of
aromatherapy



arousal
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waking up from sleep, unconsciousness or a
drowsy state
arrector pili /ərektə pala m"s(ə)l/ noun
a small muscle which contracts and makes the
hair on the skin stand up when someone is cold
or afraid
arrest /ə rest/ noun the stopping of a bodily
function. 쒁 cardiac arrest
arrhythmia /ə rðmiə/ noun a variation in the
rhythm of the heartbeat
arrector pili



arrest



arrhythmia



‘Cardiovascular effects may include atrial arrhythmias but at 30°C there is the possibility of spontaneous ventricular fibrillation’ [British Journal of Nursing]
arrhythmic /ə rðmk/ adjective (of a heartbeat or breathing) rhythmically irregular. 쒁 antiarrhythmic
arsenic / ɑ snk/ noun a chemical element
arrhythmic



arsenic



which forms poisonous compounds such as arsenic trioxide and which was formerly used in
some medicines (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
As.)





teriosus

arteriotomy /ɑ təri ɒtəmi/ noun a puncture made in the wall of an artery
arteriovenous /ɑ təriəυ vi nəs/ adjective
referring to both an artery and a vein
arteritis /ɑ tə rats/ noun inflammation of
the walls of an artery
artery / ɑ təri/ noun a blood vessel taking
blood from the heart to the tissues of the body
arteriotomy





arteriovenous





arteritis





artery



COMMENT: In most arteries the blood has been
oxygenated in the lungs and is bright red in
colour. In the pulmonary artery, the blood is
deoxygenated and so is darker. The arterial
system begins with the aorta which leaves the
heart and from which all the arteries branch.
arthr- /ɑ θr/ prefix same as arthro- (used before vowels)
arthralgia /ɑ θrldə/ noun pain in a joint
arthrectomy /ɑ θrektəmi/ noun the surgical
arthr-

arthralgia



arthrectomy



removal of a joint
arthritic /ɑ θrtk/ adjective affected by or
relating to arthritis 쑗 She has an arthritic hip.
쐽 noun a person suffering from arthritis
arthritis /ɑ θrats/ noun a painful inflammation of a joint. 쒁 osteoarthritis, rheumatoid
arthritic



ART abbr assisted reproductive technology
artefact / ɑ tfkt/ noun something which is
made or introduced artificially
arter- /ɑ tə/ prefix same as arterio- (used beART

artefact



arter-

fore vowels)

arterial /ɑ təriəl/ adjective relating to arteries 왍 arterial supply to the brain the supply
of blood to the brain by the internal carotid arteries and the vertebral arteries
arterial bleeding /ɑ təriəl bli dŋ/ noun
bleeding from an artery
arterial block /ɑ təriəl blɒk/ noun the
blocking of an artery by a blood clot
arterial blood /ɑ təriəl bl"d/ noun same as
arterial



arterial bleeding



arterial block



arterial blood



oxygenated blood

arterial
haemorrhage
/ɑ təriəl
hem(ə)rd/ noun a haemorrhage of bright
red blood from an artery
arteriectomy /ɑ təri ektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of an artery or part of an artery
arterio- /ɑ təriəυ/ prefix referring to arteries
arteriogram /ɑ təriəυ&rm/ noun an Xray photograph of an artery, taken after injection with an opaque dye
arteriography /ɑ təri ɒ&rəfi/ noun the
work of taking X-ray photographs of arteries
after injection with an opaque dye
arteriole /ɑ təriəυl/ noun a very small artery
arteriopathy /ɑ təri ɒpəθi/ noun a disease
of an artery
arterioplasty /ɑ təriəυplsti/ noun plastic
surgery to make good a damaged or blocked
artery
arteriorrhaphy /ɑ təri ɔ rəfi/ noun the act
of stitching an artery
arteriosclerosis
/ɑ təriəυsklə rəυss/
noun the arterial disease atherosclerosis
arterial haemorrhage



arteriectomy





arterio-

arteriogram



arteriography





arteriole



arteriopathy





arterioplasty



arteriorrhaphy





arteriosclerosis



(dated )

articular cartilage
arteriosus /ɑ təri əυsəs/ noun 쏡 ductus ararteriosus



arthritis



arthritis, reactive arthritis

arthro- /ɑ θrəυ/ prefix referring to a joint
arthroclasia /ɑ θrəυ kleə/ noun removal
of ankylosis in a joint
arthrodesis /ɑ θrəυ di ss/ noun a surgical
operation in which a joint is fused in position,
so preventing pain from movement
arthrodynia /ɑ θrəυ dniə/ noun pain in a
joint
arthrogram / ɑ θrəυ&rm/ noun an X-ray of
the inside of a damaged joint
arthrography /ɑ θrɒ&rəfi/ noun X-ray photography of a joint
arthrogryposis /ɑ θrəυ&r pəυss/ noun a
group of disorders in which movement becomes progressively restricted
arthropathy /ɑ θrɒpəθi/ noun a disease in a
joint
arthroplasty / ɑ θrəυplsti/ noun a surgical
operation to repair or replace a joint
arthroscope / ɑ θrəυskəυp/ noun an instrument which is inserted into the cavity of a joint
to inspect it
arthroscopy /ɑ θrɒskəpi/ noun a procedure
to examine the inside of a joint by means of an
arthroscope
arthrosis /ɑ θrəυss/ noun the degeneration
of a joint
arthrotomy /ɑ θrɒtəmi/ noun a procedure
that involves cutting into a joint to drain pus
articular /ɑ tkjυlə/ adjective referring to
joints
articular cartilage /ɑ tkjυlə kɑ təld/
noun a layer of cartilage at the end of a bone
where it forms a joint with another bone. See
arthro-

arthroclasia





arthrodesis





arthrodynia





arthrogram



arthrography



arthrogryposis





arthropathy



arthroplasty



arthroscope



arthroscopy



arthrosis



arthrotomy



articular



articular cartilage
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illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement,
SYNOVIAL JOINT in Supplement
articular facet /ɑ tkjυlə fst/ noun the
point at which a rib articulates with the spine
articular process /ɑ tkjυlə prəυses/
noun a piece of bone which sticks out of the
neural arch in a vertebra and links with the
next vertebra
articulate /ɑ tkjυlet/ verb to be linked
with another bone in a joint
articulating bone /ɑ tkjυletŋ bəυn/
noun a bone which forms a joint
articulating
process
/ɑ tkjυletŋ
prəυses/ noun same as articular process
articulation /ɑ tkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a joint
or series of joints
artificial /ɑ t fʃ(ə)l/ adjective 1. made by
humans and not a natural part of the body 쑗
artificial cartilage 쑗 artificial kidney 쑗 artificial leg 2. happening not as a natural process
but through action by a doctor or another person or a machine 쑗 artificial feeding
artificial insemination /ɑ tfʃ(ə)l n
sem neʃ(ə)n/ noun the introduction of semen into a woman’s uterus by artificial means
artificial insemination by donor /ɑ t*
fʃ(ə)l nsemneʃ(ə)n ba dəυnə/ noun
same as donor insemination. Abbr AID
artificial insemination by husband /
ɑ tfʃ(ə)l nsemneʃ(ə)n ba h"zbənd/
noun artificial insemination using the semen of
the husband. Abbr AIH
artificial lung /ɑ tfʃ(ə)l l"ŋ/ noun a machine through which a person’s deoxygenated
blood is passed to absorb oxygen to take back
to the bloodstream
artificial
pneumothorax /ɑ tfʃ(ə)l
nju məυ θɔ rks/ noun a former method of
treating tuberculosis, in which air was introduced between the layers of the pleura to make
the lung collapse
artificial respiration /ɑ tfʃ(ə)l resp re*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a way of reviving someone who
has stopped breathing, e.g. mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation
artificial rupture of membranes /ɑ t
fʃ(ə)l r"ptʃər əv membrenz/ noun the
breaking of the amniotic sac with an amnihook, so releasing the amniotic fluid
artificial ventilation /ɑ tfʃ(ə)l vent
leʃ(ə)n/ noun breathing which is assisted or
controlled by a machine
arytenoid /r ti nɔd/ adjective located at
the back of the larynx
arytenoid cartilage /r ti nɔd kɑ tld/
noun a small cartilage at the back of the larynx
arytenoidectomy
/rti nɔd ektəmi/
noun an operation to remove the arytenoid cartilage
asbestosis /sbe stəυss/ noun a disease
of the lungs caused by inhaling asbestos dust
articular facet



articular process



articulate



articulating bone



articulating process



articulation





artificial





artificial insemination







artificial insemination by donor





artificial insemination by husband





COMMENT: Asbestos was formerly widely used
in cement and cladding and other types of fireproof construction materials. It is now recognised that asbestos dust can cause many lung
diseases, leading in some cases to forms of
cancer.
ascariasis /skə raəss/ noun a disease of
ascariasis



Ascaris lumbricoides





ascending aorta





artificial respiration





artificial rupture of membranes



artificial ventilation





arytenoid





arytenoid cartilage



arytenoidectomy



asbestosis











ing aorta

ascending colon /əsendŋ kəυlɒn/ noun
the first part of the colon which goes up the
right side of the body from the caecum. Compare descending colon. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
Aschoff nodules / ʃɒf nɒdju lz/,
Aschoff’s nodules / ʃɒfs nɒdju lz/ plural
noun nodules which are formed mainly in or
near the heart in rheumatic fever
ascites /ə sati z/ noun an unusual accumulation of fluid from the blood in the peritoneal
cavity, occurring in heart and kidney failure or
as a result of malignancy
ascorbic acid /əskɔ bk sd/ noun same
as Vitamin C
ascending colon



Aschoff nodules





ascites



ascorbic acid



COMMENT: Ascorbic acid is found in fresh fruit,
especially oranges and lemons and in vegetables. Lack of Vitamin C can cause anaemia
and scurvy.







ascending

artificial lung

artificial pneumothorax



the intestine and sometimes the lungs, caused
by infestation with Ascaris lumbricoides
Ascaris lumbricoides /skərs l"mbr
kɔdi z/ noun a type of large roundworm
which is a parasite in the human intestine
ascending /ə sendŋ/ adjective going upwards
ascending aorta /əsendŋ e ɔ tə/ noun
the first section of the aorta as it leaves the
heart and turns upwards. Compare descend-

ASD

ASD abbr autistic spectrum disorders
-ase /ez, es/ suffix enzyme
asepsis /e sepss/ noun the absence of microorganisms which cause infection, usually
achieved by sterilisation
aseptic /e septk/ adjective sterilised, or involving sterilisation, and therefore without infection
aseptic surgery /eseptk s! dəri/ noun
surgery using sterilised equipment, rather than
relying on antiseptic drugs to kill harmful microorganisms. Compare antiseptic
aseptic technique /eseptk tek ni ks/
noun a method of doing something using sterilised equipment
asexual /e sekʃuəl/ adjective not sexual, not
involving sexual intercourse
asexual reproduction /esekʃυəl ri prə
d"kʃ(ə)n/ noun reproduction of a cell by
cloning
Asian flu /e(ə)n flu / noun 쏡 flu
-asis /əss/ 쏡 -iasis
asleep /ə sli p/ adjective sleeping 쑗 The patient is asleep and must not be disturbed.
-ase

asepsis



aseptic



aseptic surgery



aseptic technique





asexual



asexual reproduction





Asian flu



-asis

asleep



(NOTE: Asleep cannot be used in front of a noun:
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the patient is asleep but a sleeping patient.) 왍

she fell asleep she began to sleep 왍 fast asleep
sleeping deeply
asparagine /ə sprədi n/ noun an amino
acid
aspartame /ə spɑ tem/ noun a protein produced from aspartic acid, used to make substances sweeter
aspartate aminotransferase /əspɑ tet ə
mi nəυ trnsfərez/ noun an enzyme found
in heart muscle, liver cells, skeletal muscle
cells and some other tissues. It is used in the
diagnosis of liver disease and heart attacks.
aspartic acid /əspɑ tk sd/ noun an
amino acid
aspect / spekt/ noun a direction from
which the body is viewed, e.g. the view from
above is the ‘superior aspect’
Asperger’s syndrome / sp! dəz sn
drəυm/ noun a developmental disorder characterised by difficulty in social interaction and
a restricted range of interests, more common
in boys than girls [Described 1944. After Hans
asparagine



aspartame



aspartate aminotransferase







aspartic acid



aspect



Asperger’s syndrome



Asperger (1906–80), Austrian psychiatrist.]

aspergillosis /sp! d ləυss/ noun infection of the lungs with the fungus Aspergillus
aspermia /e sp! miə/ noun the absence of
sperm in semen
asphyxia /s fksiə/ noun a condition in
which someone is prevented from breathing,
e.g. by strangulation or breathing poisonous
gas, and therefore cannot take oxygen into the
bloodstream
asphyxia neonatorum /sfksiə ni əυn*
e tɔ rəm/ noun failure to breathe in a newborn baby
asphyxiate /s fksiet/ verb to prevent
someone from breathing, or be prevented from
breathing 쑗 An unconscious patient may become asphyxiated or may asphyxiate if left lying on his back. 쒁 suffocate
asphyxiation /əsfksi eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
state of being prevented from breathing, or the
act of preventing someone from breathing. 쒁
aspergillosis





aspermia



asphyxia



asphyxia neonatorum





asphyxiate



asphyxiation





suffocation
aspirate / spret/ verb 1. to remove liquid
or gas by suction from a body cavity 2. to inaspirate



hale something, especially a liquid, into the
lungs
aspiration /sp reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act of
removing fluid from a cavity in the body, often
using a hollow needle 2. same as vacuum sucaspiration





tion

aspiration pneumonia /spreʃ(ə)n
nju məυniə/ noun a form of pneumonia in
which infected matter is inhaled from the
bronchi or oesophagus
aspirator / spretə/ noun an instrument
used to suck fluid out of a cavity such as the
mouth or the site of an operation
aspiration pneumonia





aspirator



asthmatic
aspirin / sprn/ noun a common pain-killing drug, or a tablet containing this drug. Also
called acetylsalicylic acid
assay / se, ə se/ noun the testing of a substance. 쒁 bioassay, immunoassay
assimilate /ə smlet/ verb to take into the
body’s tissues substances which have been absorbed into the blood from digested food
assimilation /əsm leʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of assimilating food substances
assistance /ə sst(ə)ns/ noun help
assistant /ə sst(ə)nt/ noun a person who
helps someone, usually as a job
assisted conception /əsstd kən
sepʃ(ə)n/, assisted reproduction /əsstd
ri prə d"kʃ(ə)n/ noun the use of a technique
such as in vitro fertilisation to help someone to
become pregnant
assisted respiration /əsstd respə re*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the use of a machine to help
breathing
assisted suicide /əsstd su sad/ noun
the suicide of someone who is terminally ill
with the help of a doctor or friend at the request of the person who is dying
associate /ə səυsiet/ verb to be related to or
connected with something 쑗 side effects which
may be associated with the drug 쑗 The condition is often associated with diabetes.
associate nurse /əsəυsiət n! s/ noun a
nurse who assists a primary nurse by carrying
out agreed care for someone based on a plan
designed by a primary nurse
association area /əsəυsi eʃ(ə)n eəriə/
noun an area of the cortex of the brain which is
concerned with relating stimuli coming from
different sources
association
neuron /əsəυsi eʃ(ə)n
njυərɒn/ noun a neuron which links an association area to the main parts of the cortex
association tract /əsəυsi eʃ(ə)n trkt/
noun one of the tracts which link areas of the
cortex in the same cerebral hemisphere
asthenia /s θi niə/ noun a condition in
which someone is weak and does not have any
strength
asthenic /s θenk/ adjective referring to a
general condition in which someone has no
strength and no interest in things
asthenopia /sθ nəυpiə/ noun same as
aspirin



assay





assimilate





assimilation





assistance



assistant



assisted conception









assisted respiration





assisted suicide



associate



associate nurse



association area





association neuron





association tract





asthenia



asthenic



asthenopia





eyestrain
asthma / smə/ noun a lung condition charasthma



acterised by narrowing of the bronchial tubes,
in which the muscles go into spasm and the
person has difficulty breathing. 쒁 cardiac asthma

asthmatic /s mtk/ adjective having the
lung disease asthma, or relating to asthma 쑗
He has an asthmatic attack every spring. 왍
acute asthmatic attack a sudden attack of
asthma 쐽 noun a person who has asthma
asthmatic



Medicine.fm Page 30 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

asthmatic bronchitis

30

asthmatic bronchitis /smtk brɒŋ
kats/ noun asthma associated with bronchitis
asthmaticus /s mtkəs/ adjective 쏡 staasthmatic bronchitis





asthmaticus

atherogenesis





tus asthmaticus
astigmatic /st& mtk/ adjective referastigmatic





ring to astigmatism 왍 he is astigmatic he has
astigmatism
astigmatism /ə st&mətz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which the eye cannot focus vertical
and horizontal lines simultaneously, leading to
blurring of vision
astragalus /ə str&ələs/ noun an old name
for the talus (anklebone)
astringent /ə strndənt/ noun a substance
which makes the skin tissues contract and
harden 쐽 adjective referring to an astringent
astrocyte / strəsat/ noun a star-shaped
cell of the connective tissue of the nervous system
astrocytoma /strəsa təυmə/ noun a type
of brain tumour which develops slowly in the
connective tissue of the nervous system
asymmetric /s metrk/ adjective shaped
or arranged so that the two sides do not match
or balance each other
asymmetry / smətri/ noun a state in
which the two sides of the body or of an organ
do not resemble each other
asymptomatic /esmptə mtk/ adjective
not showing any symptoms of disease
asynclitism / sŋkltz(ə)m/ noun in childbirth, a situation in which the head of the baby
enters the vagina at an angle
asynergia /s n! də/, asynergy /
snədi/ noun awkward movements and bad
coordination, caused by a disorder of the cerebellum. Also called dyssynergia
asystole /e sstəli/ noun a state in which the
heart has stopped beating
ataractic /tə rktk/ noun a drug which
has a calming effect 쐽 adjective calming
ataraxia /tə rksiə/, ataraxis /tə
rkss/ noun the state of being calm and not
worrying
ataraxic /tə rksk/ noun, adjective same
as ataractic
ataxia /ə tksiə/ noun a failure of the brain to
control movements
ataxic /ə tksk/ adjective having ataxia, or
relating to ataxia
ataxic gait /ətksk &et/ noun a way of
walking in which the person walks unsteadily
due to a disorder of the nervous system
ataxy /ə tksi/ noun same as ataxia
atelectasis /tə lektəss/ noun the failure
of a lung to expand properly
atenolol /ə tenəlɒl/ noun a drug used in controlling blood pressure and angina
ateriovenous malformation /ɑ təriəυ
vi nəs mlfɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in
astigmatism



astragalus



astringent



astrocyte



astrocytoma





asymmetric





asymmetry



asymptomatic





asynclitism



asynergia







asystole



ataractic





ataraxia









ataraxic





ataxia



ataxic



ataxic gait



ataxy



atelectasis





atenolol



ateriovenous malformation





which the arteries and veins in the brain are not
properly formed, leading to strokes or epilepsy. Abbr AVM
atherogenesis /θerəυ denss/ noun the
formation of fatty deposits (atheromas) in arteries
atherogenic /θərəυ denk/ adjective referring to something which may produce
atheroma
atheroma /θə rəυmə/ noun thickening of
the walls of an artery by deposits of a fatty substance such as cholesterol
atheromatous /θə rɒmətəs/ adjective referring to atheroma
atherosclerosis /θərəυsklə rəυss/ noun
a condition in which deposits of fats and minerals form on the walls of an artery, especially
the aorta or one of the coronary or cerebral arteries, and prevent blood from flowing easily
atherosclerotic /θərəυsklə rɒtk/ adjective referring to atherosclerosis
atherosclerotic plaque /θərəυsklərɒtk
plk/ noun a deposit on the walls of arteries
athetosis /θə təυss/ noun repeated slow
movements of the limbs, caused by a brain disorder such as cerebral palsy
athlete’s foot /θli ts fυt/ noun an infectious skin disorder between the toes, caused by
a fungus. Also called tinea pedis
atlas / tləs/ noun the top vertebra in the
spine, which supports the skull and pivots on
the axis or second vertebra
atmospheric pressure /tməsferk
preʃə/ noun the pressure of the air on the surface of the Earth





atherogenic





atheroma





atheromatous





atherosclerosis





atherosclerotic





atherosclerotic plaque



athetosis





athlete’s foot



atlas



atmospheric pressure



COMMENT: Disorders due to variations in atmospheric pressure include mountain sickness and caisson diseases.
atomic cocktail /ətɒmk kɒktel/ noun a
atomic cocktail



radioactive substance in liquid form, used to
diagnose or treat cancer (informal )
atomiser / təmazə/ noun an instrument
which sprays liquid in the form of very small
drops like mist. Also called nebuliser
atonic /e tɒnk/ adjective referring to lack of
muscle tone or tension
atony / təni/ noun a lack of tone or tension
in the muscles
atopen / təpen/ noun an allergen which
causes an atopy
atopic /e tɒpk/ adjective referring to conditions arising from an inherited tendency to react to specific allergens, as in hay fever, some
skin conditions and asthma
atopic eczema /etɒpk eksmə/, atopic
dermatitis /etɒpk d! mə tats/ noun a
type of eczema often caused by a hereditary allergy
atopy / təpi/ noun a hereditary allergic reaction
ATP abbr adenosine triphosphate
atomiser



atonic



atony



atopen



atopic



atopic eczema





atopy



ATP



Medicine.fm Page 31 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

31
atracurium /trə kjυəriəm/ noun a drug
used as a relaxant
atresia /ə tri ziə/ noun an unusual closing or
absence of a tube in the body
atretic /ə tretk/ adjective referring to atresia
atretic follicle /ətretk fɒlk(ə)l/ noun the
scarred remains of an ovarian follicle
atri- /etri/ prefix referring to an atrium
atria / etriə/ plural of atrium
atrial / etriəl/ adjective referring to one or
both of the atria of the heart
atrial fibrillation /etriəl fabr leʃ(ə)n/
noun a rapid uncoordinated fluttering of the
atria of the heart, which causes an irregular
heartbeat
atrial septal defect /etriəl sept(ə)l
di fekt/ noun a congenital condition in which
a hole in the wall between the two atria of the
heart allows blood to flow through the heart
and lungs. Compare ventricular septal defect
atrioventricular /etriəυven trkjυlə/ adjective referring to the atria and ventricles
atrioventricular
bundle /etriəυven
trkjυlə b"nd(ə)l/ noun a bundle of modified cardiac muscle which conducts impulses
from the atrioventricular node to the septum
and then divides to connect with the ventricles.
Also called AV bundle, bundle of His
atrioventricular
groove /etriəυven
trkjυlə &ru v/ noun a groove round the outside of the heart, showing the division between
the atria and ventricles
atrioventricular node /triəυven trkjυlə
nəυd/ noun a mass of conducting tissue in the
right atrium of the heart, which continues as
the atrioventricular bundle and passes impulses from the atria to the ventricles. Also called
atracurium





atresia



atretic



atretic follicle



atri-

atria



atrial



atrial fibrillation





atrial septal defect



atrioventricular





atrioventricular bundle





atrioventricular groove





atrioventricular node



AV node
at-risk /ət rsk/ adjective exposed to danger
or harm of some kind 쑗 at-risk children
atrium / etriəm/ noun 1. one of the two upat-risk

atrium



per chambers in the heart. See illustration at
in Supplement 2. a cavity in the ear behind the eardrum (NOTE: The plural is atria.)
HEART

COMMENT:

The two atria in the heart both receive blood from veins. The right atrium receives venous blood from the superior and inferior venae cavae and the left atrium receives
oxygenated blood from the pulmonary veins.
atrophic cirrhosis /trɒfk s rəυss/
atrophic cirrhosis





noun advanced portal cirrhosis in which the

liver has become considerably smaller and
clumps of new cells are formed on the surface
of the liver where fibrous tissue has replaced
damaged liver cells. Also called hobnail liver
atrophic gastritis /trɒfk & strats/
noun inflammation of the stomach caused by
being unable to produce enough acid to kill
bacteria
atrophic vaginitis /trɒfk vd nats/
noun inflammation, thinning and shrinking of
atrophic gastritis





atrophic vaginitis





audithe tissues of the vagina caused by a lack of
oestrogen
atrophy / trəfi/ noun the wasting of an organ or part of the body 쐽 verb (of an organ or
part of the body) to waste away
atropine / trəpi n/ noun an alkaloid substance derived from the poisonous plant belladonna and used, among other things, to enlarge the pupil of the eye, to reduce salivary
and bronchial secretions during anaesthesia
and as a muscarinic antagonist
ATS /e ti es/ abbr antitetanus serum
attack /ə tk/ noun a sudden occurrence of
an illness 쑗 He had an attack of fever. 쑗 She
had two attacks of laryngitis during the winter.
attempted suicide /ətemptd su sad/
noun an unsuccessful attempt to kill oneself
attending physician /ə tendŋ f zʃ(ə)n/
noun a doctor who is looking after a particular
patient 쑗 He was referred to the hypertension
unit by his attending physician.
attention deficit disorder /ətenʃən de
fst dsɔ də/ noun a condition in which a
person is unable to concentrate, does things
without considering their actions properly and
has little confidence. It occurs mainly in children. Abbr ADD
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
/ətenʃən defst hapərk tvti ds
ɔ də/ noun a condition in which a child has an
inability to concentrate and shows disruptive
behaviour. Abbr ADHD
attention deficit syndrome /ətenʃən de
fst sndrəυm/ noun same as attention defiatrophy



atropine



ATS



attack



attempted suicide



attending physician







attention deficit disorder





attention deficit hyperactivity disorder







attention deficit syndrome



cit disorder

attenuation /ətenju eʃ(ə)n/ noun a reduction in the effect or strength of something such
as a virus, either because of environmental
conditions or as a result of a laboratory procedure
atticotomy /t kɒtəmi/ noun the removal
of the wall in the inner ear. Also called cortical
attenuation





atticotomy





mastoidectomy

attitude / ttju d/ noun 1. an opinion or
general feeling about something 쑗 a positive
attitude towards the operation 2. a way of
standing or sitting
attributable risk /ətrbjυtəb(ə)l rsk/
noun a measure of the excess risk of disease
due to exposure to a particular risk. The excess
risk of bacteriuria in oral contraceptive users
attributable to the use of oral contraceptives is
1,566 per 100,000. Abbr AR
attrition /ə trʃ(ə)n/ noun the condition of
being worn away, as may be caused by friction
쑗 Examination showed attrition of two extensor tendons.
atypical /e tpk(ə)l/ adjective not usual or
expected 쑗 an atypical renal cyst
audi- /ɔ di/ prefix same as audio- (used before
attitude



attributable risk



attrition



atypical



audi-

vowels)
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audible limits /ɔ dəb(ə)l lmts/ plural
noun upper and lower limits of the sound frequencies which can be heard by humans
audio- /ɔ diəυ/ prefix referring to hearing or
sound
audiogram / ɔ diəυ&rm/ noun a graph
drawn by an audiometer
audiologist /ɔ di ɒlədst/ noun a specialist who deals in the treatment of hearing disorders
audiology /ɔ di ɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of hearing, especially for diagnosing and
treating hearing loss
audiometer /ɔ di ɒmtə/ noun an apparatus
for testing hearing, especially for testing the
range of sounds that the human ear can detect
audiometry /ɔ di ɒmətri/ noun the science
of testing hearing
audit / ɔ dt/ noun a check on figures, scientific data or procedures 쑗 a medical audit regarding the outpatient appointment system
audit cycle / ɔ dt sak(ə)l/ noun the cycle
in which medical topics are selected for review, observation and comparison with agreed
standards and changes are decided on
auditory / ɔ dt(ə)ri/ adjective relating to
hearing
auditory acuity /ɔ dt(ə)ri ə kju ti/ noun
the ability to hear sounds clearly
auditory canals /ɔ dt(ə)ri kə nlz/ plural
noun the external and internal passages of the
ear
auditory nerve / ɔ dt(ə)ri n! v/ noun the
eighth cranial nerve which governs hearing
and balance. See illustration at EAR in Supplement. Also called vestibulocochlear nerve
auditory ossicles /ɔ dt(ə)ri ɒsk(ə)lz/
plural noun the three little bones, the malleus,
incus and stapes, in the middle ear
Auerbach’s plexus /aυərbɑ ks pleksəs/
noun a group of nerve fibres in the intestine
wall [Described 1862. After Leopold Auerbach
audible limits



audio-

audiogram



audiologist





audiology





audiometer





audiometry





audit



audit cycle



auditory



auditory acuity





auditory canals





auditory nerve



auditory ossicles



Auerbach’s plexus



(1828–97), Professor of Neuropathology at Breslau, now in Poland.]
aura / ɔ rə/ noun a warning sensation which is
aura



experienced before an attack of epilepsy, migraine or asthma
aural / ɔ rəl/ adjective referring to the ear
aural polyp /ɔ rəl pɒlp/ noun a polyp in
the middle ear
aural surgery /ɔ rəl s! dəri/ noun surgery on the ear
auricle / ɔ rk(ə)l/ noun the tip of each atrium
in the heart
auriculae /ɔ rkjυli / 쏡 concha auriculae
auricular /ɔ rkjυlə/ adjective 1. referring to
the ear 2. referring to an auricle
auricular vein /ɔ rkjυlə ven/ noun a vein
which leads into the posterior facial vein
aural



aural polyp



aural surgery



auricle



auriculae



auricular



auricular vein



auriscope / ɔ rskəυp/ noun an instrument
for examining the ear and eardrum. Also called
auriscope



otoscope

auscultation /ɔ skəl teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of listening to the sounds of the body using a
stethoscope
auscultatory /ɔ sk"ltət(ə)ri/ adjective referring to auscultation
Australia antigen /ɔ streliə ntdən/
noun an antigen produced on the surface of liver cells infected with the hepatitis B virus
autism / ɔ tz(ə)m/ noun a condition developing in childhood, characterised by difficulty
in social interaction, language and communication problems, learning difficulties and obsessional repetitive behaviour (NOTE: Autism is
auscultation





auscultatory



Australia antigen



autism



more common in boys than in girls.)
autistic /ɔ tstk/ adjective affected by, or reautistic



lating to, autism
autistic spectrum disorders /ɔ tstk
spektrəm ds ɔ dəz/ plural noun autism in all
its different forms and degrees of severity.
Abbr ASD
auto- /ɔ təυ/ prefix self
autoantibody /ɔ təυ ntbɒdi/ noun an
antibody formed to attack antigens in the
body’s own cells
autoclavable / ɔ təυklevəb(ə)l/ adjective
able to be sterilised in an autoclave 쑗 Waste
should be put into autoclavable plastic bags.
autoclave / ɔ təυklev/ noun equipment for
sterilising surgical instruments using heat under high pressure 쐽 verb to sterilise equipment
using heat under high pressure 쑗 Autoclaving
is the best method of sterilisation.
autogenous /ɔ tɒdənəs/, autogenic /
ɔ təυ denk/ adjective produced either in
the person’s body, or using tissue from the person’s own body 쑗 an autogenous vein graft
autograft / ɔ tə&rɑ ft/ noun a transplant
made using parts of the person’s own body
autoimmune /ɔ təυ mju n/ adjective referring to an immune reaction in a person
against antigens in their own cells
autoimmune disease /ɔ təυmju n d
zi z/ noun a disease in which the person’s own
cells are attacked by autoantibodies 쑗 Rheumatoid arthritis is thought to be an autoimmune disease.
autoimmunisation
/ɔ təυmjυna
zeʃ(ə)n/, autoimmunization noun the process leading to an immune reaction in a person
to antigens produced in their own body
autoimmunity /ɔ təυ mju nti/ noun a
condition in which a person’s own cells are attacked by autoantibodies
autoinfection /ɔ təυn fekʃ(ə)n/ noun an
infection by a microorganism already in the
body, or infection of one part of the body by
another part
autistic spectrum disorders





auto-

autoantibody





autoclavable





autoclave



autogenous







autograft



autoimmune





autoimmune disease







autoimmunisation



autoimmunity





autoinfection
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autointoxication /ɔ təυntɒks keʃ(ə)n/
noun the poisoning of the body by toxins produced in the body itself
autologous /ɔ tɒlə&əs/ adjective referring
to a graft or other material coming from the
same source
autologous
transfusion /ɔ tɒlə&əs
trns fju (ə)n/ noun a blood transfusion in
which the blood is removed from the body for
later transfusion after an operation. 쒁 transfuautointoxication





autologous



autologous transfusion





sion

autolysis /ɔ tɒləss/ noun a situation in
which cells destroy themselves with their own
enzymes
automatic /ɔ tə mtk/ adjective 1. done
without conscious thought 쑗 an automatic reaction 2. (of a machine or process) able to work
by itself, without anyone giving instructions
automatism /ɔ tɒmətz(ə)m/ noun a state
in which a person acts without consciously
knowing that he or she is acting
autolysis



automatic





automatism



COMMENT: Automatic

acts can take place after
concussion or epileptic fits. In law, automatism can be a defence to a criminal charge
when the accused states that he or she acted
without knowing what they were doing.
autonomic /ɔ tə nɒmk/ adjective governautonomic





ing itself independently
autonomic nervous system /ɔ tənɒmk
n! vəs sstəm/ noun the nervous system
formed of ganglia linked to the spinal column.
It regulates the automatic functioning of the
main organs such as the heart and lungs and
works when a person is asleep or even unconscious. 쒁 parasympathetic nervous system,
autonomic nervous system



sympathetic nervous system
autonomy /ɔ tɒnəmi/ noun the state of beautonomy



ing free to act as one wishes
autoplasty / ɔ təυplsti/ noun the repair of
someone’s body using tissue taken from another part of their body
autopsy / ɔ tɒpsi/ noun the examination of a
dead body by a pathologist to find out the
cause of death 쑗 The autopsy showed that he
had been poisoned. Also called post mortem
autosomal /ɔ təυ səυm(ə)l/ adjective referring to an autosome
autosome / ɔ təυsəυm/ noun a chromosome
that is not a sex chromosome
autotransfusion /ɔ təυtrns fju (ə)n/
noun an infusion into a person of their own
blood
auxiliary /ɔ & zliəri/ adjective providing
help 쑗 The hospital has an auxiliary power
supply in case the electricity supply breaks
down. 쐽 noun an assistant
avascular /e vskjυlə/ adjective with no
blood vessels, or with a deficient blood supply
avascular necrosis /əvskjυlə ne
krəυss/ noun a condition in which tissue
cells die because their supply of blood has
been cut
autoplasty



autopsy



autosomal





autosome



autotransfusion





auxiliary



avascular



avascular necrosis





axillary temperature
AV bundle /e vi b"nd(ə)l/ noun same as
AV bundle



atrioventricular bundle
average / v(ə)rd/ noun 1. the usual
amount, size, rate, etc. 쑗 Her weight is above
(the) average. 2. a value calculated by adding
average



together several quantities and then dividing
the total by the number of quantities 쐽 adjective 1. usual 쑗 Their son is of above average
weight. 2. calculated by adding together several quantities and then dividing the total by the
number of quantities 쑗 The average age of the
group is 25.
aversion therapy /ə v! ʃ(ə)n θerəpi/ noun
a treatment by which someone is cured of a
type of behaviour by making him or her develop a great dislike for it
avitaminosis /evtəm nəυss/ noun a disorder caused by a lack of vitamins
AVM abbr arteriovenous malformation
AV node /e vi nəυd/ noun same as atriovaversion therapy



avitaminosis





AVM

AV node



entricular node
AVPU noun a method of rating if a person is
AVPU

conscious: A = alert; V = verbal, responding to
verbal commands; P = pain, responding to
pain; U = unconscious
avulse /ə v"ls/ verb to tear tissue or a body
part away by force
avulsion /ə v"lʃən/ noun an act of pulling
away tissue or a body part by force
avulsion fracture /əv"lʃ(ə)n frktʃə/
noun a fracture in which a tendon pulls away
part of the bone to which it is attached
awake /ə wek/ adjective not asleep 쑗 He was
still awake at 2 o’clock in the morning. 왍 wide
awake very awake
aware /ə weə/ adjective 1. conscious enough
to know what is happening 쑗 She is not aware
of what is happening around her. 2. knowing
about something 쑗 The surgeon became aware
of a problem with the heart-lung machine.
awareness /ə weənəs/ noun the fact of being aware, especially of a problem
avulse



avulsion



avulsion fracture



awake



aware



awareness



‘…doctors should use the increased public awareness of whooping cough during epidemics to encourage parents to vaccinate children’ [Health Visitor]
axial / ksiəl/ adjective referring to an axis
axial skeleton /ksiəl skelt(ə)n/ noun
axial



axial skeleton



the bones that make up the vertebral column
and the skull. Compare appendicular skeleton

axilla /k slə/ noun same as armpit
axilla



(technical ) (NOTE: The plural is axillae.)
axillary /k sləri/ adjective referring to the
axillary



armpit
axillary artery /ksləri ɑ təri/ noun an artery leading from the subclavian artery in the
armpit
axillary nodes /k sləri nəυdz/ plural noun
part of the lymphatic system in the arm
axillary temperature /ksləri tempr
tʃə/ noun the temperature in the armpit
axillary artery



axillary nodes



axillary temperature
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axis / kss/ noun 1. an imaginary line
through the centre of the body 2. a central vessel which divides into other vessels 3. the second vertebra on which the atlas sits (NOTE: The
axis



plural is axes.)

axodendrite /ksəυ dendrat/ noun an appendage like a fibril on the axon of a nerve
axolemma /ksə lemə/ noun a membrane
covering an axon
axon / ksɒn/ noun a nerve fibre which sends
impulses from one neurone to another, linking
with the dendrites of the other neurone. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
axon covering / ksɒn k"v(ə)rŋ/ noun
the myelin sheath which covers a nerve
Ayurvedic
medicine
/aəvedk
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun a traditional Hindu system of healing that reviews a person’s state of
health and lifestyle and recommends treatment
based on herbal products, dietary control and
spiritual practices
azathioprine /ezə θaəpri n/ noun a drug
which suppresses the immune response, used
after transplant surgery to prevent rejection
axodendrite





axolemma





axon



axon covering



Ayurvedic medicine



azathioprine





-azepam /zpm/ suffix used in names of
benzodiazepines 쑗 diazepam
azidothymidine /ezdəυ θamdi n/ noun
a drug used in the treatment of AIDS. Abbr
AZT. Also called zidovudine
azo- /ezəυ/ prefix containing a nitrogen
group
azoospermia /ezəυə sp! miə/ noun the
absence of sperm
azotaemia /ezəυ ti miə/ noun the presence
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the
blood
azoturia /ezəυ tjυəriə/ noun the presence
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the
urine, caused by kidney disease
AZT abbr azidothymidine
azygous / z&əs/ adjective single, not one
of a pair
azygous vein / z&əs ven/ noun a vein
which brings blood back into the vena cava
from the abdomen
-azepam

azidothymidine





azo-

azoospermia



azotaemia



azoturia





AZT

azygous



azygous vein
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babesiosis /bəbi zi əυss/ noun a disease
caused by infection of red blood cells by a protozoan introduced by a tick bite
Babinski reflex /bəbnski ri fleks/, Babinski’s reflex /bəbnskiz ri fleks/ noun an
unusual curling upwards of the big toe when a
finger is lightly run across the sole of the foot,
while the others turn down and spread out, a
sign of hemiplegia and pyramidal tract disease. Compare plantar reflex [Described 1896.
babesiosis





Babinski reflex





After Joseph François Felix Babinski (1857–
1932), French-born son of Polish refugees. A
pupil of Charcot, he was head of the Neurological clinic at Hôpital de la Pitié, 1890–1927.]
Babinski test /bə bnski test/ noun a test
Babinski test



for a Babinski reflex
baby / bebi/ noun a very young child who is
not yet old enough to talk or walk 쑗 Babies
start to walk when they are about 12 months
old. (NOTE: If you do not know the sex of a baby
baby



you can refer to the child as it: The baby was
sucking its thumb)
baby blues / bebi blu z/ plural noun same as
postnatal depression (informal )
baby care / bebi keə/ noun the act of lookbaby blues



baby care



ing after babies
baby clinic / bebi klnk/ noun a special
clinic which deals with babies
bacillaemia /bs li miə/ noun an infection
of the blood by bacilli
bacillary /bə sləri/ adjective referring to bacilli
bacillary dysentery /bəsləri ds(ə)ntri/
noun dysentery caused by the bacillus Shigella
in contaminated food
bacille Calmette-Guérin /bsi l klmet
&ern/ noun full form of BCG [After A. Calbaby clinic



bacillaemia





bacillary



bacillary dysentery



bacille Calmette-Guérin



mette (1863–1933) and C. Guérin (1872–1961),
French bacteriologists.]
bacilluria /bs ljυəriə/ noun the presence
bacilluria





of bacilli in the urine
bacillus /bə sləs/ noun a bacterium shaped
like a rod (NOTE: The plural is bacilli.)
back /bk/ noun 1. the part of the body from
the neck downwards to the waist, which is
made up of the spine and the bones attached to
it (NOTE: For other terms referring to the back,
bacillus



back

see dorsal and words beginning with dorsi-,
dorso-.) 2. the other side from the front 쑗 She
has a swelling on the back of her hand. 쒁 dorsum
backache / bkek/ noun pain in the back,
backache



often without a specific cause

COMMENT: Backache can result from bad posture or muscle strain, but it can also be
caused by rheumatism (lumbago), fevers
such as typhoid fever and osteoarthritis. Pains
in the back can also be referred pains from
gallstones or kidney disease.
backbone / bkbəυn/ noun a series of
backbone



bones, the vertebrae, linked together to form a
flexible column running from the pelvis to the
skull. Also called rachis, spine
background carboxyhaemoglobin level
/bk&raυnd
kɑ bɒksi hi mə &ləυbn
lev(ə)l/ noun the level of carboxyhaemoglobin in the blood of a person who is not exposed
to high levels of carbon monoxide
back muscles / bk m"s(ə)lz/ plural noun
the strong muscles in the back which help hold
the body upright
back pain / bk pen/ noun pain in the back,
especially long-lasting or severe pain
backside / bksad/ noun someone’s buttocks (informal )
back strain / bk stren/ noun a condition
in which the muscles or ligaments in the back
have been strained
baclofen / bkləυfen/ noun a drug that relaxes skeletal muscles which are in spasm, either because of injury or as a result of multiple
sclerosis
bacteraemia /bktə ri miə/ noun the fact
of having bacteria in the blood. Bacteraemia is
not necessarily a serious condition. Compare
septicaemia. 쒁 blood poisoning
bacteria /bk təriə/ plural of bacterium
bacterial /bk təriəl/ adjective relating to
bacteria or caused by bacteria 쑗 Children with
sickle-cell anaemia are susceptible to bacterial infection.
bacterial plaque /bk təriəl plk/ noun a
hard smooth bacterial deposit on teeth
background carboxyhaemoglobin level







back muscles



back pain



backside



back strain



baclofen



bacteraemia





bacteria



bacterial



bacterial plaque
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bacterial pneumonia /bktəriəl nju
məυniə/ noun a form of pneumonia caused by
pneumococcus. 쒁 bronchopneumonia
bacterial strain /bktəriəl stren/ noun a
group of bacteria which are different from others of the same general type
bactericidal /bktər sad(ə)l/ adjective
referring to a substance which destroys bacteria
bactericide /bk tərsad/ noun a substance which destroys bacteria
bacteriological /bktəriə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to bacteriology
bacteriologist /bktəri ɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in the study of bacteria
bacteriology /bktəri ɒlədi/ noun the
scientific study of bacteria
bacteriolysin /bktəri ɒlsn/ noun a protein, usually an immunoglobulin, which destroys bacterial cells
bacteriolysis /bktəri ɒlss/ noun the
destruction of bacterial cells
bacteriolytic /bktəriə ltk/ adjective referring to a substance which can destroy bacteria
bacteriophage /bk təriəfed/ noun a virus which affects bacteria
bacteriostasis /bktəriəυ stess/ noun
the action of stopping bacteria from multiplying
bacteriostatic /bktəriəυ sttk/ adjective referring to a substance which does not kill
bacteria but stops them from multiplying
bacterium /bk təriəm/ noun a microscopic organism. Some types are permanently
present in the gut and can break down food tissue, but many can cause disease. (NOTE: The
bacterial pneumonia





bacterial strain



bactericidal



bactericide



bacteriological



bacteriologist





bacteriology





bacteriolysin





bacteriolysis





bacteriolytic





bacteriophage



bacteriostasis





bacteriostatic





bacterium



plural is bacteria.)
COMMENT: Bacteria can be shaped like rods
(bacilli), like balls (cocci) or have a spiral form
(spirochaetes). Bacteria, especially bacilli and
spirochaetes, can move and reproduce very
rapidly.
bacteriuria /bktəri jυəriə/ noun a condibacteriuria





tion in which bacteria are present in the urine
Bactrim / bktrm/ a trade name for co-trimoxazole
bad breath /bd breθ/ noun same as haliBactrim



bad breath



tosis (informal )

Baker (1838–96), member of staff at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, UK.]
baker’s itch /bekəz tʃ/, baker’s dermatitis / bekəz d! mə tats/ noun an irritation
baker’s itch







of the skin caused by handling yeast
BAL abbr British anti-lewisite
balance / bləns/ noun 1. the act of staying
upright, not falling 왍 he stood on top of the
fence and kept his balance he did not fall off
2. the proportions of substances in a mixture,
e.g. in the diet 쑗 to maintain a healthy balance
of vitamins in the diet
balanced diet /blənst daət/ noun a diet
which provides all the nutrients needed in the
correct proportions
balance of mind /bləns əv mand/ noun
someone’s mental state 왍 disturbed balance
of mind a state of mind when someone is for a
time incapable of reasoned action, because of
illness or depression
balanitis /blə nats/ noun inflammation
of the glans of the penis
balanoposthitis
/blənəυpɒs θats/
noun inflammation of the foreskin and the end
of the penis
balantidiasis /blənt daəss/ noun an infestation of the large intestine by a parasite
Balantidium coli, which causes ulceration of
the wall of the intestine, leading to diarrhoea
and finally dysentery
balanus / blənəs/ noun the round end of the
penis. 쒁 glans
bald /bɔ ld/ adjective with no hair, especially
on the head 왍 he is going bald or he is becoming bald he is beginning to lose his hair
baldness / bɔ ldnəs/ noun the state of not
having any hair
BAL

balance



balanced diet



balance of mind



balanitis





balanoposthitis





balantidiasis





balanus



bald

baldness



COMMENT: Baldness in men is hereditary; it
can also occur in both men and women as a
reaction to an illness or to a drug.
Balkan frame /bɔ lkən frem/, Balkan
beam /bɔ lkən bi m/ noun a frame fitted
Balkan frame





above a bed to which a leg in plaster can be attached. 쒁 Pearson bed
ball /bɔ l/ noun 1. the soft part of the hand below the thumb 2. the soft part of the foot below
the big toe
ball and cage valve /bɔ l ən ked vlv/
noun an artificial heart valve, formed of a silicon ball which moves inside a metal cage to
open and shut the valve
ball and socket joint /bɔ l ənd sɒkt
dɔnt/ noun a joint where the round end of a
long bone is attached to a cup-shaped hollow
in another bone in such a way that the long
bone can move in almost any direction. Compare ginglymus
balloon /bə lu n/ noun a bag of light material
inflated with air or a gas, used to unblock arteries
ball

ball and cage valve

Baghdad boil /b&dd bɔl/, Baghdad
sore /b&dd sɔ / noun a skin disease of
tropical countries caused by the parasite Leishmania. Also called Oriental sore
bag of waters /b& əv wɔ təz/ noun part
of the amnion which covers an unborn baby in
the uterus and contains the amniotic fluid
BAHA abbr bone anchored hearing aid
Baker’s cyst /bekəz sst/ noun a swelling
filled with synovial fluid, at the back of the
knee, caused by weakness of the joint membrane [Described 1877. After William Morrant
Baghdad boil





bag of waters



BAHA

Baker’s cyst





ball and socket joint



balloon
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balloon angioplasty /bəlu n ndiə
plsti/ noun same as percutaneous angiballoon angioplasty





oplasty

balloon catheter /bə lu n kθtə/ noun a
tube that can be inserted into a blood vessel or
other body part and then inflated, e.g. to widen
a narrow artery
ballottement /bə lɒtmənt/ noun a method of
examining the body by tapping or moving a
part, especially during pregnancy
balneotherapy /blniəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of diseases by bathing in hot water
or water containing beneficial natural chemicals
balsam / bɔ ls(ə)m/ noun a mixture of resin
and oil, used to rub on sore joints or to put in
hot water and use as an inhalant. 쒁 friar’s balballoon catheter



ballottement



balneotherapy





balsam



sam

barrel chest
barbiturate
poisoning /bɑ btʃυrət
pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning caused by an
overdose of barbiturates
barbotage /bɑ bə tɑ / noun a method of
spinal analgesia by which cerebrospinal fluid
is withdrawn and then injected back
bare /beə/ adjective with no covering 왍 bare
area of the liver a large triangular part of the
liver not covered with peritoneum
bariatrics /bri trks/ noun the medical
treatment of obesity
barium / beəriəm/ noun a chemical element,
forming poisonous compounds, used as a contrast medium when taking X-ray photographs
of soft tissue (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
barbiturate poisoning



barbotage





bare

bariatrics





barium



Ba.)

barium enema /beəriəm enmə/ noun a
liquid solution containing barium sulphate
which is put into the rectum to increase the
contrast of an X-ray of the lower intestine
barium meal /beəriəm mi l/, barium solution /beəriəm sə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a liquid solution containing barium sulphate which someone drinks to increase the contrast of an X-ray
of the alimentary tract
barium sulphate /beəriəm s"lfet/ noun a
salt of barium not soluble in water and which
shows as opaque in X-ray photographs
Barlow’s disease / bɑ ləυz dzi z/ noun
scurvy in children, caused by a lack of vitamin
C [Described 1882. After Sir Thomas Barlow
barium enema



ban /bn/ verb to say that something is not
permitted 쑗 Smoking is banned throughout the
building. 쑗 Use of this drug has been banned.
bandage / bndd/ noun a piece of cloth
which is wrapped around a wound or an injured limb 쑗 His head was covered with bandages. 쐽 verb to wrap a piece of cloth around a
wound 쑗 She bandaged his leg. 쑗 His arm is
bandaged up.
Bandl’s ring / bnd(ə)lz rŋ/ same as reban

bandage



Bandl’s ring



traction ring [After Ludwig Bandl (1842–92),
German obstetrician]
bank /bŋk/ noun a place where blood or organs from donors can be stored until needed. 쒁
blood bank
Bankart’s operation / bŋkɑ ts ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun an operation to repair a recurrent
dislocation of the shoulder [First performed
1923. After Arthur Sydney Blundell Bankart
(1879–1951), first orthopaedic surgeon at the
Middlesex Hospital, London, UK.]
Banti’s syndrome / bntiz sndrəυm/,
Banti’s disease / bntiz dzi z/ noun same
as splenic anaemia [Described 1882. After Guido Banti (1852–1925), Florentine pathologist
and physician.]
Barbados leg /bɑ bedɒs le&/ noun a form
bank

Bankart’s operation





Banti’s syndrome







Barbados leg



of elephantiasis, a large swelling of the leg due
to a Filaria worm
barber’s itch /bɑ bəz tʃ/, barber’s rash /
bɑ bəz rʃ/ noun same as sycosis barbae
barbital / bɑ btəl/ noun US same as barbibarber’s itch





barbital



tone

barbitone / bɑ bitəυn/ noun a type of barbiturate
barbiturate /bɑ btʃυrət/ noun a sedative
drug
barbiturate abuse /bɑ btʃυrət əbju s/
noun repeated addictive use of barbiturates
which in the end affects the brain
barbiturate dependence /bɑ btʃυrət d
pendəns/ noun being dependent on regularly
taking barbiturate tablets
barbitone



barbiturate



barbiturate abuse





barbiturate dependence





barium meal







barium sulphate



Barlow’s disease





(1845–1945), physician at various London hospitals and to Queen Victoria, King Edward VII
and King George V.]
Barlow’s sign / bɑ ləυz san/ noun a test for
Barlow’s sign



congenital dislocation of the hip, in which a
sudden movement is felt and sometimes a
sound is heard when the joint is manipulated
baroreceptor /brəυr septə/ noun one of
a group of nerves near the carotid artery and
aortic arch, which senses changes in blood
pressure
barotitis /brəυ tats/ noun pain in the ear
caused by differences in air pressure, e.g. during air travel
barotrauma /brəυ trɔ mə/ noun an injury
caused by a sharp increase in pressure
Barr body / bɑ bɒdi/ noun a dense clump of
chromatin found only in female cells, which
can be used to identify the sex of a baby before
birth [Described 1949. After Murray Llewellyn
baroreceptor





barotitis





barotrauma





Barr body



Barr (1908–95), head of the Department of
Anatomy at the University of Western Ontario,
Canada.]
Barre-Guillain syndrome /bre &i jn
sndrəυm/ noun 쏡 Guillain-Barré syndrome
barrel chest /brəl tʃest/ noun a chest
Barre-Guillain syndrome



barrel chest



formed like a barrel, caused by asthma or emphysema
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barrier cream / briə kri m/ noun a cream
put on the skin to prevent the skin coming into
contact with irritating substances
barrier method / briə meθəd/ noun a
method of contraception in which the entry of
sperm to the womb is blocked by a protective
device such as a condom or diaphragm
barrier nursing / briə n! sŋ/ noun the
nursing of someone who has an infectious disease. It involves keeping them away from other patients and making sure that faeces and
soiled bedclothes do not carry the infection to
other patients.
barrier cream



barrier method



barrier nursing





tibular glands [After Caspar Bartholin (1655–
1748), Danish anatomist]
basal / bes(ə)l/ adjective located at the botbasal cell



basal cell carcinoma



basale



basal ganglia



basalis



basal metabolic rate



basal metabolism

basal nuclei



base



basilic vein

tom of something, or forming its base
basal cell / bes(ə)l sel/ noun a cell from the
stratum germinativum. 쒁 stratum
basal cell carcinoma /bes(ə)l sel kɑ s
nəυmə/ noun same as rodent ulcer
basale /bə seli/ adjective 쏡 stratum
basal ganglia /bes(ə)l &ŋ&liə/ noun
masses of grey matter at the base of each cerebral hemisphere which receive impulses from
the thalamus and influence the motor impulses
from the frontal cortex
basalis /bə sels/ 쏡 decidua
basal metabolic rate /besk metə bɒlk
ret/ noun the amount of energy used by the
body in exchanging oxygen and carbon dioxide when at rest. It was formerly used as a way
of testing thyroid gland activity. Abbr BMR
basal metabolism /bes(ə)l mə tbə
lz(ə)m/ noun the minimum amount of energy
needed to keep the body functioning and the
temperature standard when at rest
basal narcosis /bes(ə)l nɑ kəυss/ noun
the administration a narcotic before a general
anaesthetic
basal nuclei /bes(ə)l nu klia/ plural noun
masses of grey matter at the bottom of each
cerebral hemisphere
base /bes/ noun 1. the bottom part 쑗 the base
of the spine 왍 base of the brain the bottom
surface of the cerebrum 2. the main ingredient
of an ointment, as opposed to the active ingredient 3. a substance which reacts with an acid
to form a salt 쐽 verb to use something as a base
왍 cream based on zinc oxide cream which
uses zinc oxide as a base




basilar membrane









basilic

basal

basal narcosis

thelium
basic / besk/ adjective 1. very simple, from
which everything else comes 왍 basic structure of the skin the two layers of skin, the inner dermis and the outer epidermis 2. referring
to a chemical substance which reacts with an
acid to form a salt
basic salt /besk sɔ lt/ noun a chemical
compound formed when an acid reacts with a
base
basilar / bzlə/ adjective referring to a base
basilar artery /bzlə ɑ təri/ noun an artery which lies at the base of the brain
basilar membrane /bzlə membren/
noun a membrane in the cochlea which transmits nerve impulses from sound vibrations to
the auditory nerve
basilic /bə slk/ adjective important or prominent
basilic vein /bəzlk ven/ noun a large
vein running along the inside of the arm
basin / bes(ə)n/ noun a large bowl
basophil / besəfl/ noun a type of white
blood cell which has granules in its cytoplasm
and contains histamine and heparin
basophilia /besə fliə/ noun an increase in
the number of basophils in the blood
basophilic
granulocyte /besəflk
&rnjυləsat/ noun same as basophil
basophilic
leucocyte
/besəflk
lu kəsat/ noun same as basophil
Batchelor plaster / btʃələ plɑ stə/ noun
a plaster cast which keeps both legs apart [After
basic



Bartholin’s glands





basilar artery

mation of the Bartholin’s glands
Bartholin’s glands / bɑ θəlnz &lndz/
plural noun two glands at the side of the vagina
and between it and the vulva, which secrete a
lubricating substance. Also called greater ves-



1840. After Carl Adolph Basedow (1799–1854),
general practitioner in Mersburg, Germany.]
basement membrane / besmənt mem
bren/ noun a membrane at the base of an epibasement membrane

basilar









bartholinitis





basic salt

‘…those affected by salmonella poisoning are being
nursed in five isolation wards and about forty suspected sufferers are being barrier nursed in other
wards’ [Nursing Times]
bartholinitis /bɑ θəl nats/ noun inflam

Basedow’s disease / bzdəυz dzi z/
noun a form of hyperthyroidism [Described
Basedow’s disease





basin



basophil



basophilia





basophilic granulocyte



basophilic leucocyte



Batchelor plaster



J.S. Bachelor (b. 1905), British orthopaedic surgeon]
bathe /beð/ verb to wash a wound 쑗 He
bathe

bathed the grazed knee with boiled water.
Batten’s disease / bt(ə)nz dzi z/ noun a
hereditary disease which affects the enzymes
of the brain, causing cells in the brain and eye
to die
battered baby syndrome / btəd bebi
sndrəυm/, battered child syndrome /
btəd tʃald sndrəυm/ noun a condition
in which a baby or small child is frequently
beaten, usually by one or both of its parents,
sustaining injuries such as multiple fractures
battledore placenta / bt(ə)ldɔ plə
sentə/ noun a placenta where the umbilical
cord is attached at the edge and not at the centre
Bazin’s disease / beznz dzi z/ noun
same as erythema induratum [Described 1861.
Batten’s disease





battered baby syndrome





battledore placenta





Bazin’s disease





After Pierre Antoine Ernest Bazin (1807–78),
dermatologist at Hôpital St Louis, Paris, France.
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He was an expert in parasitology associated with
skin conditions.]
BC abbr bone conduction. 쏡 osteophony
BCC abbr Breast Cancer Campaign
B cell / bi sel/ noun same as beta cell
BCG /bi si di vksi n/, BCG vaccine
noun a vaccine which immunises against tuberculosis. Full form bacille Calmette-Guérin
BCh abbr Bachelor of Surgery
BDA abbr British Dental Association
bearing down /beərŋ daυn/ noun a stage
BC

BCC

B cell



BCG



BCh

BDA

bearing down



in childbirth when the woman starts to push
out the baby from the uterus
bearing-down pain /beərŋ daυn pen/
noun pain felt in the uterus during the second
stage of labour (NOTE: Bearing-down pain is
bearing-down pain



also associated with uterine prolapse.)
beat joint / bi t dɔnt/ noun an inflammabeat joint



tion of a joint such as the elbow (beat elbow)
or knee (beat knee) caused by frequent sharp
blows or other pressure
Beck inventory of depression /bek
nvənt(ə)ri əv d preʃ(ə)n/ noun one of the
rating scales for depression, in which a series
of 21 questions refers to attitudes frequently
shown by people suffering from depression
beclomethasone /beklə meθəsəυn/ noun
a steroid drug usually used in an inhaler to
treat asthma or hay fever
becquerel / bekərel/ noun an SI unit of
measurement of radiation. Abbr Bq (NOTE:
Beck inventory of depression





beclomethasone





becquerel



Now used in place of the curie.)
bed bath / bed bɑ θ/ noun an act of washing
bed bath



the whole body of someone who is unable to
get up to wash. Also called blanket bath
bed blocker / bed blɒkə/ noun a patient
who does not need medical attention but continues to stay in hospital because suitable care
is not available elsewhere
bed blocking / bed blɒkŋ/ noun the fact of
people being kept in hospital because other
forms of care are not available, which means
that other people cannot be treated
bedbug / bedb"&/ noun a small insect which
lives in dirty bedclothes and sucks blood
bed occupancy / bed ɒkjυpənsi/ noun the
percentage of beds in a hospital which are occupied
bed occupancy rate /bed ɒkjυpənsi ret/
noun the number of beds occupied in a hospital
shown as a percentage of all the beds in the
hospital
bedpan / bedpn/ noun a dish into which
someone can urinate or defecate without getting out of bed
bed rest / bed rest/ noun a period of time
spent in bed in order to rest and recover from
an illness
bedridden / bedrd(ə)n/ adjective referring
to someone who has been too ill to get out of
bed over a long period of time
bed blocker



bed blocking



bedbug



bed occupancy



bed occupancy rate

bedpan



bed rest



bedridden





belch
bedside manner /bedsad mnə/ noun
the way in which a doctor behaves towards a
patient, especially a patient who is in bed 왍 a
good bedside manner the ability to make patients feel comforted and reassured
bedsore / bedsɔ / noun an inflamed patch of
skin on a bony part of the body, which develops into an ulcer, caused by pressure of the part
on the mattress after lying for some time in one
position. Special beds such as air beds, ripple
beds and water beds are used to try to prevent
the formation of bedsores. Also called presbedside manner



bedsore



sure sore, decubitus ulcer

bedtable / bedteb(ə)l/ noun a specially designed table which can be used by a person sitting up in bed
bedwetting / bedwetŋ/ noun same as nocbedtable



bedwetting



turnal enuresis (NOTE: This term is used mainly
about children.)
Beer’s knife / bəz naf/ noun a knife with a
triangular blade, used in eye operations [After
George Joseph Beer (1763–1821), German
ophthalmologist]
behaviour /b hevjə/ noun a way of acting
쑗 His behaviour was very aggressive. (NOTE:
The US spelling is behavior.)
behavioural /b hevjərəl/ adjective relating
to behaviour (NOTE: The US spelling is behavioral.)
behavioural
scientist
/bhevjərəl
saəntst/ noun a person who specialises in
Beer’s knife



behaviour



behavioural



behavioural scientist



the study of behaviour
behaviourism /b hevjərz(ə)m/ noun a
psychological theory proposing that only
someone’s behaviour should be studied to discover their psychological problems
behaviourist /b hevjərst/ noun a psychologist who follows behaviourism
behaviour therapy /bhevjə θerəpi/
noun a form of psychiatric treatment in which
someone learns how to improve their condition
Behçet’s syndrome / besets sndrəυm/
noun a chronic condition of the immune system with no known cause, experienced as a series of attacks of inflammation of small blood
vessels accompanied by mouth ulcers and
sometimes genital ulcers, skin lesions and inflamed eyes [Described 1937. After Halushi Bebehaviourism



behaviourist



behaviour therapy



Behçet’s syndrome



hçet (1889–1948), Turkish dermatologist.]
behind /b hand/ noun same as buttock
(informal )
bejel / bedəl/ noun a non-venereal form of
behind



bejel



syphilis which is endemic among children in
some areas of the Middle East and elsewhere
and is caused by a spirochaete strain of bacteria
belch /beltʃ/ noun the action of allowing air
in the stomach to come up through the mouth
쐽 verb to allow air in the stomach to come up
through the mouth
belch
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belching / beltʃŋ/ noun the action of allowing air in the stomach to come up through the
mouth. Also called eructation
belladonna /belə dɒnə/ noun 1. a poisonous
plant with berries containing atropine. Also
called deadly nightshade 2. a form of atropine
extracted from the belladonna plant
belle indifférence /bel n dferɑ ns/ noun
an excessively calm state in a person, in a situation which would usually produce a show of
emotion
Bellocq’s cannula /belɒks knjυlə/, Bellocq’s sound /belɒks saυnd/ noun an instrument used to control a nosebleed [After Jean
belching



belladonna





belle indifférence





Bellocq’s cannula





Jacques Bellocq (1732–1807), French surgeon]
Bell’s mania /belz meniə/ noun a form of
acute mania with delirium [After Luther Vose
Bell (1806–62), American physiologist]
Bell’s palsy /belz pɔ lzi/ noun paralysis of
Bell’s mania



Bell’s palsy



the facial nerve on one side of the face, preventing one eye being closed. Also called fa-

cial paralysis [Described 1821. After Sir
Charles Bell (1774–1842), Scottish surgeon. He
ran anatomy schools, first in Edinburgh and then
in London. Professor of Anatomy at the Royal
Academy.]
belly / beli/ noun 1. same as abdomen 2. the
belly



fatter central part of a muscle
bellyache / beliek/ noun a pain in the abdomen or stomach
belly button / beli b"t(ə)n/ noun the navel
bellyache



belly button



(informal )

Bence Jones protein /bens dəυnz
prəυti n/ noun a protein found in the urine of
people who have myelomatosis, lymphoma,
leukaemia and some other cancers [Described
Bence Jones protein



1848. After Henry Bence Jones (1814–73), physician at St George’s Hospital, London, UK.]
bends /bendz/ plural noun 왍 the bends 쏡
caisson disease
Benedict’s solution / bendkts sə
lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a solution used to carry out
bends

Benedict’s solution





Benedict’s test
Benedict’s test / bendkts test/ noun a test
to see if sugar is present in the urine [Described
Benedict’s test



1915. After Stanley Rossiter Benedict (1884–
1936), physiological chemist at Cornell University, New York, USA.]
benign /bə nan/ adjective generally harmbenign



less
benign growth /bə nan &rəυθ/ noun same
as benign tumour
benign pancreatic disease /bənan
pŋkri tk dzi z/ noun chronic pancreatitis
benign prostatic hypertrophy /bnan
prɒsttk ha p! trəfi/ noun a nonmalignant enlargement of the prostate. Abbr BPH
benign tumour /bənan tju mə/ noun a tumour which will not grow again or spread to
other parts of the body if it is removed surgibenign growth



benign pancreatic disease







benign prostatic hypertrophy







benign tumour



cally, but which can be fatal if not treated. Also
called benign growth. Opposite malignant tumour

Bennett’s fracture /bents frktʃə/ noun
a fracture of the first metacarpal, the bone between the thumb and the wrist [Described
Bennett’s fracture



1886. After Edward Halloran Bennett (1837–
1907), Irish anatomist, later Professor of Surgery at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.]
bent /bent/ adjective 왍 bent double bent over
bent

completely so that the face is towards the
ground 쑗 He was bent double with pain.
benzocaine / benzəken/ noun a drug with
anaesthetic properties used in some throat lozenges and skin creams
benzodiazepine
/benzəυda zəpi n/
noun a drug which acts on receptors in the central nervous system to relieve symptoms of
anxiety and insomnia, although prolonged use
is to be avoided (NOTE: Benzodiazepines have
benzocaine



benzodiazepine





names ending in -azepam: diazepam.)
benzoin / benzəυn/ noun a resin used to
benzoin



make friar’s balsam
benzyl benzoate /benzl benzəυet/ noun
a colourless oily liquid which occurs naturally
in balsams, used in medicines and perfumes
benzylpenicillin /benzl pen sln/ noun
an antibacterial drug used against streptococcal infections, meningococcal meningitis and
other serious infections
bereavement /b ri vmənt/ noun the loss of
someone, especially a close relative or friend,
through death
beriberi /beri beri/ noun a disease of the
nervous system caused by lack of vitamin B1
benzyl benzoate



benzylpenicillin





bereavement



beriberi





COMMENT: Beriberi is prevalent in tropical
countries where the diet is mainly formed of
white rice, which is deficient in thiamine.
berylliosis /bərli əυss/ noun poisoning
berylliosis





caused by breathing in particles of the poisonous chemical compound beryllium oxide
Besnier’s prurigo /beniez prυ ra&əυ/
noun an itchy skin rash on the backs of the
knees and the insides of the elbows [After ErBesnier’s prurigo





nest Besnier (1831–1909), French dermatologist]
beta / bi tə/ noun the second letter of the
beta



Greek alphabet
beta-adrenergic receptor /bi tə drə
n! dk/ noun one of two types of nerve endings that respond to adrenaline by speeding up
the heart rate or dilating the bronchi
beta amyloid /bi tə mlɔd/ noun a waxlike protein formed from amyloid precursor
protein in nerve cells which aggregates in
Alzheimer’s disease to form plaques
beta blocker / bi tə blɒkə/ noun a drug
which reduces the activity of the heart (NOTE:
beta-adrenergic receptor





beta amyloid



beta blocker



Beta blockers have names ending in -olol: atenolol, propranolol hydrochloride.)
beta cell / bi tə sel/ noun a type of cell found
beta cell



in the islets of Langerhans, in the pancreas,
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which produces insulin. Also called B cell. 쒁
alpha cell

Betadine / bi tədi n/ noun a trade name for a
form of iodine
betamethasone /bi tə meθəsəυn/ noun a
very strong corticosteroid drug
beta rhythm / bi tə rθəm/ noun a pattern of
electrical waves in the brain of someone who
is awake and active, registering on an electroencephalograph at 18–30 hertz
betaxolol /b tksəlɒl/ noun a beta blocker
drug used in the treatment of high blood pressure and glaucoma
bethanechol /be θnkɒl/ noun an agonist
drug used to increase muscle tone after surgery
Betnovate / betnəvet/ noun a trade name
for an ointment containing betamethasone
bi- /ba/ prefix two or twice
bias / baəs/ noun a systematic error in the design or conduct of a study which could explain
the results
bicarbonate of soda /ba kɑ bənət əv
səυdə/ noun same as sodium bicarbonate
bicellular /ba seljυlə/ adjective having two
cells
biceps / baseps/ noun any muscle formed of
two parts joined to form one tendon, especially
the muscles in the front of the upper arm (biceps brachii) and the back of the thigh (biceps
femoris). 쒁 triceps (NOTE: The plural is biceps.)
bicipital /ba spt(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring
to a biceps muscle 2. with two parts
biconcave /ba kɒŋkev/ adjective referring
to a lens which is concave on both sides
biconvex /ba kɒnveks/ adjective referring
to a lens which is convex on both sides
bicornuate /ba kɔ njuət/ adjective divided
into two parts (NOTE: The word is sometimes
Betadine



betamethasone





beta rhythm



betaxolol



bethanechol



Betnovate



bi-

bias



bicarbonate of soda



bicellular



biceps



bicipital



biconcave



biconvex



bicornuate



applied to a malformation of the uterus.)

bicuspid /ba k"spd/ adjective with two
points 쐽 noun a premolar tooth
bicuspid valve /ba k"spd vlv/ noun
same as mitral valve. see illustration at HEART
in Supplement
b.i.d. adverb (used on prescriptions) twice daily. Full form bis in die
bifid / bafd/ adjective in two parts
bifida / bfdə/ 쏡 spina bifida
bifocal /ba fəυk(ə)l/ adjective referring to
lenses made with two sections which have different focal lengths, one for looking at things
which are near, the other for looking at things
which are far away
bifocal glasses /bafəυk(ə)l &lɑ sz/, bifocal lenses /ba fəυk(ə)l lenzz/, bifocals
/ba fəυk(ə)lz/ plural noun spectacles with
lenses which have two types of lens combined
in the same piece of glass, the top part being
used for seeing at a distance and the lower part
for reading
bicuspid



bicuspid valve





b.i.d.

bifid



bifida



bifocal



bifocal glasses







bilharziasis
bifurcate / bafəket/ adjective separating or
branching off into two parts 쐽 verb to split or
branch off into two parts
bifurcation /bafə keʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
where something divides into two parts
bigeminy /ba demni/ noun same as pulbifurcate



bifurcation





bigeminy



sus bigeminus
big toe /b& təυ/ noun the largest of the five
big toe

toes, on the inside of the foot. Also called
great toe

biguanide /ba &wɑ nad/ noun a drug
which lowers blood sugar, used in the treatment of Type II diabetes
bilateral /ba lt(ə)rəl/ adjective affecting
both sides
bilateral adrenalectomy /balt(ə)rəl ə
dri nə lektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of
both adrenal glands
bilateral pneumonia /balt(ə)rəl nju
məυniə/ noun pneumonia affecting both
lungs
bilateral vasectomy /balt(ə)rəl və
sektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut both
vasa deferentia and so make a man sterile
bile /bal/ noun a thick bitter brownish yellow
fluid produced by the liver, stored in the gall
bladder and used to digest fatty substances and
neutralise acids (NOTE: For other terms referring
biguanide



bilateral



bilateral adrenalectomy







bilateral pneumonia





bilateral vasectomy





bile

to bile, see words beginning with chol-.)
COMMENT: In jaundice, excess bile pigments
flow into the blood and cause the skin to turn
yellow.
bile acid / bal sd/ noun an acid found in
bile acid



the bile, e.g. cholic acid
bile canal / bal kənl/ noun a very small
vessel leading from a hepatic cell to the bile
duct
bile duct / bal d"kt/ noun a tube which links
the cystic duct and the hepatic duct to the duodenum
bile pigment / bal p&mənt/ noun colouring matter in bile
bile salts / bal sɔ ltz/ plural noun sodium
salts of bile acids
bilharzia /bl hɑ tsiə/ noun 1. a fluke which
enters the bloodstream and causes bilharziasis.
Also called Schistosoma 2. same as bilharziabile canal





bile duct



bile pigment



bile salts



bilharzia



sis (NOTE: Although strictly speaking, bilharzia
is the name of the fluke, it is also generally used
for the name of the disease: bilharzia patients;
six cases of bilharzia.)
bilharziasis /blhɑ tsaəss/ noun a tropibilharziasis





cal disease caused by flukes in the intestine or
bladder. Also called bilharzia, schistosomia-

sis
COMMENT: The larvae of the fluke enter the
skin through the feet and lodge in the walls of
the intestine or bladder. They are passed out
of the body in stools or urine and return to water, where they lodge and develop in the water
snail, the secondary host, before going back
into humans. Patients experience fever and
anaemia.
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bili- /bli/ prefix referring to bile (NOTE: For othbili-

er terms referring to bile, see words beginning
with chol-, chole-.)
biliary / bliər/ adjective referring to bile
biliary colic /bliər kɒlk/ noun pain in the
biliary



biliary colic



abdomen caused by gallstones in the bile duct
or by inflammation of the gall bladder
biliary fistula /bliər fstjυlə/ noun an
opening which discharges bile on to the surface of the skin from the gall bladder, bile duct
or liver
bilious / bliəs/ adjective 1. referring to bile 2.
referring to nausea (informal )
biliousness / bliəsnəs/ noun a feeling of indigestion and nausea (informal )
bilirubin /bli ru bn/ noun a red pigment in
bile
bilirubinaemia /bliru b ni miə/ noun an
excess of bilirubin in the blood
biliuria /bli jυəriə/ noun the presence of
bile in the urine. Also called choluria
biliverdin /bli v! dn/ noun a green pigment in bile, produced by oxidation of bilirubin
Billings method / blŋz meθəd/ noun a
method of birth control which uses the colour
and consistency of the cervical mucus as
guides to whether ovulation is taking place
Billroth’s operations / blrɒθs ɒpəreʃ(ə)nz/
plural noun surgical operations in which the
lower part of the stomach is removed and the
part which is left is linked to the duodenum
(Billroth I) or jejunum (Billroth II) [Described
biliary fistula



bilious



biliousness



bilirubin





bilirubinaemia





biliuria





biliverdin





Billings method



Billroth’s operations





1881. After Christian Albert Theodore Billroth
(1829–94), Prussian surgeon.]
bilobate /ba ləυbet/ adjective with two
bilobate



lobes
bimanual /ba mnjuəl/ adjective done with
two hands, or needing both hands to be done
binary / banəri/ adjective made of two parts
binary fission /banəri fʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of splitting into two parts in some
types of cell division
binaural /ban ɔ rəl/ adjective using, or relating to, both ears
binder / bandə/ noun a bandage which is
wrapped round a limb to support it
Binet’s test / bnez test/ noun an intelligence test for children [Originally described
bimanual



binary



binary fission



binaural



binder



Binet’s test



1905 but later modified at Stanford University,
California, USA. After Alfred Binet (1857–1911),
French psychologist and physiologist.]
binocular /b nɒkjυlə/ adjective referring to
binocular



the two eyes
binocular vision /bnɒkjυlə v(ə)n/
noun ability to see with both eyes at the same
time, which gives a stereoscopic effect and allows a person to judge distances. Compare
binocular vision



monocular

binovular /b nɒvjυlə/ adjective referring to
twins who develop from two different ova
binovular



bio- /baəυ/ prefix referring to living organisms
bioactive /baəυ ktv/ adjective producing
an effect in living tissue or in a living organism
bioassay /baəυə se/ noun a test of the
strength of a drug, hormone, vitamin or serum,
by examining the effect it has on living animals or tissue
bioavailability /baəυəvelə blti/ noun
the extent to which a nutrient or medicine can
be taken up by the body
biochemical /baəυ kemk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to biochemistry
biochemistry /baəυ kemstri/ noun the
chemistry of living tissues
biocide / baəυsad/ noun a substance which
kills living organisms
biocompatibility /baəυkəmptə blti/
noun the compatibility of a donated organ or
artificial limb with the living tissue into which
it has been introduced or with which it is
brought into contact
biodegradable /baəυd &redəb(ə)l/ adjective easily decomposed by organisms such
as bacteria or by the effect of sunlight, the sea,
etc.
bioengineering /baəυend nərŋ/ noun
same as biomedical engineering
bioethics / baəυeθks/ noun the study of
the moral and ethical choices in medical research and treatment of patients, especially
when advanced technology is available
biofeedback /baəυ fi dbk/ noun the control of the autonomic nervous system by someone’s conscious thought, as he or she sees the
results of tests or scans
biogenesis /baəυ denəss/ noun a theory
that living organisms can only develop from
other living organisms
biohazard / baəυhzəd/ noun a danger to
human beings or their environment, especially
one from a poisonous or infectious agent
bioinstrumentation
/baəυnstrəmen
teʃ(ə)n/ noun instruments used to record and
display information about the body’s functions, or the use of such instruments
biological /baə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to biology
biological clock /baəlɒdk(ə)l klɒk/
noun the rhythm of daily activities and bodily
processes such as eating, defecating or sleeping, frequently controlled by hormones, which
repeats every twenty-four hours. Also called
bio-

bioactive





bioassay





bioavailability





biochemical





biochemistry





biocide



biocompatibility





biodegradable





bioengineering





bioethics





biofeedback





biogenesis





biohazard





bioinstrumentation





biological





biological clock



circadian rhythm

biological
parent
/baəlɒdk(ə)l
peərəmt/ noun a parent who was physically
involved in producing a child
biologist /ba ɒlədst/ noun a scientist who
specialises in biology
biology /ba ɒlədi/ noun the study of living
organisms
biological parent



biologist



biology
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biomaterial /baəυmə təriəl/ noun a synthetic material which can be used as an implant in living tissue
biomedical
engineering
/
baəυmedk(ə)lend nərŋ/ noun the application of engineering science such as robotics and hydraulics to medicine
biomedicine / baəυmed(ə)s(ə)n/ noun 1.
the use of the principles of biology, biochemistry, physiology and other basic sciences to
solve problems in clinical medicine 2. the
study of the body’s ability to withstand unusual or extreme environments
biometry /ba ɒmətri/ noun the science
which applies statistics to the study of living
things 왍 biometry of the eye measurement of
the eye by ultrasound 왍 biometry of a fetus
the measurement of the key parameters of
growth of a fetus by ultrasound
biomonitoring / baəυmɒnt(ə)rŋ/ noun
the measurement and tracking of a chemical
substance in a living organism or biological
material such as blood or urine, usually to
check environmental pollution or chemical exposure
bionic ear /ba ɒnk ə/ noun a cochlear implant (informal )
bionics /ba ɒnks/ noun the process of applying knowledge of biological systems to mechanical and electronic devices
biopharmaceutical
/baəυfɑ mə
su tk(ə)l/ noun a drug produced by biotechnological methods
biophysical
profile
/baəυfzk(ə)l
prəυfal/ noun a profile of a fetus, based on
such things as its breathing movement and
body movement
biopsy / baɒpsi/ noun the process of taking
a small piece of living tissue for examination
and diagnosis 쑗 The biopsy of the tissue from
the growth showed that it was benign.
biorhythm / baəυrð(ə)m/ noun a regular
process of change which takes place within
living organisms, e.g. sleeping, waking or the
reproductive cycle (NOTE: Some people believe
biomaterial





biomedical engineering







biomedicine





biometry



biomonitoring





bionic ear



bionics



biopharmaceutical





biophysical profile



biopsy



biorhythm



that biorhythms affect behaviour and mood.)
biosensor / baəυsensə/ noun a device that
biosensor





uses a biological agent such as an enzyme or
organelle to detect, measure or analyse chemicals (NOTE: Biosensors are increasingly used in
tests to diagnose medical conditions such as
blood pressure.)
biostatistics /baəυstə tstks/ plural noun
biostatistics





statistics used in medicine and the study of disease
biosurgery / baəυs! dəri/ noun the use of
living organisms in surgery and post-surgical
treatment, especially the use of maggots or
leeches to clean wounds
biotechnology /baəυtek nɒlədi/ noun 1.
the use of biological processes in industrial
biosurgery





biotechnology





birth parent
production, e.g. in the production of drugs 2.
same as genetic modification
biotherapy / baəυθerəpi/ noun the treatment of disease with substances produced
through the activity of living organisms such
as sera, vaccines or antibiotics
biotin / baətn/ noun a type of vitamin B
found in egg yolks, liver and yeast
biparietal /bapə raət(ə)l/ adjective referring to the two parietal bones
biparous / bpərəs/ adjective producing
twins
bipennate /ba penet/ adjective referring to
a muscle with fibres which rise from either
side of the tendon
bipolar /ba pəυlə/ adjective with two poles.
See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
bipolar disorder /bapəυlə ds ɔ də/ noun
a psychological condition in which someone
moves between mania and depression and experiences delusion. Also called manic-depresbiotherapy





biotin



biparietal





biparous



bipennate



bipolar



bipolar disorder







sive illness, manic depression

bipolar neurone /bapəυlə njυərəυn/
noun a nerve cell with two processes, a dendrite and an axon, found in the retina. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement. Compare
bipolar neurone



multipolar neurone, unipolar neurone
birth /b! θ/ noun the act of being born 왍 to
give birth to have a baby 쑗 She gave birth to
birth

twins.
birth canal / b! θ kənl/ noun the uterus,
vagina and vulva
birth control / b! θ kəntrəυl/ noun same as
birth canal





birth control





contraception

birth control pill / b! θ kəntrəυl pl/ noun
same as oral contraceptive
birth defect / b! θ di fekt/ noun same as
birth control pill





birth defect



congenital anomaly (NOTE: The word ‘defect’ is
now avoided.)
birthing / b! θŋ/ noun the process of giving
birth using natural childbirth methods 쐽 adjective designed to help in childbirth
birthing chair / b! θŋ tʃeə/ noun a special
birthing



birthing chair



chair in which a woman sits to give birth
birthing pool / b! θŋ pu l/ noun a special
large bath in which pregnant women can relax
before and when giving birth
birthing room / b! θŋ ru m/ noun an area
set up for childbirth in a hospital or other
building to provide comfortable and homely
surroundings
birth injury / b! θ ndəri/ noun an injury
which a baby experiences during a difficult
birth, e.g. brain damage
birthmark / b! θmɑ k/ noun an unusual coloured or raised area on the skin which someone has from birth. Also called naevus
birth mother / b! θ m"ðə/ noun the woman
who gave birth to a child
birth parent / b! θ peərənt/ noun one of the
parents that physically produced a child
birthing pool



birthing room



birth injury



birthmark



birth mother



birth parent
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birth plan /b! θ pln/ noun a list of a pregnant woman’s wishes about how the birth of
her baby should take place, e.g. whether she
wants a natural birth and what pain relief she
should be given
birth rate / b! θ ret/ noun the number of
births per year, shown per thousand of the population 쑗 a birth rate of 15 per thousand 쑗
There has been a severe decline in the birth
rate.
birth trauma / b! θ trɔ mə/ noun an injury
caused to a baby during delivery
birth weight / b! θ wet/ noun the weight of
a baby at birth
bisacodyl /basə kəυdl/ noun a laxative
drug
bisexual /ba sekʃuəl/ noun someone who
has both male and female sexual partners 쐽
adjective referring to a person who is sexually
attracted to both males and females. Compare
birth plan

birth rate



birth trauma



birth weight



bisacodyl





bisexual



heterosexual, homosexual
bisexuality /basekʃu lti/ noun the state
bisexuality





of being sexually attracted to both males and
females
bis in die /bs n di e/ adverb full form of
bis in die



b.i.d.

bismuth / bzməθ/ noun a chemical element
bismuth



(NOTE: The chemical symbol is Bi.)
bismuth salts / bzməθ sɔ lts/ plural noun
bismuth salts



salts used to treat acid stomach and formerly
used in the treatment of syphilis
bistoury / bstəri/ noun a sharp thin surgical
knife
bite /bat/ verb 1. to cut into something with
the teeth 쑗 He bit a piece out of the apple. 왍 to
bite on something to hold onto something
with the teeth 쑗 The dentist told him to bite on
the bite wing. 2. (of an insect) to puncture
someone’s skin 쐽 noun 1. the action of biting
or of being bitten 2. a place or mark where
someone has been bitten 쑗 a dog bite 쑗 an insect bite
bite wing / bat wŋ/ noun a holder for dental
X-ray film, which a person clenches between
the teeth, so allowing an X-ray of both upper
and lower teeth to be taken
Bitot’s spots /bi təυz spɒts/ plural noun
small white spots on the conjunctiva, caused
by vitamin A deficiency [Described 1863. After
bistoury



bite

bite wing



Bitot’s spots



Pierre A. Bitot (1822–88), French physician.]
bivalve / bavlv/ noun an organ which has
two valves 쐽 adjective referring to a bivalve orbivalve



gan
black eye /blk a/ noun bruising and
swelling of the tissues round an eye, usually
caused by a blow
blackhead / blkhed/ noun same as comeblack eye



blackhead



do (informal )

black heel / blk hi l/ noun a haemorrhage
inside the heel, characterised by black spots
black heel



black out /blk aυt/ verb to have sudden
loss of consciousness 쑗 I suddenly blacked out
and I can’t remember anything more
blackout / blkaυt/ noun a sudden loss of
consciousness (informal ) 쑗 She must have had
a blackout while driving. Also called fainting
black out



blackout



fit

black spots /blk spɒts/ plural noun 왍
black spots in front of the eyes moving black
dots seen when looking at something, more
noticeable when a person is tired or run-down,
and more common in shortsighted people
blackwater fever / blkwɔ tə fi və/ noun
a form of malaria where haemoglobin from red
blood cells is released into plasma and makes
the urine dark
bladder / bldə/ noun any sac in the body,
especially the sac where the urine collects before being passed out of the body 쑗 He is suffering from bladder trouble. 쑗 She is taking
antibiotics for a bladder infection.
Blalock’s operation / blelɒks ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/, Blalock-Taussig operation /blelɒk
tɔ s& ɒpə reʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to connect the pulmonary artery to the
subclavian artery, in order to increase blood
flow to the lungs of someone who has tetralogy of Fallot
bland /blnd/ adjective referring to food
which is not spicy, irritating or acid
bland diet /blnd daət/ noun a diet in
which someone eats mainly milk-based foods,
boiled vegetables and white meat, as a treatment for peptic ulcers
blanket bath / blŋkt bɑ θ/ noun same as
black spots



blackwater fever



bladder



Blalock’s operation









bland

bland diet



blanket bath



bed bath
blast /blɑ st/ noun 1. a wave of air pressure
blast

from an explosion which can cause concussion

2. an immature form of a cell before distinctive

characteristics develop
-blast /blst/ suffix referring to a very early
stage in the development of a cell
blast injury / blɑ st ndəri/ noun a severe
injury to the chest following a blast
blasto- /blstəυ/ prefix referring to a germ
cell
blastocoele / blstəυsi l/ noun a cavity
filled with fluid in a morula (NOTE: The US
-blast

blast injury



blasto-

blastocoele



spelling is blastocele.)

blastocyst / blstəυsist/ noun an early
stage in the development of an embryo
Blastomyces /blstəυ masi z/ noun a
type of parasitic fungus which affects the skin
blastomycosis /blstəυma kəυss/ noun
an infection caused by Blastomyces
blastula / blstjυlə/ noun the first stage of
the development of an embryo in animals
bleb /bleb/ noun a blister. Compare bulla
bled /bled/ 쏡 bleed
blastocyst



Blastomyces





blastomycosis



blastula



bleb

bled
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bleed /bli d/ verb to lose blood 쑗 His knee
was bleeding. 쑗 He was bleeding from a cut on
the head. (NOTE: bleeding – bled)
bleeder / bli də/ noun 1. a blood vessel which
bleeds during surgery 2. a person who has haemophilia (informal )
bleeding / bli dŋ/ noun an unusual loss of
blood from the body through the skin, through
an orifice or internally
bleed

bleeder



bleeding



COMMENT:

Blood lost through bleeding from
an artery is bright red and can rush out because it is under pressure. Blood from a vein
is darker red and flows more slowly.
bleeding point / bli dŋ pɔnt/, bleeding
site / bli dŋ sat/ noun a place in the body
bleeding point





where bleeding is taking place
bleeding time / bli dŋ tam/ noun a test of
the clotting ability of someone’s blood, by timing the length of time it takes for the blood to
congeal
blenno- /blenəυ/ prefix referring to mucus
blennorrhagia /blenəυ redə/ noun 1. the
discharge of mucus 2. gonorrhoea
blennorrhoea /blenə ri ə/ noun 1. the discharge of watery mucus 2. gonorrhoea
bleomycin /bli əυ masn/ noun an antibiotic used to treat forms of cancer such as
Hodgkin’s disease
blephar- /blefər/ prefix same as blepharobleeding time



blenno-

blennorrhagia





blennorrhoea





bleomycin





blephar-

(used before vowels)
blepharitis /blefə rats/ noun inflammablepharitis





tion of the eyelid
blepharo- /blefərəυ/ prefix referring to the
eyelid
blepharoconjunctivitis
/blefərəυkən
d"ŋkt vats/ noun inflammation of the
conjunctiva of the eyelids
blepharon / blefərɒn/ noun an eyelid
blepharospasm / blefərəυspz(ə)m/ noun
a sudden contraction of the eyelid, as when a
tiny piece of dust gets in the eye
blepharotosis /blefərəυ təυss/ noun a
condition in which the upper eyelid is half
closed because of paralysis of the muscle or
nerve
blind /bland/ adjective not able to see 쐽 plural
noun 왍 the blind people who are blind. 쒁 visually impaired 쐽 verb to make someone blind
쑗 He was blinded in the accident.
blind gut /bland &"t/ noun same as caeblepharo-

blepharoconjunctivitis







blepharon



blepharospasm



blepharotosis





blind

blind gut



cum

blind loop syndrome /bland lu p sn
drəυm/ noun a condition which occurs in cases of diverticulosis or of Crohn’s disease, with
steatorrhoea, abdominal pain and megaloblastic anaemia
blindness / blandnəs/ noun the fact of not
being able to see
blind spot / bland spɒt/ noun the point in
the retina where the optic nerve joins it, which
does not register light
blind loop syndrome

blindness



blind spot



blood bank
blind study /bland st"di/ noun an investigation to test an intervention such as giving a
drug, in which a person does not know if he or
she has taken the active medicine or the placebo
blink /blŋk/ verb to close and open the eyelids rapidly several times or once 쑗 He blinked
in the bright light.
blister / blstə/ noun a swelling on the skin
containing serum from the blood, caused by
rubbing, burning or a disease such as chickenpox 쐽 verb to produce blisters
bloated / bləυtd/ adjective experiencing the
uncomfortable sensation of a very full stomach
block /blɒk/ noun 1. the stopping of a function 2. something which obstructs 3. a large
piece of something 쑗 A block of wood fell on
his foot. 4. a period of time 쑗 The training is in
two three-hour blocks. 5. one of the different
buildings forming a section of a hospital 쑗 The
patient is in Block 2, Ward 7. 쑗 She is having
treatment in the physiotherapy block. 쐽 verb to
fill the space in something and stop other
things passing through it 쑗 The artery was
blocked by a clot. 쑗 He swallowed a piece of
plastic which blocked his oesophagus.
blockage / blɒkd/ noun 1. something
which obstructs 쑗 There is a blockage in the
rectum. 2. the act of being obstructed 쑗 The
blockage of the artery was caused by a blood
clot.
blocker / blɒkə/ noun a substance which
blocks an action. 쏡 beta blocker
blocking / blɒkŋ/ noun a psychiatric disorder, in which someone suddenly stops one
train of thought and switches to another
blood /bl"d/ noun a red liquid moved around
the body by the pumping action of the heart
blind study



blink

blister



bloated



block

blockage



blocker



blocking



blood

(NOTE: For other terms referring to blood, see
words beginning with haem-, haemo-, haemato-.) 앳 blood chemistry or chemistry of the
blood 1. the substances which make up blood

can be analysed in blood tests, the results of
which are useful in diagnosing disease 2. the
record of changes which take place in blood
during disease and treatment
COMMENT: Blood is formed of red and white
cells, platelets and plasma. It circulates round
the body, going from the heart and lungs
along arteries, and returns to the heart
through the veins. As it moves round the body
it takes oxygen to the tissues and removes
waste material which is cleaned out through
the kidneys or exhaled through the lungs. It
also carries hormones produced by glands to
the various organs which need them. The
body of an average adult contains about six litres or ten pints of blood.

blood bank / bl"d bŋk/ noun a section of a
hospital or a special centre where blood given
by donors is stored for use in transfusions
blood bank
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blood blister / bl"d blstə/ noun a swelling
on the skin with blood inside, caused by nipping the flesh
blood-borne virus /bl"d bɔ n varəs/
noun a virus carried by the blood
blood-brain barrier /bl"d bren briə/
noun the process by which some substances,
which in other parts of the body will diffuse
from capillaries, are held back by the endothelium of cerebral capillaries, preventing them
from coming into contact with the fluids round
the brain
blood casts / bl"d kɑ sts/ plural noun pieces
of blood cells which are secreted by the kidneys in kidney disease
blood cell / bl"d sel/ noun a red or a white
cell in the blood
blood clot / bl"d klɒt/ noun a soft mass of
coagulated blood in a vein or an artery. Also
called thrombus
blood clotting / bl"d klɒtŋ/ noun the process by which blood changes from being liquid
to being semi-solid and so stops flowing
blood corpuscle / bl"d kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun 쏡
blood blister



blood-borne virus



blood-brain barrier



blood casts



blood cell



blood clot



blood clotting



blood corpuscle



blood cell

blood count / bl"d kaυnt/ noun a test to
count the number and types of different blood
cells in a sample of blood, in order to give an
indication of the condition of the person’s
blood as a whole
blood culture / bl"d k"ltʃə/ noun a method
of testing a sample of blood by placing it on a
culture medium to see if foreign organisms in
it grow
blood donor / bl"d dəυnə/ noun a person
who gives blood which is then used in transfusions to other people
blood dyscrasia /bl"d ds kreziə/ noun
any unusual blood condition such as a low cell
count or platelet count
blood formation / bl"d fɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as haemopoiesis
blood-glucose level /bl"d &lu kəυz
lev(ə)l/ noun the amount of glucose present in
the blood. The usual blood-glucose level is
about 60–100 mg of glucose per 100 ml of
blood.
blood group / bl"d &ru p/ noun one of the
different groups into which human blood is
classified. Also called blood type
blood count



blood culture



blood donor



blood dyscrasia





blood formation





blood-glucose level



blood group



COMMENT: Blood is classified in various ways.
The most common classifications are by the
agglutinogens (factors A and B) in red blood
cells and by the Rhesus factor. Blood can
therefore have either factor (Group A and
Group B) or both factors (Group AB) or neither
(Group O) and each of these groups can be
Rhesus negative or positive.
blood grouping / bl"d &ru pŋ/ noun the
blood grouping



process of classifying people according to
their blood groups

blood-letting / bl"d letŋ/ noun same as
blood-letting



phlebotomy

blood loss / bl"d lɒs/ noun loss of blood
from the body by bleeding
blood picture / bl"d pktʃə/ noun US a full
blood count
blood pigment / bl"d p&mənt/ noun same
as haemoglobin
blood plasma / bl"d plzmə/ noun a yellow watery liquid which makes up the main
part of blood
blood platelet / bl"d pletlət/ noun a small
blood cell which releases thromboplastin and
which multiplies rapidly after an injury, encouraging the coagulation of blood
blood poisoning / bl"d pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun a
condition in which bacteria are present in the
blood and cause illness (informal ) 쒁 septicaeblood loss



blood picture



blood pigment



blood plasma



blood platelet



blood poisoning



mia, bacteraemia, toxaemia

blood pressure / bl"d preʃə/ noun the
pressure, measured in millimetres of mercury,
at which the blood is pumped round the body
by the heart 왍 high blood pressure or raised
blood pressure a level of blood pressure
which is higher than usual
blood pressure



‘…raised blood pressure may account for as many as
70% of all strokes. The risk of stroke rises with both
systolic and diastolic blood pressure in the normotensive and hypertensive ranges. Blood pressure
control reduces the incidence of first stroke and aspirin appears to reduce the risk of stroke after TIAs’
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
COMMENT: Blood pressure is measured using
a sphygmomanometer. A rubber tube is
wrapped round the patient’s arm and inflated
and two readings of blood pressure are taken:
the systolic pressure, when the heart is contracting and so pumping out, and the diastolic
pressure, which is always a lower figure,
when the heart relaxes. Healthy adult values
are considered to be 160/95, unless the patient is diabetic or has heart disease, when
lower target values are set.
blood product / bl"d prɒd"kt/ noun a subblood product



stance such as plasma taken out of blood and
used in the treatment of various medical conditions
blood relationship /bl"d r leʃ(ə)nʃp/
noun a relationship between people who come
from the same family and have the same parents, grandparents or ancestors, as opposed to
a relationship by marriage
blood sample / bl"d sɑ mpəl/ noun a sample of blood, taken for testing
blood serum / bl"d sərəm/ noun 쏡 serum
bloodshot / bl"dʃɒt/ adjective referring to
an eye with small specks of blood in it from a
small damaged blood vessel
bloodstained / bl"dstend/ adjective having
blood in or on it 쑗 He coughed up bloodstained sputum.
bloodstream / bl"dstri m/ noun the blood
flowing round the body 쑗 Hormones are secreted by the glands into the bloodstream.
blood relationship



blood sample



blood serum



bloodshot



bloodstained



bloodstream
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blood sugar /bl"d ʃυ&ə/ noun glucose
present in the blood
blood sugar level /bl"d ʃυ&ə lev(ə)l/
noun the amount of glucose in the blood,
which is higher after meals and in people with
diabetes
blood test / bl"d test/ noun a laboratory test
of a blood sample to analyse its chemical composition 쑗 The patient will have to have a
blood test.
blood transfusion / bl"d trnsfju (ə)n/
noun a procedure in which blood given by another person or taken from the patient at an
earlier stage is transferred into the patient’s
vein
blood type / bl"d tap/ noun same as blood
blood sugar



blood sugar level



blood test



blood transfusion





blood type



group

blood typing / bl"d tapŋ/ noun the analysis of blood for transfusion factors and blood
group
blood urea /bl"d jυ ri ə/ noun urea present
in the blood. A high level occurs following
heart failure or kidney disease.
blood vessel / bl"d ves(ə)l/ noun any tube
which carries blood round the body, e.g. an artery, vein or capillary (NOTE: For other terms reblood typing



blood urea





blood vessel



ferring to blood vessels, see words beginning
with angi-, angio-.)
blood volume / bl"d vɒlju m/ noun the toblood volume



tal amount of blood in the body
blotch /blɒtʃ/ noun a reddish patch on the
skin
blot test / blɒt test/ noun 쏡 Rorschach test
blue baby /blu bebi/ noun a baby who has
congenital cyanosis, born either with a congenital heart condition or with a collapsed
lung, which prevents an adequate supply of
oxygen reaching the tissues, giving the baby’s
skin a slight blue colour (informal )
blue disease / blu d zi z/, blueness /
blu nəs/ noun 쏡 cyanosis
blue litmus /blu ltməs/ noun treated paper which indicates the presence of acid by
turning red
blurred vision /bl! d v(ə)n/ noun a condition in which someone does not see objects
clearly
blush /bl"ʃ/ noun a rush of red colour to the
skin of the face, caused by emotion 쐽 verb to
go red in the face because of emotion
bm abbr bowel movement
BM abbr Bachelor of Medicine
BMA abbr British Medical Association
BMI abbr body mass index
BMJ abbr British Medical Journal
BMR abbr basal metabolic rate
BMR test /bi em ɑ test/ noun a test of
thyroid function
BNF abbr British National Formulary
blotch

blot test



blue baby



blue disease



blue litmus



blurred vision



blush

bm

BM

BMA

BMI

BMJ

BMR

BMR test



BNF





Bohn’s nodules
bodily / bɒdli/ adjective referring to the body
쑗 The main bodily functions are controlled by
the sympathetic nervous system.
body / bɒdi/ noun 1. the physical structure of
a person, as opposed to the mind 2. the main
part of a person’s body, not including the head
or arms and legs 3. a dead person 쐽 an amount
of something 쐽 noun 1. the main part of something 왍 body of sternum the main central part
of the breastbone 왍 body of vertebra the main
part of a vertebra which supports the weight of
the body 왍 body of the stomach main part of
the stomach between the fundus and the pylorus. See illustration at STOMACH in Supplement 2. 쏡 foreign body
body cavity / bɒdi kvti/ noun an opening
in the body, e.g. the mouth, oesophagus, vagina, rectum or ear
body fat / bɒdi ft/ noun tissue where the
cells contain fat which replaces the fibrous tissue when too much food is eaten
body fluid / bɒdi flu d/ noun a liquid in the
body, e.g. water, blood or semen
body image /bɒdi md/ noun the mental
image which a person has of their own body.
Also called body schema
body language / bɒdi lŋ&wd/ noun the
expression on your face, or the way you hold
your body, interpreted by other people as unconsciously revealing your feelings
body mass index /bɒdi ms ndeks/
noun a figure obtained by dividing someone’s
weight in kilos by the square of his or her
height in metres. 19–25 is considered usual.
Abbr BMI
bodily



body



body cavity



body fat



body fluid



body image



body language



body mass index



COMMENT: If a person is 1.70m (5ft 7in.) and
weighs 82kg (180 lbs), his or her BMI is 28
and so above average.
body odour /bɒdi əυdə/ noun an unpleasbody odour



ant smell caused by perspiration
body scan / bɒdi skn/ noun an examination of the whole of the body using ultrasound
or other scanning techniques
body schema /bɒdi ski mə/ noun same as
body scan



body schema



body image

body
substance
isolation / bɒdi
s"bstəns asəleʃ(ə)n/ noun making sure
that a trauma victim is kept isolated from the
possibility of infection from moist body substances
body temperature / bɒdi temprtʃə/
noun the internal temperature of the human
body, usually about 37°C
Boeck’s disease / beks dzi z/, Boeck’s
sarcoid / beks sɑ kɔd/ noun same as sarbody substance isolation





body temperature





Boeck’s disease







coidosis [Described 1899. After Caesar Peter
Moeller Boeck (1845–1913), Professor of Dermatology at Oslo, Norway.]
Bohn’s nodules /bɔ nz nɒdju lz/, Bohn’s
epithelial pearls plural noun tiny cysts found in
Bohn’s nodules



the mouths of healthy infants
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boil /bɔl/ noun a tender raised mass of infected tissue and skin, usually caused by infection
of a hair follicle by the bacterium Staphylococcus aureus. Also called furuncle
bolus / bəυləs/ noun 1. a mass of food which
has been chewed and is ready to be swallowed
2. a mass of food passing along the intestine
bonding / bɒndŋ/ noun the process by
which a psychological link is formed between
a baby and its mother 쑗 In autistic children
bonding is difficult.
bone /bəυn/ noun 1. calcified connective tissue 2. one of the calcified pieces of connective
tissue which make the skeleton 쑗 There are
several small bones in the human ear. See illustration at SYNOVIAL JOINT in Supplement 앳
bone structure 1. the system of jointed bones
forming the body 2. the arrangement of the
various components of a bone
boil

bolus



bonding



bone

COMMENT: Bones are formed of a hard outer
layer (compact bone) which is made up of a
series of layers of tissue (Haversian systems)
and a softer inner part (cancellous bone or
spongy bone) which contains bone marrow.
bone-anchored hearing aid /bəυn
ŋkəd hərŋ ed/ noun a hearing aid that is
bone-anchored hearing aid



fitted surgically into the skull, usually behind
the ear. Abbr BAHA
bone conduction / bəυn kənd"kʃ(ə)n/
noun same as osteophony
bone damage / bəυn dmd/ noun damage caused to a bone 쑗 extensive bruising but
no bone damage
bone graft / bəυn &rɑ ft/ noun a piece of
bone taken from one part of the body to repair
a another bone
bone marrow / bəυn mrəυ/ noun soft tissue in cancellous bone (NOTE: For other terms
bone conduction





bone damage



bone graft



bone marrow



referring to bone marrow, see words beginning
with myel-, myelo-.)
COMMENT: Two types of bone marrow are to
be found: red bone marrow or myeloid tissue,
which forms red blood cells and is found in
cancellous bone in the vertebrae, the sternum
and other flat bones. As a person gets older,
fatty yellow bone marrow develops in the central cavity of long bones.
bone marrow transplant /bəυn mrəυ
trnsplɑ nt/ noun the transplant of marrow
bone marrow transplant



from a donor to a recipient
bone scan noun a scan which tracks a radioactive substance injected into the body to find
areas where a bone is breaking down or repairing itself
Bonney’s blue /bɒniz blu / noun a blue
dye used as a disinfectant [After William Francis
bone scan

Bonney’s blue



Victor Bonney (1872–1953), British gynaecologist]
bony / bəυni/ adjective 1. relating to bones, or
made of bone 2. referring to a part of the body
bony



where the structure of the bones underneath
can be seen 쑗 thin bony hands

bony labyrinth /bəυni lbərnθ/ noun a
hard part of the temporal bone surrounding the
membranous labyrinth in the inner ear. Also
called osseous labyrinth
booster / bu stər ndekʃ(ə)n/, booster injection noun a repeat injection of vaccine given some time after the first injection to maintain the immunising effect
boracic acid /bərsk sd/ noun a soluble white powder used as a general disinfectant. Also called boric acid
borax / bɔ rks/ noun a white powder used
as a household cleaner and disinfectant
borborygmus /bɔ bə r&məs/ noun a rumbling noise in the abdomen, caused by gas in
the intestine (NOTE: The plural is borborygmi.)
borderline / bɔ dəlan/ adjective 1. not clearly belonging to either one of two categories 쑗
a borderline case 2. referring to a medical condition likely to develop in someone unless an
effort is made to prevent it 3. characterised by
emotional instability and self-destructive behaviour 쑗 a borderline personality
Bordetella /bɔ də telə/ noun a bacterium of
the family Brucellaceae (NOTE: Bordetella perbony labyrinth



booster





boracic acid



borax



borborygmus





borderline



Bordetella





tussis causes whooping cough.)

boric acid /bɔ rk sd/ noun same as boboric acid



racic acid
born /bɔ n/ verb 왍 to be born to begin to live
born

outside the mother’s uterus
Bornholm disease / bɔ nhəυm dzi z/
noun same as epidemic pleurodynia
bottle-fed / bɒt(ə)l fed/ adjective referring to
a baby which is fed from a bottle. Compare
Bornholm disease





bottle-fed



breast-fed

bottle feeding /bɒt(ə)l fi dŋ/ noun the act
of giving a baby milk from a bottle, as opposed
to breast feeding. Compare breast feeding
bottom / bɒtəm/ noun 1. the part of the body
on which you sit. 쒁 buttock 2. the anus
bottle feeding



bottom



(informal )

bottom shuffling / bɒtəm ʃ"f(ə)lŋ/ noun
the process by which a baby who cannot yet
walk moves around by moving itself along on
its hands and buttocks
botulinum toxin /bɒtjυ lanəm tɒksn/
noun a poison produced by the bacterium
Clostridium botulinum and used, in small doses, to treat muscular cramps and spasms
botulism / bɒtjʃυlz(ə)m/ noun a type of
food poisoning, often fatal, caused by a toxin
of Clostridium botulinum in badly canned or
preserved food. Symptoms include paralysis
of the muscles, vomiting and hallucinations.
bougie / bu i / noun a thin tube which can
be inserted into passages in the body such as
the oesophagus or rectum, either to allow liquid to be introduced or to dilate the passage
bout /baυt/ noun a sudden attack of a disease,
especially one which recurs 쑗 He is recovering from a bout of flu. 왍 bout of fever a period
bottom shuffling



botulinum toxin



botulism



bougie



bout
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when someone is feverish 쑗 She has recurrent
bouts of malarial fever.
bovine spongiform encephalopathy /
bəυvan sp"ndfɔ m enkefə lɒpəθi/
noun a fatal brain disease of cattle. Abbr BSE.
쒁 Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. Also called mad
bovine spongiform encephalopathy







cow disease
bowel / baυəl/ noun the intestine, especially
the large intestine (NOTE: Bowel is often used in
the plural in everyday language.) 왍 to open the
bowel



bowels to have a bowel movement
bowel movement / baυəl mu vmənt/
noun 1. an act of passing faeces out of the body
through the anus 쑗 The patient had a bowel
movement this morning. Also called motion. 쒁
defecation 2. the amount of faeces passed
through the anus
bowels / baυəlz/ plural noun same as bowel
Bowen’s disease / bəυinz dzi z/ noun a
form of carcinoma, appearing as red plaques
on the skin
bowl /bəυl/ noun a wide shallow container
used for holding liquids
bow-legged /bəυ le&d/ adjective with bow
legs
bow legs /bəυ le&z/ noun a state where the
ankles touch and the knees are apart when a
person is standing straight. Also called genu
bowel movement



bowels



Bowen’s disease





bowl

bow-legged



bow legs

varum

brain
brachial plexus /brekiəl pleksəs/ noun a
group of nerves at the armpit and base of the
neck which lead to the nerves in the arms and
hands. Injury to the brachial plexus at birth
leads to Erb’s palsy.
brachial pressure point /brekiəl preʃə
pɔnt/ noun the point on the arm where pressure will stop bleeding from the brachial artery
brachial vein / brekiəl ven/ noun a vein
accompanying the brachial artery, draining
into the axillary vein
brachio- /brekiəυ/ prefix referring to the arm
brachiocephalic
artery /brekiəυsə
flk ɑ təri/ noun the largest branch of the
arch of the aorta, which continues as the right
common carotid and right subclavian arteries
brachiocephalic vein /brekiəυsə flk
ven/ noun one of a pair of large veins on opposite sides of the neck that join to form the superior vena cava. Also called innominate vein
brachium / brekiəm/ noun an arm, especially the upper arm between the elbow and the
shoulder (NOTE: The plural is brachia.)
brachy- /brki/ prefix short
brachycephaly /brki sefəli/ noun a condition in which the skull is shorter than usual
brachytherapy /brki θerəpi/ noun a radioactive treatment in which the radioactive material actually touches the tissue being treated
Bradford’s frame / brdfədz frem/ noun a
frame of metal and cloth, used to support a patient [After Edward Hickling Bradford (1848–
brachial plexus



brachial pressure point



brachial vein



brachio-

brachiocephalic artery





brachiocephalic vein





brachium



brachy-

brachycephaly





brachytherapy





Bradford’s frame

Bowman’s capsule /bəυmənz kpsju l/
noun the expanded end of a renal tubule, surrounding a glomerular tuft in the kidney,
which filters plasma in order to reabsorb useful foodstuffs and eliminate waste. Also called
Bowman’s capsule



Malpighian glomerulus, glomerular capsule
[Described 1842. After Sir William Paget Bowman (1816–92), surgeon in Birmingham and later in London, who was a pioneer in work on the
kidney and in ophthalmology.]
BP abbr 1. blood pressure 2. British PharmaBP

copoeia
BPH abbr benign prostatic hypertrophy
Bq symbol becquerel
brace /bres/ noun any type of splint or appliance worn for support, e.g. a metal support
used on children’s legs to make the bones
straight or on teeth which are forming badly 쑗
She wore a brace on her front teeth.
bracelet / breslət/ noun 쏡 identity bracelet,
BPH

Bq

brace

bracelet



medical alert bracelet
brachi- /breki/ prefix same as brachio- (used
before vowels)
brachial / brekiəl/ adjective referring to the
brachi-

brachial



arm, especially the upper arm
brachial artery / brekiəl ɑ təri/ noun an
artery running down the arm from the axillary
artery to the elbow, where it divides into the radial and ulnar arteries
brachialis muscle /breki els m"s(ə)l/
noun a muscle that causes the elbow to bend
brachial artery



brachialis muscle







1926), US orthopaedic surgeon]
brady- /brd/ prefix slow
bradycardia /brd kɑ diə/ noun a slow
brady-

bradycardia





rate of heart contraction, shown by a slow
pulse rate of less than 70 beats per minute
bradykinesia /brdka ni ziə/ noun a
condition in which the someone walks slowly
and makes slow movements because of disease
bradykinin /brd kann/ noun a chemical
produced in the blood when tissues are injured, that plays a role in inflammation. 쒁 kinin
bradypnoea /brdp ni ə/ noun unusually
slow breathing (NOTE: The US spelling is
bradykinesia





bradykinin





bradypnoea





bradypnea.)

Braille /brel/ noun a system of writing using
raised dots on the paper to indicate letters
which a blind person can read by passing their
fingers over the page 쑗 The book has been
published in Braille. [Introduced 1829–30. AfBraille

ter Louis Braille (1809–52), blind Frenchman
and teacher of the blind; he introduced the system which had originally been proposed by
Charles Barbier in 1820.]
brain /bren/ noun the part of the central nervbrain

ous system situated inside the skull. Also
called encephalon. See illustration at BRAIN in
Supplement
COMMENT: The main part of the brain is the
cerebrum, formed of two sections or hemi-
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spheres, which relate to thought and to sensations from either side of the body. At the back
of the head and beneath the cerebrum is the
cerebellum which coordinates muscle reaction and balance. Also in the brain are the hypothalamus which governs body temperature,
hunger, thirst and sexual urges, and the tiny
pituitary gland which is the most important endocrine gland in the body.
brain covering / bren k"v(ə)rŋ/ noun 쏡
meninges
brain damage / bren dmd/ noun dambrain covering



brain damage



age caused to the brain as a result of oxygen
and sugar deprivation, e.g. after a haemorrhage, accident, or though disease
brain-damaged / bren dmdd/ adjective referring to someone who has experienced
brain damage
brain death / bren deθ/ noun a condition in
which the nerves in the brain stem have died,
and the person can be certified as dead, although the heart may not have stopped beating
brain haemorrhage /bren hem(ə)rd/
noun same as cerebral haemorrhage
brain scan / bren skn/ noun an examination of the inside of the brain, made by passing
X-rays through the head, using a scanner, and
reconstituting the images on a computer monitor
brain scanner / bren sknə/ noun a machine which scans the interior of the body,
used to examine the brain
brain stem / bren stem/ noun the lower narrow part of the brain which connects the brain
to the spinal cord
brain tumour / bren tju mə/ noun a tumour
which grows in the brain
brain-damaged



brain death



brain haemorrhage

brain scan



brain scanner



brain stem



brain tumour



COMMENT: Tumours may grow in any part of
the brain. The symptoms of brain tumour are
usually headaches and dizziness, and as the
tumour grows it may affect the senses or mental faculties. Operations to remove brain tumours can be very successful.
brain wave /bren stem/ noun a rhythmic
brain wave

wave of voltage produced by electrical activity
in the brain tissue
bran /brn/ noun the outside covering of the
wheat seed, removed when making white
flour, but an important source of roughage in
the diet
branch /brɑ ntʃ/ noun any part which grows
out of a main part 쐽 verb to split out into smaller parts 쑗 The radial artery branches from the
brachial artery at the elbow.
branchia / brŋkiə/ noun a breathing organ
similar to the gill of a fish found in human embryos in the early stages of development (NOTE:
bran

branch

branchia



The plural is branchiae.)
branchial / brŋkiəl/ adjective referring to
branchial



the branchiae
branchial cyst /brŋkiəl sst/ noun a cyst
on the side of the neck of an embryo
branchial cyst



branchial pouch /brŋkiəl paυtʃ/ noun a
pouch on the side of the neck of an embryo
Braun’s frame /braυnz frem/, Braun’s
splint /braυnz splnt/ noun a metal splint
and frame to which pulleys are attached, used
for holding up a fractured leg while the person
is lying in bed [After Heinrich Friedrich Wilhelm
branchial pouch



Braun’s frame





Braun (1862–1934), German surgeon]
Braxton-Hicks contractions /brkstən
hks kəntrkʃənz/ plural noun contractions
Braxton-Hicks contractions





of the uterus which occur throughout a pregnancy and become more frequent and stronger
towards the end [After Dr Braxton-Hicks, 19th

century British physician]
break /brek/ noun the point at which a bone
break

has broken 왍 clean break a break in a bone
which is not complicated and where the two
parts will join again easily
breakbone fever / brekbəυn fi və/ noun
same as dengue
break down /brek daυn/ verb 1. to experience a sudden physical or psychological illness (informal ) 쑗 After she lost her husband,
her health broke down. 2. to start to cry and become upset (informal ) 쑗 She broke down as she
described the symptoms to the doctor. 3. to
split or cause to split into smaller chemical
components, as in the digestion of food
breakdown / brekdaυn/ noun 쏡 nervous
breakbone fever



break down



breakdown



breakdown

breakdown
product
/ brekdaυn
prɒd"kt/ noun a substance which is produced
when a compound is broken down into its parts
breast /brest/ noun one of two glands in a
woman which secrete milk. Also called mambreakdown product



breast

ma (NOTE: For other terms referring to breasts,
see words beginning with mamm-, mammo-,
mast-, masto-.)
breast augmentation / brest ɔ &men
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical procedure to increase
breast augmentation



the size of the breast for cosmetic purposes
breastbone / brestbəυn/ noun a bone which
is in the centre of the front of the thorax and to
which the ribs are connected. Also called sterbreastbone



num

breast cancer / brest knsə/ noun a malignant tumour in a breast
breast-fed / brest fed/ adjective referring to
a baby which is fed from the mother’s breasts
쑗 She was breast-fed for the first two months.
breast feeding / brest fi dŋ/ noun feeding
a baby from the mother’s breasts as opposed to
from a bottle. Compare bottle feeding
breast implant / brest mplɑ nt/ noun a
sac containing silicone, implanted to improve
the appearance of a breast
breast milk / brest mlk/ noun the milk produced by a woman who has recently had a
baby
breast cancer



breast-fed



breast feeding



breast implant



breast milk
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breast palpation / brest plpeʃ(ə)n/
noun feeling a breast to see if a lump is present
which might indicate breast cancer
breast pump / brest p"mp/ noun an instrument for taking milk from a breast
breast reconstruction noun the construction of a new breast for a woman who has had
a breast removed because of cancer
breast reduction / brest rd"kʃ(ə)n/ noun
a reduction of the size of the breast for cosmetic purposes
breath /breθ/ noun air which goes in and out
of the body when you breathe 쑗 He ran so fast
he was out of breath. 쑗 Stop for a moment to
get your breath back. 쑗 She took a deep breath
and dived into the water. 왍 to hold your
breath to stop breathing out, after having inhaled deeply
breathe /bri ð/ verb to take air in and blow air
out through the nose or mouth 쑗 The patient
has begun to breathe normally. 왍 to breathe
in to take air into your lungs 왍 to breathe out
to let the air out of your lungs 쑗 He breathed
in the smoke from the fire and it made him
cough. 쑗 The doctor told him to take a deep
breath and breathe out slowly.
breast palpation





breast pump



breast reconstruction

breast reduction





breath

breathe

COMMENT: Children breathe about 20 to 30
times per minute, men 16–18 per minute, and
women slightly faster. The breathing rate increases if the person is taking exercise or has
a fever. Some babies and young children hold
their breath and go blue in the face, especially
when crying or during a temper tantrum.
breath-holding attack / breθ həυldŋ ə
tk/ noun a period when a young child stops
breath-holding attack





breathing, usually because he or she is angry
breathing / bri ðŋ/ noun same as respiration 쑗 If breathing is difficult or has stopped,
begin artificial ventilation immediately. (NOTE:
breathing



For other terms referring to breathing see words
beginning with pneum-, pneumo-, pneumat-,
pneumato-.)
breathing rate / bri ðŋ ret/ noun the
breathing rate



number of times a person breathes in and out
in a specific period
breathless / breθləs/ adjective referring to
someone who finds it difficult to breathe
enough air 쑗 After running upstairs she became breathless and had to sit down.
breathlessness / breθləsnəs/ noun difficulty in breathing enough air
breathless



breathlessness



‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient department on grounds of disabling breathlessness
present for at least five years’ [Lancet]
breath sounds / breθ saυndz/ noun hollow
breath sounds



sounds made by the lungs and heard through a
stethoscope placed on a person’s chest, used in
diagnosis
breech /bri tʃ/ noun the buttocks, especially
of a baby
breech birth / bri tʃ b! θ/, breech delivery
/ bri tʃ dlv(ə)ri/ noun a birth in which the
baby’s buttocks appear first rather than its head
breech

breech birth







Broadbent’s sign
breech presentation /bri tʃ prez(ə)n
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a position of the baby in the
uterus in which the buttocks will appear first
during childbirth
breed /bri d/ verb to reproduce, or reproduce
animals or plants 쑗 The bacteria breed in dirty
water. 쑗 Insanitary conditions help to breed
disease.
bregma / bre&mə/ noun the point at the top
of the head where the soft gap between the
bones of a baby’s skull hardens
bretylium tosylate /brətliəm tɒslet/
noun an agent used to block adrenergic transmitter release
bridge /brd/ noun 1. the top part of the nose
where it joins the forehead 2. an artificial tooth
or set of teeth which is joined to natural teeth
which hold it in place 3. a part joining two or
more other parts
Bright’s disease / brats dzi z/ noun inflammation of the kidneys, characterised by
albuminuria and high blood pressure. Also
called glomerulonephritis [Described 1836.
breech presentation



breed

bregma



bretylium tosylate



bridge

Bright’s disease





After Richard Bright (1789–1858), physician at
Guy’s Hospital, London, UK.]
bring up /brŋ "p/ verb 1. to look after and
educate a child 2. to cough up material such as
mucus from the lungs or throat 3. to vomit
(informal )
British anti-lewisite /brtʃ nti lu sat/
noun an antidote for gases which cause blisterbring up



British anti-lewisite





ing, also used to treat cases of poisoning such
as mercury poisoning. Abbr BAL
British Dental Association /brtʃ
dent(ə)l əsəυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun in the UK, a
professional association of dentists. Abbr BDA
British Medical Association /brtʃ
medk(ə)l əsəυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun in the UK, a
professional association of doctors. Abbr BMA
British National Formulary /brtʃ
nʃ(ə)nəl fɔ mjυləri/ noun a book listing
key information on the prescribing, dispensing
and administration of prescription drugs used
in the UK. Abbr BNF
British Pharmacopoeia /brtʃ fɑ məkə
pi ə/ noun a book listing drugs approved in
the UK and their dosages. Abbr BP
British Dental Association





British Medical Association





British National Formulary



British Pharmacopoeia





COMMENT: Drugs listed in the British Pharmacopoeia have the letters BP written after them
on labels.
brittle / brt(ə)l/ adjective easily broken 쑗
brittle



The people’s bones become brittle as they get
older.
brittle bone disease /brt(ə)l bəυn d
zi z/ noun 1. same as osteogenesis imperfecta 2. same as osteoporosis
Broadbent’s sign / brɔ dbents san/ noun
a movement of someone’s left side near the
lower ribs at each beat of the heart, indicating
adhesion between the diaphragm and pericardium in cases of pericarditis [After Sir William
brittle bone disease



Broadbent’s sign
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Henry Broadbent (1835–1907), British physician]
broad ligament /brɔ d l&əmənt/ noun
broad ligament



peritoneal folds supporting the uterus on each
side
broad-spectrum
antibiotic
/brɔ d
spektrəm ntiba ɒtk/ noun an antibiotic
used to control many types of microorganism
Broca’s aphasia /brəυkəz ə feziə/ noun a
condition in which someone is unable to speak
or write, as a result of damage to Broca’s area
Broca’s area / brəυkəz eəriə/ noun an area
on the left side of the brain which governs the
motor aspects of speaking [Described 1861. Afbroad-spectrum antibiotic





Broca’s aphasia





Broca’s area



ter Pierre Henri Paul Broca (1824–80), French
surgeon and anthropologist. A pioneer of neurosurgery, he also invented various instruments,
described muscular dystrophy before Duchenne, and recognised rickets as a nutritional disorder before Virchow.]
Brodie’s abscess /brəυdiz bses/ noun
Brodie’s abscess



an abscess of a bone, caused by staphylococcal
osteomyelitis [Described 1832. After Sir Ben-

jamin Collins Brodie (1783–1862), British surgeon.]
bromhidrosis /brɒmh drəυss/ noun a
bromhidrosis





condition in which body sweat has an unpleasant smell
bromide / brəυmad/ noun a bromine salt
bromide



(NOTE: Bromides are used as sedatives.)
bromine / brəυmi n/ noun a chemical element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Br.)
bromism / brəυmz(ə)m/ noun chronic ill
bromine



bromism



health caused by excessive use of bromides
bromocriptine /brəυməυ krpti n/ noun a
drug which functions like dopamine, used to
treat excessive lactation, breast pain, some
forms of infertility, growth disorder and Parkinson’s disease
bronch- /brɒŋk/, bronchi- /brɒŋki/ prefix
same as broncho- (used before vowels)
bronchi / brɒŋka/ plural of bronchus
bronchial / brɒŋkiəl/ adjective referring to
the bronchi
bronchial asthma /brɒŋkiəl smə/ noun
a type of asthma mainly caused by an allergen
or by exertion
bronchial breath sounds /brɒŋkiəl breθ
saυndz/ plural noun distinctive breath sounds
from the lungs which help diagnosis
bronchial pneumonia /brɒŋkiəl nju
məυniə/ noun same as bronchopneumonia
bronchial tree / brɒŋkiəl tri / noun a system
of tubes (bronchi and bronchioles) which take
the air from the trachea into the lungs
bronchiectasis /brɒŋki ektəss/ noun a
disorder of the bronchi which become wide,
infected and filled with pus (NOTE: Bronchiectabromocriptine





bronch-

bronchi



bronchial



bronchial asthma



bronchial breath sounds



bronchial pneumonia





bronchial tree



bronchiectasis





sis can lead to pneumonia.)
bronchio- /brɒŋkiəυ/ prefix referring to the
bronchio-

bronchioles

bronchiolar /brɒŋki əυlə/ adjective referring to the bronchioles
bronchiole / brɒŋkiəυl/ noun a very small
air tube in the lungs leading from a bronchus
to the alveoli. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
bronchiolitis /brɒŋkiəυ lats/ noun inflammation of the bronchioles, usually in
small children
bronchitic /brɒŋ ktk/ adjective 1. referring
to bronchitis 2. referring to a person who has
bronchitis
bronchitis /brɒŋ kats/ noun inflammation
of the mucous membrane of the bronchi 왍
acute bronchitis an attack of bronchitis
caused by a virus or by exposure to cold and
wet
broncho- /brɒŋkəυ/ prefix referring to the
windpipe
bronchoconstrictor /brɒŋkəυkən strktə/
noun a drug which narrows the bronchi
bronchodilator /brɒŋkəυda letə/ noun a
drug which makes the bronchi wider, used in
the treatment of asthma and allergy (NOTE:
bronchiolar





bronchiole



bronchiolitis





bronchitic



bronchitis



broncho-

bronchoconstrictor







bronchodilator





Bronchodilators usually have names ending in terol; however, the most common bronchodilator is salbutamol.)
‘19 children with mild to moderately severe perennial bronchial asthma were selected. These children
gave a typical history of exercise-induced asthma
and their symptoms were controlled with oral or aerosol bronchodilators’ [Lancet]
bronchogram / brɒŋkəυ&rm/ noun an Xbronchogram



ray picture of the bronchial tubes obtained by
bronchography
bronchography /brɒŋ kɒ&rəfi/ noun an Xray examination of the lungs after an opaque
substance has been put into the bronchi
bronchomediastinal trunk /brɒŋkəυ
mi diəstan(ə)l tr"ŋk/ noun the set of
lymph nodes draining part of the chest
bronchomycosis /brɒŋkəυma kəυss/
noun an infection of the bronchi by a fungus
bronchophony /brɒŋ kɒfəni/ noun vibrations of the voice heard over the lungs, indicating solidification in the lungs
bronchopleural /brɒŋkəυ plυərəl/ adjective referring to a bronchus and the pleura
bronchopneumonia
/ brɒŋkəυnju
məυniə/ noun an infectious inflammation of
the bronchioles, which may lead to general infection of the lungs
bronchopulmonary /brɒŋkəυ p"lmən(ə)ri/
adjective referring to the bronchi and the lungs
bronchorrhoea /brɒŋkəυ ri ə/ noun the secretion of mucus by the bronchi
bronchoscope / brɒŋkəυskəυp/ noun an
instrument which is passed down the trachea
into the lungs, which a doctor can use to inspect the inside passages of the lungs
bronchography



bronchomediastinal trunk







bronchomycosis







bronchophony



bronchopleural





bronchopneumonia





bronchopulmonary





bronchorrhoea





bronchoscope
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bronchoscopy /brɒŋ kɒskəpi/ noun an examination of a person’s bronchi using a bronchoscope
bronchospasm / brɒŋkəυspz(ə)m/ noun
a tightening of the bronchial muscles which
causes the tubes to contract, as in asthma
bronchospirometer
/brɒŋkəυspa
rɒmtə/ noun an instrument for measuring the
volume of the lungs
bronchospirometry /brɒŋkəυspa rɒmtri/
noun a procedure for measuring the volume of
the lungs
bronchostenosis
/brɒŋkəυste nəυss/
noun an unusual constriction of the bronchial
tubes
bronchotracheal /brɒŋkəυtrə ki əl/ adjective referring to the bronchi and the trachea
bronchus / brɒŋkəs/ noun one of the two air
passages leading from the trachea into the
lungs, where they split into many bronchioles.
See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement (NOTE:
bronchoscopy



bronchospasm



bronchospirometer







bronchospirometry







bronchostenosis







bronchotracheal





bronchus



The plural is bronchi.)
bronze diabetes /brɒnz daə bi ti z/ noun
same as haemochromatosis
Broviac catheter / brəυvik kθitə/ noun
bronze diabetes





Broviac catheter



a type of thin catheter used to insert into a vein
brow /braυ/ noun 1. same as forehead 2. same
as eyebrow
brown fat /braυn ft/ noun dark-coloured
body fat that can easily be converted to energy
and helps to control body temperature
Brown-Séquard syndrome /braυn sekɑ
sndrəυm/ noun a condition in which the spinal cord has been partly severed or compressed, with the result that the lower half of
the body is paralysed on one side and loses
feeling in the other side [Described 1851. After
brow

brown fat

Brown-Séquard syndrome



Charles Edouard Brown-Séquard (1817–94),
French physiologist.]
Brucella /bru selə/ noun a type of rodBrucella



shaped bacterium
brucellosis /bru s ləυss/ noun a disease
which can be caught from cattle or goats or
from drinking infected milk, spread by a species of the bacterium Brucella. The symptoms
include tiredness, arthritis, headache, sweating, irritability and swelling of the spleen.
Also called abortus fever, Malta fever, mounbrucellosis





tain fever, undulant fever
Brufen / bru fən/ a trade name for ibuprofen
bruise /bru z/ noun a dark painful area on the
Brufen



bruise

skin, where blood has escaped under the skin
following a blow. 쒁 black eye 쐽 verb to cause
a bruise on part of the body 쑗 She bruised her
knee on the corner of the table. 왍 she bruises
easily even a soft blow will give her a bruise
bruised /bru zd/ adjective painful after a
blow or showing the marks of a bruise 쑗 a
badly bruised leg
bruising / bru zŋ/ noun an area of bruises 쑗
The baby has bruising on the back and legs.
bruised

bruising



bug
bruit /bru t/ noun an unusual noise heard
through a stethoscope
Brunner’s glands / brυnəz &lndz/ plural
noun glands in the duodenum and jejunum
bruit

Brunner’s glands



[Described 1687. After Johann Konrad Brunner
(1653–1727), Swiss anatomist at Heidelberg,
then at Strasbourg.]
bruxism / br"ksz(ə)m/ noun the action of
bruxism



grinding the teeth, as a habit
BSE abbr bovine spongiform encephalopathy
bubo / bju bəυ/ noun a swelling of a lymph
node in the groin or armpit
bubonic plague /bju bɒnk ple&/ noun a
usually fatal infectious disease caused by Yersinia pestis in the lymph system, transmitted to
humans by fleas from rats
BSE

bubo



bubonic plague



COMMENT: Bubonic plague was the Black
Death of the Middle Ages. Its symptoms are
fever, delirium, vomiting and swelling of the
lymph nodes.
buccal / b"k(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
buccal



cheek or mouth
buccal cavity / b"k(ə)l kvti/ noun the
mouth
buccal fat / b"k(ə)l ft/ noun a pad of fat
separating the buccinator muscle from the
masseter
buccal smear / b"k(ə)l smə/ noun a gentle
scraping of the inside of the cheek with a spatula to obtain cells for testing
buccinator / b"ksnetə/ noun a cheek muscle which helps the jaw to move when chewing
Budd–Chiari syndrome /b"d k eəri
sndrəυm/ noun a disease of the liver, where
thrombosis has occurred in the hepatic veins
buccal cavity



buccal fat



buccal smear



buccinator



Budd–Chiari syndrome





[Described 1845. After George Budd (1808–82),
Professor of Medicine at King’s College Hospital, London; Hans von Chiari (1851–1916), Viennese pathologist who was Professor of Pathological Anatomy at Strasbourg and later at
Prague.]
budesonide /bju desənad/ noun a cortibudesonide



costeroid drug taken by inhalation or in tablets,
used in the treatment of hay fever and nasal
polyps
Buerger’s disease / b! &əz dzi z/ noun
same as thromboangiitis obliterans [DeBuerger’s disease





scribed 1908. After Leo Buerger (1879–1943),
New York physician of Viennese origin.]
buffer / b"fə/ noun 1. a substance that keeps a
constant balance between acid and alkali 2. a
buffer



solution where the pH is not changed by adding acid or alkali 쐽 verb to prevent a solution
from becoming acid
buffer action / b"fə kʃən/ noun the balancing process between acid and alkali
buffered / b"fəd/ adjective prevented from
becoming acid 쑗 buffered aspirin
bug /b"&/ noun an infectious disease
(informal ) 쑗 He caught a bug on holiday. 쑗
Half the staff have got a stomach bug.
buffer action



buffered



bug
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build /bld/ noun the general size and shape of
a person’s body 쑗 He has a heavy build for his
height. 쑗 The girl is of slight build.
build up /bld "p/ verb to form gradually by
being added to, or to form something in this
way (NOTE: building – built)
build-up / bld "p/ noun a gradual process of
being added to 쑗 a build-up of fatty deposits
on the walls of the arteries
built /blt/ adjective referring to the general
size of a person’s body 쑗 a heavily built man
쑗 She’s slightly built.
bulb /b"lb/ noun a round part at the end of an
organ or bone 왍 bulb of the penis the round
end of the penis. Also called glans penis
bulbar / b"lbə/ adjective 1. referring to a bulb
2. referring to the medulla oblongata
bulbar paralysis /b"lbə pə rləss/, bulbar palsy /b"lbə pɔ lzi/ noun a form of motor neurone disease which affects the muscles
of the mouth, jaw and throat
bulbar poliomyelitis /b"lbə pəυliəυmaə
lats/ noun a type of polio affecting the brain
stem, which makes it difficult for a person to
swallow or breathe
bulbospongiosus
muscle
/b"lbəυ
sp"ndi əυsəs m"səl/ noun a muscle in the
perineum behind the penis
bulbourethral gland /b"lbəυjυ ri θrəl
&lnd/ noun one of two glands at the base of
the penis which secrete into the urethra. 쏡
build

build up



build-up



built

bulb

bulbar



bulbar paralysis







bulbar poliomyelitis







bulbospongiosus muscle







bulbourethral gland





gland

bundle / b"nd(ə)l/ noun a group of nerves
running in the same direction
bundle branch block / b"nd(ə)l brɑ ntʃ
blɒk/ noun an unusual condition of the heart’s
conduction tissue
bundle of His /b"nd(ə)l əv hs/ noun same
as atrioventricular bundle [Described 1893. Afbundle



bundle branch block



bundle of His



ter Ludwig His (1863–1934), Professor of Anatomy successively at Leipzig, Basle, Göttingen
and Berlin.]
bunion / b"njən/ noun an inflammation and
bunion



swelling of the big toe, caused by tight shoes
which force the toe sideways so that a callus
develops over the joint between the toe and the
metatarsal
buphthalmos /b"f θlməs/ noun a type of
congenital glaucoma occurring in infants
bupivacaine /bju pvəken/ noun a powerful local anaesthetic, used in epidural anaesthesia
buprenorphine /bju prenəfi n/ noun an
opiate drug used in the relief of moderate to severe pain, and as an opioid substitute in treating drug addiction
Burkitt’s tumour /b! kts tju mə/,
Burkitt’s lymphoma /b! kts lm fəυmə/
noun a malignant tumour, usually on the maxilla, found especially in children in Africa [Debuphthalmos



bupivacaine



buprenorphine



Burkitt’s tumour







scribed 1957. After Denis Parsons Burkitt
(1911–93), formerly Senior Surgeon, Kampala,
Uganda; later a member of the Medical Research Council (UK).]
burn /b! n/ noun an injury to skin and tissue
burn

bulge /b"ld/ verb to push out 쑗 The wall of
the abdomen becomes weak and part of the intestine bulges through.
bulging / b"ldŋ/ adjective sticking out 쑗
bulging eyes
bulimia /bu lmiə/, bulimia nervosa /bu
lmiə nə vəυsə/ noun a psychological condition in which a person eats too much and is incapable of controlling his or her eating. The
eating is followed by behaviour designed to
prevent weight gain, e.g. vomiting, use of laxatives or excessive exercise.
bulimic /bu lmk/ adjective 1. referring to
bulimia 2. having bulimia 쐽 noun someone
who has bulimia
bulla / bυlə/ noun a large blister (NOTE: The
bulge

bulging



bulimia







bulimic



bulla



plural is bullae.)
bumetanide /bju metənad/ noun a drug
bumetanide



which helps a patient to produce urine, used in
the treatment of swelling caused by fluid accumulating in the tissues
bump /b"mp/ noun a slightly swollen part on
the skin, caused by something such as a blow
or sting
bumper fracture / b"mpə frktʃə/ noun a
fracture in the upper part of the tibia (NOTE: It
bump

bumper fracture



has this name because it can be caused by a
blow from the bumper of a car.)

caused by light, heat, radiation, electricity or
chemicals 쐽 verb to harm or destroy something by fire 쑗 She burnt her hand on the hot
frying pan. 쑗 Most of his hair or his skin was
burnt off. (NOTE: burning – burnt or burned)

COMMENT: The modern classification of burns
is into two categories: deep and superficial.
Burns were formerly classified as first, second
or third degree and are still sometimes referred to in this way.
burning / b! nŋ/ adjective referring to a feeling similar to that of being hurt by fire 쑗 She
burning



had a burning pain or in her chest.
burnout / b! naυt/ noun a feeling of depression, fatigue and lack of energy caused by
stress and being overworked 쑗 He suffered a
burnout and had to go on leave.
burns unit / b! nz ju nt/ noun a special department in a hospital which deals with burns
burp /b! p/ (informal ) noun an act of allowing
air in the stomach to come up through the
mouth 쐽 verb to allow air in the stomach to
come up through the mouth 왍 to burp a baby
to pat a baby on the back until it burps
burr /b! / noun a bit used with a drill to make
holes in a bone such as the cranium or in a
tooth
bursa / b! sə/ noun a sac containing fluid,
forming part of the usual structure of a joint
burnout



burns unit



burp

burr

bursa
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such as the knee and elbow, where it protects
against frequent pressure and rubbing (NOTE:
The plural is bursae.)
bursitis /b! sats/ noun the inflammation
bursitis



of a bursa, especially in the shoulder
Buscopan / b"skəpn/ a trade name for a
form of hyoscine
butobarbitone /bju təυ bɑ btəυn/ noun a
barbiturate drug used as a sedative and hypnotic
buttock / b"tək/ noun one of the two fleshy
parts below the back, on which a person sits,
Buscopan



butobarbitone



buttock





byssinosis
made up mainly of the gluteal muscles. Also
called nates
buttonhole surgery / b"t(ə)nhəυl s! dəri/
noun a surgical operation through a small hole
in the body, using an endoscope
bypass / bapɑ s/ noun 1. a surgical operation to redirect the blood, usually using a grafted blood vessel and usually performed when
one of the person’s own blood vessels is
blocked 2. a new route for the blood created by
a bypass operation
byssinosis /bs nəυss/ noun a lung disease which is a form of pneumoconiosis
caused by inhaling cotton dust
buttonhole surgery



bypass



byssinosis
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c

c symbol centiC symbol Celsius
CABG abbr coronary artery bypass graft
cachet / kʃe/ noun a quantity of a drug
wrapped in paper, to be swallowed
cachexia /k keksiə/ noun a state of ill
health characterised by wasting and general
weakness
cadaver /kə dvə/ noun a dead body, especially one used for dissection
cadaveric /kə dvərk/, cadaverous /kə
dv(ə)rəs/ adjective referring to a person
who is thin or wasting away
caeca / si kə/ plural of caecum
caecal / si k(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
caecum
caecosigmoidostomy
/si kəυs&mɔ
dɒstəmi/ noun an operation to open up a connection between the caecum and the sigmoid
colon
caecostomy /si kɒstəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make an opening between the caecum and the abdominal wall to allow faeces to
be passed without going through the rectum
and anus
caecum / si kəm/ noun the wider part of the
large intestine in the lower right-hand side of
the abdomen at the point where the small intestine joins it and which has the appendix attached to it. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement. Also called cecum (NOTE:
C

CABG

cachet



cachexia



cadaver



cadaveric





caeca



caecal



caecosigmoidostomy







caecostomy



caecum



The plural is caeca.)
caesarean /s zeəriən/, caesarean section
/s zeəriən sekʃən/ noun a surgical operation
caesarean





to deliver a baby by cutting through the abdominal wall into the uterus. Compare vaginal

delivery (NOTE: The US spelling is cesarean.)
COMMENT: A caesarean section is performed
only when it appears that natural childbirth is
impossible or might endanger mother or child,
and only after the 28th week of gestation.
caesium / si ziəm/ noun a radioactive element, used in treatment by radiation (NOTE:
The chemical symbol is Cs.)
caesium-137 /si ziəm w"n θri sev(ə)n/
noun a radioactive substance used in radiology
caesium



caesium-137



café au lait spots /kfe əυ le spɒts/ plural noun brown spots on the skin, which are an
café au lait spots



indication of von Recklinghausen’s disease
caffeine / kfi n/ noun an alkaloid found in
coffee, tea and chocolate, which acts as a stimulant
caffeine



COMMENT: Apart from acting as a stimulant,
caffeine also helps in the production of urine.
It can be addictive, and exists in both tea and
coffee in about the same percentages as well
as in chocolate and other drinks.
caisson disease / kes(ə)n d zi z/ noun a
caisson disease





condition in which a person experiences pains
in the joints and stomach, and dizziness caused
by nitrogen in the blood. Also called the

bends, compressed air sickness, decompression sickness
COMMENT: The disease occurs in a person
who has moved rapidly from high atmospheric
pressure to a lower pressure area, such as a
diver who has come back to the surface too
quickly after a deep dive. The first symptoms,
pains in the joints, are known as ‘the bends’.
The disease can be fatal.
calamine / kləman/, calamine lotion /
kləman ləυʃ(ə)n/ noun a lotion, based on
calamine





zinc oxide, which helps relieve skin irritation,
caused e.g. by sunburn or chickenpox
calc- /klk/ prefix same as calci- (used before
calc-

vowels)

calcaemia /kl si miə/ noun a condition in
which the blood contains an unusually large
amount of calcium
calcaneal /kl keniəl/ adjective referring to
the calcaneus
calcaneal tendon /klkeniəl tendən/
noun the Achilles tendon, the tendon at the
back of the ankle which connects the calf muscles to the heel and which acts to pull up the
heel when the calf muscle is contracted
calcaneus /kl keniəs/, calcaneum /kl
keniəm/ noun the heel bone, situated underneath the talus. See illustration at FOOT in Supplement
calcareous degeneration /klkeəriəs d
denə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the formation of calcium on bones or at joints in old age
calci- /kls/ prefix referring to calcium
calcaemia



calcaneal



calcaneal tendon



calcaneus





calcareous degeneration





calci-
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calcification /klsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun a
process of hardening caused by the formation
of deposits of calcium salts
calcification



calf

COMMENT: Calcification can be expected in the

formation of bones, but can occur unusually in
joints, muscles and organs, where it is known
as calcinosis.
calcified / klsfad/ adjective made hard 쑗
calcified



Bone is calcified connective tissue.
calcinosis /kls nəυss/ noun a medical
condition where deposits of calcium salts form
in joints, muscles and organs
calcitonin /kls təυnn/ noun a hormone
produced by the thyroid gland, which is believed to regulate the level of calcium in the
blood. Also called thyrocalcitonin
calcium / klsiəm/ noun a metallic chemical
element which is a major component of bones
and teeth and which is essential for various
bodily processes such as blood clotting (NOTE:
calcinosis





calcitonin





calcium



The chemical symbol is Ca.)
COMMENT: Calcium is an important element in
a balanced diet. Milk, cheese, eggs and certain vegetables are its main sources. Calcium
deficiency can be treated by injections of calcium salts.
calcium
antagonist / klsiəm n
t&ənst/ noun a drug which makes the artercalcium antagonist





ies wider and slows the heart rate. It is used in
the treatment of angina.
calcium channel blocker / klsiəm
tʃn(ə)l blɒkə/, calcium blocker / klsiəm
blɒkə/ noun a drug which affects the smooth
muscle of the cardiovascular system, used in
the treatment of angina and hypertension
calcium channel blocker





(NOTE: Calcium channel blockers have names
ending in -dipine: nifedipine. Not to be used in
heart failure as they reduce cardiac function further.)
calcium deficiency / klsiəm dfʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a lack of calcium in the bloodstream
calcium phosphate /klsiəm fɒsfet/
noun the main constituent of bones
calcium supplement / klsiəm s"plmənt/
noun the addition of calcium to the diet, or as
calcium deficiency





calcium phosphate



calcium supplement



injections, to improve the level of calcium in
the bloodstream
calculosis /klkjυ ləυss/ noun a condition
in which calculi exist in an organ
calculus / klkjυləs/ noun a hard mass like
a little piece of stone, which forms inside the
body. Also called stone (NOTE: The plural is
calculosis



caloric requirement
physician; Henri Luc (1855–1925), French laryngologist.]
calf /kɑ f/ noun a muscular fleshy part at the





calculus



calculi.)

back of the lower leg, formed by the gastrocnemius muscles (NOTE: The plural is calves.)
caliber / klbə/ noun US same as calibre
calibrate / klbret/ verb 1. to measure the
inside diameter of a tube or passage 2. to measure the sizes of two parts of the body to be
joined together in surgery 3. to adjust an instrument or piece of equipment against a
known standard
calibrator / klbretə/ noun 1. an instrument used to enlarge a tube or passage 2. an instrument for measuring the diameter of a tube
or passage
calibre / klbə/ noun the interior diameter
of a tube or of a blood vessel
caliectasis /keli ektəss/ noun swelling of
the calyces
caliper / klpə/ noun 1. an instrument with
two legs, used for measuring the width of the
pelvic cavity 2. an instrument with two sharp
points which are put into a fractured bone and
weights attached to cause traction 3. a leg
splint made of rods and straps and usually fastened to the lower leg to enable the hip bone
rather than the foot to support the person’s
weight when walking
calliper / klpə/ noun same as caliper 3
callisthenic /kls θenk/ adjective relating
to callisthenics
callisthenics /kls θenks/ plural noun energetic physical exercises for improving fitness and muscle tone, including push-ups, situps and star jumps
callosity /kə lɒsti/ noun a hard patch on the
skin, e.g. a corn, resulting from frequent pressure or rubbing. Also called callus
callosum /kə ləυs(ə)m/ 쏡 corpus callosum
callus / kləs/ noun 1. same as callosity 2.
tissue which forms round a broken bone as it
starts to mend, leading to consolidation 쑗 Callus formation is more rapid in children and
young adults than in elderly people.
calm /kɑ m/ adjective quiet, not upset 쑗 The
patient was delirious but became calm after
the injection.
calomel / kləmel/ noun mercurous chloride, a poisonous substance used to treat pinworms in the intestine. Formula: Hg2Cl2.
calor / klə/ noun heat
caloric /kə lɒrk/ adjective referring to calories or to heat
caloric energy /kəlɒrk enədi/ noun the
amount of energy shown as a number of calories
caloric
requirement
/kəlɒrk
r
kwaəmənt/ noun the amount of energy
shown in calories which a person needs each
day
caliber



calibrate



calibrator



calibre



caliectasis





caliper



calliper



callisthenic





callisthenics





callosity



callosum



callus



calm

calomel



calor



COMMENT:

Calculi are formed of cholesterol
and various inorganic substances, and are
commonly found in the bladder, the gall bladder (gallstones) and various parts of the kidney.
Caldwell–Luc operation /kɔ ldwel lu k
ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to
Caldwell–Luc operation





drain the maxillary sinus by making an incision above the canine tooth [Described 1893.

After George Walter Caldwell (1834–1918), US

caloric



caloric energy



caloric requirement
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calorie / kləri/ noun 1. a unit of measurement of heat or energy, equivalent to the
amount of heat needed to raise the temperature
of 1g of water by 1°C. Now called joule 2. also
Calorie a unit of measurement of energy in
food (informal ) 쑗 a low-calorie diet Now
called joule 왍 to count calories to be careful
about how much you eat
calvaria /kl veəriə/, calvarium /kl
veəriəm/ noun the top part of the skull
calyx / kelks/ noun a part of the body
shaped like a cup especially the tube leading to
a renal pyramid. See illustration at KIDNEY in
Supplement (NOTE: The plural is calyces.)
calorie



calvaria





calyx



COMMENT:

The renal pelvis is formed of three
major calyces, which themselves are formed
of several smaller minor calyces.
CAM

CAM abbr complementary and alternative
medicine
camphor / kmfə/ noun white crystals with
a strong smell, made from a tropical tree, used
to keep insects away or as a liniment
camphor oil / kmfə ɔl/, camphorated oil
/ kmfəretd ɔl/ noun a mixture of 20%
camphor and oil, used as a rub
Campylobacter / kmpləυbktə/ noun a
bacterium which is a common cause of food
poisoning in humans and of spontaneous abortion in farm animals
canal /kə nl/ noun a tube along which
something flows
canaliculitis /knəlkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the tear duct canal
canaliculotomy /knəlkjυ lɒtəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to open up a little canal
canaliculus /knə lkjυləs/ noun a little
canal, e.g. a canal leading to the Haversian systems in compact bone, or a canal leading to the
lacrimal duct (NOTE: The plural is canaliculi.)
cancellous bone / knsələs bəυn/ noun a
light spongy bone tissue which forms the inner
core of a bone and also the ends of long bones.
See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement
cancer / knsə/ noun a malignant growth or
tumour which develops in tissue and destroys
it, which can spread by metastasis to other
parts of the body and which cannot be controlled by the body itself 쑗 Cancer cells developed in the lymph. 쑗 She has been diagnosed
as having lung cancer or as having cancer of
the lung. (NOTE: For other terms referring to cancamphor



camphor oil





Campylobacter





canal



canaliculitis





canaliculotomy





canaliculus





cancellous bone



cancer



cer, see words beginning with carcin-.)
COMMENT: Cancers can be divided into cancers of the skin (carcinomas) or cancers of
connective tissue such as bone or muscle
(sarcomas). They have many causes. Many
are curable by surgery, by chemotherapy or
by radiation, especially if they are detected
early.
cancerophobia /knsərəυ fəυbiə/ noun a
cancerophobia



fear of cancer



cancerous / knsərəs/ adjective referring to
cancer 쑗 The X-ray revealed a cancerous
growth in the breast.
cancer phobia / knsə fəυbiə/ noun same
as cancerophobia
cancrum oris /kŋkrəm ɔ rs/ noun severe ulcers in the mouth, leading to gangrene.
Also called noma
Candida / knddə/ noun a type of fungus
which causes mycosis. Also called Monilia
cancerous



cancer phobia



cancrum oris



Candida



‘It is incorrect to say that oral candida is an infection.
Candida is easily isolated from the mouths of up to
50% of healthy adults and is a normal commensal.’
[Nursing Times]
Candida albicans /knddə lbknz/
Candida albicans



noun one type of Candida which is usually

present in the mouth and throat without causing any illness, but which can cause thrush
candidate / knddet/ noun someone who
could have an operation 쑗 These types of patients may be candidates for embolisation.
candidate vaccine / knddet vksi n/
noun a vaccine which is being tested for use in
immunisation
candidiasis /knd daəss/, candidosis /
knd dəυss/ noun infection with a species
of the fungus Candida
candidate



candidate vaccine



candidiasis









COMMENT: When the infection occurs in the
vagina or mouth it is known as ‘thrush’.
Thrush in the mouth usually affects small children.
canicola fever /kə nkələ fi və/ noun a
canicola fever



form of leptospirosis, giving high fever and
jaundice
canine / kenan/, canine tooth / kenan
tu θ/ noun a pointed tooth next to an incisor.
See illustration at TEETH in Supplement
canine





COMMENT: There are four canines in all, two in
the upper jaw and two in the lower. Those in
the upper jaw are referred to as the ‘eyeteeth’.
canities /kə nʃii z/ noun a loss of pigments,
canities



which makes the hair turn white
canker sore / kŋkə sɔ / noun same as
canker sore



mouth ulcer
cannabis / knəbs/ noun a drug made from
cannabis



the dried leaves or flowers of the Indian hemp
plant. Recreational use of cannabis is illegal
and its use to relieve the pain associated with
conditions such as multiple sclerosis is controversial. Also called hashish, marijuana
COMMENT: Cannabis has analgesic properties,
and the possibility that it should be legalised
for therapeutic use in conditions of chronic
pain is being debated.
cannabis resin /knəbs rezn/ noun an
cannabis resin



addictive drug, a purified extract made from
the flowers of the Indian hemp plant
cannula / knjυlə/ noun a tube with a trocar
or blunt needle inside, inserted into the body to
introduce fluids
cannulate / knjυlet/ verb to put a cannula
into a vein or cavity to give drugs or to drain
away fluid
cannula



cannulate
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canthal / knθəl/ adjective referring to the
corner of the eye
cantholysis /kn θɒləss/ noun same as
canthal



cantholysis



canthoplasty / knθəplsti/ noun 1. an operation to repair the canthus of the eye 2. an
operation to cut through the canthus to enlarge
the groove in the eyelid
canthus / knθəs/ noun a corner of the eye
canula noun another spelling of cannula
canulate verb another spelling of cannulate
cap /kp/ noun 1. a covering which protects
something 2. an artificial hard covering for a
damaged or broken tooth
CAPD abbr continuous ambulatory peritoneal
dialysis
capeline bandage / kpəlan bndd/
noun a bandage shaped like a cap, either for the
head, or to cover a stump after amputation
capillary /kə pləri/ noun 1. a tiny blood vessel between the arterioles and the venules,
which carries blood and nutrients into the tissues 2. any tiny tube carrying a liquid in the
body
capillary bleeding /kəpləri bli dŋ/ noun
bleeding where blood oozes out from small
blood vessels
capita / kptə/ plural of caput
capitate / kptet/, capitate bone /
kptet bəυn/ noun the largest of the eight
small carpal bones in the wrist. See illustration
at HAND in Supplement
capitellum /kp teləm/ noun a rounded
enlarged part at the end of a bone, especially
this part of the upper arm bone, the humerus,
that forms the elbow joint with one of the lower bones, the radius. Also called capitulum of
canthoplasty



canthus



canula

canulate

cap

CAPD

capeline bandage



capillary



capillary bleeding



capita



capitate



capitellum





humerus (NOTE: The plural is capitella.)
capitis /kə pats/ 쏡 corona capitis
capitular /kə ptjυlə/ adjective describing
capitis



capitular



the rounded end (capitulum) of a bone
capitulum /kə ptjυləm/ noun the rounded
end of a bone which articulates with another
bone, e.g. the distal end of the humerus (NOTE:
capitulum



The plural is capitula.)

capitulum of humerus /kəptjυləm əv
hju mərəs/ noun same as capitellum
caplet / kplət/ noun a small oblong tablet
with a covering that dissolves easily and which
usually cannot be broken in two
caps. abbr capsule
capsular / kpsjυlə/ adjective referring to a
capsule
capsule / kpsju l/ noun 1. a membrane
round an organ or joint 2. a small hollow digestible case filled with a drug that is taken by
swallowing 쑗 She swallowed three capsules of
painkiller. 쑗 The doctor prescribed the drug in
capsule form.
capsulectomy /kpsjυ lektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of the capsule round a joint
capitulum of humerus



caplet



caps.

capsular



capsule



capsulectomy







capsulotomy



canthoplasty



carbon monoxide
capsulitis /kpsjυ lats/ noun inflammation of a capsule
capsulotomy /kpsjυ lɒtəmi/ noun a surgical procedure involving cutting into the capsule around a body part, e.g. cutting into the
lens of the eye during the removal of a cataract
captopril / kptəprl/ noun a drug which
helps to prevent the arteries from being made
narrower by an angiotensin. It is used to control high blood pressure.
caput / kpət/ noun 1. the head 2. the top of
part of something (NOTE: [all senses] The plural
capsulitis





captopril



caput



is capita.)

carbamazepine /kɑ bə mzəpi n/ noun a
drug which reduces pain and helps to prevent
convulsions. It is used in the treatment of epilepsy, pain and bipolar disorder.
carbenoxolone /kɑ bə nɒksələυn/ noun a
liquorice agent, used to treat stomach ulcers
carbidopa /kɑ b dəυpə/ noun an inhibitor
used to enable levodopa to enter the brain in
larger quantities in the treatment of Parkinson’s disease
carbimazole /kɑ bməzəυl/ noun a drug
which helps to prevent the formation of thyroid hormones, used in the management of
hyperthyroidism
carbohydrate /kɑ bəυ hadret/ noun 1. a
biological compound containing carbon, hydrogen and oxygen. Carbohydrates derive
from sugar and are an important source of food
and energy. 2. food containing carbohydrates
쑗 high carbohydrate drinks
carbolic acid /kɑ bɒlk sd/ noun same
as phenol
carbon / kɑ bən/ noun one of the common
non-metallic elements, an essential component of living matter and organic chemical
compounds (NOTE: The chemical symbol is C.)
carbon dioxide /kɑ bən da ɒksad/ noun
a colourless gas produced by the body’s metabolism as the tissues burn carbon, and
breathed out by the lungs as waste (NOTE: The
carbamazepine





carbenoxolone





carbidopa





carbimazole



carbohydrate





carbolic acid



carbon



carbon dioxide





chemical symbol is CO2.)
COMMENT: Carbon dioxide can be solidified at
low temperatures and is known as ‘dry ice’ or
‘carbon dioxide snow’, being used to remove
growths on the skin.
carbon dioxide snow /kɑ bən daɒksad
snəυ/ noun solid carbon dioxide, used in
carbon dioxide snow





treating skin growths such as warts, or to preserve tissue samples
carbonic anhydrase /kɑ bɒnk n had
rez/ noun an enzyme which acts as a buffer
and regulates the body’s water balance, including gastric acid secretion and aqueous humour
production
carbon monoxide /kɑ bən mə nɒksad/
noun a poisonous gas found in fumes from car
engines, from burning gas and cigarette smoke
carbonic anhydrase





carbon monoxide



(NOTE: The chemical symbol is CO.)
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cardi- /kɑ di/ prefix same as cardio- (used before vowels)
cardia / kɑ diə/ noun 1. an opening at the top
of the stomach which joins it to the gullet 2. the

COMMENT: Carbon monoxide is dangerous be-

cardi-



cause it is easily absorbed into the blood and
takes the place of the oxygen in the blood,
combining with haemoglobin to form carboxyhaemoglobin, which has the effect of starving
the tissues of oxygen. Carbon monoxide has
no smell and people do not realise that they
are being poisoned by it. They become unconscious, with a characteristic red colouring
to the skin. Poisoning with car exhaust fumes
is sometimes used as a method of suicide.
The treatment for carbon monoxide poisoning
is very rapid inhalation of fresh air together
with carbon dioxide if this can be provided.
carbon monoxide poisoning /kɑ bən
mə nɒksad pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning

cardia



cardiac



cardiac achalasia



carbon monoxide poisoning





caused by breathing carbon monoxide
carboxyhaemoglobin
/kɑ bɒksihi mə
&ləυbn/ noun a compound of carbon monoxide and haemoglobin formed when a person
breathes in carbon monoxide from tobacco
smoke or car exhaust fumes
carboxyhaemoglobinaemia /kɑ bɒksi
hi mə&ləυb ni miə/ noun the presence of
carboxyhaemoglobin in the blood
carbuncle / kɑ b"ŋkəl/ noun a localised staphylococcal infection, which goes deep into
the tissue
carcin- /kɑ sn/ prefix same as carcino- (used
carboxyhaemoglobin





carboxyhaemoglobinaemia









carbuncle



carcin-

before vowels)

carcino- /kɑ snə/ prefix referring to carcinoma or cancer
carcinogen /kɑ snədən/ noun a substance which produces a carcinoma or cancer
carcino-

carcinogen



COMMENT:

Carcinogens are found in pesticides such as DDT, in asbestos, tobacco, aromatic compounds such as benzene and radioactive substances.
carcinogenesis /kɑ snə denəss/ noun
carcinogenesis





the process of forming a carcinoma in tissue
carcinogenic /kɑ snə denk/ adjective
causing a carcinoma or cancer
carcinoid / kɑ snɔd/ noun an intestinal tumour, especially in the appendix, which causes
diarrhoea
carcinoid syndrome / kɑ snɔd sndrəυm/
noun a group of symptoms which are associated with a carcinoid tumour
carcinoid tumour / kɑ snɔd tju mə/
same as carcinoid
carcinoma /kɑ s nəυmə/ noun a cancer of
the epithelium or glands
carcinoma in situ /kɑ s nəυmə n stju/
noun the first stage in the development of a
cancer, where the epithelial cells begin to
change
carcinomatosis
/ kɑ snəυmə təυss/
noun a carcinoma which has spread to many
sites in the body
carcinomatous /kɑ s nɒmətəs/ adjective
referring to carcinoma
carcinosarcoma
/kɑ snəυsɑ kəυmə/
noun a malignant tumour containing elements
of both a carcinoma and a sarcoma
carcinogenic





carcinoid



carcinoid syndrome



carcinoid tumour



carcinoma





carcinoma in situ



carcinomatosis





carcinomatous





carcinosarcoma







cardiac arrest





heart
cardiac / kɑ dik/ adjective 1. referring to
the heart 2. referring to the cardia
cardiac achalasia /kɑ dik kə leziə/
noun a condition in which the patient is unable
to relax the cardia, the muscle at the entrance
to the stomach, with the result that food cannot
enter the stomach. 쒁 cardiomyotomy
cardiac arrest /kɑ dik ə rest/ noun a condition in which the heart muscle stops beating
cardiac asthma /kɑ dik smə/ noun difficulty in breathing caused by heart failure
cardiac catheter /kɑ dik kθtə/ noun a
catheter passed through a vein into the heart, to
take blood samples, to record pressure or to
examine the interior of the heart before surgery
cardiac
catheterisation
/kɑ dik
kθtəra zeʃ(ə)n/ noun a procedure which
involves passing a catheter into the heart
cardiac cirrhosis /kɑ dik s rəυss/
noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by heart disease
cardiac compression /kɑ dik kəm
preʃ(ə)n/ noun the compression of the heart
by fluid in the pericardium
cardiac conducting system /kɑ dik
kən d"ktŋ sstəm/ noun the nerve system in
the heart which links an atrium to a ventricle,
so that the two beat at the same rate
cardiac cycle /kɑ dik sak(ə)l/ noun the
repeated beating of the heart, formed of the diastole and systole
cardiac
decompression
/kɑ dik
di kəm preʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of a haematoma or constriction of the heart
cardiac failure /kɑ dik feljə/ noun same
as heart failure
cardiac glycoside /kɑ dik &lakəsad/
noun a drug used in the treatment of tachycardia and atrial fibrillation, e.g. digoxin
cardiac
impression /kɑ dik m
preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a concave area near the centre of the upper surface of the liver under the
heart 2. a depression on the mediastinal part of
the lungs where they touch the pericardium
cardiac index /kɑ dik ndeks/ noun the
cardiac output per square metre of body surface, usually between 3.1 and 3.8l/min/m2 (litres per minute per square metre)
cardiac infarction /kɑ dik n fɑ kʃən/
noun same as myocardial infarction
cardiac monitor /kɑ dik mɒntə/ noun
same as electrocardiograph
cardiac murmur /kɑ dik m! mə/ noun
same as heart murmur


cardiac asthma



cardiac catheter



cardiac catheterisation





cardiac cirrhosis





cardiac compression





cardiac conducting system





cardiac cycle



cardiac decompression





cardiac failure



cardiac glycoside



cardiac impression



cardiac index



cardiac infarction



cardiac monitor



cardiac murmur
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cardiac muscle / kɑ dik m"s(ə)l/ noun a
muscle in the heart which makes the heart beat
cardiac neurosis /kɑ dik njυ rəυss/
noun same as disordered action of the heart
cardiac notch /kɑ dik nɒtʃ/ noun 1. a
point in the left lung, where the right inside
wall is bent. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement 2. a notch at the point where the
oesophagus joins the greater curvature of the
stomach
cardiac orifice /kɑ dik ɒrfs/ noun an
opening where the oesophagus joins the stomach
cardiac output /kɑ dik aυtpυt/ noun the
volume of blood expelled by each ventricle in
a specific time, usually between 4.8 and
5.3l/min (litres per minute)
cardiac pacemaker /kɑ dik pes*
mekə/ noun an electronic device implanted
on a patient’s heart, or which a patient wears
attached to the chest, which stimulates and
regulates the heartbeat
cardiac patient / kɑ dik peʃ(ə)nt/ noun
a patient who has a heart disorder
cardiac reflex /kɑ dik ri fleks/ noun the
reflex which controls the heartbeat automatically
cardiac surgery /kɑ dik s! dəri/ noun
surgery to the heart
cardiac tamponade /kɑ dik tmpə
ned/ noun pressure on the heart when the
pericardial cavity fills with blood. Also called
cardiac muscle



cardiac neurosis





cardiac notch



cardiac orifice



cardiac output



cardiac pacemaker



cardiac patient



cardiac reflex



cardiac surgery



cardiac tamponade





heart tamponade
cardiac vein / kɑ dik ven/ noun one of
cardiac vein



the veins which lead from the myocardium to
the right atrium
cardinal / kɑ dn(ə)l/ adjective most important
cardinal
ligaments
/kɑ dn(ə)l
l&əmənts/ plural noun ligaments forming a
band of connective tissue that extends from the
uterine cervix and vagina to the pelvic walls.
Also called Mackenrodt’s ligaments
cardio- /kɑ diəυ/ prefix referring to the heart
cardiogenic /kɑ diə denk/ adjective resulting from activity or disease of the heart
cardiogram / kɑ diə&rm/ noun a graph
showing the heartbeat, produced by a cardiograph
cardiograph / kɑ diə&rɑ f/ noun an instrument which records the heartbeat
cardiographer /kɑ di ɒ&rəfə/ noun a technician who operates a cardiograph
cardiography /kɑ di ɒ&rəfi/ noun the action of recording the heartbeat
cardiologist /kɑ di ɒlədst/ noun a doctor
who specialises in the study of the heart
cardiology /kɑ di ɒlədi/ noun the study of
the heart, its diseases and functions
cardiomegaly /kɑ diəυ me&əli/ noun an
enlarged heart
cardinal



cardinal ligaments



cardio-

cardiogenic





cardiogram



cardiograph



cardiographer





cardiography





cardiologist





cardiology





cardiomegaly





cardiotoxic
cardiomyopathy /kɑ diəυma ɒpəθi/ noun
a disease of the heart muscle
cardiomyoplasty /kɑ diəυ maəυplsti/
noun an operation to improve the functioning
of the heart, by using the latissimus dorsi as a
stimulant
cardiomyotomy /kɑ diəυma ɒtəmi/ noun
an operation to treat cardiac achalasia by splitting the ring of muscles where the oesophagus
joins the stomach. Also called Heller’s operacardiomyopathy





cardiomyoplasty







cardiomyotomy





tion

cardiopathy /kɑ di ɒpəθi/ noun any kind of
heart disease
cardiophone / kɑ diəfəυn/ noun a microphone attached to a patient to record sounds,
usually used to record the heart of an unborn
baby
cardioplegia /kɑ diəυ pli diə/ noun the
stopping of a patient’s heart, by chilling it or
using drugs, so that heart surgery can be performed
cardiopulmonary /kɑ diəυ p"lmən(ə)ri/
adjective relating to both the heart and the
lungs
cardiopulmonary
bypass /kɑ diəυ
p"lmən(ə)ri bapɑ s/ noun a machine or
method for artificially circulating the patient’s
blood during open-heart surgery. The heart
and lungs are cut off from the circulation and
replaced by a pump.
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation
/
kɑ diəυp"lmən(ə)ri rs"s teʃ(ə)n/ noun
an emergency technique to make a person’s
heart start beating again. It involves clearing
the airways and then alternately pressing on
the chest and breathing into the mouth. Abbr
cardiopathy





cardiophone



cardioplegia





cardiopulmonary





cardiopulmonary bypass





cardiopulmonary resuscitation









CPR

cardiopulmonary
system /kɑ diəυ
p"lmən(ə)ri sstəm/ noun the heart and
lungs considered together as a functional unit
cardiorespiratory /kɑ diəυr sprt(ə)ri/
adjective referring to both the heart and the respiratory system
cardioscope / kɑ diəskəυp/ noun an instrument formed of a tube with a light at the end,
used to inspect the inside of the heart
cardiospasm / kɑ diəυspz(ə)m/ noun
same as cardiac achalasia
cardiothoracic /kɑ diəυθɒ rsk/ adjective referring to the heart and the chest region
쑗 a cardiothoracic surgeon
cardiotocography /kɑ diəυtɒ kɒ&rəfi/
noun the recording of the heartbeat of a fetus
cardiotomy /kɑ di ɒtəmi/ noun an operation that involves cutting the wall of the heart
cardiotomy syndrome /kɑ di ɒtəmi sn
drəυm/ noun fluid in the membranes round the
heart after cardiotomy
cardiotoxic /kɑ diəυ tɒksk/ adjective
which is toxic to the heart
cardiopulmonary system



cardiorespiratory







cardioscope



cardiospasm



cardiothoracic





cardiotocography





cardiotomy





cardiotomy syndrome



cardiotoxic
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cardiovascular /kɑ diəυ vskjυlə/ adjective referring to the heart and the blood circulation system
cardiovascular
disease
/kɑ diəυ
vskjυlə dzi z/ noun any disease which affects the circulatory system, e.g. hypertension
cardiovascular





cardiovascular disease







‘…cardiovascular diseases remain the leading cause
of death in the United States’ [Journal of the
American Medical Association]
cardiovascular
system
/kɑ diəυ
vskjυlə sstəm/ noun the system of organs
cardiovascular system





and blood vessels by means of which the blood
circulates round the body and which includes
the heart, arteries and veins
cardioversion /kɑ diəυ v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
procedure to correct an irregular heartbeat by
applying an electrical impulse to the chest
wall. 쒁 defibrillation
carditis /kɑ dats/ noun inflammation of
the connective tissue of the heart
caregiver / keə &və/ noun same as carer
care pathway / keə pɑ θwe/ noun the entire process of diagnosis, treatment and care
that a patient goes through
care plan / keə pln/ noun a plan drawn up
by the nursing staff for the treatment of an individual patient
cardioversion





carditis



caregiver





care pathway



care plan



‘…all relevant sections of the nurses’ care plan and
nursing process had been left blank’ [Nursing Times]
carer / keərə/, caregiver / keə &və/ noun
carer







someone who looks after a sick or dependent
person
‘…most research has focused on those caring for
older people or for adults with disability and chronic
illness. Most studied are the carers of those who
might otherwise have to stay in hospital for a long
time’ [British Medical Journal]
caries / keərz/ noun decay in a tooth or bone
carina /kə ri nə/ noun a structure shaped like
caries



carina



the bottom of a boat, e.g. the cartilage at the
point where the trachea branches into the bronchi
cariogenic /keəriəυ denk/ adjective referring to a substance which causes caries
carminative / kɑ mnətv/ noun a substance
which relieves colic or indigestion 쐽 adjective
relieving colic or indigestion
carneous mole /kɑ niəs məυl/ noun matter in the uterus after the death of a fetus
carotenaemia /krət ni miə/ noun an excessive amount of carotene in the blood, usually as a result of eating too many carrots or tomatoes, which gives the skin a yellow colour.
Also called xanthaemia
carotene / krəti n/ noun an orange or red
pigment in carrots, egg yolk and some oils,
which is converted by the liver into vitamin A
carotid /kə rɒtd/, carotid artery /kərɒtd
ɑ təri/ noun either of the two large arteries in
the neck which supply blood to the head
cariogenic





carminative



carneous mole



carotenaemia





carotene



carotid





COMMENT: The common carotid artery is in the
lower part of the neck and branches upwards
into the external and internal carotids. The ca-

rotid body is situated at the point where the
carotid divides.
carotid artery thrombosis /kərɒtd
ɑ təri θrɒm bəυss/ noun the formation of a
carotid artery thrombosis





blood clot in the carotid artery
carotid body /krɒtd bɒdi/ noun tissue in
the carotid sinus which is concerned with cardiovascular reflexes
carotid pulse /kərɒtd p"ls/ noun a pulse
felt in the carotid artery at the side of the neck
carotid sinus /krɒtd sanəs/ noun an
expanded part attached to the carotid artery,
which monitors blood pressure in the skull
carp- /kɑ p/ prefix same as carpo- (used becarotid body



carotid pulse



carotid sinus



carp-

fore vowels)
carpal / kɑ p(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
carpal



wrist
carpal bones / kɑ p(ə)l bəυnz/, carpals /
kɑ p(ə)lz/ plural noun the eight bones which
make up the carpus or wrist. See illustration at
HAND in Supplement
carpal tunnel release /kɑ p(ə)l t"n(ə)l r
li s/ noun an operation to relieve the compression of the median nerve
carpal tunnel syndrome /kɑ p(ə)l
t"n(ə)l sndrəυm/ noun a condition, usually
affecting women, in which the fingers tingle
and hurt at night. It is caused by compression
of the median nerve.
carphology /kɑ fɒlədi/ noun the action of
pulling at the bedclothes, a sign of delirium in
typhoid and other fevers. Also called floccitacarpal bones





carpal tunnel release





carpal tunnel syndrome



carphology



tion

carpi / kɑ pi/ plural of carpus
carpo- /kɑ pəυ/ prefix referring to the wrist
carpometacarpal joint /kɑ pəυmetə
kɑ p(ə)l dɔnt/ noun one of the joints between the carpals and metacarpals. Also called
carpi



carpo-

carpometacarpal joint







CM joint

carpopedal
spasm
/ kɑ pəυpi d(ə)l
spz(ə)m/ noun a spasm in the hands and feet
caused by lack of calcium
carpus / kɑ pəs/ noun the bones by which
the lower arm is connected to the hand. Also
called wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is carpi.)
carpopedal spasm



carpus



COMMENT: The carpus is formed of eight small
bones (the carpals): the capitate, hamate, lunate, pisiform, scaphoid, trapezium, trapezoid
and triquetral.
carrier / kriə/ noun 1. a person who carries
carrier



bacteria of a disease in his or her body and who
can transmit the disease to others without
showing any signs of being infected with it 쑗
Ten per cent of the population are believed to
be unwitting carriers of the bacteria. 2. an insect which carries disease and infects humans
3. a healthy person who carries a chromosome
variation that gives rise to a hereditary disease
such as haemophilia or Duchenne muscular
dystrophy
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carry / kri/ verb to have a disease and be capable of infecting others
cartilage / kɑ tld/ noun thick connective
tissue which lines and cushions the joints and
which forms part of the structure of an organ.
Cartilage in small children is the first stage in
the formation of bones.
cartilaginous /kɑ t ldnəs/ adjective
made of cartilage
cartilaginous
joint
/kɑ t ldnəs
dɔnt/ noun 1. primary cartilaginous joint
same as synchondrosis 2. secondary cartilaginous joint same as symphysis
caruncle /kə r"ŋkəl/ noun a small swelling
cascara /k skɑ rə/, cascara sagrada /k
skɑ rə sə &rɑ də/ noun a laxative made from
the bark of a tropical tree
case /kes/ noun 1. a single occurrence of a
disease 쑗 There were two hundred cases of
cholera in the recent outbreak. 2. a person who
has a disease or who is undergoing treatment 쑗
The hospital is only admitting urgent cases.
caseation /kesi eʃ(ə)n/ noun the process
by which dead tissue decays into a firm and
dry mass. It is characteristic of tuberculosis.
case control study /kes kən trəυl st"di/
noun an investigation in which a group of patients with a disease are compared with a
group without the disease in order to study
possible causes
case history / kes hst(ə)ri/ noun details
of what has happened to a patient undergoing
treatment
casein / kesin/ noun one of the proteins
found in milk
caseinogen /kesi nədən/ noun the main
protein in milk, from which casein is formed
Casey’s model / kesiz mɒd(ə)l/ noun a
model for the care of child patients, where the
parents are involved in the treatment
cast /kɑ st/ noun a mass of material formed in
a hollow organ or tube and excreted in fluid
castor oil /kɑ stər ɔl/ noun a plant oil
which acts as a laxative
castration /k streʃ(ə)n/ noun the surgical
removal of the sexual organs, usually the testicles, in males
casualty / kuəlti/ noun 1. a person who
has had an accident or who is suddenly ill 쑗
The fire caused several casualties. 쑗 The casualties were taken by ambulance to the nearest
hospital. 2. also casualty department same as
accident and emergency department 쑗 The
accident victim was rushed to casualty.
casualty ward / kuəlti wɔ d/ noun same
as accident ward
CAT /kt/ noun same as computerised axial
carry



cartilage



cartilaginous





cartilaginous joint





caruncle



cascara







case

caseation





case control study



case history



casein



caseinogen





Casey’s model



cast

castor oil



castration



casualty



casualty ward



CAT

tomography
cata- /ktə/ prefix downwards
catabolic /ktə bɒlk/ adjective referring to
cata-

catabolic



catabolism



catatonic schizophrenia
catabolism /kə tbəlz(ə)m/ noun the process of breaking down complex chemicals into
simple chemicals
catalase / ktəlez/ noun an enzyme present
in the blood and liver which catalyses the
breakdown of hydrogen peroxide into water
and oxygen
catalepsy / ktəlepsi/ noun a condition often associated with schizophrenia, where a
person becomes incapable of sensation, the
body is rigid and he or she does not move for
long periods
catalyse / ktəlaz/ verb to act as a catalyst
and help make a chemical reaction take place
catabolism



catalase



catalepsy



catalyse



(NOTE: The US spelling is catalyze.)
catalysis /kə tləss/ noun a process where
catalysis



a chemical reaction is helped by a substance
(the catalyst) which does not change during
the process
catalyst / ktəlst/ noun a substance which
produces or helps a chemical reaction without
itself changing 쑗 an enzyme which acts as a
catalyst in the digestive process
catalytic /ktə ltk/ adjective referring to
catalysis
catalytic reaction /ktəltk ri kʃən/
noun a chemical reaction which is caused by a
catalyst which does not change during the reaction
catamenia /ktə mi niə/ noun menstruation (technical )
cataplexy / ktəpleksi/ noun a condition in
which a person’s muscles become suddenly
rigid and he or she falls without losing consciousness, possibly caused by a shock
cataract / ktərkt/ noun a condition in
which the lens of the eye gradually becomes
hard and opaque
catalyst



catalytic





catalytic reaction





catamenia





cataplexy



cataract



COMMENT: Cataracts form most often in people after the age of 50. They are sometimes
caused by a blow or an electric shock. Cataracts can easily and safely be removed by
surgery.
cataract
extraction / ktərkt k
strkʃ(ə)n/ noun the surgical removal of a
cataract extraction





cataract from the eye
cataractous lens /ktə rktəs lenz/ noun
a lens on which a cataract has formed
catarrh /kə tɑ / noun inflammation of the
mucous membranes in the nose and throat,
creating an excessive amount of mucus
catarrhal /kə tɑ rəl/ adjective referring to catarrh 쑗 a catarrhal cough
catatonia /ktə təυniə/ noun a condition in
which a psychiatric patient is either motionless
or shows violent reactions to stimulation
catatonic /ktə tɒnk/ adjective referring
to behaviour in which a person is either motionless or extremely violent
catatonic schizophrenia /ktətɒnk
sktsəυ fri niə/ noun a type of schizophrenia
cataractous lens



catarrh



catarrhal



catatonia





catatonic





catatonic schizophrenia
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where the patient is alternately apathetic or
very active and disturbed
catching / ktʃŋ/ adjective infectious
(informal ) 쑗 Is the disease catching?
catchment area / ktʃmənt eəriə/ noun
an area around a hospital which is served by
that hospital
catecholamines /ktə kɒləmi nz/ plural
noun the hormones adrenaline and noradrenaline which are released by the adrenal glands
category / kt&(ə)ri/ noun a classification,
the way in which things can be classified 쑗 His
condition is of a non-urgent category.
catgut / kt&"t/ noun a thread made from
part of the intestines of sheep, now usually artificially hardened, used to sew up cuts made
during surgery
catching



catchment area



catecholamines



category



catgut



COMMENT: Catgut is slowly dissolved by fluids
in the body after the wound has healed and
therefore does not need to be removed. Ordinary catgut will dissolve in five to ten days;
hardened catgut takes up to three or four
weeks.
catharsis /kə θɑ ss/ noun purgation of the
catharsis



bowels
cathartic /kə θɑ tk/ adjective laxative or
purgative
catheter / kθtə/ noun a tube passed into
the body along one of the passages in the body
catheterisation
/kθtəra zeʃ(ə)n/,
catheterization noun the act of putting a catheter into a patient’s body
cathartic



catheter



catheterisation





‘…high rates of disconnection of closed urine drainage systems, lack of hand washing and incorrect positioning of urine drainage bags have been highlighted in a new report on urethral catheterisation’
[Nursing Times]
‘…the technique used to treat aortic stenosis is similar to that for any cardiac catheterisation. A catheter
introduced through the femoral vein is placed across
the aortic valve and into the left ventricle.’
[Journal of the American Medical Association]
catheterise / kθtəraz/, catheterize verb
catheterise



to insert a catheter into a patient
CAT scan / kt skn/, CT scan /si ti
skn/ noun same as CT scan
cat-scratch disease / kt skrtʃ dzi z/,
cat-scratch fever / kt skrtʃ fi və/ noun an
illness in which the patient has a fever and
swollen lymph glands, thought to be caused by
a bacterium transmitted to humans by the
scratch of a cat. It may also result from
scratching with other sharp points.
cauda equina /kɔ də  kwanə/ noun a
group of nerves which go from the spinal cord
to the lumbar region and the coccyx
caudal / kɔ d(ə)l/ adjective (in humans) referring to the cauda equina
caudal anaesthetic /kɔ d(ə)l nəs θetk/
noun an anaesthetic, injected into the base of
the spine to remove feeling in the lower part of
the body. It is often used in childbirth.
CAT scan





cat-scratch disease







cauda equina





caudal



caudal anaesthetic





caudal analgesia /kɔ d(ə)l n(ə)l
di ziə/ noun a method of pain relief that involves injecting an anaesthetic into the base of
the spine to remove feeling in the lower part of
the body
caudal block / kɔ d(ə)l blɒk/ noun a local
analgesia of the cauda equina nerves in the
lower spine
caudate / kɔ det/ adjective like a tail
caudate lobe / kɔ det ləυb/ noun a lobe at
the back of the liver, behind the right and left
lobes. Also called posterior lobe
caul /kɔ l/ noun 1. a membrane which sometimes covers a baby’s head at birth 2. same as
caudal analgesia





caudal block



caudate



caudate lobe



caul

omentum

cauliflower ear /kɒliflaυər ə/ noun a permanently swollen ear, caused by blows in boxing
causalgia /kɔ zldə/ noun burning pain in
a limb, caused by a damaged nerve
causal organism /kɔ z(ə)l ɔ &ənz(ə)m/
noun an organism that causes a particular disease
caustic / kɔ stk/ noun a chemical substance
that destroys tissues that it touches 쐽 adjective
corrosive and destructive
cauterisation /kɔ təra zeʃ(ə)n/, cauterization noun the act of cauterising 쑗 The
growth was removed by cauterisation.
cauterise / kɔ təraz/, cauterize verb to use
burning, radiation or laser beams to remove
tissue or to stop bleeding
cautery / kɔ təri/ noun a surgical instrument
used to cauterise a wound
cava / kevə/ 쏡 vena cava
cavernosum /kvə nəυsəm/ 쏡 corpus
cauliflower ear



causalgia



causal organism



caustic



cauterisation





cauterise



cautery



cava



cavernosum





cavernosum

cavernous breathing sounds /kvənəs
bri ðŋ saυndz/ plural noun hollow sounds
made by the lungs and heard through a stethoscope placed on a patient’s chest, used in diagnosis
cavernous haemangioma /kvənəs
hi mnd əυmə/ noun a tumour in connective tissue with wide spaces which contain
blood
cavernous sinus /kvənəs sanəs/ noun
one of two cavities in the skull behind the eyes,
which form part of the venous drainage system
cavitation /kv teʃ(ə)n/ noun the forming
of a cavity
cavity / kvti/ noun a hole or space inside
the body
cc abbr cubic centimetre
CCU abbr coronary care unit
CD4 /si di fɔ / noun a compound consisting of a protein combined with a carbohydrate
which is found in some cells and helps to protect the body against infection 왍 CD4 count a
test used to monitor how many CD4 cells have
been destroyed in people with HIV
cavernous breathing sounds



cavernous haemangioma





cavernous sinus



cavitation



cavity



cc

CCU

CD4
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CDH

CDH abbr congenital dislocation of the hip
cecum / si kəm/ noun US same as caecum
cefaclor / sefəklɔ / noun an antibacterial
drug used to treat septicaemia
cefotaxime /sefə tksi m/ noun a synthetic
cephalosporin used to treat bacterial infection
by pseudomonads
-cele /si l/ suffix referring to a swelling
celiac / si lik/ adjective US same as coeliac
cell /sel/ noun a tiny unit of matter which is
the base of all plant and animal tissue (NOTE:
cecum



cefaclor



cefotaxime





-cele

celiac



cell

For other terms referring to cells, see words beginning with cyt-, cyto-.)
COMMENT: The cell is a unit which can reproduce itself. It is made up of a jelly-like substance (cytoplasm) which surrounds a nucleus and contains many other small structures
which are different according to the type of
cell. Cells reproduce by division (mitosis) and
their process of feeding and removing waste
products is metabolism. The division and reproduction of cells is the way the human body
is formed.
cell body / sel bɒdi/ noun the part of a nerve
cell body



cell which surrounds the nucleus and from
which the axon and dendrites begin
cell division / sel d v(ə)n/ noun the way
in which a cell reproduces itself. 쏡 mitosis,
cell division





meiosis

cell membrane / sel membren/ noun a
membrane enclosing the cytoplasm of a cell. 쒁
cell membrane



columnar cell, target cell
cellular / seljυlə/ adjective 1. referring to
cells, or formed of cells 2. made of many simcellular



ilar parts connected together
cellular tissue /seljυlə tʃu / noun a form
of connective tissue with large spaces
cellulite / seljυlat/ noun lumpy deposits of
subcutaneous fat, especially in the thighs and
buttocks
cellulitis /seljυ lats/ noun a usually bacterial inflammation of connective tissue or of the
subcutaneous tissue
cellulose / seljυləυs/ noun a carbohydrate
which makes up a large percentage of plant
matter
cellular tissue



cellulite



cellulitis





cellulose



COMMENT: Cellulose is not digestible and is
passed through the digestive system as
roughage.
Celsius / selsiəs/ noun a metric scale of temCelsius



perature on which 0° is the point at which water freezes and 100° is the point at which water
boils under average atmospheric conditions.
Also called centigrade. 쒁 Fahrenheit (NOTE: It

is usually written as a C after the degree sign:
52°C (say: ‘fifty-two degrees Celsius’).) [Described 1742. After Anders Celsius (1701–44),
Swedish astronomer and scientist.]
COMMENT: To convert Celsius temperatures to
Fahrenheit, multiply by 1.8 and add 32. So
20°C is equal to 68°F. Celsius is used in
many countries, though not in the US, where
the Fahrenheit system is still preferred.

centre
Celsius temperature / selsiəs temprtʃə/
noun temperature as measured on the Celsius
scale
CEMACH / si mʃ/ noun a UK research
project investigating the causes of infant
deaths and stillbirths. Full form Confidential
Celsius temperature



CEMACH



Enquiry into Maternal and Child Health
cement /s ment/ noun 1. an adhesive used in
cement



dentistry to attach a crown to the base of a
tooth 2. same as cementum
cementum /s mentəm/ noun a layer of
thick hard material which covers the roots of
teeth
census / sensəs/ noun a systematic count or
survey
center / sentə/ noun US same as centre
-centesis /senti ss/ suffix puncture
centi- /senti/ prefix one hundredth (10-2).
Symbol c
centigrade / sent&red/ noun same as Celcementum



census



center



-centesis

centi-

centigrade



sius

centile chart / sental tʃɑ t/ noun a chart
showing the number of babies who fall into
each percentage category, as regards, e.g.,
birth weight
centilitre / sentli tə/, centiliter noun a unit
of measurement of liquid equal to one hundredth of a litre. Symbol cl
centimetre / sentmi tə/, centimeter noun a
unit of measurement of length equal to one
hundredth of a metre. Symbol cm
central / sentrəl/ adjective referring to the
centre
central canal /sentrəl kə nl/ noun a thin
tube in the centre of the spinal cord containing
cerebrospinal fluid
central line / sentrəl lan/ noun a catheter
inserted through the neck, used to monitor
central venous pressure in conditions such as
shock where fluid balance is severely upset
central nervous system /sentrəl n! vəs
sstəm/ noun the brain and spinal cord which
link together all the nerves
central sulcus /sentrəl s"lkəs/ noun one
of the grooves which divide a cerebral hemisphere into lobes
central temperature /sentrəl temprtʃə/
noun the temperature of the brain, thorax and
abdomen, which is constant
central vein /sentrəl ven/ noun a vein in
the liver
central venous pressure /sentrəl vi nəs
preʃə/ noun blood pressure in the right atrium
of the heart, which can be measured by means
of a catheter
centre / sentə/ noun 1. the middle point, or
the main part of something 쑗 The aim of the
examination is to locate the centre of infection.
2. a large building 3. the point where a group
of nerves come together (NOTE: [all senses] The
centile chart



centilitre



centimetre



central



central canal





central line



central nervous system



central sulcus



central temperature



central vein



central venous pressure



centre



US spelling is center.)
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centrifugal /sentr fju &(ə)l, sen trfjυ&(ə)l/
adjective moving away from the centre
centrifugation /sentrfju &eʃ(ə)n/, centrifuging / sentrfju dŋ/ noun the process
of separating the components of a liquid in a
centrifuge
centrifuge / sentrfju d/ noun a device to
separate the components of a liquid by rapid
spinning
centriole / sentriəυl/ noun a small structure
found in the cytoplasm of a cell, which involved in forming the spindle during cell division
centripetal /sentr pi t(ə)l, sen trpt(ə)l/
adjective moving towards the centre
centromere / sentrəmə/ noun a constricted
part of a chromosome, seen as a cell divides
centrosome / sentrəsəυm/ noun the structure in the cytoplasm of a cell, near the nucleus, and containing the centrioles
centrum / sentrəm / noun the central part of
an organ (NOTE: The plural is centra.)
cephal- /sefəl/ prefix same as cephalo- (used
centrifugal







centrifugation







centrifuge



centriole



centripetal







centromere



centrosome



centrum



cephal-

before vowels)

cephalalgia /sefə lldə/ noun same as
cephalalgia





headache

cephalexin /sefə leksn/ noun an antibiotic
used to treat infections of the urinary system or
respiratory tract
cephalhaematoma /sefəlhi mə təυmə/
noun a swelling found mainly on the head of
babies delivered with forceps
cephalic /sə flk/ adjective referring to the
head
cephalic index /sə flk ndeks/ noun a
measurement of the shape of the skull
cephalic presentation /səflk prez(ə)n
teʃ(ə)n/ noun the usual position of a baby in
the uterus, where the baby’s head will appear
first
cephalic version /sə flk v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun
turning a wrongly positioned fetus round in the
uterus, so that the head will appear first at birth
cephalo- /sefələυ/ prefix referring to the head
cephalocele / sefələυsi l/ noun a swelling
caused by part of the brain passing through a
weak point in the bones of the skull
cephalogram / sefələυ&rm/ noun an Xray photograph of the bones of the skull
cephalometry /sefə lɒmtri/ noun measurement of the head
cephalopelvic /sefələυ pelvk/ adjective
referring to the head of the fetus and the pelvis
of the mother
cephalopelvic disproportion /sefələυ
pelvk dsprə pɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in
which the pelvic opening of the mother is not
large enough for the head of the fetus
cephalosporin /sefələυ spɔ rn/ noun a
drug used in the treatment of bacterial infection
cephalexin





cephalhaematoma







cephalic



cephalic index



cephalic presentation





cephalic version



cephalo-

cephalocele



cephalogram



cephalometry





cephalopelvic





cephalopelvic disproportion





cephalosporin







cephradine / sefrədi n/ noun an antibacterial drug used to treat sinusitis and urinary tract
infections
cerclage /s! klɑ / noun the act of tying
things together with a ring
cerea / səriə/ 쏡 flexibilitas cerea
cerebellar /serə belə/ adjective referring to
the cerebellum
cerebellar ataxia /serəbelər ə tksiə/
noun a disorder where a person staggers and
cannot speak clearly, due to a disease of the
cerebellum
cerebellar cortex /serəbelə kɔ teks/ noun
the outer covering of grey matter which covers
the cerebellum
cerebellar gait /serəbelə &et/ noun a way
of walking where a person staggers along,
caused by a disease of the cerebellum
cerebellar
peduncle /serəbelə p
d"ŋk(ə)l/ noun a band of nerve tissue connecting parts of the cerebellum
cerebellar syndrome /serəbelə sn
drəυm/ noun a disease affecting the cerebellum, the symptoms of which are lack of muscle coordination, spasms in the eyeball and impaired speech
cerebellum /serə beləm / noun a section of
the hindbrain, located at the back of the head
beneath the back part of the cerebrum. See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
cephradine



cerclage



cerea



cerebellar





cerebellar ataxia





cerebellar cortex



cerebellar gait



cerebellar peduncle





cerebellar syndrome



cerebellum





COMMENT: The cerebellum is formed of two
hemispheres with the vermis in the centre. Fibres go into or out of the cerebellum through
the peduncles. The cerebellum is the part of
the brain where voluntary movements are coordinated and is associated with the sense of
balance.
cerebr- /serəbr/ prefix same as cerebro- (used
before vowels)
cerebra /sə ri brə/ plural of cerebrum
cerebral / serəbrəl/ adjective referring to the
cerebr-

cerebra



cerebral



cerebrum or to the brain in general
cerebral aqueduct /serəbrəl kwd"kt/
noun a canal connecting the third and fourth
ventricles in the brain. Also called aqueduct
cerebral aqueduct



of Sylvius

cerebral artery /serəbrəl ɑ təri/ noun one
of the main arteries which take blood into the
brain
cerebral cavity /serəbrəl kvti/ noun
one of the four connected fluid-filled spaces in
the brain
cerebral cortex /serəbrəl kɔ teks/ noun
the outer layer of grey matter which covers the
cerebrum
cerebral
decompression /serəbrəl
di kəm preʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of part of
the skull to relieve pressure on the brain
cerebral dominance /serəbrəl dɒmnəns/
noun the usual condition where the centres for
various functions are located in one cerebral
hemisphere
cerebral artery



cerebral cavity



cerebral cortex



cerebral decompression





cerebral dominance
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cerebral
haemorrhage
/serəbrəl
hem(ə)rd/ noun bleeding inside the brain
from a cerebral artery. Also called brain haemcerebral haemorrhage



orrhage

cervical plexus
blocking of or bleeding from a blood vessel in
the brain resulting in temporary or permanent
paralysis or death. Also called stroke
cerebrovascular disease /serəbrəυ
vskjυlə d zi z/ noun a disease of the blood
vessels in the brain
cerebrum /sə ri brəm/ noun the largest part
of the brain, formed of two sections, the cerebral hemispheres, which run along the length
of the head. The cerebrum controls the main
mental processes, including the memory. Also
called telencephalon
certificate /sə tfkət/ noun an official paper
which states something
certify / s! tfa/ verb to make an official
statement in writing about something 쑗 He
was certified dead on arrival at hospital.
cerumen /sə ru men/ noun wax which forms
inside the ear. Also called earwax
ceruminous gland /sə ru mnəs &lnd/
noun a gland which secretes earwax. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
cervic- /s! vk/ prefix same as cervico- (used
cerebrovascular disease

cerebral hemisphere /serəbrəl hems*
fə/ noun one of the two halves of the cerebrum
cerebral infarction /serəbrəl n fɑ kʃən/
noun the death of brain tissue as a result of reduction in the blood supply to the brain
cerebral ischaemia /serəbrəl  ski miə/
noun failure in the blood supply to the brain
cerebral palsy /serəbrəl pɔ lzi/ noun a
disorder mainly due to brain damage occurring
before birth, or due to lack of oxygen during
birth, associated with poor coordination of
muscular movements, impaired speech, hearing and sight, and sometimes mental impairment (NOTE: Premature babies are at higher
cerebral hemisphere



cerebral infarction





cerebral ischaemia





cerebral palsy



risk.)







cerebrum



certificate



certify



cerumen



ceruminous gland

cerebral peduncle /serəbrəl p d"ŋk(ə)l/
noun a mass of nerve fibres connecting the cerebral hemispheres to the midbrain. See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
cerebral thrombosis /serəbrəl θrɒm
bəυss/ noun same as cerebrovascular accicerebral peduncle





cerebral thrombosis





dent

cerebral vascular accident /serəbrəl
vskjυlər ksd(ə)nt/ noun same as cerebrovascular accident
cerebration /serə breʃ(ə)n/ noun brain accerebral vascular accident



cerebration





tivity
cerebro- /serəbrəυ/ prefix referring to the
cerebrum
cerebrospinal /serəbrəυ span(ə)l/ adjective referring to the brain and the spinal cord
cerebrospinal fever /serəbrəυspan(ə)l
fi və/ noun same as meningococcal meningicerebro-

cerebrospinal





cerebrospinal fever





tis

cerebrospinal fluid /serəbrəυspan(ə)l
flu d/ noun fluid which surrounds the brain
and the spinal cord. Abbr CSF
cerebrospinal fluid





COMMENT: CSF is found in the space between
the arachnoid mater and pia mater of the
brain, within the ventricles of the brain and in
the central canal of the spinal cord. It consists
mainly of water, with some sugar and sodium
chloride. Its function is to cushion the brain
and spinal cord and it is continually formed
and absorbed to maintain the correct pressure.
cerebrospinal meningitis /serəbrəυ
span(ə)l menn dats/ noun same as
meningococcal meningitis
cerebrospinal tract /serəbrəυspan(ə)l
trkt/ noun one of the main motor pathways
cerebrospinal meningitis







cerebrospinal tract





in the anterior and lateral white columns of the
spinal cord
cerebrovascular /serəbrəυ vskjυlə/ adjective referring to the blood vessels in the
brain
cerebrovascular accident /serəbrəυ
vskjυlər ksd(ə)nt/ noun a sudden
cerebrovascular





cerebrovascular accident







cervic-

before vowels)

cervical / s! vk(ə)l, sə vak(ə)l/ adjective
1. referring to the neck 2. referring to any part
of the body which is shaped like a neck, especially the cervix of the uterus
cervical canal /s! vk(ə)l kə nl/ noun a
tube running through the cervix, from the
point where the uterus joins the vagina to the
entrance of the uterine cavity. Also called cercervical





cervical canal





vicouterine canal

cervical cancer /s! vk(ə)l knsə/ noun a
cancer of the cervix of the uterus
cervical collar /s! vk(ə)l kɒlə/ noun a
special strong orthopaedic collar to support the
head of a person with neck injuries or a condition such as cervical spondylosis
cervical erosion /s! vk(ə)l  rəυ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which the epithelium of
the mucous membrane lining the cervix uteri
extends outside the cervix
cervical ganglion /s! vk(ə)l &ŋ&liən/
noun one of the bundles of nerves in the neck
cervical
incompetence
/s! vk(ə)l
nkɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun a dysfunction of the
cervix of the uterus which is often the cause of
spontaneous abortions and premature births
and can be remedied by Shirodkar’s operation
cervical intraepithelial neoplasia /
s! vk(ə)l ntrəepθi liəl ni əυ pleə/
noun changes in the cells of the cervix which
may lead to cervical cancer. Abbr CIN
cervical nerve /s! vk(ə)l n! v/ noun spinal nerve in the neck
cervical node /s! vk(ə)l nəυd/ noun
lymph node in the neck
cervical plexus /s! vk(ə)l pleksəs/ noun
a group of nerves in front of the vertebrae in
the neck, which lead to nerves supplying the
cervical cancer



cervical collar



cervical erosion





cervical ganglion



cervical incompetence



cervical intraepithelial neoplasia





cervical nerve



cervical node



cervical plexus
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skin and muscles of the neck, and also the
phrenic nerve which controls the diaphragm
cervical rib /s! vk(ə)l rb/ noun an extra
rib sometimes found attached to the vertebrae
above the other ribs and which may cause thoracic inlet syndrome
cervical smear /s! vk(ə)l smə/ noun a
test for cervical cancer, where cells taken from
the mucus in the cervix of the uterus are examined
cervical spondylosis /s! vk(ə)l spɒnd
ləυss/ noun a degenerative change in the
neck bones. 쒁 spondylosis
cervical vertebrae /s! vk(ə)l v! tbri /
plural noun the seven bones which form the
neck
cervicectomy /s! v sektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of the cervix uteri
cervices / s! vsi z/ plural of cervix
cervicitis /s! v sats/ noun inflammation
of the cervix uteri
cervico- /s! vkəυ/ prefix 1. referring to the
neck 2. referring to the cervix of the uterus
cervicography /s! v kɒ&rəfi/ noun the act
of photographing the cervix uteri, used as a
method of screening for cervical cancer
cervicouterine canal /s! vkəυju təran
kə nl/ noun same as cervical canal
cervix / s! vks/ noun 1. any narrow neck of
an organ 2. the neck of the uterus, the narrow
lower part of the uterus leading into the vagina.
Also called cervix uteri
CESDI noun full form Confidential Enquiry
into Stillbirths and Deaths in Infancy. 쏡
cervical rib



cervical smear



cervical spondylosis





cervical vertebrae



cervicectomy





cervices



cervicitis





cervico-

cervicography





cervicouterine canal







cervix



CESDI

CEMACH
cesium / si ziəm/ noun US same as caesium
cestode / sestəυd/ noun a type of tapeworm
cetrimide / setrmad/ noun a mixture of
cesium



cestode



cetrimide



ammonium compounds, used in disinfectants
and antiseptics
CF abbr cystic fibrosis
CFT abbr complement fixation test
chafe /tʃef/ verb to rub something, especially to rub against the skin 쑗 The rough cloth of
the collar chafed the girl’s neck.
chafing / tʃefŋ/ noun irritation of the skin
due to rubbing 쑗 She was experiencing chafing of the thighs.
Chagas’ disease / ʃɑ &əs dzi z/ noun a
type of sleeping sickness found in South
America, transmitted by insect bites which
pass trypanosomes into the bloodstream. Children are mainly affected and if untreated the
disease can cause fatal heart block in early
adult life. [Described 1909. After Carlos ChaCF

CFT

chafe

chafing



Chagas’ disease





gas (1879–1934), Brazilian scientist and physician.]
CHAI abbr Commission for Healthcare Audit
CHAI

and Improvement

chalasia /tʃə leziə/ noun an excessive relaxation of the oesophageal muscles, which causes regurgitation
chalazion /kə leziən/ noun same as meibochalasia



chalazion



mian cyst

challenge / tʃlnd/ verb to expose someone to a substance to determine whether an allergy or other adverse reaction will occur 쐽
noun exposure of someone to a substance to
determine whether an allergy or other adverse
reaction will occur
chalone / keləυn, kləυn/ noun a hormone which stops a secretion, as opposed to
those hormones which stimulate secretion
chamber / tʃembə/ noun a hollow space
(atrium or ventricle) in the heart where blood
is collected
chancre / ʃŋkə/ noun a sore on the lip, penis or eyelid which is the first symptom of
syphilis
chancroid / ʃŋkrɔd/ noun a venereal sore
with a soft base, situated in the groin or on the
genitals and caused by the bacterium Haemophilus ducreyi. Also called soft chancre
change of life /tʃend əv laf/ noun same
as menopause (dated informal )
chapped /tʃpt/ adjective referring to skin
which is cracked due to cold
characterise / krktəraz/, characterize
verb to be a typical or special quality or feature
of something or someone 쑗 The disease is
characterised by the development of lesions
throughout the body.
characteristic /krktə rstk/ noun a
quality which allows something to be recognised as different 쑗 Cancer destroys the cell’s
characteristics. 쐽 adjective being a typical or
distinguishing quality 쑗 symptoms characteristic of anaemia 쑗 The inflammation is characteristic of shingles.
charcoal / tʃɑ kəυl/ noun a highly absorbent
substance, formed when wood is burnt in the
absence of oxygen, used to relieve diarrhoea or
intestinal gas and in cases of poisoning
challenge



chalone





chamber



chancre



chancroid



change of life



chapped

characterise



characteristic





charcoal



COMMENT: Charcoal tablets can be used to relieve diarrhoea or flatulence.
Charcot’s joint /ʃɑ kəυz dɔnt/ noun a
Charcot’s joint



joint which becomes deformed because the patient cannot feel pain in it when the nerves
have been damaged by syphilis, diabetes or
leprosy [Described 1868. After Jean-Martin
Charcot (1825–93), French neurologist.]
Charcot’s triad /ʃɑ kəυz trad/ noun
Charcot’s triad



three symptoms of multiple sclerosis: rapid
eye movement, tremor and scanning speech
charleyhorse / tʃɑ lihɔ s/ noun US a painful
cramp in a leg or thigh (informal )
Charnley clamps /tʃɑ nli klmps/ plural
noun metal clamps fixed to a rod through a
bone to hold it tight
charleyhorse



Charnley clamps
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chart /tʃɑ t/ noun a record of information
shown as a series of lines or points on graph
paper 쑗 a temperature chart
charting / tʃɑ tŋ/ noun the preparation and
updating of a hospital patient’s chart by nurses
and doctors
ChB abbr bachelor of surgery
CHC abbr 1. child health clinic 2. community
health council
CHD abbr coronary heart disease
check-up / tʃek "p/ noun a general examination by a doctor or dentist 쑗 She went for a
check-up. 쑗 He had a heart check-up last
week.
cheek /tʃi k/ noun 1. one of two fleshy parts
of the face on each side of the nose 2. either
side of the buttocks (informal )
cheekbone / tʃi kbəυn/ noun an arch of
bone in the face beneath the cheek which also
forms the lower part of the eye socket
cheil- /kal/ prefix same as cheilo- (used bechart

charting



ChB

CHC

CHD

check-up



cheek

cheekbone



cheil-

fore vowels)
cheilitis /ka lats/ noun inflammation of
cheilitis



the lips
cheilo- /kaləυ/ prefix referring to the lips
cheiloschisis /kaləυ ʃass/ noun a double
cleft upper lip
cheilosis /ka ləυss/ noun swelling and
cracks on the lips and corners of the mouth
caused by lack of vitamin B
cheiro- /kerəυ/ prefix referring to the hand
cheiropompholyx
/kerəυ pɒmfəlks/
noun a disorder of the skin in which tiny blisters appear on the palms of the hand
chelate / ki let/ verb to treat someone with a
chelating agent in order to remove a heavy
metal such as lead from the bloodstream
chelating agent / ki letŋ edənt/ noun a
chemical compound which can combine with
some metals, used as a treatment for metal poisoning
cheloid / ki lɔd/ noun same as keloid
chemical / kemk(ə)l/ adjective referring to
chemistry 쐽 noun a substance produced by a
chemical process or formed of chemical elements
cheilo-

cheiloschisis





cheilosis



cheiro-

cheiropompholyx





chelate



chelating agent



cheloid



chemical



‘The MRI body scanner is able to provide a chemical
analysis of tissues without investigative surgery’
[Health Services Journal]
chemical
composition
/ kemk(ə)l
kɒmpə zʃ(ə)n/ noun the chemicals which
make up a substance 쑗 They analysed the
chemical composition





blood samples to find out their chemical composition.
chemical symbol /kemk(ə)l smbəl/
noun letters which represent a chemical substance 쑗 Na is the symbol for sodium.
chemist / kemst/ noun a shop where you
can buy medicine, toothpaste, soap and similar
items 쑗 Go to the chemist to get some cough
chemical symbol



chemist



CHI
medicine. 쑗 The tablets are sold at all chemists. 쑗 There’s a chemist on the corner.
chemistry / kemstri/ noun the study of substances, elements and compounds and their reactions with each other 앳 blood chemistry or
chemistry of the blood 1. substances which
make up blood, which can be analysed in
blood tests, the results of which are useful in
diagnosing disease 2. a record of changes
which take place in blood during disease and
treatment
chemo / ki məυ/ noun chemotherapy
chemistry



chemo



(informal )
chemo- /ki məυ/ prefix referring to chemistry
chemoreceptor /ki məυr septə/ noun a
chemo-

chemoreceptor





cell which responds to the presence of a chemical compound by activating a nerve, e.g. a
taste bud reacting to food or cells in the carotid
body reacting to lowered oxygen and raised
carbon dioxide in the blood
chemosis /ki məυss/ noun swelling of the
conjunctiva
chemotaxis /ki məυ tkss/ noun the
movement of a cell when it is attracted to or repelled by a chemical substance
chemotherapeutic agent /ki məυθerə
pju tk edənt/ noun a chemical substance
used to treat a disease
chemotherapy /ki məυ θerəpi/ noun the
use of drugs such as antibiotics, painkillers or
antiseptic lotions to fight a disease, especially
using toxic chemicals to destroy rapidly developing cancer cells
chest /tʃest/ noun 1. the upper front part of
the body between the neck and stomach. Also
called thorax 2. same as thorax (NOTE: For othchemosis



chemotaxis





chemotherapeutic agent







chemotherapy





chest

er terms referring to the chest, see pectoral and
words beginning with steth-, thorac-, thoraco-.)
chest cavity / tʃest kvti/ noun a space in
chest cavity



the body containing the diaphragm, heart and
lungs
chest examination / tʃest &zmneʃ(ə)n/
noun an examination of someone’s chest by
percussion, stethoscope or X-ray
chest muscle / tʃest m"s(ə)l/ noun same
as pectoral muscle
chest pain / tʃest pen/ noun pain in the
chest which may be caused by heart disease
chesty / tʃesti/ adjective having phlegm in
the lungs, or having a tendency to chest complaints
Cheyne–Stokes
respiration /tʃen
stəυks respreʃ(ə)n/, Cheyne–Stokes
breathing / bri ðŋ/ noun irregular breathing,
usually found in people who are unconscious,
with short breaths gradually increasing to deep
breaths, then reducing again, until breathing
appears to stop
CHI abbr Commission for Health Improvement
chest examination





chest muscle



chest pain



chesty



Cheyne–Stokes respiration







CHI
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chiasm / kaz(ə)m/, chiasma /ka zmə/
chiasm





noun 쏡 optic chiasma
chickenpox / tʃknpɒks/ noun an infecchickenpox





tious disease of children, with fever and red
spots which turn into itchy blisters. Also called
varicella

Chinese medicine /tʃani z med(ə)sn/
noun a system of diagnosis, treatment and prevention of illness developed in China over
many centuries. It uses herbs, minerals and animal products, exercise, massage and acupuncture.
Chinese restaurant syndrome /tʃani z
rest(ə)rɒnt sndrəυm / noun an allergic condition which gives people severe headaches after eating food flavoured with monosodium
glutamate (informal )
chiro- /karəυ/ prefix referring to the hand
chiropodist /k rɒpədst/ noun a person
who specialises in treatment of minor disorders of the feet
chiropody /k rɒpədi/ noun the study and
treatment of minor diseases and disorders of
the feet
chiropractic /karəυ prktk/ noun the
treatment and prevention of disorders of the
neuromusculoskeletal system by making adjustments primarily to the bones of the spine
chiropractor / karəυprktə/ noun a person who treats musculoskeletal disorders by
making adjustments primarily to the bones of
the spine
chiropracty / karəυprkti/ noun same as
Chinese medicine



Chinese restaurant syndrome

COMMENT: Chickenpox is caused by a herpesvirus. In later life, shingles is usually a reemergence of a dormant chickenpox virus
and an adult with shingles can infect a child
with chickenpox.
Chief Medical Officer /tʃi f medk(ə)l
ɒfsə/ noun in the UK, a government official
Chief Medical Officer

responsible for all aspects of public health.
Abbr CMO
Chief Nursing Officer /tʃi f n! sŋ ɒfsə/
noun in the UK, an official appointed by the
Department of Health to advise Government
Ministers and provide leadership to nurses and
midwives. Abbr CNO
chilblain / tʃlblen/ noun a condition in
which the skin of the fingers, toes, nose or ears
becomes red, swollen and itchy because of exposure to cold. Also called erythema pernio
child /tʃald/ noun a young boy or girl. Child
is the legal term for a person under 14 years of
age. (NOTE: The plural is children. For other
Chief Nursing Officer

chilblain



child

terms referring to children, see words beginning
with paed-, paedo- or ped-, pedo-.)
child abuse / tʃald əbju s/ noun cruel
child abuse





treatment of a child by an adult, including
physical and sexual harm
childbearing / tʃaldbeərŋ/ noun the act of
carrying and giving birth to a child
childbirth / tʃaldb! θ/ noun the act of giving birth. Also called parturition
child care / tʃald keə/ noun the care of
young children and study of their special needs
child health clinic /tʃald helθ klnk/
noun a special clinic for checking the health
and development of small children under
school age. Abbr CHC
childhood illness /tʃaldhυd lnəs/ noun
an illness which mainly affects children and
not adults
child-proof / tʃald pru f/ adjective designed
so that a child cannot use it 쑗 child-proof containers 쑗 The pills are sold in bottles with
child-proof lids or caps.
child protection /tʃald prə tekʃən/ noun
the measures taken to avoid abuse, neglect or
exploitation of any kind towards children
children / tʃldrən/ plural of child
children’s hospital / tʃldrənz hɒspt(ə)l/
noun a hospital which specialises in treating
children
chill /tʃl/ noun a short illness causing a feeling of being cold and shivering, usually the
sign of the beginning of a fever, of flu or a cold
chin /tʃn/ noun the bottom part of the face,
beneath the mouth
childbearing



childbirth



child care



child health clinic

childhood illness



child-proof



child protection





children



children’s hospital



chill

chin



chiro-

chiropodist



chiropody



chiropractic





chiropractor





chiropracty







chiropractic (informal )
Chlamydia /klə mdiə/ noun a bacterium
Chlamydia



that causes trachoma and urogenital diseases
in humans and psittacosis in birds, which can
be transmitted to humans. It is currently a major cause of sexually transmitted disease.
chlamydial /klə mdiəl/ adjective referring
to infections caused by Chlamydia
chloasma /kləυ zmə/ noun the presence of
brown spots on the skin from various causes
chlor- /klɔ r/ prefix same as chloro- (used bechlamydial



chloasma



chlor-

fore vowels)

chlorambucil /klɔ r mbjυsl/ noun a drug
which is toxic to cells, used in cancer treatment
chloramphenicol /klɔ rm fenkɒl/ noun
a powerful antibiotic which sometimes causes
the collapse of blood cell production, so is
used only for treating life-threatening diseases
such as meningitis
chlordiazepoxide /klɔ dazi pɒksad/
noun a yellow crystalline powder, used as a
tranquilliser and treatment for alcoholism
chlorhexidine /klɔ heksdi n/ noun a disinfectant mouthwash
chloride / klɔ rad/ noun a salt of hydrochloric acid
chlorination /klɔ r neʃ(ə)n/ noun sterilisation by adding chlorine
chlorambucil



chloramphenicol





chlordiazepoxide







chlorhexidine



chloride



chlorination





COMMENT: Chlorination is used to kill bacteria
in drinking water, in swimming pools and sewage farms, and has many industrial applications such as sterilisation in food processing.
chlorinator / klɔ rnetə/ noun apparatus for
chlorinator



adding chlorine to water
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chlorine / klɔ ri n/ noun a powerful greenish
gas, used to sterilise water (NOTE: The chemical
chlorine



symbol is Cl.)

cholera
cholagogue / kɒlə&ɒ&/ noun a drug which
encourages the production of bile
cholangiocarcinoma /kəlndiəυkɑ s
nəυmə/ noun a rare cancer of the cells of the
bile ducts
cholangiography /kəlndi ɒ&rəfi/ noun
an X-ray examination of the bile ducts and gall
bladder
cholangiolitis /kəlndiəυ lats/ noun inflammation of the small bile ducts
cholangiopancreatography
/kəln
diəυpŋkriə tɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination of the bile ducts and pancreas
cholangitis /kəυln dats/ noun inflammation of the bile ducts
chole- /kɒl/ prefix referring to bile
cholecalciferol /kɒlkl sfərɒl/ noun a
form of vitamin D found naturally in fish-liver
oils and egg yolks
cholecystectomy /kɒls stektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of the gall bladder
cholecystitis /kɒls stats/ noun inflammation of the gall bladder
cholecystoduodenostomy
/kɒlsstə
dju əd nɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation
to join the gall bladder to the duodenum to allow bile to pass into the intestine when the
main bile duct is blocked
cholecystogram /kɒl sstə&rm/ noun
an X-ray photograph of the gall bladder
cholecystography /kɒls stɒ&rəfi/ noun
an X-ray examination of the gall bladder
cholecystokinin /kɒlsstəυ kann/ noun
a hormone released by cells at the top of the
small intestine. It stimulates the gall bladder,
making it contract and release bile.
cholecystotomy /kɒls stɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make a cut in the gall
bladder, usually to remove gallstones
choledoch- /kəledək/ prefix referring to the
common bile duct
choledocholithiasis /kəledəkə l θaəss/
noun same as cholelithiasis
choledocholithotomy
/kəledkəυl
θɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove
a gallstone by cutting into the bile duct
choledochostomy /kəledə kɒstəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to make an opening in a
bile duct
choledochotomy /kəledə kɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make a cut in the common bile duct to remove gallstones
cholelithiasis /kɒll θaəss/ noun a condition in which gallstones form in the gall
bladder or bile ducts. Also called choledochocholagogue



cholangiocarcinoma



chlormethiazole /klɔ me θaəzəυl/ noun a
sedative used in the treatment of people with
alcoholism
chloro- /klɔ rəυ/ prefix referring to chlorine
chloroform / klɒrəfɔ m/ noun a powerful
drug formerly used as an anaesthetic
chloroma /klɔ rəυmə/ noun a bone tumour
associated with acute leukaemia
chloroquine / klɔ rəkwn/ noun a drug used
to prevent and treat malaria, but to which resistance has developed in some parts of the
world
chlorosis /klɔ rəυss/ noun a type of severe
anaemia due to iron deficiency, affecting
mainly young girls
chlorothiazide /klɔ rəυ θaəzad/ noun a
drug which helps the body to produce more
urine, used in the treatment of high blood pressure, swelling and heart failure
chloroxylenol /klɔ rəυ zalənɒl/ noun a
chemical used as an antimicrobial agent in
skin creams and in disinfectants
chlorpheniramine
/klɔ fen arəmi n/,
chlorpheniramine maleate /klɔ fen arəmi n
mliet/ noun an antihistamine drug
chlorpromazine hydrochloride /klɔ
prəυməzi n hadrəυ klɔ rad/ noun a drug
used to treat schizophrenia and other psychoses
chlorpropamide /klɔ prəυpəmad/ noun a
drug which lowers blood sugar, used in the
treatment of diabetes
chlorthalidone /klɔ θldəυn/ noun a diuretic
ChM abbr Master of Surgery
choana / kəυənə/ noun any opening shaped
like a funnel, especially the one leading from
the nasal cavity to the pharynx (NOTE: The pluchlormethiazole





chloro-

chloroform



chloroma



chloroquine



chlorosis



chlorothiazide





chloroxylenol





chlorpheniramine









chlorpromazine hydrochloride





chlorpropamide



chlorthalidone



ChM

choana



ral is choanae.)

chocolate cyst /tʃɒklət sst/ noun an
ovarian cyst containing old brown blood
choke /tʃəυk/ verb to stop breathing because
the windpipe becomes blocked by a foreign
body or by inhalation of water, or to stop
someone breathing by blocking the windpipe
왍 to choke on (something) to take something
into the windpipe instead of the gullet, so that
the breathing is interrupted 쑗 A piece of bread
made him choke or He choked on a piece of
bread.
choking / tʃəυkŋ/ noun a condition in which
someone is prevented from breathing. 쒁 aschocolate cyst



choke

choking



phyxia
chol- /kɒl/ prefix same as chole- (used before
vowels)
cholaemia /kə li miə/ noun the presence of
chol-

cholaemia



an unusual amount of bile in the blood





cholangiography





cholangiolitis





cholangiopancreatography







cholangitis





chole-

cholecalciferol





cholecystectomy





cholecystitis





cholecystoduodenostomy







cholecystogram





cholecystography





cholecystokinin





cholecystotomy





choledoch-

choledocholithiasis







choledocholithotomy







choledochostomy





choledochotomy



cholelithiasis





lithiasis

cholelithotomy /kɒll θɒtəm/ noun the
surgical removal of gallstones by cutting into
the gall bladder
cholera / kɒlərə/ noun a serious bacterial disease spread through food or water which has
cholelithotomy



cholera
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been infected by Vibrio cholerae 쑗 A cholera
epidemic broke out after the flood.
COMMENT: The infected person experiences
diarrhoea, cramp in the intestines and dehydration. The disease is often fatal and vaccination is only effective for a relatively short period.
choleresis /kə lərəss/ noun the production

chondromalacia









cholestasis



cholesteatoma



cholesterol



COMMENT: Cholesterol is found in brain cells,
the adrenal glands, liver and bile acids. High
levels of cholesterol in the blood are found in
diabetes. Cholesterol is formed by the body,
and high blood cholesterol levels are associated with diets rich in animal fat, such as butter and fat meat. Excess cholesterol can be
deposited in the walls of arteries, causing
atherosclerosis.
cholesterolaemia /kəlestərə lemiə/ noun
cholesterolaemia





a high level of cholesterol in the blood
cholesterosis /kəlestə rəυss/ noun inflammation of the gall bladder with deposits of
cholesterol
cholic acid /kəυlk sd/ noun one of the
bile acids
choline / kəυli n/ noun a compound involved
in fat metabolism and the precursor for acetylcholine
cholinergic /kəυl n! dk/ adjective referring to a neurone or receptor which responds
to acetylcholine
cholinesterase /kəυl nestərez/ noun an
enzyme which breaks down a choline ester
choluria /kəυ ljυəriə/ noun same as biliuria
chondr- /kɒndr/ prefix referring to cartilage
chondritis /kɒn drats/ noun inflammation
of a cartilage
chondroblast / kɒndrəυblst/ noun a cell
from which cartilage develops in an embryo
chondrocalcinosis
/kɒndrəυkls
nəυss/ noun a condition in which deposits of
calcium phosphate are found in articular cartilage
chondrocyte / kɒndrəυsat/ noun a mature
cartilage cell
chondrodysplasia /kɒndrəυds pleziə/
noun a hereditary disorder of cartilage which is
linked to dwarfism
cholesterosis





cholic acid



choline



cholinergic





cholinesterase





choluria



chondr-

chondritis



chondroblast



chondrocalcinosis





chondrocyte



chondrodysplasia









chondrosarcoma

of bile by the liver
choleretic /kɒl retk/ adjective referring to
a substance which increases the production
and flow of bile
cholestasis /kɒl stess/ noun a condition
in which all bile does not pass into the intestine
but some remains in the liver and causes jaundice
cholesteatoma /kəlestiə təυmə/ noun a
cyst containing some cholesterol found in the
middle ear and also in the brain
cholesterol /kə lestərɒl/ noun a fatty substance found in fats and oils, also produced by
the liver and forming an essential part of all
cells






choleretic





chondroma

choleresis



chondrodystrophy
/kɒndrəυ dstrəfi/
noun any disorder of cartilage
chondroma /kɒn drəυmə/ noun a tumour
formed of cartilaginous tissue
chondromalacia /kɒndrəυmə leʃə/ noun
degeneration of the cartilage of a joint
chondrosarcoma /kɒndrəυsɑ kəυmə/
noun a malignant, rapidly growing tumour involving cartilage cells
chorda / kɔ də/ noun a cord or tendon (NOTE:
chondrodystrophy







chorda



The plural is chordae.)

chordae tendineae /kɔ da ten dnia/
plural noun tiny fibrous ligaments in the heart
which attach the edges of some of the valves to
the walls of the ventricles
chordee / kɔ di / noun a painful condition
where the erect penis is curved, a complication
of gonorrhoea
chorditis /kɔ dats/ noun inflammation of
the vocal cords
chordotomy /kɔ dɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to cut a cord such as a nerve pathway
in the spinal cord in order to relieve intractable
pain
chorea /kɔ ri ə/ noun a sudden severe
twitching, usually of the face and shoulders,
which is a symptom of disease of the nervous
system
chorion / kɔ riən/ noun a membrane covering the fertilised ovum
chorionic /kɔ ri ɒnk/ adjective referring to
the chorion
chorionic gonadotrophin /kɔ riɒnk
&əυnədəυ trəυfn/ noun 쏡 human chorionic
chordae tendineae





chordee



chorditis



chordotomy



chorea



chorion



chorionic





chorionic gonadotrophin





gonadotrophin

chorionic villi /kɔ riɒnk vla/ plural noun
tiny finger-like folds in the chorion
chorionic villus sampling /kɔ riɒnk
vləs sɑ mplŋ/ noun an antenatal screening
test carried out by examining cells from the
chorionic villi of the outer membrane surrounding an embryo, which have the same
DNA as the fetus
choroid / kɔ rɔd/ noun the middle layer of
tissue which forms the eyeball, between the
sclera and the retina. See illustration at EYE in
Supplement
choroiditis /kɔ rɔ dats/ noun inflammation of the choroid in the eyeball
choroidocyclitis /kɔ rɔdəυsa klats/
noun inflammation of the choroids and ciliary
body
choroid plexus /kɔ rɔd pleksəs/ noun
part of the pia mater, a network of small blood
vessels in the ventricles of the brain which produce cerebrospinal fluid. See illustration at EYE
in Supplement
Christmas disease / krsməs dzi z/ noun
same as haemophilia B [After Mr Christmas, the
chorionic villi



chorionic villus sampling



choroid



choroiditis





choroidocyclitis







choroid plexus



Christmas disease





person in whom the disease was first studied in
detail]
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Christmas factor / krsməs fktə/ noun
same as Factor IX
chrom- /krəυm/ prefix same as chromoChristmas factor



chrom-

(used before vowels)

-chromasia /krəmeziə/ suffix referring to
colour
chromatid / krəυmətd/ noun one of two
parallel filaments making up a chromosome
chromatin / krəυmətn/ noun a network
which forms the nucleus of a cell and can be
stained with basic dyes
chromatography /krəυmə tɒ&rəfi/ noun a
method of separating chemicals through a porous medium, used in analysing compounds
and mixtures
chromatophore /krəυ mtəfɔ / noun any
pigment-bearing cell in the eyes, hair and skin
chromic acid /krəυmk sd/ noun an unstable acid existing only in solution or in the
form of a salt, sometimes used in the removal
of warts
chromicised
catgut
/krəυmsazd
kt&"t/ noun catgut which is hardened with
chromium to make it slower to dissolve in the
body
chromium / krəυmiəm/ noun a metallic
trace element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
-chromasia

chromatid



chromatin



chromatography





chromatophore



chromic acid



chromicised catgut



chromium



Cr.)

chromo- /krəυməυ/ prefix referring to colour
chromosomal /krəυmə səυm(ə)l/ adjective referring to chromosomes
chromosomal
aberration /krəυmə
səυm(ə)l bə reʃ(ə)n/ noun same as chrochromo-

chromosomal





chromosomal aberration







mosome aberration
chromosome / krəυməsəυm/ noun a rodchromosome



shaped structure in the nucleus of a cell,
formed of DNA, which carries the genes

COMMENT: Each human cell has 46 chromosomes, 23 inherited from each parent. The female has one pair of X chromosomes, and the
male one pair of XY chromosomes, which are
responsible for the sexual difference. Sperm
from a male have either an X or a Y chromosome. If a Y chromosome sperm fertilises the
female’s ovum the child will be male.
chromosome aberration / krəυməsəυm
bəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a change from the usual
chromosome aberration





number or arrangement of chromosomes
chromosome mapping / krəυməsəυm
mpŋ/ noun a procedure by which the position of genes on a chromosome is established
chronic / krɒnk/ adjective 1. referring to a
disease or condition which lasts for a long time
쑗 He has a chronic chest complaint. Opposite
acute 2. referring to serious pain (informal )
chronic abscess /krɒnk bses/ noun an
abscess which develops slowly over a period
of time
chronic appendicitis /krɒnk əpend
sats/ noun a condition in which the vermiform appendix is always slightly inflamed. 쒁
chromosome mapping



chronic



chronic abscess



chronic appendicitis



grumbling appendix





chyluria
chronic catarrhal rhinitis /krɒnk kə
tɑ rəl ra nats/ noun a persistent form of
inflammation of the nose where excess mucus
is secreted by the mucous membrane
chronic fatigue syndrome /krɒnk fə
ti & sndrəυm/ noun same as myalgic enchronic catarrhal rhinitis







chronic fatigue syndrome





cephalomyelitis

chronic glaucoma /krɒnk &lɔ kəυmə/
noun same as open-angle glaucoma
chronic granulomatous disease /
krɒnk &rnjυ ləυmətəs d zi z/ noun a
type of inflammation where macrophages are
converted into epithelial-like cells as a result
of infection, as in tuberculosis or sarcoidosis
chronic obstructive airways disease /
krɒnk əbstr"ktv eəwez d zi z/ noun
Abbr COAD. Now called chronic obstructive
chronic glaucoma





chronic granulomatous disease







chronic obstructive airways disease







pulmonary disease
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
/krɒnk əbstr"ktv p"lmən(ə)ri dzi z/
noun any of a group of progressive respiratory
disorders where someone experiences loss of
lung function and shows little or no response
to steroid or bronchodilator drug treatments,
e.g. emphysema and chronic bronchitis. Abbr






COPD

chronic pancreatitis /krɒnk pŋkriə
tats/ noun a persistent inflammation occurring after repeated attacks of acute pancreatitis, where the gland becomes calcified
chronic periarthritis /krɒnk periɑ
θrats/ noun inflammation of tissues round
the shoulder joint. Also called scapulohumerchronic pancreatitis





chronic periarthritis





al arthritis

chronic pericarditis /krɒnk perikɑ
dats/ noun a condition in which the pericardium becomes thickened and prevents the
heart from functioning normally. Also called
chronic pericarditis





constrictive pericarditis
Chronic Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970

Chronic Sick and Disabled Persons Act
1970 /krɒnk sk ən dseb(ə)ld p! s(ə)nz
kt/ noun an Act of Parliament in the UK
which provides benefits such as alterations to
their homes for people with long-term conditions
chronic toxicity /krɒnk tɒk ssti/ noun
exposure to harmful levels of a toxic substance
over a period of time
chrysotherapy /krasəυ θerəpi/ noun
treatment which involves gold injections
Chvostek’s sign /tʃə vɒsteks san/ noun
an indication of tetany, where a spasm is produced if the facial muscles are tapped
chyle /kal/ noun a fluid in the lymph vessels
in the intestine, which contains fat, especially
after a meal
chylomicron /kaləυ makrɒn/ noun a particle of chyle present in the blood
chyluria /ka ljυəriə/ noun the presence of
chyle in the urine


chronic toxicity





chrysotherapy





Chvostek’s sign



chyle

chylomicron



chyluria
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chyme /kam/ noun a semi-liquid mass of
food and gastric juices, which passes from the
stomach to the intestine
chymotrypsin /kaməυ trpsn/ noun an
enzyme which digests protein
Ci abbr curie
cicatrise / skətraz/, cicatrize verb to heal
and form a scar, or to cause a wound to heal
and form a scar
cicatrix / skətrks/ noun same as scar
-ciclovir /skləvə/ suffix used in the names of
antiviral drugs
-cide /sad/ suffix referring to killing
cilia / sliə/ plural of cilium
ciliary / siliəri/ adjective 1. referring to the
eyelid or eyelashes 2. referring to cilia
ciliary body / sliəri bɒdi/ noun the part of
the eye which connects the iris to the choroid.
See illustration at EYE in Supplement
ciliary ganglion /sliəri &ŋ&liən/ noun a
parasympathetic ganglion in the orbit of the
eye, supplying the intrinsic eye muscles
ciliary muscle / sliəri m"s(ə)l/ noun a
muscle which makes the lens of the eye change
its shape to focus on objects at different distances. See illustration at EYE in Supplement
ciliary processes /sliəri prəυsesz/ plural noun the ridges behind the iris to which the
lens of the eye is attached
ciliated epithelium /slietd ep θi liəm/
noun simple epithelium where the cells have
tiny hairs or cilia
cilium / sliəm/ noun 1. an eyelash 2. one of
many tiny hair-like processes which line cells
in passages in the body and by moving backwards and forwards drive particles or fluid
along the passage (NOTE: The plural is cilia.)
-cillin /sln/ suffix used in the names of penicillin drugs 쑗 amoxycillin
cimetidine /s metdi n/ noun a drug which
reduces the production of stomach acid, used
in peptic ulcer treatment
cimex / sameks/ noun a bedbug or related
insect which feeds on birds, humans and other
mammals (NOTE: The plural is cimices.)
CIN abbr cervical intraepithelial neoplasia
-cin /sn/ suffix referring to aminoglycosides
쑗 gentamicin
cinematics /sn mtks/ noun the science
of movement, especially of body movements
cineplasty / snplsti/ noun an amputation
where the muscles of the stump of the amputated limb are used to operate an artificial limb
cineradiography /sniredi ɒ&rəfi/ noun
the practice of taking a series of X-ray photographs for diagnosis, or to show how something moves or develops in the body
cinesiology /sni si ɒlədi/ noun the study
of muscle movements, particularly in relation
to treatment
chyme

chymotrypsin





Ci

cicatrise



cicatrix



-ciclovir

-cide

cilia



ciliary



ciliary body



ciliary ganglion



ciliary muscle



ciliary processes



ciliated epithelium





cilium



-cillin

cimetidine



cimex



CIN

-cin

cinematics





cineplasty



cineradiography





cinesiology





cingulectomy /sŋ&jυ lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the cingulum
cingulum / sŋ&jυləm/ noun a long curved
bundle of nerve fibres in the cerebrum (NOTE:
cingulectomy





cingulum



The plural is cingula.)
cinnarizine / snərəzi n/ noun an antihistacinnarizine



minic used to treat Ménière’s disease
ciprofloxacin /saprəυ flɒksəsn/ noun a
powerful antibiotic used in eye drops to treat
corneal ulcers and surface infections of the
eye, and in the treatment of anthrax in humans
circadian /s! kediən/ adjective referring to
a pattern which is repeated approximately every 24 hours
circadian rhythm /s! kediən rð(ə)m/
noun same as biological clock
circle of Willis /s! k(ə)l əv wls/ noun a
circle of branching arteries at the base of the
brain formed by the basilar artery, the anterior
and posterior cerebral arteries, the anterior and
posterior communicating arteries and the internal carotid arteries [Described 1664. After
ciprofloxacin





circadian



circadian rhythm



circle of Willis



Thomas Willis (1621–75), English physician and
anatomist.]
circular fold / s! kjυlə fəυld/ noun a large
circular fold



transverse fold of mucous membrane in the
small intestine
circulation /s! kjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun 왍 circulation (of the blood) movement of blood
around the body from the heart through the arteries to the capillaries and back to the heart
through the veins 쑗 She has poor circulation
in her legs. 쑗 Rub your hands to get the circulation going.
circulation





COMMENT: Blood circulates around the body,
carrying oxygen from the lungs and nutrients
from the liver through the arteries and capillaries to the tissues. The capillaries exchange
the oxygen for waste matter such as carbon
dioxide which is taken back to the lungs to be
expelled. At the same time the blood obtains
more oxygen in the lungs to be taken to the
tissues. The circulation pattern is as follows:
blood returns through the veins to the right
atrium of the heart. From there it is pumped
through the right ventricle into the pulmonary
artery, and then into the lungs. From the lungs
it returns through the pulmonary veins to the
left atrium of the heart and is pumped from
there through the left ventricle into the aorta
and from the aorta into the other arteries.
circulatory /s! kjυ let(ə)ri/ adjective recirculatory





ferring to the circulation of the blood
circulatory
system /s! kjυ let(ə)ri
sstəm/ noun a system of arteries and veins,
together with the heart, which makes the blood
circulate around the body
circum- /s! kəm/ prefix around
circumcise / s! kəmsaz/ verb to remove
the foreskin of the penis
circumcision /s! kəm s(ə)n/ noun the
surgical removal of the foreskin of the penis
circulatory system



circum-

circumcise



circumcision
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circumduction /s! kəm d"kʃən/ noun the
action of moving a limb so that the end of it
makes a circular motion
circumflex / s! kəmfleks/ adjective bent or
curved
circumflex artery / s! kəmfleks ɑ təri/
noun a branch of the femoral artery in the upper thigh
circumflex nerve / s! kəmfleks n! v/ noun
a sensory and motor nerve in the upper arm
circumoral /s! kəm ɔ rəl/ adjective referring to rashes surrounding the lips
circumvallate papillae /s! kəmvlet pə
pli / plural noun large papillae at the base of
the tongue, which have taste buds
cirrhosis /sə rəυss/ noun a progressive disease of the liver, often associated with alcoholism, in which healthy cells are replaced by scar
tissue 왍 cirrhosis of the liver hepatocirrhosis,
a condition where some cells of the liver die
and are replaced by hard fibrous tissue
circumduction





circumflex



circumflex artery



circumflex nerve



circumoral





circumvallate papillae





cirrhosis



COMMENT:

Cirrhosis can have many causes:
the commonest cause is alcoholism (alcoholic
cirrhosis or Laennec’s cirrhosis). It can also
be caused by heart disease (cardiac cirrhosis), by viral hepatitis (postnecrotic cirrhosis),
by autoimmune disease (primary biliary cirrhosis) or by obstruction or infection of the bile
ducts (biliary cirrhosis).
cirrhotic /s rɒtk/ adjective referring to cirrhosis 쑗 The patient had a cirrhotic liver.
cirs- /s! s/ prefix referring to dilation
cirsoid / s! sɔd/ adjective referring to a varcirrhotic



cirs-

cirsoid



icose vein which is dilated
cirsoid aneurysm /s! sɔd njərz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which arteries become
swollen and twisted
cisplatin /ss pletn/ noun a chemical substance which may help fight cancer by binding
to DNA. It is used in the treatment of ovarian
and testicular cancer.
cistern / sstən/, cisterna /s st! nə/ noun a
space containing fluid
cisterna magna /s st! nə m&nə/ noun a
large space containing cerebrospinal fluid, situated underneath the cerebellum and behind
the medulla oblongata
citric acid /strk sd/ noun an acid found
in fruit such as oranges, lemons and grapefruit
citric acid cycle /strk sd sak(ə)l/
noun an important series of events concerning
amino acid metabolism, which takes place in
the mitochondria in the cell. Also called Krebs
cirsoid aneurysm



cisplatin



cistern





cisterna magna



citric acid



citric acid cycle



cycle

citrullinaemia /strυl ni miə/ noun a deficiency of an enzyme which helps break down
proteins
citrulline / strυli n, strυlan/ noun an
amino acid
CJD abbr Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
cl abbr centilitre
citrullinaemia





citrulline



CJD

cl



clear
clamp /klmp/ noun a surgical instrument to
hold something tightly, e.g. a blood vessel during an operation 쐽 verb to hold something
tightly
clap /klp/ noun same as gonorrhoea (slang)
classic / klsk/ adjective referring to a typically well-known symptom 쑗 She showed
classic heroin withdrawal symptoms: sweating, fever, sleeplessness and anxiety.
classification /klsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
work of putting references or components into
order so as to be able to refer to them again and
identify them easily 쑗 the ABO classification
of blood
classify / klsfa/ verb to put references or
components into order so as to be able to refer
to them again and identify them easily 쑗 The
medical records are classified under the surname of the patient. 쑗 Blood groups are classified according to the ABO system.
claudication /klɔ d keʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact
of limping or being lame
clamp

clap

classic



classification





classify



claudication





COMMENT: At first, the person limps after having walked a short distance, then finds walking progressively more difficult and finally impossible. The condition improves after rest.
claustrophobia /klɔ strə fəυbiə/ noun a
claustrophobia





fear of enclosed spaces or crowded rooms.
Compare agoraphobia
claustrophobic /klɔ strə fəυbk/ adjective
afraid of being in enclosed spaces or crowded
rooms. Compare agoraphobic
clavicle / klvk(ə)l/ noun same as collarclaustrophobic





clavicle



bone

clavicular /klə vkjυlə/ adjective referring to
the clavicle
clavus / klevəs/ noun 1. a corn on the foot 2.
severe pain in the head, like a nail being driven
in
claw foot /klɔ fυt/ noun a deformed foot
with the toes curved towards the instep and
with a very high arch. Also called pes cavus
claw hand /klɔ hnd/ noun a deformed
hand with the fingers, especially the ring finger and little finger, bent towards the palm,
caused by paralysis of the muscles
clean /kli n/ adjective 1. free from dirt, waste
products or unwanted substances 2. sterile or
free from infection 쑗 a clean dressing 쑗 a
clean wound 3. not using recreational drugs
cleanliness / klenlinəs/ noun the state of being clean 쑗 The report praised the cleanliness
of the hospital kitchen.
clear /klə/ adjective 1. easily understood 쑗
The doctor made it clear that he wanted the
patient to have a home help. 쑗 The words on
the medicine bottle are not very clear. 2. not
cloudy and easy to see through 쑗 a clear glass
bottle 쑗 The urine sample was clear. 3. 왍 clear
of free from 쑗 The area is now clear of infection. 쐽 verb to take away a blockage 쑗 The inhalant will clear your blocked nose. 쑗 He is on
clavicular



clavus



claw foot



claw hand



clean

cleanliness



clear
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antibiotics to try to clear the congestion in his
lungs.
clear up /klər "p/ verb to get better 쑗 His
infection should clear up within a few days. 쑗
I hope your cold clears up before the holiday.
cleavage / kli vd/ noun the repeated division of cells in an embryo
cleavage lines plural noun same as Langer’s
clear up



cleavage



cleavage lines

lines

cleft /kleft/ noun a small opening or hollow
place in a surface or body part 쐽 adjective referring to a surface or body part which has separated into two or more sections
cleft foot /kleft fυt/ noun same as talipes
cleft lip /kleft lp/ noun a congenital condition in which the upper lip fails to form in the
usual way during fetal development. Also
called harelip
cleft palate /kleft plət/ noun a congenital
condition in which the palate does not fuse
during fetal development, causing a gap between the mouth and nasal cavity in severe
cases
cleft

cleft foot



cleft lip



cleft palate



COMMENT: A cleft palate is usually associated
with a cleft lip. Both can be successfully corrected by surgery.
cleido- /kladəυ/ prefix referring to the clavicleido-

cle
cleidocranial dysostosis /kladəυkreniəl
dsɒs təυss/ noun a hereditary bone malformation, with protruding jaw, lack of collarbone and malformed teeth
clerking / klɑ kŋ/ noun the practice of writing down the details of a person on admission
to a hospital (informal )
client / klaənt/ noun a person visited by a
health visitor or social worker
climacteric /kla mktərk/ noun 1. same as
menopause 2. a period of diminished sexual
activity in a man who reaches middle age
climax / klamks/ noun 1. an orgasm 2. the
point where a disease is at its worst 쐽 verb to
have an orgasm
clindamycin /klndə masn/ noun a powerful antibiotic used to treat severe infections
and acne
clinic / klnk/ noun 1. a small hospital or a
department in a large hospital which deals
only with out-patients or which specialises in
the treatment of particular medical conditions
쑗 He is being treated in a private clinic. 쑗 She
was referred to an antenatal clinic. 2. a group
of students under a doctor or surgeon who examine patients and discuss their treatment
clinical / klnk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the physical assessment and treatment of patients by doctors, as opposed to a surgical operation, a laboratory test or experiment 2. referring to instruction given to students at the
bedside of patients as opposed to class instruction with no patient present 3. referring to a
clinic
cleidocranial dysostosis





clerking



client



climacteric



climax



clindamycin



clinic



clinical





‘…we studied 69 patients who met the clinical and
laboratory criteria of definite MS’ [Lancet]
‘…the allocation of students to clinical areas is for
their educational needs and not for service requirements’ [Nursing Times]
clinical audit /klnk(ə)l ɔ dt/ noun an
clinical audit



evaluation of the standard of clinical care
clinical care /klnk(ə)l keə/ noun the care
and treatment of patients in hospital wards or
in doctors’ surgeries
clinical effectiveness /klnk(ə)l  fek
tvnəs/ noun the ability of a procedure or
treatment to achieve the desired result
clinical
governance
/klnk(ə)l
&"v(ə)nəns/ noun the responsibility given to
doctors to coordinate audit, research, education, use of guidelines and risk management to
develop a strategy to raise the quality of medical care
clinically / klnkli/ adverb using information
gathered from the treatment of patients in a
hospital ward or in the doctor’s surgery 쑗
Smallpox is now clinically extinct.
clinical
medicine
/klnk(ə)l
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the study and treatment of
patients in a hospital ward or in the doctor’s
surgery, as opposed to in the operating theatre
or laboratory
clinical nurse manager /klnk(ə)l n! s
mndə/ noun the administrative manager
of the clinical nursing staff of a hospital
clinical nurse specialist /klnk(ə)l n! s
speʃ(ə)lst/ noun a nurse who specialises in a
particular branch of clinical care
clinical pathology /klnk(ə)l pə θɒlədi/
noun the study of disease as applied to the
treatment of patients
clinical psychologist /klnk(ə)l sa
kɒlədst/ noun a psychologist who studies
and treats sick patients in hospital
clinical thermometer /klnk(ə)l θə
mɒmtə/ noun a thermometer used in a hospital or by a doctor for measuring a person’s
body temperature
clinical trial /klnk(ə)l traəl/ noun a trial
carried out in a medical laboratory on a person
or on tissue from a person
clinician /kl nʃ(ə)n/ noun a doctor, usually
not a surgeon, who has considerable experience in treating patients
clinodactyly /klanəυ dktli/ noun the
permanent bending of a finger to one side
clip /klp/ noun a piece of metal with a spring,
used to attach things together
clitoris / kltərs/ noun a small erectile female sex organ, situated at the anterior angle of
the vulva, which can be excited by sexual activity. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(FEMALE) in Supplement
cloaca /kləυ ekə/ noun the end part of the
hindgut in an embryo
clinical care



clinical effectiveness





clinical governance



clinically



clinical medicine



clinical nurse manager



clinical nurse specialist



clinical pathology





clinical psychologist





clinical thermometer



clinical trial



clinician



clinodactyly



clip

clitoris



cloaca
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clomipramine /kləυ mprəmi n/ noun a
drug used to treat depression, phobias and obsessive-compulsive disorder
clonazepam /kləυ nzpm/ noun a drug
used to treat epilepsy
clone /kləυn/ noun a group of cells derived
from a single cell by asexual reproduction and
so identical to the first cell 쐽 verb to reproduce
an individual organism by asexual means
clonic / klɒnk/ adjective 1. referring to
clonus 2. having spasmodic contractions
clonic spasms /klɒnk spz(ə)mz/ plural
noun spasms which recur regularly
clonidine / klɒndi n/ noun a drug which relaxes and widens the arteries, used in the treatment of hypertension, migraine headaches and
heart failure
cloning / kləυnŋ/ noun the reproduction of
an individual organism by asexual means
clonorchiasis /kləυnə kaəss/ noun a liver
condition, common in the Far East, caused by
the fluke Clonorchis sinensis
clonus / kləυnəs/ noun the rhythmic contraction and relaxation of a muscle, usually a sign
of upper motor neurone lesions
close /kləυz/ verb 1. to become covered with
new tissue as part of the healing process 2. to
fix together the sides of a wound after surgery
to allow healing to take place
closed fracture /kləυzd frktʃə/ noun
same as simple fracture
Clostridium /klɒ strdiəm/ noun a type of
bacteria
clomipramine



clonazepam



clone

clonic



clonic spasms



clonidine



cloning



clonorchiasis





clonus



close

closed fracture



Clostridium



COMMENT: Species of Clostridium cause botulism, tetanus and gas gangrene.
clot /klɒt/ noun a soft mass of coagulated
blood in a vein or an artery 쑗 The doctor diagnosed a blood clot in the brain. 쑗 Blood clots
occur in thrombosis. 쐽 verb to change from a
clot

liquid to a semi-solid state, or to cause a liquid
to do this 쑗 His blood does not clot easily.
(NOTE: clotting – clotted)
clotrimazole /klɒ trməzəυl/ noun a drug
clotrimazole



used to treat yeast and fungal infections
clotting / klɒtŋ/ noun the action of coagulating
clotting factors /klɒtŋ fktəz/ plural
noun substances in plasma, called Factor I,
Factor II, and so on, which act one after the
other to make the blood coagulate when a
blood vessel is damaged
clotting



clotting factors



COMMENT:

Deficiency in one or more of the
clotting factors results in haemophilia.
clotting time / klɒtŋ tam/ noun the time
clotting time



taken for blood to coagulate under usual conditions. Also called coagulation time
cloud /klaυd/ noun the disturbed sediment in
a liquid
cloudy / klaυdi/ adjective referring to liquid
which is not transparent but which has an
opaque substance in it
cloud

cloudy



coarse tremor
clubbing / kl"bŋ/ noun a thickening of the
ends of the fingers and toes, a sign of many different diseases
club foot /kl"b fυt/ noun same as talipes
cluster / kl"stə/ noun 1. a group of small
items which cling together 2. a significant subset in a statistical sample, e.g. of numbers of
people affected by a particular disease or condition
cluster headache / kl"stə hedek/ noun a
headache which occurs behind one eye for a
short period
Clutton’s joint / kl"t(ə)nz dɔnt/ noun a
swollen knee joint occurring in congenital
syphilis [Described 1886. After Henry Hugh
clubbing



club foot



cluster



cluster headache



Clutton’s joint



Clutton (1850–1909), surgeon at St Thomas’s
Hospital, London, UK.]
cm abbr centimetre
CMHN abbr community mental health nurse
CM joint /si em dɔnt/ plural noun same as
carpometacarpal joint
CMO abbr Chief Medical Officer
CMV abbr cytomegalovirus
C/N abbr charge nurse
CNS abbr central nervous system
COAD abbr chronic obstructive airways discm

CMHN

CM joint



CMO

CMV

C/N

CNS

COAD

ease
coagulant /kəυ &jυlənt/ noun a substance
which can make blood clot
coagulase /kəυ &jυlez/ noun an enzyme
produced by a staphylococcal bacteria which
makes blood plasma clot
coagulate /kəυ &jυlet/ verb to change
from liquid to semi-solid, or cause a liquid to
do this 쑗 His blood does not coagulate easily.
coagulant



coagulase



coagulate



쒁 clot

COMMENT: Blood coagulates when fibrinogen,
a protein in the blood, converts into fibrin under the influence of the enzyme thrombokinase.
coagulation /kəυ&jυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
coagulation





action of clotting
coagulation time /kəυ&ju leʃ(ə)n tam/
noun same as clotting time
coagulum /kəυ &jυləm/ noun same as
coagulation time



coagulum



blood clot (NOTE: The plural is coagula.)
coalesce /kəυə les/ verb to combine, or to
coalesce





cause things to combine, into a single body or
group
coalescence /kəυə les(ə)ns/ noun the
process by which wound edges come together
when healing
coarctation /kəυɑ k teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of narrowing 왍 coarctation of the
aorta congenital narrowing of the aorta, which
results in high blood pressure in the upper part
of the body and low blood pressure in the lower part
coarse tremor /kɔ s tremə/ noun severe
trembling
coalescence





coarctation





coarse tremor
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coat /kəυt/ noun a layer of material covering
an organ or a cavity 쐽 verb to cover something
with something else
coated tongue /kəυtd t"ŋ/ noun same as
coat

coated tongue



furred tongue
coating / kəυtŋ/ noun a thin covering 쑗 a
coating



pill with a sugar coating
cobalt / kəυbɔ lt/ noun a metallic element


(NOTE: The chemical symbol is Co.)
cobalt 60 /kəυbɔ lt sksti/ noun a radioaccobalt 60



cocaine



cocci



coccidioidomycosis



coccus



COMMENT: Cocci grow together in groups: either in clusters (staphylococci) or in long
chains (streptococci).
coccy- /kɒksi/ prefix referring to the coccyx
coccydynia /kɒksi dniə/ noun a sharp pain
coccy-

coccydynia





in the coccyx, usually caused by a blow. Also
called coccygodynia
coccygeal vertebrae /kɒksdiəl v! t*
bre/ plural noun the fused bones in the coccyx
coccyges /kɒk sadi z/ plural of coccyx
coccygodynia /kɒksi&əυ dniə/ noun
same as coccydynia
coccyx / kɒksks/ noun the lowest bone in
the backbone (NOTE: The plural is coccyges.)
coccygeal vertebrae



coccyges



coccygodynia





coccyx



COMMENT:

The coccyx is a rudimentary tail
made of four bones which have fused together into a bone in the shape of a triangle.
cochlea / kɒkliə/ noun a spiral tube inside
cochlea



the inner ear, which is the essential organ of
hearing. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
(NOTE: The plural is cochleae.)
COMMENT: Sounds are transmitted as vibrations to the cochlea from the ossicles through
the oval window. The lymph fluid in the cochlea passes the vibrations to the organ of Corti
which in turn is connected to the auditory
nerve.
cochlear / kɒkliə/ adjective referring to the
cochlear



cochlea
cochlear duct / kɒkliə d"kt/ noun a spiral
channel in the cochlea
cochlear implant /kɒkliə mplɑ nt/ noun
a type of hearing aid for profound hearing loss
cochlear nerve / kɒklə n! v/ noun a division of the auditory nerve
Cochrane database /kɒkrən detəbes/
noun a database of regular reviews carried out
on research
code /kəυd/ noun 1. a system of numbers, letters or symbols used to represent language or
cochlear duct



cochlear implant



cochlear nerve



Cochrane database



code



code of conduct

tive isotope which is used in radiotherapy to
treat cancer
cocaine /kəυ ken/ noun a narcotic drug not
generally used in medicine because its use
leads to addiction, but sometimes used as a
surface anaesthetic
cocci / kɒki/ plural of coccus
coccidioidomycosis /kɒksdiɔdəυma
kəυss/ noun a lung disease, caused by inhaling spores of the fungus Coccidioides immitis
coccus / kɒkəs/ noun a bacterium shaped
like a ball (NOTE: The plural is cocci.)


codeine



cobalt



information 2. same as genetic code 쐽 verb 1.
to convert instructions or data into another
form 2. (of a codon or gene) to provide the genetic information which causes a specific amino acid to be produced 쑗 Genes are sections of
DNA that code for a specific protein sequence.
codeine / kəυdi n/, codeine phosphate /
kəυdi n fɒsfet/ noun a common painkilling
drug that can also be used to suppress coughing and in the treatment of diarrhoea
code of conduct /kəυd əv kɒnd"kt/ noun
a set of general rules showing how a group of
people such as doctors or nurses should work
cod liver oil /kɒd lvər ɔl/ noun a fish oil
which is rich in calories and vitamins A and D
-coele /si l/ suffix referring to a hollow (NOTE:


cod liver oil



-coele

The US spelling is usually -cele.)
coeli- /si li/ prefix same as coelio- (used before vowels) (NOTE: The US spelling is usually
celi-.)
coeliac / si lik/ adjective referring to the abcoeli-

coeliac



domen
coeliac artery /si lik ɑ təri/, coeliac axis
/si lik kss/ noun the main artery in the
abdomen leading from the abdominal aorta
and dividing into the left gastric, hepatic and
splenic arteries. Also called coeliac trunk
coeliac disease /si lik d zi z/ noun
same as gluten-induced enteropathy
coeliac ganglion /si lik &ŋ&liən/ noun
a ganglion on each side of the origins of the diaphragm, connected with the coeliac plexus
coeliac plexus /si lik pleksəs/ noun a
network of nerves in the abdomen, behind the
stomach
coeliac trunk /si lik tr"ŋk/ noun same as
coeliac artery





coeliac disease





coeliac ganglion



coeliac plexus



coeliac trunk



coeliac artery
coelio- /si liəυ/ prefix referring to a hollow,
usually the abdomen (NOTE: The US spelling is
usually celio-.)
coelioscopy /si li ɒskəpi/ noun an examicoelio-

coelioscopy





nation of the peritoneal cavity by inflating the
abdomen with sterile air and passing an endoscope through the abdominal wall (NOTE: The
plural is coelioscopies.)

coelom / si ləm/ noun a body cavity in an
embryo, which divides to form the thorax and
abdomen (NOTE: The plural is coeloms or coecoelom



lomata.)

coffee ground vomit / kɒfi &raυnd
vɒmt/ noun vomit containing dark pieces of
blood, indicating that the person is bleeding
from the stomach or upper intestine
cognition /kɒ& nʃ(ə)n/ noun the mental action or process of gaining knowledge by using
your mind or your senses, or knowledge
gained in this way
cognitive / kɒ&ntv/ adjective referring to
the mental processes of perception, memory,
judgment and reasoning 쑗 a cognitive impairment
coffee ground vomit



cognition



cognitive
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cognitive disorder /kɒ&ntv ds ɔ də/
noun impairment of any of the mental processes of perception, memory, judgment and reasoning
cognitive therapy /kɒ&ntv θerɑpi/ noun
a treatment of psychiatric disorders such as
anxiety or depression which encourages people to deal with their negative ways of thinking
cohort / kəυhɔ t/ noun a group of people
sharing a particular characteristic such as age
or gender who are studied in a scientific or
medical investigation
cohort study / kəυhɔ t st"di/ noun an investigation in which a group of people are
classified according to their exposure to various risks and studied over a period of time to
see if they develop a specific disease, in order
to evaluate the links between risk and disease
coil /kɔl/ noun a device fitted into a woman’s
uterus as a contraceptive
coinfection /kəυn fekʃ(ə)n/ noun infection with two or more diseases or viruses at the
same time
coital / kəυt(ə)l/ adjective referring to sexual
intercourse
coitus / kəυtəs/, coition /kəυ ʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as sexual intercourse
coitus interruptus /kəυtəs ntə r"ptəs/
noun removal of the penis from the vagina before ejaculation, sometimes used as a method
of contraception although it is not very efficient
cold /kəυld/ adjective not warm or hot 쐽 noun
an illness, with inflammation of the nasal passages, in which someone sneezes and coughs
and has a blocked and running nose 쑗 She had
a heavy cold. Also called common cold, cocognitive disorder





cognitive therapy



cohort



cohort study



coil

coinfection





coital



coitus





coitus interruptus





cold

ryza

Colles’ fracture
colectomy /kə lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the whole or part of the colon (NOTE: The plural is colectomies.)
colic / kɒlk/ noun 1. pain in any part of the
intestinal tract. Also called enteralgia, tormina 2. crying and irritability in babies, especially from stomach pains
colectomy



colic



COMMENT: Although colic can refer to pain
caused by indigestion, it can also be caused
by stones in the gall bladder or kidney.
colicky / kɒlki/ adjective referring to colic 쑗
colicky



She had colicky pains in her abdomen.
coliform bacterium /kəυlifɔ m bk
təriəm/ plural noun any bacterium which is
similar to Escherichia coli
colistin /kɒ lstn/ noun an antibiotic which
is effective against a wide range of organisms
and is used to treat gastrointestinal infections
colitis /kə lats/ noun inflammation of the
colon. Also called colonitis
collagen / kɒlədən/ noun a thick protein fibre forming bundles, which make up the connective tissue, bone and cartilage
collagen disease / kɒlədən dzi z/ noun
any disease of the connective tissue
coliform bacterium





colistin



colitis



collagen



collagen disease





COMMENT: Collagen diseases include rheumatic fever, rheumatoid arthritis, periarteritis
nodosa, scleroderma and dermatomyositis.
collagenous /kə ldnəs/ adjective 1. containing collagen 2. referring to collagen discollagenous



ease
collapse /kə lps/ noun 1. a condition in
which someone is extremely exhausted or
semi-conscious 쑗 She was found in a state of
collapse. 2. a condition in which an organ becomes flat or loses air 쑗 lung collapse 쐽 verb
1. to fall down in a semi-conscious state 쑗 After running to catch his train he collapsed. 2.
to become flat, or lose air
collapsed lung /kə lpsd l"ŋ/ noun same
as pneumothorax
collarbone / kɒləbəυn/ noun one of two
long thin bones which join the shoulder blades
to the breastbone. Also called clavicle (NOTE:
collapse



collapsed lung

COMMENT:

A cold usually starts with a virus infection which causes inflammation of the mucous membrane in the nose and throat.
Symptoms include running nose, cough and
loss of taste and smell. Coronaviruses have
been identified in people with colds, but there
is no cure for a cold at present.
cold burn / kəυld b! n/ noun an injury to the
cold burn



skin caused by exposure to extreme cold or by
touching a very cold surface
cold cautery /kəυld kɔ təri/ noun the removal of a skin growth using carbon dioxide
snow
cold compress /kəυld kɒmpres/ noun a
wad of cloth soaked in cold water, used to relieve a headache or bruise
cold pack / kəυld pk/ noun a cloth or a pad
filled with gel or clay which is chilled and put
on the body to reduce or increase the temperature
cold sore / kəυld sɔ / noun a painful blister,
usually on the lips or nose, caused by herpes
simplex Type I
cold cautery

cold compress

cold pack



cold sore





collarbone



Collarbone fracture is one of the most frequent
fractures in the body.)
collateral /kə lt(ə)rəl/ adjective secondary
collateral



or less important

‘…embolisation of the coeliac axis is an effective
treatment for severe bleeding in the stomach or duodenum, localized by endoscopic examination. A
good collateral blood supply makes occlusion of a
single branch of the coeliac axis safe.’
[British Medical Journal]
collateral circulation /kəlt(ə)rəl s! kjυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun an enlargement of some seccollateral circulation





ondary blood vessels as a response when the
main vessels become slowly blocked
collection chamber /kə lekʃən tʃembə/
noun a section of the heart where blood collects before being pumped out
Colles’ fracture / kɒls(z) frktʃə/ noun
a fracture of the lower end of the radius with
collection chamber



Colles’ fracture
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displacement of the wrist backwards, usually
when someone has stretched out a hand to try
to break a fall [After Abraham Colles (1773–
1843), Irish surgeon]
colliculus /kə lkjυləs/ noun one of four
colliculus



small projections (superior colliculi and inferior colliculi) in the midbrain. See illustration
at BRAIN in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is col-

liculi.)

colostomy bag /kə lɒstəmi b&/ noun a
bag attached to the opening made by a colostomy, to collect faeces as they are passed out of
the body
colostrum /kə lɒstrəm/ noun a fluid rich in
antibodies and low in fat, secreted by the
mother’s breasts at the birth of a baby, before
the true milk starts to flow
colour blindness / k"lə blandnəs/ noun a
condition of being unable to tell the difference
between specific colours
colostomy bag



colostrum



colour blindness

collodion /kə ləυdiən/ noun a liquid used for
painting on a clean wound, where it dries to
form a flexible covering
colloid / kɒlɔd/ noun 1. a mass of tiny particles of one substance dispersed in another substance 2. the particles which are suspended in
a colloid 3. a thick jelly-like substance which
stores hormones, produced in the thyroid
gland 쐽 adjective relating to or resembling a
colloid 쑗 colloid acne
collyrium /kə lriəm/ noun a solution used to
bathe the eyes (NOTE: The plural is collyria.)
colo- /kɒləυ/ prefix referring to the colon
coloboma /kɒləυ bəυmə/ noun a condition
in which part of the eye, especially part of the
iris, is missing
colon / kəυlɒn/ noun the main part of the
large intestine, running from the caecum at the
end of the small intestine to the rectum
collodion



colloid



collyrium



colo-

coloboma





colon



COMMENT:



COMMENT: Colour blindness is a condition
which almost never occurs in women. The
commonest form is the inability to tell the difference between red and green. The Ishihara
test is used to test for colour blindness.
colour index / k"lər ndeks/ noun the ratio
colour index



between the amount of haemoglobin and the
number of red blood cells in a specific amount
of blood
colouring / k"lərŋ mtə/, colouring matter noun a substance which colours an organ
colp- /kɒlp/ prefix same as colpo- (used before
colouring



colp-

vowels)

colpitis /kɒl pats/ noun same as vaginitis
colpo- /kɒlpəυ/ prefix referring to the vagina
colpocele / kɒlpəsi l/ noun same as colpopcolpitis



colpo-

colpocele



tosis

The colon is about 1.35 metres in
length, and rises from the end of the small intestine up the right side of the body, then
crosses beneath the stomach and drops down
the left side of the body to end as the rectum.
In the colon, water is extracted from the waste
material which has passed through the small
intestine, leaving only the faeces which are
pushed forward by peristaltic movements and
passed out of the body through the rectum.
colonic /kə lɒnk/ adjective referring to the

colpocystitis /kɒlpəυs stats/ noun inflammation of both the vagina and the urinary
bladder
colpocystopexy /kɒlpə sstəpeksi/ noun a
surgical operation to lift and stitch the vagina
and bladder to the abdominal wall (NOTE: The

colonic irrigation

(NOTE: The plural is colpohysterectomies.)
colpopexy / kɒlpəpeksi/ noun a surgical op-

colonic



colon
colonic irrigation /kəlɒnk r &eʃ(ə)n/
noun the washing out of the contents of the
large intestine using a tube inserted in the anus
colonitis /kɒlə nats/ noun same as colitis
colonoscope /kə lɒnəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument for examining the interior of the
colon
colonoscopy /kɒlə nɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of the colon, using a
colonoscope passed through the rectum (NOTE:




colonitis





colonoscope



colonoscopy





The plural is colonoscopies.)
colony / kɒləni/ noun a group or culture of
colony



microorganisms
colorectal /kəυləυ rekt(ə)l/ adjective referring to both the colon and rectum
colostomy /kə lɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening between the colon
and the abdominal wall to allow faeces to be
passed out without going through the rectum
colorectal





colostomy



(NOTE: The plural is colostomies.)
COMMENT: A colostomy is carried out when the
colon or rectum is blocked, or where part of
the colon or rectum has had to be removed.

colpocystitis





colpocystopexy





plural is colpocystopexies.)

colpohysterectomy
/kɒlpəυhstə
rektəmi/ noun a surgical operation in which
the womb is removed through the vagina
colpohysterectomy





colpopexy



eration to fix a prolapsed vagina to the abdominal wall (NOTE: The plural is colpopexies.)
colpoplasty / kɒlpəplsti/ noun a surgical
operation to repair a damaged vagina (NOTE:
colpoplasty



The plural is colpoplasties.)
colpoptosis /kɒlpə təυss/ noun a prolapse
of the walls of the vagina. Also called colpocele (NOTE: The plural is colpoptoses.)
colporrhaphy /kɒl pɒrəfi/ noun a surgical
operation to stitch a prolapsed vagina (NOTE:
The plural is colporraphies.)
colposcope / kɒlpəυskəυp/ noun a surgical
colpoptosis





colporrhaphy



colposcope



instrument used to examine the inside of the
vagina. Also called vaginoscope
colposcopy /kɒl pɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of the vagina (NOTE: The
colposcopy



plural is colposcopies.)

colposuspension
/kɒlpəυsə spenʃən/
noun a surgical operation to strengthen the pelvic floor muscles to prevent incontinence
colposuspension
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colpotomy /kɒl pɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make a cut in the vagina (NOTE: The
colpotomy



plural is colpotomies.)

column / kɒləm/ noun 쏡 vertebral column
columnar /kə l"mnə/ adjective shaped like a
column
columnar cell /kə l"mnə sel/ noun a type of
epithelial cell shaped like a column
coma / kəυmə/ noun a state of unconsciousness from which a person cannot be awakened
by external stimuli
column



columnar



columnar cell



coma



COMMENT: A coma can have many causes:
head injuries, diabetes, stroke or drug overdose. A coma is often fatal, but a patient may
continue to live in a coma for a long time, even
several months, before dying or regaining
consciousness.
comatose / kəυmətəυs/ adjective 1. unconscious or in a coma 2. like a coma
combined therapy /kəmband θerəpi/
comatose



combined therapy



noun the use of two or more treatments at the

same time
comedo / kɒmdəυ/ noun a small point of
dark, hard matter in a sebaceous follicle, often
found associated with acne on the skin of adolescents (NOTE: The plural is comedones.)
come down with /k"m daυn wθ/ verb to
catch a cold, flu or other minor illness
comedo



come down with



(informal )

come out in /k"m aυt n/ verb to have
something such as spots or a rash appear on the
skin (informal )
come round /k"m raυnd/ verb to regain
consciousness, e.g. after being knocked out
comfort / k"mfət/ verb to help make someone less anxious or unhappy, especially when
something bad has just happened
comfortable / k"mf(ə)təb(ə)l/ adjective in a
stable physical condition
comforter / k"mfətə/ noun 1. someone who
helps to make another person less anxious or
unhappy 2. a baby’s dummy
commando
operation /kə mɑ ndəυ
ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/, commando procedure /kə
mɑ ndəυ prəsi də/ noun a major operation
to combat cancer of the face and neck. It involves the removal of facial features, which
are later rebuilt.
commensal /kə mens(ə)l/ noun an animal
or plant which lives on another animal or plant
but does not harm it in any way. Both may benefit from the association. 쑗 Candida is a commensal in the mouths of 50% of healthy adults.
come out in



come round



comfort



comfortable



comforter



commando operation







commensal



(NOTE: If a commensal causes harm, it is a parasite.) 쐽 adjective living on another animal or

plant
comminuted
fracture /kɒmnju td
frktʃə/ noun a fracture where the bone is
broken in several places
Commission for Health Improvement in
the UK, the independent inspection body for
the National Health Service, with the role of
comminuted fracture



Commission for Health Improvement

communicable disease
helping to raise standards of patient care. It
aims to identify where improvement is required and share good practice. Abbr CHI
commissure / kɒmsjυə/ noun a structure
which joins two similar tissues, e.g. a group of
nerves which crosses from one part of the central nervous system to another. 쒁 corpus callocommissure



sum, grey commissure, white commissure
commit /kə mt/ verb to arrange legally for
commit



someone to enter a mental health facility, perhaps without the person’s consent
commitment /kə mtmənt/ noun an act of
legally making someone enter a mental health
facility
Committee on Safety of Medicines /kə
mti ɒn sefti əv med(ə)snz/ noun the official body which advises the British Government on the safety and quality of medicines
commode /kə məυd/ noun a special chair
with a removable basin used as a toilet by people with limited mobility
common / kɒmən/ adjective 1. frequently occurring 2. shared 왍 (in) common belonging to
more than one thing or person 쑗 These viral
diseases have several symptoms in common.
common bile duct /kɒmən bal d"kt/
noun a duct leading to the duodenum, formed
of the hepatic and cystic ducts
common carotid artery /kɒmən kə rɒtd
ɑ təri/ noun the main artery running up each
side of the lower part of the neck. Also called
commitment



Committee on Safety of Medicines



commode



common



common bile duct



common carotid artery





carotid

common cold /kɒmən kəυld/ noun same
as cold
common hepatic duct /kɒmən h ptk
d"kt/ noun a duct from the liver formed when
the right and left hepatic ducts join
common iliac artery /kɒmən lik
ɑ təri/ noun one of two arteries which branch
from the aorta in the abdomen and in turn divide into the internal iliac artery, leading to the
pelvis, and the external iliac artery, leading to
the leg
common iliac vein /kɒmən lik ven/
noun one of the veins draining the legs, pelvis
and abdomen, which unite to form the inferior
vena cava
common salt /kɒmən sɔ lt/ noun a white
powder used to make food, especially meat,
fish and vegetables, taste better. Also called
common cold



common hepatic duct





common iliac artery



common iliac vein



common salt



sodium chloride
COMMENT: Too much salt in the diet is to be
avoided, as it is implicated in hypertension.
Persistent diarrhoea or vomiting can lead to a
dangerous loss of salt from the body.
common wart /kɒmən wɔ t/ noun a wart
common wart



which appears mainly on the hands
communicable
disease
/kə
mju nkəb(ə)l d zi z/ noun a disease which
can be passed from one person to another or
from an animal to a person. 쒁 contagious discommunicable disease





ease, infectious disease
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communicating artery /kə mju nketŋ
ɑ təri/ noun one of the arteries which connect
the blood supply from each side of the brain,
forming part of the circle of Willis
community /kə mju nti/ noun a group of
people who live and work in a district 쑗 The
health services serve the local community.
community care /kəmju nti keə/ noun
the providing of help to people such as those
who are elderly or mentally ill in order to allow them to stay in their own homes, rather
than requiring them to be cared for in hospitals
or care homes
community health /kəmju nti helθ/
noun the health of a local community, or provision of services for a local community
community health council /kəmju nti
helθ kaυnsəl/ noun a statutory body of interested people from outside the medical professions charged with putting forward the patients’ point of view on local health issues.
Abbr CHC
community hospital /kə mju nti hɒs
pt(ə)l/ noun a hospital serving a local community
community
medicine
/kə mju nti
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the study of medical practice which examines groups of people and the
health of the community, including housing,
pollution and other environmental factors
community mental health nurse /kə
mju nti ment(ə)l helθ n! s/ noun a specialist nurse who works in a particular district
visiting people in the area with mental health
problems. Abbr CMHN
community midwife /kəmju nti md*
waf/ noun a midwife who works in a community as part of a primary health care team
community nurse /kəmju nti n! s/ noun
a nurse who treats people in a local community
community psychiatric nurse /kə
mju nti saki trk/ noun . Also called
community mental health nurse. Abbr CPN
community services /kəmju nti s! vsz/
plural noun nursing services which are available to the community
community trust /kəmju nti tr"st/ noun
an independent non-profit-making body set up
to represent an area of public concern
compact bone /kɒmpkt bəυn/ noun a
type of bone tissue which forms the hard outer
layer of a bone. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement
compatibility /kəmpt blti/ noun 1. the
ability of two drugs not to interfere with each
other when administered together 2. the ability
of a body to accept organs, tissue or blood
from another person and not to reject them
compatible /kəm ptb(ə)l/ adjective able
to function together without being rejected 쑗
The surgeons are trying to find a compatible
communicating artery



community



community care



community health



community health council



community hospital



community medicine



community mental health nurse



community midwife



community nurse



community psychiatric nurse





community services



community trust



compact bone



compatibility



compatible





donor or a donor with a compatible blood
group.
compensate / kɒmpənset/ verb 1. to give
someone an amount of money or something
else to pay for loss or damage 2. (of an organ)
to make good the failure of an organ by making another organ, or the undamaged parts of
the same organ, function at a higher level 쑗
The heart has to beat more strongly to compensate for the narrowing of the arteries. 3. to
emphasise a particular ability or personality
characteristic in order to make the lack of another one seem less bad
compensation /kɒmpən seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
something which makes something else seem
less bad or less serious 2. an amount of money
or something else given to pay for loss or damage 쑗 The drugs caused him to develop breathing problems, so he thinks he’s entitled to medical compensation. 3. the act of giving money
to pay for loss or damage 쑗 compensation for
loss of a limb 4. a situation where the body
helps to correct a problem in a particular organ
by making another organ, or the undamaged
parts of the same organ, function at a higher
level 5. behaviour that emphasises a particular
ability or personality characteristic in order to
make the lack of another one seem less bad
competence / kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun the ability to do something well, measured against a
standard, especially ability which you get
through experience or training 쑗 encouraging
the development of professional competence in
the delivery of care to patients
complaint /kəm plent/ noun 1. an expression of dissatisfaction about something or
someone 쑗 The hospital administrator
wouldn’t listen to the complaints of the consultants. 2. an illness 쑗 a chest complaint 쑗 a
nervous complaint
complement noun / kɒmplmənt/ a substance which forms part of blood plasma and is
essential to the work of antibodies and antigens 쐽 verb / kɒmplment/ to complete something by providing useful or pleasing qualities
which it does not itself have
complementary /kɒmpl ment(ə)ri/ adjective 1. combining with or adding to something
else 쑗 Ultrasound and CT provide complementary information. 2. used in or using complementary medicine 쑗 complementary therapies 3. referring to genes which are necessary
to each other and produce their effect only
when they are present together
complementary
medicine /kɒmpl
ment(ə)ri med(ə)sn/ noun alternative medicine in the forms which are now accepted by
practitioners of conventional Western medicine, e.g. acupuncture and osteopathy
complement fixation test /kɒmpl ment
fk seʃ(ə)n test/ noun a test to measure the
compensate



compensation





competence



complaint



complement





complementary





complementary medicine



complement fixation test
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amount of complement in antibodies and antigens. Abbr CFT
complete abortion /kəm pli t ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/
noun an abortion where the whole contents of
the uterus are expelled
complete blood count /kəm pli t bl"d
kaυnt/ noun a test to find the exact numbers of
each type of blood cell in a sample of blood.
Abbr CBC
complex / kɒmpleks/ noun 1. (in psychiatry)
a group of ideas which are based on the experience a person has had in the past and which
influence the way he or she behaves 2. a group
of items, buildings or organs 쑗 He works in the
new laboratory complex. 3. a group of signs
and symptoms due to a particular cause. 쒁 syndrome 쐽 adjective complicated 쑗 A gastrointestinal fistula can cause many complex problems, including fluid depletion.
complexion /kəm plekʃən/ noun the general colour of the skin on the face 쑗 People with
fair complexions burn easily in the sun.
compliance /kəm plaəns/ noun the agreement of a patient to co-operate with a treatment
complicated fracture /kɒmplketd
frktʃə/ noun a fracture with an associated
injury of tissue, as when a bone has punctured
an artery
complication /kɒmpl keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
condition in which two or more conditions exist in someone, whether or not they are connected 쑗 He was admitted to hospital suffering
from pneumonia with complications. 2. a situation in which someone develops a second
condition which changes the course of treatment for the first 쑗 She appeared to be improving, but complications set in and she died in a
few hours.
complete abortion





complete blood count



complex



complexion



compliance



complicated fracture



complication





‘…sickle cell chest syndrome is a common complication of sickle cell disease, presenting with chest
pain, fever and leucocytosis’ [British Medical Journal]
‘…venous air embolism is a potentially fatal complication of percutaneous venous catheterization’
[Southern Medical Journal]
compos mentis /kɒmpɒs ments/ adjective not affected by a mental disorder (NOTE:
The phrase is from Latin and means ‘of sound
mind’.)
compound / kɒmpaυnd/ noun a chemical
compos mentis



compound



substance made up of two or more components
쐽 adjective made up of two or more components
compound
fracture
/kɒmpaυnd
frktʃə/ noun a fracture where the skin surface is damaged or where the broken bone penetrates the surface of the skin. Also called
compound fracture



open fracture
compress noun / kɒmpres/ a wad of cloth
compress



soaked in hot or cold liquid and applied to the
skin to relieve pain or swelling, or to force pus

concentrate
out of an infected wound 쐽 verb /kəm pres/ to
squeeze or press something
compressed air sickness /kəmprest eə
sknəs/ noun same as caisson disease
compression /kəm preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of squeezing or pressing 쑗 The first-aider
applied compression to the chest of the casualty. 2. a serious condition in which the brain is
compressed by blood or cerebrospinal fluid
accumulating in it or by a fractured skull
compression stocking /kəmpreʃ(ə)n
stɒkŋ/ noun a strong elastic stocking worn to
support a weak joint in the knee or to hold varicose veins tightly
compression syndrome /kəm preʃ(ə)n
sndrəυm/ noun pain in muscles after strenuous exercise
compulsion /kəm p"lʃən/ noun 1. an act of
forcing someone to do something, or the fact
of being forced to do something 쑗 You are under no compulsion to treat a violent patient. 2.
a strong psychological force which makes
someone do something, often unwillingly 쑗
She felt a sudden compulsion to wash her
hands again.
compulsive /kəm p"lsv/ adjective referring
to a feeling which cannot be stopped 쑗 She has
a compulsive desire to steal.
compulsive eating /kəmp"lsv i tŋ/ noun
a psychological condition in which someone
has a continual desire to eat. 쒁 bulimia
compulsive–obsessive disorder /kəm
p"lsv əb sesv dsɔ də/ noun same as ob

compressed air sickness



compression



compression stocking



compression syndrome



compulsion



compulsive



compulsive eating



compulsive–obsessive disorder







sessive–compulsive disorder
compulsory admission /kəmp"lsəri əd
mʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of admitting somecompulsory admission





one who is mentally ill to hospital for treatment whether or not they consent
computed tomography /kəm pju td tə
mɒ&rəfi/ noun same as computerised axial
tomography. Abbr CT
computerised axial tomography /kəm
pju tərazd ksiəl tə mɒ&rəfi/ noun a system of examining the body in which a narrow
X-ray beam, guided by a computer, photographs a thin section of the body or of an organ
from several angles, using the computer to
build up an image of the section. Abbr CAT.
Also called computed tomography
-conazole /kɒnəzəυl/ suffix used in the
names of antifungal drugs 쑗 fluconazole
concave / kɒnkev/ adjective curving towards the inside 쑗 a concave lens
conceive /kən si v/ verb 1. (of a woman) to
become pregnant with a child. 쏡 conception 2.
왍 to be conceived (of a child ) to come into existence through the fertilisation of an ovum 쑗
Our son was conceived during our holiday in
Italy.
concentrate / kɒnsəntret/ noun a solution
from which water has been removed 쐽 verb 1.
computed tomography





computerised axial tomography





-conazole

concave



conceive



concentrate
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to give full attention to something 2. 왍 to concentrate on to examine something in particular 3. to reduce a solution and increase its
strength by evaporation
concept / kɒnsept/ noun a thought or idea,
or something which someone might be able to
imagine
conception /kən sepʃən/ noun the point at
which a woman becomes pregnant and the development of a baby starts
concept



conception



COMMENT: Conception is usually taken to be
either the moment when the sperm cell fertilises the ovum, or a few days later, when the fertilised ovum attaches itself to the wall of the
uterus.
conceptual framework /kənseptʃuəl
fremw! k/ noun the theoretical basis on
conceptual framework



which something is formed
conceptus /kən septəs/ noun an embryo or
fetus together with all the tissues that surround
it during pregnancy (NOTE: The plural is conconceptus



ceptuses.)

concha / kɒŋkə/ noun a part of the body
shaped like a shell (NOTE: The plural is conconcha



chae.)

concha auriculae /kɒŋkə ɔ rkjυli / noun
the depressed part of the outer ear that leads to
the inner ear
concordance /kən kɔ d(ə)ns/ noun 1. a
state in which two or more things are in the
correct or expected relationship to each other.
For example, the atrioventricular concordance
is the relationship between the atria and the
ventricles in the heart. 2. the fact of two related
people sharing the same genetic characteristic
쑗 the concordance of schizophrenia in identical twins 3. an agreement between a professional and a patient on a course of treatment,
especially related to use of medicines
concretion /kən kri ʃ(ə)n/ noun a mass of
hard material which forms in the body, e.g. a
gallstone or deposits on bone in arthritis
concussed /kən k"st/ adjective referring to
someone who has been hit on the head and has
lost and then regained consciousness 쑗 He
was walking around in a concussed state.
concussion /kən k"ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act of
applying force to any part of the body 2. loss
of consciousness for a short period, caused by
a blow to the head
concussive /kən k"sv/ adjective causing
concussion
condensed /kən denst/ adjective made
compact or more dense
condition /kən dʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the particular state of someone or something 쑗 in poor
condition 쑗 Her condition is getting worse. 쑗
The conditions in the hospital are very good. 2.
a particular illness, injury or disorder 쑗 He is
being treated for a heart condition.
conditioned reflex /kəndʃ(ə)nd ri fleks/
noun an automatic reaction by a person to a
concha auriculae





concordance



concretion



concussed



concussion



concussive



condensed



condition



conditioned reflex



stimulus, or an expected reaction to a stimulus
which comes from past experience
conditioned response /kəndʃ(ə)nd r
spɒns/ noun a response to a stimulus as a result of associating it with an earlier stimulus
conditioned response





COMMENT: The classic example of a conditioned response is Pavlov’s experiment with
dogs in which they produced saliva, ready to
eat their food, when a bell rang, because on
previous occasions they had been fed when
the bell was rung.
condom / kɒndɒm/ noun a rubber sheath
condom



worn on the penis during intercourse as a contraceptive and also as a protection against sexually transmitted disease
conducting system /kən d"ktŋ sstəm/
noun the nerve system in the heart which links
an atrium to a ventricle, so that the two beat at
the same rate
conduction /kən d"kʃən/ noun the process
of passing heat, sound or nervous impulses
from one part of the body to another
conduction fibre /kən d"kʃən fabə/ noun
a fibre which transmits impulses, e.g. in the
bundle of His
conductive /kən d"ktv/ adjective referring
to conduction
conductive deafness /kənd"ktv defnəs/,
conductive hearing loss /kənd"ktv hərŋ
lɒs/ noun deafness caused by inadequate conduction of sound into the inner ear
conductor /kən d"ktə/ noun 1. a substance
or object which allows heat, electricity, light or
sound to pass along it or through it 2. a tube
with a groove in it along which a knife is slid
to cut open a sinus
condyle / kɒndal/ noun a rounded end of a
bone which articulates with another
condyloid process / kɒndlɔd prəυses/
noun a projecting part at each end of the lower
jaw which forms the head of the jaw, joining
the jaw to the skull
condyloma /kɒnd ləυmə/ noun a growth
usually found on the vulva (NOTE: The plural is
conducting system



conduction



conduction fibre



conductive



conductive deafness





conductor



condyle



condyloid process



condyloma





condylomas or condylomata.)
cone /kəυn/ noun 1. a shape with a circular
cone

base or top and a part that tapers to a point, or
an object with this shape 2. one of two types of
cell in the retina of the eye which is sensitive
to light, used especially in the perception of
bright light and colour. 쒁 rod 쐽 verb to show a
rapid change for the worse in neurological
condition due to herniation of the midbrain
through the foramen magnum in the skull,
caused by raised pressure inside the brain
(NOTE: cones – coning – coned)
cone biopsy / kəυn baɒpsi/ noun the recone biopsy





moving of a cone of tissue from the cervix for
examination
confabulation /kənfjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of making up plausible stories to cover up
loss of memory
confabulation
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Conn’s syndrome

confidentiality /kɒnfdenʃi lti/ noun an
obligation not to reveal professional information about a person or organisation
confined /kən fand/ adjective kept in a
place 쑗 She was confined to bed with pneumonia. 쑗 Since his accident he has been confined
to a wheelchair.
confinement /kən fanmənt/ noun the period when a woman giving birth stays in hospital, from the beginning of labour until some
time after the birth of her baby. This period is
very short nowadays.
confounding factor /kən faυndŋ fktə/
noun a factor which has an association with
both a disease and a risk factor and thus complicates the nature of the relationship between
them
confused /kən fju zd/ adjective unable to
think clearly or act rationally 쑗 Many severely
confused patients do not respond to spoken
communication.
confusion /kən fju (ə)n/ noun the state of
being confused
congeal /kən di l/ verb (of fat or blood ) to
become solid
congenita /kən dentə/ 쏡 amyotonia con-

congenitally /kən dentli/ adverb at or before birth 쑗 The baby is congenitally incapable of absorbing gluten.
congenital malformation /kəndent(ə)l
mlfɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun a malformation
which is present at birth, e.g. a cleft palate
congenital syphilis /kəndent(ə)l sfls/
noun syphilis which is passed on from a mother to her unborn child
congenital toxoplasmosis /kəndent(ə)l
tɒksəυplz məυss/ noun a condition in
which a baby has been infected with toxoplasmosis by its mother while still in the uterus
congested /kən destd/ adjective with
blood or fluid inside 왍 congested face a red
face, caused by blood rushing to the face
congestion /kən destʃən/ noun an accumulation of blood in an organ. 쒁 nasal conges-

genita

conisation

confidentiality





confined



confinement



confounding factor



confused



confusion



congeal



congenita



congenitally



congenital malformation





congenital syphilis



congenital toxoplasmosis





congested



congestion



tion

congestive /kən destv/ adjective referring
to congestion
congestive heart failure /kəndestv
hɑ t feljə/ noun a condition in which the
heart is unable to pump away the blood returning to it fast enough, causing congestion in the
veins
coni / kəυni/ plural of conus
conisation /kɒna zeʃ(ə)n/, conization
noun the surgical removal of a cone-shaped
piece of tissue
conjoined twins /kəndɔnd twnz/ plural
noun twins who are joined together at birth.
Also called Siamese twins
congestive



congestive heart failure



coni





congenital /kən dent(ə)l/ adjective existing at or before birth
congenital aneurysm /kəndent(ə)l
njərz(ə)m/ noun a weakening of the arteries at the base of the brain, present at birth
congenital anomaly /kəndent(ə)l ə
nɒməli/ noun a medical condition arising during development of the fetus and present at
birth. Also called congenital defect
congenital



congenital aneurysm



congenital anomaly





COMMENT: A congenital condition is not always inherited from a parent through the
genes, as it may be due to factors such as a
disease which the mother had during pregnancy, e.g. German measles, or a drug which
she has taken.
congenital
cataract /kəndent(ə)l
ktərkt/ noun a cataract which is present at
congenital cataract



birth
congenital
defect
/kəndent(ə)l
di fekt/ noun same as congenital anomaly
congenital defect



(NOTE: The word ‘defect’ is now avoided.)

congenital dislocation of the hip /kən
dent(ə)l dsləkeʃ(ə)n əv ðə hp/ noun a
condition in which a person is born with weak
ligaments in the hip, so that the femur does not
stay in position in the pelvis
congenital heart disease /kəndent(ə)l
hɑ t dzi z/, congenital heart defect /kən
dent(ə)l hɑ t di fekt/ noun a heart condition existing at birth
congenital hyperthyroidism noun a disease caused by a malfunction of the thyroid before birth or in early life
congenital dislocation of the hip





congenital heart disease





congenital hyperthyroidism





conjoined twins



COMMENT: Conjoined twins are always identical and can be joined at the head, chest or
hip. In some cases they can be separated by
surgery, but this is not possible if they share a
single important organ such as the heart.
conjugate / kɒndυ&ət/, conjugate diameter /kɒndυ&ət da mtə/ noun a measureconjugate





ment of space in a woman’s pelvis, used to calculate if it is large enough for a child to be delivered
conjunctiva /kɒnd"ŋk tavə/ noun a
membrane which covers the front of the eyeball and the inside of the eyelids. See illustration at EYE in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is
conjunctiva





conjunctivas or conjunctivae.)

conjunctival /kɒnd"ŋk tav(ə)l/ adjective
referring to the conjunctiva
conjunctivitis /kənd"ŋkt vats/ noun
inflammation of the conjunctiva from a range
of causes
connective tissue /kənektv tʃu / noun
tissue which forms the main part of bones and
cartilage, ligaments and tendons, in which a
large proportion of fibrous material surrounds
the tissue cells
Conn’s syndrome / kɒnz sndrəυm/ noun
a condition in which excessive production of
the hormone aldosterone causes fluid retention
and high blood pressure
conjunctival





conjunctivitis





connective tissue



Conn’s syndrome
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consanguinity /kɒnsŋ &wnti/ noun a
blood relationship between people
conscious / kɒnʃəs/ adjective 1. awake and
aware of what is happening 쑗 He became conscious in the recovery room two hours after the
operation. 2. deliberate and intended 쑗 a conscious choice
-conscious /kɒnʃəs/ suffix giving importance to 쑗 health-conscious 쑗 safety-conscious
consciously / kɒnʃəsli/ adverb in a deliberate and knowing way
consciousness / kɒnʃəsnəs/ noun the state
of being mentally alert and knowing what is
happening 왍 to lose consciousness to become
unconscious 왍 to regain consciousness to become conscious after being unconscious
consensus management /kən sensəs
mndmənt/ noun a form of management
which aims to get everyone to agree on what
actions should be taken
consent /kən sent/ noun agreement to allow
someone to do something 쑗 The parents gave
their consent for their son’s heart to be used in
the transplant operation.
consent form /kən sent fɔ m / noun a form
which a patient signs to show that he or she
agrees to have a particular operation
conservative /kən s! vətv/ adjective 1. reluctant to accept new things 2. (of a treatment)
designed to help relieve symptoms or preserve
health with a minimum of medical intervention or risk 쑗 Symptoms usually resolve with
conservative treatment.
consolidation /kənsɒl deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
stage in mending a broken bone in which the
callus formed at the break changes into bone 2.
a condition in which part of the lung becomes
solid, e.g. in pneumonia
constipated / kɒnstpetd/ adjective unable to pass faeces often enough
constipation /kɒnst peʃ(ə)n/ noun difficulty in passing faeces
consanguinity





conscious



-conscious

consciously



consciousness



consensus management



consent



consent form



conservative



consolidation





constipated



constipation





COMMENT: Constipated bowel movements are
hard and may cause pain in the anus. Constipation may be caused by worry or by a diet
which does not contain enough roughage or
by lack of exercise, as well as by more serious
diseases of the intestine.
constituent /kən sttjυənt/ noun a substance which forms part of something 쑗 the
constituent



chemical constituents of nerve cells
constitution /kɒnst tju ʃ(ə)n/ noun the
general health and strength of a person 쑗 She
has a strong constitution or a healthy constitution. 쑗 He has a weak constitution and is often
ill.
constitutional /kɒnst tju ʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective referring to a person’s constitution 쐽 noun
a short walk taken for health reasons
constitutionally
/ kɒnst tju ʃ(ə)n(ə)li/
adverb because of a person’s constitution
constitution





constitutional





constitutionally





constrict /kən strkt/ verb 1. to make a passage narrower 쑗 a constricted bowel 2. to slow
down or stop the flow of something such as
blood
constriction /kən strkʃən/ noun the process of becoming narrow, or the state of being
narrow. 쒁 stenosis
constrictive /kən strktv/ adjective restricting
constrictive pericarditis /kənstrktv
perikɑ dats/ noun same as chronic pericarconstrict



constriction



constrictive



constrictive pericarditis





ditis

constrictor /kən strktə/ noun a muscle
which squeezes an organ or which makes an
organ contract
consult /kən s"lt/ verb to ask someone for
his or her opinion 쑗 He consulted an eye specialist.
consultancy /kən s"ltənsi/ noun the post of
consultant 쑗 She was appointed to a consultancy at a London hospital.
consultant /kən s"ltənt/ noun a doctor who
is a senior specialist in a particular branch of
medicine and who is consulted by GPs 쑗 She
was referred to a consultant at the orthopaedic
hospital.
consultation /kɒnsəl teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
discussion between two doctors about a case 2.
a meeting between a doctor and a patient, in
which the doctor may examine the patient, discuss his or her condition and prescribe treatment
consulting room /kən s"ltŋ ru m/ noun a
room where a doctor sees his or her patients
consumption /kən s"mpʃən/ noun 1. the
act of taking food or liquid into the body 쑗 the
patient’s increased consumption of alcohol 2.
a former name for pulmonary tuberculosis
contact / kɒntkt/ noun 1. an act of touching someone or something, or the state of
touching 왍 to have (physical) contact with
someone or something to actually touch
someone or something 왍 to be in or come into
contact with someone to be near to or touching someone 쑗 The hospital is anxious to trace
anyone who may have come into contact with
the patient. 2. an act of getting in touch or
communicating with someone 3. a person who
has been in contact with a person suffering
from an infectious disease 쑗 Now that Lassa
fever has been diagnosed, the authorities are
anxious to trace all contacts which the patient
may have met. 쐽 verb to meet or get in touch
with someone
contact dermatitis /kɒntkt d! mə
tats/ noun inflammation of the skin caused
by touch, e.g. by touching some types of plant,
soap or chemical. Also called irritant dermaticonstrictor



consult



consultancy



consultant



consultation





consulting room



consumption



contact



contact dermatitis



tis



contact lens / kɒntkt lenz/ noun a tiny
plastic lens which fits over the eyeball and is
worn instead of spectacles to improve eyesight
contact lens
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contact tracing / kɒntkt tresŋ/ noun
the process of tracing people with whom
someone with an infectious disease has been in
contact
contagion /kən tedən/ noun 1. the process
of spreading a disease by touching an infected
person or objects which an infected person has
touched 2. a disease spread by touch 쑗 The
contagion spread through the whole school.
contagious /kən tedəs/ adjective able to
be transmitted by touching an infected person
or objects which an infected person has
touched 왍 contagious stage the period when a
disease such as chickenpox is contagious and
can be transmitted to someone else
contagious disease /kəntedəs d zi z/
noun a disease which can be transmitted by
touching an infected person or objects which
an infected person has touched. 쒁 communicacontact tracing



contagion



contagious



contagious disease





ble disease, infectious disease
containment /kən tenmənt/ noun 1. action
containment



taken to restrict the spread of something undesirable or dangerous such as a disease 쑗 government policy of containment of the SARS virus 2. the eradication of a global disease such
as smallpox by removing it region by region
contaminant /kən tmnənt/ noun a substance which contaminates something
contaminate /kən tmnet/ verb 1. to
make something impure by touching it or by
adding something to it 쑗 Supplies of drinking
water were contaminated by refuse from the
factories. 쑗 The whole group of tourists fell ill
after eating contaminated food. 2. to spread infection to someone or something
contamination /kəntm neʃ(ə)n/ noun
the action of contaminating something, or the
state of being contaminated 쑗 The contamination resulted from polluted water.
continence / kɒntnəns/ noun 1. the ability
to control the discharge of urine and faeces 2.
self-restraint
continent / kɒntnənt/ adjective able to exercise control over the discharge of urine and
faeces
continuing education /kəntnjuŋ edjυ
keʃ(ə)n/ noun regular courses or training designed to bring professional people up to date
with the latest developments in their particular
field
continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis /kəntnjuəs mbjυlət(ə)ri pertə
ni əl da ləss/ noun a method of dialysis of
people while they are walking about. Abbr
contaminant



contaminate



contamination





continence



continent



continuing education





continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis







CAPD

continuous positive airways pressure
/kəntnjuəs pɒztv eəwez preʃə/ noun a
method used in intensive care which forces air
into the lungs of someone with lung collapse.
Abbr CPAP
contra- /kɒntrə/ prefix against, opposite, contrasting
continuous positive airways pressure



contra-

control
contraception /kɒntrə sepʃən/ noun the
prevention of pregnancy, e.g. by using devices
such as a condom or an IUD, or drugs in the
form of contraceptive pills or injections at regular intervals. Also called birth control
contraceptive /kɒntrə septv/ adjective
preventing conception 쑗 a contraceptive device or drug 쐽 noun a drug or device which
prevents pregnancy
contraceptive sheath /kɒntrə septv
ʃi θ/ noun same as condom
contraceptive sponge /kɒntrə septv
sp"nd/ noun a piece of synthetic sponge impregnated with spermicide, which is inserted
into the vagina before intercourse
contract /kən trkt/ verb 1. to become
smaller and tighter, or make a muscle or part of
the body smaller and tighter 쑗 As the muscle
contracts the limb moves. 쑗 The diaphragm
acts to contract the chest. 2. to catch a disease
쑗 He contracted Lassa fever. 3. to make a formal or legally binding agreement with someone to do something 쑗 An outside firm is contracted to do the hospital cleaning. 쐽 noun a
formal or legally binding agreement
contractibility / kɒntrktblti/ noun the
capacity to contract
contractile tissue /kəntrktal tʃu /
noun the tissue in muscle which makes the
muscle contract
contraction /kən trkʃən/ noun 1. the act of
making something smaller or of becoming
smaller 쑗 the contraction of dental services 2.
a tightening movement which makes a muscle
shorter, which makes the pupil of the eye
smaller or which makes the skin wrinkle 3. a
movement of the muscles of the uterus occurring during childbirth 쑗 Her contractions began at one o’clock.
contracture /kən trktʃə/ noun a permanent tightening of a muscle caused by fibrosis
contraindication /kɒntrənd keʃ(ə)n/
noun something which suggests that someone
should not be treated with a specific drug or
not continue with a specific treatment because
circumstances make that treatment unsuitable
contralateral /kɒntrə ltərəl/ adjective located on or affecting the opposite side of the
body. Opposite ipsilateral
contrast medium / kɒntrɑ st mi diəm/
noun a radio-opaque dye, or sometimes gas,
put into an organ or part of the body so that it
will show clearly in an X-ray photograph 쑗 In
an MRI scan no contrast medium is required;
in a CAT scan iodine-based contrast media are
often required.
contrecoup / kɒntrəku / noun an injury to
one point of an organ such as the brain, caused
by a blow received on an opposite point of the
organ
control verb 1. to have the ability or authority
to direct someone or something 쑗 Sometimes
contraception





contraceptive





contraceptive sheath









contraceptive sponge

contract



contractibility



contractile tissue



contraction



contracture



contraindication





contralateral





contrast medium



contrecoup



control
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we need help to control people who think they
have waited too long. 2. to limit or restrain
something 쑗 administered drugs to control the
pain 쐽 noun 1. the ability or authority to control something 쑗 After her stroke she had no
control over her left arm. 쑗 The administrators are in control of the admissions policy. 2.
a person or group whose test data are used as a
comparison in a study 3. a comparison in a
study
control group /kən trəυl &ru p/ noun a
group of people who are not being treated but
whose test data are used as a comparison in a
study
controlled drug /kəntrəυld dr"&/ noun a
drug which is not freely available, which is restricted by law and classified as A, B, or C and
of which possession may be an offence. Also
called controlled substance
controlled respiration /kəntrəυld respə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun the control of a person’s
breathing by an anaesthetist during an operation, when regular breathing has stopped
controlled
substance
/kəntrəυld
s"bstəns/ noun same as controlled drug
controlled trial /kəntrəυld traəl/ noun a
trial in which members of one group are treated with a test substance and those of another
group are treated with a placebo as a control
controls
assurance /kən trəυlz ə
ʃυərəns/ noun a process designed to provide
evidence that NHS organisations are doing
their best to manage themselves both in order
to meet their objectives and to protect patients,
staff and the public against risks of all kinds
contused wound /kəntju zd wu nd/
noun a wound caused by a blow where the skin
is bruised as well as torn and bleeding
contusion /kən tju (ə)n/ noun same as
control group



controlled drug



controlled respiration





controlled substance



controlled trial



controls assurance





contused wound



contusion



bruise

conus / kəυnəs/ noun a structure shaped like
a cone (NOTE: The plural is coni.)
convalesce /kɒnvə les/ verb to get back to
good health gradually after an illness or operation
convalescence /kɒnvə les(ə)ns/ noun a
period of time when someone is convalescing
convalescent /kɒnvə les(ə)nt/ adjective
referring to convalescence 쐽 noun someone
who is convalescing
convalescent home /kɒnvə les(ə)nt
həυm/ noun a type of hospital where people
can recover from illness or surgery
convergent strabismus /kənv! dənt
strə bzməs/, convergent squint /kən
v! dənt skwnt/ noun a condition in which
one or both of a person’s eyes look towards the
nose. Also called cross eye
conversion /kən v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the process
of changing one thing into another 쑗 the conversion of nutrients into tissue
conus



convalesce





convalescence





convalescent





convalescent home





convex / kɒnveks/ adjective curving towards
the outside 쑗 a convex lens
convoluted / kɒnvəlu td/ adjective folded
and twisted
convoluted
tubule
/kɒnvəlu td
tju bju l/ noun a coiled part of a nephron
convolution /kɒnvə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a twisted shape 쑗 the convolutions of the surface of
the cerebrum
convulse /kən v"ls/ verb to shake violently
and uncontrollably
convulsion /kən v"lʃən/ noun the rapid involuntary contracting and relaxing of the muscles in several parts of the body 쑗 The child
had convulsions. 쒁 fit (NOTE: Often used in the
convex



convoluted



convoluted tubule



convolution



convulse



convulsion



plural.)
COMMENT: Convulsions in children may be
caused by brain disease such as meningitis
but can also often be found at the beginning of
a disease such as pneumonia which is
marked by a sudden rise in body temperature.
In adults, convulsions are usually associated
with epilepsy.
convulsive /kən v"lsv/ adjective referring
to convulsions 쑗 He had a convulsive seizure.
쒁 electroconvulsive therapy
Cooley’s anaemia / ku liz əni miə/ noun
same as thalassaemia [Described 1927. After
Thomas Benton Cooley (1871–1945), Professor
of Paediatrics at Wayne College of Medicine,
Detroit, USA.]
Coombs’ test / ku mz test/ noun a test for
convulsive



Cooley’s anaemia



Coombs’ test



ton Amos Coombs (1921– ), Quick Professor of
Biology, and Fellow of Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, UK.]
coordinate /kəυ ɔ dnet/ verb 1. to make
things work together 쑗 He was unable to coordinate the movements of his arms and legs. 2.
coordinate



to organise a complex procedure
‘…there are four recti muscles and two oblique muscles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’
[Nursing Times]
coordination /kəυɔ d neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
coordination



‘Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive disorder which
sees a gradual decline in intellectual functioning and
deterioration of physical coordination’ [Nursing
Times]







the combining of two or more things as an effective unit, or the way things combine effectively 쑗 requires coordination between nursing staff and doctors 2. the ability to use two or
more parts of the body at the same time to carry out a movement or task 쑗 The patient
showed lack of coordination between eyes and
hands.



conversion



antibodies in red blood cells, used as a test for
erythroblastosis fetalis and other haemolytic
syndromes [Described 1945. After Robin Roys-

convergent strabismus





COPD abbr chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease
coping
mechanism
/ kəυpŋ
mekənz(ə)m/ noun a method of dealing with
situations which cause psychological stress
COPD

coping mechanism
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copper / kɒpə/ noun a metallic trace element
copper



(NOTE: The chemical symbol is Cu.)
copr- /kɒpr/ prefix faeces
coprolith / kɒprəlθ/ noun a lump of hard
copr-

coprolith



faeces in the bowel
coproporphyrin /kɒprə pɔ fərn/ noun
porphyrin excreted by the liver
copulate / kɒpjυlet/ verb to have sexual intercourse
copulation /kɒpjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
coproporphyrin





copulate



copulation





sexual intercourse
cor /kɔ / noun the heart
coraco-acromial /kɒrəkəυ ə krəυmiəl/
adjective referring to the coracoid process and
cor

coraco-acromial





the acromion
coracobrachialis /kɒrəkəυbrki els/
noun a muscle on the medial side of the upper
arm, below the armpit
coracoid process / kɒrəkɔd prəυses/
noun a projecting part on the shoulder blade
cord /kɔ d/ noun a long flexible structure in
the body like a thread
cordectomy /kɔ dektəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove a vocal cord (NOTE: The
coracobrachialis





coracoid process



cord

cordectomy



plural is cordectomies.)
cordon sanitaire /kɔ dɒn sn teə/ noun
cordon sanitaire





a restriction of movement to and from an area
to control the spread of a disease
cordotomy /kɔ dɒtəmi/ noun another spelling of chordotomy
corectopia /kɔ rek təυpiə/ noun ectopia of
the pupil of the eye
corium / kɔ riəm / noun same as dermis
corn /kɔ n/ noun a hard painful lump of skin
usually on a foot, where something such as a
tight shoe has rubbed or pressed on the skin.
Also called heloma
cornea / kɔ niə/ noun a transparent part of
the front of the eyeball. See illustration at EYE
in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is corneae.
cordotomy



corectopia





corium



corn

cornea



For other terms referring to the cornea, see
words beginning with kerat-, kerato-.)
corneal / kɔ niəl/ adjective relating to a corcorneal



nea
corneal abrasion /kɔ niəl ə bre(ə)n/
noun a scratch on the cornea, caused by something sharp getting into the eye
corneal bank / kɔ niəl bŋk/ noun a place
where eyes of dead donors can be kept ready
for use in corneal grafts
corneal graft /kɔ niəl &rɑ ft/ noun 1. a surgical operation to graft corneal tissue from a
donor or from a dead person to replace diseased tissue. Also called corneal transplant,
keratoplasty 2. a piece of corneal tissue used
in a graft
corneal reflex /kɔ niəl ri fleks/ noun a reflex from touching or hitting the cornea which
makes the eyelid close
corneal transplant / kɔ niəl trnsplɑ nt/
noun same as corneal graft
corneal abrasion



corneal bank



corneal graft



corneal reflex



corneal transplant





coronary obstruction
cornification /kɔ nf keʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as keratinisation
cornu / kɔ nju / noun 1. a structure in the
body which is shaped like a horn 2. each of the
four processes of the thyroid cartilage (NOTE:
cornification





cornu



The plural is cornua.)
corona /kə rəυnə/ noun a structure in the
corona



body which is shaped like a crown
corona capitis /kərəυnə kpts/ noun
the crown of the head or top part of the skull
coronal / kɒrən(ə)l, kə rəυn(ə)l/ adjective 1.
referring to a corona 2. referring to the crown
of a tooth
coronal plane /kɒrən(ə)l plen/ noun a
plane at right angles to the median plane, dividing the body into dorsal and ventral halves.
See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
coronal suture /kɒrən(ə)l su tʃə/ noun a
horizontal joint across the top of the skull between the parietal and frontal bones
coronary / kɒrən(ə)ri/ noun same as coronary thrombosis (informal ) 쐽 adjective referring to any structure shaped like a crown, but
especially to the arteries which supply blood to
the heart muscles
coronary artery / kɒrən(ə)ri ɑ təri/ noun
one of the two arteries which supply blood to
the heart muscles
coronary artery bypass graft /
kɒrən(ə)ri ɑ təri bapɑ s &rɑ ft/, coronary artery bypass /kɒrən(ə)ri ɑ təri
bapɑ s/ noun a surgical operation to treat angina by grafting pieces of vein around the diseased part of a coronary artery
coronary care unit /kɒrən(ə)ri keə
ju nt/ noun the section of a hospital caring
for people who have heart disorders or who
have had heart surgery. Abbr CCU
coronary circulation /kɒrən(ə)ri s! kjυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun blood circulation through the
arteries and veins of the heart muscles
coronary heart disease /kɒrən(ə)ri hɑ t
dzi z/ noun any disease affecting the coronary arteries, which can lead to strain on the
heart or a heart attack. Abbr CHD
corona capitis



coronal





coronal plane



coronal suture



coronary



coronary artery



coronary artery bypass graft





coronary care unit



coronary circulation





coronary heart disease





‘…coronary heart disease (CHD) patients spend an
average of 11.9 days in hospital. Among primary
health care services, 1.5% of all GP consultations are
due to CHD.’ [Health Services Journal]
‘…apart from death, coronary heart disease causes
considerable morbidity in the form of heart attack,
angina and a number of related diseases’
[Health Education Journal]
coronary ligament /kɒrən(ə)ri l&əmənt/
coronary ligament



noun folds of peritoneum connecting the back

of the liver to the diaphragm
coronary obstruction /kɒrən(ə)ri əb
str"kʃ(ə)n/,
coronary
occlusion
/
kɒrən(ə)ri ə klu (ə)n/ noun a thickening of
the walls of the coronary arteries or a blood
clot in the coronary arteries which prevents
coronary obstruction
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blood from reaching the heart muscles and
leads to heart failure
coronary sinus /kɒrən(ə)ri sanəs/ noun a
vein which takes most of the venous blood
from the heart muscles to the right atrium
coronary thrombosis /kɒrən(ə)ri θrɒm
bəυss/ noun a blood clot which blocks the
coronary arteries, leading to a heart attack.
Also called coronary
coronary vein / kɒrən(ə)ri ven/ noun a
vein that drains blood from the muscles of the
heart
coronavirus /kə rəυnəvarəs/ noun a type
of virus which has been identified in people
who have the common cold
coroner / kɒrənə/ noun a public official, either a doctor or a lawyer, who investigates sudden or violent deaths
coronary sinus



coronary thrombosis





coronary vein



coronavirus





coroner



COMMENT: Coroners investigate deaths which
are caused by poison, violence, neglect or
deprivation, deaths from unnatural causes,
during the post-operative recovery period and
when the doctor feels unable to give a reliable
cause of death. They also investigate deaths
of prisoners and deaths involving the police.
coronoid process / kɒrənɔd prəυses/
noun 1. a projecting piece of bone on the ulna
2. a projecting piece on each side of the lower
coronoid process



jaw
corpora plural of corpus
corpse /kɔ ps/ noun the body of a dead person
cor pulmonale /kɔ p"lmə neli/ noun
pulmonary heart disease in which the right
ventricle is enlarged
corpus / kɔ pəs/ noun any mass of tissue
corpora

corpse

cor pulmonale





corpus



(NOTE: The plural is corpora.)
corpus albicans /kɔ pəs lbknz/ noun

the uterus for implantation of the fertilised
ovum. (NOTE: The plural is corpora lutea.)
corpus spongiosum /kɔ pəs sp"n
əυsəm/ noun the part of the penis round the
urethra, forming the glans. See illustration at
UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement
corpus spongiosum





(NOTE: The plural is corpora spongiosa.)
corpus striatum /kɔ pəs stra etəm/
noun a mass of nervous tissue in each cerebral
hemisphere (NOTE: The plural is corpora striata.)
corrective /kə rektv/ adjective intended to
correct an irregularity or problem 쑗 corrective
lenses 쐽 noun a drug which changes the harmcorpus striatum





corrective



ful effect of another drug
Corrigan’s pulse /kɒr&ənz p"ls/ noun a
condition occurring in the arterial pulse in the
neck in which there is a visible rise in pressure
followed by a sudden collapse, caused by aortic regurgitation. Also called water-hammer
Corrigan’s pulse



pulse

corrosive /kə rəυsv/ adjective destroying
tissue 쐽 noun a substance which destroys tissue, e.g. acid or alkali
corrugator muscle / kɒrə&etə m"s(ə)l/
noun one of the muscles which produce vertical wrinkles on the forehead when someone
frowns
corset / kɔ st/ noun a piece of stiff clothing
worn on the chest or over the trunk to support
the body, e.g. after a back injury
cortex / kɔ teks/ noun the outer layer of an
organ, as opposed to the soft inner medulla
corrosive



corrugator muscle



corset



cortex



(NOTE: The plural is cortices or cortexes.)
Corti / kɔ ti/ 쏡 organ of Corti
cortical / kɔ tk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a
Corti



cortical





cortex
cortical
mastoidectomy /kɔ tk(ə)l
mstɔ dektəmi/ noun same as atticotomy
cortices plural of cortex
corticospinal /kɔ tkəυ span(ə)l/ adjective referring to both the cerebral cortex and
the spinal cord
corticosteroid /kɔ tkəυ stərɔd/ noun 1.
any steroid hormone produced by the cortex of
the adrenal glands 2. a drug which reduces inflammation, used in asthma, gastro-intestinal
disease and in adrenocortical insufficiency
corticosterone /kɔ tkəυ stərəυn/ noun a
hormone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal
glands
corticotrophin /kɔ tkəυ trəυfn/ noun
same as adrenocorticotrophic hormone

(NOTE: The plural is corpora haemorrhagica.)
corpus luteum /kɔ pəs lu tiəm/ noun a

(NOTE: The US spelling is corticotropin.)
cortisol / kɔ tsɒl/ noun same as hydrocortisone
cortisone / kɔ tzəυn/ noun a hormone se-

corpus albicans



scar tissue which replaces the corpus luteum in
the ovary
corpus callosum /kɔ pəs kə ləυsəm/
noun the thick band of nerve fibres that connects the two hemispheres of the brain and allows them to communicate. See illustration at
BRAIN in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is corcorpus callosum





pora callosa.)

corpus cavernosum /kɔ pəs kvə
nəυsəm/ noun a part of the erectile tissue in
the penis and clitoris. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement (NOTE:
corpus cavernosum





The plural is corpora cavernosa.)
corpuscle / kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun 1. a small
round mass 2. a cell in blood or lymph
corpus haemorrhagicum /kɔ pəs hemə
rdkəm/ noun a blood clot formed in an
corpuscle







cortices

corticospinal





corticosteroid





corticosterone





corticotrophin



corpus haemorrhagicum



cortical mastoidectomy

ovary where a Graafian follicle has ruptured

corpus luteum



body which forms in each ovary after a Graafian follicle has ruptured. The corpus luteum
secretes the hormone progesterone to prepare



cortisol



cortisone



creted in small quantities by the adrenal cortex
쑗 The doctor gave her a cortisone injection in
the ankle.
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COMMENT: Synthetic cortisone was used in the

treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, asthma and
skin disorders, but it is now replaced by other
drugs.
Corynebacterium /kəυranibk təriəm/
Corynebacterium





noun a genus of bacteria which includes the

bacterium which causes diphtheria
coryza /kə razə/ noun an illness, with inflammation of the nasal passages, in which
someone sneezes and coughs and has a
blocked and running nose (technical ) Also
called cold, common cold
cosmetic surgery /kɒzmetk s! dəri/
noun a surgical operation to improve a person’s appearance
coryza



cosmetic surgery



COMMENT: Whereas plastic surgery may be
prescribed by a doctor to correct skin or bone
conditions or the effect of burns or after a disfiguring operation, cosmetic surgery is carried
out on the instructions of the patient to remove
wrinkles, enlarge breasts or make some other
perceived improvement.
cost- /kɒst/ prefix same as costo- (used before
vowels)
costal / kɒst(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
cost-

costal



ribs
costal cartilage /kɒst(ə)l kɑ təld/ noun
cartilage which forms the end of each rib and
either joins the rib to the breastbone or to the
rib above
costal pleura /kɒst(ə)l plυərə/ noun a part
of the pleura lining the walls of the chest
costive / kɒstv/ adjective same as constipated 쐽 noun a drug which causes constipation
costo- /kɒstəυ/ prefix referring to the ribs
costocervical trunk /kɒstəυs! vk(ə)l
tr"ŋk/ noun a large artery in the chest
costodiaphragmatic
/kɒstəυdaəfr&
mtk/ adjective referring to both the ribs and
the diaphragm
costovertebral joint /kɒstəυv! tbr(ə)l
dɔnt/ noun a joint between the ribs and the
vertebral column
cot death / kɒt deθ/ noun 쏡 sudden infant
costal cartilage



costal pleura



costive



costo-

costocervical trunk



costodiaphragmatic





costovertebral joint



cot death



death syndrome (NOTE: The US term is crib
death.)
co-trimoxazole /kəυ tra mɒksəzəυl/ noun
co-trimoxazole



a drug used to combat bacteria in the urinary
tract
cottage hospital /kɒtd hɒspt(ə)l/ noun
a small local hospital that admits patients under the care of a general practitioner
cotton bud / kɒtən b"d/ noun a little stick
with some cotton wool usually at both ends,
used for cleaning cavities
cotton wool /kɒtən wυl/ noun purified fibres from the cotton plant used to clean the
skin or as padding 쑗 She dabbed the cut with
cotton wool soaked in antiseptic. (NOTE: The
cottage hospital



cotton bud



cotton wool



US term is absorbent cotton.)

cotyledon /kɒt li d(ə)n/ noun one of the
divisions of a placenta
cotyledon





counterirritation
cotyloid cavity / kɒtlɔd kvti/ noun
same as acetabulum
couch /kaυtʃ/ noun a long bed on which a
person lies when being examined by a doctor
in a surgery
couching / kaυtʃŋ/ noun a surgical operation to displace the opaque lens of an eye as a
treatment for cataracts
cough /kɒf/ noun a reflex action, caused by
irritation in the throat, when the glottis is
opened and air is sent out of the lungs suddenly 왍 barking cough a loud noisy dry cough 왍
dry cough a cough where no phlegm is produced 왍 hacking cough a continuous short
dry cough 쐽 an infection that causes coughing
쑗 She has a bad cough and cannot make the
speech. 쐽 verb to send air out of the lungs suddenly because the throat is irritated 쑗 The
smoke made him cough. 쑗 She has a cold and
keeps on coughing and sneezing.
coughing fit / kɒfŋ ft/ noun a sudden attack of coughing
cough medicine / kɒf med(ə)sn/, cough
linctus / kɒf lŋktəs/, cough mixture noun a
liquid taken to soothe the irritation which
causes a cough
cough suppressant / kɒf səpresənt/
noun an opioid or sedative antihistamine drug
such as pholcodine which suppresses the
cough reflex
cough up /kɒf "p/ verb to cough hard to expel a substance from the trachea 쑗 He coughed
up phlegm. 쑗 She became worried when the
girl started coughing up blood.
counselling / kaυnsəlŋ/ noun a method of
treating especially psychiatric disorders in
which a specialist talks with a person about his
or her condition and how to deal with it
counsellor / kaυnsələ/ noun a person who
advises and talks with someone about his or
her problems
counteract /kaυntər kt/ verb to act
against something or reduce the effect of
something 쑗 The lotion should counteract the
irritant effect of the spray on the skin.
counteraction /kaυntər kʃən/ noun the
action of one drug which acts against another
drug
counterextension /kaυntərk stenʃən/
noun an orthopaedic treatment in which the
upper part of a limb is kept fixed and traction
is applied to the lower part of it
counterirritant /kaυntər rt(ə)nt/ noun a
substance which alleviates the pain in an internal organ by irritating an area of skin whose
sensory nerves are close to those of the organ
in the spinal cord
counterirritation
/ kaυntərr teʃ(ə)n/
noun a skin irritant applied artificially to alleviate the pain in another part of the body
cotyloid cavity



couch

couching



cough

coughing fit



cough medicine





cough suppressant





cough up



counselling



counsellor



counteract





counteraction





counterextension





counterirritant





counterirritation
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counterstain / kaυntəsten/ noun a stain
used to identify tissue samples, e.g. red dye
used to identify Gram-negative bacteria after
having first stained them with violet dye 쐽
verb to stain specimens with a counterstain
coupling / k"plŋ/ noun 1. an act of joining
together or linking two people, things or processes 2. something which joins two things, especially a device for connecting two pieces of
pipe, hose or tube
course /kɔ s/ noun 1. a programme of study
or training 쑗 went on a course to update his
nursing skills 2. a series of drugs to be taken,
or a series of sessions of treatment 쑗 We’ll put
you on a course of antibiotics.
course of treatment /kɔ s əv tri tmənt/
noun a series of applications of a treatment,
e.g. a series of injections or physiotherapy
cover test / k"və test/ noun a test for a
squint in which an eye is covered and its movements are checked when the cover is taken off
Cowper’s glands / ku pəz &lndz/ plural
noun two glands at the base of the penis which
secrete into the urethra. Also called bulbourecounterstain



coupling



course

course of treatment



cover test



Cowper’s glands



thral glands [Described 1700. After William
Cowper (1666–1709), English surgeon.]
cowpox / kaυpɒks/ noun an infectious viral
cowpox



disease of cattle which can be transmitted to
humans. It was used as a constituent of the first
vaccines for smallpox.
cox- /kɒks/ prefix the hip joint
coxa / kɒksə/ noun the hip joint (NOTE: The
cox-

coxa



plural is coxae.)
coxalgia /kɒk sldə/ noun pain in the hip
coxalgia



joint
coxa vara /kɒksə veərə/ noun an unusual
development of the hip bone, making the legs
bow
Coxsackie virus /kɒk ski varəs/ noun
one of a group of enteroviruses which enter the
cells of the intestines and can cause diseases
such as aseptic meningitis and Bornholm disease [After Coxsackie, New York, where the virus
coxa vara



Coxsackie virus



was first identified]
CPAP abbr continuous positive airways presCPAP

sure
CPN abbr community psychiatric nurse
CPR abbr cardiopulmonary resuscitation
crab /krb/, crab louse / krb laυs/ noun a
louse, Phthirius pubis, which infests the pubic
region and other parts of the body with coarse
hair. Also called pubic louse
crack /krk/ noun a thin break 쑗 There’s a
crack in one of the bones in the skull. 쐽 verb to
make a thin break in something, or become
split 쑗 She cracked a bone in her leg. 왍
cracked lip a lip where the skin has split because of cold or dryness
cradle / kred(ə)l/ noun a metal frame put
over a person in bed to keep the weight of the
bedclothes off the body 쐽 verb to carry a child
CPN

CPR

crab



crack

cradle



with one arm under the thigh and the other under the upper back
cradle cap / kred(ə)l kp/ noun a yellow
deposit on the scalp of babies, caused by seborrhoea
cramp /krmp/ noun a painful involuntary
spasm in the muscles, in which the muscle
may stay contracted for some time
crani- /kreni/ prefix same as cranio- (used
cradle cap



cramp

crani-

before vowels)

cranial / kreniəl/ adjective referring to the
skull
cranial bone / kreniəl bəυn/ noun one of
the bones in the skull
cranial cavity / kreniəl kvti/ noun a
space inside the bones of the cranium, in
which the brain is situated
cranial nerve / kreniəl n! v/ noun each of
the nerves, twelve on each side, which are connected directly to the brain, governing mainly
the structures of the head and neck
cranial



cranial bone



cranial cavity



cranial nerve



COMMENT: The cranial nerves are the olfactory, optic, Ioculomotor, trochlear, trigeminal,
(ophthalmic, maxillary and mandibular), abducent, facial, auditory (vestibular and cochlear), glossopharyngeal, vagus, accessory
and hypoglossal.
cranio- /kreniəυ/ prefix the skull
craniometry /kreni ɒmtri/ noun the proccranio-

craniometry





ess of measuring skulls to find differences in
size and shape
craniopharyngioma /kreniəυfə rndi
əυmə/ noun a tumour in the brain originating
in the hypophyseal duct (NOTE: The plural is
craniopharyngioma







craniopharyngiomas or craniopharyngiomata.)
craniostenosis
/kreniəυste nəυss/,
craniosynostosis /kreniəυsnəυ stəυss/
noun the early closing of the bones in a baby’s
craniostenosis











skull, so making the skull contract
craniotabes /kreniəυ tebi z/ noun thinness of the bones in the occipital region of a
child’s skull, caused by rickets, marasmus or
syphilis
craniotomy /kreni ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation on the skull, especially one cutting
away part of the skull (NOTE: The plural is cranicraniotabes





craniotomy





otomies.)

cranium / kreniəm/ noun same as skull
cranium



(NOTE: The plural is craniums or crania.)
COMMENT: The cranium consists of the occipital bone, two parietal bones, two temporal
bones and the frontal, ethmoid and sphenoid
bones.
cream /kri m/ noun a medicinal oily subcream

stance, used to rub on the skin
creatine / kri ti n/ noun a compound of nitrogen found in the muscles, produced by protein metabolism and excreted as creatinine
creatine phosphate /kri ti n fɒsfet/
noun a store of energy-giving phosphate in
muscles
creatine



creatine phosphate
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creatinine /kri təni n/ noun a substance
which is the form in which creatine is excreted
creatinine
clearance
/kritəni n
klərəns/ noun removal of creatinine from the
blood by the kidneys
creatinuria /krit njυəriə/ noun excess
creatine in the urine
creatorrhoea /kri ətə ri ə/ noun the presence of undigested muscle fibre in the faeces,
occurring in some pancreatic diseases
Credé’s method /kre dez meθəd/ noun 1.
a method of extracting a placenta by massaging the uterus through the abdomen 2. the
putting of silver nitrate solution into the eyes
of a baby born to a mother who has gonorrhoea, in order to prevent gonococcal conjunctivitis [Described 1860. After Karl Sigmund
creatinine



creatinine clearance



creatinuria





creatorrhoea





Credé’s method



Franz Credé (1819–92), German gynaecologist.]
creeping eruption /kri pŋ  r"pʃən/ noun
creeping eruption





an itching skin complaint, caused by larvae of
various parasites which creep under the skin
crepitation /krep teʃ(ə)n/ noun an unusual soft crackling sound heard in the lungs
through a stethoscope. Also called rale
crepitus / kreptəs/ noun 1. a harsh crackling sound heard through a stethoscope in a
person with inflammation of the lungs 2. a
scratching sound made by a broken bone or
rough joint
crest /krest/ noun a long raised part on a bone
crest of ilium /krest əv liəm/ noun same
as iliac crest
cretinism / kretnz(ə)m/ noun now called
crepitation





crepitus



crest

crest of ilium



cretinism



congenital hyperthyroidism (NOTE: This term
is regarded as offensive.)
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease /krɔtsfelt
jkɒb dzi z/ noun a disease of the nervous
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease





system caused by a slow-acting prion which
eventually affects the brain. It may be linked to
BSE in cows. Abbr CJD. 쒁 variant CJD [De-

scribed 1920 by H.G. Creutzfeldt (1885–1964);
1921 by A.M. Jakob (1884–1931), German psychiatrists]
cribriform / krbrfɔ m/ adjective having
cribriform



small holes like a sieve
cribriform plate / krbrfɔ m plet/ noun
the top part of the ethmoid bone which forms
the roof of the nasal cavity and part of the roof
of the eye sockets
crick /krk/ noun a painful stiffness in the
neck or back (informal )
cricoid / krakɔd/ adjective relating to the
lowest part of the cartilage of the larynx
cricoid cartilage /krakɔd kɑ təld/
noun ring-shaped cartilage in the lower part of
the larynx. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
cri-du-chat syndrome /kri dju ʃɑ sn
drəυm/ noun a congenital condition, caused
by loss of part of chromosome 5, which is
cribriform plate



crick

cricoid



cricoid cartilage



cri-du-chat syndrome



cross-eyed
characterised in babies by a cry suggestive of
that of a cat
Crigler-Najjar syndrome /kr&lə ndɑ
sndrəυm/ noun a genetically controlled condition in which bilirubin cannot be formed,
leading to jaundice or even brain damage
criminal abortion /krmn(ə)l ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/
noun an abortion which is carried out illegally
crisis / krass/ noun 1. a situation or period
of difficulty demanding action 쑗 Is there a crisis in the health service? 2. a turning point in a
disease, after which the person may start to become better or very much worse
Crigler-Najjar syndrome



criminal abortion





crisis



COMMENT: Many diseases progress to a crisis
and then the patient rapidly gets better. The
opposite situation where the patient gets better very slowly is called lysis.
crista / krstə/ noun 1. a ridge, e.g. the border
of a bone 2. a fold in the inner membrane of a
mitrochondrion (NOTE: The plural is cristae.)
crista galli /krstə &la/ noun a projection
crista



crista galli



from the ethmoid bone
criterion /kra təriən/ noun an accepted
standard used in making a decision or judgment about something (NOTE: The plural is cricriterion



teria.)

critical / krtk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to a
crisis 2. extremely serious 쑗 He was taken to
hospital in a critical condition 3. which criticises 쑗 The report was critical of the state of
aftercare provision.
critical list / krtk(ə)l lst/ noun the list of
patients in a hospital whose condition is medically life-threatening
CRNA abbr certified registered nurse anaesthetist
Crohn’s disease / krəυnz dzi z/ noun a
persistent inflammatory disease, usually of the
lower intestinal tract, characterised by thickening and scarring of the intestinal wall and obstruction [Described 1932. After Burrill Bernard
critical



critical list



CRNA

Crohn’s disease





Crohn (1884–1983), New York physician.]
COMMENT: No certain cause has been found
for Crohn’s disease, where only one section of
the intestine becomes inflamed and can be
blocked.
cromolyn sodium /krəυməln səυdiəm/
noun a drug that helps to prevent the release of
cromolyn sodium



histamine and other substances which cause
many of the symptoms of asthma and hay fever
cross-dresser noun someone who wears
clothes usually worn by people of the opposite
sex, e.g. a transvestite
cross-dressing /krɒs dresŋ/ noun the
practice of wearing clothes usually worn by
people of the opposite sex, e.g. by transvestites
cross eye / krɒs a/ noun same as convercross-dresser

cross-dressing

cross eye



gent strabismus (informal )
cross-eyed /krɒs ad/ adjective having
convergent strabismus (informal )
cross-eyed
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cross-infection /krɒs n fekʃən/ noun an
infection passed from one patient to another in
hospital, either directly or from nurses, visitors
or equipment
crossmatch /krɒs mtʃ/ verb (in transplant
surgery) to match a donor to a recipient as
closely as possible to avoid tissue rejection. 쒁
cross-infection



crossmatch



blood group

crossmatching /krɒs mtʃŋ/ noun the
process of matching a transplant donor to a recipient as closely as possible to avoid tissue rejection
cross-resistance /krɒs r zstəns/ noun
the development by a disease agent of resistance to a number of similar drugs or chemicals
of the same class
cross-section / krɒs sekʃən/ noun 1. a
small part of something, taken to be representative of the whole 쑗 The team consulted a
cross-section of hospital ancillary staff. 2. a
sample cut across a specimen for examination
under a microscope 쑗 He examined a crosssection of the lung tissue.
crotamiton /krə tmt(ə)n/ noun a chemical that kills mites, used to treat scabies
crotch /krɒtʃ/ noun the point where the legs
meet the body, where the genitals are. Also
called crutch
croup /kru p/ noun acute infection of the upper respiratory passages which blocks the larynx, affecting children
crossmatching



cross-resistance





cross-section



crotamiton



crotch

croup

COMMENT:

The patient’s larynx swells, and he
or she breathes with difficulty and has a barking cough. Attacks usually occur at night.
They can be fatal if the larynx becomes completely blocked.
crown /kraυn/ noun 1. the top part of a tooth
above the level of the gums 2. an artificial top
attached to a tooth 3. the top part of the head 쐽
crown

verb to put an artificial crown on a tooth
crowning / kraυnŋ/ noun 1. the act of
putting an artificial crown on a tooth 2. a stage
crowning



crus cerebri /kr"s serbra/ noun each of
the nerve tracts between the cerebrum and the
medulla oblongata (NOTE: The plural is crura
crus cerebri

cerebri.)

crush fracture / kr"ʃ frktʃə/ noun a fracture by compression of the bone
crush syndrome / kr"ʃ sndrəυm/ noun a
condition in which a limb has been crushed, as
in an accident, causing kidney failure and
shock
crus of penis /kr"s əv pi ns/ noun a part
of a corpus cavernosum attached to the pubic
arch
crust /kr"st/ noun a dry layer of blood, pus or
other secretion that forms over a cut or sore
crutch /kr"tʃ/ noun 1. a strong support for
someone with an injured leg, formed of a stick
with a T-bar which fits under the armpit, especially formerly, or a holding bar and elbow
clasp 2. same as crotch
cry- /kra/ prefix same as cryo- (used before
crush fracture



crush syndrome



crus of penis



crust

crutch

cry-

vowels)

cryaesthesia /krai s θi ziə/ noun the fact
of being sensitive to cold
cryo- /kraəυ/ prefix cold
cryobank / kraəυbŋk/ noun a place where
biological material such as semen and body
tissue can be stored at extremely low temperatures
cryoprecipitate /kraəυpr sptət/ noun a
precipitate such as from blood plasma, which
separates out on freezing and thawing
cryaesthesia





cryo-

cryobank



cryoprecipitate





COMMENT: Cryoprecipitate from blood plasma
contains Factor VIII and is used to treat haemophilia.
cryoprobe / kraəυprəυb/ noun an instrucryoprobe



ment used in cryosurgery with a tip that is kept
very cold to destroy tissue
cryosurgery /kraəυ s! dəri/ noun surgery which uses extremely cold instruments to
destroy tissue
cryotherapy /kraəυ θerəpi/ noun treatment using extreme cold, as in removing a
wart with dry ice
crypt /krpt/ noun a small cavity in the body
crypto- /krptəυ/ prefix hidden
cryptocci /krptə kɒki/ plural of cryptocryosurgery





in childbirth in which the top of the baby’s
head becomes visible
cruciate / kru ʃiət/ adjective shaped like a
cross
cruciate ligament /kru ʃiət l&əmənt/
noun any ligament shaped like a cross, especially either of two ligaments behind the knee
which prevent the knee from bending forwards
crude death rate /kru d deθ ret/ noun the
number of deaths in a year, divided by the total
population
crura / krυərə/ plural of crus
crural / krυərəl/ adjective referring to the
thigh, leg or shin
crura of the diaphragm /krυərə əv ðə
daəfrəm/ plural noun the long muscle fibres joining the diaphragm to the lumbar vertebrae
crus /kr"s/ noun a long projecting part (NOTE:

cryptococcal meningitis /krptəkɒk(ə)l
menn dats/ noun a form of meningitis that
is a feature of cryptococcosis
cryptococcosis /krptəυkə kəυss/ noun
an infection mainly affecting the brain or nervous system, caused by the fungus Cryptococcus neoformans. It occurs most often in people
with HIV infection.
cryptococcus /krptə kɒkəs/ noun one of
several single-celled yeasts which exist in the
soil and can cause disease (NOTE: The plural is

The plural is crura.)

cryptococci.)

cruciate



cruciate ligament



crude death rate

crura



crural



crura of the diaphragm



crus

cryotherapy





crypt

crypto-

cryptocci





coccus
cryptococcal meningitis





cryptococcosis





cryptococcus





Medicine.fm Page 95 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

95
cryptomenorrhoea /krptəυmenə ri ə/
noun the retention of menstrual flow, usually
caused by an obstruction
cryptorchidism /krp tɔ kdz(ə)m/, cryptorchism /krp tɔ kz(ə)m/ noun a condition
in a young male in which the testicles do not
move down into the scrotum
cryptosporidia /krptəυspə rdiə/ plural
of cryptosporidium
cryptosporidiosis /krptəυspərdi əυss/
noun an infectious condition of humans and
domestic animals, spread by an intestinal parasite Cryptosporidium parvum. Its symptoms
are fever, diarrhoea and stomach cramps.
cryptosporidium
/krptəυspə rdiəm/
noun a parasite which contaminates drinking
water supplies, causing intestinal infection
cryptomenorrhoea





cryptorchidism





cryptosporidia





cryptosporidiosis







cryptosporidium





(NOTE: The plural is cryptosporidia.)
crypts of Lieberkühn /krpts əv
li bəku n/ plural noun tubular glands found in
crypts of Lieberkühn



the mucous membrane of the small and large
intestine, especially those between the bases of
the villi in the small intestine. Also called Lieberkühn’s glands [Described 1745. After Johann Nathaniel Lieberkuhn (1711–56), Berlin
anatomist and physician.]
crystal / krstəl/ noun a chemical formation
crystal



of hard regular-shaped solids
crystalline / krstəlan/ adjective clear like
pure crystal
crystal violet /krst(ə)l vaələt/ noun
same as gentian violet
CSF abbr cerebrospinal fluid
CT abbr computed tomography
CT scan /si ti skn/ noun a computer picture of a slice of the body or an organ produced
by a CT scanner. Also called CAT scan
CT scanner /si ti sknə/ noun a device
which directs a narrow X-ray beam at a thin
section of the body from various angles, using
a computer to build up a complete picture of
the cross-section. Also called CAT scanner
cubital / kju bt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
ulna
cubital fossa /kju bt(ə)l fɒsə/ noun a depression in the front of the elbow joint
cubitus / kju btəs/ noun same as ulna
cuboid / kju bɔd/, cuboid bone / kju bɔd
bəυn/ noun one of the tarsal bones in the foot.
See illustration at FOOT in Supplement
cuboidal cell /kju bɔd(ə)l sel/ noun a
cube-shaped epithelial cell
cuff /k"f/ noun 1. an inflatable ring put round
the arm and inflated when blood pressure is
being measured 2. an inflatable ring put round
an endotracheal tube to close the passage
cuirass respirator /kwrs respretə/
noun a type of artificial respirator which surrounds only the chest
crystalline



crystal violet



CSF

CT

CT scan



CT scanner



cubital



cubital fossa



cubitus



cuboid





cuboidal cell



cuff

cuirass respirator



Curling’s ulcer
culdoscope / k"ldəυskəυp/ noun an instrument used to inspect the interior of a woman’s
pelvis, introduced through the vagina
culdoscopy /k"l dɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the interior of a woman’s pelvis using
a culdoscope
culture / k"ltʃə/ noun 1. the shared values
and behaviour of a group 2. microoorganisms
or tissues grown in a culture medium in a laboratory 쐽 verb to grow microorganisms or tissues in a culture medium
culture medium / k"ltʃə mi diəm/ noun a
substance in which a culture of microorganisms or tissue is grown in a laboratory, e.g.
agar
cumulative / kju mjυlətv/ adjective growing by adding
cumulative action /kju mjυlətv kʃən/
noun an effect of a drug which is given more
often than it can be excreted and so accumulates in the tissues
cuneiform / kju nfɔ m/, cuneiform bone /
kju nfɔ m bəυn/ noun one of the three tarsal
bones in the foot. See illustration at FOOT in
Supplement
cupola / kju pələ/ noun 1. a dome-shaped
structure 2. a piece of cartilage in a semicircular canal which is moved by the fluid in the canal and connects with the vestibular nerve
curable / kjυərəb(ə)l/ adjective able to be
cured 쑗 a curable form of cancer
curare /kjυ rɑ ri/ noun a drug derived from
South American plants, antagonist to acetylcholine and used surgically to paralyse muscles during operations without causing unconsciousness (NOTE: Curare is the poison used to
culdoscope



culdoscopy



culture



culture medium



cumulative



cumulative action



cuneiform





cupola



curable



curare



make poison arrows.)

curative / kjυərətv/ adjective able to cure
cure /kjυə/ noun a particular way of making
someone well or of stopping an illness 쑗 Scientists are trying to develop a cure for the common cold. 쐽 verb to make someone healthy 쑗
She was completely cured. 쑗 Can the doctors
cure his bad circulation?
curettage /kjυə retd/ noun the procedure
of scraping the inside of a hollow organ, often
the uterus, to remove a growth or tissue for examination. Also called curettement
curette /kjυə ret/ noun a surgical instrument
like a long thin spoon, used for scraping the inside of an organ (NOTE: The US spelling is curet.) 쐽 verb to scrape an organ with a curette
curative



cure

curettage



curette



(NOTE: curettes – curetting – curetted. The US
spelling is curet.)
curettement same as curettage
curie / kjυəri/ noun a former unit of measurecurettement

curie



ment of radioactivity, replaced by the becquerel. Symbol Ci
Curling’s ulcer /k! lŋz "lsə/ noun an ulcer of the duodenum following severe injury to
the body
Curling’s ulcer
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curvature / k! vətʃə/ noun the way in which
something bends from a straight line 쑗 greater
or lesser curvature of the stomach
curvature of the spine /k! vətʃər əv ðə
span/ noun an unusual bending of the spine
forwards or sideways
cushingoid / kυʃŋɔd/ adjective showing
symptoms of Cushing’s disease
Cushing’s disease / kυʃŋz dzi z/, Cushing’s syndrome / kυʃŋz sndrəυm/ noun a
condition in which the adrenal cortex produces
too many corticosteroids [Described 1932. Afcurvature



curvature of the spine



cushingoid



Cushing’s disease







ter Harvey Williams Cushing (1869–1939), surgeon, Boston, USA.]
COMMENT: The syndrome is caused either by
a tumour in the adrenal gland, by excessive
stimulation of the adrenals by the basophil
cells of the pituitary gland, or by a corticosteroid-secreting tumour. The syndrome causes
swelling of the face and trunk, weakening of
the muscles, raised blood pressure and retention of salt and water in the body.
cusp /k"sp/ noun 1. the pointed tip of a tooth
2. a flap of membrane forming a valve in the
cusp

heart
cuspid / k"spd/ noun same as canine
cut /k"t/ noun 1. a reduction in the number or
amount of something 2. a place where the skin
has been penetrated by a sharp instrument 쑗
She had a bad cut on her left leg. 쑗 The nurse
will put a bandage on your cut. 쐽 verb 1. to
make an opening in something using a knife,
scissors or other sharp thing 쑗 The surgeon cut
the diseased tissue away with a scalpel. 쑗 She
cut her finger on the broken glass. 2. to reduce
the number or amount of something 쑗 Accidents have been cut by 10%. (NOTE: cutting –
cuspid



cut

cut)
cut-

cut- prefix referring to the skin
cutaneous /kju teniəs/ adjective referring
to the skin
cutaneous leishmaniasis /kjuteniəs
li ʃmə naəss/ noun a form of skin disease
caused by the tropical parasite Leishmania.
Also called Delhi boil
cutdown / k"tdaυn/ noun the procedure of
cutting a vein to insert a cannula or administer
an intravenous drug
cuticle / kju tk(ə)l/ noun 1. same as epidermis 2. a strip of epidermis attached at the base
of a nail
cutis / kju ts/ noun the skin
cutis anserina /kju ts nseranə/ noun a
reaction of the skin when someone is cold or
frightened, the skin being raised into many little bumps by the action of the arrector pili
muscles. Also called goose bumps
CVA abbr cerebrovascular accident
cyan- /saən/ prefix same as cyano- (used becutaneous



cutaneous leishmaniasis





cutdown



cuticle



cutis



cutis anserina



CVA

cyan-

fore vowels)
cyanide / saənad/ noun a poison which
cyanide



kills very rapidly when drunk or inhaled

cyano- /saənəυ/ prefix blue
cyanocobalamin /saənəυkəυ bləmn/
same as Vitamin B12
cyanosed / saənəυst/ adjective with blue
skin 쑗 The patient was cyanosed round the
lips.
cyanosis /saə nəυss/ noun a condition
characterised by a blue colour of the peripheral
skin and mucous membranes, a symptom of
lack of oxygen in the blood, e.g. in heart or
lung disease
cyanotic /saə nɒtk/ adjective referring to
or having cyanosis
cyclandelate /s klndəlet/ noun a drug
used to treat cerebrovascular disease
cycle / sak(ə)l/ noun a series of events which
recur regularly
cyclic / sklk, saklk/ adjective 1. occurring or repeated in cycles 2. referring to organic compounds composed of a closed ring of atoms
cyclical / sklk(ə)l/ adjective referring to cycles
cyclical vomiting /sklk(ə)l vɒmtŋ/
noun repeated attacks of vomiting
-cycline /sakln/ suffix used in names of antibiotics 쑗 tetracycline
cyclitis /s klats/ noun inflammation of the
ciliary body in the eye
cyclizine / saklzi n/ noun an antihistamine
drug that can be used to control nausea and
vomiting
cyclo- /sakləυ/ prefix cycles
cyclodialysis /sakləυda ləss/ noun a
surgical operation to connect the anterior
chamber of the eye and the choroid, as a treatment of glaucoma
cyclopentolate /sakləυ pentəlet/ noun a
drug used to paralyse the ciliary muscle
cyclophosphamide /sakləυ fɒsfəmad/
noun a drug which suppresses immunity, used
in the treatment of leukaemia, lymphoma,
Hodgkin’s disease and tumours
cycloplegia /sakləυ pli də/ noun paralysis of the ciliary muscle which makes it impossible for the eye to focus properly
cyclopropane /sakləυ prəυpen/ noun a
flammable hydrocarbon gas used as a general
anaesthetic and in organic synthesis
cyclothymia /sakləυ θamiə/ noun a mild
form of bipolar disorder in which the person
experiences alternating depression and excitement
cyclotomy /sa klɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make a cut in the ciliary body (NOTE:
cyano-

cyanocobalamin





cyanosed



cyanosis





cyanotic





cyclandelate



cycle



cyclic





cyclical



cyclical vomiting



-cycline

cyclitis



cyclizine



cyclo-

cyclodialysis





cyclopentolate





cyclophosphamide





cycloplegia





cyclopropane





cyclothymia





cyclotomy



The plural is cyclotomies.)
-cyclovir /sakləυvə/ suffix used in the
-cyclovir

names of antiviral drugs
cyesis /sa i ss/ noun same as pregnancy
cyesis



(technical )
cylinder / slndə/ noun 쏡 oxygen cylinder
cylinder
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cyst /sst/ noun an unusual growth in the body
shaped like a pouch, containing liquid or semiliquid substances
cyst- /sst/ prefix the bladder
cystadenoma /sstəd nəυmə/ noun an adenoma in which fluid-filled cysts form (NOTE:
cyst

cyst-

cystadenoma





The plural is cystadonomas or cystadonomata.)
cystalgia /s stldə/ noun pain in the uricystalgia



nary bladder
cystectomy /s stektəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove all or part of the urinary
bladder (NOTE: The plural is cystectomies.)
cystic / sstk/ adjective 1. referring to cysts
2. referring to a bladder
cystic artery /sstk ɑ təri/ noun an artery
leading from the hepatic artery to the gall bladder
cystic duct / sstk d"kt/ noun a duct which
takes bile from the gall bladder to the common
bile duct
cysticercosis /ssts! kəυss/ noun a disease caused by infestation of tapeworm larvae
from pork
cysticercus /sst s! kəs/ noun the larva of
a tapeworm of the genus Taenia, found in pork,
which is enclosed in a cyst (NOTE: The plural is
cystectomy



cystic



cystic artery



cystic duct



cysticercosis





cysticercus





cysticerci.)

cystic fibrosis /sstk fa brəυss/ noun a
hereditary disease in which there is malfunction of the exocrine glands such as the pancreas, in particular those which secrete mucus,
causing respiratory difficulties, male infertility
and malabsorption of food from the gastrointestinal tract. Also called fibrocystic disease,
cystic fibrosis





mucoviscidosis
COMMENT: The thick mucous secretions cause
blockage of ducts and many serious secondary effects in the intestines and lungs. Symptoms include loss of weight, abnormal faeces
and bronchitis. If diagnosed early, cystic fibrosis can be controlled with vitamins, physiotherapy and pancreatic enzymes.
cystic vein / sstk ven/ noun a vein which
cystic vein



drains the gall bladder
cystine / ssti n/ noun an amino acid. It can
cause stones to form in the urinary system of
people who have a rare inherited metabolic
disorder.
cystinosis /sst nəυss/ noun a disorder affecting the absorption of amino acids, resulting in excessive amounts of cystine accumulating in the kidneys
cystinuria /sst njυəriə/ noun cystine in
the urine
cystitis /s stats/ noun inflammation of the
urinary bladder, which makes someone pass
water often and with a burning sensation
cystocele / sstəsi l/ noun a hernia of the
urinary bladder into the vagina
cystogram / sstə&rm/ noun an X-ray photograph of the urinary bladder
cystine



cystinosis





cystinuria





cystitis



cystocele



cystogram



cytomegalovirus
cystography /s stɒ&rəfi/ noun an examination of the urinary bladder by X-rays after radio-opaque dye has been introduced
cystolithiasis /sstəl θaəss/ noun a condition in which stones are formed in the urinary bladder
cystometer /s stɒmtə/ noun an apparatus
which measures the pressure in the bladder
cystometry /s stɒmtr/ noun measurement
of the pressure in the bladder
cystopexy /s stɒpeksi/ noun a surgical operation to fix the bladder in a different position. Also called vesicofixation (NOTE: The
cystography



cystolithiasis





cystometer



cystometry



cystopexy



plural is cystopexies.)

cystoplasty / sstəplsti/ noun a surgical
operation on the bladder (NOTE: The plural is
cystoplasty





cystoplasties.)
cystoscope / sstəskəυp/ noun an instrucystoscope



ment made of a long tube with a light at the
end, used to inspect the inside of the bladder
cystoscopy /s stɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the bladder using a cystoscope (NOTE:
cystoscopy



The plural is cystoscopies.)
cystostomy /s stɒstəmi/, cystotomy /s
stɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an
cystostomy





opening between the bladder and the abdominal wall to allow urine to pass without going
through the urethra. Also called vesicostomy
(NOTE: The plurals are cystostomies and
cystotomies.)
cystourethrography /sstəυjυər θrɒ&rəfi/
noun X-ray examination of the bladder and
cystourethrography







urethra
cystourethroscope
/sstəυjυ ri θrə
skəυp/ noun an instrument used to inspect the
bladder and urethra
cyt- /sat/ prefix same as cyto- (used before
cystourethroscope





cyt-

vowels)
cyto- /satəυ/ prefix cell
cytochemistry /satəυ kemstri/ noun the
cyto-

cytochemistry





study of the chemical activity of cells
cytodiagnosis /satəυdaə& nəυss/ noun
diagnosis after examination of cells
cytogenetics /satəυdə netks/ noun a
branch of genetics which studies the function
of cells, especially chromosomes, in heredity
cytokine / satəυkan/ noun a protein secreted by cells of the lymph system which is involved in controlling response to inflammation
cytokinesis /satəυk ni ss/ noun changes
in the cytoplasm of a cell during division
cytological smear /satəlɒdk(ə)l smə/
noun a sample of tissue taken for examination
under a microscope
cytology /sa tɒlədi/ noun the study of the
structure and function of cells
cytolysis /sa tɒləss/ noun the breaking
down of cells
cytomegalovirus /satəυ me&ələυvarəs/
noun one of the herpesviruses which can cause
cytodiagnosis



cytogenetics





cytokine



cytokinesis





cytological smear



cytology



cytolysis



cytomegalovirus
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serious congenital disorders in a fetus if it infects the pregnant mother. Abbr CMV
cytometer /sa tɒmtə/ noun an instrument
attached to a microscope, used for measuring
and counting the number of cells in a specimen
cytopenia /satəυ pi niə/ noun a deficiency
of cellular elements in blood or tissue
cytoplasm / satəυplz(ə)m/ noun a substance inside the cell membrane which surrounds the nucleus of a cell
cytoplasmic /satəυ plzmk/ adjective referring to the cytoplasm of a cell
cytometer



cytopenia





cytoplasm



cytoplasmic





cytosine / satəυsi n/ noun one of the four
basic chemicals in DNA
cytosome / satəυsəυm/ noun the body of a
cell, not including the nucleus
cytotoxic /satəυ tɒksk/ adjective 1. referring to a drug or agent which prevents cell division 2. referring to cells in the immune system which destroy other cells
cytotoxic drug /satəυtɒksk dr"&/ noun
a drug which reduces the reproduction of cells,
used to treat cancer
cytotoxin /satəυ tɒksn/ noun a substance
which has a toxic effect on cells
cytosine



cytosome



cytotoxic





cytotoxic drug



cytotoxin
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d /di / symbol decida symbol decadab /db/ verb to touch something lightly 쑗
He dabbed around the cut with a piece of cotton wool.
da Costa’s syndrome /dɑ kɒstəz sn
drəυm/ noun same as disordered action of the
d

da

dab

da Costa’s syndrome

heart [Described 1871. After Jacob Mendes da
Costa (1833–1900), Philadelphia surgeon, who
described this condition in soldiers in the American Civil War.]
dacryo- /dkriəυ/ prefix tears
dacryoadenitis /dkriəυd nats/ noun
dacryo-

dacryoadenitis





inflammation of the lacrimal gland
dacryocystitis /dkriəυs stats/ noun
inflammation of the lacrimal sac when the tear
duct, which drains into the nose, becomes
blocked
dacryocystography /dkriəυs stɒ&rəfi/
noun contrast radiography to determine the
site of an obstruction in the tear ducts
dacryocystorhinostomy
/dkriəυ
sstəυra nɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation
to bypass a blockage from the tear duct which
takes tears into the nose. Abbr DCR (NOTE: The
dacryocystitis





dacryocystography





dacryocystorhinostomy







plural is dacryocystorhinostomies.)

dacryolith / dkriəυlθ/ noun a stone in the
lacrimal sac
dacryoma /dkri əυmə/ noun a benign
swelling in one of the tear ducts (NOTE: The pludacryolith



dacryoma





ral is dacryomas or dacryomata.)
dactyl / dktl/ noun a finger or toe
dactyl- /dktl/ prefix same as dactylo- (used
before vowels)
dactylitis /dkt lats/ noun inflammation
dactyl



dactyl-

dactylitis





of the fingers or toes, caused by bone infection
or rheumatic disease
dactylo- /dktləυ/ prefix referring to the fingers or toes
dactylology /dkt lɒlədi/ noun signs
made with the fingers in place of words when
talking to a person who is unable to hear, or
when a person who is unable to hear or speak
wants to communicate
dactylo-

dactylology





dactylomegaly /dktləυ me&əli/ noun a
condition in which a person has longer fingers
than usual
DAH abbr disordered action of the heart
daily / deli/ adverb every day 쑗 Take the
medicine twice daily.
Daltonism / dɔ ltənz(ə)m/ noun the commonest form of colour blindness, in which
someone cannot see the difference between
red and green. Also called protanopia [Dedactylomegaly





DAH

daily



Daltonism



scribed 1794. After John Dalton (1766–1844),
English chemist and physician. Founder of the
atomic theory, he himself was colour-blind.]
damage / dmd/ noun harm done to things
쑗 The disease caused damage to the brain
cells. 쐽 verb to harm something 쑗 His hearing
damage



or his sense of balance was damaged in the accident.
damp /dmp/ adjective slightly wet 쑗 You
should put a damp compress on the bruise.
D & C /di ən/ abbr dilatation and curettage
dander / dndə/ noun very small fragments
that fall from the feathers, hair or skin of animals or people
dandruff / dndrəf/ noun pieces of dead
skin from the scalp which fall out when the
hair is combed. Also called pityriasis capitis,
damp

D & C

dander



dandruff



scurf

D and V /di ən vi / abbr diarrhoea and vomiting
Dandy-Walker syndrome /dndi wɔ kə
sndrəυm/ noun a congenital condition in
which there is no Magendie’s foramen in the
brain
danger / dendə/ noun the possibility of
harm or death 쑗 Unless the glaucoma is treated quickly, there’s a danger that the patient
will lose his eyesight or a danger of the patient
losing his eyesight. 왍 out of danger no longer
likely to die
dangerous / dendərəs/ adjective causing
harm or death
dangerous drug /dendərəs dr"&/ noun
1. a drug which is harmful and is not available
to the general public, e.g. morphine or heroin
2. a poison which can only be sold to specific
persons
D and V



Dandy-Walker syndrome



danger



dangerous



dangerous drug
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dark adaptation /dɑ k dp teʃ(ə)n/
noun the reflex changes which enable the eye
to continue to see in dim light. For example,
the pupil becomes larger and the rods in the
retina become more active than the cones.
darkening / dɑ knŋ/ noun the act of becoming darker in colour 쑗 Darkening of the tissue
takes place after bruising.
data / detə/ plural noun information in words
or figures about a particular subject, especially
information which is available on computer
dark adaptation



darkening



data



(NOTE: In scientific usage, data is used with a
plural verb: The data are accurate. In everyday
language, data is often used with a singular
verb: The recent data supports our case.)
data bank / detə bŋk/ noun a store of information in a computer 쑗 The hospital keeps
data bank



a data bank of information about possible kidney donors.
database noun a structured collection of information in a computer that can be automatically retrieved and manipulated
Data Protection Act /detə prə tekʃ(ə)n/
noun a parliamentary act intended to protect
information about individuals that is held on
computers. It ensures that all information is
stored securely and allows people to have access to their entries.
daughter / dɔ tə/ noun a female child of a
parent 쑗 They have two sons and one daughter.
daughter cell / dɔ tə sel/ noun any of the
cells which develop by mitosis from a single
parent cell
day blindness / de blandnəs/ noun same
as hemeralopia
day care / de keə/ noun supervised recreation or medical care provided during the day
for people who need special help, e.g. some
elderly people or small children
day case / de kes/ noun same as day padatabase

Data Protection Act





daughter



daughter cell



day blindness



day care



day case



tient

day case surgery / de kes s! dəri/
noun same as day surgery
day centre / de sentə/ noun a place providing day care
day hospital / de hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a hospital where people are treated during the day and
go home in the evenings
day nursery / de n! s(ə)ri/ noun a place
where small children can be looked after during the daytime while their parents or guardians are at work
day patient / de peʃ(ə)nt/ noun a patient
who is in hospital for treatment for a day and
does not stay overnight. Also called day case
day patient care / de peʃ(ə)nt keə/ noun
care for patients who are resident in a hospital
during the daytime only
day recovery ward /de r k"v(ə)ri wɔ d/
noun a ward where day patients who have had
day case surgery



day centre



day hospital



day nursery



day patient



day patient care



day recovery ward



minor operations can recover before going
home
day surgery / de s! dəri/ noun a surgical
operation which does not require the patient to
stay overnight in hospital. Also called day
day surgery



case surgery
dazed /dezd/ adjective confused in the mind
쑗 She was found walking about in a dazed
condition. 쑗 He was dazed after the accident.
dB abbr decibel
DCR abbr dacryocystorhinostomy
DDS abbr US doctor of dental surgery
DDT abbr dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
de- /di / prefix removal or loss
dead /ded/ adjective 1. no longer alive 쑗 My
grandparents are both dead 쑗 The woman was
dazed

dB

DCR

DDS

DDT

de-

dead

rescued from the crash, but was certified dead
on arrival at the hospital 2. not sensitive 쑗 The
nerve endings are dead. 쑗 His fingers went
dead.
deaden / ded(ə)n/ verb to make something
such as pain or noise less strong 쑗 The doctor
gave him an injection to deaden the pain.
dead fingers /ded fŋ&əz/ noun same as
deaden



dead fingers

Raynaud’s disease

deadly nightshade /dedli natʃed/ noun
same as belladonna
dead man’s fingers /ded mnz fŋ&əz/
noun same as Raynaud’s disease
dead space /ded spes/ noun a breath in the
last part of the process of breathing in air
which does not get further than the bronchial
tubes
deaf /def/ adjective not able to hear in circumstances where most people would 쑗 You have
to speak slowly and clearly when you talk to
Mr Jones because he’s quite deaf. 쒁 hearingimpaired 쐽 plural noun 왍 the deaf people who
are deaf
deaf and dumb /def ən d"m/ noun not
able to hear or to speak (NOTE: This term is redeadly nightshade



dead man’s fingers



dead space

deaf

deaf and dumb



garded as offensive.)
deafen / def(ə)n/ verb to make someone deaf
for a time 쑗 He was deafened by the explosion.
deafness / defnəs/ noun the fact of being undeafen



deafness



able to hear in circumstances where most people would 앳 partial deafness 1. the condition
of being able to hear some tones, but not all 2.
a general dulling of the whole range of hearing

COMMENT: Deafness has many degrees and
many causes: old age, viruses, exposure to
continuous loud noise or intermittent loud explosions, and diseases such as German measles.
deaminate /di mnet/ verb to remove an
deaminate



amino group from an amino acid, forming ammonia
deamination /di m neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process by which amino acids are broken
down in the liver and urea is formed
deamination





COMMENT: After deamination, the ammonia
which is formed is converted to urea by the liv-
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er, while the remaining carbon and hydrogen
from the amino acid provide the body with
heat and energy.
death /deθ/ noun the permanent end of all natdeath

ural functions
death certificate / deθ sətfkət/ noun an
official document signed by a doctor stating
that a person has died and giving details of the
person and the cause of death
death rate / deθ ret/ noun the number of
deaths per year per thousand of population 쑗
The death rate from cancer of the liver has remained stable.
debilitate /d bltet/ verb to make someone
or something weak 쑗 He was debilitated by a
long illness.
debilitating disease /dbltetŋ d zi z/
noun a disease which makes the person weak
debility /d blti/ noun general weakness
debridement /d bri dmənt/ noun the removal of dirt or dead tissue from a wound to
help healing
deca- /dekə/ prefix ten. Symbol da
Decadron / dekədrɒn/ a trade name for dexamethasone
decalcification /di klsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun
the loss of calcium salts from teeth and bones
decannulation /di knjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun
the removal of a tracheostomy tube
decapitation /dkp teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act or process of cutting off the head of a person or animal
decapsulation /di kpsjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a capsule from an
organ, especially from a kidney
decay /d ke/ noun 1. the process by which
tissues become rotten, caused by the action of
microorganisms and oxygen 2. damage caused
to tissue or a tooth by the action of microorganisms, especially bacteria 쐽 verb (of tissue)
to rot 쑗 The surgeon removed decayed matter
from the wound.
deci- /desi/ prefix one tenth (10-1) 쑗 decigram
Symbol d
decibel / desbel/ noun a unit of measurement of the loudness of sound, used to compare different levels of sound. Symbol dB
death certificate





death rate



debilitate



debilitating disease





debility



debridement



deca-

Decadron



decalcification





decannulation





decapitation





decapsulation





decay



deci-

decibel



COMMENT: Normal conversation is at about
50dB. Very loud noise with a value of over
120dB, e.g. that of aircraft engines, can cause
pain.
decidua /d sdjuə/ noun a membrane which
lines the uterus after fertilisation (NOTE: The
plural is deciduas or deciduae.)
COMMENT: The decidua is divided into several
parts: the decidua basalis, where the embryo
is attached, the decidua capsularis, which
covers the embryo and the decidua vera
which is the rest of the decidua not touching
the embryo. It is expelled after the birth of the
baby.
decidual /d sdjuəl/ adjective referring to
decidua



decidual



the decidua

decussation

deciduoma /dsdju əυmə/ noun a mass of
decidual tissue remaining in the uterus after
birth (NOTE: The plural is deciduomas or deciddeciduoma





uomata.)

deciduous /d sdjuəs/ adjective referring to
teeth discarded at a later stage of development
deciduous dentition /dsdjuəs den
tʃ(ə)n/ noun the set of twenty teeth which are
gradually replaced by the permanent teeth as a
child grows older
deciduous tooth /d sdjuəs tu θ/ noun
same as primary tooth
decilitre / desli tə/ noun a unit of measurement of liquid equal to one tenth of a litre.
Symbol dl (NOTE: The US spelling is deciliter.)
decimetre / desmi tə/ noun a unit of measurement of length equal to one tenth of a metre. Symbol dm (NOTE: The US spelling is decideciduous



deciduous dentition





deciduous tooth



decilitre



decimetre



meter.)

decompensation /di kɒmpən seʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which an organ such as the
heart cannot cope with extra stress placed on it
and so is unable to perform its function properly
decompose /di kəm pəυz/ verb to rot or
become putrefied (NOTE: decomposing – dedecompensation





decompose





composed)

decomposition /di kɒmpə zʃ(ə)n/ noun
the process where dead matter is rotted by the
action of bacteria or fungi
decompression /di kəm preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
reduction of pressure 2. a controlled reduction
of atmospheric pressure which occurs as a diver returns to the surface
decompression
sickness
/di kəm
preʃ(ə)n sknəs/ noun same as caisson disdecomposition





decompression





decompression sickness





ease

decongest /di kən dest/ verb to loosen or
disperse mucus in the nasal passages, sinuses
or bronchi
decongestant /di kən destənt/ adjective
reducing congestion and swelling 쐽 noun a
drug which reduces congestion and swelling,
sometimes used to unblock the nasal passages
decontamination /di kəntm neʃ(ə)n/
noun the removal of a contaminating substance
such as radioactive material
decortication /di kɔ t keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
surgical removal of the cortex of an organ 왍
decortication of a lung a surgical operation to
remove part of the pleura which has been
thickened or made stiff by chronic empyema
decrudescence /di kru des(ə)ns/ noun a
reduction in the symptoms of a disease
decubitus /d kju btəs/ noun the position
of a person who is lying down
decubitus ulcer /dkju btəs "lsə/ noun
same as bedsore
decussation /di k" seʃ(ə)n/ noun the
crossing of nerve fibres in the central nervous
system. Also called chiasm
decongest





decongestant





decontamination





decortication





decrudescence





decubitus



decubitus ulcer



decussation
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deep /di p/ adjective located, coming from or
reaching relatively far inside the body. Opposite superficial
deep cervical vein /di p s! vk(ə)l ven/
noun a vein in the neck which drains into the
vertebral vein
deep dermal burn /di p d! m(ə)l b! n/
noun a burn which is so severe that a graft will
be necessary to repair the skin damage. Also
called full thickness burn
deep facial vein /di p feʃ(ə)l ven/ noun a
small vein which drains from the pterygoid
process behind the cheek into the facial vein
deeply / di pli/ adverb so as to take in a large
amount of air 쑗 He was breathing deeply.
deep plantar arch /di p plntər ɑ tʃ/
noun a curved artery crossing the sole of the
foot
deep vein /di p ven/ noun a vein which is
inside the body near a bone, as opposed to a
superficial vein near the skin
deep-vein thrombosis /di p ven θrɒm
bəυss/ noun a condition arising when a
thrombus formed in the deep veins of a leg or
the pelvis travels to a lung where it may cause
death. The condition may affect anyone who is
inactive for long periods. Also called phlebothrombosis. Abbr DVT
defecate / defəket/, defaecate verb to pass
faeces out from the bowels through the anus

defibrillation /di fbr leʃ(ə)n/ noun a procedure to correct an irregular heartbeat by applying a large electrical impulse to the chest
wall, especially in potentially life-threatening
circumstances. Also called cardioversion
defibrillator /di fbrletə/ noun an apparatus used to apply an electric impulse to the
heart to make it beat regularly
defibrination /di fabr neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
removal of fibrin from a blood sample to prevent clotting
deficiency /d fʃ(ə)nsi/ noun a lack of
something necessary
deficiency disease /d fʃ(ə)nsi dzi z/
noun a disease caused by lack of an essential
element in the diet such as vitamins or essential amino and fatty acids
deficient /d fʃ(ə)nt/ adjective not meeting
the required standard 왍 deficient in something not containing the necessary amount of
something 쑗 His diet is deficient in calcium or
he has a calcium-deficient diet.
deficit / defst/ noun the amount by which
something is less than it should be
defloration /di flɔ reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
breaking the hymen of a virgin, usually at the
first sexual intercourse
deflorescence /di flɔ res(ə)ns/ noun the
disappearance of a rash
deformans /di fɔ mənz/ 쏡 osteitis deform-

(NOTE: defecating – defecated)
defecation /defə keʃ(ə)n/, defaecation
noun the act of passing out faeces from the

deformation /di fɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of becoming deformed, or the state of
being deformed 쑗 The later stages of the disease are marked by bone deformation.
deformed /d fɔ md/ adjective not shaped or
formed in the expected way
deformity /d fɔ mti/ noun an unusual
shape of part of the body
degenerate /d denəret/ verb to change so
as not to be able to function 쑗 His health degenerated so much that he was incapable of
looking after himself.
degeneration /ddenə reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
change in the structure of a cell or organ so that
it no longer works properly
degenerative disease /dden(ə)rətv d
zi z/,
degenerative
disorder
/d
den(ə)rətv ds ɔ də/ noun a disease or disorder in which there is progressive loss of
function of a part of the body, or in which a
part of the body fails to repair itself
degenerative
joint
disease
/d
den(ə)rətv dɔnt dzi z/ noun same as

deep

deep cervical vein

deep dermal burn

deep facial vein

deeply



deep plantar arch

deep vein

deep-vein thrombosis





defecate



defecation





bowels
defect / di fekt/ noun 1. an unsatisfactory or
imperfect feature of something 2. a lack of
something which is necessary
defective /d fektv/ adjective working badly
or wrongly formed 쑗 The surgeons operated
to repair a defective heart valve. 쐽 noun a person suffering from severe mental impairment
defect



defective



(NOTE: The noun use is regarded as offensive.)
defence /d fens/ noun 1. resistance against
an attack of a disease 2. behaviour of a person
defence



which is aimed at protecting him or her from
harm (NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
defence
mechanism
/d fens
mekənz(ə)m/ noun a subconscious reflex by
which a person prevents himself or herself
from showing emotion
defense /d fens/ noun US same as defence
defensive
medicine
/dfensv
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun extensive diagnostic testing before treatment to minimise the likelihood of a patient suing the doctor or hospital
for negligence
deferent / defərənt/ adjective 1. going away
from the centre 2. referring to the vas deferens
defervescence /defə ves(ə)ns/ noun a period during which a fever is subsiding
defence mechanism



defense



defensive medicine



deferent



defervescence





defibrillation





defibrillator



defibrination





deficiency



deficiency disease





deficient



deficit



defloration





deflorescence





deformans



ans
deformation





deformed



deformity



degenerate



degeneration





degenerative disease









degenerative joint disease





osteoarthritis
deglutition /di &lu tʃ(ə)n/ noun the action
deglutition





of passing food or liquid, and sometimes also
air, from the mouth into the oesophagus
(technical ) Also called swallowing
dehisced /d hst/ adjective referring to a
wound which has split open after being closed
dehisced
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dehiscence /d hs(ə)ns/ noun the act of
opening wide
dehydrate /di ha dret/ verb to lose water,
or cause someone or something to lose water 쑗
During strenuous exercise it’s easy to become
dehydrated. (NOTE: dehydrating – dehydrated)
dehydration /di ha dreʃ(ə)n/ noun loss of
water
dehiscence



dehydrate





dehydration





‘…an estimated 60–70% of diarrhoeal deaths are
caused by dehydration’ [Indian Journal of Medical
Sciences]
COMMENT: Water is more essential than food
for a human being’s survival. If someone
drinks during the day less liquid than is
passed out of the body in urine and sweat, he
or she begins to dehydrate.
dehydrogenase /di ha drɒdənez/ noun
dehydrogenase





an enzyme that transfers hydrogen between
chemical compounds
déjà vu /deɑ vu / noun an illusion that a
new situation is a previous one being repeated,
usually caused by a disease of the brain
Déjerine-Klumpke’s syndrome noun
same as Klumpke’s paralysis
deleterious /del təriəs/ adjective damaging or harmful
Delhi boil /deli bɔl/ noun same as cutanedéjà vu



Déjerine-Klumpke’s syndrome

deleterious





Delhi boil



ous leishmaniasis
delicate / delkət/ adjective 1. easily broken
or harmed 쑗 The bones of a baby’s skull are
very delicate. 쑗 The eye is covered by a delicate membrane. 2. easily falling ill 쑗 His delidelicate



cate state of health means that he is not able to
work long hours. 3. requiring great care or sensitivity 쑗 The surgeons carried out a delicate
operation to join the severed nerves.
delirious /d lriəs/ adjective affected by delirium. A person can become delirious because
of shock, fear, drugs or fever.
delirium /d lriəm/ noun a mental state in
which someone is confused, excited and restless and has hallucinations
delirium tremens /d lriəm tri menz/,
delirium alcoholicum /dlriəm lkə hɒ
lkəm/ noun a state of mental illness usually
found in long-term alcoholics who attempt to
give up alcohol consumption. It includes hallucinations about insects, trembling and excitement. Abbr DTs
delivery /d lv(ə)ri/ noun the birth of a child
delivery bed /d lv(ə)ri bed/ noun a special
bed on which a mother lies to give birth
delivery room /d lv(ə)ri ru m/ noun a
room in a hospital specially equipped for
women to give birth
delta / deltə/ noun the fourth letter of the
Greek alphabet
delta hepatitis /deltə hepə tats/ noun a
severe form of hepatitis caused by an RNA virus in conjunction with the hepatitis B virus.
Also called hepatitis delta
delirious



delirium



delirium tremens







delivery



delivery bed



delivery room



delta



delta hepatitis







dendrite

delta virus /deltə varəs/ noun the RNA virus which causes delta hepatitis
delta wave / deltə wev/ noun a slow brain
wave which is produced in the front of the
brain by adults in deep sleep, registering a frequency of 3.5 hertz
deltoid / deltɔd/, deltoid muscle / deltɔd
m"s(ə)l/ noun a big triangular muscle covering the shoulder joint and attached to the humerus, which lifts the arm sideways
deltoid tuberosity /deltɔd tju bə rɒsti/
noun a raised part of the humerus to which the
deltoid muscle is attached
delusion /d lu (ə)n/ noun a false belief
which a person holds which cannot be changed
by reason 쑗 He suffered from the delusion that
he was wanted by the police.
dementia /d menʃə/ noun the loss of mental
ability and memory due to organic disease of
the brain, causing disorientation and personality changes
delta virus



delta wave



deltoid





deltoid tuberosity





delusion



dementia



‘AIDS dementia is a major complication of HIV infection, occurring in 70–90% of patients’ [British
Journal of Nursing]
dementia of the Alzheimer’s type /d
menʃə əv ði ltshaməz tap/ noun a form
dementia of the Alzheimer’s type



of mental degeneration probably due to Alzheimer’s disease
dementia paralytica /dmenʃə prə ltkə/
noun mental degeneration due to the tertiary
stage of syphilis
dementia praecox /dmenʃə pri kɒks/
noun same as schizophrenia (old )
dementing /d mentŋ/ adjective referring to
someone with dementia
demi- /demi/ prefix half
demographic forecast /demə&rfk
fɔ kɑ st/ noun a forecast of the numbers of
people of different ages and sexes in an area at
some time in the future
demography /d mɒ&rəfi/ noun the study of
populations and environments or changes affecting populations
demulcent /d m"lsənt/ noun a soothing
substance which relieves irritation in the stomach
demyelinating /di maəlnetŋ/ adjective
relating to the destruction of the myelin sheath
round nerve fibres
demyelination /di maəl neʃ(ə)n/ noun
the destruction of the myelin sheath round
nerve fibres, caused, e.g. by injury to the head,
or as the main result of multiple sclerosis
denatured alcohol /di netʃəd lkəhɒl/
noun ethyl alcohol such as methylated spirit,
rubbing alcohol or surgical spirit with an additive, usually methyl alcohol, to make it unpleasant to drink
dendrite / dendrat/ noun a branched structure growing out from a nerve cell, which receives impulses from the nerve endings of othdementia paralytica





dementia praecox



dementing



demi-

demographic forecast



demography



demulcent



demyelinating



demyelination





denatured alcohol



dendrite
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er nerve cells at synapses. See illustration at
NEURONE in Supplement. Also called dendron
dendritic /den drtk/ adjective referring to a
dendrite
dendritic ulcer /dendrtk "lsə/ noun a
branching ulcer on the cornea, caused by a herpesvirus
dendron / dendrɒn/ noun same as dendrite
denervation /di nə veʃ(ə)n/ noun the stopping or cutting of the nerve supply to a part of
the body
dengue / deŋ&i/ noun a tropical disease
caused by an arbovirus transmitted by mosquitoes, characterised by high fever, pains in the
joints, headache and rash. Also called breakdendritic



dendritic ulcer



dendron



denervation





dengue



bone fever
denial /d naəl/ noun a person’s refusal to
denial



accept that he or she has a serious medical
problem
Denis Browne splint /dens braυn
splnt/ noun a metal splint used to correct a
club foot [Described 1934. After Sir Denis John
Denis Browne splint



Wolko Browne (1892–1967), Australian orthopaedic and general surgeon working in Britain.]
dens /denz/ noun a tooth, or something
dens

shaped like a tooth
dent- /dent/ prefix referring to a tooth or teeth
dental / dent(ə)l/ adjective referring to teeth
or to the treatment of teeth 쑗 dental caries 쑗
dental surgeon
dental care / dent(ə)l keə/ noun the examination and treatment of teeth
dental caries /dent(ə)l keərz/ noun the
rotting of a tooth. Also called dental decay
dental cyst /dent(ə)l sst/ noun a cyst near
the root of a tooth
dental decay /dent(ə)l d ke/ noun same
as dental caries
dental floss / dent(ə)l flɒs/ noun a soft
thread which can be pulled between the teeth
to help keep them clean
dental hygiene /dent(ə)l hadi n/ noun
procedures to keep the teeth clean and healthy
dental impaction /dent(ə)l m pkʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which a tooth is closely
pressed against other teeth and cannot grow
normally
dental plaque /dent(ə)l plk/ noun a hard
smooth bacterial deposit on teeth, which is the
probable cause of caries
dental plate / dent(ə)l plet/ noun a prosthesis made to the shape of the mouth, which
holds artificial teeth
dental prosthesis /dent(ə)l prɒs θi ss/
noun one or more false teeth
dental pulp /dent(ə)l p"lp/ noun soft tissue
inside a tooth
dental surgeon / dent(ə)l s! dən/ noun a
person who is qualified to practise surgery on
teeth
dent-

dental



dental care



dental caries



dental cyst



dental decay





dental floss



dental hygiene



dental impaction





dental plaque



dental plate



dental prosthesis



dental pulp



dental surgeon





dental surgery / dent(ə)l s! dəri/ noun 1.
the office and operating room of a dentist 2.
surgery carried out on teeth
dentine / denti n/ noun a hard substance
which surrounds the pulp of teeth, beneath the
enamel (NOTE: The US spelling is dentin.)
dentist / dentst/ noun a person who is qualified to look after teeth and gums
dentistry / dentstri/ noun the profession of
a dentist, or the branch of medicine dealing
with teeth and gums
dentition /den tʃ(ə)n/ noun the number, arrangement and special characteristics of all the
teeth in a person’s jaws
dental surgery



dentine



dentist



dentistry



dentition



COMMENT: Children have incisors, canines
and molars, which are replaced over a period
of years by the permanent teeth: eight incisors, four canines, eight premolars and twelve
molars, the last four molars being called the
wisdom teeth.
dentoid / dentɔd/ adjective shaped like a
dentoid



tooth
denture / dentʃə/ noun a set of false teeth,
fixed to a device which fits inside the mouth
deodorant /di əυd(ə)rənt/ noun a substance
which hides or prevents unpleasant smells 쐽
adjective hiding or preventing odours
deontology /di ɒn tɒlədi/ noun the ethics
of duty and of what is morally right or wrong
deoxygenate /di ɒksdənet/ verb to remove oxygen from something
deoxygenated blood /di ɒksdənet
bl"d/ noun blood from which most of the oxygen has been removed by the tissues. It is
darker than arterial oxygenated blood. Also
called venous blood. Compare deoxygenated
denture



deodorant



deontology





deoxygenate



deoxygenated blood



blood

deoxyribonucleic acid /di ɒksrabəυ
nju kli k sd/ noun full form of DNA
Department of Health /dpɑ tmənt əv
helθ/ noun in the UK, the government department in charge of health services. Abbr DH
dependant /d pendənt/ noun a person who
is looked after or supported by someone else 쑗
He has to support a family of six children and
several dependants.
dependence /d pendəns/, dependency /d
pendənsi/ noun the fact of needing the support of something or someone such as a carer,
nurse or doctor, or of being addicted to a drug
dependent /d pendənt/ adjective 1. needing
the support of someone or something 2. addicted to a drug 3. referring to a part of the body
which is hanging down
dependent relative /dpendənt relətv/
noun a person who is looked after by another
member of the family
depersonalisation
/di p! s(ə)n(ə)la
zeʃ(ə)n/, depersonalization noun a psychiatric state in which someone does not believe
he or she is real
deoxyribonucleic acid



Department of Health



dependant



dependence





dependent



dependent relative



depersonalisation
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depilation /dep leʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal
of hair
depilatory /d plət(ə)ri/ noun a substance
which removes hair 쐽 adjective removing hair
depletion /d pli ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act or process of something being reduced
depilation





depilatory



depletion



Depo-Provera

Depo-Provera a trademark for a progesterone derivative used in birth control and
the treatment of endometriosis which is administered by three-monthly injection
deposit /d pɒzt/ noun a substance which is
attached to part of the body 쑗 Some foods
leave a hard deposit on teeth. 쑗 A deposit of
fat forms on the walls of the arteries. 쐽 verb to
attach a substance to part of the body 쑗 Fat is
deposited on the walls of the arteries.
depressant /d pres(ə)nt/ noun a drug
which reduces the activity of part of the body,
e.g. a tranquilliser
depressed /d prest/ adjective 1. experiencing a mental condition that prevents someone
from carrying out the normal activities of life
in the usual way 왍 clinically depressed Same
as depressed 2. feeling miserable and worried
(informal ) 쑗 He was depressed after his exam
results. 3. referring to something such as a
metabolic rate which is below the usual level
depressed fracture /dprest frktʃə/
noun a fracture of a flat bone such as those in
the skull where part of the bone has been
pushed down lower than the surrounding parts
depression /d preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a mental
condition that prevents someone from carrying
out the normal activities of life in the usual
way 2. a hollow on the surface of a part of the
body
depressive /d presv/ adjective relating to,
causing, or experiencing mental depression 쑗
He is in a depressive state. 쐽 noun 1. a substance which causes depression 2. someone
experiencing depression
depressor /d presə/ noun 1. a muscle which
pulls part of the body downwards 2. a nerve
which reduces the activity of an organ such as
the heart and lowers blood pressure
deprivation /depr veʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
fact of not being able to have something that
you need or want 쑗 sleep deprivation 2. the
lack of basic necessities of life
deradenitis /drd nats/ noun inflammation of the lymph nodes in the neck
Dercum’s disease / d! kəmz dzi z/ noun
same as adiposis dolorosa [Described 1888.
deposit



depressant



depressed



depressed fracture



depression



depressive



depressor



deprivation





deradenitis





Dercum’s disease





After François Xavier Dercum (1856–1931), Professor of Neurology at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, USA.]
derealisation /di rəla zeʃ(ə)n/, derealization noun a psychological state in which
derealisation





someone feels the world around him or her is
not real

dermo-

derivative /d rvətv/ noun a substance
which is derived from another substance
derm- /d! m/ prefix same as derma- (used bederivative



derm-

fore vowels)

-derm /d! m/ suffix skin
derma- /d! mə/ prefix skin
dermal / d! m(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
skin
dermatitis /d! mə tats/ noun inflammation of the skin
-derm

derma-

dermal



dermatitis





‘…various types of dermal reaction to nail varnish
have been noted. Also contact dermatitis caused by
cosmetics such as toothpaste, soap, shaving creams.’
[Indian Journal of Medical Sciences]
dermatitis artefacta /d! mətats ɑ t
fktə/ noun injuries caused by someone to
dermatitis artefacta





their own skin
dermatitis herpetiformis /d! mətats hə
pet fɔ ms/ noun a type of dermatitis where
large itchy blisters form on the skin
dermato- /d! mətəυ/ prefix referring to the
skin
dermatochalasis
/d! mətəυkə lss/
noun a condition where a fold of skin moves
down over the eyelid, common in older people
dermatographia /d! mətəυ &rfiə/ noun
same as dermographia
dermatological /d! mətə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to dermatology
dermatologist /d! mə tɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in the study and treatment of the skin and its diseases
dermatology /d! mə tɒlədi/ noun the
study and treatment of the skin and its diseases
dermatome / d! mətəυm/ noun 1. a special
knife used for cutting thin sections of skin for
grafting 2. an area of skin supplied by one spinal nerve
dermatomycosis /d! mətəυma kəυss/
noun a skin infection caused by a fungus that
is not a dermatophyte
dermatomyositis /d! mətəυmaəυ sats/
noun a collagen disease with a wasting inflammation of the skin and muscles
dermatophyte / d! mətəυfat/ noun a fungus belonging to one of three genera which affect the skin or hair, causing tinea
dermatophytosis /d! mətəυfa təυss/
noun a fungal infection of the skin caused by a
dermatophyte
dermatoplasty / d! mətəυplsti/ noun a
skin graft, replacing damaged skin by skin taken from another part of the body or from a donor
dermatosis /d! mə təυss/ noun a disease
of the skin
dermis / d! ms/ noun a thick layer of living
skin beneath the epidermis. Also called coridermatitis herpetiformis







dermato-

dermatochalasis





dermatographia





dermatological





dermatologist





dermatology





dermatome



dermatomycosis





dermatomyositis





dermatophyte



dermatophytosis





dermatoplasty



dermatosis





dermis



um

dermo- /d! məυ/ prefix same as dermadermo-
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dermographia /d! mə &rfiə/ noun a
swelling on the skin produced by pressing with
a blunt instrument, usually an allergic reaction. Also called dermatographia
dermoid / d! mɔd/ adjective 1. referring to
the skin 2. like skin
dermoid cyst / d! mɔd sst/ noun a cyst
found under the skin, usually in the midline,
containing hair, sweat glands and sebaceous
glands
Descemet’s
membrane
/deʃə mets
membren/ noun one of the deep layers of the
cornea [Described 1785. After Jean Descemet
dermographia





dermoid



dermoid cyst



Descemet’s membrane



(1732–1810), French physician; Professor of
Anatomy and Surgery in Paris.]
descending aorta /dsendŋ e ɔ tə/ noun
descending aorta





the second section of the aorta, which turns
downwards. Compare ascending aorta
descending colon /dsendŋ kəυlɒn/
noun the third section of the colon which goes
down the left side of the body. Compare ascending colon. See illustration at DIGESTIVE
SYSTEM in Supplement
descending tract /dsendŋ trkt/ noun a
set of nerves which takes impulses away from
the head
desensitisation /di sensta zeʃ(ə)n/, desensitization noun 1. the act of making someone or something no longer sensitive to something such as an allergen 2. the treatment of an
allergy by giving a person injections of small
quantities of the substance to which he or she
is allergic over a period of time until they become immune to it
desensitise /di sensətaz/, desensitize
verb 1. to deaden a nerve and remove sensitivity 쑗 The patient was prescribed a course of
desensitising injections. 2. to treat someone
suffering from an allergy by giving graduated
injections of the substance to which he or she
is allergic over a period of time until they become immune to it
designer drug /d zanə dr"&/ noun a drug
that has been modified to enhance its properties (informal )
desogestrel /desə destrəl/ noun a hormone used an as oral contraceptive
desquamate / deskwəmet/ verb (of skin) to
peel off, or be removed in layers
desquamation /deskwə meʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the continual process of losing the outer layer
of dead skin 2. peeling off of the epithelial part
of a structure
detach /d ttʃ/ verb to separate one thing
from another 쑗 an operation to detach the
cusps of the mitral valve
detached retina /dttʃt retnə/ noun a
condition in which the retina becomes partially separated from the eyeball, causing loss of
vision. Also called retinal detachment
descending colon



descending tract



desensitisation





desensitise



designer drug



desogestrel





desquamate



desquamation





detach



detached retina



COMMENT: A detached retina can be caused
by a blow to the eye, or simply is a condition

occurring in old age. If left untreated the eye
will become blind. A detached retina can
sometimes be attached to the choroid again
using lasers.
detect /d tekt/ verb to sense or to notice,
detect



usually something which is very small or difficult to see 쑗 an instrument to detect microscopic changes in cell structure 쑗 The nurses
detected a slight improvement in the patient’s
condition.
detection /d tekʃən/ noun the action of detecting something 쑗 the detection of sounds by
nerves in the ears 쑗 the detection of a cyst using an endoscope
detergent /d t! dənt/ noun a cleaning substance which removes grease and bacteria
detection



detergent



COMMENT: Most detergents are not allergenic
but some biological detergents which contain
enzymes to remove protein stains can cause
dermatitis.
deteriorate /d təriəret/ verb to become
worse 쑗 The patient’s condition deteriorated
deteriorate



rapidly.
deterioration /dtəriə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of becoming worse 쑗 The nurses were
worried by the deterioration in the patient’s
reactions.
determine /d t! mn/ verb to find out something by examining the evidence 쑗 Health inspectors are trying to determine the cause of
the outbreak of Salmonella poisoning.
detox /di tɒks/ noun same as detoxication
deterioration





determine



detox



(informal )

detoxication /di tɒks keʃ(ə)n/, detoxification /di tɒksf keʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of toxic substances to make a poisonous
substance harmless
detrition /d trʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact of wearing away by rubbing or use
detritus /d tratəs/ noun rubbish produced
when something disintegrates
detrusor muscle /d tru zə m"s(ə)l/ noun
the muscular coat of the urinary bladder
Dettol / detɒl/ noun a trade name for a disinfectant containing chloroxylenol
detumescence /di tju mes(ə)ns/ noun 1.
detoxication









detrition



detritus



detrusor muscle



Dettol



detumescence





(of the penis or clitoris after an erection or orgasm) the process of becoming limp 2. (of a
swelling) the process of disappearing
deuteranopia /dju tərə nəυpiə/ noun a
deuteranopia





form of colour blindness in which someone
cannot see green
develop /d veləp/ verb 1. to become larger
and stronger, or more complex 쑗 The embryo
is developing normally. 쑗 A swelling developed under the armpit. 쑗 The sore throat developed into an attack of meningitis. 2. to
make something start to happen 쑗 We’re developing a new system for dealing with admission to A & E. 3. to make something start to
grow or become larger, stronger or more complex 쑗 He does exercises to develop his muscles. 4. to start to have an illness 쑗 The baby
develop
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may be developing a cold. 쑗 He developed
complications and was rushed to hospital.
‘…rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic inflammatory
disease which can affect many systems in the body,
but mainly the joints. 70% of sufferers develop the
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints.’
[Nursing Times]
development /d veləpmənt/ noun 1. the

diabetes insipidus



development



process of growing, or of becoming larger and
stronger, or more complex 쑗 The development
of the embryo takes place in the uterus. 2.
something which happens and causes a change
in a situation 쑗 Report any developments to me
at once.
developmental /dveləp ment(ə)l/ adjective referring to the development of an embryo
developmental delay /d veləpment(ə)l
dle/ noun the fact of being later than usual in
developing, either physically or psychologically
deviance / di viəns/ noun sexual behaviour
which is considered unusual
deviated nasal septum /di vietd
nez(ə)l septəm/, deviated septum /
di vietd septəm/ noun an unusual position
of the septum of the nose which may block the
nose and cause nosebleeds
deviation /di vi eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the fact of
being different from what is usual or expected
or something which is different from what is
usual or expected 2. an unusual position of a
joint or of the eye, as in strabismus
Devic’s disease /də vks dzi z/ noun
same as neuromyelitis optica [Described 1894.
developmental





developmental delay





deviance



deviated nasal septum





deviation





Devic’s disease





After Devic, a French physician who died in
1930.]
dexamethasone /deksə meθəsəυn/ noun
dexamethasone





a synthetic steroid drug that is used to treat inflammation and hormonal imbalances
Dexa scan noun a technique to assess changes in someone’s bone density, as in osteoporosis or in Paget’s disease. Full form Dual EnerDexa scan

dextrocardia



dextromoramide





dextrose



DH

dhobie itch



cruris
DI abbr donor insemination
di- /da/ prefix two, double
dia- /daə/ prefix 1. through or throughout 2.
across 3. in different or opposite directions 4.
DI

di-

dia-

apart
diabetes /daə bi ti z/ noun 1. one of a
group of diseases which cause the body to prodiabetes







diabetes mellitus



COMMENT: Diabetes mellitus has two forms:
Type I may have a viral trigger caused by an
infection which affects the cells in the pancreas which produce insulin; Type II is caused by
a lower sensitivity to insulin, is common in older people, and is associated with obesity.
Symptoms of diabetes mellitus are tiredness,
unusual thirst, frequent passing of water and
sweet-smelling urine. Blood and urine tests
show high levels of sugar. Treatment for Type
II diabetes involves keeping to a strict diet and
reducing weight, and sometimes the use of
oral hypoglycaemic drugs such as glibenclamide. Type II diabetes is treated with regular
injections of insulin.
diabetic /daə betk/ adjective 1. referring to
diabetes mellitus 2. referring to food which
contains few carbohydrates and sugar 쑗 diabetic chocolate 쐽 noun a person who has diadiabetic





betes
diabetic cataract /daəbetk ktərkt/
noun a cataract which develops in people who
have diabetes
diabetic coma /daəbetk kəυmə/ noun a
state of unconsciousness caused by untreated
diabetes
diabetic diet /daəbetk daət/ noun a diet
which is low in carbohydrates and sugar
diabetic retinopathy /daəbetk ret
nɒpəθi/ noun a disease of the retina, caused
by diabetes
diabetogenic /daəbetə denk/ adjective
which causes diabetes
diabetologist /daəbe tɒlədst/ noun a
doctor specialising in the treatment of diabetes
mellitus
diaclasia /daə kleziə/ noun a fracture
made by a surgeon to repair an earlier fracture
which has set badly, or to correct a deformity
diadochokinesis /dadəkəυka ni ss/
noun the natural ability to make muscles move
limbs in opposite directions
diagnose / daə&nəυz/ verb to identify a
condition or illness, by examining the person
and noting symptoms 쑗 The doctor diagnosed
appendicitis. 쑗 The patient was diagnosed
with rheumatism.
diagnosis /daə& nəυss/ noun the act of diagnosing a condition or illness 쑗 The doctor’s
diagnosis was a viral infection, but the child’s
parents asked for a second opinion. 쑗 They
diabetic cataract



diabetic coma



diabetic diet



diabetic retinopathy





diabetogenic

gy X-Ray Absorptiometry

dextro- /dekstrəυ/ prefix referring to the
right, or the right side of the body
dextrocardia /dekstrəυ kɑ diə/ noun a
congenital condition in which the apex of the
heart is towards the right of the body instead of
the left. Compare laevocardia
dextromoramide
/dekstrə mɔ rəmad/
noun an opioid drug used to reduce pain
dextrose / dekstrəυz/ noun same as glucose
DH abbr Department of Health
dhobie itch /dəυbi tʃ/ noun same as tinea
dextro-



diagnosis

duce large amounts of urine. 쒁 gestational diabetes 2. same as diabetes mellitus
diabetes insipidus /daəbi ti z n spdəs/
noun a rare disorder of the pituitary gland
causing an inadequate amount of the hormone
vasopressin, which controls urine production,
to be produced, leading to excessive passing of
urine and extreme thirst
diabetes mellitus /daə bi ti z meltəs/
noun a disease where the body cannot control
sugar absorption because the pancreas does
not secrete enough insulin





diabetologist





diaclasia





diadochokinesis



diagnose



diagnosis
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found it difficult to make a diagnosis. Compare
prognosis (NOTE: The plural is diagnoses.)
diagnostic /daə& nɒstk/ adjective referdiagnostic





ring to diagnosis
diagnostic and treatment centre /
daə&nɒstk ən tri tmənt sentə/ noun a
facility mainly for day surgery or short-term
stay, where a range of planned operations such
as joint replacements, hernia repair and cataract removal can be undertaken. Abbr DTC
diagnostic imaging /daə&nɒstk mdŋ/
noun scanning for the purpose of diagnosis,
e.g. of a pregnant woman to see if the fetus is
healthy
diagnostic
process
/daə&nɒstk
prəυses/ noun the series of steps taken in
making a diagnosis
diagnostic radiographer noun 쏡 radiogradiagnostic and treatment centre



diagnostic imaging



diagnostic process





diagnostic radiographer

pher

diagnostic test /daə&nɒstk test/ noun a
test which helps a doctor diagnose an illness
dialysate /da lsət/ noun material which is
subjected to dialysis
dialyse / daəlaz/ verb to treat someone using a kidney machine
dialyser / daəlazə/ noun an apparatus
which uses a membrane to separate solids
from liquids, e.g. a kidney machine
dialysis /da ləss/ noun 1. a procedure in
which a membrane is used as a filter to separate soluble waste substances from the blood 2.
same as renal dialysis
diapedesis /daəp di ss/ noun the movement of white blood cells through the walls of
the capillaries into tissues in the development
of inflammation
diaphoresis /daəfə ri ss/ noun excessive
perspiration
diaphoretic /daəfə retk/ noun a drug
which causes sweating 쐽 adjective causing
sweating
diaphragm / daəfrm/ noun 1. a thin layer
of tissue stretched across an opening, especially the flexible sheet of muscle and fibre which
separates the chest from the abdomen and
moves to pull air into the lungs in respiration
2. same as vaginal diaphragm
diagnostic test



dialysate



dialyse



dialyser



dialysis



diapedesis





diaphoresis





diaphoretic





diaphragm



COMMENT:

The diaphragm is a muscle which,
in breathing, expands and contracts with the
walls of the chest. The average rate of respiration is about 16 times a minute.
diaphragmatic /daəfr& mtk/ adjecdiaphragmatic





tive referring to a diaphragm, or like a dia-

phragm
diaphragmatic hernia /daəfr&mtk
h! niə/ noun a condition in which a membrane and organ in the abdomen pass through
an opening in the diaphragm into the chest
diaphragmatic pleura /daəfr&mtk
plυərə/ noun part of the pleura which covers
the diaphragm
diaphragmatic hernia



diaphragmatic pleura



diaphragmatic pleurisy /daəfr&mtk
plυərsi/ noun inflammation of the pleura
which covers the diaphragm
diaphyseal /daə fziəl/ adjective referring
to a diaphysis
diaphysis /da fəss/ noun the long central
part of a long bone. Also called shaft. See illustration at BONE MARROW in Supplement
diaphysitis /daəfə sats/ noun inflammation of the diaphysis, often associated with
rheumatic disease
diarrhoea /daə ri ə/ noun a condition in
which someone frequently passes liquid faeces
쑗 attack of diarrhoea 쑗 mild/severe diarrhoea
diaphragmatic pleurisy



diaphyseal





diaphysis



diaphysitis





diarrhoea





(NOTE: The US spelling is diarrhea.)
COMMENT: Diarrhoea can have many causes:
types of food or allergy to food; contaminated
or poisoned food; infectious diseases, such as
dysentery; sometimes worry or other emotions.
diarrhoeal /daə riəl/ adjective referring to
diarrhoeal





or caused by diarrhoea
diarthrosis /daɑ θrəυss/ noun same as
diarthrosis





synovial joint
diastase / daəstez/ noun an enzyme which
diastase



breaks down starch and converts it into sugar
diastasis /daə stess/ noun 1. a condition
in which a bone separates into parts 2. dislocation of bones at an immovable joint
diastema /daə sti mə/ noun 1. an unusually wide space between adjacent teeth 2. an unusual gap in any body part or organ
diastole /da stəli/ noun the part of the
process involved in each beat of the heart when
its chambers expand and fill with blood. The
period of diastole (usually 95 mmHg) lasts
about 0.4 seconds in an average heart rate.
Compare systole
diastolic /daə stɒlk/ adjective relating to
the diastole
diastolic pressure /daəstɒlk preʃə/
noun blood pressure taken at the diastole
diastasis





diastema





diastole



diastolic





diastolic pressure



(NOTE: Diastolic pressure is always lower than
systolic.)
diathermy /daə θ! mi/ noun the use of
diathermy





high-frequency electric current to produce
heat in body tissue

COMMENT: The difference between medical
and surgical uses of diathermy is in the size of
the electrodes used. Two large electrodes will
give a warming effect over a large area (medical diathermy); if one of the electrodes is
small, the heat will be concentrated enough to
coagulate tissue (surgical diathermy).
diathermy knife /daə θ! mi naf/ noun a
diathermy knife





knife used in surgical diathermy
diathermy needle /daəθ! mi ni d(ə)l/
noun a needle used in surgical diathermy
diathermy snare /daə θ! mi sneə/ noun a
snare which is heated by electrodes and burns
away tissue
diathesis /da θəss/ noun the general inherited constitution of a person in relation to
diathermy needle



diathermy snare



diathesis
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digestive enzyme

their susceptibility to specific diseases or allergies
diazepam /da zəpm/ noun a tranquilliser used in the short term to treat anxiety and as
a muscle relaxant. In the long term it is potentially addictive.
diazoxide /daə zɒksad/ noun a drug used
as a vasodilator, to reduce hypertension
DIC abbr disseminated intravascular coagulation
dicephalus /da sefələs/ noun a fetus with
two heads
dichlorphenamide
/ daklɔ fenəmad/
noun a drug used to treat glaucoma
dichromatism /dakrəυ mtz(ə)m/ noun
colour blindness in which only two of the three
primary colours can be seen. Compare mono-

dietetics /daə tetks/ noun the study of
food, nutrition and health, especially when applied to people’s food intake
dieting / daətŋ/ noun the act of attempting
to reduce weight by reducing the amount of
food eaten 쑗 Eat sensibly and get plenty of exercise, then there should be no need for dieting.
dietitian /daə tʃ(ə)n/ noun someone who
specialises in the study of diet, especially
someone in a hospital who supervises dietaries
as part of the medical treatment of patients. 쒁

chromatism, trichromatism

diet sheet / daət ʃi t/ noun a list of suggestions for quantities and types of food given to
someone to follow
differential /dfə renʃəl/ adjective referring
to a difference
differential blood count /dfərenʃəl
bl"d kaυnt/, differential white cell count /
dfərenʃəl wat sel kaυnt/ noun a test that
shows the amounts of different types of white
blood cell in a blood sample
differential diagnosis /dfərenʃ(ə)l
daə& nəυss/ noun the identification of one
disease from a number of other similar diseases by comparing the range of symptoms of
each
differentiation /dfərenʃi eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
development of specialised cells during the
early embryo stage
diffuse verb /d fju z/ to spread through tissue, or cause something to spread 쑗 Some substances easily diffuse through the walls of capillaries. 쐽 adjective /d fju s/ referring to a
disease which is widespread in the body, or
which affects many organs or cells
diffusion /d fju (ə)n/ noun 1. the process
of mixing a liquid with another liquid, or a gas
with another gas 2. the passing of a liquid or
gas through a membrane
digest /da dest/ verb to break down food in
the alimentary canal and convert it into components which are absorbed into the body
digestible /da destb(ə)l/ adjective able to
be digested 쑗 Glucose is an easily digestible
form of sugar.
digestion /da destʃən/ noun the process
by which food is broken down in the alimentary canal into components which can be absorbed by the body
digestive /da destv/ adjective relating to
digestion
digestive enzyme /dadestv enzam/
noun an enzyme which encourages digestion

diazepam



diazoxide





DIC

dicephalus



dichlorphenamide





dichromatism







dicrotic pulse





dicrotism



die

ing – died)

diencephalon /daen sefəlɒn, daen
kefəlɒn/ noun the central part of the forebrain, formed of the thalamus, hypothalamus,
pineal gland and third ventricle
diet / daət/ noun the amount and type of food
eaten 쑗 a balanced diet 쐽 verb to reduce the
quantity of food you eat, or to change the type
of food you eat, in order to become thinner or
healthier 쑗 He is dieting to try to lose weight.
dietary / daət(ə)ri/ noun a system of nutrition and energy 쑗 The nutritionist supervised
the dietaries for the patients. 쐽 adjective referring to a diet
dietary fibre / daət(ə)ri fabə/ noun fibrous matter in food, which cannot be digested. Also called roughage
diencephalon







diet



dietary



dietary fibre



COMMENT:

Dietary fibre is found in cereals,
nuts, fruit and some green vegetables. There
are two types of fibre in food: insoluble fibre,
e.g. in bread and cereals, which is not digested, and soluble fibre, e.g. in vegetables and
pulses. Foods with the highest proportion of fibre include wholemeal bread, beans and
dried apricots. Fibre is thought to be necessary to help digestion and avoid developing
constipation, obesity and appendicitis.
dietetic /daə tetk/ adjective referring to didietetic





ets
dietetic principles /daətetk prnsəp(ə)lz/
noun rules concerning the body’s needs in
food, vitamins or trace elements
dietetic principles







dieting



dietitian





nutritionist

Dietl’s crisis / di t(ə)lz krass/ noun a
painful blockage of the ureter, causing back
pressure on the kidney which fills with urine
and swells [After Joseph Dietl (1804–78), Polish
Dietl’s crisis



physician]
diet sheet

diclofenac
sodium
/dakləυfenk
səυdiəm/ noun an anti-inflammatory drug
used to treat rheumatic disease
dicrotic pulse /dakrɒtk p"ls/, dicrotic
wave /dakrɒtk wev/ noun a pulse which
occurs twice with each heartbeat
dicrotism / dakrətz(ə)m/ noun a condition
in which the pulse occurs twice with each
heartbeat
die /da/ verb to stop living 쑗 His father died
last year. 쑗 She died in a car crash. (NOTE: dydiclofenac sodium



dietetics



differential





differential blood count





differential diagnosis





differentiation





diffuse





diffusion



digest



digestible



digestion



digestive



digestive enzyme
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digestive juice /da destv ju s/ noun 쏡
digestive juice



gastric juice, intestinal juice (usually plural )
digestive system /da destv sstəm/
noun the set of organs such as the stomach, livdigestive system



er and pancreas which are associated with the
digestion of food. Also called alimentary system

digestive tract /da destv trkt/ noun
same as alimentary canal
digestive tube /da destv tju b/ adjective
US same as alimentary canal
digit / ddt/ noun 1. a finger or a toe 2. a
number
digital / ddt(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
fingers or toes 2. representing data or physical
quantities in numerical form
digitalin /dd teln/, digitalis /dd tels/
noun a drug derived from foxglove leaves,
used in small doses to treat heart conditions
digitalise / ddtəlaz/, digitalize verb to
treat someone who has heart failure with digoxin
digital palpation /ddt(ə)l pl peʃ(ə)n/
noun an examination of part of the body by
feeling it with the fingers
digital vein / ddt(ə)l ven/ noun a vein
draining the fingers or toes
digitoxin /dd tɒksn/ noun an extract of
foxglove leaves, used as a drug to stimulate the
heart in cases of heart failure or irregular heartbeat
digoxin /da dɒksn/ noun an extract of foxglove leaves, which acts more rapidly than
digitoxin when used as a heart stimulant
dihydrocodeine tartrate /dahadrəυ
kəυdi n tɑ tret/ noun an analgesic used to
treat severe pain
dilatation /dale teʃ(ə)n/, dilation /da
leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act of making a hollow
space or a passage in the body bigger or wider
쑗 dilatation of the cervix during labour 2. expansion of the pupil of the eye as a reaction to
bad light or to drugs
dilatation and curettage /daleteʃ(ə)n
ən kjυə retd/ noun a surgical operation to
scrape the interior of the uterus to obtain a tissue sample or to remove products of miscarriage. Abbr D & C
dilate /da let, d let/ verb to become wider
or larger, or make something become wider or
larger 쑗 The veins in the left leg have become
dilated. 쑗 The drug is used to dilate the pupil
of the eye.
dilator /da letə/ noun 1. an instrument used
to widen the entrance to a cavity 2. a drug used
to make part of the body expand
dilator pupillae muscle /daletə pju pli
m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle in the iris which pulls
the iris back and so makes the pupil expand
digestive tract



digestive tube



digit



digital



digitalin









digitalise



digital palpation





digital vein



digitoxin





digoxin



dihydrocodeine tartrate





dilatation







dilatation and curettage





dilate





dilator



dilator pupillae muscle





diltiazem hydrochloride /dltaəzəm
hadrə klɔ rad/ noun a calcium channel
blocker used to treat hypertension
diluent / dljuənt/ noun a substance which is
used to dilute a liquid, e.g. water
dilute /da lu t/ adjective with water added 쐽
verb to add water to a liquid to make it less
concentrated 쑗 Dilute the disinfectant in four
parts of water.
dilution /da lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the action of
diluting 2. a liquid which has been diluted
dimenhydrinate
/damen hadrənet/
noun an antihistamine drug that relieves travel
sickness
dimetria /da mi triə/ noun a condition in
which a woman has a double uterus
dioptre /da ɒptə/ noun a unit of measurement of the refraction of a lens (NOTE: The US
diltiazem hydrochloride





diluent



dilute



dilution



dimenhydrinate





dimetria



dioptre



spelling is diopter.)
COMMENT: A one dioptre lens has a focal
length of one metre; the greater the dioptre,
the shorter the focal length.
dioxide /da ɒksad/ 쏡 carbon dioxide
dioxin /da ɒksn/ noun an extremely poisondioxide



dioxin



ous gas
DIP abbr distal interphalangeal joint
diphenoxalate /dafen ɒkslet/ noun a
drug related to pethidine that is used to treat diarrhoea, sometimes mixed with a little atropine in commercial preparations
diphtheria /df θəriə/ noun a serious infectious disease of children, caused by the bacillus Corynebacterium diphtheriae, characterised by fever and the formation of a fibrous
growth like a membrane in the throat which restricts breathing
DIP

diphenoxalate





diphtheria



COMMENT: Symptoms of diphtheria are a sore
throat, followed by a slight fever, rapid pulse
and swelling of glands in the neck. The ‘membrane’ which forms can close the air passages, and the disease is often fatal, either because the patient is asphyxiated or because
the heart becomes fatally weakened. The disease is also highly infectious, and all contacts
of the patient must be tested. The Schick test
is used to test if a person is immune or susceptible to diphtheria. In countries where infants are immunised the disease is rare.
diphtheroid / dfθərɔd/ adjective referring
diphtheroid



to a bacterium similar to the diphtheria bacterium
-dipine /dpn/ suffix used in the names of calcium channel blockers 쑗 nifedipine
dipl- /dpl/ prefix same as diplo- (used before
-dipine

dipl-

vowels)

diplacusis /dplə kju ss/ noun a disorder
of the cochlea in which a person hears one
sound as two sounds of different pitch
diplegia /da pli də/ noun paralysis of a
similar part on both sides of the body, e.g. paralysis of both arms. Compare hemiplegia
diplegic /da pli dk/ adjective referring to
diplegia
diplacusis





diplegia



diplegic
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diplo- /dpləυ/ prefix double
diplococcus /dpləυ kɒkəs/ noun a bacterium which usually occurs in pairs as a result
of incomplete cell division, e.g. a pneumococcus (NOTE: The plural is diplococci.)
diploe / dpləυi / noun a layer of spongy
bone tissue filled with red bone marrow, between the inner and outer layers of the skull
diploid / dplɔd/ adjective referring to a cell
where there are two copies of each chromosome, except the sex chromosome. In humans
the diploid number of chromosomes is 46.
diplopia /d pləυpiə/ noun a condition in
which someone sees single objects as double.
Also called double vision
dipsomania /dpsəυ meniə/ noun an uncontrollable desire to drink alcohol
direct contact /drekt kɒntkt/ noun a
situation where someone or something physically touches an infected person or object
directions /da rekʃənz/ noun 왍 directions
for use (on a bottle of medicine, etc.) instructions showing how to use something and how
much of it to use
director /da rektə/ noun an instrument used
to limit the incision made with a surgical knife
dis- /ds/ prefix 1. undoing or reversal 2. removal from 3. lacking or deprived of
disability /dsə blti/ noun a condition in
which part of the body does not function in the
usual way and makes some activities difficult
or impossible. 쒁 learning disability
diplo-

diplococcus





diploe



diploid



diplopia



dipsomania





direct contact



directions



director



dis-

disability





‘…disability – any restriction or lack (resulting from
an impairment) of ability to perform an activity in
the manner or within the range considered normal
for a human being’ [WHO]
disable /ds eb(ə)l/ verb to make someone
unable to do some activity 쑗 He was disabled
disable



by a lung disease.
disabled /ds eb(ə)ld/ noun people suffering from a physical or mental condition which
makes some activities difficult or impossible
Disabled Living Foundation /dseb(ə)ld
lvŋ faυndeʃ(ə)n/ noun a charity which
aims to help disabled people live independently
disablement /ds eb(ə)lmənt/ noun a condition which makes some activities difficult or
impossible
disabling disease /dseblŋ d zi z/ noun
a disease which makes some activities difficult
or impossible
disarticulation /dsɑ tkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun
the amputation of a limb at a joint, which does
not involve dividing a bone
disc /dsk/ noun a flat round structure. 쒁 indisabled



Disabled Living Foundation





disablement



disabling disease





disarticulation





disc

tervertebral disc
discharge noun / dstʃɑ d/ 1. the secretion
of liquid from an opening 2. the process of
discharge



sending a patient away from a hospital because
the treatment has ended 쐽 verb /ds tʃɑ d/ 1.
to secrete liquid out of an opening 쑗 The


disinfection

wound discharged a thin stream of pus. 2. to
send a patient away from hospital because the
treatment has ended 쑗 He was discharged
from hospital last week. 왍 to discharge yourself to decide to leave hospital and stop taking
the treatment provided
discharge planning / dstʃɑ d plnŋ/
noun the work of making a plan for when a patient leaves hospital to live at home
discharge rate / dstʃɑ d ret/ noun the
number of patients with a particular type of
disorder who are sent home from hospitals in a
particular area (shown as the number per
10,000 of population)
discoloration /dsk"lə reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
change in colour
discolour /ds k"lə/ verb to change the colour of something 쑗 His teeth were discoloured
from smoking cigarettes. (NOTE: The US spelldischarge planning



discharge rate



discoloration





discolour



ing is discolor.)
COMMENT: Teeth can be discoloured in fluorosis. If the skin on the lips is discoloured it may
indicate that the person has swallowed a poison.
discomfort /ds k"mfət/ noun a feeling of
mild pain 쑗 You may experience some discomdiscomfort



fort after the operation.
discrete /d skri t/ adjective separate, not
joined together
discrete rash /dskri t rʃ/ noun a rash
which is formed of many separate spots, which
do not join together into one large red patch
disease /d zi z/ noun a condition that stops
the body from functioning in the usual way 쑗
an infectious disease 쑗 She is suffering from a
very serious disease of the kidneys or from a
serious kidney disease. 쑗 He is a specialist in
occupational diseases. (NOTE: The term disdiscrete



discrete rash



disease



ease is applied to all physical and mental reactions which make a person ill. Diseases with distinct characteristics have individual names. For
other terms referring to disease, see words beginning with path-, patho-.)
diseased /d zi zd/ adjective affected by a
disease 쑗 The surgeon cut away the diseased
diseased



tissue.
disfigure /ds f&ə/ verb to change someone’s appearance so as to make it less pleasant
to look at 쑗 Her legs were disfigured by scars.
dish /dʃ/ noun a shallow open container
disinfect /dsn fekt/ verb to make the surface of something or somewhere free from microorganisms 쑗 She disinfected the skin with
surgical spirit. 쑗 All the patient’s clothes have
to be disinfected.
disinfectant /dsn fektənt/ noun a substance used to kill microorganisms on the surface of something
disinfection /dsn fekʃən/ noun the removal of microorganisms on the surface of
something
disfigure



dish

disinfect





disinfectant





disinfection
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COMMENT:

The words disinfect, disinfectant,
and disinfection are used for substances
which destroy microorganisms on instruments, objects or the skin. Substances used
to kill microorganisms inside infected people
are antibiotics.
disinfest /dsn fest/ verb to free a place,

displacement



disinfest





person or animal from insects or other pests
disinfestation /dsnfe steʃ(ə)n/ noun the
removal of insects or other pests from a place,
person or animal
dislocate / dsləket/ verb to displace a bone
from its usual position at a joint, or to become
displaced 쑗 He fell and dislocated his elbow.
쑗 The shoulder joint dislocates easily.
dislocation /dslə keʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which a bone is displaced from its usual
position at a joint. Also called luxation
dismember /ds membə/ verb to cut off or
pull off someone’s arms or legs, often violently or in an accident
dismemberment /ds membəmənt/ noun
the state of being dismembered
disorder /ds ɔ də/ noun a condition in
which part of the body is not functioning correctly 쑗 The doctor specialises in disorders of
the kidneys or in kidney disorders.
disordered /ds ɔ dəd/ adjective not functioning correctly
disordered action of the heart /dsɔ dəd
kʃən əv ði hɑ t/ noun a condition in which
someone has palpitations, breathlessness and
dizziness, caused by effort or worry. Also
called da Costa’s syndrome, cardiac neurosis. Abbr DAH
disorientated /ds ɔ riəntetd/ adjective
referring to someone who is confused and does
not know where he or she is
disorientation /dsɔ riən teʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition in which someone is confused and
does not know where he or she is
dispensary /d spensəri/ noun a place
where drugs are prepared or mixed and given
out according to a doctor’s prescription, e.g.
part of a chemist’s shop or a department in a
hospital
dispense /d spens/ verb to supply medicine
according to a prescription
dispenser /d spensə/ noun someone who
supplies medicine according to a prescription,
especially in a hospital
dispensing optician /d spensŋ ɒp
tʃ(ə)n/ noun a person who fits and sells
glasses but does not test eyes
dispensing practice /d spensŋ prkts/
noun a doctor’s practice which dispenses prescribed medicines to its patients
displace /ds ples/ verb to put something
out of its usual place
displaced intervertebral disc /dsplesd
ntəv! tbr(ə)l dsk/ noun a disc which has
moved slightly, so that the soft interior passes
disinfestation





dislocate



dislocation





dismember



dismemberment



disorder



disordered



disordered action of the heart



disorientated





disorientation





dispensary



dispense



dispenser



dispensing optician





dispensing practice



displace



displaced intervertebral disc





through the tougher exterior and causes pressure on a nerve
displacement /ds plesmənt/ noun the fact
of being moved out of the usual position 쑗
fracture of the radius together with displacement of the wrist
disposable /d spəυzəb(ə)l/ adjective designed to be thrown away after use 쑗 disposable syringes
disposition /dspə zʃ(ə)n/ noun a person’s
general character or tendency to act in a particular way
disproportion /dsprə pɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
lack of proper relationships between two
things
dissecans / dsəknz/ 쏡 osteochondritis
disposable



disposition





disproportion





dissecans



dissecans
dissect /da sekt/ verb to cut and separate
dissect



tissues in a body to examine them
dissecting aneurysm /dasektŋ njə
rz(ə)m/ noun an aneurysm which occurs
when the inside wall of the aorta is torn and
blood enters the membrane
dissection /da sekʃən/ noun the action of
cutting and separating parts of a body or an organ as part of a surgical operation, an autopsy
or a course of study
dissecting aneurysm





dissection



‘…renal dissection usually takes from 40–60 minutes, while liver and pancreas dissections take from
one to three hours. Cardiac dissection takes about 20
minutes and lung dissection takes 60 to 90 minutes.’
[Nursing Times]
disseminated /d semnetd/ adjective ocdisseminated



curring in every part of an organ or in the
whole body
disseminated intravascular coagulation /dsemnetd ntrəvskυlə kəυ
&jυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a disorder that causes
extensive clot formation in the blood vessels,
followed by severe bleeding. Abbr DIC
disseminated lupus erythematosus /d
semnetd lu pəs erθi mə təυss/ noun
an inflammatory disease where a skin rash is
associated with widespread changes in the
central nervous system, the cardiovascular
system and many organs. Abbr DLE
disseminated sclerosis /dsemnetd
sklə rəυss/ noun same as multiple sclerosis
dissemination /dsem neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of being widespread throughout the body
dissociate /d səυsiet/ verb 1. to separate
parts or functions 2. in psychiatry, to separate
part of the conscious mind from the rest
dissociated anaesthesia /dsəυsietd
nəs θi ziə/ noun a loss of sensitivity to heat,
pain or cold
dissociation /dsəυʃi eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
separation of parts or functions 2. (in psychiatry) a condition in which part of the consciousness becomes separated from the rest and becomes independent
disseminated intravascular coagulation









disseminated lupus erythematosus





disseminated sclerosis





dissemination





dissociate



dissociated anaesthesia





dissociation
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dissociative disorder /d səυsiətv ds
ɔ də/ noun a type of hysteria in which someone shows psychological changes such as a
split personality or amnesia rather than physical ones
dissolve /d zɒlv/ verb to absorb or disperse
something in liquid 쑗 The gut used in sutures
slowly dissolves in the body fluids.
distal / dst(ə)l/ adjective further away from
the centre of a body
distal convoluted tubule /dst(ə)l
kɒnvəlu td tju bju l/ noun a part of the
kidney filtering system before the collecting
ducts
Distalgesic /dst(ə)l di zk/ a trade name
for the analgesic co-proxamol
distal interphalangeal joint /dst(ə)l
ntəfə lndiəl dɔnt/ noun a joint nearest
the end of the finger or toe. Abbr DIP
distally / dst(ə)li/ adverb placed further
away from the centre or point of attachment.
Opposite proximally. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
distal phalanges /dst(ə)l fə lndi z/
noun bones nearest the ends of the fingers and
toes
distended /d stendd/ adjective made larger
by gas such as air, by liquid such as urine, or
by a solid
distended bladder /dstendd bldə/
noun a bladder which is full of urine
distension /ds tenʃən/ noun a condition in
which something is swollen 쑗 Distension of
the veins in the abdomen is a sign of blocking
of the portal vein.
distichiasis /dst kaəss/ noun the presence of extra eyelashes, sometimes growing on
the meibomian glands
distil /d stl/ verb to separate the component
parts of a liquid by boiling and collecting the
condensed vapour
distillation /dst leʃ(ə)n/ noun the action
of distilling a liquid
distilled water /dstld wɔ tə/ noun water
which has had impurities by distillation
distort /d stɔ t/ verb to twist something into
an unusual shape 쑗 His lower limbs were distorted by the disease.
distortion /d stɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
twisting part of the body out of its usual shape
distraction /d strkʃən/ noun 1. something
that takes a person’s attention away from
something else 2. a state where someone is
very emotionally and mentally troubled
distress /d stres/ noun unhappiness caused
by pain or worry 쑗 mental distress
district general hospital /dstrkt
den(ə)rəl hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a hospital
which serves the needs of the population of a
specific district
dissociative disorder





dissolve



distal



distal convoluted tubule



Distalgesic





distal interphalangeal joint





distally



distal phalanges





distended



distended bladder



distension



distichiasis





distil



distillation





distilled water



distort



distortion



distraction



distress



district general hospital



divulsor

district nurse /dstrkt n! s/ noun a nurse
who visits and treats people in their homes
disturb /d st! b/ verb 1. to interrupt what
someone is doing 쑗 Her sleep was disturbed
by the other patients in the ward. 2. to upset or
worry someone
disturbed /d st! bd/ adjective affected by a
psychiatric disorder 쑗 severely disturbed children
disulfiram /da s"lfrm/ noun a drug used
to treat alcoholism by causing severe nausea if
alcohol is consumed with it
dithranol / dθrənɒl/ noun an anti-inflammatory drug used to treat dermatitis and psoriasis
diuresis /dajυ ri ss/ noun an increase in
the production of urine
diuretic /dajυ retk/ adjective causing the
kidneys to produce more urine 쐽 noun a substance which makes the kidneys produce more
urine and, in the treatment of oedema and hypertension
diurnal /da ! n(ə)l/ adjective 1. happening in
the daytime 2. happening every day
divarication /davr keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
separation into widely spread branches 2. the
point at which a structure forks or divides
divergence /da v! dəns/ noun 1. a condition in which one eye points directly at the object of interest but the other does not 2. the
process of moving apart to follow different
courses 3. the amount of difference between
two quantities, especially where the difference
is unexpected 4. a deviation from a typical behaviour pattern or expressed wish
divergent strabismus /dav! dənt strə
bzməs/, divergent squint /dav! dənt
skwnt/ noun a condition in which a person’s
eyes both look away from the nose. Opposite
district nurse



disturb



disturbed



disulfiram



dithranol



diuresis





diuretic





diurnal



divarication





divergence



divergent strabismus







convergent strabismus
diverticula /davə tkjυlə/ plural of diverticulum
diverticular disease /davə tkjυlə d
zi z/ noun a disease of the large intestine,
diverticula





diverticular disease







where the colon thickens and diverticula form
in the walls, causing pain in the lower abdomen
diverticulitis /davətkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of diverticula formed in the wall of
the colon
diverticulosis /davətkjυ ləυss/ noun a
condition in which diverticula form in the intestine but are not inflamed. In the small intestine, this can lead to blind loop syndrome.
diverticulum /davə tkjυləm/ noun a little
sac or pouch which develops in the wall of the
intestine or another organ (NOTE: The plural is
diverticulitis





diverticulosis





diverticulum





diverticula.)
division /d v(ə)n/ noun the action of cutdivision



ting or splitting into parts
divulsor /d v"lsə/ noun a surgical instrument used to expand a passage in the body
divulsor
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dizygotic /daza &ɒtk/ adjective developed from two separately fertilised eggs
dizygotic twins /daza&ɒtk twnz/ plural noun twins who are not identical and not always of the same sex because they come from
two different ova fertilised at the same time.
Also called fraternal twins
dizziness / dzinəs/ noun the feeling that
everything is going round because the sense of
balance has been affected
dizzy / dzi/ adjective feeling that everything
is going round because the sense of balance
has been affected 쑗 The ear infection made
her feel dizzy for some time afterwards. 쑗 He
experiences dizzy spells.
dl abbr decilitre
DLE abbr disseminated lupus erythematosus
dm abbr decimetre
DMD abbr US doctor of dental medicine
DNA /di en  e/ noun one of the nucleic acids, the basic genetic material present in the
nucleus of each cel. Full form deoxyribonudizygotic





dizygotic twins



dizziness



dizzy



dl

DLE

dm

DMD

DNA

cleic acid

DNA fingerprint /di en e fŋ&əprnt/
noun same as genetic fingerprint
DNA fingerprinting /di en e fŋ&ə
prntŋ/ noun same as genetic fingerprinting
DNR abbr do not resuscitate
DOA abbr dead on arrival
dobutamine /dəυ bju təmi n/ noun a drug
used to stimulate the heart
doctor / dɒktə/ noun 1. a person who has
trained in medicine and is qualified to examine
people when they are ill to find out what is
wrong with them and to prescribe a course of
treatment 2. a title given to a qualified person
who is registered with the General Medical
Council (NOTE: Doctor is shortened to Dr when
DNA fingerprint

DNA fingerprinting

DNR

DOA

dobutamine



doctor



written before a name.)
COMMENT: In the UK surgeons are traditionally
not called ’Doctor’, but are addressed as ’Mr’,
’Mrs’, etc. The title ’doctor’ is also applied to
persons who have a higher degree from a university in a non-medical subject. So ’Dr Jones’
may have a degree in music, or in any other
subject without a connection with medicine.
doctor-assisted suicide /dɒktə əsstd
su sad/ noun the suicide of someone with







domiciliary care





domiciliary midwife



domiciliary services





domiciliary visit



dominance



dominant



COMMENT: Since each physical trait is governed by two genes, if one is recessive and
the other dominant, the resulting trait will be
that of the dominant gene.
domino booking / dɒmnəυ bυkŋ/ noun
domino booking



an arrangement for the delivery of a baby,
where the baby is delivered in hospital by a
midwife and the mother and child return home
soon afterwards
Donald-Fothergill operation /dɒnəld
fɒðə&l ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun an operation to
close the neck of the vagina
donate /dəυ net/ verb to agree to give blood,
tissue, organs, or reproductive material to be
used to treat another person
donor / dəυnə/ noun a person who gives
blood, tissue, organs or reproductive material
to be used to treat another person
donor card / dəυnə kɑ d/ noun a card carried by people stating that they give permission for their organs to be transplanted into
other people after they have died
donor insemination /dəυnə nsem
neʃ(ə)n/ noun artificial insemination using
the sperm of an anonymous donor. Abbr DI
dopa / dəυpə/ noun a chemical related to
adrenaline and dopamine. It occurs naturally
in the body and in the form levodopa is used to
treat Parkinson’s disease.
dopamine / dəυpəmi n/ noun a substance
found in the medulla of the adrenal glands,
which also acts as a neurotransmitter. Lack of
Donald-Fothergill operation



Döderlein’s bacillus / d! dəlanz bə
sl"s/ noun a bacterium usually found in the
vagina [After Albert Siegmund Gustav Döderlein



(1860–1941), German obstetrician and gynaecologist]
dolicho- /dɒlkəυ/ prefix long
dolichocephalic /dɒlkəυse flk/ adjective referring to a person with an unusually
dolicho-

dolichocephalic



long skull
dolichocephaly /dɒlkəυ sefəli/ noun a
condition of a person who has a skull which is




domiciliary

donor

Döderlein’s bacillus







legal in most countries.)

dolichocephaly



dolorosa

donate

an incurable disease carried out with the help
of a doctor (NOTE: Doctor-assisted suicide is il-





dolorimetry







dolor



doctor-assisted suicide



longer than usual, the measurement across the
skull being less than 75% of the length of the
head from front to back
dolor / dɒlə/ noun pain
dolorimetry /dɒlə rmətri/ noun the measurement of pain
dolorosa /dɒlə rəυsə/ 쏡 adiposis dolorosa
domiciliary /dɒm sliəri/ adjective at home
or in the home
domiciliary care /dɒm sliəri keə/ noun
personal, domestic, or nursing care provided at
home for people who need it
domiciliary midwife /dɒmsliəri mdwaf/
noun a nurse with special qualification in midwifery, who can assist in childbirth at home
domiciliary services /dɒm sliəri s! v
sz/ plural noun nursing services which are
available to people in their homes
domiciliary visit /dɒmsliəri vzt/ noun
a visit to the patient’s home
dominance / dɒmnəns/ noun the characteristic of a gene form (allele) that leads to the
trait which it controls being shown in any individual carrying it
dominant / dɒmnənt/ adjective important
or powerful 쐽 noun (of an allele) having the
characteristic that leads to the trait which it
controls being shown in any individual carrying it. Compare recessive

donor card



donor insemination



dopa



dopamine
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dopamine is associated with Parkinson’s disease.
dopaminergic /dəυpəm n! dk/ adjective referring to a neurone or receptor stimulated by dopamine
Doppler transducer / dɒplə trnz dju sə/
noun a device to measure blood flow, commonly used to monitor fetal heart rate
Doppler ultrasound /dɒplə "ltrəsaυnd/
noun the use of the Doppler effect in ultrasound to detect red blood cells
Doppler ultrasound flowmeter /dɒplə
"ltrəsaυnd fləυmi tə/ noun a device which
measures the flow of blood and detects steady
or irregular flow, allowing abnormalities or
blockages to be detected
dormant / dɔ mənt/ adjective inactive for a
time 쑗 The virus lies dormant in the body for
several years.
dorsa / dɔ sə/ plural of dorsum
dorsal / dɔ s(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to the
back. Opposite ventral 2. referring to the back
of the body
dorsal vertebrae /dɔ s(ə)l v! tbre/ plural noun the twelve vertebrae in the back between the cervical vertebrae and the lumbar
vertebrae
dorsi- /dɔ si/ prefix referring to the back
dorsiflexion /dɔ s flekʃən/ noun flexion
towards the back of part of the body, e.g. raising the foot at the ankle. Compare plantar flexdopaminergic





Doppler transducer





Doppler ultrasound



Doppler ultrasound flowmeter



dormant



dorsa



dorsal



dorsal vertebrae



dorsi-

dorsiflexion





ion

double blind study



double-jointed



(informal )

double pneumonia /d"b(ə)l nju məυniə/
noun same as bilateral pneumonia
double uterus /d"b(ə)l ju t(ə)rəs/ noun a
condition in which the uterus is divided into
two sections by a membrane. Also called uterus didelphys. 쒁 dimetria
double vision /d"b(ə)l v(ə)n/ noun same
as diplopia (informal )
douche /du ʃ/ noun a liquid forced into the
body to wash out a cavity, or a device used for
washing out a cavity
Douglas bag / d"&ləs b&/ noun a bag used
for measuring the volume of air breathed out
of the lungs
Douglas’ pouch / d"&ləsz paυtʃ/ noun the
rectouterine peritoneal recess
down below /daυn b ləυ/ adverb used to refer politely to the genital area (informal )
Down’s syndrome / daυnz sndrəυm/
noun a condition due to the existence of an extra copy of chromosome 21, in which a baby is
born with slanting eyes, a wide face, speech
difficulties and usually some degree of learning difficulty [Described 1866. After John Langdouble pneumonia





double uterus



double vision



douche

Douglas bag



Douglas’ pouch



down below



Down’s syndrome

dorso- /dɔ səυ/ prefix same as dorsidorsoventral /dɔ səυ ventrəl/ adjective 1.
referring to both the front and the back of the
body 2. extending from the back of the body to
the front
dorsum / dɔ səm/ noun the back of any part
of the body (NOTE: The plural is dorsa.)
dosage / dəυsd/ noun a measured quantity
of a drug calculated to be necessary for someone 쑗 a low dosage 쑗 The doctor decided to
increase the dosage of antibiotics. 쑗 The dosage for children is half that for adults.
dose /dəυs/ noun 1. a measured quantity of a
drug or radiation which is to be given to someone at one time 쑗 It is dangerous to exceed the
prescribed dose. 2. a short period of experiencing a minor illness (informal ) 쑗 a dose of flu 3.
an infection with a sexually transmitted disease (informal ) 쐽 verb to provide someone with
medication (informal ) 쑗 She has been dosing
herself with laxatives.
dosimeter /dəυ smtə/ noun an instrument
which measures the amount of X-rays or other
radiation received
dosimetry /dəυ smətri/ noun the act of
measuring the amount of X-rays or radiation
received, using a dosimeter
double-blind randomised controlled trial
/d"b(ə)l bland rndəmazd kəntrəυld
dorso-

dorsoventral





dorsum



dosage



dose

dosimeter



dosimetry



double-blind randomised controlled trial



Dr

traəl/ noun a trial used to test new treatments
in which patients are randomly placed in either
the treatment or the control group without either the patient or doctor knowing which
group any particular patient is in
double blind study /d"b(ə)l bland st"di/
noun an investigation to test an intervention in
which neither the patient nor the doctor knows
if the patient is receiving active medication or
a placebo
double-jointed /d"b(ə)l dɔntd/ adjective able to bend joints to an unusual degree





don Haydon Down (1828–96), British physician
at Normansfield Hospital, Teddington, UK.]
downstairs /daυn steəz/ adverb used to refer politely to the genital area (informal )
down there /daυn ðeə/ adverb used to refer
politely to the genital area (informal )
doxepin / dɒkspn/ noun a drug used as a
downstairs



down there

doxepin



sedative and antidepressant
doxycycline /dɒksi sakli n/ noun a widely
used antibiotic derived from tetracycline
doze /dəυz/ verb to sleep lightly for a short
time
dozy / dəυzi/ adjective sleepy 쑗 These antihistamines can make you feel dozy.
DPT abbr diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus
DPT vaccine /di pi ti vksi n/, DPT immunisation /di pi ti mjυnazeʃ(ə)n/
noun a combined vaccine or immunisation
against the three diseases, diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus
Dr abbr doctor (NOTE: used when writing somedoxycycline





doze

dozy



DPT

DPT vaccine





Dr

one’s name: Dr Smith)
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drachm /drm/ noun a measure used in pharmacy, equal to 3.8g dry weight or 3.7ml liquid
measure
dracontiasis /drkɒn taəss/, dracunculiasis /drək"ŋkjυ laəss/ noun a tropical
disease caused by the guinea worm Dracunculus medinensis which enters the body from infected drinking water and forms blisters on the
skin, frequently leading to secondary arthritis,
fibrosis and cellulitis
Dracunculus /drə k"ŋkjυləs/ noun a parasitic worm which enters the body and rises to
the skin to form a blister. The infection frequently leads to secondary arthritis, fibrosis
and cellulitis. Also called guinea worm
dragee /dr e/ noun a sugar-coated tablet
or pill
drain /dren/ noun a tube to remove liquid
from the body 쐽 verb to remove liquid from
the body 쑗 an operation to drain the sinus 쑗
They drained the pus from the abscess.
drainage / drend/ noun the removal of liquid from the site of an operation or pus from an
abscess by means of a tube or wick left in the
body for a time
drape /drep/ noun a thin material used to
place over someone about to undergo surgery,
leaving the operation site uncovered
draw /drɔ / verb to drain a liquid such as
blood, pus or water from a wound or incision
drawn /drɔ n/ adjective appearing tired and
careworn, usually as a result of anxiety, grief
or illness
draw-sheet / drɔ ʃi t/ noun a sheet under a
person in bed, folded so that it can be pulled
out as it becomes soiled
drepanocyte / drepənəυsat/ noun same as
drachm

dracontiasis









Dracunculus



dragee



drain

drainage



drape

draw

drawn

draw-sheet



drepanocyte



sickle cell

drepanocytosis
/drepənəυsa təυss/
noun same as sickle-cell anaemia
dress /dres/ verb 1. to put on clothes, or put
clothes on someone 2. to clean a wound and
put a covering over it 쑗 Nurses dressed the
wounds of the accident victims.
dresser / dresə/ noun someone who assists a
surgeon during operations
dressing / dresŋ/ noun a covering or bandage applied to a wound to protect it 쑗 The patient’s dressings need to be changed regularly.
dribble / drb(ə)l/ verb to let liquid flow
slowly out of an opening, especially saliva out
of the mouth
dribbling / drblŋ/ noun 1. the act of letting
saliva flow out of the mouth 2. same as incondrepanocytosis





dress

dresser



dressing



dribble



dribbling



tinence (informal )
drill /drl/ noun a tool which rotates very rapdrill

idly to make a hole, especially a surgical instrument used in dentistry to remove caries 쐽
verb to make a hole with a drill 쑗 A small hole
is drilled in the skull. 쑗 The dentist drilled one
of her molars.

Drinker respirator / drŋkə respretə/
noun a machine which encloses the whole of
the body except the head, and in which air
pressure is increased and decreased, so forcing
the person to breathe in and out. Also called
Drinker respirator



iron lung
drip /drp/ noun a system for introducing liqdrip

uid slowly and continuously into the body, by
which a bottle of liquid is held above a person
and the fluid flows slowly down a tube into a
needle in a vein or into the stomach 쑗 After her
operation, the patient was put on a drip.
drip feed / drp fi d/ noun a drip containing
nutrients
drop /drɒp/ noun 1. a small quantity of liquid
2. a sudden reduction or fall in the quantity of
something 쑗 a drop in pressure 쐽 plural noun
drops liquid medicine for the eye, nose, or ear
administered with a dropper 쐽 verb 1. to fall or
let something fall 쑗 Pressure in the artery
dropped suddenly. 2. to reduce suddenly
drop attack / drɒp ətk/ noun a condition
in which a person suddenly falls down, though
he or she is not unconscious, caused by sudden
weakness of the spine
droperidol /drɒ perdɒl/ noun a drug used to
keep someone in a calm state before an operation
drop foot / drɒp fυt/ noun a condition,
caused by a muscular disorder, in which the
ankle is not strong and the foot hangs limp
droplet / drɒplət/ noun a very small quantity
of liquid
droplet infection / drɒplət nfekʃən/ noun
an infection developed by inhaling droplets
containing a virus, e.g. from a sneeze
drop off /drɒp ɒf/ verb (informal ) 1. to fall
asleep 2. to get less
dropper / drɒpə/ noun a small glass or plastic
tube with a rubber bulb at one end, used to
suck up and expel liquid in drops
dropsy / drɒpsi/ noun same as oedema
drip feed



drop

drop attack





droperidol



drop foot



droplet



droplet infection





drop off



dropper



dropsy



(dated )

drop wrist /drɒp rst/ noun a condition
caused by a muscular disorder, in which the
wrist is not strong and the hand hangs limp
drown /draυn/ verb to die by inhaling liquid
drowning / draυnŋ/ noun death as a result of
inhaling liquid
drowsiness / draυzinəs/ noun sleepiness 쑗
The medicine is likely to cause drowsiness.
drowsy / draυzi/ adjective sleepy 쑗 The injection will make you feel drowsy.
drug /dr"&/ noun 1. a natural or synthetic
chemical substance which is used in medicine
and affects the way in which organs or tissues
function 쑗 She was prescribed a course of
pain-killing drugs. 쑗 The drug is being monitored for possible side-effects. 2. a substance
taken by choice which produces a strong effect
drop wrist

drown

drowning



drowsiness



drowsy



drug
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on a person’s feelings and state of mind 쑗 recreational drug 쑗 controlled drugs
COMMENT: There are three classes of controlled drugs: Class ‘A’ drugs such as cocaine,
heroin, crack and LSD; Class ‘B’ drugs such
as amphetamines and codeine; and Class ‘C’
drugs such as cannabis and benzphetamine.
The drugs are covered by five schedules under the Misuse of Drugs Regulations: Schedule 1: drugs which are not used medicinally,
such as cannabis and LSD, for which possession and supply are prohibited. Schedule 2:
drugs which can be used medicinally such as
heroin, morphine, cocaine, and amphetamines: these are fully controlled as regards
prescriptions by doctors, safe custody in pharmacies, registering of sales, etc. Schedule 3:
barbiturates, which are controlled as regards
prescriptions, but need not be kept in safe
custody; Schedule 4: benzodiazepines,
which are controlled as regards registers of
purchasers; Schedule 5: other substances
for which invoices showing purchasers;
Schedule 5: other substances for which invoices showing purchase must be kept.
drug abuse / dr"& əbju s/ noun 쏡 substance abuse
drug abuser / dr"& ə bju zə/ noun a person
drug abuse





drug abuser





who regularly uses drugs for non-medical purposes
drug addict / dr"& dkt/ noun a person
who is physically and mentally dependent on
taking a particular drug regularly 쑗 a heroin
addict 쑗 a morphine addict
drug addiction / dr"& ədkʃən/ noun the
fact of being mentally and physically dependent on taking a particular drug regularly. Also
called drug dependence
drug allergy / dr"& lədi/ noun a reaction
to a particular drug
drug dependence / dr"& dpendəns/ noun
same as drug addiction
drug-related / dr"& r letd/ adjective associated with the taking of drugs
drug tolerance / dr"& tɒlərəns/ noun a
condition in which a drug has been given to
someone for so long that his or her body no
longer reacts to it, and the dosage has to be increased
drunk /dr"ŋk/ adjective intoxicated with too
much alcohol
dry /dra/ adjective 1. not wet 쑗 The surface of
the wound should be kept dry. 2. containing
only a small amount of moisture 쑗 She uses a
cream to soften her dry skin. (NOTE: drier – driest) 쐽 verb to remove moisture from something (NOTE: dries – drying – dried)
dry beriberi /dra beri beri/ noun beriberi
associated with loss of feeling and paralysis
dry burn /dra b! n/ noun an injury to the
skin caused by touching a very hot dry surface
dry drowning /dra draυnŋ/ noun death in
which someone’s air passage has been constricted by being under water, though he or she
does not inhale any water
drug addict



drug addiction





drug allergy



drug dependence





drug-related





drug tolerance



drunk

dry

dry beriberi





dry burn



dry drowning



dull

dry-eye syndrome /dra a sndrəυm/
noun same as xerosis
dry gangrene /dra &ŋ&ri n/ noun a condition in which the blood supply to a limb has
been cut off and the tissue becomes black
dry ice /dra as/ noun solid carbon dioxide
dryness / dranəs/ noun the state of being
dry 쑗 dryness in the eyes, accompanied by
rheumatoid arthritis 쑗 She complained of dryness in her mouth.
dry out /dra aυt/ verb 1. same as dry 2. to
treat someone for alcoholism, or undergo
treatment for alcoholism (informal )
dry socket /dra sɒkt/ noun inflammation
of the socket of a tooth which has just been removed
DTC abbr diagnostic and treatment centre
DTs abbr delirium tremens
Duchenne muscular dystrophy /du ʃen
m"skjυlə dstrəfi/, Duchenne’s muscular
dystrophy /du ʃenz m"skjυlə dstrəfi/,
Duchenne /du ʃen/ noun an inherited form of
muscular dystrophy that weakens the muscles
of the upper respiratory and pelvic areas. It
usually affects boys and causes early death.
dry-eye syndrome

dry gangrene



dry ice



dryness



dry out



dry socket

DTC

DTs

Duchenne muscular dystrophy







[Described 1849. After Guillaume Benjamin Arnaud Duchenne (1806–75), French neurologist.]
Ducrey’s bacillus /du krez bə sləs/ noun
Ducrey’s bacillus





a type of bacterium found in the lungs, causing
chancroid [Described 1889. After Augusto

Ducrey (1860–1940), Professor of Dermatology
in Pisa, then Rome, Italy.]
duct /d"kt/ noun a tube which carries liquids,
duct

especially one which carries secretions
duct gland / d"kt &lnd/ noun same as exoduct gland



crine gland
ductless / d"ktləs/ adjective without a duct
ductless gland /d"ktləs &lnd/ noun
same as endocrine gland
ductule / d"ktju l/ noun a very small duct
ductus / d"ktəs/ noun same as duct
ductus arteriosus /d"ktəs ɑ təri əυsəs/
noun in a fetus, the blood vessel connecting the
ductless



ductless gland



ductule



ductus



ductus arteriosus







left pulmonary artery to the aorta so that blood
does not pass through the lungs
ductus deferens /d"ktəs defərənz/ noun
one of two tubes along which sperm pass from
the epididymus to the seminal vesicles near the
prostate gland. Also called vas deferens. See
illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in
Supplement
ductus venosus /d"ktəs v nəυsəs/ noun
in a fetus, the blood vessel connecting the portal sinus to the inferior vena cava
dull /d"l/ adjective referring to pain which is
not strong but which is continuously present 쑗
She complained of a dull throbbing pain in her
head. 쑗 He felt a dull pain in the chest. 쐽 verb
to make a sensation or awareness of a sensation less sharp 쑗 The treatment dulled the pain
for a while. 쑗 The drug had dulled her senses.
ductus deferens



ductus venosus



dull
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dumb /d"m/ adjective not able to speak
dumbness / d"mnəs/ noun same as mutism
dumping syndrome / d"mpŋ sndrəυm/
noun same as postgastrectomy syndrome
duo- /dju əυ/ prefix two
duoden- /dju əυdi n/ prefix referring to the
duodenum
duodenal /dju əυ di n(ə)l/ adjective referring to the duodenum
duodenal papillae /dju əυdi n(ə)l pə pli /
plural noun small projecting parts in the duodenum where the bile duct and pancreatic duct
open
duodenal ulcer /dju əυdi n(ə)l "lsə/ noun
an ulcer in the duodenum
duodenoscope
/dju əυ di nəυskəυp/
noun an instrument used to examine the inside
of the duodenum
duodenostomy /dju əυd nɒstəmi/ noun
a permanent opening made between the duodenum and the abdominal wall
duodenum /dju ə di nəm/ noun the first
part of the small intestine, going from the
stomach to the jejunum. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
dumb

dumbness



dumping syndrome



duo-

duoden-

duodenal





duodenal papillae





duodenal ulcer



duodenoscope





duodenostomy





duodenum





COMMENT:

The duodenum is the shortest part
of the small intestine, about 250 mm long. It
takes bile from the gall bladder and pancreatic
juice from the pancreas and continues the digestive processes started in the mouth and
stomach.
duplex imaging /dju pleks mdŋ/ noun
duplex imaging



a type of ultrasonic imaging where the speed
of the flow of blood is measured
Dupuytren’s contracture /du pwi trənz
kən trktʃə/ noun a condition in which the
palmar fascia becomes thicker, causing the fingers, usually the middle and fourth fingers, to
bend forwards [Described 1831. After Baron
Dupuytren’s contracture





Guillaume Dupuytren (1775–1835), French surgeon.]
dura / djυərə/ noun same as dura mater
dural / djυər(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
dura



dural



dura mater
dura mater /djυərə metə/ noun the thicker outer membrane of the three covering the
brain. Also called dura, pachymeninx. 쒁
dura mater



arachnoid
duty / dju ti/ noun the activities which a person has to do as part of their job 쑗 What are the
duties of a night sister? (NOTE: The plural is duties.) 왍 to be on duty to be working 쑗 She’s
duty



on duty from 2 p.m. till 10 p.m. 왍 a duty of
care the requirement to treat a patient in an appropriate way, as part of the work of being a
health professional
duty nurse / dju ti n! s/ noun a nurse who is
on duty
duty rota / dju ti rəυtə/ noun a list of duties
which have to be done and the names of the
people who will do them
d.v.t., DVT abbr deep-vein thrombosis
duty nurse



duty rota



d.v.t.

dwarfism / dwɔ fz(ə)m/ noun a condition in
which the growth of a person has stopped,
leaving him or her much smaller than average
dwarfism



COMMENT: Dwarfism may be caused by
achondroplasia, where the long bones in the
arms and legs do not develop fully but the
trunk and head are of average size. Dwarfism
can have other causes such as rickets or deficiency in the pituitary gland.
dynamic splint /danmk splnt/ noun a
dynamic splint



splint which uses springs to help the person
move
dynamometer /danə mɒmtə/ noun an instrument for measuring the force of muscular
contraction
-dynia /dniə/ suffix pain
dys- /ds/ prefix difficult or impaired
dysaesthesia /dsi s θi ziə/ noun 1. the impairment of a sense, in particular the sense of
touch 2. an unpleasant feeling of pain experienced when the skin is touched lightly
dysarthria /ds ɑ θriə/, dysarthrosis /dsɑ
θrəυss/ noun difficulty in speaking words
clearly, caused by damage to the central nervous system
dysbarism / dsbɑ rz(ə)m/ noun any disorder caused by differences between the atmospheric pressure outside the body and the pressure inside
dysbasia /ds beziə/ noun difficulty in
walking, especially when caused by a lesion to
a nerve
dyschezia /ds ki ziə/ noun difficulty in
passing faeces
dyschondroplasia /dskɒndrəυ pleziə/
noun a condition in which the long bones are
shorter than usual
dyschromatopsia
/ dskrəυmə tɒpsiə/
noun a condition where someone cannot distinguish colours
dyscoria /ds kɔ riə/ noun 1. an unusually
shaped pupil of the eye 2. an unusual reaction
of the pupil
dyscrasia /ds kreziə/ noun any unusual
body condition (dated )
dysdiadochokinesia /dsdadəkəυka
ni siə/,
dysdiadochokinesis
/dsda
dəkəυka ni ss/ noun the inability to carry
out rapid movements, caused by a disorder or
lesion of the cerebellum
dysenteric /dsən terk/ adjective referring
to dysentery
dysentery / ds(ə)ntri/ noun an infection and
inflammation of the colon, causing bleeding
and diarrhoea
dynamometer





-dynia

dys-

dysaesthesia





dysarthria







dysbarism



dysbasia



dyschezia



dyschondroplasia





dyschromatopsia





dyscoria



dyscrasia



dysdiadochokinesia











dysenteric





dysentery



COMMENT: Dysentery occurs mainly in tropical
countries. The symptoms include diarrhoea,
discharge of blood and pain in the intestines.
There are two main types of dysentery: bacillary dysentery, caused by the bacterium
Shigella in contaminated food, and amoebic
dysentery or amoebiasis, caused by a para-
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sitic amoeba Entamoeba histolytica spread
through contaminated drinking water.
dysfunction /ds f"ŋkʃən/ noun an unusual



dysfunction

dysphagia





functioning of an organ
dysfunctional /ds f"ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adjective 1.
not working properly 2. unable to relate to other people emotionally or socially
dysfunctional uterine bleeding /ds
f"ŋkʃən(ə)l ju təran bli dŋ/ noun bleeding in the uterus not caused by a menstrual period
dysgenesis /ds denəss/ noun unusual
development
dysgerminoma /dsd! m nəυmə/ noun
a malignant tumour of the ovary or testicle
dysgraphia /ds &rfiə/ noun difficulty in
writing caused by a brain lesion
dyskariosis /dskri əυss/ noun the fact
of becoming mature in an unusual way
dyskinesia /dska ni ziə/ noun the inability to control voluntary movements
dyslalia /ds leliə/ noun a disorder of
speech, caused by an unusual development of
the tongue
dyslexia /ds leksiə/ noun a disorder of development, where a person is unable to read or
write properly and confuses letters
dyslexic /ds leksk/ adjective referring to
dyslexia 쐽 noun a person suffering from dyslexia
dyslipidaemia /dslp di miə/ noun an imbalance of lipids
dyslogia /ds ləυdə/ noun difficulty in
putting ideas into words
dysmaturity /dsmə tʃυərti/ noun a condition affecting newborn babies, shown by wrinkled skin, long fingernails and toenails and relatively little body fat
dysmenorrhoea /dsmenə ri ə/ noun pain
experienced at menstruation
dysostosis /dsɒs təυss/ noun unusual
formation of bones
dyspareunia /dsp ru niə/ noun difficult
or painful sexual intercourse in a woman
dyspepsia /ds pepsiə/ noun a condition in
which a person feels pains or discomfort in the
stomach, caused by indigestion
dysfunctional



dysfunctional uterine bleeding



dysgenesis



dysgerminoma





dysgraphia



dyskariosis





dyskinesia





dyslalia



dyslexia



dyslexic



dyslipidaemia





dyslogia



dysmaturity





dysmenorrhoea





dysostosis





dyspareunia





dyspepsia



dysuria

dyspeptic /ds peptk/ adjective referring to
dyspepsia
dysphagia /ds fediə/ noun difficulty in
swallowing
dysphasia /ds feziə/ noun difficulty in
speaking and putting words into the correct order
dysphemia /ds fi miə/ noun same as stamdyspeptic

dysphasia



dysphemia



mering

dysphonia /ds fəυniə/ noun difficulty in
speaking caused by impairment of the vocal
cords, or by laryngitis
dysplasia /ds pleziə/ noun an unusual development of tissue
dyspnoea /dsp ni ə/ noun difficulty or pain
in breathing
dyspnoeic /dsp ni k/ adjective difficult or
painful when breathing
dyspraxia /ds prksiə/ noun difficulty in
carrying out coordinated movements
dysrhythmia /ds rðmiə/ noun an unusual
rhythm, either in speaking or in electrical impulses in the brain
dyssocial /ds səυʃ(ə)l/ adjective same as
dysphonia



dysplasia



dyspnoea



dyspnoeic



dyspraxia



dysrhythmia



dyssocial



antisocial

dyssynergia /ds n! diə/ noun same as
dyssynergia





asynergia

dystaxia /ds tksiə/ noun an inability to coordinate the muscles
dystocia /ds təυsiə/ noun difficult childbirth
dystonia /ds təυniə/ noun disordered muscle tone, causing involuntary contractions
which make the limbs deformed
dystrophia /ds trəυfiə/ noun the wasting of
an organ, muscle or tissue due to lack of nutrients in that part of the body. Also called dysdystaxia



dystocia



dystonia



dystrophia



trophy

dystrophia adiposogenitalis /dstrəυfiə
dpəυsəυden tels/ noun same as Fröhdystrophia adiposogenitalis







lich’s syndrome

dystrophia
myotonica
/dstrəυfiə
maəυ tɒnkə/ noun same as myotonic dysdystrophia myotonica





trophy

dystrophy / dstrəfi/ noun same as dysdystrophy



trophia

dysuria /ds jυəriə/ noun difficulty in passing urine
dysuria
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ear /ə/ noun an organ on the side of the head
which is used for hearing (NOTE: For other
ear

terms referring to ears, see auricular and words
beginning with ot-, oto-.)
COMMENT: The outer ear is shaped in such a
way that it collects sound and channels it to
the eardrum. Behind the eardrum, the three
ossicles in the middle ear vibrate with sound
and transmit the vibrations to the cochlea in
the inner ear. From the cochlea, the vibrations
are passed by the auditory nerve to the brain.
Ear, Nose & Throat /ə nəυz ən θrəυt/
noun the study of the ear, nose and throat. Abbr
ENT. Also called otorhinolarngology
earache / ərek/ noun pain in the ear. Also
called otalgia
ear canal / ə kənl/ noun one of several
Ear, Nose & Throat



earache



ear canal





passages in or connected to the ear, especially
the external auditory meatus, the passage from
the outer ear to the eardrum
eardrum / ədr"m/ noun the membrane at the
end of the external auditory meatus leading
from the outer ear, which vibrates with sound
and passes the vibrations on to the ossicles in
the middle ear. Also called myringa, tympaeardrum



num (NOTE: For other terms referring to the eardrum, see words beginning with tympan-, tympano-.)
early / ! l/ adjective 1. happening at the beearly



ginning of a period of time 왍 early diagnosis
diagnosis made at the onset of an illness 왍 early treatment treatment given almost as soon
as the illness has started 2. (of a condition or illness) in its first stage 쑗 early synovitis 왍 during early pregnancy within the first months
of pregnancy 쐽 adverb at the beginning of a
period of time 쑗 The treatment is usually successful if the condition is diagnosed early.
early onset pre-eclampsia /! li ɒnset
pri  klmpsiə/ noun pre-eclampsia which
appears earlier than the 37th week of the pregnancy
ear ossicle / ə ɒsk(ə)l/ noun 쏡 auditory
early onset pre-eclampsia





ear ossicle



ossicles

earwax / əwks/ noun same as cerumen
ease /i z/ verb to make pain or worry less 쑗
She had an injection to ease the pain in her leg.
earwax



ease

쑗 The surgeon tried to ease the patient’s fears

about the results of the scan.
eating disorder / i tŋ dsɔ də/ noun an illness that causes the usual pattern of eating to
be disturbed, e.g. anorexia or bulimia
eating habits / i tŋ hbts/ plural noun the
types and quantities of food regularly eaten by
a person 쑗 The dietitian advised her to change
her eating habits.
Ebola virus / bəυlə varəs/ noun a highly
contagious virus found in West Africa. Patients who are affected with it vomit, have
bloody diarrhoea and blood seeps through
their skin.
eburnation /i bə neʃ(ə)n/ noun the conversion of cartilage into a hard mass with a shiny
surface like bone
ecbolic /ek bɒlk/ noun a substance which
produces contraction of the uterus and so induces childbirth or abortion 쐽 adjective causing contraction of the uterus
ecchondroma /ekən drəυmə/ noun a benign tumour on the surface of cartilage or bone
ecchymosis /ek məυss/ noun a dark area
on the skin made by blood which has escaped
into the tissues after a blow. Also called
eating disorder





eating habits



Ebola virus



eburnation





ecbolic



ecchondroma





ecchymosis





bruise, contusion
eccrine / ekrn/ adjective referring to a gland,
eccrine



especially a sweat gland, which does not disintegrate and remains intact during secretion.
Also called merocrine
eccyesis /eksa  ss/ noun same as ectopic
eccyesis





pregnancy
ecdysis / ekdss/ noun same as desquamation
ECG abbr electrocardiogram
echinococciasis
/kanəυkɒ kaəss/,
echinococcosis /kanəυkə kəυss/ noun a
ecdysis



ECG

echinococciasis









disorder caused by a tapeworm Echinococcus
granulosus which forms hydatid cysts in the
lungs, liver, kidneys or brain
Echinococcus
granulosus
/
kanəυkɒkəs &rnjυ ləυsəs/ noun a type
of tapeworm, usually found in animals, but
sometimes transmitted to humans, causing hydatid cysts in the lungs, liver, kidneys or brain
echo- /ekəυ/ prefix referring to sound
Echinococcus granulosus





echo-
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echocardiogram
/ekəυ kɑ diə&rm/
noun a record of heart movements made using
ultrasound
echocardiography
/ ekəυkɑ di ɒ&rəfi/
noun the use of ultrasound to examine the heart
echoencephalography /ekəυenkefə lɒ
&rəfi/ noun the use of ultrasound to examine
the brain
echography /e kɒ&rəfi/ noun same as ultraechocardiogram





echocardiography





echoencephalography







echography



sonography

echokinesis /ekəυka ni ss/ noun same as
echokinesis





echopraxia
echolalia /ekəυ leliə/ noun the repetition of
echolalia





words spoken by another person
echopraxia /ekəυ prksiə/ noun the meaningless imitation of another person’s actions
echovirus / ekəυvarəs/ noun one of a
group of viruses which can be isolated from
the intestine and which can cause serious illnesses such as aseptic meningitis, gastroenteritis and respiratory infection in small children. Compare reovirus
eclabium / klebiəm/ noun the turning outwards of the lips. 쒁 eversion
eclampsia / klmpsiə/ noun a serious condition of pregnant women at the end of pregnancy, caused by toxaemia, in which the woman has high blood pressure and may go into a
coma. 쒁 pre-eclampsia
ecmnesia /ek ni ziə/ noun a condition in
which someone is not able to remember recent
events, while remembering clearly events
which happened some time ago
E. coli /i kəυla/ noun same as Escherichia
echopraxia





echovirus





eclabium



eclampsia



ecmnesia



E. coli



coli





doparasite

ectopia /ek təυpiə/ noun a condition in
which an organ or part of the body is not in its
usual position
ectopic /ek tɒpk/ adjective not in the usual
position. Opposite entopic
ectopic heartbeat /ektɒpk hɑ tbi t/
noun an unusual extra beat of the heart which
originates from a point other than the sinoatrial
node. Also called extrasystole, premature
ectopia



ectopic



ectopic heartbeat



beat

ectopic pacemaker /ektɒpk pesmekə/
noun an unusual focus of the heart muscle
which takes the place of the sinoatrial node
ectopic pregnancy /ektɒpk pre&nənsi/
noun a pregnancy where the fetus develops
outside the uterus, often in one of the Fallopian
tubes. Also called extrauterine pregnancy, ecectopic pacemaker



ectopic pregnancy



cyesis

ectro- /ektrəυ/ prefix referring to a usually
congenital absence or lack of something
ectrodactyly /ektrəυ dktli/ noun a congenital absence of all or part of a finger
ectrogeny /ek trɒdəni/ noun a congenital
absence of a part at birth
ectromelia /ektrəυ mi liə/ noun a congenital absence of one or more limbs
ectropion /ek trəυpiən/ noun a turning of
the edge of an eyelid outwards. 쒁 eversion
eczema / eksmə/ noun a non-contagious inflammation of the skin, with an itchy rash and
blisters
eczematous /ek semətəs/ adjective referring to eczema
eczematous dermatitis /eksemətəs
d! mə tats/ noun an itchy inflammation or
irritation of the skin due to an allergic reaction
to a substance which a person has touched or
absorbed
EDD abbr expected date of delivery
edema / di mə/ noun US same as oedema
edentulous / dentjυləs/ adjective having
lost all teeth
edible / edb(ə)l/ adjective able to be eaten
without causing harm
EDTA noun a colourless chemical that can
bind to heavy metals to remove them from the
bloodstream. Full form ethylene diamine tetectro-

ectrodactyly





ectrogeny



ectromelia





ectropion



eczema



eczematous

economy class syndrome / kɒnəmi
klɑ s sndrəυm/ noun same as deep-vein
economy class syndrome



thrombosis (informal )
écraseur /ekrɑ z! / noun a surgical instruécraseur





ment, usually with a wire loop, used to cut a
part or a growth off at its base
ecstasy / ekstəsi/ noun 1. feeling of extreme
happiness 2. a powerful stimulant and hallucinatory illegal drug (informal ) Also called methecstasy



ylenedioxymethamphetamine

ECT abbr electroconvulsive therapy
ect- /ekt/ prefix same as ecto- (used before
ECT

ect-

vowels)



eczematous dermatitis





EDD

edema



edentulous



edible



EDTA

ectasia /ek teziə/ noun the dilatation of a
passage
ecthyma /ek θamə/ noun a skin disorder
that is a serious form of impetigo which penetrates deep under the skin and leaves scars
ecto- /ektəυ/ prefix outside
ectoderm / ektəυd! m/ noun the outer layer
of an early embryo. Also called embryonic ecectasia



ecthyma



ecto-

ectoderm



toderm

ectodermal /ektəυ d! m(ə)l/ adjective referring to the ectoderm
-ectomy /ektəmi/ suffix referring to the removal of a part by surgical operation
ectodermal



-ectomy

effacement

ectoparasite /ektəυ prəsat/ noun a parasite which lives on the skin. Compare enectoparasite



ra-acetate

Edwards’ syndrome / edwədz sndrəυm/
noun a severe genetic disorder that results in
malformations of the brain, kidney, heart,
hands and feet. It is caused by an extra copy of
chromosome 18 and those people who have it
usually die within six months.
EEG abbr electroencephalogram
EFA abbr essential fatty acid
effacement / fesmənt/ noun the thinning
of the cervix before it dilates in childbirth
Edwards’ syndrome



EEG

EFA

effacement
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effect / fekt/ noun a result of a drug, treatment, disease or action 쑗 The antiseptic cream
has had no effect on the rash. 쐽 verb to make
something happen (formal ) 쑗 They will have to
effect a change in procedures. 쑗 In some circumstances these drugs can effect surprising
cures.
effective / fektv/ adjective having an effect
쑗 Embolisation is an effective treatment for
severe haemoptysis.
effective dose /fektv dəυs/ noun a size
of dose which will produce the effect required
effector / fektə/ noun a nerve ending in
muscles or glands which is activated to produce contraction or secretion
efferens / efərəns/ 쏡 vas efferens
efferent / efərənt/ adjective carrying something away from part of the body or from the
centre. Opposite afferent
efferent duct / efərənt d"kt/ noun a duct
which carries a secretion away from a gland
efferent nerve / efərənt n! v/ noun same as
effect



effective



effective dose



effector



efferens



efferent



efferent duct



efferent nerve



motor nerve

ejaculation





ejaculatio praecox



ejaculatory



ejaculatory duct



eject



ejection



EKG

elastic



elastic bandage



efferent vessel / efərənt ves(ə)l/ noun a
vessel which drains lymph from a gland
effleurage /efl! rɑ / noun a form of massage where the skin is stroked in one direction
to increase blood flow
effort syndrome / efət sndrəυm/ noun
same as disordered action of the heart
effusion / fju (ə)n/ noun 1. a discharge of
blood, fluid or pus into or out of an internal
cavity 2. fluid, blood or pus which is discharged
egg /e&/ noun 1. a reproductive cell produced
in the female body by an ovary, and which, if
fertilised by the male sperm, becomes an embryo 2. an egg with a hard shell, laid by a hen
or other bird, which is used for food
egg cell / e& sel/ noun an immature ovum or
female cell
ego / i &əυ, e&əυ/ noun (in psychology) the
part of the mind which is consciously in contact with the outside world and is influenced
by experiences of the world
Egyptian ophthalmia /dpʃ(ə)n ɒf
θlmiə/ noun same as trachoma
EHO abbr Environmental Health Officer
EIA abbr exercise-induced asthma
eidetic imagery /adetk mdəri/ noun
the recall of extremely clear pictures in the
mind
Eisenmenger syndrome / azənmeŋə
sndrəυm/ noun heart disease caused by a
septal defect between the ventricles, with pulmonary hypertension [Described 1897. After
efferent vessel



effleurage





effort syndrome



effusion



egg

egg cell



ego



ejaculation /dkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
sending out of semen from the penis
ejaculatio
praecox /dkjυleʃiəυ
pri kɒks/ noun a situation where a man ejaculates too early during sexual intercourse
ejaculatory / dkjυlətri/ adjective referring to ejaculation
ejaculatory duct / dkjυlətri d"kt/ noun
one of two ducts leading from the seminal vesicles through the prostate gland to the urethra.
See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in
Supplement
eject / dekt/ verb to send out something
with force 쑗 Blood is ejected from the ventricle during systole.
ejection / dekʃən/ noun the act of sending
out something with force
EKG abbr US electrocardiogram
elastic / lstk/ adjective which can be
stretched and compressed and return to its
former shape
elastic bandage /lstk bndd/ noun
a stretchy bandage used to support a weak
joint or for the treatment of a varicose vein
elastic cartilage /lstk kɑ təld/ noun
flexible cartilage, e.g. in the ear and epiglottis
elastic fibre /lstk fabə/ noun fibre
which can expand easily and is found in elastic
cartilage, the skin and the walls of arteries and
the lungs. Also called yellow fibre
elastic hose / lstk həυz/ noun same as



Egyptian ophthalmia





EHO

EIA

eidetic imagery



Eisenmenger syndrome



Victor Eisenmenger (1864–1932), German physician.]
ejaculate / dkjυlet/ verb to send out seejaculate



men from the penis



elastic cartilage



elastic fibre



elastic hose



surgical hose
elasticity /l ststi/ noun the ability to exelasticity





pand and be compressed and to return to the
former shape
elastic tissue /lstk tʃu / noun connective tissue which contains elastic fibres, e.g. in
the walls of arteries or of the alveoli in the
lungs
elastin / lstn/ noun a protein which occurs
in elastic fibres
elation / leʃ(ə)n/ noun the state of being
happy, stimulated and excited
elbow / elbəυ/ noun a hinged joint where the
upper arm bone (humerus) joins the forearm
bones (radius and ulna)
elbow crutch / elbəυ kr"tʃ/ noun a crutch
which surrounds the arms at the elbows and
has a handle to hold lower down the shaft
elderly / eldəli/ adjective older than 65 쑗 a
home for elderly single women 쑗 She looks after her two elderly parents. 쐽 noun 왍 the elderly people aged over 65
elective / lektv/ adjective 1. referring to a
chemical substance which tends to combine
with one substance rather others 2. referring to
surgery or treatment which someone can
choose to have but is not urgently necessary to
save their life
elastic tissue



elastin



elation



elbow



elbow crutch



elderly



elective
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elective care /lektv keə/ noun hospital
care which is planned in advance, rather than a
response to an emergency
Electra complex / lektrə kɒmpleks/ noun
(in psychology) a condition in which a girl feels
sexually attracted to her father and sees her
mother as an obstacle
electric shock /lektrk ʃɒk/ noun a sudden passage of electricity into the body, causing a nervous spasm or, in severe cases, death
electric shock treatment /lektrk ʃɒk
tri tmənt/ noun same as electroconvulsive
elective care



Electra complex



electric shock



electric shock treatment



therapy (informal )
electro- / lektrəυ/ prefix referring to elecelectro-



tricity
electrocardiogram /lektrəυ kɑ diə&rm/
noun a chart which records the electrical impulses in the heart muscle. Abbr ECG, EKG
electrocardiograph /lektrəυ kɑ diə&rɑ f/
noun an apparatus for measuring and recording the electrical impulses of the muscles of
the heart as it beats
electrocardiography
/lektrəυkɑ d
ɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of recording the
electrical impulses of the heart
electrocardiophonography
/lektrəυ
kɑ diəυfə nɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of electrically recording the sounds of the heartbeats
electrocautery /lektrəυ kɔ təri/ noun
same as galvanocautery
electrochemical /lektrəυ kemk(ə)l/ adjective referring to electricity and chemicals
and their interaction
electrocoagulation
/lektrəυkəυ&jυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun the control of haemorrhage in
surgery by passing a high-frequency electric
current through divided blood vessels
electroconvulsive therapy /lektrəυkən
v"lsv θerəpi/ noun the treatment of severe
depression and some mental disorders by giving someone who has been anaesthetised small
electric shocks in the brain to make him or her
have convulsions. Abbr ECT. Also called elecelectrocardiogram





electrocardiograph





electrocardiography





electrocardiophonography





electrocautery





electrochemical





electrocoagulation





electroconvulsive therapy





troplexy

elevation

electrolysis /lek trɒləss/ noun the destruction of tissue such as unwanted hair by applying an electric current
electrolyte / lektrəlat/ noun a chemical solution which can conduct electricity
electrolyte mixture / lektrəlat mkstʃə/
noun a pint (0.56 litres) of boiled water with a
teaspoonful of sugar and a generous pinch of
table salt used for the prevention of diarrhoea
electrolytic /lektrə ltk/ adjective referring to electrolytes or to electrolysis
electromyogram
/lektrə maəυ&rm/
noun a chart showing the electric currents in
active muscles. Abbr EMG
electromyography /lektrəυma ɒ&rəfi/
noun the study of electric currents in active
muscles
electronic stethoscope /elektrɒnk
steθəskəυp/ noun a stethoscope with an amplifier which makes sounds louder
electronystagmography
/elektrəυ
nst& mɒ&rəfi/ noun measuring of nystagmus
electrooculogram /lektrəυ ɒkjυlə&rm/
noun a record of the electric currents round the
eye, induced by eye movements
electrooculography
/lektrəυɒkjυ lɒ
&rəfi/ noun recording the electric currents
round the eye, induced by eye movements, especially for use in remote control
electrophoresis /lektrəυfə ri ss/ noun
the analysis of a substance by the movement of
charged particles towards an electrode in a solution
electroplexy / lektrəpleksi/ noun same as
electrolysis



electrolyte



electrolyte mixture



electrolytic





electromyogram





electromyography





electronic stethoscope



electronystagmography



electrooculogram





electrooculography





electrodesiccation







electroencephalogram





EEG

electroencephalograph /lektrəυn sefələ
&rɑ f/ noun an apparatus which records the
electrical impulses in the brain
electroencephalography /lektrəυnsefə
lɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of recording the
electrical impulses in the brain
electroencephalograph





electroencephalography









electrophoresis





electroplexy



electroconvulsive therapy
electroretinogram /kektrəυ retnə&rm/
noun the printed result of electroretinography.
Abbr ERG
electroretinography
/lektrəυret nɒ
&rəfi/ noun the process of recording electrical
electroretinogram





electroretinography





changes in the retina when stimulated by light
electrosurgery /lektrəυ s! dəri/ noun an
operation in which the surgeon uses an electrical current to cut or cauterise tissue
electrotherapy /lektrəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of a disorder such as some forms of
paralysis by using low-frequency electric current to try to revive the muscles
element / elmənt/ noun a basic simple
chemical substance which cannot be broken
down into simpler substances. 쒁 trace element
elephantiasis /elfən taəss/ noun a condition in which parts of the body swell and the
skin becomes hardened, frequently caused by
infestation with various species of the parasitic
worm Filaria
elevate / elvet/ verb to raise something or
to lift something up 쑗 To control bleeding, apply pressure and elevate the part.
elevation /elə veʃ(ə)n/ noun a raised part
electrosurgery





electrotherapy

electrode / lektrəυd/ noun the conductor of
an electrical apparatus which touches the body
and carries an electric shock
electrodesiccation
/lektrəυdes
keʃ(ə)n/ noun same as fulguration
electroencephalogram
/lektrəυn
sefələ&rm/ noun a chart on which the electrical impulses in the brain are recorded. Abbr
electrode









element



elephantiasis



elevate



elevation
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elevation sling /el veʃ(ə)n slŋ/ noun a
sling tied round the neck, used to hold an injured hand or arm in a high position to control
bleeding
elevator / elvetə/ noun 1. a muscle which
raises part of the body 2. a surgical instrument
used to lift part of a broken bone
eliminate / lmnet/ verb to remove waste
matter from the body 쑗 The excess salts are
eliminated through the kidneys.
elimination /lm neʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of waste matter from the body
elimination diet /lm neʃ(ə)n daət/
noun a structured diet where different foods
are eliminated one at a time in order to see the
effect on symptoms, used in conditions such as
allergies and attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder
ELISA / lazə/ noun a process in which an
enzyme binds to an antibody or antigen and
causes a colour change that shows the presence or amount of protein in a sample of biological material. Full form enzyme-linked imelevation sling





elevator



eliminate



elimination





elimination diet





ELISA



munosorbent assay
elixir / lksə/ noun a sweet liquid which hides
elixir



the unpleasant taste of a drug
elliptocytosis /lptəυsa təυss/ noun a
condition in which unusual oval-shaped red
cells appear in the blood
emaciated / meʃietd/ adjective very thin
and extremely underweight
emaciation /mesi eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the fact
of being extremely thin and underweight 2. the
loss of body tissue
emaculation /mkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
removal of spots from the skin
emasculation /mskjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the removal of the penis 2. the loss of male
characteristics
embalm /m bɑ m/ verb to preserve a dead
body by using special antiseptic chemicals to
prevent decay
embolectomy /embə lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a blood clot
emboli / embəli/ plural of embolus
embolisation /embəla zeʃ(ə)n/, embolization noun the use of emboli inserted down a
catheter into a blood vessel to treat internal
bleeding
elliptocytosis





emaciated



emaciation





emaculation





emasculation





embalm



embolectomy





emboli



embolisation





‘…once a bleeding site has been located, a catheter
is manipulated as near as possible to it, so that embolization can be carried out. Many different materials are used as the embolus.’ [British Medical
Journal]
embolism / embəlz(ə)m/ noun the blocking
embolism



of an artery by a mass of material, usually a
blood clot, preventing the flow of blood
embolus / embələs/ noun 1. a mass of material which blocks a blood vessel, e.g. a blood
clot, air bubble or fat globule 2. material inserted into a blood vessel down a catheter to treat
internal bleeding (NOTE: The plural is emboli.)
embolus



embrocation /embrə keʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as liniment
embryo / embriəυ/ noun an unborn baby during the first eight weeks after conception
embrocation





embryo



(NOTE: After eight weeks, the unborn baby is
called a fetus.)
embryological /embriə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to embryology
embryology /embri ɒlədi/ noun the study
embryological





embryology





of the early stages of the development of an
embryo
embryonic /embri ɒnk/ adjective 1. referring to an embryo 2. in an early stage of development
embryonic ectoderm /embriɒnk ektəυ
d! m/ noun 쏡 ectoderm
embryonic
membrane
/embriɒnk
membren/ noun one of the two layers around
an embryo providing protection and food supply, i.e. the amnion and the chorion
embryonic
mesoderm
/embriɒnk
mesəυd! m/ noun 쏡 mesoderm
emergency / m! dənsi/ noun a situation
where urgent immediate action has to be taken
emergency medical technician /
m! dənsi medk(ə)l tek nʃ(ə)n/ noun US
a trained paramedic who gives care to victims
at the scene of an accident or in an ambulance.
Abbr EMT
emergency
medicine
/m! dənsi
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the treatment of patients
whose condition is serious and requires urgent
immediate action
emergency room / m! dənsi ru m/ noun
US the part of a hospital where people who
need urgent immediate treatment are dealt
with
emergency ward / m! dənsi wɔ d/ noun
the part of a hospital where people who need
urgent immediate treatment are dealt with
emesis / eməss/ noun same as vomiting
emetic / metk/ noun a substance which
causes vomiting 쐽 adjective causing vomiting
EMG abbr electromyogram
eminence / emnəns/ noun something which
protrudes from a surface, e.g. a lump on a bone
or swelling on the skin
emissary vein / emsəri ven/ noun a vein
through the skull which connects the venous
sinuses with the scalp veins
emission / mʃ(ə)n/ noun a discharge or release of fluid
emmenagogue / menə&ɒ&/ noun a drug
which will help increase menstrual flow
emmetropia /em trəυpiə/ noun the correct
focusing of light rays by the eye onto the retina
giving normal vision. Compare ametropia
emollient / mɒliənt/ noun a substance
which soothes or smooths the skin, e.g. to prevent the development of eczema 쐽 adjective
smoothening
embryonic





embryonic ectoderm



embryonic membrane



embryonic mesoderm



emergency



emergency medical technician





emergency medicine



emergency room



emergency ward



emesis



emetic



EMG

eminence



emissary vein



emission



emmenagogue



emmetropia



emollient
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emotion / məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a strong feeling
emotional disorder /məυʃ(ə)nəl ds
ɔ də/ noun a disorder due to worry, stress,
grief or other strong emotion
emotional immaturity /məυʃ(ə)nəl mə
tʃυtəti/ noun lacking in emotional development
empathy / empəθi/ noun the ability to understand the problems and feelings of another person
emphysema /emf si mə/ noun a condition
in which the walls of the alveoli of the lungs
break down, reducing the surface available for
gas exchange and resulting in a lower oxygen
level in the blood and shortness of breath. It
can be caused by smoking, living in a polluted
environment, old age, asthma or whooping
cough. 쒁 surgical emphysema
empirical
treatment
/mprk(ə)l
tri tmənt/ noun treatment which is based on
symptoms and clinical experience rather than
on a thorough knowledge of the cause of the
disorder
empowerment /m paυəmənt/ noun the act
of giving someone authority and power to
make decisions that will affect them
empyema /empa i mə/ noun the collection
of pus in a cavity, especially in the pleural cavity. Also called pyothorax
EMS abbr Emergency Medical Services
EMT abbr US emergency medical technician
emulsion / m"lʃən/ noun a combination of
liquids such as oil and water which do not usually mix
EN abbr enrolled nurse
EN(G) abbr enrolled nurse (general)
EN(M) abbr enrolled nurse (mental)
EN(MH) abbr enrolled nurse (mental handicap)
en- /en, n/ prefix 1. in, into 2. to provide with
3. to cause to be 4. to put into or cover with 5.
to go into
enalapril /e nləprl/ noun a drug used for
the short-term management of high blood
pressure
enamel / nm(ə)l/ noun the hard white
shiny outer covering of the crown of a tooth
enanthema /enən θi mə/ noun a rash on a
mucous membrane, such as that of the mouth
or vagina, produced by the action of toxic substances on small blood vessels
enarthrosis /enɑ θrəυss/ noun a ball and
socket joint, e.g. the hip joint
encapsulated /n kpsjυletd/ adjective
enclosed in a capsule or in a sheath of tissue
encefalin /en kefəln/ noun another spelling
of encephalin
encephal- /enkefəl/ prefix same as encephaemotion



emotional disorder





emotional immaturity





empathy



emphysema





empirical treatment



empowerment



empyema





EMS

EMT

emulsion



EN

EN

EN

EN

en-

enalapril



enamel



enanthema





enarthrosis





encapsulated



encefalin



encephal-

lo- (used before vowels)
encephalin /en kefəln/ noun a peptide proencephalin



duced in the brain which acts as a natural pain-

encounter group

killer. 쒁 endorphin (NOTE: The US spelling is
enkephalin.)

encephalitis
/enkefə lats,
ensefə
lats/ noun inflammation of the brain
encephalitis









COMMENT: Encephalitis is caused by any of
several viruses (viral encephalitis) and is
also associated with infectious viral diseases
such as measles or mumps. The variant St
Louis encephalitis is transmitted by mosquitoes.
encephalitis lethargica /enkefəlats l
θɑ dkə/ noun same as lethargic encephalitis
encephalo- /enkefələ/ prefix referring to the
encephalitis lethargica





encephalo-

brain
encephalocele /en kefələυsi l/ noun a condition in which the brain protrudes through a
congenital or traumatic gap in the skull bones
encephalogram /en kefələ&rm/, encephalograph /en kefələ&rɑ f/ noun an X-ray
photograph of the ventricles and spaces of the
brain taken after air has been injected into the
cerebrospinal fluid by lumbar puncture
encephalography /enkefə lɒ&rəfi/ noun
an X-ray examination of the ventricles and
spaces of the brain taken after air has been injected into the cerebrospinal fluid by lumbar
puncture
encephalocele



encephalogram





encephalography





COMMENT: The air takes the place of the cerebrospinal fluid and makes it easier to photograph the ventricles clearly. This technique
has been superseded by CT and MRI.
encephaloid /en kefəlɔd/ adjective like
encephaloid



brain tissue
encephaloma /enkefə ləυmə/ noun a tumour of the brain
encephalomalacia /enkefələυmə leʃiə/
noun softening of the brain
encephalomyelitis /enkefələυmaə lats/
noun a group of diseases which cause inflammation of the brain and the spinal cord
encephalomyelopathy /enkefələυmaə
lɒpəθi/ noun any condition where the brain
and spinal cord are diseased
encephalon /en kefəlɒn/ noun same as
encephaloma





encephalomalacia





encephalomyelitis





encephalomyelopathy





encephalon



brain (NOTE: The plural is encephala.)
encephalopathy /enkefə lɒpəθi/ noun any
encephalopathy





disease of the brain
enchondroma /enkən drəυmə/ noun a tumour formed of cartilage growing inside a
bone
enchondromatosis /enkəndrɒmə təυss/
noun a condition in which a tumour formed of
cartilage grows inside a bone
encopresis /enkəυ pri ss/ noun faecal incontinence not associated with a physical condition or disease
encounter group /n kaυntə &ru p/ noun a
form of treatment of psychological disorders,
where people meet and talk about their problems in a group
enchondroma





enchondromatosis



encopresis





encounter group
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encysted /en sstd/ adjective enclosed in a
capsule like a cyst
end- /end/ prefix same as endo- (used before
encysted



end-

vowels)

endanger /n dendə/ verb to put someone
or something at risk 쑗 The operation may endanger the life of the patient.
endarterectomy /endɑ tə rektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of the lining of a blocked
artery. Also called rebore
endarteritis /endɑ tə rats/ noun inflammation of the inner lining of an artery
endarteritis obliterans /endɑ trats ə
bltərənz/ noun a condition where inflammation in an artery is so severe that it blocks the
artery
end artery / end ɑ təri/ noun the last section
of an artery which does not divide into smaller
arteries and does not join to other arteries
endaural /end ɔ rəl/ adjective inside the ear
endemic /en demk/ adjective referring to
any disease which is very common in specific
places 쑗 This disease is endemic to Mediterranean countries.
endemic haemoptysis /endemk hi
mɒptəss/ noun same as paragonimiasis
endemic syphilis /endemk sfəls/ adjective same as bejel
endemic typhus /endemk tafəs/ noun
fever transmitted by fleas from rats
endemiology /endi mi ɒlədi/ noun the
study of endemic diseases
end-expiratory /end k sparətri/ noun 쏡
endanger



endarterectomy





endarteritis





endarteritis obliterans







end artery



endaural



endemic



endemic haemoptysis





endemic syphilis



endemic typhus



endemiology





end-expiratory





positive end-expiratory pressure
endo- /endəυ/ prefix inside
endobronchial /endəυ brɒŋkiəl/ adjective
endo-

endobronchial



inside the bronchi
endocardial /endəυ kɑ diəl/ adjective referring to the endocardium
endocardial pacemaker /endəυkɑ diəl
pesmekə/ noun a pacemaker attached to the
lining of the heart
endocarditis /endəυkɑ dats/ noun inflammation of the membrane lining of the
heart
endocardium /endəυ kɑ diəm / noun a
membrane which lines the heart. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
endocervicitis /endəυs! v sats/ noun
inflammation of the membrane in the neck of
the uterus
endocervix /endəυ s! vks/ noun a membrane which lines the neck of the uterus
endochondral /endəυ kɒndrəl/ adjective
inside a cartilage
endocrine / endəυkran/ adjective relating
to the endocrine glands or the hormones they
secrete
endocrine gland / endəυkran &lnd/
noun a gland without a duct which produces
endocardial





endocardial pacemaker



endocarditis





endocardium





endocervicitis





endocervix





endochondral





endocrine



endocrine gland



hormones which are introduced directly into
the bloodstream, e.g. the pituitary gland, thyroid gland, the adrenal gland and the gonads.
Also called ductless gland. Compare exocrine gland

endocrine system / endəυkran sstəm/
noun a system of related ductless glands
endocrinologist
/endəυkr nɒlədst/
noun a doctor who specialises in the study of
endocrinology
endocrinology /endəυkr nɒlədi/ noun
the study of the endocrine system, its function
and effects
endoderm / endəυd! m/ noun the inner of
three layers surrounding an embryo. Also
called entoderm
endocrine system



endocrinologist





endocrinology





endoderm



COMMENT: The endoderm gives rise to most of
the epithelium of the respiratory system, the
alimentary canal, some of the ductless glands
the bladder and part of the urethra.
endodermal /endəυ d! m(ə)l/ adjective referring to the endoderm. Also called entodermal
endodontia /endəυ dɒnʃiə/ noun treatment
endodermal





endodontia





of chronic toothache by removing the roots of
a tooth
endogenous /en dɒdənəs/ adjective developing or being caused by something inside an
organism. Compare exogenous
endogenous depression /endɒdənəs
d preʃ(ə)n/ noun depression caused by no obvious external factor
endogenous eczema /endɒdənəs ek
smə/ noun eczema which is caused by no obvious external factor
endolymph / endəυlmf/ noun a fluid inside
the membranous labyrinth in the inner ear
endolymphatic duct /endəυlmftk
d"kt/ noun a duct which carries the endolymph inside the membranous labyrinth
endolysin /en dɒlsn/ noun a substance
present in cells, which kills bacteria
endometria /endəυ mi triə/ plural of enendogenous



endogenous depression





endogenous eczema



endolymph



endolymphatic duct



endolysin



endometria





dometrium

endometrial /endəυ mi triəl/ adjective referring to the endometrium
endometrial
laser
ablation
/
endəυmi triəl lezə əb leʃ(ə)n/ noun a gynaecological surgical procedure using a laser
to treat fibroids or other causes of thickening
of the lining of the uterus
endometriosis /endəυmi tri əυss/ noun a
condition affecting women, in which tissue
similar to the tissue of the uterus is found in
other parts of the body
endometritis /endəυm trats/ noun inflammation of the lining of the uterus
endometrium /endəυ mi triəm/ noun the
mucous membrane lining the uterus, part of
which is shed at each menstruation (NOTE: The
endometrial





endometrial laser ablation





endometriosis





endometritis





endometrium



plural is endometria.)
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endomyocarditis /endəυmaəυkɑ dats/
noun inflammation of the muscle and inner
membrane of the heart
endomysium /endəυ msiəm/ noun connective tissue around and between muscle fibres
endoneurium /endəυ njυəriəm/ noun fibrous tissue between the individual fibres in a
nerve
endoparasite /endəυ prəsat/ noun a
parasite which lives inside its host, e.g. in the
intestines. Compare ectoparasite
endophthalmitis /endɒfθl mats/ noun
inflammation of the interior of the eyeball
end organ / end ɔ &ən/ noun a nerve ending
with encapsulated nerve filaments
endorphin /en dɔ fn/ noun a peptide produced by the brain which acts as a natural
painkiller. 쒁 encephalin
endoscope / endəskəυp/ noun an instrument used to examine the inside of the body,
made of a thin tube which is passed into the
body down a passage. The tube has a fibre optic light, and may have small surgical instruments attached.
endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography /endəυskɒpk retrə&red
kə lndiəυpŋkriə tɒ&rəfi/ noun a method
used to examine the pancreatic duct and bile
duct for possible obstructions. Abbr ERCP
endoscopy /en dɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of the body using an endoscope
endoskeleton / endəυskelt(ə)n/ noun the
inner structure of bones and cartilage in an animal
endosteum /en dɒstiəm/ noun a membrane
lining the bone marrow cavity inside a long
bone
endothelial /endəυ θi liəl/ adjective referring to the endothelium
endothelioma /endəυθi li əυmə/ noun a
malignant tumour originating inside the endothelium
endothelium /endəυ θi liəm/ noun a membrane of special cells which lines the heart, the
lymph vessels, the blood vessels and various
body cavities. Compare epithelium, mesotheendomyocarditis





endomysium





endoneurium





endoparasite





endophthalmitis





end organ



endorphin



endoscope



endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography







endoscopy



endoskeleton





endosteum



endothelial





endothelioma





endothelium





lium

endotoxin /endəυ tɒksn/ noun a toxic substance released after the death of some bacterial cells
endotracheal /endəυ trekiəl/ adjective
same as intratracheal
endotracheal tube /endəυ trekiəl tju b/
noun a tube passed down the trachea, through
either the nose or mouth, in anaesthesia or to
help a person breathe
end plate / end plet/ noun the end of a motor nerve, where it joins muscle fibre
endotoxin





endotracheal





endotracheal tube



end plate



enteral

end stage renal disease /end sted
ri n(ə)l dzi z/ noun the stage of kidney disease at which uraemia occurs and dialysis
needs to start. Abbr ESRD
enema / enmə/ noun a liquid substance put
into the rectum to introduce a drug into the
body, to wash out the colon before an operation or for diagnosis
enema bag / enəmə b&/ noun a bag containing the liquid for an enema, attached to a
tube into the rectum
energy / enədi/ noun the force or strength to
carry out activities 쑗 You need to eat certain
types of food to give you energy.
enervation /enə veʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. general
nervous weakness 2. a surgical operation to remove a nerve
engagement /n &edmənt/ noun (in obstetrics) the moment where part of the fetus,
usually the head, enters the pelvis at the beginning of labour
engorged /n &ɔ dd/ adjective excessively
filled with liquid, usually blood
engorgement /n &ɔ dmənt/ noun the excessive filling of a vessel, usually with blood
enkephalin /en kefəln/ noun US same as
end stage renal disease





enema



enema bag



energy



enervation





engagement



engorged



engorgement



enkephalin



encephalin

enophthalmos /enɒf θlməs/ noun a condition in which the eyes are very deep in their
sockets
enostosis /enə stəυss/ noun a harmless
growth inside a bone, usually in the skull or in
a long bone
enrolled /n rəυld/ adjective registered on an
official list
Enrolled Nurse /nrəυld n! s/ noun 쏡 secenophthalmos





enostosis





enrolled



Enrolled Nurse



ond-level nurse
ensiform / ensifɔ m/ adjective shaped like a
ensiform



sword
ensiform cartilage /ensfɔ m kɑ təld/
noun same as xiphoid process
ENT abbr Ear, Nose & Throat
Entamoeba coli /entəmi bə kəυla/ noun
a harmless intestinal parasite
Entamoeba
gingivalis
/entəmi bə
dnd vls/ noun an amoeba that lives in
the gums and tonsils, and causes gingivitis
Entamoeba histolytica /entəmi bə hstə
ltkə/ noun an intestinal amoeba which causes amoebic dysentery
ENT department /i en ti dpɑ tmənt/
noun a department of otorhinolaryngology
ENT doctor /i en ti dɒktə/ noun same as
ensiform cartilage



ENT

Entamoeba coli



Entamoeba gingivalis





Entamoeba histolytica





ENT department





ENT doctor



otorhinolaryngologist
enter- /entə/ prefix same as entero- (used before vowels)
enteral / entərəl/ adjective 1. referring to the
intestine. Compare parenteral 2. referring to
enter-

enteral



medication or food which is taken by mouth or
through a nasogastric tube
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enteral feeding /entərəl fi dŋ/ noun the
feeding of a person by a nasogastric tube or by
the infusion of liquid food directly into the intestine. Also called enteral nutrition
enteral feeding



‘Standard nasogastric tubes are usually sufficient for
enteral feeding in critically ill patients’ [British
Journal of Nursing]
enteralgia /entər ldə/ noun same as colic
enterally / entərəli/ adverb referring to a
enteralgia





enterally



method of feeding a person by nasogastric
tube or directly into the intestine

‘All patients requiring nutrition are fed enterally,
whether nasogastrically or directly into the small intestine’ [British Journal of Nursing]
enteral nutrition /entərəl nju trʃ(ə)n/
noun same as enteral feeding
enterectomy /entər ektəmi/ noun the surenteral nutrition





enterectomy





gical removal of part of the intestine
enteric /en terk/ adjective referring to the intestine
enteric-coated /enterk kəυtd/ adjective
referring to a capsule with a coating which
prevents it from being digested and releasing
the drug until it reaches the intestine
enteric fever /enterk fi və/ noun US 1.
any one of three fevers (typhoid, paratyphoid
A and paratyphoid B) 2. any febrile disease of
the intestines
enteritis /entə rats/ noun inflammation of
the mucous membrane of the intestine
entero- /entərəυ/ prefix referring to the intestine
Enterobacteria /entərəυbk təriə/ noun
a family of Gram-negative bacteria, including
Salmonella, Shigella, Escherichia and Klebsiella
enterobiasis /entərəυ baəss/ noun a
common children’s disease, caused by threadworms in the large intestine which cause itching round the anus. Also called oxyuriasis
Enterobius /entə rəυbiəs/ noun a small
thin nematode worm, one species of which,
Enterobius vermicularis, infests the large intestine and causes itching round the anus. Also
called threadworm, pinworm
enterocele / entərəυsi l/, enterocoele / en
terəυsi l/ noun a hernia of the intestine
enterocentesis /entərəυsen ti ss/ noun
surgical puncturing of the intestines where a
hollow needle is pushed through the abdominal wall into the intestine to remove gas or fluid
enterococcus /entərəυ kɒkəs/ noun a
streptococcal bacterium that lives in the intestine (NOTE: The plural is enterococci.)
enterocoele / enterəυsi l/ noun another
spelling of enterocele
enterocolitis /entərəυkə lats/ noun inflammation of the colon and small intestine
enterogastrone /entərəυ &strəυn/ noun
a hormone released in the duodenum, which
controls secretions of the stomach
enteric



enteric-coated



enteric fever



enteritis





entero-

Enterobacteria





enterobiasis





Enterobius





enterocele





enterocentesis





enterococcus





enterocoele



enterocolitis





enterogastrone





enterogenous /entərəυ di nəs/ adjective
originating in the intestine
enterolith / entərəυlθ/ noun a stone in the
intestine
enteron / entərɒn/ noun the whole intestinal
tract
enteropathy /entə rɒpəθi/ noun any disorder of the intestine. 쒁 gluten-induced enteropenterogenous





enterolith



enteron



enteropathy





athy

enteropeptidase /entərəυ peptdez/ noun
an enzyme produced by glands in the small intestine
enteroptosis /entərɒp təυss/ noun a condition in which the intestine is lower than usual
in the abdominal cavity
enterorrhaphy /entər ɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to stitch up a perforated intestine
enteroscope / entərəskəυp/ noun an instrument for inspecting the inside of the intestine
enterospasm / entərəυspz(ə)m/ noun an
irregular painful contraction of the intestine
enterostomy /entə rɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening between the
small intestine and the abdominal wall
enterotomy /entə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
incision in the intestine
enterotoxin /entərəυ tɒksn/ noun a bacterial exotoxin which particularly affects the intestine
enterovirus /entərəυ varəs/ noun a virus
which prefers to live in the intestine. Enteroviruses include poliomyelitis virus, Coxsackie
viruses and the echoviruses.
enterozoon /enterəυ zəυɒn/ noun a parasite which infests the intestine (NOTE: The pluenteropeptidase





enteroptosis





enterorrhaphy





enteroscope



enterospasm





enterostomy





enterotomy





enterotoxin





enterovirus





enterozoon





ral is enterozoa.)

entoderm / entəυd! m/ noun same as endoentoderm



derm

entodermal /entəυ d! m(ə)l/ adjective
same as endodermal
Entonox / entənɒks/ noun a gas consisting
of 50% oxygen and 50% nitrous oxide that is
used as a painkiller during childbirth
entopic /n tɒpk/ adjective located or taking
place in the usual position. Opposite ectopic
entropion /n trəυpiən/ noun a turning of the
edge of the eyelid towards the inside
enucleate / nju kliet/ verb to remove
something completely
enucleation /nju kli eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
surgical removal of all of a tumour 2. the surgical removal of the whole eyeball
enuresis /enjυ ri ss/ noun the involuntary
passing of urine
enuretic /enjυ retk/ adjective referring to
enuresis, or causing enuresis
envenomation /nvenə meʃ(ə)n/ noun the
use of snake venom as part of a therapeutic
treatment
entodermal





Entonox



entopic



entropion



enucleate



enucleation





enuresis





enuretic





envenomation
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environment /n varənmənt/ noun the conditions and influences under which an organism lives
environmental /nvarən ment(ə)l/ adjective referring to the environment
Environmental Health Officer /n
varənment(ə)l helθ ɒfsə/ noun an official
of a local authority who examines the environment and tests for air pollution, bad sanitation,
noise pollution and similar threats to public
health. Abbr EHO
environmental temperature /nvarən
ment(ə)l temprtʃə/ noun the temperature of
the air outside the body
enzymatic /enza mtk/ adjective referring to enzymes
enzyme / enzam/ noun a protein substance
produced by living cells which aids a biochemical reaction in the body (NOTE: The
environment



environmental





Environmental Health Officer



environmental temperature





enzymatic





enzyme



names of enzymes mostly end with the suffix ase.)
COMMENT: Many different enzymes exist in the
body, working in the digestive system, in the
metabolic processes and helping the synthesis of certain compounds.
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay /
enzam lŋkt mjυnəυsɔ bənt se/ noun
full form of ELISA
eonism /  ənz(ə)m/ noun cross-dressing,
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay





eonism



when a male wears female dress
eosin / i əυsn/ noun a red crystalline solid
used as a biological staining dye
eosinopenia /i əυsnə pi niə/ noun a reduction in the number of eosinophils in the
blood
eosinophil /i əυ snəfl/ noun a type of cell
that can be stained with eosin
eosinophilia /i əυsnə fliə/ noun an excess
of eosinophils in the blood
eparterial /epɑ təriəl/ adjective situated
over or on an artery
ependyma / pendmə/ noun a thin membrane which lines the ventricles of the brain
and the central canal of the spinal cord
ependymal / pendm(ə)l/ adjective referring to the ependyma
ependymal cell / pendm(ə)l sel/ noun one
of the cells which form the ependyma
ependymoma /pend məυmə/ noun a tumour in the brain originating in the ependyma
ephedrine / efdri n/ noun a drug that relieves asthma and blocked noses by causing
the air passages to widen
ephidrosis /ef drəυss/ noun an unusual
amount of sweat
epi- /ep/ prefix on or over
epiblepharon /ep blefərɒn/ noun an unusual fold of skin over the eyelid, which may
press the eyelashes against the eyeball
epicanthus /ep knθəs/, epicanthic fold /
epknθk fəυld/ noun a large fold of skin
eosin



eosinopenia





eosinophil





eosinophilia





eparterial





ependyma



ependymal



ependymal cell



ependymoma





ephedrine



ephidrosis





epi-

epiblepharon





epicanthus







epidermolysis

in the inner corner of the eye, common in babies and also found in adults of some groups
such as the Chinese
epicardial /ep kɑ diəl/ adjective referring
to the epicardium
epicardial pacemaker /epkɑ diəl pes
mekə/ noun a pacemaker attached to the surface of the ventricle
epicardium /ep kɑ diəm/ noun the inner
layer of the pericardium which lines the walls
of the heart, outside the myocardium. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
epicondyle /ep kɒndal/ noun a projecting
part of the round end of a bone above the condyle
epicondylitis /epkɒnd lats/ noun same
as tennis elbow
epicranium /ep kreniəm/ noun the five
layers of the scalp, the skin and hair on the
head covering the skull
epicranius /ep kreniəs/ noun a scalp muscle
epicritic /ep krtk/ adjective referring to
the nerves which govern the fine senses of
touch and temperature
epidemic /ep demk/ adjective spreading
quickly through a large part of the population
쑗 The disease rapidly reached epidemic proportions. 쐽 noun an outbreak of an infectious
disease which spreads very quickly and affects
a large number of people
epidemic pleurodynia /epdemk plυərə
dniə/ noun a viral disease affecting the intestinal muscles, with symptoms like influenza,
such as fever, headaches and pains in the chest.
Also called Bornholm disease
epidemic typhus /epdemk tafəs/ noun
fever with headaches, mental disorder and a
rash, caused by lice which come from other
humans
epidemiological /epdi mə lɒdk(ə)l/
adjective concerning epidemiology
epidemiologist /epdi m ɒlədst/ noun
a person who specialises in the study of diseases in groups of people
epidemiology /epdi mi ɒlədi/ noun the
study of diseases in the community, in particular how they spread and how they can be controlled
epidermal /ep d! m(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the epidermis
epidermis /ep d! ms/ noun the outer layer
of the skin, including the dead skin on the surface. Also called cuticle
epidermoid cyst /epd! mɔd sst/ noun
same as sebaceous cyst
epidermolysis /epd! mɒləss/ noun separation of the epidermis from the tissue underneath, usually forming a blister
epicardial





epicardial pacemaker



epicardium





epicondyle





epicondylitis





epicranium





epicranius





epicritic





epidemic





epidemic pleurodynia





epidemic typhus



epidemiological







epidemiologist







epidemiology







epidermal





epidermis





epidermoid cyst



epidermolysis
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epidermolysis bullosa /epd! mɒləss
bυ ləυsə/ noun a group of disorders where
blisters form on the skin
Epidermophyton /epd! mɒftən/ noun a
fungus which grows on the skin and causes
athlete’s foot, among other disorders
epidermophytosis
/epd! məυfa
təυss/ noun a fungus infection of the skin,
e.g. athlete’s foot
epididymal /ep ddm(ə)l/ adjective referring to the epididymis
epididymectomy /epdd mektəmi/ noun
the removal of the epididymis
epididymis /ep ddms/ noun a long twisting thin tube at the back of the testis, which
forms part of the efferent duct of the testis, and
in which spermatozoa are stored before ejaculation. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(MALE) in Supplement
epididymitis /epdd mats/ noun inflammation of the epididymis
epididymo-orchitis /epddməυ ɔ ka*
ts/ noun inflammation of the epididymis and
the testes
epidural /ep djυərəl/ adjective on the outside of the dura mater. Also called extradural
쐽 noun same as epidural anaesthesia
epidural anaesthesia /epdjυərəl nəs
θi ziə/ noun a local anaesthesia in which anaesthetic is injected into the space between the
vertebral canal and the dura mater
epidural block /epdjυərəl blɒk/ noun analgesia produced by injecting an analgesic solution into the space between the vertebral canal and the dura mater
epidural space /epdjυərəl spes/ noun a
space in the spinal cord between the vertebral
canal and the dura mater
epigastric /ep &strk/ adjective referring
to the upper abdomen 쑗 The patient complained of pains in the epigastric area.
epigastrium /ep &striəm/ noun the part
of the upper abdomen between the ribcage and
the navel. Also called the pit of the stomach
epigastrocele /ep &strəυsi l/ noun a
hernia in the upper abdomen
epiglottis /ep &lɒts/ noun a flap of cartilage at the root of the tongue which moves to
block the windpipe when food is swallowed,
so that the food does not go down the trachea
epiglottitis /ep&lɒ tats/ noun inflammation and swelling of the epiglottis
epilation /ep leʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of
removing hair by destroying the hair follicles
epilepsy / eplepsi/ noun a disorder of the
nervous system in which there are convulsions
and loss of consciousness due to a disordered
discharge of cerebral neurones
epidermolysis bullosa







Epidermophyton





epidermophytosis









epididymal





epididymectomy





epididymis





epididymitis





epididymo-orchitis





epidural





epidural anaesthesia



epidural block



epidural space



epigastric





epigastrium





epigastrocele





epiglottis





epiglottitis





epilation





epilepsy



COMMENT: The commonest form of epilepsy is
major epilepsy or ‘grand mal’, where a person
loses consciousness and falls to the ground
with convulsions. A less severe form is minor



epilepsy or ‘petit mal’, where attacks last only
a few seconds, and the person appears simply to be hesitating or thinking deeply.
epileptic /ep leptk/ adjective having epilepsy, or relating to epilepsy 쐽 noun a person
with epilepsy (NOTE: The word ‘epileptic’ to describe a person is now avoided.)
epileptic fit /epleptk ft/ noun an attack
epileptic





epileptic fit



of convulsions, and sometimes unconsciousness, due to epilepsy
epileptiform /ep leptfɔ m/ adjective being similar to epilepsy
epileptogenic /epleptəυ denk/ adjective causing epilepsy
epiloia /ep lɔə/ noun a hereditary disease
of the brain associated with learning disabilities, epilepsy and tumours on the kidney and
heart. Also called tuberose sclerosis
epimenorrhagia /epmenə redə/ noun
very heavy bleeding during menstruation occurring at very short intervals
epimenorrhoea /epmenə ri ə/ noun menstruation at shorter intervals than twenty-eight
days
epimysium /ep masiəm/ noun a connective tissue binding striated muscle fibres
epinephrine /ep nefrn/ noun US same as
epileptiform





epileptogenic







epiloia





epimenorrhagia





epimenorrhoea





epimysium





epinephrine





adrenaline

epineurium /ep njυəriəm/ noun a sheath
of connective tissue round a nerve
epiphenomenon /epfə nɒmnən/ noun an
unusual symptom which may not be caused by
a disease
epiphora /e pfərə/ noun a condition in
which the eye fills with tears either because the
lacrimal duct is blocked or because excessive
tears are being secreted
epiphyseal /ep fziəl/ adjective referring to
an epiphysis
epiphyseal cartilage /epfziəl kɑ təld/
noun a type of cartilage in the bones of children and adolescents which expands and hardens as the bones grow to full size
epiphyseal line /ep fziəl lan/ noun a
plate of epiphyseal cartilage separating the epiphysis and the diaphysis of a long bone
epiphysis /e pfəss/ noun the area of
growth in a bone which is separated from the
main part of the bone by cartilage until bone
growth stops. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement. Compare diaphysis, metepineurium





epiphenomenon





epiphora



epiphyseal





epiphyseal cartilage



epiphyseal line



epiphysis



aphysis

epiphysis cerebri /epfəss sə ri bri/ noun
the pineal gland. See illustration at BONE
STRUCTURE in Supplement
epiphysitis /epf sats/ noun inflammation of an epiphysis
epiplo- /eppləυ/ prefix referring to the omentum
epiplocele /e ppləυsi l/ noun a hernia containing part of the omentum
epiphysis cerebri



epiphysitis



epiplo-

epiplocele
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epiploic /ep pləυik/ adjective referring to
the omentum
epiploon /e ppləυɒn/ noun same as omenepiploic





epiploon



tum

episclera / epsklərə/ noun the outer surface of the sclera of the eyeball
episcleritis /epsklə rats/ noun inflammation of the outer surface of the sclera in the
eyeball
episi- /əpziəυ/, episio- /əpzi/ prefix referring to the vulva
episiorrhaphy /əpzi ɔ rəfi/ noun a procedure for stitching torn labia majora
episiotomy /əpzi ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
cut of the perineum near the vagina to prevent
tearing during childbirth
episode / epsəυd/ noun a separate occurrence of an illness
episodic /ep sɒdk/ adjective happening in
separate but related incidents, e.g. asthma
which occurs in separate attacks
epispadias /ep spediəs/ noun a congenital condition where the urethra opens on the
top of the penis and not at the end. Compare
episclera



episcleritis





episi-

episiorrhaphy





episiotomy





episode



episodic





epispadias





hypospadias

epituberculosis







noun swelling of the lymph node in the thorax,

due to tuberculosis
eponym / epənm/ noun a procedure, disease
or part of the body which is named after a person
eponym



COMMENT: An eponym can refer to a disease
or condition such as Dupuytren’s contracture,
or Guillain–Barré syndrome, a part of the body
such as circle of Willis, an organism such as
Leishmania, a surgical procedure such as
Trendelenburg’s operation or an appliance
such as Kirschner wire.
Epsom salts /epsəm sɔ lts/ noun same as
magnesium sulphate
Epstein–Barr virus /epstan bɑ varəs/
Epsom salts



Epstein–Barr virus



noun a virus which probably causes glandular
fever. Also called EB virus [Isolated and described 1964. After Michael Anthony Epstein (b.
1921), Bristol pathologist; Murray Llewellyn Barr
(1908–95), Canadian anatomist and cytologist,
head of the Department of Anatomy at the University of Western Ontario, Canada.]
epulis / pju ls/ noun a small fibrous swellepulis

epispastic /ep spstk/ noun same as
epispastic





vesicant



ing on a gum
equi- / kw, ekw/ prefix equal
equilibrium /i kw lbriəm/ noun a state of
balance
equinovarus /kwanəυ veərəs/ 쏡 talipes
equipment / kwpmənt/ noun apparatus or
tools which are required to do something 쑗
The centre urgently needs surgical equipment.
쑗 The surgeons complained about the out-ofdate equipment in the hospital. (NOTE: No pluequi-

epistaxis /ep stkss/ noun same as noseepistaxis





bleed

epithalamus /ep θləməs/ noun the part
of the forebrain containing the pineal body
epithelial /ep θi liəl/ adjective referring to
the epithelium
epithelialisation /ep θi liəla zeʃ(ə)n/,
epithelialization noun the growth of skin over
a wound
epithelial layer /epθi liəl leə/ noun the
epithelium
epithelial tissue /epθi liəl tʃu / noun epithelial cells arranged as a continuous sheet
consisting of one or several layers
epithelioma /epθi li əυmə/ noun a tumour
arising from epithelial cells
epithelium /ep θi liəm/ noun the layer or
layers of cells covering an organ, including the
skin and the lining of all hollow cavities except
blood vessels, lymphatics and serous cavities.
Compare endothelium, mesothelium
epithalamus





epithelial





epithelialisation









epithelial layer



epithelial tissue



epithelioma



epithelium



COMMENT:

erectile tissue

thelium or pavement epithelium (with flat
cells like scales, forming the lining of the pericardium, peritoneum and pleura).
epituberculosis
/eptjυ b! kjυ ləυss/



Epithelium is classified according
to the shape of the cells and the number of
layers of cells which form it. The types of epithelium according to the number of layers are:
simple epithelium (epithelium formed of a
single layer of cells) and stratified epithelium (epithelium formed of several layers of
cells). The main types of epithelial cells are:
columnar epithelium (simple epithelium with
long narrow cells, forming the lining of the intestines); ciliated epithelium (simple epithelium where the cells have little hairs, forming
the lining of air passages); cuboidal epithelium (with cube-shaped cells, forming the lining
of glands and intestines) and squamous epi-

equilibrium





equinovarus





equipment



ral: for one item say a piece of equipment.)
ER abbr 1. US emergency room 2. endoplasER

mic reticulum
eradicate / rdket/ verb to remove something completely 쑗 international action to
eradicate tuberculosis
eradication /rd keʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
removing something completely
Erb’s palsy /! bz pɔ lzi/, Erb’s paralysis /
! bz pə rləss/ noun a condition in which
an arm is paralysed because of birth injuries to
the brachial plexus. 쒁 Bell’s palsy
ERCP abbr endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography
erect / rekt/ adjective stiff and straight
erectile / rektal/ adjective able to become
erect
erectile
dysfunction /rektal ds
f"ŋkʃən/ noun a condition in which a man
finds it difficult or impossible to have or maintain an erection during intercourse
erectile tissue / rektal tʃu / noun vascular tissue which can become erect and stiff
when engorged with blood, e.g. the corpus
cavernosum in the penis
eradicate



eradication





Erb’s palsy







ERCP

erect



erectile



erectile dysfunction



erectile tissue
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erection / rekʃən/ noun a state where a body
part such as the penis becomes swollen because of engorgement with blood
erector / rektə/ noun a small muscle which
raises a body part
erector spinae /rektə spani / noun a
large muscle starting at the base of the spine,
and dividing as it runs up the spine
erepsin / repsn/ noun a mixture of enzymes
produced by the glands in the intestine, used in
the production of amino acids
erethism / erəθz(ə)m/ noun unusual irritability
ERG abbr electroretinogram
ergograph / ! &əυ&rɑ f/ noun apparatus
which records the work of one or several muscles
ergometrine maleate /! &əυmetri n
mliet/ noun a drug used to speed up the delivery of the placenta in childbirth and to control postnatal bleeding
ergonomics /! &ə nɒmks/ noun the study
of humans at work
ergot / ! &ət/ noun a disease of rye caused by
the fungus Clariceps purpurea
ergotamine /! &ɒtəmi n/ noun a drug that
causes narrowing of blood vessels and alleviates migraine, derived from the ergot fungus
ergotism / ! &ətz(ə)m/ noun poisoning
caused by eating rye which has been contaminated with the ergot fungus
erection



erector



erector spinae



erepsin



erethism



ERG

ergograph



ergometrine maleate



ergonomics





ergot



ergotamine



ergotism



COMMENT:

The symptoms of ergotism are
muscle cramps and dry gangrene in the fingers and toes.
erogenous / rɒdənəs/ adjective producing
erogenous



sexual excitement
erogenous zone / rɒdənəs zəυn/ noun a
part of the body which, if stimulated, produces
sexual arousal, e.g. the penis, clitoris or nipples
erosion / rəυ(ə)n/ noun the action of wearing away tissue or breaking down tissue
erotic / rɒtk/ adjective relating to or arousing the feeling of sexual desire
ERPC abbr evacuation of retained products of
conception
eructation /i r"k teʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
erogenous zone



erosion



erotic



ERPC

eructation





belching
erupt / r"pt/ verb to break through the skin 쑗
erupt



The permanent incisors erupt before the
premolars.
eruption / r"pʃən/ noun 1. something which
breaks through the skin, e.g. a rash or pimple
2. the appearance of a new tooth in a gum
ery- /er/ prefix same as erythroerysipelas /er spələs/ noun a contagious
skin disease, where the skin on the face becomes hot, red and painful, caused by Streptococcus pyogenes
eruption



ery-

erysipelas





erysipeloid /er spəlɔd/ noun a bacterial
skin infection caused by touching infected fish
or meat
erythema /er θi mə/ noun redness on the
skin, caused by hyperaemia of the blood vessels near the surface
erythema ab igne /erθi mə b &ne/
noun a pattern of red lines on the skin caused
by exposure to heat
erythema induratum /erθi mə ndjυ
retəm / noun a tubercular disease where ulcerating nodules appear on the legs of young
women. Also called Bazin’s disease
erythema multiforme /erθi mə m"lti*
fɔ mi/ noun the sudden appearance of inflammatory red patches and sometimes blisters on
the skin
erythema nodosum /erθi mə nəυ
dəυsəm/ noun an inflammatory disease
where red swellings appear on the front of the
legs
erythema pernio /erθi mə p! niəυ/ noun
same as chilblain
erythema serpens /erθi mə s! pens/
noun a bacterial skin infection caused by
touching infected fish or meat
erythematosus /erθi mə təυss/ 쏡 lupus
erythematous /er θi mətəs/ adjective referring to erythema
erythr- /erθr/ prefix same as erythro- (used
erysipeloid





erythema





erythema ab igne



erythema induratum





erythema multiforme



erythema nodosum





erythema pernio



erythema serpens



erythematosus







erythematous





erythr-

before vowels)

erythraemia /er θri miə/ noun a blood disorder where the number of red blood cells increases sharply, together with an increase in
the number of white cells, making the blood
thicker and slower to flow. Also called polyerythraemia





cythaemia vera
erythrasma /er θrzmə/ noun a persistent
erythrasma





bacterial skin infection occurring in a fold in
the skin or where two skin surfaces touch, such
as between the toes. It is caused by Corynebacterium.
erythro- /rθrəυ/ prefix red
erythroblast / rθrəblst/ noun a cell
which forms an erythrocyte or red blood cell
erythroblastosis
/rθrəυbl stəυss/
noun the presence of erythroblasts in the
blood, usually found in haemolytic anaemia
erythro-

erythroblast



erythroblastosis





COMMENT: Usually erythroblastosis occurs
where the mother is rhesus negative and has
developed rhesus positive antibodies, which
are passed into the blood of a rhesus positive
fetus.
erythroblastosis fetalis /rθrəυbl
stəυss fi tɑ ls/ noun a blood disease aferythroblastosis fetalis









fecting newborn babies, caused by a reaction
between the rhesus factor of the mother and
the fetus
erythrocyanosis /rθrəsaə nəυss/ noun
red and purple patches on the skin of the
thighs, often accompanied by chilblains and
made worse by cold
erythrocyanosis
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erythrocyte / rθrəsat/ noun a mature red
blood cell
erythrocyte



‘…anemia may be due to insufficient erythrocyte
production, in which case the corrected reticulocyte
count will be low, or it may be due to hemorrhage or
hemolysis, in which cases there should be reticulocyte response’ [Southern Medical Journal]
erythrocyte sedimentation rate /rθrə
sat sedmen teʃ(ə)n ret/ noun a test that
erythrocyte sedimentation rate





measures how fast erythrocytes settle in a sample of blood plasma, used to confirm whether
various blood conditions are present. Abbr

ESR

erythrocytosis /rθrəsa təυss/ noun an
increase in the number of red blood cells in the
blood
erythroderma /rθrə d! mə/ noun a condition in which the skin becomes red and flakes
off
erythroedema /rθrɔ di mə/ noun same
as acrodynia
erythrogenesis /rθrə denəss/, erythropoiesis /rθrəpɔ i ss/ noun the formation
of red blood cells in red bone marrow
erythromelalgia /rθrəmel ldə/ noun a
painful swelling of blood vessels in the extremities
erythromycin /rθrə masn/ noun a antibacterial drug suitable for people who are sensitive to penicillin
erythropenia /rθrə pi niə/ noun a condition in which a person has a low number of
erythrocytes in their blood
erythroplasia /rθrə pleziə/ noun the formation of lesions on the mucous membrane
erythropoiesis /rθrəpɔ i ss/ noun same
as erythrogenesis
erythropoietin /rθrə pɔətn/ noun a hormone which regulates the production of red
blood cells
erythrocytosis





erythroderma





erythroedema





erythrogenesis









erythromelalgia





erythromycin





erythropenia



erythroplasia





erythropoiesis





erythropoietin





COMMENT:

Erythropoietin can now be produced by genetic techniques and is being
used to increase the production of red blood
cells in anaemia.
erythropsia /er θrɒpsiə/ noun a condition
erythropsia





in which someone sees things as if coloured
red
Esbach’s albuminometer /esbɑ ks l
bju m nɒmtə/ noun a glass for measuring
albumin in urine, using Esbach’s method
eschar / eskɑ / noun a dry scab, e.g. one
forming on a burn
escharotic /eskə rɒtk/ noun a substance
which produces an eschar
Escherichia /eʃə rkiə/ noun a bacterium
commonly found in faeces
Escherichia coli /eʃərkiə kəυla/ noun a
Gram-negative bacterium associated with
acute gastroenteritis. Also called E. coli
escort nurse / eskɔ t n! s/ noun a nurse
who goes with patients to the operating theatre
and back again to the ward
Esbach’s albuminometer





eschar



escharotic





Escherichia





Escherichia coli



escort nurse



estrogen

Esmarch’s bandage / esmɑ ks bndd/
noun a rubber band wrapped round a limb as a
tourniquet before a surgical operation and left
in place during the operation so as to keep the
site free of blood [Described 1869. After JoEsmarch’s bandage



hann Friedrich August von Esmarch (1823–
1908), Professor of Surgery at Kiel, Germany.]
esophagus /i sɒfə&əs/ noun US spelling of
oesophagus
esotropia /esə trəυpiə/ noun a type of
esophagus



esotropia



squint, where the eyes both look towards the
nose. Also called convergent strabismus
espundia / spu ndiə/ 쏡 leishmaniasis
ESR abbr erythrocyte sedimentation rate
ESRD abbr end-stage renal disease
essence / es(ə)ns/ noun a concentrated oil
from a plant, used in cosmetics, and sometimes as analgesics or antiseptics
essential / senʃəl/ adjective 1. extremely
important 쑗 It is essential to keep accurate
records. 2. necessary for health 쑗 essential nutrients 3. without obvious cause 쑗 essential
hypertension Also called idiopathic 4. extracted from a plant 쑗 essential oil
essential amino acid /senʃəl əmi nəυ
sd/ noun an amino acid which is necessary
for growth but which cannot be synthesised in
the body and has to be obtained from the food
supply
espundia



ESR

ESRD

essence



essential



essential amino acid





COMMENT: The essential amino acids are: isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine, phenylalanine, threonine, tryptophan and valine.
essential dysmenorrhoea /senʃəl ds
menə ri ə/ noun same as primary dysmenorrhoea
essential element /senʃəl elmənt/ noun
essential dysmenorrhoea





essential element



a chemical element which is necessary to the
body’s growth or function, e.g. carbon, oxygen, hydrogen and nitrogen
essential fatty acid /senʃəl fti sd/
noun an unsaturated fatty acid which is necessary for growth and health. Abbr EFA
essential fatty acid



COMMENT: The essential fatty acids are linoleic acid, linolenic acid and arachidonic acid.
essential hyperkinesia /senʃəl hapək
ni ziə/ noun a condition of children where
essential hyperkinesia





their movements are excessive and repeated
essential hypertension /senʃəl hapə
tenʃən/ noun high blood pressure without any
obvious cause
essential oil /senʃəl ɔl/ noun a medicinal
or fragrant oil distilled from some part of a
plant
essential tremor /senʃəl tremə/ noun an
involuntary slow trembling movement of the
hands often seen in elderly people
essential uterine haemorrhage /senʃəl
ju təran hem(ə)rd/ noun heavy uterine
bleeding for which there is no obvious cause
estrogen / i strədən/ noun US same as oesessential hypertension





essential oil



essential tremor



essential uterine haemorrhage



estrogen



trogen
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ethambutol / θmbjυtɒl/ noun a drug that
is part of the treatment for bacterial infections
such as tuberculosis
ethanol / eθənɒl/ noun a colourless liquid,
present in alcoholic drinks such as whisky, gin
and vodka, and also used in medicines and as
a disinfectant. Also called ethyl alcohol. 쒁
ethambutol



ethanol



pure alcohol
ethene / i θi n/ noun same as ethylene
ether / i θə/ noun an anaesthetic substance,
ethene



ether



now rarely used
ethical / eθk(ə)l/ adjective 1. concerning ethics 2. referring to a drug available on prescription only
ethical committee / eθk(ə)l kəmti/ noun
a group of specialists who monitor experiments involving human beings or who regulate
the way in which members of the medical profession conduct themselves
ethinyloestradiol /eθn(ə)l strə daɒl/
noun an artificial hormone related to oestrogen
that is effective in small doses. It forms part of
hormone replacement therapy.
ethmoid /eθ mɔd/, ethmoidal /eθ mɔd(ə)l/
adjective referring to the ethmoid bone or near
to the ethmoid bone
ethmoidal sinuses /eθmɔd(ə)l sanəsz/
plural noun air cells inside the ethmoid bone
ethmoid bone / eθmɔd bəυn/ noun a bone
which forms the top of the nasal cavity and
part of the orbits
ethmoidectomy /eθmɔ dektəmi/ noun an
operation to remove the lining between the sinuses
ethmoiditis /eθmɔ dats/ noun inflammation of the ethmoid bone or of the ethmoidal sinuses
ethnic / eθnk/ adjective relating to a culturally or racially distinctive group of people
ethyl alcohol /iθal lkəhɒl/ noun same as
ethical



ethical committee





ethinyloestradiol







ethmoid





ethmoidal sinuses



ethmoid bone



ethmoidectomy





ethmoiditis





ethnic



ethyl alcohol



ethanol

COMMENT: Eucalyptus oil is used in pharmaceutical products especially to relieve congestion in the respiratory passages.
eugenics /ju denks/ noun the study of
eugenics



how to improve the human race by genetic selection
eunuch / ju nək/ noun a castrated male
eupepsia /ju pepsiə/ noun good digestion
euphoria /ju fɔ riə/ noun a feeling of extreme happiness
euplastic /ju plstk/ adjective referring to
tissue which heals well
Eustachian canal /ju steʃ(ə)n kənl/
noun a passage through the porous bone forming the outside part of the Eustachian tube
Eustachian tube /ju steʃ(ə)n tju b/ noun
the tube which connects the pharynx to the
middle ear. See illustration at EAR in Supplement [Described 1562, but actually named after
eunuch



eupepsia



euphoria



euplastic



Eustachian canal





Eustachian tube



Eustachio by Valsalva a century later. Bartolomeo Eustachio (1520–74), physician to the Pope
and Professor of Anatomy in Rome.]
COMMENT: The Eustachian tubes balance the
air pressure on each side of the eardrum.
When a person swallows or yawns, air is allowed into the Eustachian tubes and equalises the pressure with the normal atmospheric
pressure outside the body. The tubes can be
blocked by an infection, as in a cold, or by
pressure differences, as inside an aircraft,
and if they are blocked, the hearing is impaired.
euthanasia /ju θə neziə/ noun the painless
euthanasia





killing of an incurably ill person or someone in
a permanent coma in order to end their distress. Also called mercy killing (NOTE: This
practice is illegal in most countries.)

euthanise / ju θənaz/, euthanize verb to
kill an incurably ill person or someone in a
permanent coma
euthyroid /ju θarɔd/ noun a condition
where the thyroid is functioning normally
euthyroidism /ju θarɔdz(ə)m/, euthyroid state /ju θarɔd stet/ noun the fact of
having a healthy thyroid gland
eutocia /ju təυsiə/ noun a standard childbirth
evacuant / vkjuənt/ noun a medicine
which makes a person have a bowel movement
evacuate / vkjuet/ verb to discharge faeces from the bowel, or to have a bowel movement
evacuation /vkju eʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of removing the contents of something, especially discharging faeces from the bowel
evacuation of retained products of conception /vkjueʃ(ə)n əv rtend
prɒd"kts əv kən sepʃən/ noun a D & C operation performed after an abortion or miscarriage to ensure the uterus is left empty. Abbr
euthanise



euthyroid



euthyroidism

ethylene / eθəli n/ noun a gas used as an anaesthetic
ethylestrenol /eθ(ə)l estrənɒl/ noun an anabolic steroid
etiology /i ti ɒlədi/ noun US same as aetiethylene



ethylestrenol





etiology





ology
eu- /ju / prefix good, well
eubacteria /ju bk təriə/ noun true bacteeu-

eubacteria





ria with rigid cell walls
eucalyptol /ju kə lptəl/ noun a substance
obtained from eucalyptus oil
eucalyptus /ju kə lptəs/ noun a genus of
tree growing mainly in Australia, from which
a strongly smelling oil is distilled
eucalyptus oil /ju kə lptəs ɔl/ noun an
aromatic medicinal oil distilled from the
leaves of various species of tree in the genus
Eucalyptus
eucalyptol





eucalyptus





eucalyptus oil









eutocia



evacuant



evacuate



evacuation





evacuation of retained products of conception





ERPC
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evacuator / vkjuetə/ noun an instrument
used to empty a cavity such as the bladder or
bowel
evaluate / vljuet/ verb 1. to examine and
calculate the quantity or level of something 쑗
The laboratory is still evaluating the results of
the tests. 2. to examine someone and calculate
the treatment required
evacuator



evaluate



excise

exacerbation /&zsə beʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the fact of making a condition worse 2. a period when a condition becomes worse
exacerbation





‘…patients were re-examined regularly or when they
felt they might be having an exacerbation. Exacerbation rates were calculated from the number of exacerbations during the study’ [Lancet]
examination /&zm neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an
examination





evaluation /vlju eʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
examining and calculating the quantity or level
of something 쑗 In further evaluation of these
patients no side-effects of the treatment were
noted.

act of looking at someone or something carefully 쑗 From the examination of the X-ray
photographs, it seems that the tumour has not
spread. 2. the act of looking at someone to find
out what is wrong with him or her 쑗 The surgeon carried out a medical examination before
operating. 3. a written or oral test to see if a
student is progressing satisfactorily (NOTE: In

‘…evaluation of fetal age and weight has proved to
be of value in the clinical management of pregnancy,
particularly in high-risk gestations’ [Southern
Medical Journal]

this sense, often abbreviated to exam.)
examine /& zmn/ verb 1. to look at or to
investigate someone or something carefully 쑗

‘…all patients were evaluated and followed up at the
hypertension unit’ [British Medical Journal]
evaluation





eventration / ven treʃ(ə)n/ noun the
pushing of the intestine through the wall of the
abdomen
eversion / v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of turning
towards the outside or turning inside out. See
illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement 왍 eversion of the cervix a condition after laceration during childbirth, where the edges of the cervix sometimes turn outwards
evertor / v! tə/ noun a muscle which makes
a limb turn outwards
evidence-based / evidəns best/ adjective
based on the results of well-designed trials of
specific types of treatment for specific conditions 쑗 evidence-based practice
evidence-based medicine / evd(ə)ns
best med(ə)sn/ noun medical practice
where findings from research are used as the
basis for decisions
evisceration /vsə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
surgical removal of the abdominal viscera.
Also called exenteration 2. removal of the
contents of an organ 왍 evisceration of the eye
surgical removal of the contents of an eyeball
evolution /i və lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a process of
change in organisms which takes place over a
very long period involving many generations
evulsion / v"lʃən/ noun the act of extracting
something by force
Ewing’s tumour / ju ŋz tju mə/, Ewing’s
sarcoma /ju ŋz sɑ kəυmə/ noun a malignant tumour in the marrow of a long bone [Deeventration





eversion



evertor



evidence-based



evidence-based medicine



evisceration





evolution





evulsion



Ewing’s tumour







scribed 1922. After James Ewing (1866–1943),
Professor of Pathology at Cornell University,
New York, USA.]
ex- /eks/ prefix same as exo- (used before vowels)
exacerbate /& zsəbet/ verb to make a
condition more severe 쑗 The cold damp
ex-

exacerbate





weather will only exacerbate his chest condition.

examine



The tissue samples were examined in the laboratory. 2. to look at and test someone to find
out what is wrong with him or her 쑗 The doctor examined the patient’s heart.
exanthem /& znθəm/ noun a skin rash
found with infectious diseases like measles or
chickenpox
exanthematous /eksn θemətəs/ adjective referring to an exanthem or like an exanthem
exanthem subitum /&znθəm sυbtəm/
noun same as roseola infantum
excavator / ekskəvetə/ noun a surgical instrument shaped like a spoon
excavatum / ekskəvetəm/ 쏡 pectus excaexanthem



exanthematous





exanthem subitum



excavator



excavatum



vatum

exception /k sepʃən/ noun 1. something
that does not fit into or is excluded from a general rule or pattern 2. the act or condition of being excluded
excess /k ses/ noun too much of a substance
쑗 The gland was producing an excess of hormones. 쑗 The body could not cope with an excess of blood sugar. 왍 in excess of more than
쑗 Short men who weigh in excess of 100 kilos
are very overweight.
excessive /k sesv/ adjective more than
normal 쑗 The patient was passing excessive
quantities of urine. 쑗 The doctor noted an excessive amount of bile in the patient’s blood.
excessively /k sesvli/ adverb too much 쑗
She has an excessively high blood pressure. 쑗
If the patient sweats excessively, it may be necessary to cool his body with cold compresses.
exchange transfusion /kstʃend trns
fju (ə)n/ noun a method of treating leukaemia or erythroblastosis in newborn babies,
where almost all the blood is removed from the
body and replaced with healthy blood
excipient /k spiənt/ noun a substance added to a drug so that it can be made into a pill
excise /k saz/ verb to cut something out
exception



excess



excessive



excessively



exchange transfusion



excipient



excise
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excision /k s(ə)n/ noun an operation by a
surgeon to cut and remove part of the body
such as a growth. Compare incision
excitation /eks teʃ(ə)n/ noun the state of
being mentally or physically aroused
excitatory /k satətri/ adjective tending to
excite
excite /k sat/ verb 1. to stimulate someone
or something 2. to give an impulse to a nerve
or muscle
excited /k satd/ adjective 1. very lively and
happy 2. aroused
excitement /k satmənt/ noun 1. the act of
being excited 2. the second stage of anaesthesia
excoriation /kskɔ ri eʃ(ə)n/ noun a raw
skin surface or mucous membrane after rubbing or burning
excrement / ekskrmənt/ noun same as faeexcision



excitation





excitatory



excite



excited



excitement



excoriation



excrement



ces

excrescence /k skres(ə)ns/ noun a growth
on the skin
excreta /k skri tə/ plural noun waste material from the body, especially faeces
excrete /k skri t/ verb to pass waste matter
out of the body, especially to discharge faeces
쑗 The urinary system separates waste liquids
from the blood and excretes them as urine.
excretion /k skri ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
passing waste matter, e.g. faeces, urine or
sweat, out of the body
excruciating /k skru ʃietŋ/ adjective extremely painful 쑗 He had excruciating pains
in his head.
exenteration /eksentə reʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as evisceration
exercise / eksəsaz/ noun 1. physical or
mental activity, especially the active use of the
muscles as a way of keeping fit, correcting a
deformity or strengthening a part 쑗 Regular
exercise is good for your heart. 쑗 He doesn’t
do or take enough exercise. 2. a particular
movement or action designed to use and
strengthen the muscles 쐽 verb to take exercise,
or exert part of the body in exercise 쑗 He exercises twice a day to keep fit.
exercise cycle / eksəsaz sak(ə)l/ noun a
type of cycle which is fixed to the floor, so that
someone can pedal on it for exercise
exercise-induced asthma /eksəsaz n
dju st smə/ noun asthma which is caused
by exercise such as running or cycling. Abbr
excrescence



excreta



excrete



excretion



excruciating



exenteration





exercise



exercise cycle



exercise-induced asthma





EIA

tis where the skin becomes red and comes off
in flakes
exhalation /ekshə leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of breathing out 2. air which is breathed out 왘
opposite inhalation
exhale /eks hel/ verb to breathe out. Opposite inhale
exhaust /& zɔ st/ verb to tire someone out
exhaustion /& zɔ stʃən/ noun extreme
tiredness or fatigue
exhibitionism /eks bʃ(ə)nz(ə)m/ noun a
desire to show the genitals to a person of the
opposite sex
exo- /eksəυ/ prefix out of, outside
exocrine / eksəkran/ adjective 왍 exocrine
secretions of the pancreas enzymes carried
from the pancreas to the second part of the duodenum
exocrine gland / eksəkran &lnd/ noun a
gland with ducts which channel secretions to
particular parts of the body such as the liver,
the sweat glands, the pancreas and the salivary
glands. Compare endocrine gland
exogenous /ek sɒdənəs/ adjective developing or caused by something outside the organism. Compare endogenous
exomphalos /ek sɒmfələs/ noun same as
exhalation





exhale



exhaust



exhaustion



exhibitionism





exo-

exocrine



exocrine gland



exogenous



exomphalos



umbilical hernia

exophthalmic
goitre /eksɒfθlmk
&ɔtə/ noun a form of hyperthyroidism, in
which the neck swells and the eyes protrude.
Also called Graves’ disease
exophthalmos /eksɒf θlməs/ noun protruding eyeballs
exoskeleton / eksəυskelt(ə)n/ noun the
outer skeleton of some animals such as insects.
Compare endoskeleton
exostosis /eksə stəυss/ noun a benign
growth on the surface of a bone
exotic /& zɒtk/ adjective referring to a disease which occurs in a foreign country
exotoxin /eksəυ tɒksn/ noun a poison, produced by bacteria, which affects parts of the
body away from the place of infection, e.g. the
toxins which cause botulism or tetanus
exophthalmic goitre



exophthalmos





exoskeleton





exostosis





exotic



exotoxin





COMMENT: Diphtheria is caused by a bacillus.
The exotoxin released causes the generalised symptoms of the disease such as fever
and rapid pulse while the bacillus itself is responsible for the local symptoms in the upper
throat.
exotropia /eksəυ trəυpiə/ noun same as divergent strabismus
expectant mother /kspektənt m"ðə/
exotropia





expectant mother

exertion /& z! ʃ(ə)n/ noun physical activity
exfoliation /eksfəυli eʃ(ə)n/ noun the loss
of layers of tissue such as sunburnt skin
exfoliative /eks fəυlietv/ adjective referring to exfoliation
exfoliative
dermatitis /eksfəυliətv
d! mə tats/ noun a typical form of dermatiexertion



exfoliation





exfoliative



exfoliative dermatitis







noun a pregnant woman

expected date of delivery /kspektd
det əv d lv(ə)ri/ noun the day on which a
doctor calculates that the birth of a baby will
take place
expectorant /k spekt(ə)rənt/ noun a drug
which helps someone to cough up phlegm
expected date of delivery





expectorant
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expectorate /k spektəret/ verb to cough
up phlegm or sputum from the respiratory passages
expectoration /kspektə reʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of coughing up fluid or phlegm from
the respiratory tract
expel /k spel/ verb to send something out of
the body 쑗 Air is expelled from the lungs when
a person breathes out.
experiential
learning /kspərienʃəl
l! nŋ/ noun the process of learning from experience
experiment /k spermənt/ noun a scientific
test conducted under set conditions 쑗 The scientists did some experiments to try the new
drug on a small sample of people.
expert patient /eksp! t peʃ(ə)nt/ noun a
patient with a long-term illness who has been
taught how to manage his or her own medical
care
expiration /ekspə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of breathing out, or pushing air out of the lungs
쑗 Expiration takes place when the chest muscles relax and the lungs become smaller. Opposite inspiration 2. death 3. dying
expiratory /ek sprət(ə)ri/ adjective referring to the process of breathing out
expire /k spaə/ verb 1. to breathe out 2. to
die
explant /eks plɑ nt/ noun tissue taken from a
body and grown in a culture in a laboratory 쐽
verb 1. to take tissue from a body and grow it
in a culture in a laboratory 2. to remove an implant
explantation /eksplɑ n teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of taking tissue from a body and growing it in a culture in a laboratory 2. the removal
of an implant
exploration /eksplə reʃ(ə)n/ noun a procedure or surgical operation where the aim is to
discover the cause of symptoms or the nature
and extent of an illness
exploratory /k splɒrət(ə)ri/ adjective referring to an exploration
exploratory
surgery /ksplɒrət(ə)ri
s! dəri/ noun a surgical operation in which
the aim is to discover the cause of a person’s
symptoms or the nature and extent of an illness
explore /k splɔ / verb to examine a part of
the body in order to make a diagnosis
expose /k spəυz/ verb 1. to show something
which was hidden 쑗 The operation exposed a
generalised cancer. 쑗 The report exposed a
lack of medical care on the part of some of the
hospital staff. 2. to place something or someone under the influence of something 쑗 He
was exposed to the disease for two days. 쑗 She
was exposed to a lethal dose of radiation.
exposure /k spəυə/ noun 1. the fact of being exposed to something 쑗 his exposure to radiation 2. the fact of being damp, cold and with
expectorate



expectoration





expel



experiential learning



experiment



expert patient



expiration





expiratory



expire



explant



explantation





exploration





exploratory



exploratory surgery



explore



expose



exposure



external iliac artery

no protection from the weather 쑗 The survivors of the crash were all suffering from exposure after spending a night in the snow.
express /k spres/ verb to squeeze liquid or
air out of something, especially to squeeze out
breast milk for a baby to feed on later
expression /k spreʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the look
on a person’s face which shows what he or she
thinks and feels 쑗 His expression showed that
he was annoyed. 2. the act of pushing something out of the body 쑗 the expression of the
fetus and placenta during childbirth
exquisitely tender /kskwztli tendə/
adjective producing a sharp localised pain or
tenderness when touched
exsanguinate /k sŋ&wnet/ verb to
drain blood from the body
exsanguination
/ksŋ&w neʃ(ə)n/
noun the removal of blood from the body
exsufflation /eksə fleʃ(ə)n/ noun an act of
forcing breath out of the body
extend /k stend/ verb to stretch out, or cause
something to stretch out 쑗 The patient is unable to extend his arms fully.
extension /k stenʃən/ noun 1. the stretching or straightening out of a joint 2. the stretching of a joint by traction
extensor /k stensə/, extensor muscle /k
stensə m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle which makes
a joint become straight. Compare flexor
exterior /k stəriə/ noun the outside of
something
exteriorisation /kstəriəra zeʃ(ə)n/, exteriorization noun a surgical operation to bring
an internal organ to the outside surface of the
body
externa /k st! nə/ 쏡 otitis externa
external /k st! n(ə)l/ adjective on the outside, especially outside the surface of the body.
Opposite internal 왍 the lotion is for external
use only it should only be used on the outside
of the body
external auditory canal /kst! n(ə)l
ɔ dt(ə)ri kənl/, external auditory meatus
/kst! n(ə)l ɔ dt(ə)ri m etəs/ noun a tube
in the skull leading from the outer ear to the
eardrum. See illustration at EARin Supplement
external cardiac massage /kst! n(ə)l
kɑ dik msɑ / noun a method of making
someone’s heart start beating again by rhythmic pressing on the breastbone
external ear /kst! n(ə)l ə/ noun same as
express



expression



exquisitely tender



exsanguinate



exsanguination





exsufflation





extend



extension



extensor





exterior



exteriorisation





externa



external



external auditory canal









external cardiac massage



external ear



outer ear

external
haemorrhoids /kst! n(ə)l
hemərɔdz/ plural noun haemorrhoids in the
skin just outside the anus
external iliac artery /kst! n(ə)l lik
ɑ təri/ noun an artery which branches from
the aorta in the abdomen and leads to the leg
external haemorrhoids



external iliac artery



Medicine.fm Page 138 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

external jugular

138

external jugular /kst! n(ə)l d"&jυlə/
noun the main jugular vein in the neck, leading
from the temporal vein
externally /k st! n(ə)li/ adverb on the outside of the body 쑗 The ointment should only be
used externally.
external nares plural noun same as anterior
external jugular



externally



external nares

nares

bleeding occurs between the dura mater and
the skull
extraembryonic /ekstrəembri ɒnk/ adjective referring to part of a fertilised ovum,
such as the amnion, allantois and chorion
which is not part of the embryo
extraembryonic membranes /ekstrə
embriɒnk membrenz/ plural noun membranes which are not part of the embryo
extrapleural /ekstrə plυərəl/ adjective outside the pleural cavity
extrapyramidal /ekstrəp rmd(ə)l/ adjective outside the pyramidal tracts
extrapyramidal
system
/ekstrəp
rmd(ə)l sstəm/ noun a motor system
which carries motor nerves outside the pyramidal system
extrapyramidal
tracts
/ekstrəp
rmd(ə)l trkts/ plural noun same as exextraembryonic





extraembryonic membranes







external oblique /kst! n(ə)l ə bli k/ noun
an outer muscle covering the abdomen
external otitis /kst! n(ə)l ə tats/ noun
same as otitis externa
external respiration /kst! n(ə)l resp
reʃ(ə)n/ noun the part of respiration concerned with oxygen in the air being exchanged
in the lungs for carbon dioxide from the blood
exteroceptor /ekstərəυ septə/ noun a sensory nerve which is affected by stimuli from
outside the body, e.g. in the eye or ear
extinction /k stŋkʃən/ noun 1. the destruction or stopping of something 2. the lessening
or stopping of a conditioned behavioural response through lack of reinforcement
extirpate / ekst! pet/ verb to remove
something by surgery
extirpation /ekst! peʃ(ə)n/ noun the total
removal of a structure, an organ or growth by
surgery
extra- /ekstrə/ prefix outside
extracapsular /ekstrə kpsjυlə/ adjective
outside a capsule
extracapsular fracture /ekstrəkpsjυlə
frktʃə/ noun a fracture of the upper part of
the femur, which does not involve the capsule
round the hip joint
extracellular /ekstrə seljυlə/ adjective outside cells
extracellular fluid /ekstrəseljυlə flu d/
noun a fluid which surrounds cells
extract noun / ekstrkt/ a preparation made
by removing water or alcohol from a substance, leaving only the essence 왍 liver extract concentrated essence of liver 쐽 verb /k
strkt/ to take out something 쑗 Adrenaline
extracted from the animal’s adrenal glands is
used in the treatment of asthma.
external oblique





external otitis





external respiration





exteroceptor



extinction



extirpate





extirpation



extra-

extracapsular





extracapsular fracture





extracellular





extracellular fluid



extract





‘…all the staff are RGNs, partly because they do venesection, partly because they work in plasmapheresis units which extract plasma and return red blood
cells to the donor’ [Nursing Times]
extraction /k strkʃən/ noun 1. the removal of part of the body, especially a tooth 2. in
extraction



obstetrics, delivery, usually a breech presentation, which needs medical assistance
extradural /ekstrə djυərəl/ adjective same
as epidural
extradural haematoma /ekstrədjυərəl
hi mə təυmə/ noun a blood clot which forms
in the head outside the dura mater, caused by a
blow
extradural haemorrhage /ekstrədjυərəl
hem(ə)rd/ noun a serious condition where
extradural





extradural haematoma







extradural haemorrhage





extrapleural





extrapyramidal





extrapyramidal system









extrapyramidal tracts

trapyramidal system
extrasensory /ekstrə sensəri/ adjective inextrasensory





volving perception by means other than the
usual five senses
extrasystole /ekstrə sstəli/ noun same as
extrasystole





ectopic heartbeat
extrauterine /ekstrə ju təran/ adjective
extrauterine





occurring or developing outside the uterus
extrauterine pregnancy /ekstrəju təran
pre&nənsi/ noun same as ectopic pregnancy
extravasation /ekstrvə seʃ(ə)n/ noun a
situation where a bodily fluid, such as blood or
secretions, escapes into tissue
extraversion /ekstrə v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as extroversion
extravert / ekstrəv! t/ noun same as extroextrauterine pregnancy



extravasation





extraversion





extravert



vert

extremities /k stremətiz/ plural noun the
parts of the body at the ends of limbs, e.g. the
fingers, toes, nose and ears
extremity /k stremti/ noun 1. a limb 2. the
part of a limb farthest away from the body, especially the hand or foot 3. a situation or state
of great distress or danger 4. the greatest intensity of something
extrinsic /eks trnsk/ adjective external,
originating outside a structure
extrinsic allergic alveolitis /ekstrnsk ə
l! dk lviə lats/ noun a condition in
which the lungs are allergic to fungus and other allergens
extrinsic factor /ekstrnsk fktə/ noun a
former term for vitamin B12, which is necessary for the production of red blood cells
extrinsic ligament /ekstrnsk l&əmənt/
noun a ligament between the bones in a joint
which is separate from the joint capsule
extrinsic muscle /ekstrnsk m"s(ə)l/
noun a muscle which is some way away from
the part of the body which it operates
extroversion /ekstrə v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. (in
psychology) a condition in which a person is
extremities



extremity



extrinsic



extrinsic allergic alveolitis





extrinsic factor



extrinsic ligament



extrinsic muscle



extroversion
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interested in people and things other than
themselves 2. a congenital turning of an organ
inside out
extrovert / ekstrəv! t/ noun a person who is
interested in people and things in the external
world
extroverted / ekstrəυv! td/ adjective 1. (of
a person) interested in people and things other
than oneself 2. (of an organ) turned inside out
extubation /ekstju beʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of a tube after intubation
exudate / eksjudet/ noun fluid which is deposited on the surface of tissue as the result of
a condition or disease
exudation /eksju deʃ(ə)n/ noun the escape
of material such as fluid or cells into tissue as
a defence mechanism
eye /a/ noun the part of the body with which
a person sees (NOTE: For other terms referring to
extrovert



extroverted





extubation





exudate



exudation





eye

the eye, see ocular, optic and words beginning
with oculo-, ophth-, ophthalm-, ophthalmo-.)
eyeball / abɔ l/ noun the round ball of tissue
eyeball



through which light passes, located in the eye
socket and controlled by various muscles

COMMENT: Light rays enter the eye through the
cornea, pass through the pupil and are refracted through the aqueous humour onto the
lens, which then focuses the rays through the
vitreous humour onto the retina at the back of
the eyeball. Impulses from the retina pass
along the optic nerve to the brain.
eye bank / a bŋk/ noun a place where parts
eye bank



of eyes given by donors can be kept for use in
grafts
eyebath / abɑ θ/ noun a small dish into
which a solution can be put for bathing the eye
eyebath



eyetooth

eyebrow / abraυ/ noun an arch of skin with
a line of hair above the eye
eye drops / a drɒps/ plural noun medicine in
liquid form which is put into the eye in small
amounts
eyeglasses / a&lɑ sz/ plural noun US
glasses or spectacles for correcting vision
eyelash / alʃ/ noun a small hair which
grows out from the edge of the eyelid
eyelid / ald/ noun a piece of skin which covers the eye. Also called blepharon, palpebra
eyebrow



eye drops



eyeglasses





eyelash



eyelid



(NOTE: For other terms referring to the eyelids,
see words beginning with blephar-, blepharo-.)
eye ointment / a ɔntmənt/ noun an ointeye ointment



ment in a special tube to be used in eye treatment
eyesight / asat/ noun the ability to see 쑗
He has got very good eyesight. 쑗 Failing eyesight is common in elderly people.
eye socket / a sɒkt/ noun same as orbit
eye specialist / a speʃəlst/ noun same as
eyesight



eye socket



eye specialist



ophthalmologist
eyestrain / astren/ noun tiredness in the
eyestrain



muscles of the eye with a headache, which
may be caused by an activity such as reading
in bad light or working on a computer screen.
Also called asthenopia
eye surgeon / a s! d(ə)n/ noun a surgeon
who specialises in operations on eyes
eye test / a test/ noun an examination of the
inside of an eye to see if it is working correctly,
and if the person needs glasses
eyetooth / atu θ/ noun a canine tooth, one of
two pairs of pointed teeth next to the incisors
eye surgeon



eye test



eyetooth



(NOTE: The plural is eyeteeth.)
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F abbr Fahrenheit
face /fes/ noun the front part of the head,
where the eyes, nose and mouth are placed 쐽
verb to have your face towards or to look towards something 쑗 Please face the screen.
face delivery / fes dlv(ə)ri/ noun a birth
where the baby’s face appears first
face lift / fes lft/, face-lifting operation /
fes lftŋ ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to remove wrinkles on the face and
neck
face mask / fes mɑ sk/ noun 1. a rubber
mask that fits over the nose and mouth and is
used to administer an anaesthetic 2. a piece of
gauze which fits over the mouth and nose to
prevent droplet infection
face presentation / fes prez(ə)nteʃ(ə)n/
noun a position of a baby in the uterus where
the face will appear first at birth
facet / fst/ noun a flat surface on a bone
facet syndrome / fst sndrəυm/ noun a
condition in which a joint in the vertebrae becomes dislocated
facial / feʃ(ə)l/ adjective relating to, or appearing on, the face 쑗 The psychiatrist examined the patient’s facial expression.
facial artery / feʃ(ə)l ɑ təri/ noun an artery
which branches off the external carotid into the
face and mouth
facial bone / feʃ(ə)l bəυn/ noun one of the
fourteen bones which form the face
face

face delivery





face lift







face mask



face presentation





facet



facet syndrome



facial



facial artery



facial bone



COMMENT: The bones which make up the face
are: two maxillae forming the upper jaw; two
nasal bones forming the top part of the nose;
two lacrimal bones on the inside of the orbit
near the nose; two zygomatic or malar bones
forming the sides of the cheeks; two palatine
bones forming the back part of the top of the
mouth; two nasal conchae or turbinate bones
which form the sides of the nasal cavity; the
mandible or lower jaw; and the vomer in the
centre of the nasal septum.

facial nerve / feʃ(ə)l n! v/ noun the seventh
cranial nerve, which governs the muscles of
the face, the taste buds on the front of the
tongue and the salivary and lacrimal glands
facial nerve



facial paralysis /feʃ(ə)l pə rləss/ noun
same as Bell’s palsy
facial vein / feʃ(ə)l ven/ noun a vein which
drains down the side of the face into the internal jugular vein
-facient /feʃənt/ suffix making or causing 쑗
abortifacient
facies / feʃii z/ noun someone’s facial appearance, used as a guide to diagnosis
facilitation /fəsl teʃ(ə)n/ noun an act
where several slight stimuli help a neurone to
be activated
facilities /fə sltiz/ plural noun something
such as equipment, accommodation, treatment
or help that is provided for people who need
them 쑗 the provision of aftercare facilities
factor / fktə/ noun 1. something which has
an influence or which makes something else
take place 2. a substance, variously numbered,
e.g. Factor I, Factor II, in the plasma, which
makes the blood coagulate when a blood vessel is injured
Factor II /fktə tu / same as prothrombin
Factor IX /fktə nan/ noun a protein in
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood
and is lacking in people with haemophilia B.
Also called Christmas factor
Factor VIII /fktər et/ noun a protein in
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood
and is lacking in people with haemophilia A
Factor XI /fktər  lev(ə)n/ noun a protein
in plasma which promotes the clotting of
blood and is lacking in people with haemophilia C
Factor XII /fktə twelv/ noun a protein in
plasma which promotes the clotting of blood
and is lacking in some people with haemophilia. Also called Hageman factor
faculty / fk(ə)lti/ noun the ability to do
something
fade away /fed ə we/ verb to be in the process of dying (informal )
faecal / fi k(ə)l/ adjective referring to faeces
faecal impaction /fi kl(ə)l m pkʃən/
noun a condition in which a hardened mass of
faeces stays in the rectum
facial paralysis



facial vein



-facient

facies



facilitation





facilities



factor



Factor II



Factor IX



Factor VIII



Factor XI





Factor XII



faculty



fade away



faecal



faecal impaction
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faecal incontinence /fi k(ə)l n kɒntnəns/
noun an inability to control the bowel movements
faecalith / fi kəlθ/ noun same as coprolith
faecal matter / fi k(ə)l mtə/ noun solid
waste matter from the bowels
faeces / fi si z/ plural noun solid waste matter
passed from the bowels through the anus. Also
called stools, bowel movement (NOTE: For othfaecal incontinence





faecalith



faecal matter



faeces



er terms referring to faeces, see words beginning with sterco-.)
Fahrenheit / frənhat/, Fahrenheit scale /
frənhat skel/ noun a scale of temperaFahrenheit





tures where the freezing and boiling points of
water are 32° and 212° under standard atmospheric pressure (NOTE: Used in the US, but less

common in the UK. Usually written as an F after
the degree sign: 32°F (say: ‘thirty-two degrees
Fahrenheit’).)
COMMENT: To convert degrees Fahrenheit into
degrees Celsius, subtract 32 and divide the
remainder by 1.8.
fail /fel/ verb 1. not to be successful in doing
something 쑗 The doctor failed to see the symptoms. 쑗 She has failed her pharmacy exams. 쑗
fail

He failed his medical and was rejected by the
police force. 2. to become weaker and less
likely to recover
failing / felŋ/ adjective weakening, or becoming closer to death
failure to thrive /feljə tə θrav/ noun
same as marasmus
faint /fent/ verb to stop being conscious for a
short time and, usually, fall down 쐽 noun a loss
of consciousness for a short period, caused by
a temporary reduction in the blood flow to the
brain
fainting fit / fentŋ ft/, fainting spell /
fentŋ spel/ noun same as syncope 쑗 She
often had fainting fits when she was dieting.
Fairbanks’ splint / feəbŋks splnt/ noun
a special splint used for correcting Erb’s palsy
faith healing / feθ hi lŋ/ noun the treatment of pain or illness by a person who prays
and may also lay his or her hands on the patient
falciform / flsfɔ m/ adjective in the shape
of a sickle
falciform ligament /flsfɔ m l&əmənt/
noun a piece of tissue which separates the two
lobes of the liver and attaches it to the diaphragm
fall /fɔ l/ verb 왍 to fall pregnant, to fall for a
baby to become pregnant
fall asleep /fɔ l ə sli p/ verb to go to sleep
fallen arches /fɔ lən ɑ tʃz/ plural noun a
condition in which the arches in the sole of the
foot are not high
fall ill /fɔ l l/ verb to get ill or to start to have
an illness 쑗 He fell ill while on holiday and
had to be flown home.
Fallopian tube /fə ləυpiən tju b/ noun one
of two tubes which connect the ovaries to the
failing



failure to thrive



faint

fainting fit





Fairbanks’ splint



faith healing



falciform



falciform ligament



fall

fall asleep





fallen arches



fall ill



Fallopian tube



family therapy

uterus. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(FEMALE) in Supplement. Also called oviduct,
salpinx (NOTE: For other terms referring to Fallopian tubes, see words beginning with salping, salpingo-.) [Described 1561. After Gabriele
Fallopio (1523–63), Italian man of medicine. He
was Professor of Surgery and Anatomy at Padua, where he was also Professor of Botany.]
COMMENT: Once a month, ova (unfertilised
eggs) leave the ovaries and move down the
Fallopian tubes to the uterus. At the point
where the Fallopian tubes join the uterus an
ovum may be fertilised by a sperm cell. Sometimes fertilisation and development of the embryo take place in the Fallopian tube itself.
This is called an ectopic pregnancy, and can
be life-threatening if not detected early.
Fallot’s tetralogy /fləυz te trlədi/
noun same as tetralogy of Fallot [Described
1888. After Etienne-Louis Arthur Fallot (1850–
1911), Professor of Hygiene and Legal Medicine
at Marseilles, France.]
false /fɔ ls/ adjective not true or not real
false pains /fɔ ls penz/ plural noun pains
Fallot’s tetralogy





false

false pains



which appear to be labour pains but are not
false pregnancy /fɔ ls pre&nənsi/ noun a
condition in which a woman believes wrongly
that she is pregnant and displays symptoms
and signs of pregnancy
false rib /fɔ ls rbz/ noun one of the bottom
five ribs on each side which are not directly attached to the breastbone
false teeth /fɔ ls ti θ/ plural noun dentures,
artificial teeth made of plastic, which fit in the
mouth and take the place of teeth which have
been extracted
false vocal cords /fɔ ls vəυk(ə)l kɔ dz/
plural noun same as vestibular folds
falx /flks/, falx cerebri /flks serəbri/
noun a fold of the dura mater between the two
hemispheres of the cerebrum
familial /fə mliəl/ adjective referring to a
family
familial adenomatous polyposis /fəm
liəl dənɒmətəs pɒl pəυss/ noun a hereditary disorder where polyps develop in the
small intestine. Abbr FAP
familial disorder /fəmliəl ds ɔ də/ noun a
hereditary disorder which affects several
members of the same family
family / fm(ə)li/ noun a group of people
who are related to each other, especially mother, father and children
family doctor /fm(ə)li dɒktə/ noun a
general practitioner
family planning /fm(ə)li plnŋ/ noun
the use of contraception to control the number
of children in a family
family planning clinic /fm(ə)li plnŋ
klnk/ noun a clinic which gives advice on
contraception
family therapy /fm(ə)li θerəpi/ noun a
type of psychotherapy where members of the
false pregnancy



false rib



false teeth



false vocal cords



falx



familial



familial adenomatous polyposis







familial disorder





family



family doctor



family planning



family planning clinic



family therapy
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family of a person with a disorder meet a therapist to discuss the condition and try to come
to terms with it
famotidine /fə mɒtdi n/ noun a histamine
which reduces the secretion of gastric acid and
is used to treat ulcers
Fanconi syndrome /fn kəυni sndrəυm/
noun a kidney disorder where amino acids are
present in the urine [Described 1927. After Guifamotidine



Fanconi syndrome



do Fanconi (b.1892), Professor of Paediatrics at
the University of Zurich, Switzerland.]
fantasise / fntəsaz/, fantasize verb to imfantasise



agine that things have happened
fantasy / fntəsi/ noun a series of imaginary
events which someone believes really took
place
FAP abbr familial adenomatous polyposis
farcy / fɑ si/ noun a form of glanders which
affects the lymph nodes
farinaceous /fr neʃəs/ adjective referring to flour, or containing starch
farmer’s lung /fɑ məz l"ŋ/ noun a type of
asthma caused by an allergy to rotting hay
FAS abbr fetal alcohol syndrome
fascia / feʃə/ noun fibrous tissue covering a
muscle or an organ (NOTE: The plural is fascifantasy



FAP

farcy



farinaceous





farmer’s lung



FAS

fascia



fatal



bee stings are rarely fatal.
fatality /fə tlti/ noun a death as the result of
something other than natural causes 쑗 There
were three fatalities during the flooding.
fatally / fet(ə)li/ adverb in a way which causes death 쑗 His heart was fatally weakened by
the lung disease.
father / fɑ ðə/ noun a biological or adoptive
male parent
fatigue /fə ti &/ noun very great tiredness 쐽
verb to tire someone out 쑗 He was fatigued by
the hard work.
fatigue fracture /fə ti & frktʃə/ noun 쏡
fatality



fatally



father



fatigue



ae.)

fascia lata /feʃə ltə/ noun a wide sheet of
tissue covering the thigh muscles
fasciculation /fə skjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun small
muscle movements which appear as trembling
skin
fasciculus /fə skjυləs/ noun a bundle of
nerve fibres (NOTE: The plural is fasciculi.)
fasciitis /fʃi ats/ noun an inflammation
of the connective tissue between muscles or
around organs
fascioliasis /fəsiə laəss/ noun a disease
caused by parasitic liver flukes
Fasciolopsis /fsiəυ lɒpss/ noun a type
of liver fluke, often found in the Far East,
which is transmitted to humans through contaminated waterplants
fast /fɑ st/ noun a period of going without
food, e.g. to lose weight or for religious reasons 쐽 verb to go without food 쑗 The patient
should fast from midnight of the night before
an operation.
fastigium /f stdiəm/ noun the highest
temperature during a bout of fever
fat /ft/ adjective big and round in the body 쑗
You ought to eat less – you’re getting too fat.
(NOTE: fatter – fattest) 쐽 noun 1. a white oily
substance in the body, which stores energy and
protects the body against cold 2. a type of food
which supplies protein and Vitamins A and D,
especially that part of meat which is white, and
solid substances like lard or butter produced
from animals and used for cooking, or liquid
substances like oil 쑗 If you don’t like the fat on
the meat, cut it off. 쑗 Fry the eggs in some fat.
fascia lata



fasciculation





fasciculus



fasciitis





fascioliasis





Fasciolopsis



fast

fastigium



fat

(NOTE: Fat has no plural when it means the substance; the plural fats is used to mean different
types of fat. For other terms referring to fats, see
also lipid and words beginning with steato-.)
COMMENT: Fat is a necessary part of the diet
because of the vitamins and energy-giving
calories which it contains. Fat in the diet
comes from either animal fats or vegetable
fats. Animal fats such as butter, fat meat or
cream, are saturated fatty acids. It is believed
that the intake of unsaturated and polyunsaturated fats, mainly vegetable fats and oils,
and fish oil, in the diet, rather than animal fats,
helps keep down the level of cholesterol in the
blood and so lessens the risk of atherosclerosis. A low-fat diet does not always help to reduce body weight.
fatal / fet(ə)l/ adjective causing or resulting
in death 쑗 He had a fatal accident. 쑗 Cases of



fatigue fracture



stress fracture
fat-soluble /ft sɒljυb(ə)l/ adjective able
to dissolve in fat 쑗 Vitamin D is fat-soluble.
fatty / fti/ adjective containing fat
fatty acid /fti sd/ noun an organic acid
fat-soluble



fatty



fatty acid



belonging to a group that occurs naturally as
fats, oils and waxes. 쒁 essential fatty acid
fatty degeneration /fti ddenə reʃ(ə)n/
noun same as adipose degeneration
fauces / fɔ si z/ noun an opening between
the tonsils at the back of the throat, leading to
the pharynx
favism / fevz(ə)m/ noun a type of inherited
anaemia caused by an allergy to beans
favus / fevəs/ noun a highly contagious type
of ringworm caused by a fungus which attacks
the scalp
FDA abbr US Food and Drug Administration
fear /fə/ noun a state where a person is afraid
of something 쑗 fear of flying
febricula /fe brkjυlə/ noun a low fever
febrifuge / febrfju d/ noun a drug which
prevents or lowers a fever, e.g. aspirin 쐽 adjective preventing or lowering fever
febrile / fi bral/ adjective referring to a fever,
or caused by a fever
febrile convulsion /fi bral kən v"lʃ(ə)n/
noun a convulsion in a child, lasting a short
time, associated with a fever
febrile disease / fi bral dzi z/ noun a disease which is accompanied by fever
fatty degeneration







fauces



favism



favus



FDA

fear

febricula



febrifuge



febrile



febrile convulsion





febrile disease
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fecal / fi k(ə)l/ adjective US same as faecal
fecundation /fekən deʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of bringing male and female reproductive matter together. Also called fertilisation
feeble / fi b(ə)l/ adjective very weak
feed /fi d/ verb to give food to someone 쑗 He
has to be fed with a spoon. 쑗 The baby has
reached the stage when she can feed herself.
fecal



fecundation





feeble



feed

(NOTE: feeding – fed)
feed back /fi d bk/ verb to give informafeed back



tion or comments on something that has been
done 쑗 The patients’ responses were fed back
to the students.
feedback / fi dbk/ noun 1. information or
comments about something which has been
done 쑗 The initial feedback from patients on
the new service was encouraging. 2. the linking of the result of an action back to the action
itself
feeding / fi dŋ/ noun the action of giving
someone something to eat. 쒁 breast feeding,
feedback



feeding



bottle feeding, intravenous feeding
feeding cup / fi dŋ k"p/ noun a special cup
feeding cup



with a spout, used for feeding people who cannot feed themselves
feel /fi l/ verb 1. to touch someone or something, usually with your fingers 쑗 The midwife
felt the abdomen gently. 왍 to feel someone’s
pulse to establish someone’s pulse rate, usually by holding the inner wrist 2. to give a sensation 쑗 My skin feels hot and itchy. 3. to have a
sensation 쑗 When she got the results of her
test, she felt relieved. 쑗 He felt ill after eating
the fish. 4. to believe or think something 쑗 The
doctor feels the patient is well enough to be
moved out of intensive care. (NOTE: feeling –
feel

fermentation

female sex hormone /fi mel seks
hɔ məυn/ noun same as oestrogen
feminisation /femna zeʃ(ə)n/, feminization noun the development of female characteristics in a male
femora / femərə/ plural of femur
femoral / femərəl/ adjective referring to the
femur or to the thigh
femoral artery /femərəl ɑ təri/ noun a
continuation of the external iliac artery, which
runs down the front of the thigh and then
crosses to the back of the thigh
femoral canal /femərəl kə nl/ noun the
inner tube of the sheath surrounding the femoral artery and vein
femoral head /femərəl hed/ noun the head
of the femur, the rounded projecting end part
of the thigh bone which joins the acetabulum
at the hip
femoral hernia /femərəl h! niə/ noun a
hernia of the bowel at the top of the thigh
femoral neck /femərəl nek/ noun the narrow part between the head and the diaphysis of
the femur. Also called neck of the femur
femoral nerve / femərəl n! v/ noun a nerve
which governs the muscle at the front of the
thigh
femoral pulse /femərəl p"ls/ noun a pulse
taken in the groin
femoral triangle /femərəl traŋ&əl/
noun a slight hollow in the groin which contains the femoral vessels and nerve. Also
called Scarpa’s triangle
femoral vein / femərəl ven/ noun a vein
running up the upper leg, a continuation of the
popliteal vein
femoris / femərs/ noun 쏡 rectus femoris
femur / fi mə/ noun the bone in the top part of
the leg which joins the acetabulum at the hip
and the tibia at the knee. Also called thighbone. See illustration at PELVIS in Supplement
female sex hormone



feminisation





femora



femoral



femoral artery



femoral canal





femoral head



femoral hernia



femoral neck



femoral nerve



femoral pulse



femoral triangle



femoral vein



femoris

felt)



feeling / fi lŋ/ noun 1. a sensation 쑗 a prickling feeling 2. an emotional state or attitude to
something
Fehling’s solution / felŋz səlu ʃ(ə)n/
noun a solution used in Fehling’s test to detect
sugar in urine [Described 1848. After Hermann
feeling



Fehling’s solution





Christian von Fehling (1812–85), Professor of
Chemistry at Stuttgart, Germany.]
Fehling’s test / felŋz test/ noun a test for
Fehling’s test



the presence of aldehydes and sugars in a biological sample by means of Fehling’s solution
felon / felən/ noun same as whitlow
Felty’s syndrome / felti z sndrəυm/
noun a condition, associated with rheumatoid
arthritis, in which the spleen is enlarged and
the number of white blood cells increases [Defelon



Felty’s syndrome



scribed 1924. After Augustus Roi Felty (1895–
1963), physician at Hartford Hospital, Connecticut, USA.]
female condom /fi mel kɒndɒm/ noun a
female condom



rubber sheath inserted into the vagina before
intercourse, covering the walls of the vagina
and the cervix

femur



(NOTE: The plural is femora.)
-fen /fen/ suffix used in names of non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs 쑗 ibuprofen
fenestra /fə nestrə/ noun a small opening in
-fen

fenestra



the ear
fenestra ovalis /fənestrə əυ vɑ ls/ noun
same as oval window
fenestra rotunda /fənestrə rəυ t"ndə/
noun same as round window
fenestration /fenə streʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to relieve deafness by making a
small opening in the inner ear
fenoprofen /fenəυ prəυfen/ noun a nonsteroidal, anti-inflammatory drug that is used
to manage the pain of arthritis
fentanyl / fentənl/ noun a narcotic drug that
is a powerful painkiller
fermentation /f! men teʃ(ə)n/ noun a
process where carbohydrates are broken down
fenestra ovalis





fenestra rotunda





fenestration





fenoprofen





fentanyl



fermentation
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by enzymes from yeast and produce alcohol.
Also called zymosis
ferric / ferk/ adjective containing iron with a
valency of three
ferritin / fertn/ noun a protein found in the
liver that binds reversibly to iron and stores it
for later use in making haemoglobin in red
blood cells
ferrous / ferəs/ adjective containing iron with
a valency of two
ferrous sulphate /ferəs s"lfet/ noun a
white or pale green iron salt that is used in the
treatment of iron-deficient anaemia
ferrule / feru l/ noun a metal or rubber cap or
ring that strengthens and protects the lower
end of a crutch or walking stick 쐽 verb to fit a
ferrule onto a crutch or walking stick
fertile / f! tal/ adjective able to produce children. Opposite sterile
fertilisation /f! tla zeʃ(ə)n/, fertilization
noun the joining of an ovum and a sperm to
form a zygote and so start the development of
an embryo
fertilise / f! təlaz/, fertilize verb (of a sperm)
to join with an ovum
fertility /f! tlti/ noun the fact of being fertile. Opposite sterility
fertility drug /f! tlti dr"&/ noun a drug
that stimulates ovulation, given to women undergoing in vitro fertilisation
fertility rate /f! tlti ret/ noun the number
of births per year calculated per 1000 females
aged between 15 and 44
FESS abbr functional endoscopic sinus surgery
fester / festə/ verb (of an infected wound ) to
become inflamed and produce pus 쑗 His legs
were covered with festering sores.
festination /fest neʃ(ə)n/ noun a way of
walking in which a person takes short steps,
seen in people who have Parkinson’s disease
fetal / fi t(ə)l/ adjective referring to a fetus
fetal alcohol syndrome /fi t(ə)l lkəhɒl
sndrəυm/ noun damage caused to the fetus
by alcohol in the blood of the mother, which
affects the growth of the embryo, including its
facial and brain development. Abbr FAS
fetal distress /fi t(ə)l d stres/ noun a condition, e.g. a heart or respiratory problem, in
which a fetus may not survive if the condition
is not monitored and corrected
fetal dystocia /fi t(ə)l ds təυsiə/ noun a
difficult childbirth caused by a malformation
or malpresentation of the fetus
fetal heart /fi t(ə)l hɑ t/ noun the heart of
the fetus
fetalis /fi tɑ ls/ 쏡 erythroblastosis fetalis
fetal monitor /fi t(ə)l mɒntə/ noun an
electronic device which monitors the fetus in
the uterus
ferric



ferritin



ferrous



ferrous sulphate



ferrule



fertile



fertilisation





fertilise



fertility



fertility drug



fertility rate
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festination





fetal



fetal alcohol syndrome





fetal distress





fetal dystocia



fetal heart



fetalis



fetal monitor





fetal position / fi t(ə)l pəzʃ(ə)n/ noun a
position where a person lies curled up on his or
her side, like a fetus in the uterus
fetishism / fetʃz(ə)m/, fetichism noun a
psychological disorder in which someone gets
sexual satisfaction from touching objects
fetishist / fetʃst/, fetichist noun a person
who has fetishism
feto- /fi təυ/ prefix fetus
fetoprotein /fi təυ prəυti n/ noun 쏡 alphafetal position





fetishism



fetishist



feto-

fetoprotein





fetoprotein
fetor / fi tə/ noun a bad smell
fetoscope / fi təskəυp/ noun a stethoscope
fetor



fetoscope



used in fetoscopy
fetoscopy /f tɒskəpi/ noun an examination
of a fetus inside the uterus, taking blood samples to diagnose blood disorders
fetus / fi təs/ noun an unborn baby from two
months after conception until birth, before
which it is called an embryo
FEV abbr forced expiratory volume
fever / fi və/ noun 1. a rise in body temperature 쑗 She is running a slight fever. 쑗 You must
stay in bed until the fever has gone down. 2. a
condition when the temperature of the body is
higher than usual 왘 also called pyrexia
fetoscopy



fetus



FEV

fever



COMMENT: Average oral body temperature is
about 98.6°F or 37°C and rectal temperature
is about 99°F or 37.2°C. A fever often makes
the patient feel cold, and is accompanied by
pains in the joints. Most fevers are caused by
infections. Infections which result in fever include cat-scratch fever, dengue, malaria,
meningitis, psittacosis, Q fever, rheumatic fever, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, scarlet fever, septicaemia, typhoid fever, typhus and
yellow fever.
fever blister / fi və blstə/ noun same as fever sore
feverfew / fi vəfju / noun a herb, formerly
fever blister



feverfew



used to reduce fevers, but now used to relieve
migraine
feverish / fi vərʃ/ adjective with a fever 쑗
He felt feverish and took an aspirin. 쑗 She is
in bed with a feverish chill.
fever sore / fi və sɔ / noun a cold sore or
burning sore, usually on the lips
fiber / fabə/ noun US same as fibre
fibr- /fabr/ prefix referring to fibres, fibrous
feverish



fever sore



fiber



fibr-

(used before vowels)
-fibrate /fabret/ suffix used in names of lip-fibrate

id-lowering drugs
fibre / fabə/ noun 1. a structure in the body
shaped like a thread 2. same as dietary fibre
fibre optics /fabər ɒptks/, fibreoptics
noun the use of thin fibres which conduct light
and images to examine internal organs
fibrescope / fabəskəυp/ noun a device
made of bundles of optical fibres which is
passed into the body, used for examining internal organs
fibril / fabrl/ noun a very small fibre
fibre



fibre optics



fibrescope



fibril
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fibrillate / fabrlet/ verb to undergo rapid
irregular uncontrolled contractions, or make
the heart or muscles undergo this type of contraction
fibrillating / fabrletŋ/ adjective with fluttering of a muscle 쑗 They applied a defibrillator to correct a fibrillating heartbeat.
fibrillation /fabr leʃ(ə)n/ noun the fluttering of a muscle
fibrillate



fibrillating



fibrillation





‘Cardiovascular effects may include atrial arrhythmias but at 30°C there is the possibility of spontaneous ventricular fibrillation’ [British Journal of
Nursing]
fibrin / fbrn/ noun a protein produced by fifibrin



brinogen, which helps make blood coagulate

Removal of fibrin from a blood
sample is called defibrination.
fibrin foam / fbrn fəυm/ noun a white mafibrin foam



terial made artificially from fibrinogen, used
to prevent bleeding
fibrinogen /f brnədən/ noun a substance
in blood plasma which produces fibrin when
activated by thrombin
fibrinolysin /fbr nɒləsn/ noun an enzyme
which digests fibrin. Also called plasmin
fibrinolysis /fbr nɒləss/ noun the removal of blood clots from the system by the action
of fibrinolysin on fibrin. Also called thrombolfibrinogen



fibrinolysin



fibrinolysis





ysis

fibrinolytic /fbrnə ltk/ adjective referring to fibrinolysis 쑗 fibrinolytic drugs Also
called thrombolytic
fibro- /fabrəυ/ prefix referring to fibres
fibroadenoma /fabrəυd nəυmə/ noun
a benign tumour formed of fibrous and glandular tissue
fibroblast / fabrəυblst/ noun a long flat
cell found in connective tissue, which develops into collagen
fibrocartilage /fabrəυ kɑ təld/ noun
cartilage and fibrous tissue combined
fibrinolytic





fibro-

fibroadenoma







fibroblast



fibrocartilage





COMMENT:

Fibrocartilage is found in the discs
of the spine. It is elastic like cartilage and pliable like fibre.
fibrochondritis /fabrəυkɒn drats/ noun
fibrochondritis





inflammation of the fibrocartilage
fibrocyst / fabrəυsst/ noun a benign tumour of fibrous tissue
fibrocystic /fabrəυ sstk/ adjective referring to a fibrocyst
fibrocystic disease /fabrəυ sstk d
zi z/, fibrocystic disease of the pancreas /
fabrəυsstk dzi z əv ðə pŋkriəs/
noun same as cystic fibrosis
fibrocyte / fabrəυsat/ noun a cell which
derives from a fibroblast and is found in connective tissue
fibroelastosis /fabrəυi l stəυss/ noun
a deformed growth of the elastic fibres, especially in the ventricles of the heart
fibroid / fabrɔd/ adjective like fibre 쐽 noun
same as fibroid tumour
fibrocyst



fibrocystic





fibrocystic disease













fibrocyte



fibroelastosis



fibroid













fibroid tumour



fibroma



fibromuscular





fibromyoma





fibroplasia



COMMENT:



filament

fibroid degeneration /fabrɔd ddenə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun the change of healthy tissue to
fibrous tissue, e.g. as in cirrhosis of the liver
fibroid tumour /fabrɔd tju mə/ noun a
benign tumour in the muscle fibres of the uterus. Also called uterine fibroid, fibromyoma
fibroma /fa brəυmə/ noun a small benign
tumour formed in connective tissue
fibromuscular /fabrəυ m"skjυlə/ adjective referring to fibrous tissue and muscular tissue
fibromyoma /fabrəυma əυmə/ noun
same as fibroid tumour
fibroplasia /fabrəυ pleziə/ noun 쏡 retrofibroid degeneration



lental fibroplasia
fibrosa /fa brəυsə/ 쏡 osteitis fibrosa cystica
fibrosarcoma /fabrəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun a
fibrosa



fibrosarcoma





malignant tumour of the connective tissue,
most common in the legs
fibrosis /fa brəυss/ noun the process of replacing damaged tissue by scar tissue
fibrositis /fabrə sats/ noun a painful inflammation of the fibrous tissue which surrounds muscles and joints, especially the muscles of the back
fibrous / fabrəs/ adjective made of fibres, or
like fibre
fibrous capsule /fabrəs kpsju l/ noun
fibrous tissue surrounding a kidney. Also
called renal capsule
fibrous joint / fabrəs dɔnt/ noun a joint
where fibrous tissue holds two bones together
so that they cannot move, as in the bones of the
skull
fibrous pericardium /fabrəs per
kɑ diəm/ noun the outer part of the pericardium which surrounds the heart, and is attached to the main blood vessels
fibrous tissue /fabrəs tʃu / noun strong
white tissue which makes tendons and ligaments and also scar tissue
fibula / fbjυlə/ noun the thinner of the two
bones in the lower leg between the knee and
the ankle. Compare tibia (NOTE: The plural is
fibrosis



fibrositis





fibrous



fibrous capsule



fibrous joint



fibrous pericardium





fibrous tissue



fibula



fibulae.)

fibular / fbjυlə/ adjective referring to the fibula
field /fi ld/ noun an area of interest 쑗 He specialises in the field of community medicine. 쑗
Don’t see that specialist with your breathing
problems – his field is obstetrics.
field of vision /fi ld əv v(ə)n/ noun same
as visual field
fight or flight reaction /fat ɔ flat ri
kʃən/ noun the theory that an organism
which is faced with a threat reacts either by
preparing to fight or to escape
fil- /fl/ prefix referring to a thread
filament / fləmənt/ noun a long thin structure like a thread
fibular



field

field of vision



fight or flight reaction



fil-

filament
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filamentous /flə mentəs/ adjective like a
thread
Filaria /f leəriə/ noun a thin parasitic worm
which is found especially in the lymph system,
and is passed to humans by mosquitoes (NOTE:
filamentous





Filaria



The plural is Filariae.)
COMMENT: Infestation with Filariae in the
lymph system causes elephantiasis.
filariasis /flə raəss/ noun a tropical disfilariasis





ease caused by parasitic threadworms in the
lymph system, transmitted by mosquito bites
filiform / flfɔ m/ adjective shaped like a
thread
filiform papillae /flfɔ m pə pli / plural
noun papillae on the tongue which are shaped
like threads, and have no taste buds
filipuncture / flp"ŋktʃə/ noun the procedure of putting a wire into an aneurysm to
cause blood clotting
fill /fl/ verb 왍 to fill a tooth to put metal into
a hole in a tooth after it has been drilled
filling / flŋ/ noun 1. a surgical operation carried out by a dentist to fill a hole in a tooth with
amalgam 2. amalgam, metallic mixture put
into a hole in a tooth by a dentist
film /flm/ noun a very thin layer of a substance covering a surface
filter / fltə/ noun a piece of paper or cloth
through which a liquid is passed to remove any
solid substances in it 쐽 verb to pass a liquid
through a membrane, piece of paper or cloth to
remove solid substances 쑗 Impurities are filtered from the blood by the kidneys.
filtrate / fltret/ noun a substance which has
passed through a filter
filtration /fl treʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of
passing a liquid through a filter
filum / faləm/ noun a structure which is
shaped like a thread
filum terminale /faləm t! m neli/ noun
the thin end section of the pia mater in the spinal cord
FIM abbr functional independence measure
fimbria / fmbriə/ noun a fringe, especially
the fringe of hair-like processes at the end of a
Fallopian tube near the ovaries (NOTE: The plufiliform



filiform papillae





filipuncture



fill

filling



film

filter



filtrate



filtration



filum



filum terminale





FIM

fimbria



ral is fimbriae.)

final common pathway /fan(ə)l kɒmən
pɑ θwe/ noun linked neurones which take all
impulses from the central nervous system to a
muscle
fine /fan/ adjective 1. healthy 쑗 He was ill
last week, but he’s feeling fine now. 2. referring
to something such as hair or thread which is
very thin 쑗 There is a growth of fine hair on
the back of her neck. 쑗 Fine sutures are used
for delicate operations.
finger / fŋ&ə/ noun one of the five parts at the
end of the hand, but usually not including the
thumb (NOTE: The names of the fingers are: litfinal common pathway



fine

finger



tle finger, third finger or ring finger, middle
finger, forefinger or index finger.)
COMMENT: Each finger is formed of three finger bones (the phalanges), but the thumb
has only two.
fingernail / fŋ&ənel/ noun a hard thin
growth covering the end of a finger 쑗 ridged
fingernail



and damaged fingernails
finger-nose test /fŋ&ə nəυz test/ noun a
test of coordination, where the person is asked
to close their eyes, stretch out their arm and
then touch their nose with their index finger
fingerprint / fŋ&əprnt/ noun a mark left by
a finger when something is touched. 쒁 genetic
fingerstall / fŋ&əstɔ l/ noun a cover for an
infected finger, attached to the hand with
strings
fireman’s lift /faəmənz lft/ noun a way of
carrying an injured person by putting their
body over one shoulder
firm /f! m/ noun a group of doctors and consultants in a hospital, especially one to which
a trainee doctor is attached during clinical
studies (informal )
first aid /f! st ed/ noun help given by a
non-medical person to someone who is suddenly ill or injured before full-scale medical
treatment can be given 쑗 She gave him first aid
in the street until the ambulance arrived.
first-aider /f! st edə/ noun a person who
gives first aid to someone who is suddenly ill
or injured
first-aid kit /f! st ed kt/ noun a box with
bandages and dressings kept ready to be used
in an emergency
first-aid post /f! st ed pəυst/, first-aid
station /f! st ed steʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
where injured people can be taken for immediate care
first-degree burn /f! st d&ri b! n/ noun
a former classification of the severity of a
burn, where the skin turns red
first-degree haemorrhoids /f! st d&ri
hemərɔdz/ plural noun haemorrhoids which
remain in the rectum
first-degree
relative /f! st d &ri
relətv/ noun a relative with whom an individual shares 50% of their genes, e.g. a father,
mother, sibling or child
first-ever stroke /f! st evə strəυk/ noun
a stroke which someone has for the first time
in his or her life
first intention /f! st n tenʃən/ noun the
healing of a clean wound where the tissue
forms again rapidly and no prominent scar is
left
first-level nurse /f! st lev(ə)l n! s/, firstlevel Registered Nurse /f! st lev(ə)l red
stəd n! s/ noun a nurse who has passed qualifying examinations, is registered as such with
the Nursing and Midwifery Council and can
finger-nose test



fingerprint



fingerstall



fireman’s lift



firm

first aid



first-aider



first-aid kit



first-aid post





first-degree burn





first-degree haemorrhoids





first-degree relative



first-ever stroke



first intention



first-level nurse
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act in an independent decision-making role.
Compare second-level nurse
fissile / fsal/ adjective able to split or be
split
fission / fʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of dividing into
two or more parts
fissure / fʃə/ noun a crack or groove in the
skin, tissue or an organ 왍 horizontal and oblique fissures grooves between the lobes of
the lungs. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
fist /fst/ noun a hand which is tightly closed
fistula / fstjυlə/ noun a passage or opening
which has been made unusually between two
organs, often near the rectum or anus
fistula in ano /fstjυlə n nəυ/ noun
same as anal fistula
fit /ft/ adjective strong and physically healthy
쑗 She exercises every day to keep fit. 쑗 The
doctors decided the patient was not fit for surgery. (NOTE: fitter – fittest) 왍 he isn’t fit
enough to work he is still too ill to work 쐽
noun a sudden attack of a disorder, especially
convulsions and epilepsy 쑗 She had a fit of
coughing. 쑗 He had an epileptic fit. 쑗 The
baby had a series of fits. 쐽 verb 1. to attach an
appliance correctly 쑗 The surgeons fitted the
artificial hand to the patient’s arm or fitted the
patient with an artificial hand. 2. to provide a
piece of equipment for someone to wear 쑗 She
was fitted with temporary support. 3. to have
convulsions 쑗 The patient has fitted twice.
fissile



fission



fissure



fist

fistula



fistula in ano



fit

(NOTE: fitting – fitted. Note also: you fit someone with an appliance.)
fitness / ftnəs/ noun the fact of being strong
and healthy 쑗 Being in the football team demands a high level of physical fitness. 쑗 He
fitness



had to pass a fitness test to join the police
force.
fixated /fk setd/ adjective referring to a
person who has too close an attachment to another person, often to a parent
fixation /fk seʃ(ə)n/ noun a psychological
disorder where a person does not develop beyond a particular stage
fixative / fksətv/ noun a chemical used in
the preparation of samples on slides
fixator /fk setə/ noun a metal rod placed
through a bone to keep a part of the body rigid
fixed oil /fkst ɔl/ noun 1. an oil which is
liquid at 20°C 2. liquid fats, especially those
used as food
flab /flb/ noun soft fat flesh (informal ) 쑗
He’s doing exercises to try to fight the flab.
flabby / flbi/ adjective with soft flesh 쑗 She
has got flabby from sitting at her desk all day.
flaccid / flksd, flsd/ adjective soft or
flabby
flaccidity /flk sdti, fl sdti/ noun the
state of being flaccid
fixated



fixation



fixative



fixator



fixed oil



flab

flabby



flaccid





flaccidity





flecainide

flagellate / fldələt/ noun a type of parasitic protozoan which uses whip-like hairs to
swim, e.g. Leishmania
flagellum /flə deləm/ noun a tiny growth on
a microorganism, shaped like a whip (NOTE:
flagellate



flagellum



The plural is flagella.)
Flagyl / fldal/ a trade name for metroniFlagyl



dazole
flail /flel/ verb to thrash around with uncontrollable or violent movements, particularly of
the arms
flail chest / flel tʃest/ noun a condition in
which the chest is not stable, because several
ribs have been broken
flake /flek/ noun a thin piece of tissue 쑗 Dandruff is formed of flakes of dead skin on the
scalp.
flake fracture / flek frktʃə/ noun a fracture where thin pieces of bone come off
flake off /flek ɒf/ verb to fall off as flakes
flap /flp/ noun a flat piece attached to something, especially a piece of skin or tissue still
attached to the body at one side and used in
grafts
flare /fleə/ noun red colouring of the skin at an
infected spot or in urticaria
flashback / flʃbk/ noun a repeated and
very vivid memory of a traumatic event
flash burn / flʃ b! n/ noun a burn caused
when a body part is briefly exposed to a source
of intense heat
flat foot /flt fυt/, flat feet /flt fi t/ noun
a condition in which the soles of the feet lie flat
on the ground instead of being arched as usual.
Also called pes planus
flatline / fltlan/ verb to fail to show on a
monitor any of the electrical currents associated with heart or brain activity 쐽 noun a monitor readout on an EEG or ECG indicating total
cessation of brain or cardiac activity, respectively
flatulence / fltjυləns/ noun gas or air
which collects in the stomach or intestines
causing discomfort
flail

flail chest



flake

flake fracture



flake off



flap

flare

flashback



flash burn



flat foot





flatline



flatulence



COMMENT: Flatulence is generally caused by
indigestion, but can be made worse if the person swallows air (aerophagy).
flatulent / fltjυlənt/ adjective having flatuflatulent



lence, or caused by flatulence
flatus / fletəs/ noun air and gas which collects in the intestines and is painful
flatworm / fltw! m/ noun any of several
types of parasitic worm with a flat body, e.g. a
tapeworm. Compare roundworm
flea /fli / noun a tiny insect which sucks blood
and is a parasite on animals and humans
flatus



flatworm



flea

COMMENT: Fleas can transmit disease, most
especially bubonic plague which is transmitted by infected rat fleas.
flecainide /fle kenad/ noun a drug that
flecainide



helps to correct an irregular heartbeat
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flesh /fleʃ/ noun tissue containing blood,
forming the part of the body which is not skin,
bone or organs
flesh wound / fleʃ wu nd/ noun a wound
which only affects the fleshy part of the body
쑗 She had a flesh wound in her leg.
fleshy / fleʃi/ adjective 1. made of flesh 2. fat
flex /fleks/ verb to bend something 왍 to flex a
joint to use a muscle to make a joint bend
flexibilitas cerea /fleksbltəs səriə/
noun a condition in which, if someone’s arms
or legs are moved, they remain in that set position for some time
flexion / flekʃən/ noun the act of bending a
joint
Flexner’s bacillus /fleksnəz bə sləs/
noun a bacterium which causes bacillary dysentery
flexor / fleksə/, flexor muscle / fleksə
m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle which makes a joint
bend. Compare extensor
flexure / flekʃə/ noun 1. a bend in an organ 2.
a fold in the skin
floaters / fləυtəz/ plural noun same as musflesh

flesh wound



fleshy



flex

flexibilitas cerea



flexion



Flexner’s bacillus





flexor





flexure



floaters



cae volitantes

floating kidney /fləυtŋ kdni/ noun same
as nephroptosis
floating rib /fləυtŋ rb/ noun one of the
two lowest ribs on each side, which are not attached to the breastbone
floccillation /flɒks leʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of constantly touching the bedclothes, a
sign that someone is approaching death
floccitation /flɒks teʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
floating kidney



floating rib



floccillation





floccitation





carphology
flooding / fl"dŋ/ noun same as menorrhagia
floppy baby syndrome /flɒpi bebi sn
drəυm/ noun same as amyotonia congenita
flora / flɔ rə/ noun bacteria which exist in a
flooding



floppy baby syndrome



flora



particular part of the body
florid / flɒrd/ adjective with an unhealthily
glowing pink or red complexion
floss /flɒs/ noun same as dental floss 쐽 verb
to clean the teeth with dental floss
flow /fləυ/ noun 1. a movement of liquid or
gas 쑗 They used a tourniquet to try to stop the
flow of blood. 2. the amount of liquid or gas
which is moving 쑗 The meter measures the
flow of water through the pipe.
flowmeter / fləυmi tə/ noun a meter attached to a pipe, e.g. as in anaesthetic equipment, to measure the speed at which a liquid or
gas moves in the pipe
flu /flu / noun 1. same as influenza 2. a very
bad cold (informal ) (NOTE: Sometimes written
florid



floss

flow

flowmeter



flu

’flu to show it is a short form of influenza.)
flucloxacillin /flu klɒksəsln/ noun a drug
flucloxacillin



related to penicillin and effective against streptococcal infections and pneumonia

fluconazole /flu kɒnəzəυl/ noun a drug
used to treat fungal infections such as candidiasis
fluctuation /fl"ktʃu eʃ(ə)n/ noun the feeling of movement of liquid inside part of the
body or inside a cyst when pressed by the fingers
fluid / flu d/ noun 1. a liquid 2. any gas, liquid or powder which flows
fluid balance / flu d bləns/ noun the
maintenance of the balance of fluids in the
body during dialysis or other treatment
fluke /flu k/ noun a parasitic flatworm which
settles inside the liver, in the bloodstream and
in other parts of the body
flunitrazepam /flu na trzpm/ noun a
tranquilliser that, because of its association
with ‘date rape’ cases, is a controlled drug in
the UK
fluorescence /flυə res(ə)ns/ noun the sending out of light from a substance which is receiving radiation
fluorescent /flυə res(ə)nt/ adjective referring to a substance which sends out light
fluoridate / flɔ rdet/ verb to add fluoride to
a substance, usually to drinking water, in order
to help prevent tooth decay
fluoride / flυərad/ noun a chemical compound of fluorine and sodium, potassium or tin
쑗 fluoride toothpaste
fluconazole



fluctuation





fluid



fluid balance



fluke

flunitrazepam





fluorescence



fluorescent



fluoridate



fluoride



COMMENT: Fluoride will reduce decay in teeth
and is often added to drinking water or to
toothpaste. Some people object to fluoridation
and it is thought that too high a concentration,
such as that achieved by highly fluoridated
water and the use of a highly fluoridated toothpaste, may discolour the teeth of children.
fluorine / flυəri n/ noun a chemical element
found in bones and teeth (NOTE: The chemical
symbol is F.)
fluoroscope / flυərəskəυp/ noun an apparafluorine



fluoroscope



tus which projects an X-ray image of a part of
the body onto a screen, so that the part of the
body can be examined as it moves
fluoroscopy /flυə rɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the body using X-rays projected onto
a screen
fluorosis /flɔ rəυss/ noun a condition
caused by excessive fluoride in drinking water
fluoroscopy



fluorosis



COMMENT: At a low level, fluorosis causes discoloration of the teeth, and as the level of fluoride rises, ligaments can become calcified.
fluoxetine /flu ɒksəti n/ noun a drug that
fluoxetine



increases serotonin in the brain and is used to
treat anxiety and depression
flush /fl"ʃ/ noun a red colour in the skin 쐽
verb 1. to wash a wound with liquid 2. (of person) to turn red
flushed /fl"ʃt/ adjective with red skin, e.g.
due to heat, emotion or overeating 쑗 Her face
was flushed and she was breathing heavily.
flutter / fl"tə/, fluttering / fl"tərŋ/ noun a
rapid movement, especially of the atria of the
flush

flushed

flutter
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heart, which is not controlled by impulses
from the sinoatrial node
flux /fl"ks/ noun an excessive production of
liquid from the body
focal / fəυk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a focus
focal distance /fəυk(ə)l dstəns/, focal
length /fəυk(ə)l leŋθ/ noun the distance between the lens of the eye and the point behind
the lens where light is focused
focal epilepsy /fəυk(ə)l eplepsi/ noun epilepsy arising from a localised area of the brain
focal myopathy /fəυk(ə)l ma ɒpəθi/ noun
destruction of muscle tissue caused by a substance injected in an intramuscular injection
focus / fəυkəs/ noun 1. the point where light
rays converge through a lens 2. the centre of an
infection (NOTE: The plural is foci.) 쐽 verb 1. to
adjust a lens until an image is clear and sharp
2. to see clearly 쑗 He has difficulty in focusing
on the object.
focus group / fəυkəs &ru p/ noun a discussion group of lay people brought together under professional guidance to discuss issues
such as care
foetal / fi t(ə)l/ adjective another spelling of
flux

focal



focal distance





focal epilepsy



focal myopathy





focus



focus group



foetal



fetal (NOTE: The spelling foetal is common in
general use in British English, but the spelling
fetal is the accepted international spelling for
technical use.)
foetor / fi tə/ noun another spelling of fetor
foetoscope / fi təskəυp/ noun another
spelling of fetoscope
foetoscopy /f tɒskəpi/ noun another spelling of fetoscopy
foetus / fi təs/ noun another spelling of fetus
(NOTE: The spelling foetus is common in general
use in British English, but the spelling fetus is
the accepted international spelling for technical
use.)
folacin / fəυləsn/ noun same as folic acid
fold /fəυld/ noun a part of the body which is
foetor



foetoscope



foetoscopy



foetus



folacin



fold

bent so that it lies on top of another part
folic acid /fəυlk sd/ noun a vitamin in
the Vitamin B complex found in milk, liver,
yeast and green vegetables such as spinach,
which is essential for creating new blood cells
folic acid



COMMENT: Lack of folic acid can cause anaemia and neural tube disorders in the developing fetus. It can also be caused by alcoholism.
folie à deux /fɒli  d! / noun a rare condifolie à deux



tion where a psychological disorder is communicated between two people who live together
follicle / fɒlk(ə)l/ noun a tiny hole or sac in
the body
follicle



COMMENT: An ovarian follicle goes through
several stages in its development. The first
stage is called a primordial follicle, which then
develops into a primary follicle and becomes
a mature follicle by the sixth day of the period.
This follicle secretes oestrogen until the ovum
has developed to the point when it can break
out, leaving the corpus luteum behind.

footpump

follicle-stimulating hormone /fɒlk(ə)l
stmjυletŋ hɔ məυn/ noun a hormone
produced by the pituitary gland which stimulates ova in the ovaries and sperm in the testes.
Abbr FSH
follicular /fə lkjυlə/, folliculate /fə
lkjυlət/ adjective referring to follicles
follicular tumour /fəlkjυlə tju mə/ noun
a tumour in a follicle
folliculin /fə lkjυln/ noun an oestrone, a
type of oestrogen 쑗 She is undergoing folliculin treatment.
folliculitis /fə lkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the hair follicles, especially where hair
has been shaved
follow / fɒləυ/, follow up /fɒləυ "p/ verb to
check on someone who has been examined before in order to assess the progress of a disease
or the results of treatment
follow-up / fɒləυ "p/ noun a check on someone who has been examined before
follicle-stimulating hormone



follicular





follicular tumour



folliculin



folliculitis





follow





follow-up



‘…length of follow-ups varied from three to 108
months. Thirteen patients were followed for less
than one year, but the remainder were seen regularly
for periods from one to nine years’ [New
Zealand Medical Journal]
fomentation /fəυmen teʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as poultice
fomites / fəυmti z/ plural noun objects
fomentation





fomites



touched by someone with a communicable
disease which can then be the means of passing on the disease to others
fontanelle /fɒntə nel/, fontanel noun the
soft cartilage between the bony sections of a
baby’s skull
fontanelle





COMMENT: The fontanelles gradually harden
over a period of months and by the age of 18
months the bones of the baby’s skull are usually solid.
food allergen / fu d ləden/ noun a subfood allergen



stance in food which produces an allergy
food allergy /fu d lədi/ noun an allergy
to a specific food such as nuts, which causes a
severe reaction that may lead to life-threatening anaphylactic shock
food canal / fu d kənl/ noun the passage
from the mouth to the rectum through which
food passes and is digested
food intolerance /fu d n tɒlərəns/ noun an
adverse reaction to some foods such as oranges, eggs, tomatoes and strawberries
food poisoning / fu d pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun an
illness caused by eating food which is contaminated with bacteria
foot /fυt/ noun the end part of the leg on which
a person stands
food allergy

food canal





food intolerance



food poisoning



foot

COMMENT: The foot is formed of 26 bones: 14
phalanges in the toes, five metatarsals in the
main part of the foot and seven tarsals in the
heel.
footpump / fυtp"mp/ noun a device to refootpump



duce the risk of post-operative deep-vein
thrombosis by mechanical use of leg muscles
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foramen /fə remən/ noun a natural opening
inside the body, e.g. the opening in a bone
through which veins or nerves pass (NOTE: The
foramen



plural is foramina.)

forensic medicine

foramen magnum /fəremən m&nəm/
noun the hole at the bottom of the skull where
the brain is joined to the spinal cord
foramen ovale /fəremən əυ vɑ le/ noun
an opening between the two parts of the heart
in a fetus
foramen magnum



foramen ovale





COMMENT:

The foramen ovale usually closes
at birth, but if it stays open the blood from the
veins can mix with the blood going to the arteries, causing cyanosis.
foramina /fə remnə/ plural of foramen
forced expiratory volume /fɔ st ek
sprət(ə)ri vɒlju m/ noun the maximum
foramina



forced expiratory volume





amount of air that can be expelled in a given
time. Abbr FEV
force-feed /fɔ s fi d/ verb to make someone
swallow food against their will, e.g. by using a
tube to put it directly down their throat
forceps / fɔ seps/ noun a surgical instrument
with handles like a pair of scissors, made in
different sizes and with differently shaped
ends, used for holding and pulling
forceps delivery / fɔ seps dlv(ə)ri/ noun
childbirth where the doctor uses forceps to
help the baby out of the mother’s uterus
fore- /fɔ / prefix in front
forearm / fɔ rɑ m/ noun the lower part of the
arm from the elbow to the wrist
forearm bones / fɔ rɑ m bəυnz/ plural noun
the ulna and the radius
forebrain / fɔ bren/ noun the front part of
the brain in an embryo
forefinger / fɔ fŋ&ə/ noun the first finger on
the hand, next to the thumb
foregut / fɔ &"t/ noun the front part of the gut
in an embryo
forehead / fɔ hed/ noun the part of the face
above the eyes
foreign / fɒrn/ adjective 1. not belonging to
your own country 쑗 foreign visitors 쑗 a foreign language 2. referring to something that is
found where it does not naturally belong, especially something found in the human body that
comes from a source outside the body 쑗 a foreign object 쑗 foreign matter
foreign body /fɒrn bɒdi/ noun a piece of
material which is not part of the surrounding
tissue and should not be there, e.g. sand in a
cut, dust in the eye or a pin which has been
swallowed 쑗 The X-ray showed the presence
of a foreign body. 왍 swallowed foreign bodies
something which should not have been swallowed, e.g. a pin, coin or button
foremilk / fɔ mlk/ noun the relatively lowfat milk with a high sugar content that is produced by a woman at the beginning of a breast
feed
force-feed



forceps



forceps delivery



fore-

forearm



forearm bones



forebrain



forefinger



foregut



forehead



foreign



foreign body



foremilk



forensic /fə rensk/ adjective relating to the
use of science in solving criminal investigations or settling legal cases
forensic medicine /fərensk med(ə)sn/
noun the branch of medical science concerned
with finding solutions to crimes against people
and which involves procedures such as conducting autopsies on murdered people or taking blood samples from clothes
foreskin / fɔ skn/ noun the skin covering the
top of the penis, which can be removed by circumcision. Also called prepuce
forewaters / fɔ wɔ təz/ plural noun fluid
which comes out of the vagina at the beginning
of childbirth when the amnion bursts
forgetful /fə &etf(ə)l/ adjective referring to
someone who often forgets things 쑗 She became very forgetful, and had to be looked after
by her sister.
forgetfulness /fə &etf(ə)lnəs/ noun a condition in which someone often forgets things 쑗
Increasing forgetfulness is a sign of old age.
form /fɔ m/ noun 1. shape 2. a piece of paper
with blank spaces which you have to write in
쑗 You have to fill in a form when you are admitted to hospital. 3. a state or condition 쑗 in
good form 왍 he’s in good form today he is
very amusing, he is doing things well 쐽 verb to
make or to be the main part of something 쑗
Calcium is one the elements which form bones
or bones are mainly formed of calcium. 쑗 An
ulcer formed in his duodenum. 쑗 In diphtheria
a membrane forms across the larynx.
formaldehyde /fɔ mldhad/ noun a gas
with an unpleasant smell that is a strong disinfectant. When dissolved in water to make formalin, it is also used to preserve medical specimens.
formalin / fɔ məln/ noun a solution of formaldehyde in water, used to preserve medical
specimens
formation /fɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of
forming something 쑗 Drinking milk helps the
formation of bones.
formication /fɔ m keʃ(ə)n/ noun an itching feeling where the skin feels as if it were
covered with insects
formula / fɔ mjυlə/ noun 1. a way of indicating a chemical compound using letters and
numbers, e.g. H2SO4 2. instructions on how to
prepare a drug 3. US powdered milk for babies
forensic







foreskin



forewaters



forgetful



forgetfulness



form

formaldehyde



formalin



formation



formication





formula



(NOTE: The plural is formulas or formulae.)
formulary / fɔ mjυləri/ noun a book that lists
formulary



medicines together with their formulae
fornix / fɔ nks/ noun an arch (NOTE: The plural is fornices.) 왍 fornix of the vagina space
between the cervix of the uterus and the vagina
fornix cerebri /fɔ nks serbra/ noun a
section of white matter in the brain between
the hippocampus and the hypothalamus. See
illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
fornix



fornix cerebri
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fortification figures /fɔ tf keʃ(ə)n
f&əz/ plural noun patterns of coloured light,
seen as part of the aura before a migraine attack occurs
foscarnet /fɒs kɑ nət/ noun an antiviral
drug administered by intravenous injection
that is effective against herpesviruses that are
resistant to acyclovir. It is especially used for
people with AIDS.
fossa / fɒsə/ noun a shallow hollow in a bone
or the skin
foster children / fɒstə tʃldrən/ plural noun
children brought up by people who are not
their own parents
foster parent / fɒstə peərənt/ noun a woman or man who brings up a child born to other
parents
Fothergill’s operation / fɒðə&lz ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct
prolapse of the uterus [After W. E. Fothergill
fortification figures





foscarnet



fossa



foster children



foster parent



Fothergill’s operation





(1865–1926), British gynaecologist.]

foundation hospital /faυndeʃ(ə)n hɒs*
pt(ə)l/ noun in the UK, a proposed type of
hospital that would be independent of its Local
Health Authority in financial matters
fourchette /fυə ʃet/ noun a fold of skin at the
back of the vulva
fovea / fəυviə/, fovea centralis /fəυviə sen
trɑ ls/ noun a depression in the retina which
is the point where the eye sees most clearly.
See illustration at EYE in Supplement
FP10 /ef pi ten/ noun in the UK, an NHS
prescription from a GP
fracture / frktʃə/ verb 1. (of bone) to break
쑗 The tibia fractured in two places. 2. to break
a bone 쑗 He fractured his wrist. 쐽 noun a
break in a bone 쑗 rib fracture or fracture of a
rib
fractured / frktʃəd/ adjective broken 쑗 He
had a fractured skull. 쑗 She went to hospital to
have her fractured leg reset.
fragile / frdal/ adjective easily broken 쑗
Elderly people’s bones are more fragile than
those of adolescents.
fragile-X syndrome /frdal eks sn
drəυm/ noun a hereditary condition in which
part of an X chromosome is constricted, causing mental impairment
fragilitas /frə dltəs/ noun fragility or brittleness
fragilitas ossium /frədltəs ɒsiəm/
noun a hereditary condition where the bones
are brittle and break easily, similar to osteogenesis imperfecta
frail /frel/ adjective weak, easily broken 쑗
Grandfather is getting frail, and we have to
look after him all the time. 쑗 The baby’s bones
are still very frail.
framboesia /frm bi ziə/ noun same as
foundation hospital



fourchette



fovea





FP10



fracture



fractured



fragile



fragile-X syndrome



fragilitas



fragilitas ossium



frail

framboesia



yaws



fresh frozen plasma

frame /frem/ noun 1. the particular size and
shape of someone’s body 2. a solid support for
something. 쒁 walking frame, Zimmer frame
framework / fremw! k/ noun the main
bones which make up the structure of part of
the body
framycetin /fr masətn/ noun an antibiotic
fraternal twins /frə t! n(ə)l twnz/ plural
noun same as dizygotic twins
freckle / frek(ə)l/ noun a harmless small
brownish patch on the skin that becomes more
noticeable after exposure to the sun. Freckles
are often found in people with fair hair. Also
called lentigo 쐽 verb to mark something, or
become marked with freckles
freckled / frek(ə)ld/ adjective with brown
spots on the skin
freeze /fri z/ verb to anaesthetise part of the
body (informal ) 쑗 They froze my big toe to remove the nail.
freeze dry /fri z dra/ verb to freeze something rapidly then dry it in a vacuum
freeze drying / fri z draŋ/ noun a method
of preserving food or tissue specimens by
freezing rapidly and drying in a vacuum
Freiberg’s disease / frab! &z dzi z/
noun osteochondritis of the head of the second
metatarsus [Described 1914. After Albert Henry
frame

framework



framycetin



fraternal twins



freckle



freckled



freeze

freeze dry



freeze drying



Freiberg’s disease





Freiberg (1869–1940), US surgeon.]
Frei test / fra test/ noun a test for the venereal disease lymphogranuloma inguinale [Described 1925. After Wilhelm Siegmund Frei
(1885–1943), Professor of Dermatology at Berlin, Germany. He settled in New York, USA.]
fremitus / fremtəs/ noun vibrations or tremFrei test



fremitus



bling in part of someone’s body, felt by the
doctor’s hand or heard through a stethoscope
French letter /frentʃ letə/ noun 쏡 condom
French letter



(informal )

frenectomy /frə nektəmi/ noun an operation
to remove a frenum
Frenkel’s exercises / frenkəlz eksəsazz/
plural noun exercises for people who have locomotor ataxia, to teach coordination of the
muscles and limbs
frenotomy /frə nɒtəmi/ noun an operation to
split a frenum
frenum / fri nəm/, frenulum / frenjυləm/
noun a fold of mucous membrane under the
tongue or by the clitoris
frequency / fri kwənsi/ noun 1. the number
of times something takes place in a given time
쑗 the frequency of micturition 2. the rate of vibration in oscillations
fresh air /freʃ eə/ noun open air 쑗 They
came out of the hospital into the fresh air.
fresh frozen plasma /freʃ frəυz(ə)n
plzmə/ noun plasma made from freshly donated blood, and kept frozen
frenectomy



Frenkel’s exercises



frenotomy



frenum





frequency



fresh air



fresh frozen plasma
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fretful / fretf(ə)l/ adjective referring to a baby
that cries, cannot sleep or seems unhappy
Freudian / frɔdiən/ adjective understandable in terms of Freud’s theories, especially
with regard to human sexuality 쐽 noun someone who is influenced by or follows Freud’s
theories or methods of psychoanalysis
friable / fraəb(ə)l/ adjective easily broken up
into small pieces
friar’s balsam /fraəz bɔ lsəm/ noun a
mixture of various plant oils, including benzoin and balsam, which can be inhaled as a vapour to relieve bronchitis or congestion
friction / frkʃən/ noun the rubbing together
of two surfaces
friction fremitus /frkʃən fremtəs/ noun
a scratching sensation felt when the hand is
placed on the chest of someone who has pericarditis
friction murmur /frkʃən m! mə/ noun
the sound of two serous membranes rubbing
together, heard with a stethoscope in someone
who has pericarditis or pleurisy
Friedländer’s bacillus / fri dlendəz bə
sləs/ noun the bacterium Klebsiella pneumoniae which can cause pneumonia [Described
fretful



Freudian



friable



friar’s balsam



friction



friction fremitus



friction murmur



Friedländer’s bacillus





1882. After Carl Friedländer (1847–87), pathologist at the Friedrichshain Hospital, Berlin, Germany.]
Friedman’s test / fri dmənz test/ noun a
test for pregnancy [After Maurice H. Friedman
(b. 1903), US physician.]
Friedreich’s ataxia /fri draks ə tksiə/
noun an inherited nervous disease which afFriedman’s test



Friedreich’s ataxia





fects the spinal cord and is associated with
club foot, an unsteady walk and speech difficulties. Also called dystrophia adiposogenitalis [Described 1863. After Nicholaus Friedreich (1825–82), Professor of Pathological Anatomy at Würzburg, later Professor of Pathology
and Therapy at Heidelberg, Germany.]
frigidity /fr ddti/ noun the fact of being
frigidity



unable to experience orgasm, sexual pleasure
or sexual desire
fringe medicine / frn med(ə)sn/ noun
types of medical practice which are not usually
taught in medical schools, e.g. homeopathy or
acupuncture (informal )
frog plaster / frɒ& plɑ stə/ noun a plaster
cast made to keep the legs in an open position
after an operation to correct a dislocated hip
Fröhlich’s syndrome / fr! lks sndrəυm/
noun a condition in which someone becomes
obese and the genital system does not develop,
caused by an adenoma of the pituitary gland
fringe medicine



frog plaster



Fröhlich’s syndrome



[Described 1901. After Alfred Fröhlich (1871–
1953), Professor of Pharmacology at the University of Vienna, Austria.]
frontal / fr"nt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
frontal



forehead or to the front of the head. Opposite
occipital

frontal bone / fr"nt(ə)l bəυn/ noun a bone
forming the front of the upper part of the skull
behind the forehead
frontal lobe / fr"nt(ə)l ləυb/ noun the front
lobe of each cerebral hemisphere
frontal lobotomy /fr"nt(ə)l ləυ bɒtəmi/
noun formerly, a surgical operation on the
brain to treat mental illness by removing part
of the frontal lobe
frontal sinus /fr"nt(ə)l sanəs/ noun one
of two sinuses in the front of the face above the
eyes and near the nose
front passage /fr"nt psd/ (informal ) 1.
same as urethra 2. same as vagina
frostbite / frɒstbat/ noun an injury caused
by very severe cold which freezes tissue
frostbitten / frɒstbt(ə)n/ adjective having
frostbite
frontal bone



frontal lobe



frontal lobotomy





frontal sinus



front passage

frostbite



frostbitten



COMMENT: In very cold conditions, the outside
tissue of the fingers, toes, ears and nose can
freeze, becoming white and numb. Thawing of
frostbitten tissue can be very painful and must
be done very slowly. Severe cases of frostbite
may require amputation because the tissue
has died and gangrene has set in.
frozen shoulder /frəυz(ə)n ʃəυldə/ noun
frozen shoulder



stiffness and pain in the shoulder, caused by
inflammation of the membranes of the shoulder joint after injury or a period of immobility,
when deposits may form in the tendons
frozen
watchfulness
/frəυz(ə)n
wɒtʃfəlnəs/ noun an expression of petrified
fear on a child’s face, especially in children
who have been abused
fructose / fr"ktəυs/ noun fruit sugar found
in honey and some fruit, which together with
glucose forms sucrose
fructosuria /fr"ktəυ sjυəriə/ noun the
presence of fructose in the urine
frusemide / fru səmad/ noun same as furofrozen watchfulness



fructose



fructosuria





frusemide



semide
FSH abbr follicle-stimulating hormone
fugax / fju &ks/ 쏡 amaurosis fugax
-fuge /fju d/ suffix driving away
fugue /fju &/ noun a condition in which
FSH

fugax



-fuge

fugue

someone loses his or her memory and leaves
home
fulguration /f"l&ə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of a growth such as a wart by burning
with an electric needle. Also called electrofulguration





desiccation
full term /fυl t! m/ noun a complete pregnancy of forty weeks 쑗 She has had several
full term



pregnancies but none has reached full term.
full thickness burn /fυl θknəs b! n/ noun
same as deep dermal burn
fulminant / fυlmnənt/, fulminating / fυlm*
netŋ/ adjective referring to a dangerous disease which develops very rapidly
full thickness burn

fulminant





‘…the major manifestations of pneumococcal infection in sickle-cell disease are septicaemia, meningitis
and pneumonia. The illness is frequently fulminant’
[The Lancet]
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fumes /fju mz/ plural noun gas or smoke
fumigate / fju m&et/ verb to kill insects in
an area by using gas or smoke
fumigation /fju m &eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of killing insects in an area with gas or
smoke
function / f"ŋkʃən/ noun the particular work
done by an organ 쑗 What is the function of the
pancreas? 쑗 The function of an ovary is to
form ova. 쐽 verb to work in a particular way 쑗
The heart and lungs were functioning normally. 쑗 His kidneys suddenly stopped functioning.
fumigate



fumigation





function



‘…insulin’s primary metabolic function is to transport glucose into muscle and fat cells, so that it can
be used for energy’ [Nursing ’87]
‘…the AIDS virus attacks a person’s immune system
and damages the ability to fight other disease. Without a functioning immune system to ward off other
germs, the patient becomes vulnerable to becoming
infected’
[Journal of American Medical Association]

fungus disease





fungus poisoning



funiculitis



funiculus



funis





pectus excavatum

funny bone / f"ni bəυn/ noun same as olecranon (informal )
funny bone



funny turn / f"ni t! n/ noun a dizzy spell
funny turn



(informal )

furfuraceous /f! fjə reʃəs/ adjective referring to skin which is scaly
Furley stretcher / f! li stretʃə/ noun a
stretcher made of a folding frame with a canvas bed, with carrying poles at each side and
small feet underneath
furor / fjυərɔ / noun an attack of wild violence, especially in someone who is mentally
unwell
furosemide a drug which causes an increase
in urine production, used to relieve water retention in the body. Also called frusemide
furred tongue /f! d t"ŋ/ noun a condition
when the papillae of the tongue are covered
with a whitish coating. Also called coated
furfuraceous

functional



functional endoscopic sinus surgery



functional enuresis



functional independence measure





fundus



fungal



fungate



fungicide



fungiform papillae



fungus disease / f"ŋ&əs dzi z/ noun a
disease caused by a fungus
fungus poisoning / f"ŋ&əs pɔz(ə)nŋ/
noun poisoning by eating a poisonous fungus
funiculitis /fju nkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the spermatic cord
funiculus /fju nkjυləs/ noun one of the
three parts of the white matter in the spinal
cord 쑗 The three parts are called the lateral,
anterior and posterior funiculus.
funis / fju ns/ noun an umbilical cord
funnel chest /f"n(ə)l tʃest/ noun same as
funnel chest

functional / f"ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adjective referring
to a disorder or illness which does not have a
physical cause and may have a psychological
cause, as opposed to an organic disorder
functional endoscopic sinus surgery /
f"ŋkʃən(ə)l endəskɒpk sanəs s! dəri/
noun the removal of soft tissue in the sinuses
using an endoscope. Abbr FESS
functional enuresis /f"ŋkʃən(ə)l enjυ
ri ss/ noun bedwetting which has a psychological cause
functional independence measure /
f"ŋkʃən(ə)l nd pendəns meə/ noun a
measure of disability. Abbr FIM
fundus / f"ndəs/ noun 1. the bottom of a hollow organ such as the uterus 2. the top section
of the stomach, above the body of the stomach
fungal / f"ŋ&əl/ adjective relating to, or
caused by, fungi 쑗 a fungal skin infection
fungate / f"ŋ&et/ verb (of some skin cancers) to increase rapidly at a late stage of tumour formation
fungicide / f"ŋ&sad/ noun a substance
used to kill fungi
fungiform papillae /f"ŋ&fɔ m pə pli /
noun rounded papillae on the tip and sides of
the tongue, which have taste buds
fungoid / f"ŋ&ɔd/ adjective like a fungus
fungus / f"ŋ&əs/ noun an organism such as
yeast or mould, some of which cause disease


Fybogel
Other fungi, such as yeast, react with sugar to
form alcohol. Some antibiotics, such as penicillin, are derived from fungi.

fumes



fungoid



fungus



(NOTE: The plural is fungi. For other terms referring to fungi, see words beginning with myc-,
myco-.)
COMMENT: Some fungi can become parasites
of man, and cause diseases such as thrush.





Furley stretcher



furor



furosemide

furred tongue

tongue

furuncle / fjυər"ŋkəl/ noun same as boil
furunculosis /fjυər"ŋkjυ ləυss/ noun a
condition in which several boils appear at the
same time
fuse /fju z/ verb to join together to form a single structure, or to join two or more things together 쑗 The bones of the joint fused.
fusidic acid /fju sdk sd/ noun an antibiotic used to prevent protein synthesis
fusiform / fju zfɔ m/ adjective referring to
muscles which are shaped like a spindle, with
a wider middle section which becomes narrower at each end
fusion / fju (ə)n/ noun the act of joining, especially a surgical operation to relieve pain in
the joint by joining the bones at the joint permanently so that they cannot move
Fybogel / fabəυdel/ a trade name for ispaghula
furuncle



furunculosis



fuse

fusidic acid



fusiform



fusion



Fybogel
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G
g

g abbr gram
GABA / &bə/ abbr gamma aminobutyric
acid
gag /&&/ noun an instrument placed between
the teeth to stop the mouth from closing 쐽 verb
to experience a reaction similar to that of vomiting 쑗 Every time the doctor tries to examine
her throat, she gags. 쑗 He started gagging on
the endotracheal tube.
gain /&en/ noun an act of adding or increasing something 쑗 The baby showed a gain in
weight of 25g or showed a weight gain of 25g.
쐽 verb to obtain something, or to increase 쑗 to
gain in weight or to gain weight
gait /&et/ noun a way of walking
galact- /&əlkt/ prefix same as galacto- (used
GABA



gag

gain

gait

galact-

before vowels)

galactagogue /&ə lktə&ɒ&/ noun a substance which stimulates the production of milk
galacto- /&əlktəυ/ prefix referring to milk
galactocele /&ə lktəsi l/ noun a breast tumour which contains milk
galactorrhoea /&əlktə rə/ noun the excessive production of milk
galactosaemia /&əlktə si miə/ noun a
congenital condition where the liver is incapable of converting galactose into glucose, with
the result that a baby’s development may be affected (NOTE: The treatment is to remove galacgalactagogue



galacto-

galactocele



galactorrhoea





galactosaemia





tose from the diet.)

galactose /&ə lktəυs/ noun a sugar which
forms part of milk, and is converted into glucose by the liver
galea / &eliə/ noun 1. any part of the body
shaped like a helmet, especially the loose band
of tissue in the scalp (NOTE: The plural is galeae.) 2. a type of bandage wrapped round the
head
gall /&ɔ l/ noun same as bile
gall bladder / &ɔ l bldə/ noun a sac situated underneath the liver, in which bile produced
by the liver is stored. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
galactose



galea



gall

gall bladder



COMMENT: Bile is stored in the gall bladder until required by the stomach. If fatty food is
present in the stomach, bile moves from the
gall bladder along the bile duct to the stom-

ach. Since the liver also secretes bile directly
into the duodenum, the gall bladder is not an
essential organ and can be removed by surgery.
Gallie’s operation / &liz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
Gallie’s operation





noun a surgical operation where tissues from
the thigh are used to hold a hernia in place [Described 1921. After William Edward Gallie
(1882–1959), Professor of Surgery at the University of Toronto, Canada.]
gallipot / &lipɒt/ noun a little container for
gallipot



ointment
gallium / &liəm/ noun a metallic element a
radioisotope of which is used to detect tumours or other tissue disorders (NOTE: The
gallium



chemical symbol is Ga.)

gallop rhythm / &ləp rð(ə)m/ noun the
rhythm of heart sounds, three to each cycle,
when someone is experiencing tachycardia
gallstone / &ɔ lstəυn/ noun a small stone
formed from insoluble deposits from bile in
the gall bladder. 쒁 calculus
gallop rhythm



gallstone



COMMENT: Gallstones can be harmless, but
some cause pain and inflammation and a serious condition can develop if a gallstone
blocks the bile duct. Sudden pain going from
the right side of the stomach towards the back
indicates that a gallstone is passing through
the bile duct.
galvanism / &lvənz(ə)m/ noun a treatgalvanism



ment using low voltage electricity
galvanocautery /&lvənəυ kɔ təri/ noun
the removal of diseased tissue using an electrically heated needle or loop of wire. Also called
galvanocautery





electrocautery
gamete / &mi t/ noun a sex cell, either a
gamete



spermatozoon or an ovum
gamete intrafallopian transfer /&mi t
ntrəfələυpiən trnsf! / noun a technique
to combine eggs and sperm outside the body
and then insert them into the Fallopian tubes.
Abbr GIFT
gametocide /&ə mi təυsad/ noun a drug
which kills gametocytes
gametocyte /&ə mi təυsat/ noun a cell
which is developing into a gamete
gametogenesis /&əmi təυ denəss/ noun
the process by which a gamete is formed
gamete intrafallopian transfer





gametocide



gametocyte



gametogenesis
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gamgee tissue / &mdi tʃu / noun a
surgical dressing, formed of a layer of cotton
wool between two pieces of gauze
gamma / &mə/ noun the third letter of the
Greek alphabet
gamma aminobutyric acid /&mə ə
mi nəυbju trk sd/ noun an amino acid
neurotransmitter. Abbr GABA
gamma camera / &mə km(ə)rə/ noun a
camera for taking photographs of parts of the
body into which radioactive isotopes have
been introduced
gamma globulin /&mə &lɒbjυln/ noun a
protein found in plasma, forming antibodies as
protection against infection
gamgee tissue



gamma



gamma aminobutyric acid







gamma camera



gamma globulin



COMMENT: Gamma globulin injections are
sometimes useful as a rapid source of protection against a wide range of diseases.
gamma ray / &mə re/ noun a ray which is
gamma ray



shorter than an X-ray and is given off by radioactive substances
gangli- /&ŋ&li/ prefix referring to ganglia
ganglion / &ŋ&liən/ noun 1. a mass of nerve
cell bodies and synapses usually covered in
connective tissue, found along the peripheral
nerves with the exception of the basal ganglia
2. a cyst of a tendon sheath or joint capsule,
usually at the wrist, which results in a painless
swelling containing fluid (NOTE: [all senses]
gangli-

ganglion



or alimentary canal and causes pain
gas and air analgesia /&s ənd eə
n(ə)ldi ziə/ noun a form of analgesia used
when giving birth, in which a mixture of air
and gas is given
gas chromatography /&s krəυmə tɒ
&rəfi/ noun a method of separating chemicals
by passing them through a gas, used in analysing compounds and mixtures
gas exchange / &s kstʃend/ noun the
process by which oxygen in the air is exchanged in the lungs for waste carbon dioxide
carried by the blood
gas gangrene /&s &ŋ&ri n/ noun a complication of severe wounds in which the bacterium Clostridium welchii breeds in the wound
and then spreads to healthy tissue which is rapidly decomposed with the formation of gas
gash /&ʃ/ noun a long deep cut made accidentally by something sharp 쑗 She had to have
three stitches in the gash in her thigh. 쐽 verb
to make a long deep cut in something accidentally 쑗 She gashed her hand on the broken
glass.
gasp /&ɑ sp/ noun a short breath taken with
difficulty 쑗 His breath came in short gasps. 쐽
verb to breathe with difficulty taking quick
breaths 쑗 She was gasping for breath.
gas pain / &s pen/ noun a pain caused by
excessive formation of gas in the stomach or
intestine. 쒁 flatus
gas poisoning / &s pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning by breathing in carbon monoxide or
other toxic gas
Gasserian ganglion /&əsəriən &ŋ&liən/
noun same as trigeminal ganglion [After Jogas and air analgesia





gas chromatography





gas exchange





gas gangrene

gash

gasp

gas pain

The plural is ganglia.)



ganglionectomy /&ŋ&liə nektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of a ganglion
ganglionic /&ŋ&li ɒnk/ adjective referring to a ganglion. 쒁 postganglionic
gangrene / &ŋ&ri n/ noun a condition in
which tissues die and decay, as a result of bacterial action, because the blood supply has
been lost through injury or disease of the artery 쑗 After she had frostbite, gangrene set in
and her toes had to be amputated.
gangrenous / &ŋ&rnəs/ adjective referring to, or affected by, gangrene
Ganser state / &nsə stet/ noun same as
ganglionectomy





ganglionic



gastric juice

gas.) 2. gas which accumulates in the stomach



gangrene



gangrenous



Ganser state



pseudodementia [After Sigbert Joseph Maria
Ganser (1853–1931), psychiatrist at Dresden
and Munich, Germany]
gargle / &ɑ &(ə)l/ noun a mildly antiseptic solution used to clean the mouth 쐽 verb to put
gargle



some antiseptic liquid solution into the back of
the mouth and then breathe out air through it
gargoylism / &ɑ &ɔlz(ə)m/ noun a congenital condition of the metabolism which causes
polysaccharides and fat cells to accumulate in
the body, resulting in mental impairment,
swollen liver and coarse features. Also called
gargoylism



Hurler’s syndrome
gas /&s/ noun 1. a substance such as nitrogas

gen, carbon dioxide or air, which is neither solid nor fluid at ordinary temperatures and can
expand infinitely (NOTE: The plural gases is
used only when referring to different types of

gas poisoning



Gasserian ganglion



hann Laurentius Gasser (1723–65), Professor of
Anatomy in Vienna, Austria. He left no writings,
and the ganglion was given his name by Anton
Hirsch, one of his students, in his thesis of
1765.]
gastr- /&str/ prefix same as gastro- (used
before vowels)
gastralgia /& strldə/ noun pain in the
gastr-

gastralgia



stomach
gastrectomy /& strektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the stomach
gastric / &strk/ adjective referring to the
stomach
gastric acid /&strk sd/ noun hydrochloric acid secreted into the stomach by acidforming cells
gastric artery /&strk ɑ təri/ noun an artery leading from the coeliac trunk to the stomach
gastric flu /&strk flu / noun any mild
stomach disorder (informal )
gastric juice / &strk du s/ noun the mixture of hydrochloric acid, pepsin, intrinsic factor and mucus secreted by the cells of the lingastrectomy



gastric



gastric acid



gastric artery



gastric flu



gastric juice
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ing membrane of the stomach to help the digestion of food (NOTE: Often used in the plural.)
gastric lavage /&strk lvd/ noun a
lavage of the stomach, usually to remove a poisonous substance which has been absorbed.
Also called stomach washout
gastric pit /&strk pt/ noun a deep hollow in the mucous membrane forming the
walls of the stomach
gastric ulcer /&strk "lsə/ noun an ulcer
in the stomach. Abbr GU
gastric vein /&strk ven/ noun a vein
which follows the gastric artery
gastrin / &strn/ noun a hormone which is
released into the bloodstream from cells in the
lower end of the stomach, stimulated by the
presence of protein, and which in turn stimulates the flow of acid from the upper part of the
stomach
gastrinoma /&str nəυmə/ noun a tumour
of the islet cells, leading to excessive gastric
acid
gastritis /& strats/ noun inflammation of
the stomach
gastro- /&strəυ/ prefix referring to the
stomach
gastrocele / &strəυsi l/ noun a condition
in which part of the stomach wall becomes
weak and bulges out. Also called stomach
gastric lavage



gastric pit



gastric ulcer



gastric vein



gastrin



gastrinoma





gastritis



gastro-

gastrocele



hernia

gastrocnemius /&strɒk ni miəs/ noun a
large calf muscle
gastrocolic /&strəυ kɒlk/ adjective referring to the stomach and colon
gastrocolic reflex /&strəυkɒlk ri fleks/
noun a sudden peristalsis of the colon produced when food is taken into an empty stomach
gastroduodenal /&strəυdju əυ di n(ə)l/
adjective referring to the stomach and duodenum
gastroduodenal
artery /&strəυd*
ju əυdi n(ə)l ɑ təri/ noun an artery leading
from the gastric artery towards the pancreas
gastroduodenoscopy /&strəυdju əυ
d nɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the stomach and duodenum
gastroduodenostomy /&strəυdju əυ
d nɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to join
the duodenum to the stomach so as to bypass a
blockage in the pylorus
gastroenteritis /&strəυentə rats/ noun
inflammation of the membrane lining the intestines and the stomach, caused by a viral infection and resulting in diarrhoea and vomiting
gastroenterologist
/&strəυentə rɒlə
dst/ noun a doctor who specialises in the digestive system and its disorders
gastrocnemius





gastrocolic





gastrocolic reflex



gastroduodenal







gastroduodenal artery



gastroduodenoscopy







gastroduodenostomy







gastroenteritis







gastroenterologist







gastroenterology /&strəυentə rɒlədi/
noun the study of the digestive system and its
disorders
gastroenterostomy /&strəυentə rɒstəmi/
noun a surgical operation to join the small intestine directly to the stomach so as to bypass
a peptic ulcer
gastroepiploic /&strəυep plɔk/ adjective referring to the stomach and greater omentum
gastroepiploic artery /&strəυepplɔk
ɑ təri/ noun an artery linking the gastroduodenal artery to the splenic artery
Gastrografin /&strəυ &rfn/ a trade
name for an enema used in bowel X-rays
gastroileac reflex /&strəυlik ri fleks/
noun automatic relaxation of the ileocaecal
valve when food is present in the stomach
gastrointestinal /&strəυn testn(ə)l/
adjective referring to the stomach and intestine
쑗 gastrointestinal bleeding. Abbr GI
gastrojejunostomy
/&strəυddu
nɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to join the
jejunum to the stomach
gastrolith / &strəυlθ/ noun a calculus in
the stomach
gastrology /& strɒlədi/ noun the study of
the stomach and diseases of the stomach
gastro-oesophageal reflux /&strəυ 
sɒfədiəl ri fl"ks/, gastro-oesophageal reflux disease /&strəυ sɒfədiəl ri fl"ks
dzi z/ noun the return of bitter-tasting, partly
digested food from the stomach to the
oesophagus
gastropexy / &strəυpeksi/ noun a surgical
operation to attach the stomach to the wall of
the abdomen
gastroplasty / &strəυplsti/ noun surgery
to correct a deformed stomach
gastroptosis /&strəυ təυss/ noun a condition in which the stomach hangs down
gastrorrhoea /&strə rə/ noun an excessive flow of gastric juices
gastroschisis /&strəυ sass/ noun a split
in the wall of the abdomen, with viscera passing through it
gastroscope / &strəskəυp/ noun an instrument formed of a tube or bundle of glass fibres with a lens attached, which a doctor can
pass down into the stomach through the mouth
to examine the inside of the stomach
gastroscopy /& strɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the stomach using a gastroscope
gastrostomy /& strɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to create an opening into the
stomach from the wall of the abdomen, so that
food can be introduced without passing
through the mouth and throat
gastrotomy /& strɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to open up the stomach
gastroenterology







gastroenterostomy







gastroepiploic







gastroepiploic artery







Gastrografin





gastroileac reflex





gastrointestinal





gastrojejunostomy





gastrolith



gastrology





gastro-oesophageal reflux









gastropexy



gastroplasty



gastroptosis





gastrorrhoea





gastroschisis





gastroscope



gastroscopy



gastrostomy



gastrotomy
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gastrula /& stru lə/ noun the second stage
of the development of an embryo
gathering / &ðərŋ/ noun a swelling that is
filled with pus
Gaucher’s disease / &əυʃez dzi z/ noun
an enzyme disease where fatty substances accumulate in the lymph glands, spleen and liver,
causing anaemia, a swollen spleen and darkening of the skin. The disease can be fatal in children. [Described 1882. After Philippe Charles
gastrula



gathering



Gaucher’s disease





Ernest Gaucher (1854–1918), French physician
and dermatologist.]
gauze /&ɔ z/ noun a thin light material used to
gauze

make dressings
gauze dressing /&ɔ z dresŋ/ noun a dressing of thin light material
gavage /& vɑ / noun the forced feeding of
someone who cannot eat or who refuses to eat
gay /&e/ adjective relating to sexual activity
among people of the same sex
GDC abbr General Dental Council
Gehrig’s disease / &er&z dzi z/ noun
same as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
Geiger counter / &a&ə kaυntə/ noun an
instrument for the detection and measurement
of radiation [Described 1908. After Hans Geiger
gauze dressing

gavage



gay

GDC

Gehrig’s disease





Geiger counter



(1882–1945), German physicist who worked
with Rutherford at Manchester University, UK.]
gel /del/ noun a suspension that sets into a
gel

jelly-like solid
gelatin / delətn/ noun a protein found in
collagen which is soluble in water, used to
make capsules for medicines
gelatinous /də ltnəs/ adjective referring
to gelatin or something with a texture like jelly
gemellus /d meləs/ noun either of the two
muscles arising from the ischium. Also called
gelatin



gelatinous



gemellus



gemellus superior muscle, gemellus inferior
muscle
gender / dendə/ noun the fact of being of
gender



the male or female sex
gender identity disorder /dendə a den*
tti dsɔ də/ noun a condition in which someone experiences strong discomfort with his or
her birth gender
gender reassignment surgery /dendə
ri ə sanmənt s! dəri/ noun surgery to
change someone’s sex
gender reorientation /dendə ri ɔ riən
teʃ(ə)n/ noun the alteration of a person’s sex
through surgical and drug treatment
gene /di n/ noun a unit of DNA on a chromosome which governs the synthesis of a protein sequence and determines a particular
characteristic
gender identity disorder







gender reassignment surgery





gender reorientation





gene

COMMENT: A gene may be dominant, in which
case the characteristic it controls is always
passed on to the child, or recessive, in which
case the characteristic only appears if both
parents have contributed the same form of the
gene.



generic

general amnesia /den(ə)rəl m ni ziə/
noun a sudden and complete loss of memory,
to the extent that a person does not even remember who he or she is
general anaesthesia /den(ə)rəl nəs
θi ziə/ noun loss of feeling and loss of sensation throughout the body, after being given an
anaesthetic
general anaesthetic /den(ə)rəl nəs
θetk/ noun a substance given to make someone lose consciousness so that a major surgical
operation can be carried out
General Dental Council /den(ə)rəl
dent(ə)l kaυnsəl/ noun in the UK, the official body that registers and supervises dentists.
Abbr GDC
general hospital /den(ə)rəl hɒspt(ə)l/
noun a hospital which does not specialise in
particular types of illness or particular age
groups
generalise / den(ə)rəlaz/, generalize verb
to spread to other parts of the body
generalised / den(ə)rəlazd/, generalized
adjective 1. spreading throughout the body.
Opposite localised 2. not having a specific
cause
generalised
anxiety
disorder
/
den(ə)rəlazd ŋ zaəti dsɔ də/ noun a
state of continual anxiety for which there is no
specific cause
General Medical Council /den(ə)rəl
medk(ə)l kaυnsəl/ noun in the UK, the official body that licenses qualified doctors to
practise medicine. Abbr GMC
General Optical Council / denrəl ɒp*
tk(ə)l kaυnsəl/ noun in the UK, the official
body that registers and supervises opticians
general practice /den(ə)rəl prkts/
noun a medical practice where doctors offer
first-line medical care for all types of illness to
people who live locally, refer them to hospital
if necessary and encourage health promotion
general practitioner /den(ə)rəl prk
tʃ(ə)nə/ noun a doctor who provides firstline medical care for all types of illness to people who live locally, refers them to hospital if
necessary and encourages health promotion.
Abbr GP
gene replacement therapy /di n r
plesmənt θerəpi/ noun the replacement of
missing genes or damaging gene variations in
cells by the insertion of appropriate genes to
treat a genetic disorder. Also called gene thergeneral amnesia





general anaesthesia





general anaesthetic





General Dental Council



general hospital



generalise



generalised



generalised anxiety disorder







General Medical Council



General Optical Council



general practice



general practitioner





gene replacement therapy





apy
COMMENT: Gene replacement therapy has
been used successfully in animals, and is in
the early stages of research in humans, but
may be useful in the future treatment of cystic
fibrosis, thalassaemia and other genetic disorders.
generic /də nerk/ adjective 1. referring to
generic



medicine which does not have a special trade-
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mark or brand name given to it by its manufacturer 2. referring to a genus 쑗 The generic
name of this type of bacterium is Staphylococcus.
-genesis /denəss/ suffix production or origin
gene therapy / di n θerəpi/ noun same as
-genesis

gene therapy



gene replacement therapy
genetic /də netk/ adjective referring to
genetic



genes
genetic code /dənetk kəυd/ noun the
characteristics of the DNA of a cell which are
passed on when the cell divides and so are inherited by a child from its parents
genetic
counselling
/dənetk
kaυnsəlŋ/ noun advice and support given to
people if they or their children might be affected by inherited genetic disorders
genetic disorder /dənetk ds ɔ də/ noun
a disorder or disease caused by a damaging
gene variation that may be inherited
genetic engineering /dənetk end
nərŋ/ noun same as genetic modification
genetic code



genetic counselling



genetic disorder





genetic engineering





(informal )

genetic
fingerprint
/dənetk
fŋ&əprnt/ noun the pattern of sequences of
genetic material unique to an individual. Also
called DNA fingerprint
genetic fingerprinting /dənetk fŋ&ə
prntŋ/ noun a method of revealing an individual’s genetic profile, used in paternity queries and criminal investigations. Also called
genetic fingerprint



genetic fingerprinting



DNA fingerprinting
geneticist /də netsst/ noun a person who



geneticist



specialises in the study of the way in which
characteristics and diseases are inherited
through the genes
genetic modification, genetic manipulation noun the combination of genetic material
from different sources to produce organisms
with altered characteristics
genetics /də netks/ noun the study of
genes, and of the way characteristics and diseases are inherited through the genes
genetic screening /dənetk skri nŋ/
noun the process of testing large numbers of
people to see if anyone has a particular genetic
disorder
gene tracking / di n trkŋ/ noun the
method used to trace throughout a family the
inheritance of a gene such as those causing
cystic fibrosis or Huntington’s Chorea, in order to diagnose and predict genetic disorders
-genic /denk/ suffix referring to a product or
something which produces
genicular /de nkjυlə/ adjective referring to
the knee
genital / dent(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
reproductive organs 쐽 plural noun genitals
same as genital organs
genetic modification

genetics



genetic screening



gene tracking



-genic

genicular



genital



genitalia /den teliə/ noun the genital organs
genital organs /dent(ə)l ɔ &ənz/ plural
noun the external organs for reproduction, i.e.
the penis and testicles in males and the vulva
in females. Also called genitals, genitalia
genital wart /dent(ə)l wɔ t/ noun a wart
in the genital or anal area, caused by a sexually
transmitted virus
genito- /dentəυ/ prefix referring to the reproductive system
genitourinary /dentəυ jυərnəri/ adjective referring to both the reproductive and urinary systems. Abbr GU
genitourinary
system
/dentəυ
jυərnəri sstəm/ noun the organs of reproduction and urination, including the kidneys
genome / di nəυm/ noun the set of all the
genes of an individual
genotype / denətap/ noun the genetic
makeup of an individual. Compare phenotype
gentamicin /dentə masn/ noun an antibiotic that is effective against a variety of different disease-causing organisms. Patients
usually receive it by injection and it can cause
serious side effects.
gentian violet /denʃən vaələt/ noun an
antiseptic blue dye, used to paint on skin infections and also to stain specimens. Also called
genitalia





genital organs



genital wart



genito-

genitourinary





genitourinary system





genome



genotype



gentamicin





gentian violet



crystal violet
genu / denju / noun the knee
genual / denjuəl/ adjective referring to the
genu



genual



knee
genucubital
position
/denju
kju bt(ə)l pəzʃ(ə)n/ noun the position of
someone resting on their knees and elbows
genupectoral
position
/denju
pektər(ə)l pə zʃ(ə)n/ noun the position of
someone resting on their knees and upper
chest
genus / di nəs/ noun a category of related
living organisms 쑗 A genus is divided into different species. (NOTE: The plural is genera.)
genu valgum /denju vl&əm/ noun
same as knock-knee
genu varum /denju veərəm/ noun same
as bow legs
geri- /deri/ prefix referring to old age
geriatric /deri trk/ adjective 1. referring
to old people 2. specialising in the treatment of
old people 쑗 geriatric unit
geriatrician /deriə trʃ(ə)n/ noun a doctor
who specialises in the treatment or study of
diseases of old people
geriatrics /deri trks/ noun the study of
the diseases and disorders of old people. Compare paediatrics
germ /d! m/ noun 1. a microorganism which
causes a disease, e.g. a virus or bacterium
(informal ) 쑗 Germs are not visible to the naked
genucubital position











genupectoral position



genus



genu valgum



genu varum



geri-

geriatric





geriatrician





geriatrics



germ
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eye. 2. a part of an organism capable of developing into a new organism
German measles /d! mən mi z(ə)lz/
noun same as rubella
germ cell / d! m sel/ noun a cell which is
capable of developing into a spermatozoon or
ovum. Also called gonocyte
germinal / d! mn(ə)l/ adjective referring
to an embryo
germinal epithelium /d! mn(ə)l ep
θi liəm/ noun the outer layer of the ovary
germ layer / d! m leə/ noun one of two or
three layers of cells in animal embryos which
form the organs of the body
gerontologist /derən tɒlədst/ noun a
specialist in gerontology
gerontology /derən tɒlədi/ noun the
study of the process of ageing and the diseases
of old people
Gerstmann’s syndrome / &! stmnz
sndrəυm/ noun a condition in which someone no longer recognises his or her body image, cannot tell the difference between left and
right, cannot recognise his or her different fingers and is unable to write
Gesell’s developmental chart /&əzels d
veləp ment(ə)l tʃɑ t/ noun a chart showing
the development of motor reactions and
growth patterns in children
gestate /de stet/ verb to carry a baby in the
womb from conception to birth
gestation /de steʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process
of development of a baby from conception to
birth in the mother’s womb 2. same as gestaGerman measles



germ cell



germinal



germinal epithelium





germ layer



gerontologist





gerontology





Gerstmann’s syndrome



Gesell’s developmental chart







gestate



gestation



tion period
‘…evaluation of fetal age and weight has proved to
be of value in the clinical management of pregnancy,
particularly in high-risk gestations’ [Southern
Medical Journal]
gestational age /desteʃ(ə)n(ə)l ed/
noun the age of a fetus, calculated from the
gestational age



mother’s last period to the date of birth
gestational diabetes /desteʃ(ə)n(ə)l
daə bi ti z/ noun a form of diabetes mellitus
which develops in a pregnant woman
gestation period /de steʃ(ə)n pəriəd/
noun the period, usually of 266 days, from
conception to birth, during which the baby develops in the mother’s womb. Also called
gestational diabetes





gestation period



pregnancy

gestodene / destədi n/ noun an oral contraceptive
get around /&et ə raυnd/ verb to move
about 쑗 Since she had the accident she gets
around using crutches.
get better /&et betə/ verb 1. to become
healthy again after being ill 쑗 He was seriously ill, but seems to be getting better. 2. (of an illness) to stop or become less severe 쑗 Her cold
has got better.
gestodene



get around



get better





GIFT

get dressed /&et drest/ verb to put your
clothes on 쑗 This patient still needs helps to
get dressed.
get on with /&et ɒn wð/ verb to continue
to do some work 쑗 I must get on with the blood
tests.
get over /&et əυvə/ verb to become better
after an illness or a shock 쑗 He got over his
cold. 쑗 She never got over her mother’s death.
getting on /&etŋ ɒn/ adjective becoming
elderly 쑗 Her parents are getting on.
get up /&et "p/ verb 1. to stand up 쑗 Try to
get up from your chair slowly and walk across
the room. 2. to get out of bed 쑗 What time did
you get up this morning?
get well /&et wel/ verb to become healthy
again after being ill 쑗 We hope your mother
will get well soon.
GFR abbr glomerular filtration rate
GH abbr growth hormone
Ghon’s focus /&ɒnz fəυkəs/ noun a spot
on the lung produced by the tuberculosis bacillus [Described 1912. After Anton Ghon (1866–
get dressed



get on with



get over



getting on



get up



get well



GFR

GH

Ghon’s focus



1936), Professor of Pathological Anatomy at
Prague, Czech Republic.]
GI abbr gastrointestinal
giant cell /daənt sel/ noun a very large
GI

giant cell



cell, e.g. an osteoclast or megakaryocyte
giant-cell arteritis /daənt sel ɑ tə
rats/ noun a disease of old people, which often affects the arteries in the scalp
giant hives /daənt havz/ noun a large
flat white blister caused by an allergic reaction
Giardia /di ɑ diə/ noun a microscopic protozoan parasite which causes giardiasis
giardiasis /di ɑ daəss/ noun a disorder
of the intestine caused by the parasite Giardia
lamblia, usually with no symptoms, but in
heavy infections the absorption of fat may be
affected, causing diarrhoea. Also called lamgiant-cell arteritis





giant hives



Giardia



giardiasis





bliasis

gibbosity /& bɒsəti/ noun a sharp angle in
the curvature of the spine caused by the weakening of a vertebra as a result of tuberculosis
of the backbone
gibbus / &bəs/ noun same as gibbosity
giddiness / &dinəs/ noun a condition in
which someone has difficulty in standing up
and keeping their balance because of a feeling
that everything is turning around 쑗 He began
to experience attacks of giddiness.
giddy / &di/ adjective feeling that everything
is turning round 쑗 She has had several giddy
spells.
GIFT /&ft/ noun a procedure in which a surgeon removes eggs from a woman’s ovary,
mixes them with sperm and places them in one
of her Fallopian tubes to help her conceive a
child. Full form gamete intrafallopian transgibbosity



gibbus



giddiness



giddy



GIFT

fer
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gigantism /da &ntz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which someone grows very tall, caused
by excessive production of growth hormone by
the pituitary gland
Gilbert’s syndrome / &lbəts sndrəυm/
noun an inherited disorder where the liver does
not deal with bilirubin correctly
Gilles de la Tourette syndrome /i də l
tυə ret sndrəυm/ noun same as Tourette’s
gigantism



Gilbert’s syndrome



Gilles de la Tourette syndrome





syndrome

Gilliam’s operation / &liəmz ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct retroversion of the uterus [After David Tod Gilliam
Gilliam’s operation





(1844–1923), physician, Columbus, Ohio, USA]

gingiv- /dndv/ prefix referring to the
gums
gingiva /dn davə/ noun same as gum
gingiv-

gingiva



(NOTE: The plural is gingivae.)
gingival / dndv(ə)l/ adjective relating to
gingival



the gums
gingivectomy /dnd vektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of excess gum tissue
gingivitis /dnd vats/ noun inflammation of the gums as a result of bacterial infection
ginglymus / dŋ&lməs/ noun a joint which
allows movement in two directions only, e.g.
the knee or elbow. Also called hinge joint.
Compare ball and socket joint
ginseng / dnsen&/ noun a plant root widely used as a tonic and a traditional Chinese
herbal remedy
gippy tummy /dpi t"mi/ noun same as
gingivectomy





gingivitis





ginglymus



ginseng



gippy tummy



diarrhoea (informal )
girdle / &! d(ə)l/ noun a set of bones making
girdle



a ring or arch
Girdlestone’s operation / &! dəlstəυnz
ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to relieve osteoarthritis of the hip [After Gathorne
Girdlestone’s operation





Robert Girdlestone (1881–1950), Nuffield Professor of Orthopaedics at Oxford, UK]
give up /&v "p/ verb not to do something
any more 쑗 He was advised to give up smokgive up



ing.
glabella /&lə belə/ noun a flat area of bone in
the forehead between the eyebrows
gladiolus /&ldi əυləs/ noun the middle
section of the sternum
gland /&lnd/ noun an organ in the body containing cells that secrete substances such as
hormones, sweat or saliva which act elsewhere
glanders / &lndəz/ noun a bacterial disease
of horses, which can be caught by humans,
with symptoms of high fever and inflammation of the lymph nodes
glandular / &lndjυlə/ adjective referring to
glands
glandular fever /&lndjυlə fi və/ noun
same as infectious mononucleosis
glabella



gladiolus





gland

glanders



glandular



glandular fever



glans /&lnz/ noun a rounded part at the end
of the penis or clitoris. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement
glare /&leə/ noun 1. a long stare that expresses
a negative emotion such as anger 2. an uncomfortably or dazzlingly bright light 3. scattered
bright light when examining something with a
microscope 쐽 verb 1. to stare angrily 2. to
shine uncomfortably brightly 3. to be very obvious or conspicuous
Glasgow coma scale /&lɑ s&əυ kəυmə
skel/, Glasgow scoring system /&lɑ s&əυ
skɔ rŋ sstəm / noun a seven-point scale for
evaluating someone’s level of consciousness
glass eye /&lɑ s a/ noun an artificial eye
made of glass
glaucoma /&lɔ kəυmə/ noun a condition of
the eyes, caused by unusually high pressure of
fluid inside the eyeball, resulting in disturbances of vision and blindness
gleet /&li t/ noun a thin discharge from the vagina, penis, a wound or an ulcer
glenohumeral /&li nəυ hu mərəl/ adjective
referring to both the glenoid cavity and the humerus
glenohumeral joint /&li nəυ hu mərəl
dɔnt/ noun the shoulder joint
glenoid / &li nɔd/ adjective shaped like a
small shallow cup or socket
glenoid cavity /&li nɔd kvti/, glenoid
fossa /&li nɔd fɒsə/ noun a socket in the
shoulder joint into which the head of the humerus fits
glia / &li ə/ noun connective tissue of the central nervous system, surrounding cell bodies,
axons and dendrites. Also called neuroglia
glial cell / &li əl sel/ noun a cell in the glia
glial tissue /&li əl tʃu / noun same as glia
glibenclamide /&l beŋkləmad/ noun a
sulphonylurea drug used to treat Type II diabetes mellitus
gliclazide / &lkləzad/ noun an antibacterial
drug used to treat Type II diabetes mellitus
glio- /&laəυ/ prefix referring to brain tissue
glioblastoma /&laəυbl stəυmə/ noun a
rapidly developing malignant tumour of the
glial tissue in the brain or spinal cord. Also
called spongioblastoma
glioma /&la əυmə/ noun any tumour of the
glial tissue in the brain or spinal cord
gliomyoma /&laəυma əυmə/ noun a tumour of both the nerve and muscle tissue
glipizide / &lpzad/ noun a drug used to reduce the glucose level in the blood
Glisson’s capsule /&ls(ə)nz kpsju l/
noun a tissue sheath in the liver containing the
blood vessels [After Francis Glisson (1597–
glans

glare

Glasgow coma scale





glass eye

glaucoma



gleet

glenohumeral





glenohumeral joint





glenoid



glenoid cavity





glia



glial cell



glial tissue



glibenclamide



gliclazide



glio-

glioblastoma





glioma



gliomyoma





glipizide



Glisson’s capsule



1677), philosopher, physician and anatomist at
Cambridge and London, UK]
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globin / &ləυbn/ noun a protein which combines with other substances to form compounds such as haemoglobin and myoglobin
globule / &lɒbju l/ noun a round drop, especially of fat
globulin / &lɒbjυln/ noun a protein, present
in blood, belonging to a group that includes
antibodies
globulinuria /&lɒbjυl njυəriə/ noun the
presence of globulins in the urine
globus / &ləυbəs/ noun any ball-shaped part
of the body
globus hystericus /&ləυbəs h sterkəs/
noun a feeling of not being able to swallow,
caused by worry or embarrassment
glomangioma /&ləmndi əυmə/ noun a
tumour of the skin at the ends of the fingers
and toes
glomerular /&lɒ merυlə/ adjective referring
to a glomerulus
glomerular
capsule
/&lɒmerυlə
kpsju l/ noun same as Bowman’s capsule
glomerular filtration rate /&lɒmerυlə fl
treʃ(ə)n ret/ noun the rate at which the kidneys filter blood and remove waste matter
glomerular tuft /&lɒmerυlə t"ft/ noun a
group of blood vessels in the kidney which filter the blood
glomeruli /&lɒ merυli/ plural of glomerulus
glomerulitis /&lɒmerυ lats/ noun inflammation causing lesions of glomeruli in the kidney
glomerulonephritis
/&lɒmerυləυn
frats/ noun same as Bright’s disease
glomerulus /&lɒ merυləs/ noun a group of
blood vessels which filter waste matter from
the blood in a kidney (NOTE: The plural is
globin



globule



globulin



globulinuria





globus



globus hystericus





glomangioma





glomerular



glomerular capsule



glomerular filtration rate





glomerular tuft



glomeruli



glomerulitis





glomerulonephritis





glomerulus



glomeruli.)
gloss- /&lɒs/ prefix same as glosso- (used before vowels)
glossa / &lɒsə/ noun same as tongue
glossal / &lɒs(ə)l/ adjective relating to the
gloss-

glossa



glossal



tongue
glossectomy /&lɒ sektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the tongue
Glossina /&lɒ sanə/ noun a genus of African flies which cause trypanosomiasis, e.g. the
tsetse fly
glossitis /&lɒ sats/ noun inflammation of
the surface of the tongue
glosso- / &lɒsəυ/ prefix referring to the
tongue
glossodynia /&lɒsəυ dniə/ noun pain in
the tongue
glossopharyngeal /&lɒsəυfrn di əl/
adjective relating to the tongue and pharynx
glossopharyngeal nerve /&lɒsəυfrn
di əl n! v/ noun the ninth cranial nerve
which controls the pharynx, the salivary
glands and part of the tongue
glossectomy



Glossina



glossitis



glosso-



glossodynia





glossopharyngeal





glossopharyngeal nerve





gluteal

glossoplegia /&lɒsəυ pli də/ noun paralysis of the tongue
glossotomy /&lɒ sɒtəmi/ noun a surgical incision into the tongue
glottis / &lɒts/ noun an opening in the larynx
between the vocal cords, which forms the entrance to the main airway from the pharynx
gluc- /&lu k/ prefix referring to glucose
glucagon / &lu kə&ɒn/ noun a hormone secreted by the islets of Langerhans in the pancreas, which increases the level of blood sugar
by stimulating the breakdown of glycogen
glucagonoma /&lu kə&ɒ nəυmə/ noun a
tumour of the cells of the pancreas that produces glucagon
glucocorticoid /&lu kəυ kɔ tkɔd/ noun
any corticosteroid which breaks down carbohydrates and fats for use by the body, produced
by the adrenal cortex
gluconeogenesis
/&lu kəυni əυ
denəss/ noun the production of glucose in
the liver from protein or fat reserves
glucose / &lu kəυz/ noun a simple sugar
found in some fruit, but also broken down
from white sugar or carbohydrate and absorbed into the body or secreted by the kidneys. Also called dextrose
glossoplegia





glossotomy



glottis



gluc-

glucagon



glucagonoma





glucocorticoid





gluconeogenesis







glucose



COMMENT: Combustion of glucose with oxygen to form carbon dioxide and water is the
body’s main source of energy.
glucose tolerance test / &lu kəυz
tɒlərəns test/ noun a test for diabetes melliglucose tolerance test



tus, in which someone eats glucose and his or
her urine and blood are tested at regular intervals. Abbr GTT
glucosuria /&lu kəυ sjυəriə/ noun same as
glucosuria





glycosuria

glucuronic acid /&lu kjυrɒnk sd/
noun an acid formed by glucose that acts on bilirubin
glue ear /&lu ə/ noun a condition in which
fluid forms behind the eardrum and causes
deafness. Also called secretory otitis media
glue-sniffing / &lu snfŋ/ noun 쏡 solvent
glucuronic acid



glue ear

glue-sniffing



abuse

glutamic acid /&lu tmk sd/ noun an
amino acid
glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase
/&lu tmk ɒksələυəsi tk trns m*
nez/ noun an enzyme used to test for viral
hepatitis
glutamic pyruvic transaminase /&lu
tmk paru vk trns mnez/ noun an
enzyme produced in the liver and released into
the blood if the liver is damaged
glutaminase /&lu tmnez/ noun an enzyme in the kidneys that helps to break down
glutamine
glutamine / &lu təmi n/ noun an amino acid
gluteal / &lu tiəl/ adjective referring to the
buttocks
glutamic acid



glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase







glutamic pyruvic transaminase







glutaminase



glutamine



gluteal
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gluteal artery / &lu tiəl ɑ təri/ noun one of
the two arteries supplying the buttocks, the inferior gluteal artery or the superior gluteal
artery
gluteal muscle / &lu tiəl m"s(ə)l/ noun a
muscle in the buttock. 쒁 gluteus
gluteal vein / &lu tiəl ven/ noun one of two
veins draining the buttocks, the inferior gluteal vein and the superior gluteal vein
gluten / &lu t(ə)n/ noun a protein found in
some cereals, which makes the grains form a
sticky paste when water is added
gluten enteropathy same as gluten-ingluteal artery



gluteal muscle



gluteal vein



gluten



gluten enteropathy

duced enteropathy



Many of the drugs produced from plants are glycosides.)
glycosuria /&lakəυ sjυəriə/ noun a high
glycosuria





level of sugar in the urine, a symptom of diabetes mellitus
GMC abbr General Medical Council
gnathic / nθk/ adjective referring to the
jaw
gnathoplasty / nθəυplsti/ noun surgery
on the jaw
gnawing / nɔ ŋ/ adjective referring to a
physical or emotional feeling that is persistent
and uncomfortable 쑗 a gnawing pain 쑗 gnawing anxiety
goblet cell / &ɒblət sel/ noun a tube-shaped
cell in the epithelium which secretes mucus
GOC abbr General Optical Council
go down /&əυ daυn/ verb to become smaller 쑗 The swelling has started to go down. 쑗
The blood sugar level went down.
goitre / &ɔtə/ noun an excessive enlargement
of the thyroid gland, seen as a swelling round
the neck, caused by a lack of iodine (NOTE: The
GMC

gnathic



gnathoplasty





gnawing



gluten-free diet /&lu t(ə)n fri daət/ noun
a diet containing only food containing no gluten
gluten-induced enteropathy /&lu t(ə)n
ndju st entə rɒpəθi/ noun 1. an allergic
disease mainly affecting children, in which the
lining of the intestine is sensitive to gluten,
preventing the small intestine from digesting
fat 2. a condition in adults where the villi in the
intestine become smaller and so reduce the
surface which can absorb nutrients (NOTE:
gluten-free diet



gluten-induced enteropathy





glycoside / &lakəυsad/ noun a chemical
compound of a type which is formed from a
simple sugar and another compound (NOTE:
glycoside



Symptoms include a swollen abdomen, pale diarrhoea, abdominal pains and anaemia.) 왘 also
called coeliac disease
gluteus / &lu tiəs/ noun one of three muscles
gluteus



in the buttocks, responsible for movements of
the hip. The largest is the gluteus maximus,
while the gluteus medius and gluteus minimus are smaller.
glyc- /&lak/ prefix same as glyco- (used beglyc-

fore vowels)

glycaemia /&la si miə/ noun the level of
glucose found in the blood. 쒁 hypoglycaemia,
glycaemia



hyperglycaemia

goblet cell



GOC

go down



goitre



US spelling is goiter.)

goitrogen / &ɔtrədən/ noun a substance
which causes goitre
gold /&əυld/ noun a soft yellow-coloured precious metal, used as a compound in various
drugs, and sometimes as a filling for teeth
goitrogen



gold

(NOTE: The chemical symbol is Au.)
golden eye ointment /&əυld(ə)n a
ɔntmənt/ noun a yellow ointment, made of
golden eye ointment



an oxide of mercury, used to treat inflammation of the eyelids
gold injection / &əυld ndekʃən/ noun an
injection of a solution containing gold, used to
relieve rheumatoid arthritis
golfer’s elbow /&ɒlfəz elbəυ/ noun inflammation of the tendons of the elbow
Golgi apparatus / &ɒldi pəretəs/ noun
a folded membranous structure inside the cell
cytoplasm which stores and transports enzymes and hormones [Described 1898. After
gold injection



glycerin / &lsərn/, glycerine, glycerol /
&lsərɒl/ noun a colourless viscous sweettasting liquid present in all fats (NOTE: Synthetglycerin





ic glycerin is used in various medicinal preparations and also as a lubricant in items such as
toothpaste and cough medicines.)
glycine / &lasi n/ noun an amino acid
glyco- /&lakəυ/ prefix referring to sugar
glycocholic acid /&lakəυkɒlk sd/
noun one of the bile acids
glycogen / &lakədən/ noun a type of
glycine



glyco-

glycocholic acid



glycogen



starch, converted from glucose by the action of
insulin, and stored in the liver as a source of
energy
glycogenesis /&lakəυ denəss/ noun the
process by which glucose is converted into
glycogen in the liver
glycogenolysis
/&lakəυdə nɒləss/
noun the process by which glycogen is broken
down to form glucose
glycolysis /&la kɒləss/ noun the metabolic
breakdown of glucose to release energy
glycogenesis





glycogenolysis



glycolysis







golfer’s elbow



Golgi apparatus





Camillo Golgi (1843–1926), Professor of Histology and later Rector of the University of Pavia, Italy. In 1906 he shared the Nobel Prize with Santiago Ramón y Cajal for work on the nervous
system.]
Golgi cell / &ɒldi sel/ noun a type of nerve
Golgi cell



cell in the central nervous system, either with
long axons (Golgi Type 1) or without axons
(Golgi Type 2)
gomphosis /&ɒm fəυss/ noun a joint which
cannot move, like that between a tooth and the
jaw
gonad / &əυnd/ noun a sex gland which
produces gametes and also sex hormones, e.g.
a testicle in males or an ovary in females
gomphosis



gonad
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gonadotrophic hormone /&əυnədəυtrɒ
fk hɔ məυn/ noun one of two hormones, the
follicle-stimulating hormone and the luteinising hormone, produced by the anterior pituitary gland which have an effect on the ovaries
in females and on the testes in males
gonadotrophin /&əυnədəυ trəυfn/ noun
any of a group of hormones produced by the
pituitary gland which stimulates the sex glands
at puberty. 쒁 human chorionic gonadotrophin
gonadotrophic hormone





gonadotrophin





(NOTE: The US spelling is gonadotropin.)
gonagra /&ɒ n&rə/ noun a form of gout
gonagra



which occurs in the knees
goni- /&əυni/ prefix same as gonio- (used begoni-

fore a vowel )
gonio- /&əυniəυ/ prefix referring to an angle
gonion / &əυniɒn/ noun the outer point at
gonio-

gonion



which the lower jawbone angles upwards
goniopuncture / &əυniəυp"ŋktʃə/ noun a
surgical operation for draining fluid from the
eyes of someone who has glaucoma
gonioscope / &əυniəskəυp/ noun a lens for
measuring the angle of the front part of the eye
goniotomy /&əυni ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to treat glaucoma by cutting Schlemm’s canal
gonococcal /&ɒnə kɒk(ə)l/ adjective referring to gonococcus
gonococcus /&ɒnə kɒkəs/ noun a type of
bacterium, Neisseria gonorrhoea, which causes gonorrhoea (NOTE: The plural is gonococci.)
gonocyte / &ɒnəsat/ noun same as germ
goniopuncture





gonioscope



goniotomy





gonococcal





gonococcus





gonocyte



cell

gonorrhoea /&ɒnə ri ə/ noun a sexually
transmitted disease which produces painful irritation of the mucous membrane and a watery
discharge from the vagina or penis
gonorrhoeal /&ɒnə ri əl/ adjective referring
to gonorrhoea
Goodpasture’s syndrome /&υd pɑ stʃəz
sndrəυm/ noun a rare lung disease in which
someone coughs up blood, is anaemic, and
may have kidney failure [Described 1919. After
gonorrhoea





gonorrhoeal





Goodpasture’s syndrome



Ernest William Goodpasture (1886–1960), US
pathologist.]
goose bumps / &u s b"mps/, goose flesh /
&u s fleʃ/, goose pimples / &u s pmp(ə)lz/
noun a reaction of the skin when someone is
goose bumps







cold or frightened, the skin being raised into
many little bumps by the action of the arrector
pili muscles. Also called cutis anserina
Gordh needle / &ɔ d ni d(ə)l/ noun a needle with a bag attached, so that several injections can be made one after the other
gorget / &ɔ dt/ noun a surgical instrument
used to remove stones from the bladder
gouge /&aυd/ noun a surgical instrument
like a chisel, used to cut bone
goundou / &u ndu / noun a condition caused
by yaws, in which growths form on either side
of the nose
Gordh needle



gorget



gouge

goundou



Gram-negative bacterium

gout /&aυt/ noun a disease in which unusual
quantities of uric acid are produced and form
crystals in the cartilage round joints. Also
called podagra
gout

COMMENT: Gout was formerly associated with
drinking strong wines such as port, but is now
believed to arise in three ways: excess uric
acid in the diet, overproduction of uric acid in
the body and inadequate excretion of uric acid. It is likely that both overproduction and inadequate excretion are due to inherited biochemical developments. Excess intake of alcohol can provoke an attack by interfering
with the excretion of uric acid.
gown /&aυn/ noun a long robe worn over other clothes to protect them 쑗 The surgeons were
wearing green gowns. 쑗 The patient was
gown

dressed in a theatre gown, ready to go to the
operating theatre.
GP abbr general practitioner
GP co-op /di pi kəυ ɒp/ noun a group of
GPs who work together to provide out-ofhours care without making any profit
gr symbol grain
Graafian follicle /&rfiən fɒlk(ə)l/ noun
same as ovarian follicle [After Reijnier de Graaf
GP

GP co-op



gr

Graafian follicle



(1641–73), Dutch physician]
gracilis / &resls/ noun a thin muscle rungracilis



ning down the inside of the leg from the top of
the leg down to the top of the tibia
graduated / &rduetd/ adjective with
marks showing various degrees or levels 쑗 a
graduated measuring jar
Graefe’s knife / &refəz naf/ noun a sharp
knife used in operations on cataracts [After
graduated



Graefe’s knife



Friedrich Wilhelm Ernst Albrecht von Graefe
(1828–70), Professor of Ophthalmology in Berlin, Germany]
graft /&rɑ ft/ noun 1. the act of transplanting
graft

an organ or tissue to replace one which is not
functioning or which is diseased 쑗 a skin graft
2. an organ or tissue which is transplanted 쑗
The corneal graft was successful. 쑗 The patient was given drugs to prevent the graft being
rejected. 쐽 verb to take a healthy organ or tissue and transplant it in place of diseased or
malfunctioning organ or tissue 쑗 The surgeons
grafted a new section of bone at the side of the
skull. 쏡 autograft, homograft
graft versus host disease /&rɑ ft v! səs
həυst dzi z/ noun a condition which develops when cells from the grafted tissue react
against the person’s own tissue, causing skin
disorders. Abbr GVHD
grain /&ren/ noun 1. a very small piece of
something hard such as salt 2. a measure of
weight equal to 0.0648 grams. Symbol gr
-gram /&rm/ suffix a record in the form of a
picture
Gram-negative
bacterium
/&rm
ne&ətv bktəriəm/ noun a bacterium
which takes up the red counterstain, after the
alcohol has washed out the first violet dye
graft versus host disease





grain

-gram

Gram-negative bacterium
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Gram-positive bacterium /&rm pɒztv
bktəriəm/ noun a bacterium which retains
violet dye and appears blue-black when
viewed under the microscope
Gram’s stain /&rmz sten/ noun a method
of staining bacteria so that they can be identified [Described 1884. After Hans Christian
Gram-positive bacterium



Gram’s stain

Joachim Gram (1853–1938), Professor of Medicine in Copenhagen, Denmark. He discovered
the stain by accident as a student in Berlin, Germany.]
COMMENT: The tissue sample is first stained
with a violet dye, treated with alcohol, and
then counterstained with a red dye.
grand mal /&rɒn ml/ noun a type of epigrand mal



lepsy, in which someone becomes unconscious and falls down, while the muscles become stiff and twitch violently
grand multiparity /&rn m"lti prti/
noun the fact of having given birth to more
than four children
granular / &rnjυlə/ adjective made up of
granules
granular cast /&rnjυlə kɑ st/ noun a cast
composed of cells filled with protein and fatty
granules
granular leucocyte /&rnjυlə lu kəsat/
noun same as granulocyte
granulation /&rnjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the formation of rough red tissue on the surface of a
wound or site of infection, the first stage in the
healing process
granulation
tissue /&rnjυ leʃ(ə)n
tʃu / noun soft tissue, consisting mainly of
tiny blood vessels and fibres, which forms over
a wound
granule / &rnju l/ noun a very small piece
of something hard
granulocyte / &rnjυləsat/ noun a type of
leucocyte or white blood cell which contains
granules, e.g. a basophil, eosinophil or neutrophil
granulocytopenia
/&rnjυləυsatəυ
pi niə/ noun a usually fatal disease caused by
the lowering of the number of granulocytes in
the blood due to bone marrow malfunction
granuloma /&rnjυ ləυmə/ noun a mass of
granulation tissue which forms at the site of
bacterial infections (NOTE: The plural is granugrand multiparity





granular



granular cast



granular leucocyte



granulation





granulation tissue





granule



granulocyte



granulocytopenia







granuloma





lomata or granulomas.)

granuloma inguinale /&rnjυləυmə
ŋ&w neli/ noun a sexually transmitted disease affecting the anus and genitals in which
the skin becomes covered with ulcers, usually
occurring in the tropics
granulomatosis /&rnjυləυmə təυss/
noun persistent inflammation leading to the
formation of nodules
granulopoiesis
/&rnju ləυpɔ i ss/
noun the normal production of granulocytes in
the bone marrow
granuloma inguinale





granulomatosis





granulopoiesis





graph /&rɑ f/ noun a diagram which shows
the relationship between quantities as a line
graph- /&rf/ prefix writing
-graph /&rɑ f/ suffix a machine which records
something as pictures
-grapher /&rəfə/ suffix a technician who operates a machine which records
-graphy /&rəfi/ suffix the technique of study
through pictures
grattage /&r tɑ / noun a procedure that involves scraping the surface of an ulcer which
is healing slowly to make it heal more rapidly
gravel / &rv(ə)l/ noun small stones which
pass from the kidney to the urinary system,
causing pain in the ureter
Graves’ disease / &revz dzi z/ noun
same as exophthalmic goitre [Described 1835.
graph

graph-

-graph

-grapher

-graphy

grattage



gravel



Graves’ disease





After Robert James Graves (1796–1853), Irish
physician at the Meath Hospital, Dublin, Ireland,
where he was responsible for introducing clinical
ward work for medical students.]
gravid / &rvd/ adjective pregnant
gravides multiparae /&rvdi z m"lti
pɑ ri / plural noun women who have given
gravid



gravides multiparae





birth to at least four live babies
gravity / &rvti/ noun the importance or potential danger of a disease or situation
Grawitz tumour / &rɑ vts tju mə/ noun a
malignant tumour in kidney cells [Described
gravity



Grawitz tumour



1883. After Paul Albert Grawitz (1850–1932),
Professor of Pathology at Greifswald, Germany.]
gray /&re/ noun an SI unit of measurement of
gray

absorbed radiation equal to 100 rads. Symbol

Gy. 쒁 rad
graze /&rez/ noun a scrape on the skin surface, making some blood flow 쐽 verb to scrape
graze

the skin surface accidentally
great cerebral vein /&ret serəbrəl ven/
noun a median vein draining the choroid plexuses of the lateral and third ventricles
greater curvature /&retə k! vətʃə/ noun
a convex line of the stomach
greater vestibular glands /&retə ve stb*
jυlə &lndz/ noun same as Bartholin’s glands
great toe / &ret təυ/ noun same as big toe
green monkey disease /&ri n m"ŋki d
zi z/ noun same as Marburg disease
greenstick fracture / &ri nstk frktʃə/
noun a type of fracture occurring in children,
where a long bone bends, but is not completely
broken
grey commissure /&re kɒmsjυə/ noun
part of the grey matter nearest to the central canal of the spinal cord, where axons cross over
each other
grey matter / &re mtə/ noun nerve tissue
which is of a dark grey colour and forms part
of the central nervous system
great cerebral vein



greater curvature



greater vestibular glands





great toe



green monkey disease



greenstick fracture



grey commissure

grey matter



COMMENT: In the brain, grey matter encloses
the white matter, but in the spinal cord, white
matter encloses the grey matter.
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grief counsellor / &ri f kaυns(ə)lə/ noun a
person who helps someone to cope with the
feelings they have when someone such as a
close relative dies
Griffith’s types / &rfθs taps/ noun various types of haemolytic streptococci, classified according to the antigens present in them
gripe water / &rap wɔ tə/ noun a solution
of glucose and alcohol, used to relieve abdominal pains in babies
griping / &rapŋ/ adjective referring to stomach pains that are sudden, sharp and intense
grocer’s itch /&rəυsəz tʃ/ noun a form of
dermatitis on the hands caused by handling
flour and sugar
groin /&rɔn/ noun a junction at each side of
the body where the lower abdomen joins the
top of the thighs 쑗 He had a dull pain in his
groin. (NOTE: For other terms referring to the
grief counsellor



Griffith’s types



gripe water



griping



grocer’s itch



groin

groin, see inguinal.)
grommet / &rɒmt/ noun a tube which can be
grommet



passed from the external auditory meatus into
the middle ear, usually to allow fluid to drain
off, as in someone who has glue ear
gross anatomy /&rəυs ə ntəmi/ noun the
study of the structure of the body that can be
seen without the use of a microscope
ground substance /&raυnd s"bstəns/
noun same as matrix
group /&ru p/ noun several people, animals or
things which are all close together 쑗 A group
of patients were waiting in the surgery. 쐽 verb
to bring things or people together in a group,
or come together in a group 쑗 The drugs are
grouped under the heading ‘antibiotics’.
group practice /&ru p prkts/ noun a
medical practice where several doctors or dentists share the same office building and support
services
group therapy /&ru p θerəpi/ noun a type
of psychotherapy where a group of people
with the same disorder meet together with a
therapist to discuss their condition and try to
help each other
growing pains / &rəυŋ penz/ plural noun
pains associated with adolescence, which can
be a form of rheumatic fever
growth /&rəυθ/ noun 1. the process of increasing in size 쑗 the growth in the population
since 1960 쑗 The disease stunts children’s
growth. 2. a cyst or tumour 쑗 The doctor found
a cancerous growth on the left breast. 쑗 He
had an operation to remove a small growth
from his chin.
growth factor / &rəυθ fktə/ noun a chemical, especially a polypeptide, produced in the
body which encourages particular cells to
grow 쑗 a nerve growth factor
growth hormone / &rəυθ hɔ məυn/ noun a
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland during
deep sleep, which stimulates growth of the
gross anatomy





ground substance



group

group practice

group therapy

growing pains



growth

growth factor



growth hormone



gut

long bones and protein synthesis. Also called
somatropin

grumbling appendix /&r"mblŋ ə
pendks/ noun a vermiform appendix that is
always slightly inflamed (informal ) 쒁 chronic
grumbling appendix





appendicitis
GTT

GTT abbr glucose tolerance test
GU abbr 1. gastric ulcer 2. genitourinary
guanine / &wɑ ni n/ noun one of the four basic chemicals in DNA
guardian ad litem /&ɑ diən d li təm/
noun a person who acts on behalf of a minor
who is a defendant in a court case
guardian Caldicott /&ɑ diən kɔ ldkɒt/
noun in the UK, a person appointed by a hospital or Health Trust to make sure that information about patients is kept confidential, following the Caldicott Report of 1997
gubernaculum /&u bə nkjυləm/ noun in
a fetus, fibrous tissue connecting the testes (the
gonads) to the groin
Guillain-Barré syndrome /&i jn bre
sndrəυm/ noun a nervous disorder in which,
after a non-specific infection, demyelination
of the spinal roots and peripheral nerves takes
place, leading to generalised weakness and
sometimes respiratory paralysis. Also called
GU

guanine



guardian ad litem



guardian Caldicott



gubernaculum





Guillain-Barré syndrome



Landry’s paralysis [Described 1916. After
Georges Guillain (1876–1961), Professor of
Neurology in Paris, France, Jean Alexandre Barré (1880–1967), Professor of Neurology in
Strasbourg, France.]
guillotine / &ləti n/ noun a surgical instruguillotine



ment for cutting out tonsils
guinea worm / &ni w! m/ noun same as
guinea worm



Dracunculus

Gulf War syndrome /&"lf wɔ sndrəυm/
noun a collection of unexplained symptoms,
including fatigue, skin disorders, and muscle
pains, affecting some soldiers who fought in
the Gulf War in 1991
gullet / &"lt/ noun same as oesophagus
gum /&"m/ noun the soft tissue covering the
part of the jaw which surrounds the teeth 쑗
Her gums are red and inflamed. 쑗 A build-up
of tartar can lead to gum disease. Also called
Gulf War syndrome

gullet



gum

gingiva (NOTE: For other terms referring to the
gums, see words beginning with gingiv-.)
gumboil / &"mbɔl/ noun an abscess on the
gumboil



gum near a tooth
gumma / &"mə/ noun an abscess of dead tissue and overgrown scar tissue, which develops
in the later stages of syphilis
gustation /&" steʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of tasting
gustatory / &"stət(ə)ri/ adjective referring
to the sense of taste
gut /&"t/ noun 1. the tubular organ for the digestion and absorption of food. Also called intestine 2. a type of thread, made from the intestines of sheep. It is used to sew up internal
gumma



gustation



gustatory



gut
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incisions and dissolves slowly so does not
need to be removed. 쒁 catgut
Guthrie test / &"θri test/ noun a test used on
babies to detect the presence of phenylketonuria [After R. Guthrie (b. 1916), US paediatrician.]
gutta / &"tə/ noun a drop of liquid, as used in
treatment of the eyes (NOTE: The plural is gutGuthrie test



gutta



tae.)

gutter splint / &"tə splnt/ noun a shaped
container in which a broken limb can rest without being completely surrounded
GVHD abbr graft versus host disease
gyn- /&an/ prefix same as gynae- (used before
gutter splint



GVHD

gyn-

a vowel )

gynae- /&ani/ prefix referring to women
gynae-

(NOTE: In US English words beginning with gynae- are spelled gyne-.)

gynaecological /&ankə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the treatment of diseases of
gynaecological





women
gynaecologist /&an kɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in the treatment of diseases of women
gynaecology /&an kɒlədi/ noun the study
of female sex organs and the treatment of diseases of women in general
gynaecomastia /&ankə mstiə/ noun
the unusual development of breasts in a male
gyne / &ani/ same as gynaecology, gynaecological (informal ) 쑗 a gyne appointment
gypsum / dpsəm/ noun calcium sulphate,
used as plaster of Paris
gyrus / daərəs/ noun a raised part of the
cerebral cortex between the sulci
gynaecologist





gynaecology



gynaecomastia



gyne



gypsum



gyrus
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H2-receptor antagonist /etʃ tu r
septər nt&ənst/ noun a drug that inhibits the production of stomach acid and so relieves indigestion and gastric ulcers
HA abbr health authority
habit / hbt/ noun 1. an action which is an
automatic response to a stimulus 2. a regular
way of doing something 쑗 He got into the habit of swimming every day before breakfast. 쑗
She’s got out of the habit of taking any exercise. 왍 from force of habit because you do it
regularly 쑗 I wake up at 6 o’clock from force
of habit.
habit-forming / hbt fɔ mŋ/ adjective
making someone addicted
habit-forming drug / hbt fɔ mŋ dr"&/
noun a drug which is addictive
habitual /hə btʃuəl/ adjective done frequently or as a matter of habit
habitual abortion /həbtʃuəl ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which a woman has abortions with successive pregnancies
habituation /həbtʃu eʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact
of being psychologically but not physically addicted to or dependent on a drug, alcohol or
other substance
habitus / hbtəs/ noun the general physical
appearance of a person, including build and
posture
hacking cough /hkŋ kɒf/ noun a continuous short dry cough
haem /hi m/ noun a molecule containing iron
which binds proteins to form haemoproteins
such as haemoglobin and myoglobin
haem- /hi m/ prefix same as haemo- (used beH2-receptor antagonist







HA

habit



habit-forming



habit-forming drug



habitual



habitual abortion





habituation





habitus



hacking cough



haem

haem-

fore vowels) (NOTE: In US English, words beginning with the prefix haem- are spelled hem- .)
haemagglutination /hi mə&lu t neʃ(ə)n/
noun the clumping of red blood cells, often
haemagglutination





used to test for the presence of antibodies
haemangioma /hi mndi əυmə/ noun a
harmless tumour which forms in blood vessels
and appears on the skin as a birthmark
haemarthrosis /hi mɑ θrəυss/ noun pain
and swelling caused by blood leaking into a
joint
haemangioma





haemarthrosis





haematemesis /hi mə teməss/ noun a
condition in which someone vomits blood,
usually because of internal bleeding
haematic /hi mtk/ adjective referring to
blood
haematin / hi mətn/ noun a substance
which forms from haemoglobin when bleeding takes place
haematinic /hi mə tnk/ noun a drug
which increases haemoglobin in blood, used to
treat anaemia, e.g. an iron compound
haemato- /hi mətəυ/ prefix referring to
blood
haematocoele / hi mətəυsi l/, haematocele noun a swelling caused by blood leaking into a cavity, especially the scrotum
haematocolpos /hi mətəυ kɒlpəs/ noun a
condition in which the vagina is filled with
blood at menstruation because the hymen has
no opening
haematocrit / hi mətəυkrt/ noun 1. same
as packed cell volume 2. an instrument for
measuring haematocrit
haematocyst / hi mətəυsst/ noun a cyst
which contains blood
haematogenous /hi mə tɒdənəs/ adjective 1. producing blood 2. produced by blood
haematological /hi mətəυ lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to haematology
haematologist /hi mə tɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in haematology
haematology /hi mə tɒlədi/ noun the scientific study of blood, its formation and its diseases
haematoma /hi mə təυmə/ noun a mass of
blood under the skin caused by a blow or by
the effects of an operation
haematometra /hi mə tɒmtrə/ noun 1.
excessive bleeding in the uterus 2. a swollen
uterus, caused by haematocolpos
haematomyelia /hi mətəυma i liə/ noun
a condition in which blood leaks into the spinal cord
haematopoiesis /hi mətəυpɔ i ss/ noun
same as haemopoiesis
haematemesis





haematic



haematin



haematinic





haemato-

haematocoele



haematocolpos





haematocrit



haematocyst



haematogenous





haematological





haematologist





haematology





haematoma





haematometra





haematomyelia





haematopoiesis
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haematoporphyrin /hi mətəυ pɔ fərn/
noun porphyrin produced from haemoglobin
haematosalpinx
/hi mətəυ slpŋks/
noun same as haemosalpinx
haematospermia
/hi mtəυ sp! miə/
noun the presence of blood in the sperm
haematozoon /hi mətəυ zəυɒn/ noun a
parasite living in the blood (NOTE: The plural is
haematoporphyrin





haematosalpinx





haematospermia





haematozoon





haematozoa.)

haematuria /hi mə tjυəriə/ noun the unusual presence of blood in the urine, as a result
of injury or disease of the kidney or bladder
haemin / hi mn/ noun a salt derived from
haemoglobin, used in the treatment of porphyria
haemo- /hi məυ/ prefix referring to blood
haemochromatosis
/hi məυkrəυmə
təυss/ noun an inherited disease in which the
body absorbs and stores too much iron, causing cirrhosis of the liver and giving the skin a
dark colour. Also called bronze diabetes
haemoconcentration
/ hi məυkɒnsən
treʃ(ə)n/ noun an increase in the percentage
of red blood cells because the volume of plasma is reduced. Compare haemodilution
haemocytoblast
/hi məυ satəυblst/
noun an embryonic blood cell in the bone marrow from which red and white blood cells and
platelets develop
haemocytometer
/hi məυsa tɒmtə/
noun a glass jar in which a sample of blood is
diluted and the blood cells counted
haemodialyse /hi məυ daəlaz/ verb to
remove waste matter from the blood using a
dialyser (kidney machine)
haemodialysed
patient
/hi məυ
daəlazd peʃ(ə)nt/ noun someone who has
undergone haemodialysis
haemodialysis /hi məυda ləss/ noun
same as kidney dialysis
haemodilution /hi məυda lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun
a decrease in the percentage of red blood cells
because the volume of plasma has increased.
Compare haemoconcentration
haemoglobin /hi məυ &ləυbn/ noun a red
respiratory pigment formed of haem and globin in red blood cells which gives blood its red
colour. It absorbs oxygen in the lungs and carries it in the blood to the tissues. Abbr Hb. 쒁 oxhaematuria





haemin



haemo-

haemochromatosis





haemoconcentration







haemocytoblast





haemocytometer





haemodialyse





haemodialysed patient



haemodialysis





haemodilution





haemoglobin





yhaemoglobin, carboxyhaemoglobin
haemoglobinaemia
/ hi məυ&ləυb
ni miə/ noun a condition in which haemohaemoglobinaemia





globin is found in blood plasma
haemoglobinopathy
/hi məυ&ləυb
nɒpəθi/ noun an inherited disease of a group
which result from damaging variations in the
production of haemoglobin, e.g. sickle-cell
anaemia
haemoglobinuria /hi məυ&ləυb njυəriə/
noun a condition in which haemoglobin is
found in the urine
haemoglobinopathy





haemoglobinuria





haemogram / hi məυ&rm/ noun the printed result of a blood test
haemolysin /hi məυ lasn/ noun a protein
which destroys red blood cells
haemolysis /hi mɒləss/ noun the destruction of red blood cells
haemolytic /hi məυ ltk/ adjective destroying red blood cells 쐽 noun a substance
which destroys red blood cells, e.g. snake venom
haemolytic anaemia /hi məltk ə
ni miə/ noun a condition in which the destruction of red blood cells is about six times
the usual rate, and the supply of new cells from
the bone marrow cannot meet the demand
haemolytic disease of the newborn /
hi məυltk dzi z əv ðə nju bɔ n/ noun a
condition in which the red blood cells of the
fetus are destroyed because antibodies in the
mother’s blood react against them
haemolytic
jaundice
/hi məυltk
dɔ nds/ noun jaundice caused by haemolysis of the red blood cells. Also called prehehaemogram



haemolysin





haemolysis



haemolytic





haemolytic anaemia





haemolytic disease of the newborn





haemolytic jaundice



patic jaundice
haemolytic uraemic syndrome

haemolytic
uraemic
syndrome /
hi məυltk jυ ri mk sndrəυm/ noun a
condition in which haemolytic anaemia damages the kidneys
haemopericardium /hi məυper kɑ diəm/
noun a condition in which blood is found in the
pericardium
haemoperitoneum /hi məυpertə ni əm/
noun a condition in which blood is found in the
peritoneal cavity
haemophilia /hi mə fliə/ noun a disorder
linked to a recessive gene on the X-chromosome in which the blood clots much more
slowly than usual, resulting in extensive bleeding from even minor injuries. The gene is
passed by women to their male children and
the disorder is seen almost exclusively in boys.
haemophilia A /hi məυfliə e/ noun the
most common type of haemophilia, in which
the inability to synthesise Factor VIII, a protein that promotes blood clotting, means that
the blood clots very slowly
haemophilia B /hi məfliə bi / noun a less
common type of haemophilia, in which the inability to synthesise Factor IX, a protein that
promotes blood clotting, means that the blood
clots very slowly. Also called Christmas dis



haemopericardium





haemoperitoneum





haemophilia





haemophilia A



haemophilia B



ease

haemophiliac /hi mə flik/ noun a person
who has haemophilia
haemophilic /hi məυ flk/ adjective referring to haemophilia
Haemophilus /hi mɒfləs/ noun a genus of
bacteria which needs specific factors in the
blood to grow
Haemophilus influenzae /hi mɒfləs n*
flu enzə/ noun a bacterium which lives in
haemophiliac





haemophilic





Haemophilus



Haemophilus influenzae
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hallux valgus

healthy throats, but which can cause pneumonia if a person’s resistance is lowered by a bout
of flu
Haemophilus influenzae type b /hi mɒ
fləs nfluenzə tap bi / noun a bacterium
which causes meningitis. Abbr Hib
haemophthalmia /hi mɒf θlmiə/ noun a
condition in which blood is found in the vitreous humour of the eye
haemopneumothorax /hi məυnju məυ
θɔ rks/ noun same as pneumohaemothorax
haemopoiesis /hi məυpɔ i ss/ noun the
continual production of blood cells and blood
platelets in the bone marrow. Also called

haemostat / hi məυstt/ noun a device
which stops bleeding, e.g. a clamp
haemostatic /hi məυ sttk/ adjective
stopping bleeding 쐽 noun a drug which stops
bleeding
haemothorax /hi məυ θɔ rks/ noun a
condition in which blood is found in the pleural cavity
Hageman factor / hɑ &əmən fktə/ noun
same as Factor XII
HAI abbr Hospital Acquired Infection
hair cell / heə sel/ noun a receptor cell which
converts fluid pressure changes into nerve impulses carried in the auditory nerve (NOTE: For

blood formation

other terms referring to hair, see words beginning with pilo-, trich-, tricho-.)
hair follicle / heə fɒlk(ə)l/ noun the cells

Haemophilus influenzae type b





haemophthalmia





haemopneumothorax







haemopoiesis





haemopoietic /hi məυpɔ etk/ adjective
referring to the formation of blood in the bone
marrow
haemoptysis /hi mɒptəss/ noun a condition in which someone coughs blood from the
lungs, caused by a serious illness such as anaemia, pneumonia, tuberculosis or cancer
haemorrhage / hem(ə)rd/ noun the loss of
a large quantity of blood, especially from a
burst blood vessel 쑗 He died of a brain haemorrhage. 쐽 verb to bleed heavily 쑗 The injured
man was haemorrhaging from the mouth.
haemorrhagic /hemə rdk/ adjective referring to heavy bleeding
haemorrhagic disease of the newborn /
hemərdk dzi z əv ðə nju bɔ n/ noun a
disease of newly born babies, which makes
them haemorrhage easily, caused by temporary lack of prothrombin
haemorrhagic disorder /hemərdk
ds ɔ də/ noun a disorder in which haemorrhages occur, e.g. haemophilia
haemorrhagic fever /hemərdk fi və/
noun a viral infection that results in profuse internal bleeding from the capillaries, e.g. dengue or Ebola
haemorrhagic
stroke /hemərdk
strəυk/ noun a stroke caused by a burst blood
vessel
haemorrhoidal /hemə rɔdəl/ adjective referring to haemorrhoids
haemorrhoidectomy /hemərɔ dektəmi/
noun the surgical removal of haemorrhoids
haemorrhoids / hemərɔdz/ plural noun
swollen veins in the anorectal passage. Also
called piles
haemosalpinx /hi məυ slpŋks/ noun the
accumulation of blood in the Fallopian tubes
haemosiderosis
/hi məυsdə rəυss/
noun a disorder in which iron forms large deposits in the tissue, causing haemorrhaging
and destruction of red blood cells
haemostasis /hi məυ stess/ noun the
process of stopping bleeding or slowing the
movement of blood
haemopoietic





haemoptysis



haemorrhage



haemorrhagic





haemorrhagic disease of the newborn





haemostat



haemostatic





haemothorax





Hageman factor



HAI

hair cell



hair follicle



and tissue that surround the root of a hair
hairline fracture / heəlan frktʃə/ noun a
very slight crack in a bone caused by injury
hair papilla /heə pə plə/ noun a part of the
skin containing capillaries which feed blood to
the hair
hairy cell leukaemia /heəri sel lu
kiəmiə/ noun a form of leukaemia in which
white blood cells have fine projections
half-life / hɑ f laf/ noun 1. a measurement of
the period of time taken before the concentration of a drug has reached half of what it was
when it was administered 2. the time taken for
half the atoms in a radioactive isotope to decay
halitosis /hl təυss/ noun a condition in
which a person has breath which smells unpleasant. Also called bad breath
hairline fracture



hair papilla



hairy cell leukaemia





half-life



halitosis





haemorrhagic disorder





haemorrhagic fever



haemorrhagic stroke



haemorrhoidal





haemorrhoidectomy





haemorrhoids



haemosalpinx



haemosiderosis





haemostasis





COMMENT: Halitosis can have several causes:
caries in the teeth, infection of the gums, and
indigestion are the most usual. The breath
can also have an unpleasant smell during
menstruation, or in association with certain
diseases such as diabetes mellitus and uraemia.
halluces / hlusi z/ plural of hallux
hallucinate /hə lu snet/ verb to have hallucinations 쑗 The patient was hallucinating.
hallucination /həlu s neʃ(ə)n/ noun an
halluces



hallucinate



hallucination





experience of seeing an imaginary scene or
hearing an imaginary sound as clearly as if it
were really there
hallucinatory /hə lu snət(ə)ri/ adjective referring to a drug which causes hallucinations
hallucinogen /hlu snədən/ noun a
drug which causes hallucinations, e.g. cannabis or LSD
hallucinogenic /həlu snə denk/ adjective referring to a substance which produces
hallucinations 쑗 a hallucinogenic fungus
hallux / hləks/ noun the big toe (NOTE: The
hallucinatory



hallucinogen





hallucinogenic





hallux



plural is halluces.)
hallux valgus /hləks vl&əs/ noun a
hallux valgus



condition of the foot, where the big toe turns
towards the other toes and a bunion is formed
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haloperidol /hləυ perdɒl/ noun a tranquilliser used in the treatment of schizophrenia, mania and psychoses
halo splint / heləυ splnt/ noun a device
used to keep the head and neck still so that they
can recover from injury or an operation
halothane / hləυθen/ noun a general anaesthetic that is given by inhalation
hamamelis /hmə mi ls/ 쏡 witch hazel
hamartoma /hmɑ təυmə/ noun a benign
tumour containing tissue from any organ
hamate / hemet/, hamate bone / hemet
bəυn/ noun one of the eight small carpal bones
in the wrist, shaped like a hook. Also called
unciform bone. See illustration at HAND in
Supplement
hammer / hmə/ noun same as malleus
hammer toe / hmə təυ/ noun a toe which
has the middle joint permanently bent downwards
hamstring / hmstrŋ/ noun one of a group
of tendons behind the knee, which link the
thigh muscles to the bones in the lower leg
hamstring muscles / hmstrŋ m"s(ə)lz/
plural noun a group of muscles at the back of
the thigh, which flex the knee and extend the
gluteus maximus
hand /hnd/ noun the part at the end of the
arm, beyond the wrist, which is used for holding things 쑗 He injured his hand with a saw. 쐽
verb to pass something to someone
haloperidol





halo splint



halothane



hamamelis





hamartoma





hamate





hammer



hammer toe



hamstring



hamstring muscles



hand

COMMENT: The hand is formed of 27 bones: 14
phalanges in the fingers, 5 metacarpals in the
main part of the hand, and 8 carpals in the
wrist.
hand, foot and mouth disease /hnd
fυt ən maυθ dzi z/ noun a mild viral infechand, foot and mouth disease





tion in children, causing small blisters
handicap / hndikp/ noun a physical or
mental condition which prevents someone
from doing some everyday activities 쐽 verb to
prevent someone from doing an everyday activity (NOTE: The word ‘handicap’ is now usually
handicap



avoided.)
‘…handicap – disadvantage for a given individual,
resulting from an impairment or a disability, that
limits or prevents the fulfilment of a role that is normal for that individual’ [WHO]
handicapped / hndikpt/ adjective referring to a person who has a disability (NOTE: The
word ‘handicapped’ is now usually avoided.)
Hand-Schüller Christian disease /hnt
ʃυlə krʃən dzi z/ noun a disturbance of
handicapped



Hand-Schüller Christian disease





cholesterol metabolism in young children
which causes disorders in membranous bone,
mainly in the skull, exophthalmos, diabetes insipidus, and a yellow-brown colour of the skin

[First described 1893 then 1915 by Schüller and
1920 by Christian. After Alfred Hand Jr. (1868–
1949), US paediatrician; Artur Schüller (1874–
1958), Austrian neurologist; Henry Asbury
Christian (1876–1951), Professor of Medicine at
Harvard, USA.]

hangnail / hŋnel/ noun a piece of torn skin
at the side of a nail
hangover / hŋəυvə/ noun a condition occurring after a person has drunk too much alcohol, with dehydration caused by inhibition
of the antidiuretic hormone in the kidneys. The
symptoms include headache, inability to stand
noise and trembling of the hands.
Hansen’s bacillus /hnsənz bə sləs/
noun the bacterium which causes leprosy, Mycobacterium leprae [Discovered 1873. After
hangnail



hangover



Hansen’s bacillus





Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen (1841–1912),
Norwegian physician.]
Hansen’s disease / hnsənz dzi z/ noun
same as leprosy
haploid / hplɔd/ adjective referring to a
Hansen’s disease





haploid



cell such as a gamete where each chromosome
occurs only once. In humans the haploid
number of chromosomes is 23.
hapt- /hpt/ prefix relating to the sense of
touch
hapten / hpten/ noun a substance which
causes an allergy, probably by changing a protein so that it becomes antigenic
hardening of the arteries /hɑ d(ə)nŋ əv
ðə ɑ təriz/ noun same as atherosclerosis
hard of hearing /hɑ d əv hərŋ/ adjective
same as hearing-impaired
hard palate /hɑ d plət/ noun the front
part of the roof of the mouth between the upper
teeth
harelip / heəlp/ noun same as cleft lip
harm /hɑ m/ noun injury or damage as a result of something that you do 쑗 Walking to
work every day won’t do you any harm. 왍
there’s no harm in taking the tablets only
for one week there will be no side effects from
taking the tablets for a week 쐽 verb to damage
or hurt someone or something 쑗 Walking to
work every day won’t harm you.
harmful / hɑ mf(ə)l/ adjective causing injury
or damage 쑗 Bright light can be harmful to
your eyes. 쑗 Sudden violent exercise can be
harmful.
harmless / hɑ mləs/ adjective causing no injury or damage 쑗 These herbal remedies are
quite harmless.
Harrison’s sulcus /hrsənz s"lk(ə)s/,
Harrison’s groove /hrs(ə)nz &ru v/ noun
a hollow on either side of the chest which develops in children who have difficulty in
breathing, seen especially in cases of rickets
Harris’s operation / hrsz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun the surgical removal of the prostate gland
hapt-

hapten



hardening of the arteries



hard of hearing



hard palate



harelip



harm

harmful



harmless



Harrison’s sulcus





Harris’s operation





[After S.H. Harris (1880–1936), Australian surgeon]
Hartmann’s solution / hɑ tmənz sə
lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a chemical solution used in
Hartmann’s solution



drips to replace body fluids lost in dehydration, particularly as a result of infantile gastroenteritis [Described 1932. After Alexis Frank
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Hartmann (1898–1964), paediatrician, St Louis,
Missouri, USA.]
Hartnup disease / hɑ tnəp dzi z/ noun an
Hartnup disease





inherited condition affecting amino acid metabolism and producing thick skin and impaired mental development [After the name of

use elsewhere, e.g. a piece of skin for a graft or
eggs for IVF
Hashimoto’s disease /hʃ məυtəz d
zi z/ noun a type of goitre in middle-aged
women, where the woman is sensitive to secretions from her own thyroid gland, and, in extreme cases, the face swells and the skin turns
yellow [Described 1912. After Hakuru HashimHashimoto’s disease



oto (1881–1934), Japanese surgeon.]
hashish / hʃʃ/ noun 쏡 cannabis
haustrum / hɔ strəm/ noun a sac on the outside of the colon (NOTE: The plural is haustra.)
HAV abbr hepatitis A virus
Haversian canal /hə v! ʃ(ə)n kənl/ noun
hashish



haustrum



HAV

Haversian canal



a fine canal which runs vertically through the
Haversian systems in compact bone, containing blood vessels and lymph ducts [Described

1689. After Clopton Havers (1657–1702), English surgeon.]
Haversian system /hə v! ʃ(ə)n sstəm/
noun a unit of compact bone built around a HaHaversian system



versian canal, made of a series of bony layers
which form a cylinder. Also called osteon
hayfever / hefi və/ noun inflammation in
the nasal passage and eyes caused by an allergic reaction to plant pollen. 쒁 allergic rhinitis
HAZ abbr health action zone
Hb abbr haemoglobin
HBV abbr hepatitis B virus
hCG abbr human chorionic gonadotrophin
HCHS abbr Health and Community Health
Services
HDL abbr high density lipoprotein
head /hed/ noun 1. the round top part of the
body, which contains the eyes, nose, mouth,
brain, etc (NOTE: For other terms referring to the
hayfever



HAZ

Hb

HBV

hCG

HCHS

HDL

head

head, see words beginning with cephal-, cephalo-.) 2. a rounded top part of a bone which
fits into a socket 쑗 head of humerus 쑗 head of

femur
headache / hedek/ noun a pain in the head,
caused by changes in pressure in the blood
vessels feeding the brain which act on the
nerves. Also called cephalalgia
headache



COMMENT: Headaches can be caused by a
blow to the head, by lack of sleep or food, by
eye strain, sinus infections and many other
causes. Mild headaches can be treated with
an analgesic and rest. Severe headaches
which recur may be caused by serious disorders in the head or nervous system.

Heaf test / hi f test/ noun a test in which tuberculin is injected into the skin to find out
whether a person is immune to tuberculosis. 쒁








Heaf test

harvest



head louse

tis (NOTE: The plural is head lice.)

the family in which this hereditary disease was
first recorded]
harvest / hɑ vst/ verb to take something for



healthcare professional

head cold /hed kəυld/ noun a minor illness,
with inflammation of the nasal passages, excess mucus in the nose and sneezing
head louse / hed laυs/ noun a small insect of
the Pediculus genus, which lives on the scalp
and sucks blood. Also called Pediculus capihead cold

Mantoux test
heal /hi l/ verb 1. (of wound ) to return to a
healthy state 쑗 After six weeks, her wound had
still not healed. 쑗 A minor cut will heal faster
if it is left without a bandage. 2. to make someheal

one or something get better
healing / hi lŋ/ noun the process of getting
better 쑗 a substance which will accelerate the
healing process
healing by first intention /hi lŋ ba
f! st n tenʃən/ noun the healing of a clean
wound where the tissue reforms quickly
healing by second intention /hi lŋ ba
sekənd n tenʃən/ noun the healing of an infected wound or ulcer, which takes place slowly and may leave a permanent scar
health /helθ/ noun the general condition of
the mind or body 쑗 He’s in good health. 쑗 She
had suffered from bad health for some years. 쑗
The council said that fumes from the factory
were a danger to public health. 쑗 All cigarette
packets carry a government health warning.
health action zone /helθ kʃən zəυn/
noun in the UK, an area in which the government has funded specific actions to redress
health inequalities. Abbr HAZ
Health and Safety at Work Act /helθ ən
sefti ət w! k kt/ noun in the UK, an Act
of Parliament which rules how the health of
workers should be protected by the companies
they work for
Health and Safety Executive /helθ ən
sefti &zekjυtv/ noun in the UK, a government organisation responsible for overseeing
the health and safety of workers
health authority /helθ ɔ θɒrəti/ noun 쏡
healing



healing by first intention





healing by second intention





health

health action zone

Health and Safety at Work Act



Health and Safety Executive





health authority



Strategic Health Authority
healthcare / helθkeə/, health care noun the
healthcare



general treatment of people with medical disorders, especially the use of measures to stop a
disease from occurring
healthcare assistant / helθkeər ə sstənt/
noun someone who assists health professionals in looking after a sick or dependent person
healthcare delivery / helθkeə dlv(ə)ri/
noun the provision of care and treatment by the
health service
healthcare professional / helθkeə prə
feʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ noun a qualified person who
works in an occupation related to health care,
e.g. a nurse
healthcare assistant





healthcare delivery





healthcare professional
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healthcare system / helθkeə sstəm/
noun any organised set of health services
health centre / helθ sentə/ noun a public
building in which a group of doctors practise
health education /helθ edjυ keʃ(ə)n/
noun the process of teaching people, both
school children and adults, to do things to improve their health, e.g. to take more exercise
Health Education Authority /helθ edjυ
keʃ(ə)n ɔ θɒrti/ noun a government health
promotion agency in England designed to help
people make aware of how they can improve
their health. Abbr HEA
health food / helθ fu d/ noun food that is regarded as good for health, especially containing ingredients such as cereals, dried fruit and
nuts and without additives
health inequality /helθ n kwɒlti/ noun
the differences that exist in health across the
social classes, with poorer people tending to
experience poorer health
health information service /helθ nfə
meʃ(ə)n s! vs/ noun a nation-wide information service delivered via a free telephone
helpline. Abbr HIS
health insurance / helθ nʃυərəns/ noun
insurance which pays the cost of treatment for
illness
Health Ombudsman / helθ ɒmbυdzmən/
noun same as Health Service Commissioner
healthcare system



health centre



health education



Health Education Authority







health food



health inequality



health information service





health insurance





Health Ombudsman



‘…the HA told the Health Ombudsman that nursing
staff and students now received full training in the
use of the nursing process’ [Nursing Times]
health promotion / helθ prəməυʃ(ə)n/
health promotion





noun the act of improving the health of a par-

Health Protection Agency



health service



Health Service Commissioner







health service manager





health visitor



‘…in the UK, the main screen is carried out by health
visitors at 6–10 months’ [Lancet]
healthy / helθi/ adjective 1. in good physical
condition 2. helping you to stay in good physical condition 쑗 People are healthier than they
were fifty years ago. 쑗 This town is the healthiest place in England. 쑗 If you eat a healthy
healthy



diet and take plenty of exercise there is no reason why you should fall ill. (NOTE: healthier –
healthiest)
hear /hə/ verb to sense sounds with the ears
쑗 I can’t hear what you’re saying. (NOTE: hearing – heard)
hearing / hərŋ/ noun the ability to hear, or
hear

hearing



the function performed by the ear of sensing
sounds and sending sound impulses to the
brain 쑗 His hearing is failing. (NOTE: For other
terms referring to hearing, see words beginning
with audi-, audio-.)
hearing aid / hərŋ ed/ noun a small elechearing aid



tronic device fitted into or near the ear, to improve someone’s hearing by making the
sounds louder
hearing-impaired /hərŋ m peəd/ adjective having a degree of hearing loss
hearing loss / hərŋ lɒs/ noun partial or
complete loss of the ability to hear
heart /hɑ t/ noun the main organ in the body,
which maintains the circulation of the blood
around the body by its pumping action 쑗 The
doctor listened to his heart. 쑗 She has heart
trouble. (NOTE: For other terms referring to the
hearing-impaired





hearing loss

ticular community or of the public generally,
e.g. using health education, immunisation and
screening
Health Protection Agency /helθ prə
tekʃ(ə)n edənsi/ noun a national organisation for England and Wales, established in
2003, dedicated to the protection of people’s
health, especially by reducing the impact of infectious diseases, chemicals, poisons and radiation. It brings together existing sources of expertise in public health, communicable diseases, emergency planning, infection control,
poisons and radiation hazards.
health service / helθ s! vs/ noun an organisation which is in charge of providing
health care to a particular community
Health Service Commissioner /helθ
s! vs kə mʃ(ə)nə/, Health Service Ombudsman / helθ s! vs ɒmbυdzmən/ noun
in the UK, an official who investigates complaints from the public about the National
Health Service
health service manager /helθ s! vs
mndə/ noun someone who is responsible
for the provision of local health care, through
the management of hospital, GP, and community health services


health service planning /helθ s! vs
plnŋ/ noun the process of deciding what
the health care needs of a community are, with
the help of statistics, and what resources can
be provided for that community
health visitor / helθ vztə/ noun a registered nurse with qualifications in midwifery or
obstetrics and preventive medicine, who visits
mothers and babies and sick people in their
homes and advises on treatment
health service planning



heart

heart, see also words beginning with cardi-,cardio-.)
COMMENT: The heart is situated slightly to the
left of the central part of the chest, between
the lungs. It is divided into two parts by a vertical septum; each half is itself divided into an
upper chamber (the atrium) and a lower
chamber (the ventricle). The veins bring blood
from the body into the right atrium; from there
it passes into the right ventricle and is pumped
into the pulmonary artery which takes it to the
lungs. Oxygenated blood returns from the
lungs to the left atrium, passes to the left ventricle and from there is pumped into the aorta
for circulation round the arteries. The heart
expands and contracts by the force of the
heart muscle (the myocardium) under impulses from the sinoatrial node, and an average
heart beats about 70 times a minute. The contracting beat as it pumps blood out (the systole) is followed by a weaker diastole, where the
muscles relax to allow blood to flow back into
the heart. In a heart attack, part of the myocardium is deprived of blood because of a clot in
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a coronary artery. This has an effect on the
rhythm of the heartbeat and can be fatal. In
heart block, impulses from the sinoatrial node
fail to reach the ventricles properly.
heart attack / hɑ t ə tk/ noun a condition
heart attack





in which the heart has a reduced blood supply
because one of the arteries becomes blocked
by a blood clot, causing myocardial ischaemia
and myocardial infarction (informal )
heartbeat / hɑ tbi t/ noun the regular noise
made by the heart as it pumps blood
heart block / hɑ t blɒk/ noun the slowing of
the action of the heart because the impulses
from the sinoatrial node to the ventricles are
delayed or interrupted. There are either longer
impulses (first degree block) or missing impulses (second degree block) or no impulses at
all (complete heart block), in which case the
ventricles continue to beat slowly and independently of the sinoatrial node.
heartburn / hɑ tb! n/ noun indigestion
which causes a burning feeling in the stomach
and oesophagus, and a flow of acid saliva into
the mouth (informal )
heart bypass /hɑ t bapɑ s/, heart bypass
operation /hɑ t bapɑ s ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as coronary artery bypass graft
heart disease / hɑ t dzi z/ noun any disease of the heart in general
heart failure / hɑ t feljə/ noun the failure
of the heart to maintain the output of blood to
meet the demands of the body. It may affect
the left or right sides of the heart, or both sides.
heartbeat



heart block



heartburn



heart bypass





heart disease





heart failure



쒁 congestive heart failure
heart-lung machine /hɑ t l"ŋ məʃi n/
heart-lung machine



noun a machine used to pump blood round the

body and maintain the supply of oxygen to the
blood during heart surgery
heart-lung transplant /hɑ t l"ŋ trns
plɑ nt/ noun an operation to transplant a new
heart and lungs into someone
heart massage / hɑ t msɑ / noun a
treatment which involves pressing on the chest
to make a heart which has stopped beating start
working again
heart murmur / hɑ t m! mə/ noun an unusual sound made by turbulent blood flow,
sometimes as a result of valve disease
heart rate / hɑ t ret/ noun the number of
times the heart beats per minute
heart sounds / hɑ t saυndz/ plural noun two
different sounds made by the heart as it beats.
heart-lung transplant

heart massage



heart murmur



heart rate



heart sounds



쏡 lubb-dupp

Heimlich manoeuvre

heart transplant / hɑ t trnsplɑ nt/ noun
a surgical operation to transplant a heart into
someone
heat cramp / hi t krmp/ noun cramp produced by loss of salt from the body in very hot
conditions
heat exhaustion / hi t &zɔ stʃ(ə)n/ noun
collapse caused by physical exertion in hot
conditions, involving loss of salt and body fluids
heat rash / hi t rʃ/ noun same as miliaria
heat spots / hi t spɒts/ plural noun little red
spots which develop on the face in very hot
weather
heatstroke / hi tstrəυk/ noun a condition in
which someone becomes too hot and his or her
body temperature rises abnormally, leading to
headaches, stomach cramps and sometimes
loss of consciousness
heat therapy / hi t θerəpi/, heat treatment
/ hi t tri tmənt/ noun same as thermotheraheart transplant



heat cramp



heat exhaustion





heat rash



heat spots



heatstroke



heat therapy





py

heavy period /hevi pəriəd/ noun a monthly period during which a woman loses an unusually large amount of blood. It is often painful
and sometimes indicates possible health problems, such as fibroids or hypothyroidism.
hebephrenia /hi b fri niə/, hebephrenic
schizophrenia /hi bfrenk sktsəυ fri niə/
noun a condition in which someone, usually an
adolescent, has hallucinations, delusions and
deterioration of personality, talks rapidly and
generally acts in a strange manner
Heberden’s node /hi bədənz nəυd/ noun
a small bony lump which develops on the end
joints of fingers in osteoarthritis [Described
heavy period



hebephrenia









Heberden’s node



1802. After William Heberden (1767–1845), British physician, specialist in rheumatic diseases.]
hebetude / hebtju d/ noun dullness of the
hebetude



senses during acute fever, which makes the
person uninterested in his or her surroundings
and unable to respond to stimuli
hectic / hektk/ adjective recurring regularly
hectic fever /hektk fi və/ noun an attack
of fever which occurs each day in someone
who has tuberculosis
heel /hi l/ noun the back part of the foot
heel bone / hi l bəυn/ noun the bone forming
the heel, beneath the talus. Also called calhectic



hectic fever



heel

heel bone



caneus

Hegar’s sign / he&əz san/ noun a way of
detecting pregnancy, by inserting the fingers
into the uterus and pressing with the other
hand on the pelvic cavity to feel if the neck of
the uterus has become soft [After Alfred Hegar
Hegar’s sign

heart stoppage / hɑ t stɒpd/ noun a situation where the heart has stopped beating
heart surgeon / hɑ t s! dən/ noun a surgeon who specialises in operations on the heart
heart surgery / hɑ t s! dəri/ noun a surgical operation to remedy a condition of the
heart
heart tamponade /hɑ t tmpə ned/ noun
same as cardiac tamponade
heart stoppage



heart surgeon



heart surgery



heart tamponade





(1830–1914), Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Freiburg, Germany]
Heimlich manoeuvre / hamlk mənu və/
noun an emergency treatment for choking, in
Heimlich manoeuvre





which a strong upward push beneath the
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breastbone of a patient clasped from behind
forces the blockage out of the windpipe
helco- /helkəυ/ prefix relating to an ulcer
helcoplasty / helkəυplsti/ noun a skin
graft to cover an ulcer to aid healing
Helicobacter pylori /helkəυbktə pa
lɔ ri / noun a bacterium found in gastric secretions, strongly associated with duodenal ulcers and gastric carcinoma
helicopter-based emergency medical
services /helkɒptə best m! dənsi
medk(ə)l s! vsz/ plural noun full form of
helco-

helcoplasty



Helicobacter pylori





helicopter-based emergency medical services





HEMS

hemiarthroplasty
/hemi ɑ θrəυplsti/
noun an operation to repair a joint which replaces one of its surfaces with an artificial substance, often metal
hemiatrophy /hemi trəf/ noun a condition in which half of the body or half of an organ or part is atrophied
hemiballismus /hemibə lzməs/ noun a
sudden movement of the limbs on one side of
the body, caused by a disease of the basal ganglia
hemicolectomy /hemikə lektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of part of the colon
hemicrania /hemi kreniə/ noun a headache in one side of the head, as in migraine
hemimelia /hemi mi liə/ noun a congenital
condition in which someone has absent or extremely short arms or legs
hemiparesis /hemipə ri ss/ noun slight
paralysis of the muscles of one side of the
body
hemiplegia /hemi pli də/ noun severe paralysis affecting one side of the body due to
damage of the central nervous system. Compare diplegia
hemiplegic /hemi pli dk/ adjective referring to paralysis of one side of the body
hemisphere / hemsfə/ noun half of a
sphere
hemo- /hi məυ/ prefix US spelling of haemoHEMS /hemz/ plural noun a system of delivering a paramedic crew to the scene of an accident or medical emergency by helicopter and
then transporting patients to the nearest major
hospital or specialist unit. Full form helicophemiarthroplasty





hemiatrophy





hemiballismus





hemicolectomy





hemicrania

helio- /hi liəυ/ prefix relating to the sun
heliotherapy /hi liəυ θerəpi/ noun treatment by sunlight or sunbathing
helium / hi liəm/ noun a very light gas used
in combination with oxygen, especially to relieve asthma or sickness caused by decompression (NOTE: The chemical symbol is He.)
helix / hi lks/ noun the curved outer edge of
the ear
Heller’s operation / heləz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun same as cardiomyotomy [After E. Heller
helio-

heliotherapy





helium



helix



Heller’s operation





(1877–1964), German surgeon.]
Heller’s test / heləz test/ noun a test for protein in the urine [After Johann Florenz Heller
(1813–71), Austrian physician]
Hellin’s law /helnz lɔ / noun a finding
Heller’s test



Hellin’s law



which states that twins should occur naturally
once in 90 live births, triplets once in 8,100
live births, quadruplets once in 729, 000 live
births, and quintuplets once in 65, 610, 000
live births (NOTE: Since the 1960s the numbers
have changed due to fertility treatment. For example, twins now occur once in only 38 births.)
HELLP syndrome / help sndrəυm/ noun
HELLP syndrome



a serious pre-eclamptic disorder which makes
it necessary to terminate a pregnancy. Full
form haemolysis-elevated liver enzymes–low
platelet count syndrome

helminth / helmnθ/ noun a parasitic worm,
e.g. a tapeworm or fluke
helminthiasis /helmn θaəss/ noun infestation with parasitic worms
heloma /h ləυmə/ noun same as corn
helper / helpə/ noun a person who helps
someone to do something, especially without
payment
helper T-cell /helpə ti sel/ noun a type of
white blood cell that stimulates the production
of cells that destroy antigens
hemeralopia /hemərə ləυpiə/ noun a usually congenital condition in which someone is
able to see better in bad light than in ordinary
daylight. Also called day blindness
hemi- /hemi/ prefix half
hemianopia /hemiə nəυpiə/ noun a state of
partial blindness in which someone has only
half the usual field of vision in each eye
helminth



helminthiasis





heloma



helper



helper T-cell



hemeralopia





hemi-

hemianopia









hemimelia





hemiparesis





hemiplegia





hemiplegic





hemisphere



hemo-

HEMS

ter-based emergency medical services

Henderson’s
model
/ hendəs(ə)nz
mɒd(ə)l/ noun a model of nurse–patient relationships based on 14 basic principles of nursing. The main idea is that ‘the nurse does for
others what they would do for themselves if
they had the strength, the will, and the knowledge…but that the nurse makes the patient independent of him or her as soon as possible’.
Henle’s loop /henli z lu p/ noun same as
Henderson’s model



Henle’s loop



loop of Henle [Described 1862. After Friedrich
Gustav Jakob Henle (1809–85), Professor of
Anatomy at Göttingen, Germany.]
Henoch-Schönlein purpura /henək
ʃ! nlan p! pjυrə/, Henoch’s purpura /
henəks p! pjυrə/ noun a condition in which
Henoch-Schönlein purpura





blood vessels become inflamed and bleed into
the skin, causing a rash called purpura and also
pain in the stomach and the joints, vomiting
and diarrhoea. It often occurs after an upper
respiratory infection, mostly in children aged
two to 11. [Described 1832 by Schönlein and
1865 by Henoch. Eduard Heinrich Henoch
(1820–1910), Professor of Paedriatrics at Berlin,
Germany; Johannes Lukas Schönlein (1793–
1864), physician and pathologist at Würzburg,
Zürich and Berlin.]
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hep /hep/ noun same as hepatitis (informal )
heparin / hepərn/ noun an anticoagulant
substance found in the liver and lungs, and also
produced artificially for use in the treatment of
thrombosis
hepat- /hpt/ prefix same as hepato- (used
hep

heparin



hepat-

before vowels)
hepatalgia /hepə tldə/ noun pain in the
hepatalgia





liver
hepatectomy /hepə tektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of part of the liver
hepatic /h ptk/ adjective referring to the
liver
hepatic artery /hptk ɑ təri/ noun an artery which takes the blood to the liver
hepatic cell /hptk sel/ noun an epithelial cell of the liver acini
hepatic duct /hptk d"kt/ noun a duct
which links the liver to the bile duct leading to
the duodenum
hepatic flexure /hptk flekʃə/ noun a
bend in the colon, where the ascending and
transverse colons join
hepaticostomy /hpt kɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make an opening in the
hepatic duct taking bile from the liver
hepatic portal system /hptk pɔ t(ə)l
sstəm/ noun a group of veins linking to form
the portal vein, which brings blood from the
pancreas, spleen, gall bladder and the abdominal part of the alimentary canal to the liver
hepatic vein /hptk ven/ noun a vein
which takes blood from the liver to the inferior
vena cava
hepatis / hepəts/ 쏡 porta hepatis
hepatitis /hepə tats/ noun inflammation
of the liver through disease or drugs
hepatectomy





hepatic



hepatic artery



hepatic cell



hepatic duct



hepatic flexure



hepaticostomy





hepatic portal system



hepatic vein



hepatis



hepatitis





COMMENT: Infectious hepatitis and serum hepatitis are caused by different viruses called A
and B, and having had one does not give immunity against an attack of the other. Hepatitis A is less serious than the B form, which can
cause severe liver failure and death. Other
hepatitis viruses have also been identified.
hepatitis A /hepətats e/ noun a relativehepatitis A



ly mild form of viral hepatitis that is transmitted through contaminated food and water
hepatitis A virus /hepətats e varəs/
noun a virus which causes hepatitis A. Abbr
hepatitis A virus







hepato-

hepatoblastoma





hepatocele



hepatocellular





hepatocellular jaundice





hepatocirrhosis





hepatocolic ligament



hepatocyte





hepatogenous





hepatolenticular degeneration









Wilson’s disease
hepatoma /hepə təυmə/ noun a malignant
hepatoma





tumour of the liver formed of mature cells, especially found in people with cirrhosis
hepatomegaly /hepətəυ me&əli/ noun a
condition in which the liver becomes very
large
hepatosplenomegaly /hepətəυspli nəυ
me&əli/ noun enlargement of both the liver
and the spleen, as occurs in leukaemia or lymphoma
hepatotoxic /hepətəυ tɒksk/ adjective destroying the liver cells
herald patch / herəld ptʃ/ noun a small
spot of a rash such as pityriasis rosea which
appears some time before the main rash
herb /h! b/ noun a plant which can be used in
preparing medicines
herbal / h! b(ə)l/ adjective referring to plants
which are used as medicines
herbalism / h! bəlz(ə)m/ noun 쏡 herbal
hepatomegaly





hepatosplenomegaly







hepatotoxic





herald patch



herb



hepatitis B /hepətats bi / noun a severe
form of viral hepatitis that is transmitted by
contact with infected blood or other body fluids
hepatitis B virus /hepətats bi varəs/
noun a virus which causes hepatitis B. Abbr
hepatitis B



hepatitis B virus



HBV

hepatitis C noun a form of viral hepatitis that
is transmitted by contact with infected blood
or other body fluids but is often without symptoms (NOTE: It was formerly called non-A, non-B
hepatitis.)

hepatitis delta

herbal

HAV

hepatitis C

herbal remedy

hepatitis C virus noun a virus which causes
hepatitis C. Abbr HCV
hepatitis delta /hepətats deltə/ noun
same as delta hepatitis
hepato- /hepətəυ/ prefix referring to the liver
hepatoblastoma /hepətəυbl stəυmə/
noun a malignant tumour in the liver, made up
of epithelial-type cells often with areas of immature cartilage and embryonic bone
hepatocele / hepətəυsi l/ noun a hernia of
the liver through the diaphragm or the abdominal wall
hepatocellular /hepətəυ seljυlə/ adjective
referring to liver cells
hepatocellular
jaundice
/hepətəυ
seljυlə dɔ nds/ noun jaundice caused by
injury to or disease of the liver cells
hepatocirrhosis /hepətəυs rəυss/ noun
same as cirrhosis
hepatocolic ligament /hepətəυkɒlk
l&əmənt/ noun a ligament which links the
gall bladder and the right bend of the colon
hepatocyte / hepətəυsat, h ptəsat/
noun a liver cell which synthesises and stores
substances, and produces bile
hepatogenous /hepə tɒdənəs/ noun referring to or originating in the liver 쑗 hepatogenous jaundice
hepatolenticular degeneration /hepətəυ
lentkjυlə ddenə reʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
hepatitis C virus

herbalism



medicine

herbalist / h! bəlst/ noun a person who
treats illnesses or disorders with substances
extracted from plants
herbal medicine /h! b(ə)l med(ə)sn/
noun a system of medical treatment involving
the use of substances extracted from plants
herbal remedy /h! b(ə)l remədi/ noun a
medicine made from plants, e.g. an infusion
made from dried leaves or flowers in hot water
herbalist



herbal medicine



herbal remedy
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herd immunity / h! d mju nti/ noun the
fact of a group of people being resistant to a
specific disease, because many individuals in
the group are immune to or immunised against
the microorganism which causes it
hereditary /hə redt(ə)ri/ adjective passed as
from parents to children through the genes
hereditary spherocytosis /həredt(ə)ri
sfərəυsa təυss/ noun same as acholuric
herd immunity





hereditary



hereditary spherocytosis



jaundice

heredity /hə redti/ noun the process by
which genetically controlled characteristics
pass from parents to children
Hering-Breuer reflexes /herŋ brɔə
ri fleksz/ plural noun the reflexes which
maintain the usual rhythmic inflation and deflation of the lungs
hermaphrodite /h! mfrədat/ noun a
person with both male and female characteristics
hermaphroditism /h! mfrədatz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which a person has both
male and female characteristics
hernia / h! niə/ noun a condition in which an
organ bulges through a hole or weakness in the
wall which surrounds it. Also called rupture 왍
reduction of a hernia putting a hernia back
into the correct position
hernial / h! niəl/ adjective referring to a hernia
hernial sac /h! niəl sk/ noun a sac
formed where a membrane has pushed through
a cavity in the body
herniated / h! nietd/ adjective referring to
an organ which has developed a hernia
herniated disc /h! nietd dsk/ noun 쏡
heredity



Hering-Breuer reflexes



hermaphrodite



hermaphroditism



hernia



hernial



hernial sac



herniated



herniated disc



displaced intervertebral disc
herniation /h! ni eʃ(ə)n/ noun the develherniation





opment of a hernia
hernio- /h! niəυ/ prefix relating to a hernia
hernioplasty / h! niəυplsti/ noun a surgical operation to reduce a hernia
herniorrhaphy /h! ni ɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a hernia and repair the
organ through which it protruded
herniotomy /h! ni ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove a hernial sac
heroin / herəυn/ noun a narcotic drug in the
form of a white powder derived from morphine
herpangina /h! pn danə/ noun an infectious disease of children, where the tonsils
and back of the throat become inflamed and
ulcerated, caused by a Coxsackie virus
herpes / h! pi z/ noun inflammation of the
skin or mucous membrane, caused by a virus,
where small blisters are formed
herpes simplex /h! pi z smpleks/ noun
1. (Type I) a virus that produces a painful blister, called a cold sore, usually on the lips 2.
(Type II) a sexually transmitted disease which
hernio-

hernioplasty





herniorrhaphy





herniotomy





heroin



herpangina





herpes



herpes simplex



forms blisters in the genital region. Also called
genital herpes
herpesvirus / h! pi zvarəs/ noun one of a
herpesvirus





group of viruses which cause herpes and
chickenpox (herpesvirus Type I), and genital
herpes (herpesvirus Type II)

COMMENT: Because the same virus causes
herpes and chickenpox, anyone who has had
chickenpox as a child carries the dormant herpesvirus in his or her bloodstream and can develop shingles in later life. It is not known what
triggers the development of shingles, though it
is known that an adult suffering from shingles
can infect a child with chickenpox.
herpes zoster /h! pi z zɒstə/ noun inherpes zoster



flammation of a sensory nerve, characterised
by pain along the nerve and causing a line of
blisters to form on the skin, usually found
mainly on the abdomen or back, or on the face.
Also called shingles, zona
herpetic /h! petk/ adjective referring to
herpes
herpetiformis /h! pet fɔ ms/ 쏡 dermatiherpetic



herpetiformis





tis herpetiformis
hetero- /hetərəυ/ prefix different
heterochromia /hetərəυ krəυmiə/ noun a
hetero-

heterochromia





condition in which the irises of the eyes are
different colours
heterogametic /hetərəυ&ə metk/ adjective producing gametes with different sex chromosomes, as in the human male
heterogeneous /hetərəυ di niəs/ adjective having different characteristics or qualities
heterogametic





heterogeneous





(NOTE: Do not confuse with heterogenous.)
heterogenous /hetə rɒdnəs/ adjective
coming from a different source (NOTE: Do not
confuse with heterogeneous.)
heterograft / hetərəυ&rɑ ft/ noun tissue
heterogenous





heterograft



taken from one species and grafted onto an individual of another species. Compare homograft

heterologous /hetə rɒlə&"s/ adjective of a
different type
heterophoria /hetərəυ fɔ riə/ noun a condition in which if an eye is covered it tends to
squint
heteroplasty / hetərəυplsti/ noun same as
heterologous



heterophoria





heteroplasty



heterograft

heteropsia /hetə rɒpsiə/ noun a condition
in which the two eyes see differently
heterosexual /hetərəυ sekʃuəl/ adjective
attracted to people of the opposite sex or relating to relations between males and females 쐽
noun a person who is sexually attracted to people of the opposite sex. Compare bisexual, hoheteropsia





heterosexual





mosexual

heterosexuality
/hetərəυsekʃu lti/
noun sexual attraction towards persons of the
opposite sex
heterotopia /hetərəυ təυpiə/ noun 1. a
state where an organ is placed in a different position from usual or is malformed or deformed
heterosexuality





heterotopia
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2. the development of tissue which is not natu-

ral to the part in which it is produced
heterotropia /hetərəυ trəυpiə/ noun same
as strabismus
heterozygous /hetərəυ za&əs/ adjective
having two or more different versions of a specific gene. Compare homozygous
hex- /heks/ prefix same as hexa- (NOTE: used
heterotropia



heterozygous





hex-

before vowels)

hexa- /heksə/ prefix six
HFEA abbr Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority
hGH abbr human growth hormone
HGPRT abbr hypoxanthine guanine phosphoribosyl transferase. 쏡 HPRT
HI abbr hearing-impaired
hiatus /ha etəs/ noun an opening or space
hiatus hernia /haetəs h! niə/, hiatal hernia /haet(ə)l h! niə/ noun a hernia where
the stomach bulges through the opening in the
diaphragm muscle through which the oesophagus passes
Hib /hb/ abbr Haemophilus influenzae type B
Hib vaccine / hb vksi n/ noun a vaccine
used to inoculate against the bacterium Haemophilius influenzae that causes meningitis
hiccup / hk"p/, hiccough noun a spasm in
the diaphragm which causes a sudden inhalation of breath followed by sudden closure of
the glottis which makes a characteristic sound
쑗 She had an attack of hiccups or had a hiccupping attack or got the hiccups. Also called
singultus 쐽 verb to make a hiccup
hexa-

HFEA

hGH

HGPRT

HI

hiatus



hiatus hernia





Hib

Hib vaccine



hiccup



COMMENT: Many cures have been suggested
for hiccups, but the main treatment is to try to
get the patient to think about something else.
A drink of water, holding the breath and counting, breathing into a paper bag, are all recommended.
Hickman catheter /hkmən kθitə/,
Hickman line /hkmən lan/ noun a plastic
Hickman catheter





tube which is put into the large vein above the
heart so that drugs can be given and blood
samples can be taken easily
hidr- /hadr/ prefix referring to sweat
hidradenitis /hadrədə nats/ noun inflammation of the sweat glands
hidrosis /ha drəυss/ noun sweating, especially when it is excessive
hidrotic /ha drɒtk/ adjective referring to
sweating 쐽 noun a substance which makes
someone sweat
Higginson’s syringe / hi&nsənz srn/
noun a syringe with a rubber bulb in the centre
that allows flow in one direction only, used
mainly to give enemas [After Alfred Higginson
hidr-

hidradenitis





hidrosis



hidrotic



Higginson’s syringe





(1808–84), British surgeon]

high-altitude sickness /ha lttju d
sknəs/ noun same as altitude sickness
high blood pressure /ha bl"d preʃə/
noun same as hypertension
high-altitude sickness

high blood pressure



Hippocratic oath

high-calorie diet /ha kləri daət/ noun a
diet containing over 4000 calories per day
high-density lipoprotein /ha densti
lpəυ prəυtin/ noun a lipoprotein with a low
percentage of cholesterol. Abbr HDL
high-energy food /ha enədi fu d/ noun
food such as fats or carbohydrates which contain a large number of calories and give a lot of
energy when they are broken down in the body
high-fibre diet /ha fabə daət/ noun a
diet which contains a high percentage of cereals, nuts, fruit and vegetables
high-protein diet /ha prəυti n daət/
noun a diet containing mostly foods high in
protein and low in carbohydrates and saturated
fat, adopted by people who are trying to lose
weight
high-risk /ha rsk/ adjective referring to
someone who is very likely to catch or develop
a disease, develop a cancer or have an accident
high-risk patient /ha rsk peʃ(ə)nt/
noun a patient who has a high risk of catching
an infection or developing a disease
hilar / halə/ adjective referring to a hilum
hilum / haləm/ noun a hollow where blood
vessels or nerve fibres enter an organ such as a
kidney or lung (NOTE: The plural is hila.)
hindbrain / handbren/ noun the part of
brain of an embryo from which the medulla
oblongata, the pons and the cerebellum eventually develop
hindgut / hand&"t/ noun part of an embryo
which develops into the colon and rectum
hinge joint / hnd dɔnt/ noun same as
high-calorie diet

high-density lipoprotein



high-energy food



high-fibre diet

high-protein diet

high-risk



high-risk patient



hilar



hilum



hindbrain



hindgut



hinge joint



ginglymus
hip /hp/ noun a ball and socket joint where
hip

the thigh bone or femur joins the acetabulum
of the hip bone
hip bone / hp bəυn/ noun a bone made of
the ilium, the ischium and the pubis which are
fused together, forming part of the pelvic girdle. Also called innominate bone
hip fracture / hp frktʃə/ noun a fracture
of the ball at the top of the femur
hip girdle / hp &! d(ə)l/ noun same as pelhip bone



hip fracture



hip girdle



vic girdle

hip joint / hp dɔnt/ noun the place where
the hip is joined to the upper leg. See illustration at PELVIS in Supplement
Hippel-Lindau /hpəl lndaυ/ 쏡 von Hiphip joint



Hippel-Lindau



pel-Lindau syndrome

hippocampal formation /hpəkmp(ə)l
fɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun curved pieces of cortex inside each part of the cerebrum
hippocampus /hpəυ kmpəs/ noun a
long rounded elevation projecting into the lateral ventricle in the brain
Hippocratic oath /hpəkrtk əυθ/ noun
an ethical code observed by doctors, by which
they will treat patients equally, put patients’
hippocampal formation





hippocampus





Hippocratic oath
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welfare first and not discuss openly the details
of a patient’s case
hippus / hpəs/ noun alternating rapid contraction and dilatation of the pupil of the eye
hip replacement / hp rplesmənt/ noun a
surgical operation to replace the whole ball
and socket joint at the hip with an artificial one
Hirschsprung’s disease / həʃspr"ŋz d
zi z/ noun a congenital condition where parts
of the lower colon lack nerve cells, making
peristalsis impossible, so that food accumulates in the upper colon which becomes swollen [Described 1888. After Harald Hirschsprung
hippus



hip replacement





Hirschsprung’s disease





(1830–1916), Professor of Paediatrics in Copenhagen, Denmark.]
hirsute / h! sju t/ adjective with a lot of hair
hirsutism / h! sju tz(ə)m/ noun the condihirsute



hirsutism



tion of having excessive hair, especially a condition in which a woman grows hair on the
body in the same way as a man
hirudin /h ru dn/ noun an anticoagulant
substance produced by leeches, which is injected into the bloodstream while the leech is
feeding on a body
HIS abbr Health Information Service
hist- /hst/ same as histo- (NOTE: used before
hirudin



HIS

hist-

vowels)

histo- /hstəυ/ prefix relating to the body’s tissue 쑗 histology
histochemistry /hstəυ kemstri/ noun the
study of the chemical constituents of cells and
tissues and also their function and distribution,
using a light or electron microscope to evaluate the stains
histocompatibility /hstəυkəmptə bl*
ti/ noun compatibility between the antigens of
tissues from two individuals, important in
transplants
histocompatible /hstəυkəm ptb(ə)l/
adjective referring to tissues from two individuals which have compatible antigens
histogenesis /hstəυ denəss/ noun the
formation and development of tissue from the
embryological germ layer
histogram / hstə&rm/ noun a way of displaying frequency values as columns whose
height is proportional to the corresponding frequency 쑗 a histogram showing numbers of patients with the condition in each age group
histoid / hstɔd/ adjective 1. made of or developed from a particular tissue 2. like standard tissue
histological /hstə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to histology
histological
grade
/hstəlɒdk(ə)l
&red/ noun a system of classifying tumours
according to how malignant they are
histology /h stɒlədi/ noun the study of the
anatomy of tissue cells and minute cellular
structure
histolysis /h stɒləss/ noun the disintegration of tissue
histolytica /hstə ltkə/ 쏡 Entamoeba hishisto-

histochemistry





histocompatibility





histocompatible





histogenesis





histogram



histoid



histological





histological grade

histamine / hstəmi n/ noun a substance released in response to allergens from mast cells
throughout the body. Histamines dilate blood
vessels, constrict the cells of smooth muscles
and cause an increase in acid secretions in the
stomach.
histamine headache / hstəmi n hedek/
histamine



histamine headache



noun 쏡 Horton’s syndrome
histamine receptor / hstəmi n rseptə/
noun a cell which is stimulated by histamine.
histamine receptor





H1 receptors in blood vessels are involved in
allergic reactions, H2 receptors in the stomach
are involved in gastric acid secretion.
histamine test / hstəmi n test/ noun a test
to determine the acidity of gastric juice
histaminic /hstə mnk/ adjective referring
to histamines
histaminic headache /hstəmnk he*
dek/ noun 쏡 Horton’s syndrome
histidine / hstədi n/ noun an amino acid
from which histamine is derived
histiocyte / hstiəυsat/ noun a macrophage
of the connective tissue, involved in tissue defence
histiocytoma /hstiəυsa təυmə/ noun a
tumour containing histiocytes
histiocytosis /hstiəυsa təυss/ noun a
condition in which histiocytes are present in
the blood
histiocytosis X /hstiəυsatəυss eks/
noun any form of histiocytosis where the cause
is not known, e.g. Hand-Schüller-Christian
disease
histamine test



histaminic





histaminic headache



histidine



histiocyte



histiocytoma





histiocytosis



histiocytosis X







histology



histolysis



histolytica





tolytica

histoplasmosis
/hstəυplz məυss/
noun a lung disease caused by infection with
the fungus Histoplasma
history / hst(ə)ri/ noun the background information on someone’s illness. 쒁 case history, medical history 왍 to take a patient’s history to ask someone to tell what has happened
to them in their own words on being admitted
to hospital
histoplasmosis





history



‘…these children gave a typical history of exerciseinduced asthma’ [Lancet]
‘…the need for evaluation of patients with a history
of severe heart disease’ [Southern Medical Journal]
histotoxic /hstəυ tɒksk/ adjective referhistotoxic





ring to a substance which is poisonous to tissue
HIV abbr human immunodeficiency virus
HIV

‘HIV-associated dementia is characterized by psychomotor slowing and inattentiveness’ [British
Journal of Nursing]
COMMENT: HIV is the virus which causes
AIDS. Three strains of HIV virus have been
identified: HIV-1, HIV-2 and HIV-3.
hives /havz/ noun same as urticaria (NOTE:
Takes a singular verb.)
hives
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HIV-negative /etʃ a vi ne&ətv/ adjective referring to someone who has been tested
and shown not to have HIV
HIV-positive /etʃ a vi pɒztv/ adjective
referring to someone who has been tested and
shown to have HIV
HLA abbr human leucocyte antigen
HLA system /etʃ el e sstəm/ noun a
system of HLA antigens on the surface of cells
which need to be histocompatible to allow
transplants to take place
HIV-negative



HIV-positive



HLA

HLA system



COMMENT: HLA-A is the most important of the
antigens responsible for rejection of transplants.
HMO

HMO abbr US Health Maintenance Organization
hoarse /hɔ s/ adjective referring to a voice
which is harsh and rough
hoarseness / hɔ snəs/ noun a harsh and
rough sound of the voice, often caused by laryngitis
hobnail liver /hɒbnel lvə/ noun same as
hoarse

hoarseness



hobnail liver



atrophic cirrhosis

Hodgkin’s disease / hɒdknz dzi z/
noun a malignant disease in which the lymph
glands are enlarged and there is an increase in
the lymphoid tissues in the liver, spleen and
bone marrow. It is frequently fatal if not treated early. [Described 1832. After Thomas HodgHodgkin’s disease





kin (1798–1866), British physician.]
hoist /hɔst/ noun a device with pulleys and
hoist

wires for raising a bed or a patient
hole in the heart /həυl n ðə hɑ t/ noun
same as septal defect (informal )
Holger-Nielsen method /hɒl&ə nlsən
meθəd/ noun a formerly used method of giving artificial respiration by pressing a person’s
back and raising their arms backwards
holism / həυlz(ə)m/ noun the theory that all
of a person’s physical, mental and social conditions should be considered in the treatment
of his or her illness
holistic /həυ lstk/ adjective referring to a
method of treatment involving all of someone’s mental and family circumstances rather
than just dealing with the condition from
which he or she is suffering
holistic care /həυlstk keə/ noun the care
and treatment of a whole person rather than
just of his or her medical symptoms
holo- /hɒləυ/ prefix entire, complete
holocrine / hɒləkrn/ adjective referring to a
gland where the secretions are made up of disintegrated cells of the gland itself
Homans’ sign / həυmənz san/ noun pain
in the calf when the foot is bent back, a sign of
deep-vein thrombosis [Described 1941. After
hole in the heart



Holger-Nielsen method



holism



holistic



holistic care



holo-

holocrine



Homans’ sign



John Homans (1877–1954), Professor of Clinical Surgery at Harvard, USA.]
homeo- /həυmiəυ/ prefix like or similar
homeo-

hook

homeopathic /həυmiə pθk/, homoeopathic /həυmiə pθk/ adjective 1. referring
to homeopathy 쑗 a homeopathic clinic 쑗 She
is having a course of homeopathic treatment.
2. referring to a drug which is given in very
small quantities
homeopathist /həυmi ɒpəθst/, homoeopathist /həυmi ɒpəθst/ noun a person who
practises homeopathy
homeopathy /həυmi ɒpəθi/, homoeopathy
/həυmi ɒpəθi/ noun the treatment of a condition by giving the person very small quantities
of a substance which, when given to a healthy
person, would cause symptoms like those of
the condition being treated. Compare allopahomeopathic







homeopathist







homeopathy







thy

homeostasis /həυmiəυ stess/ noun the
process by which the functions and chemistry
of a cell or internal organ are kept stable, even
when external conditions vary greatly
homo- /həυməυ/ prefix the same
homoeo- /həυmiəυ/ prefix another spelling
of homeo- (used before vowels)
homogenise /hə mɒdənaz/, homogenize
verb to give something a uniform nature
homograft / hɒmə&rɑ ft/ noun the graft of
an organ or tissue from a donor to a recipient
of the same species, e.g. from one person to
another. Also called allograft. Compare heterhomeostasis





homo-

homoeo-

homogenise



homograft



ograft

homolateral /hɒmə lt(ə)rəl/ adjective
same as ipsilateral
homologous /hɒ mɒlə&əs/ adjective 1. of
the same type 2. referring to chromosomes
which form a pair
homonymous /hə mɒnməs/ adjective affecting the two eyes in the same way
homonymous hemianopia /həmɒnməs
hemiə nəυpiə/ noun a condition in which the
same half of the field of vision is lost in each
eye
homoplasty / həυməυplsti/ noun surgery
to replace lost tissues by grafting similar tissues from another person
homosexual /həυməυ sekʃuəl/ adjective
referring to homosexuality 쐽 noun a person
who is sexually attracted to people of the same
sex. Compare bisexual, heterosexual (NOTE:
homolateral





homologous



homonymous



homonymous hemianopia





homoplasty



homosexual





Although homosexual can apply to both males
and females, it is commonly used for males only,
and lesbian is used for females.)
homosexuality /həυməυsekʃu lti/ noun
homosexuality





sexual attraction to people of the same sex or
sexual relations with people of the same sex
homozygous /həυməυ za&əs/ adjective
having two identical versions of a specific
gene. Compare heterozygous
hook /hυk/ noun a surgical instrument with a
bent end used for holding structures apart in
operations
homozygous



hook
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hookworm / hυkw! m/ noun a parasitic
worm
hookworm disease / hυkw! m dzi z/
hookworm



hookworm disease





noun 쏡 ancylostomiasis
hordeolum /hɔ di ələm/ noun an infection
hordeolum



of the gland at the base of an eyelash. Also
called stye
horizontal /hɒr zɒnt(ə)l/ adjective lying
flat or at a right angle to the vertical
horizontal fissure /hɒrzɒnt(ə)l fʃə/
noun ANAT a horizontal groove between the
superior and middle lobes of a lung. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
horizontal plane /hɒrzɒnt(ə)l plen/ adjective same as transverse plane. see illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
hormonal /hɔ məυn(ə)l/ adjective referring
to hormones
hormone / hɔ məυn/ noun a substance
which is produced by one part of the body, especially the endocrine glands and is carried to
another part of the body by the bloodstream
where it has particular effects or functions
hormone replacement therapy /hɔ məυn
r plesmənt θerəpi/, hormone therapy /
hɔ məυn θerəpi/ noun 1. treatment for someone whose endocrine glands have been removed 2. treatment to relieve the symptoms of
the menopause by supplying oestrogen and reducing the risk of osteoporosis 왘 Abbr HRT
horn /hɔ n/ noun 1. (in humans) tissue which
grows out of an organ 2. (in humans) one of the
H-shaped limbs of grey matter seen in a crosssection of the spinal cord 3. (in humans) an extension of the pulp chamber of a tooth towards
the cusp
Horner’s syndrome / hɔ nəz sndrəυm/
noun a condition caused by paralysis of the
sympathetic nerve in one side of the neck,
making the eyelids hang down and the pupils
contract [Described 1869. After Johann Friehorizontal





horizontal fissure





horizontal plane



hormonal



hormone



hormone replacement therapy







horn

Horner’s syndrome



drich Horner (1831–86), Professor of Ophthalmology in Zürich, Switzerland.]
horny / hɔ ni/ adjective referring to skin
which is very hard (NOTE: For terms referring to
horny tissue, see words beginning with kerat-,
kerato-.)
horseshoe kidney /hɔ sʃu kdni/ noun a
horny



horseshoe kidney



congenital condition of the kidney, where
sometimes the upper but usually the lower
parts of both kidneys are joined together
Horton’s syndrome / hɔ t(ə)nz sn
drəυm/ noun a severe headache, often with
constant pain around one eye, which starts
usually within a few hours of going to sleep. It
is caused by the release of histamine in the
body. [After Bayard Taylor Horton (b. 1895), US
Horton’s syndrome



physician]
hose /həυz/ noun 1. a long rubber or plastic
tube 2. 쏡 support hose
hose

hospice / hɒsps/ noun a hospital which offers palliative care for terminally ill people
hospital / hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a place where
sick or injured people are looked after 앳 hospital bed 1. a special type of bed used in hospitals, usually adjustable in many ways for the
comfort of the patient 쑗 A hospital bed is
needed if the patient has to have traction. 2. a
place in a hospital which can be occupied by a
patient 쑗 There will be no reduction in the
number of hospital beds.
hospital-acquired infection /hɒspt(ə)l ə
kwaəd n fekʃən/ noun a disease caught
during a stay in hospital
Hospital Activity Analysis /hɒspt(ə)l
k tvti ənləss/ noun a regular detailed
report on patients in hospitals, including information about treatment, length of stay and outcome
hospital care / hɒspt(ə)l keə/ noun treatment in a hospital
hospital chaplain /hɒspt(ə)l tʃpln/
noun a religious minister attached to a hospital, who visits and comforts patients and their
families and gives them the sacraments if necessary
hospital corner /hɒspt(ə)l kɔ nə/ noun a
way of folding the overlapping bedding at
each corner of a bed that keeps it tight
hospital doctor /hɒspt(ə)l dɒktə/ noun a
doctor who works only in a hospital and does
not receive people in his or her own surgery
hospital gangrene /hɒspt(ə)l &ŋ&ri n/
noun gangrene caused by insanitary hospital
conditions
hospital infection / hɒspt(ə)l nfekʃən/
noun an infection which someone gets during
a hospital visit, or one which develops among
hospital staff
hospice



hospital



hospital-acquired infection







Hospital Activity Analysis







hospital care



hospital chaplain



hospital corner



hospital doctor



hospital gangrene



hospital infection





COMMENT: Hospital infection is an increasingly
common problem due to growing antimicrobial resistance and inappropriate antibiotic use.
Strains of bacteria such as MRSA have
evolved which seem to be more easily transmitted between patients and are difficult to
treat.
hospitalisation
/hɒspt(ə)la zeʃ(ə)n/,
hospitalization noun the act of sending someone to hospital 쑗 The doctor recommended imhospitalisation





mediate hospitalisation.
hospitalise / hɒspt(ə)laz/, hospitalize
verb to send someone to hospital 쑗 He is so ill
that he has had to be hospitalised.
hospital orderly /hɒspt(ə)l ɔ dəli/ noun a
person who does heavy work in a hospital,
such as wheeling patients into the operating
theatre or moving equipment about
hospital trust / hɒspt(ə)l tr"st/ noun same
as self-governing hospital
host /həυst/ noun a person or animal on
which a parasite lives
hospitalise



hospital orderly



hospital trust



host
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hot /hɒt/ adjective very warm or having a high
temperature
hot flush /hɒt fl"ʃ/ noun a condition in
menopausal women, in which the woman becomes hot and sweats, and which is often accompanied by redness of the skin
hotpack / hɒtpk/ noun a cloth bag or a pad
filled with gel or grains which can be heated
and applied to the skin to relieve pain or stiffness
hot wax treatment /hɒt wks tri tmənt/
noun a treatment for arthritis in which the
joints are painted with hot liquid wax
hourglass contraction / aυə&lɑ s kən
trkʃən/ noun a condition in which an organ
such as the stomach is constricted in the centre
hourglass stomach / aυə&lɑ s st"mək/
noun a condition in which the wall of the stomach is pulled in so that it is divided into two
cavities, cardiac and pyloric
hourly / aυəli/ adjective, adverb happening
every hour
houseman / haυsmən/ noun same as house
hot

hot flush



hotpack



hot wax treatment



hourglass contraction





hourglass stomach



hourly



houseman



officer

hurt

injection to encourage ovulation and help a
woman to become pregnant. Abbr hCG
human crutch /hju mən kr"tʃ/ noun a
method of helping an injured person to walk,
where they rest one arm over the shoulders of
the person helping
human
immunodeficiency virus /
hju mən mjυnəυd fʃ(ə)nsi varəs/ noun a
virus which causes AIDS. Abbr HIV
human leucocyte antigen /hju mən
lu kəsat ntd(ə)n/ noun any of the system of antigens on the surface of cells which
need to be histocompatible to allow transplants
to take place. Abbr HLA. 쏡 HLA system
human nature /hju mən netʃə/ noun the
general behavioural characteristics of human
beings
human papillomavirus /hju mən pp
ləυmə varəs/ noun a virus that causes genital warts in humans. Abbr HPV
humectant /hju mektənt/ adjective able to
absorb or retain moisture 쐽 noun a substance
that can absorb or retain moisture, e.g. a skin
lotion
humeroulnar
joint /hju mərəυ "lnə
dɔnt/ noun part of the elbow joint, where the
trochlea of the humerus and the trochlear
notch of the ulna move next to each other
humerus / hju mərəs/ noun the top bone in
the arm, running from the shoulder to the elbow (NOTE: The plural is humeri.)
humid / hju md/ adjective damp, containing
moisture vapour
humoral / hju mərəl/ adjective relating to
human body fluids, in particular blood serum
humour / hju mə/, humor noun a fluid in the
body
hunchback / h"ntʃbk/ noun 쏡 kyphosis
hunger / h"ŋ&ə/ noun a need to eat
hunger pains / h"ŋ&ə pens/ plural noun
pains in the abdomen when a person feels hungry, sometimes a sign of a duodenal ulcer
Hunter’s syndrome / h"ntəz sndrəυm/
noun an inherited disorder caused by an enzyme deficiency, which leads to learning difficulties
Huntington’s chorea /h"ntŋtənz kɔ
ri ə/ noun a progressive hereditary disease
which affects adults, where the outer layer of
the brain degenerates and the person makes involuntary jerky movements and develops progressive dementia [Described 1872. After
human crutch



human immunodeficiency virus





human leucocyte antigen



human nature



human papillomavirus





humectant



humeroulnar joint

house mite /haυs mat/, house dust mite /
haυs d"st mat/ noun a tiny insect living
mainly in bedding and soft furnishings, that
can cause an allergic reaction
house officer / haυs ɒfsə/ noun a doctor
who works in a hospital as a house surgeon or
house physician during the final year of training before registration by the General Medical
Council (NOTE: The US term is intern.)
HPRT noun an enzyme that is lacking in children, usually boys, who have Lesch-Nyhan
disease. Full form hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl transferase. Also called HGPRT (hyhouse mite



house officer



HPRT

poxanthine guanine phosphoribosyl transferase)
HPV abbr human papillomavirus
HRT abbr hormone replacement therapy
Huhner’s test / hu nəz test/ noun a test
HPV

HRT

Huhner’s test



carried out several hours after sexual intercourse to determine the number and motility of
spermatozoa [After Max Huhner (1873–1947),
US urologist]





humerus



humid



humoral



humour



hunchback



hunger



hunger pains



Hunter’s syndrome



Huntington’s chorea

human / hju mən/ adjective referring to any
man, woman or child 쐽 noun a person 쑗 Most
animals are afraid of humans.
human anatomy /hju mən ə ntəmi/
noun the structure, shape and functions of the
human body
human being /hju mən bi ŋ/ noun a person
human chorionic gonadotrophin /
hju mən kɔ riɒnk &əυnədə trəυfn/
noun a hormone produced by the placenta,
which suppresses the mother’s usual menstrual cycle during pregnancy. It is found in the
urine during pregnancy, and can be given by
human



human anatomy





human being



human chorionic gonadotrophin











George Sumner Huntington (1850–1916), US
physician.]
Hurler’s syndrome / h! ləz sndrəυm/
noun same as gargoylism [Described 1920. After Gertrud Hurler, German paediatrician.]
hurt /h! t/ noun 1. emotional pain 2. a painful
area (used by children) 쑗 She has a hurt on her
knee. 쐽 verb 1. to have pain 쑗 He’s hurt his
hand. 2. to cause someone pain 쑗 His arm is
Hurler’s syndrome



hurt
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hurting so much he can’t write. 쑗 She fell
down and hurt herself. (NOTE: hurting – hurt)
쐽 adjective 1. feeling physical pain 쑗 He was
slightly hurt in the car crash. 쑗 Two players
got hurt in the football game. 2. feeling emotional pain 쑗 Her parents’ divorce hurt her
deeply.
husky / h"ski/ adjective slightly hoarse
Hutchinson’s tooth / h"tʃnsənz tu θ/
noun a narrow upper incisor tooth, with notches along the cutting edge, a symptom of congenital syphilis but also occurring naturally
husky



Hutchinson’s tooth



(NOTE: The plural is Hutchinson’s teeth.) [After
Sir Jonathan Hutchinson (1828–1913), British
surgeon]
hyal- /haəl/ prefix like glass (used before vowels)
hyalin / haəln/ noun a transparent substance
hyal-

hyalin



produced from collagen and deposited around
blood vessels and scars when some tissues degenerate
hyaline / haəln/ adjective nearly transparent
like glass
hyaline cartilage /haəln kɑ tld/ noun
a type of cartilage found in the nose, larynx
and joints. It forms most of the skeleton of the
fetus. See illustration at CARTILAGINOUS JOINT
in Supplement
hyaline membrane disease /haəln
membren dzi z/ noun same as respiratory
hyaline



hyaline cartilage



hyaline membrane disease





distress syndrome
hyalitis /haə lats/ noun inflammation of
hyalitis





the vitreous humour or the hyaloid membrane
in the eye. Also called vitritis
hyaloid membrane / haəlɔd membren/
noun a transparent membrane round the vitreous humour in the eye
hyaluronic acid /haəlυrɒnk sd/ noun
a substance which binds connective tissue and
is found in the eyes
hyaluronidase /haəlυ rɒndez/ noun an
enzyme which destroys hyaluronic acid
hybrid / habrd/ noun an organism that is a
result of a cross between individuals that are
not genetically the same as each other
HYCOSY abbr hysterosalpingo-contrast
sonography
hydatid / hadətd/ noun any cyst-like structure
hydatid cyst /hadətd sst/ noun the larval form of the tapeworms of the genus Echinococcus
hydatid disease / hadətd dzi z/, hydatidosis /hadət dəυss/ noun an infection,
usually in the lungs or liver, caused by expanding hydatid cysts that destroy the tissues of the
infected organ
hydatid mole /hadətd məυl/ noun an abnormal pregnancy from a pathologic ovum, resulting in a mass of cysts shaped like a bunch
of grapes
hyaloid membrane



hyaluronic acid



hyaluronidase





hybrid



HYCOSY

hydatid



hydatid cyst



hydatid disease







hydatid mole





hydr- /hadr/ prefix same as hydro- (used before vowels)
hydraemia /ha dri miə/ noun an excess of
hydr-

hydraemia



water in the blood
hydragogue / hadrə&ɒ&/ noun a laxative or
substance which produces watery faeces
hydralazine /ha drləzi n/ noun a drug that
lowers blood pressure. People usually receive
it in combination with other drugs that increase the output of urine.
hydramnios /ha drmniɒs/ noun an unusually large amount of amniotic fluid surrounding the fetus
hydrarthrosis /hadrɑ θrəυss/ noun
swelling caused by excess synovial liquid at a
joint
hydrate / hadret/ verb to give water to
someone so as to re-establish or maintain fluid
balance 쐽 noun a chemical compound containing water molecules that can usually be driven
off by heat without altering the compound’s
structure
hydro- /hadrəυ/ prefix referring to water
hydroa /ha drəυə/ noun an eruption of small
itchy blisters, e.g. those caused by sunlight
hydrocalycosis
/hadrəυkl kəυss/
noun same as caliectasis
hydrocele / hadrəυsi l/ noun the collection
of watery liquid found in a cavity such as the
scrotum
hydrocephalus /hadrəυ kefələs/ noun an
excessive quantity of cerebrospinal fluid in the
brain
hydrochloric acid /hadrəυ klɒrk sd/
noun an acid found in the gastric juices which
helps to break apart the food
hydrocolloid strip /hadrəυkɒlɔd strp/
noun a waterproof gel dressing that seals a
wound, retaining moisture and preventing access to germs and dirt
hydrocolpos /hadrəυ kɒlpəs/ noun a cyst
in the vagina containing clear fluid
hydrocortisone /hadrəυ kɔ tzəυn/ noun
a steroid hormone secreted by the adrenal cortex or produced synthetically, used in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis and inflammatory
and allergic conditions
hydrocyanic acid /hadrəυsank sd/
noun an acid which forms cyanide. Abbr HCN
hydrogen / hadrədən/ noun a chemical element, a gas which combines with oxygen to
form water, and with other elements to form
acids, and is present in all animal tissue (NOTE:
hydragogue



hydralazine



hydramnios



hydrarthrosis





hydrate



hydro-

hydroa



hydrocalycosis







hydrocele



hydrocephalus





hydrochloric acid



hydrocolloid strip



hydrocolpos





hydrocortisone





hydrocyanic acid



hydrogen



The chemical symbol is H.)
hydrogen peroxide /hadrədən pə rɒk
sad/ noun a solution used as a disinfectant
hydrolysis /ha drɒləss/ noun the breaking
hydrogen peroxide





hydrolysis



down of a chemical compound when it reacts
with water to produce two or more different
compounds, as in the conversion of starch to
glucose
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hydroma /ha drəυmə/ noun same as hygrohydroma



ma

hydrometer /ha drɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures the density of a liquid
hydromyelia /hadrəυma i liə/ noun a
condition in which fluid swells the central canal of the spinal cord
hydronephrosis /hadrəυne frəυss/ noun
swelling of the pelvis of a kidney caused by accumulation of water due to infection or a kidney stone blocking the ureter
hydropathy /ha drɒpəθi/ noun the treatment of injuries or disease by bathing in water
or drinking mineral waters
hydropericarditis /hadrəυperikɑ dats/,
hydropericardium /hadrəυperi kɑ diəm/
noun an accumulation of liquid round the heart
hydroperitoneum /hadrəυpertə ni əm/
noun a build-up of fluid in the peritoneal cavity
hydrometer



hydromyelia





hydronephrosis





hydropathy



hydropericarditis













hydroperitoneum







(NOTE: The plural is hydroperitoneums or hydroperitonea.)
hydrophobia /hadrə fəυbiə/ noun same as
rabies
COMMENT: Hydrophobia affects the mental
balance, and the symptoms include difficulty
in breathing or swallowing and a horror of water.
hydropneumoperitoneum
/hadrəυ
nju məυpertə ni əm/ noun a condition in
hydrophobia





hydropneumoperitoneum









which watery fluid and gas collect in the peritoneal cavity
hydropneumothorax /hadrəυnju məυ
θɔ rks/ noun a condition in which watery
fluid and gas collect in the pleural cavity
hydropneumothorax







(NOTE: The plural is hydropneumothoraxes or
hydropneumothoraces.)
hydrops / hadrɒps/ noun same as oedema
(NOTE: The plural is hydropses.)
hydrorrhoea /hadrəυ ri ə/ noun a discharge of watery fluid (NOTE: The US spelling is
hydrorrhea.)
hydrosalpinx /hadrəυ slpŋks/ noun an
hydrops



hydrorrhoea





hydrosalpinx





occasion when watery fluid collects in one or
both of the Fallopian tubes, causing swelling

(NOTE: The plural is hydrosalpinges.)
hydrotherapy /hadrəυ θerəpi/ noun a type
hydrotherapy





of physiotherapy involving treatment in water,
where people are put in hot baths or are encouraged to swim
hydrothorax /hadrəυ θɔ rks/ noun the
collection of liquid in the pleural cavity
hydrotubation
/hadrəυtju beʃ(ə)n/
noun an act of putting a fluid through the neck
of the uterus and the Fallopian tubes under
pressure to check whether the tubes are
blocked
hydroureter /hadrəυju ri tə/ noun a condition in which water or urine collect in the
ureter because it is blocked
hydroxide /ha drɒksad/ noun a chemical
compound containing a hydroxyl group
hydrothorax





hydrotubation





hydroureter





hydroxide



hyperacusis

hydroxyproline /hadrɒksi prəυli n/ noun
an amino acid present in some proteins, especially in collagen
hygiene / hadi n/ noun 1. the procedures
and principles designed to keep things clean
and to keep conditions healthy 쑗 Nurses have
to maintain a strict personal hygiene. 2. the
science of health
hygienic /ha di nk/ adjective 1. clean 쑗
Don’t touch the food with dirty hands – it isn’t
hygienic. 2. producing healthy conditions
hygienist / hadi nst/ noun a person who
specialises in hygiene and its application
hygr- /ha&r/ prefix same as hygro- (used behydroxyproline





hygiene



hygienic



hygienist



hygr-

fore vowels)
hygro- /ha&rəυ/ prefix relating to moisture
hygroma /ha &rəυmə/ noun a kind of cyst
hygro-

hygroma



which contains a thin fluid
hymen / hamen/ noun a membrane which
partially covers the vaginal passage in a female
who has never had sexual intercourse
hymenectomy /hamə nektəmi/ noun 1.
the surgical removal of the hymen, or an operation to increase the size of the opening of the
hymen 2. the surgical removal of any membrane
hymenotomy /hamə nɒtəmi/ noun an incision of the hymen during surgery
hyo- /haəυ/ prefix relating to the hyoid bone
hyoglossus /haəυ &lɒsəs/ noun a muscle
which is attached to the hyoid bone and depresses the tongue
hyoid / haɔd/ adjective relating to the hyoid
bone
hyoid bone / haɔd bəυn/ noun a small Ushaped bone at the base of the tongue
hyoscine / haəυsi n/ noun a drug used as a
sedative, in particular for treatment of motion
sickness
hyp- /hap/ prefix same as hypo- (used before
hymen



hymenectomy





hymenotomy





hyo-

hyoglossus





hyoid



hyoid bone



hyoscine



hyp-

vowels)

hypaemia /ha pi miə/ noun an insufficient
amount of blood in the body
hypalgesia /hapl di ziə/ noun low sensitivity to pain
hyper- /hapə/ prefix higher or too much. Opposite hypohyperacidity /hapərə sdti/ noun the production of more acid in the stomach than is
usual. Also called acidity, acid stomach
hyperacousia /hapərə kju ziə/ noun
same as hyperacusis
hyperactive /hapər ktv/ adjective very
or unusually active
hyperactivity /hapərk tvəti/ noun a condition in which something or someone, e.g. a
gland or a child, is too active
hyperacusis /hapərə kju ss/ noun a condition in which someone is very sensitive to
sounds
hypaemia



hypalgesia





hyper-

hyperacidity





hyperacousia





hyperactive



hyperactivity



hyperacusis
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hyperadrenalism /hapərə dri n(ə)lz(ə)m/
noun a disorder in which too many adrenal
hormones are produced, e.g. because of pituitary gland malfunction, a tumour of the adrenal gland or high doses of steroids
hyperaemia /hapər i miə/ noun excess
blood in any part of the body
hyperaesthesia /hapəri s θi ziə/ noun an
extremely high sensitivity in the skin
hyperalgesia /hapərl di ziə/ noun an
increased sensitivity to pain
hyperalimentation
/hapərlmen
teʃ(ə)n/ noun the feeding of large amounts of
nutrients by mouth or intravenously to someone with serious nutritional deficiency
hyperandrogenism
/hapər
drɒdənz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which a
woman produces too many androgens, associated with many problems such as hirsutism,
acne, infertility and polycystic ovarian disease
hyperbaric /hapə brk/ adjective referring to a treatment in which someone is given
oxygen at high pressure, used to treat carbon
monoxide poisoning
hypercalcaemia /hapəkl si miə/ noun
an excess of calcium in the blood
hypercalcinuria
/hapəkls njυəriə/
noun a condition in which an unusually high
amount of calcium occurs in the urine
hypercapnia /hapə kpniə/ noun an unusually high concentration of carbon dioxide in
the bloodstream
hypercatabolism /hapəkə tbəlz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which the body breaks
down its own tissues or a particular substance
too much. It causes weight loss and wasting.
hyperchloraemia /hapəklɔ ri miə/ noun
a condition in which there is too much chloride
in the blood
hyperchlorhydria /hapəklɔ hadriə/ noun
an excess of hydrochloric acid in the stomach
hyperdactylism
/hapə dktlz(ə)m/
noun the condition of having more than the
usual number of fingers or toes. Also called
hyperadrenalism





hyperaemia





hyperaesthesia





hyperalgesia





hyperalimentation







hyperandrogenism





hyperbaric





hypercalcaemia





hypercalcinuria





hypercapnia





hypercatabolism





hyperchloraemia





hypergalactia /hapə&ə lktiə/, hypergalactosis /hapə&lək təυss/ noun a condition in which too much milk is secreted
hyperglycaemia /hapə&la si miə/ noun
an excess of glucose in the blood
hyperhidrosis /hapəha drəυss/ noun a
condition in which too much sweat is produced
hyperinsulinism /hapər nsjυlnz(ə)m/
noun the reaction of a diabetic to an excessive
dose of insulin or to hypoglycaemia
hyperkalaemia /hapək li miə/ noun a
condition in which too much potassium occurs
in the blood, which can result in cardiac arrest.
Various possible causes include kidney failure
and chemotherapy.
hyperkeratosis /hapəkerə təυss/ noun a
condition in which the outer layer of the skin
becomes unusually thickened
hyperkinesia /hapək ni ziə/ noun a condition in which there is unusually great
strength or movement
hyperkinetic syndrome /hapək netk
sndrəυm/ noun a condition in which someone experiences fatigue, shortness of breath,
pain under the heart and palpitation
hyperlipidaemia /hapəlp di miə/ noun
the pathological increase of the amount of lipids, or fat, in the blood
hypermenorrhoea /hapəmenə ri ə/ noun
menstruation in which the flow is excessive
hypermetropia /hapəm trəυpiə/, hyperopia / hapə rəυpiə/ noun a condition in
which someone sees more clearly objects
which are a long way away, but cannot see objects which are close. Also called longsighthypergalactia











hyperglycaemia





hyperhidrosis





hyperinsulinism





hyperkalaemia





hyperkeratosis





hyperkinesia





hyperkinetic syndrome





hyperlipidaemia





hypermenorrhoea





hypermetropia









edness, hyperopia

hyperemesis /hapər emss/ noun excessive vomiting (NOTE: The plural is hypereme-

hypernatraemia /hapən tri miə/ noun a
serious condition occurring most often in babies or elderly people, in which too much sodium is present in the blood as a result of loss
of water and electrolytes through diarrhoea,
excessive sweating, not drinking enough or excessive salt intake
hypernephroma /hapənə frəυmə/ noun
same as Grawitz tumour
hyperopia /hapə rəυpiə/ noun same as hy-

ses.)

permetropia

hyperemesis gravidarum /hapəremss
&rv deərəm/ noun uncontrollable vomiting in pregnancy
hyperextension /hapərk stenʃən/ noun
the act of stretching an arm or leg beyond its
usual limits of movement
hyperflexion /hapə flekʃən/ noun the act
of flexing a joint beyond the usual limit 쑗 a
hyperflexion injury
hyperfunction / hapəf"ŋkʃ(ə)n/ noun excessive activity of a gland or other organ of the
body

hyperostosis /hapərɒ stəυss/ noun excessive overgrowth on the outside surface of a
bone, especially the frontal bone
hyperparathyroidism
/hapəprə θa
rɔdz(ə)m/ noun an unusually high concentration of parathyroid hormone in the body. It
causes various medical problems including
damage to the kidneys.
hyperphagia /hapə fediə/ noun longterm compulsive overeating
hyperpiesia /hapəpa i ziə/ noun same as

hyperchlorhydria





hyperdactylism





polydactylism

hypernatraemia





hypernephroma



hyperemesis





hyperemesis gravidarum





hyperextension





hyperflexion





hyperfunction







hyperopia





hyperostosis



hyperparathyroidism



hyperphagia





hyperpiesia



hypertension
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hyperpiesis /hapəpa i ss/ noun unusually high pressure, especially of the blood
hyperpituitarism
/hapə ptju tər
z(ə)m/ noun a condition in which the pituitary gland is overactive
hyperplasia /hapə pleziə/ noun a condition in which there is an increase in the number
of cells in an organ
hyperpnoea /hapə pni ə/ noun unusually
deep or fast breathing, e.g. after physical exercise
hyperpyrexia /hapəpa reksiə/ noun a body
temperature of above 41.1°C
hypersecretion /hapəs kri ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition in which too much of a substance is
secreted
hypersensitive /hapə senstv/ adjective
referring to a person who reacts more strongly
than usual to an antigen
hypersensitivity /hapəsens tvti/ noun
a condition in which someone reacts very
strongly to something such as an allergic substance 쑗 her hypersensitivity to dust 쑗 Anaphylactic shock shows hypersensitivity to an
injection.
hypersplenism /hapə splenz(ə)m/ noun a
condition in which too many red blood cells
are destroyed by the spleen, which is often enlarged
hypertelorism /hapə telərz(ə)m/ noun a
condition in which there is too much space between two organs or parts of the body
hypertension /hapə tenʃən/ noun arterial
blood pressure that is higher than the usual
range for gender and age. Also called high
blood pressure, hyperpiesia. Compare hypohyperpiesis





hyperpituitarism





hyperplasia





hyperpnoea





hyperpyrexia





hypersecretion





hypersensitive





hypersensitivity





hypersplenism





hypertelorism





hypertension





tension
COMMENT: Hypertension is without a specific
cause in more than 50% of cases (essential
hypertension) but may be associated with
other diseases. It is treated with drugs such as
beta blockers, ACE inhibitors, diuretics and
calcium channel blockers.
hypertensive /hapə tensv/ adjective rehypertensive





ferring to high blood pressure
hypertensive headache /hapətensv
hedek/ noun a headache caused by high
blood pressure
hypertensive retinopathy /hapətensv
retn ɒpəθi/ noun changes in the retina
caused by local bleeding and a restricted blood
supply that threaten eyesight, as the condition
indicates that the blood pressure is excessively
high
hyperthermia /hapə θ! miə/ noun a very
high body temperature
hyperthyroidism /hapə θarɔdz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which the thyroid gland is
too active and releases unusual amounts of
thyroid hormones into the blood, giving rise to
a rapid heartbeat, sweating and trembling. It
hypertensive headache



hypertensive retinopathy





hyperthermia





hyperthyroidism





hypnotism

can be treated with carbimazole. Also called
thyrotoxicosis
hypertonia /hapə təυniə/ noun an inhypertonia





creased rigidity and spasticity of the muscles
hypertonic /hapə tɒnk/ adjective 1. referring to a solution which has a higher osmotic
pressure than another specified solution 2. referring to a muscle which is under unusually
high tension
hypertrichosis /hapətr kəυss/ noun a
condition in which someone has excessive
growth of hair on the body or on part of the
body
hypertrophic /hapə trɒfk/ adjective associated with hypertrophy
hypertrophic rhinitis /hapətrɒfk ra
nats/ noun a condition in which the mucous
membranes in the nose become thicker
hypertrophy /ha p! trəfi/ noun an increase
in the number or size of cells in a tissue
hypertropia /hapə trəυpiə/ noun US same
as hypermetropia
hyperventilate /hapə ventlet/ verb to
breathe very fast 쑗 We hyperventilate as an expression of fear or excitement.
hyperventilation
/hapəvent leʃ(ə)n/
noun very fast breathing which can be accompanied by dizziness or tetany
hypervitaminosis /hapəvtəm nəυss/
noun a condition caused by taking too many
synthetic vitamins, especially Vitamins A and
D
hypervolaemia /hapəvɒ li miə/ noun a
condition in which there is too much plasma in
the blood
hyphaema /ha fi miə/ noun bleeding into
the front chamber of the eye
hypn- /hpn/ prefix referring to sleep
hypnosis /hp nəυss/ noun a state like
sleep, but caused artificially, where a person
can remember forgotten events in the past and
will do whatever the hypnotist tells him or her
to do
hypnotherapist /hpnəυ θerəpst/ noun a
person who practises hypnotherapy
hypnotherapy /hpnəυ θerəpi/ noun treatment by hypnosis, used in treating some addictions
hypnotic /hp nɒtk/ adjective 1. relating to
hypnosis and hypnotism 2. referring to a state
which is like sleep but which is caused artificially 3. referring to a drug which causes sleep
hypnotise / hpnətaz/, hypnotize verb to
make someone go into a state where he or she
appears to be asleep, and will do whatever the
hypnotist suggests 쑗 He hypnotises his patients, and then persuades them to reveal their
hidden problems.
hypnotism / hpnətz(ə)m/ noun the techniques used to induce hypnosis
hypertonic





hypertrichosis





hypertrophic





hypertrophic rhinitis





hypertrophy



hypertropia





hyperventilate





hyperventilation





hypervitaminosis





hypervolaemia





hyphaema



hypn-

hypnosis



hypnotherapist





hypnotherapy



hypnotic



hypnotise



hypnotism
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hypnotist / hpnətst/ noun a person who
hypnotises other people 쑗 The hypnotist
passed his hand in front of her eyes and she
went immediately to sleep.
hypo / hapəυ/ noun (informal ) 1. same as hypodermic syringe 2. an attack of hypoglycaemia, experienced, e.g., by people who are diabetic
hypo- /hapəυ/ prefix less, too little or beneath
hypoacidity /hapəυə sdti/ noun unusually low acidity, especially in the stomach
hypoaesthesia /hapəυi s θi ziə/ noun a
condition in which someone has a diminished
sense of touch
hypoallergenic /hapəυələ denk/ adjective not likely to cause an allergic reaction
hypocalcaemia /hapəυkl si miə/ noun
an unusually low amount of calcium in the
blood, which can cause tetany
hypocapnia /hapəυ kpniə/ noun a condition in which there is not enough carbon dioxide in the blood
hypochloraemia /hapəυklɔ ri miə/ noun
a condition in which there are not enough
chlorine ions in the blood
hypochlorhydria
/hapəυklɔ hadriə/
noun a condition in which there is not enough
hydrochloric acid in the stomach
hypochondria /hapəυ kɒndriə/ noun a
condition in which a person is too worried
about his or her own health and believes he or
she is ill
hypochondriac /hapəυ kɒndrik/ noun a
person who worries about his or her health too
much
hypochondriac region /hapəυ kɒn
drik ri dən/ noun one of two parts of the
upper abdomen, on either side of the epigastrium below the floating ribs
hypochondrium /hapəυ kɒndriəm/ noun
one of the two hypochondriac regions in the
upper part of the abdomen
hypochromic /hapəυ krəυmk/ adjective
referring to blood cells or body tissue which
do not have the usual amount of pigmentation
쑗 hypochromic scars
hypochromic anaemia /hapəυkrəυmk
ə ni miə/ noun anaemia where haemoglobin is
reduced in proportion to the number of red
blood cells, which then appear very pale
hypodermic /hapə d! mk/ adjective beneath the skin 쐽 noun a hypodermic syringe,
needle or injection (informal )
hypodermic injection /hapəd! mk n
dekʃən/ noun an injection of a liquid, e.g. a
painkilling drug, beneath the skin. Also called
hypnotist



hypo



hypo-

hypoacidity





hypoaesthesia





hypoallergenic





hypocalcaemia





hypocapnia





hypochloraemia





hypochlorhydria





hypochondria





hypochondriac





hypochondriac region





hypochondrium





hypochromic





hypochromic anaemia







hypodermic





hypodermic injection





subcutaneous injection

hypodermic
needle
/hapəd! mk
ni d(ə)l/ noun a needle for injecting liquid under the skin
hypodermic needle



hypodermic syringe /hapəd! mk s
rnd/ noun a syringe fitted with a hypodermic needle for injecting liquid under the skin
hypofibrinogenaemia
/hapəυfbrnəυ
də ni miə/ noun a condition in which there is
not enough fibrinogen in the blood, e.g. because of several blood transfusions or as an inherited condition
hypogammaglobulinaemia /hapəυ&mə
&lɒbjυln i miə/ noun an unusually low concentration of gamma globulin in the blood that
causes an immune deficiency. It may be
present from birth or acquired later in life.
hypogastrium /hapə &striəm/ noun the
part of the abdomen beneath the stomach
hypoglossal /hapəυ &lɒsəl/ adjective 1.
underneath or on the lower side of the tongue
2. relating to the hypoglossal nerve
hypoglossal nerve /hapə &lɒs(ə)l n! v/
noun the twelfth cranial nerve which governs
the muscles of the tongue
hypoglycaemia /hapəυ&la si miə/ noun
a low concentration of glucose in the blood
hypodermic syringe





hypofibrinogenaemia







hypogammaglobulinaemia







hypogastrium





hypoglossal





hypoglossal nerve



hypoglycaemia





COMMENT: Hypoglycaemia affects diabetics
who feel weak from lack of sugar. A hypoglycaemic attack can be prevented by eating glucose or a lump of sugar when feeling faint.
hypoglycaemic /hapəυ&la si mk/ adjechypoglycaemic





tive having hypoglycaemia

hypoglycaemic
coma
/hapəυ&la
si mk kəυmə/ noun a state of unconsciousness affecting diabetics after taking an overdose of insulin
hypohidrosis /hapəυha drəυss/, hypoidrosis /hapɔ drəυss/ noun a condition
in which someone produces too little sweat
hypoinsulinism /hapəυ nsjυlnz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which the body does not
have enough insulin, often because of a problem with the pancreas
hypokalaemia /hapəυk li miə/ noun a
deficiency of potassium in the blood
hypomania /hapəυ meniə/ noun a state of
mild mania or overexcitement, especially
when part of a manic-depressive cycle
hypomenorrhoea /hapəmenə ri ə/ noun
the production of too little blood at menstruation
hypometropia /hapəυm trəυpiə/ noun
same as myopia
hyponatraemia /hapəυn tri miə/ noun a
lack of sodium in the body
hypoparathyroidism /hapəυprə θa
rɔdz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which the parathyroid glands do not secrete enough parathyroid hormone, leading to low blood calcium
and muscle spasms
hypopharynx /hapəυ frŋks/ noun the
part of the pharynx between the hyoid bone
and the bottom of the cricoid cartilage (NOTE:
hypoglycaemic coma





hypohidrosis







hypoinsulinism





hypokalaemia





hypomania





hypomenorrhoea





hypometropia





hyponatraemia





hypoparathyroidism







hypopharynx





The plural is hypopharynxes or hypopharynges.)
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hypophyseal /hapə fziəl/ adjective referring to the pituitary gland
hypophyseal stalk /hapəfziəl stɔ k/
noun a funnel-shaped stem which attaches the
pituitary gland to the hypothalamus
hypophysectomy /hapɒf sektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of the pituitary gland
hypophysis cerebri /hapɒfəss serəbri/
noun same as pituitary gland
hypopiesis /hapəυpa  ss/ noun a condition in which the blood pressure is too low
hypopituitarism
/hapəυp tju tər
z(ə)m/ noun a condition in which the pituitary gland is underactive
hypoplasia /hapəυ pleziə/ noun a lack of
development or incorrect formation of a body
tissue or an organ
hypoplastic left heart /hapəυplstk
left hɑ t/ noun a serious heart disorder in
which the left side of the heart does not develop properly, leading to death within six weeks
of birth unless surgery is performed
hypopnoea /hapəυ pni ə/ noun unusually
shallow and slow breathing
hypoproteinaemia /hapəυprəυt ni miə/
noun a condition in which there is not enough
protein in the blood
hypoprothrombinaemia
/hapəυprəυ
θrɒmb ni miə/ noun a condition in which
there is not enough prothrombin in the blood,
so that the person bleeds and bruises easily
hypopyon /hapə paən/ noun an accumulation of pus in the aqueous humour in the
front chamber of the eye
hyposensitise /hapəυ senstaz/, hyposensitize verb to reduce someone’s sensitivity
to something, e.g. in the treatment of allergies
hyposensitive /hapəυ senstv/ adjective
being less sensitive than usual
hyposensitivity
/hapəυsens tvti/
noun an unusually low sensitivity to stimuli
such as allergens
hypospadias /hapə spediəs/ noun a congenital condition of the wall of the male urethra or the vagina, so that the opening occurs
on the under side of the penis or in the vagina.
Compare epispadias
hypostasis /ha pɒstəss/ noun a condition
in which fluid accumulates in part of the body
because of poor circulation
hypostatic /hapəυ sttk/ adjective referring to hypostasis
hypostatic eczema /hapəυsttk eksmə/
noun same as varicose eczema
hypostatic pneumonia /hapəυsttk
nju məυniə/ noun pneumonia caused by fluid accumulating in the lungs of a bedridden
person with a weak heart
hyposthenia /hapɒs θi niə/ noun a condition of unusual bodily weakness
hypophyseal





hypophyseal stalk



hypophysectomy





hypophysis cerebri



hypopiesis





hypopituitarism





hypoplasia





hypoplastic left heart



hypopnoea





hypoproteinaemia





hypoprothrombinaemia







hypopyon





hyposensitise





hyposensitive





hyposensitivity





hypospadias





hypostasis



hypostatic





hypostatic eczema



hypostatic pneumonia





hyposthenia







hypoventilation

hypotension /hapəυ tenʃən/ noun a condition in which the pressure of the blood is unusually low. Also called low blood pressure.
Compare hypertension
hypotensive /hapə tensv/ adjective having low blood pressure
hypothalamic /hapəυθə lmk/ adjective
referring to the hypothalamus
hypothalamic
hormone
/hapəυθə
lmk hɔ məυn/ noun same as releasing
hypotension





hypotensive





hypothalamic





hypothalamic hormone





hormone

hypothalamus /hapəυ θləməs/ noun the
part of the brain above the pituitary gland,
which controls the production of hormones by
the pituitary gland and regulates important
bodily functions such as hunger, thirst and
sleep. See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
hypothalmus /hapəυ θlməs/ noun same
as hypothalamus (NOTE: The plural is hypothhypothalamus





hypothalmus





almuses or hypothalmi.)

hypothenar /ha pɒθnə/ adjective referring
to the soft fat part of the palm beneath the little
finger
hypothenar
eminence
/hapɒθnə
emnəns/ noun a lump on the palm beneath
the little finger. Compare thenar
hypothermal /hapəυ θ! m(ə)l/ adjective
referring to hypothermia
hypothermia /hapəυ θ! miə/ noun a reduction in body temperature below normal, for
medical purposes taken to be below 35°C
hypothenar



hypothenar eminence



hypothermal





hypothermia





‘…inadvertent hypothermia can readily occur in patients undergoing surgery when there is reduced heat
production and a greater potential for heat loss to the
environment’ [British Journal of Nursing]
hypothermic /hapə θ! mk/ adjective suffering from hypothermia 쑗 Examination rehypothermic





vealed that she was hypothermic, with a rectal
temperature of only 29.4°C.
hypothermic perfusion /hapəθ! mk pə
fju (ə)n/ noun a method of preserving a donor organ by introducing a preserving solution
and storing the organ at a low temperature
hypothesis /ha pɒθəss/ noun a suggested
explanation for an observation or experimental
result, which is then refined or disproved by
further investigation
hypothyroidism /hapəυ θarɔdz(ə)m/
noun underactivity of the thyroid gland
hypotonia /hapəυ təυniə/ noun reduced
tone of the skeletal muscles
hypotonic /hapəυ tɒnk/ adjective 1.
showing hypotonia 2. referring to a solution
with a lower osmotic pressure than plasma
hypotrichosis /hapəυtr kəυss/ noun a
condition in which less hair develops than usual. Compare alopecia (NOTE: The plural is hyhypothermic perfusion





hypothesis



hypothyroidism





hypotonia





hypotonic





hypotrichosis





potrichoses.)

hypotropia /hapəυ trəυpiə/ noun a form
of squint where one eye looks downwards
hypoventilation /hapəυvent leʃ(ə)n/
noun very slow breathing
hypotropia





hypoventilation
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hypovitaminosis /hapəυvtəm nəυss/
noun a lack of vitamins
hypoxaemia /hapɒk si miə/ noun an inadequate supply of oxygen in the arterial blood
hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl transferase noun full form of HPRT
hypoxia /ha pɒksiə/ noun 1. an inadequate
supply of oxygen to tissue as a result of a lack
of oxygen in the arterial blood 2. same as hyhypovitaminosis







hypoxaemia





hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl transferase

hypoxia



poxaemia
hyster- /hstə/ prefix same as hystero- (used
before vowels)
hysteralgia /hstər ldə/ noun pain in the
hyster-

hysteralgia





uterus
hysterectomy /hstə rektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of the uterus, often either to
treat cancer or because of the presence of fibroids
hysteria /h stəriə/ noun a term formerly
used in psychiatry, but now informally used
for a condition in which the person appears unstable, and may scream and wave their arms
about, but also is repressed, and may be slow
to react to outside stimuli (dated )
hysterical /h sterk(ə)l/ adjective referring
to a reaction showing hysteria (informal )
hysterically /h sterkli/ adverb in a hysterical way (informal )
hysterical
personality /hsterk(ə)l
p! sə nlti/ noun the mental condition of a
person who is unstable, lacks usual feelings
and is dependent on others (dated )
hysterics /h sterks/ noun an attack of hysteria (dated )
hysterectomy





hysteria



hysterical



hysterically



hysterical personality





hysterics



hystericus /h sterkəs/ 쏡 globus hysterihystericus



cus

hystero- /hstərəυ/ prefix referring to the
uterus
hysterocele / hstərəυsi l/ noun same as
hystero-

hysterocele



uterocele

hystero-oöphorectomy /hstərəυ əυəfə
rektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the
uterus, the uterine tubes and the ovaries
hysteroptosis /hstərɒp təυss/ noun prolapse of the uterus
hysterosalpingo-contrast sonography /
hsterəυslpŋ&əυ kɒntrɑ st sɒn ɒ&rəfi/
noun examination of the uterus and Fallopian
tubes by ultrasound. Abbr HYCOSY
hysterosalpingography /hstərəυslpŋ
&ɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination of the
uterus and Fallopian tubes following injection
of radio-opaque material. Also called uteroshystero-oöphorectomy





hysteroptosis





hysterosalpingo-contrast sonography







hysterosalpingography







alpingography

hysterosalpingostomy /hstərəυslpŋ
&ɒstəmi/ noun an operation to remake an
opening between the uterine tube and the uterus, to help with infertility problems
hysteroscope / hstərəskəυp/ noun a tube
for inspecting the inside of the uterus
hysteroscopy /hstə rɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the uterine cavity using a hysteroscope or fibrescope
hysterotomy /hstə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
incision into the uterus, as in caesarean section
or for some types of abortion
hysterotrachelorrhaphy /hstərəυtrkiə
lɒrəfi/ noun an operation to repair a tear in the
cervix
hysterosalpingostomy







hysteroscope



hysteroscopy





hysterotomy





hysterotrachelorrhaphy



-iasis
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-iasis /aəss/ suffix disease caused by something 쑗 amoebiasis
iatro- /atrəυ/ prefix relating to medicine or
doctors
iatrogenesis /atrəυ denəss/ noun any
condition caused by the actions of doctors or
other healthcare professionals
iatrogenic /atrə denk/ adjective referring to a condition which is caused by a doctor’s treatment for another disease or condition
쑗 an iatrogenic infection
An iatrogenic condition can be
caused by a drug, i.e. a side effect, by infection from the doctor or simply by worry about
possible treatment.

icterus gravis neonatorum /ktərəs
&rvs ni əυnə tɔ rəm/ noun jaundice associated with erythroblastosis fetalis
ictus / ktəs/ noun a stroke or fit
ICU abbr intensive care unit
id /d/ noun (in Freudian psychology) the basic
unconscious drives which exist in hidden
forms in a person
ideation /adi eʃ(ə)n/ noun the act or process of imagining or forming thoughts and ideas
identical twins /a dentk(ə)l twnz/ plural
noun twins who are exactly the same in appearance because they developed from the
same ovum. Also called monozygotic twins,

IBS abbr irritable bowel syndrome
ibuprofen /abju prəυfən/ noun a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug that relieves pain
and swelling, especially in arthritis and rheumatism. It is also widely used as a household
painkiller.
ice bag / as b&/, icebag, ice pack / as
pk/ noun a cold compress made of lumps of
ice wrapped in a cloth or put in a special bag
and held against an injured part of the body to
reduce pain or swelling
ichthamol /k θmɒl/ noun a thick dark red
liquid which is a mild antiseptic and analgesic,
used in the treatment of skin diseases
ichthyosis /kθ əυss/ noun a hereditary
condition in which the skin does not form
properly, resulting in a dry, non-inflammatory
and scaly appearance
ICM abbr International Confederation of Midwives
ICN abbr 1. International Council of Nurses 2.
infection control nurse
ICP abbr intracranial pressure
ICRC abbr International Committee of the
Red Cross
ICSH abbr interstitial cell stimulating hormone
icteric /k terk/ adjective referring to someone with jaundice
icterus / ktərəs/ noun same as jaundice

identification /adentf keʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of discovering or stating who someone
is or what something is 왍 identification with
someone the act of associating with and unconsciously taking on the viewpoints and behaviours of one or more other people
identity bracelet /a dentti breslət/,
identity label /a dentti leb(ə)l/ noun a label attached to the wrist of a newborn baby or
patient in hospital, so that he or she can be
identified
ideo- /adiəυ/ prefix involving ideas
idio- /diəυ/ prefix referring to one particular
person
idiopathic /diə pθk/ adjective 1. referring to a disease with no obvious cause 2. referring to idiopathy
idiopathic epilepsy /diəpθk eplepsi/
noun epilepsy not caused by a brain disorder,
beginning during childhood or adolescence
idiopathy /di ɒpəθi/ noun a condition
which develops without any known cause
idiosyncrasy /diəυ sŋkrəsi/ noun a way
of behaving which is particular to one person
idiot savant /diəυ svɒŋ/ noun a person
with learning difficulties who also possesses a
single particular mental ability, such as the
ability to play music by ear, to draw remembered objects or to do mental calculations,
which is very highly developed

iatro-

iatrogenesis





iatrogenic





COMMENT:

IBS

ibuprofen





ice bag





ichthamol



ichthyosis



ICM

ICN

ICP

ICRC

ICSH

icteric



icterus





icterus gravis neonatorum





ictus



ICU

id

ideation





identical twins



uniovular twins
identification





identity bracelet





ideo-

idio-

idiopathic





idiopathic epilepsy



idiopathy





idiosyncrasy



idiot savant
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idioventricular /diəυven trkjυlə/ adjective relating to the ventricles of the heart
idioventricular rhythm /diəυventrkjυlə
rð(ə)m/ noun a slow natural rhythm in the
ventricles of the heart, but not in the atria
IDK abbr internal derangement of the knee
Ig abbr immunoglobulin
Ig A antiendomysial antibody /a di e
ntiendəυmasiəl ntbɒdi/ noun a serological screening test for coeliac disease
IHD abbr ischaemic heart disease
IL-1 abbr interleukin-1
IL-2 abbr interleukin-2
ile- /li/ prefix same as ileo- (used before vowidioventricular





idioventricular rhythm





IDK

Ig

Ig A antiendomysial antibody





IHD

IL-1

IL-2

ile-

els)

ilea / liə/ plural of ileum
ileac / lik/ adjective 1. relating to an ileus 2.
relating to the ileum
ileal / liəl/ adjective referring to the ileum
ileal bladder /liəl bldə/, ileal conduit /
liəl kɒndjut/ noun an artificial tube formed
when the ureters are linked to part of the ileum,
and that part is linked to an opening in the abdominal wall
ileal pouch /liəl paυtʃ/ noun a part of the
small intestine which is made into a new rectum in a surgical operation, freeing someone
from the need for an ileostomy after their colon is removed
ileectomy /li ektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of all or part of the ileum
ileitis /li ats/ noun inflammation of the ileum
ileo- /liəυ/ prefix relating to the ileum
ileocaecal /liəυ si k(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the ileum and the caecum
ileocaecal orifice /liəυsi k(ə)l ɒrfs/
noun an opening where the small intestine
joins the large intestine
ileocaecal valve /li əυsi k(ə)l vlv/ noun a
valve at the end of the ileum, which allows
food to pass from the ileum into the caecum
ileocaecocystoplasty /liəυsi kəυ satəυ
plsti/ noun an operation to reconstruct the
bladder using a piece of the combined ileum
and caecum
ileocolic /liəυ kɒlk/ adjective referring to
both the ileum and the colon
ileocolic artery /li əυkɒlk ɑ təri/ noun a
branch of the superior mesenteric artery
ileocolitis /liəυkə lats/ noun inflammation of both the ileum and the colon
ileocolostomy /liəυkə lɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make a link directly between the ileum and the colon
ileoproctostomy
/liəυprɒk tɒstəmi/
noun a surgical operation to create a link between the ileum and the rectum
ileorectal /liəυ rekt(ə)l/ adjective referring
to both the ileum and the rectum
ilea



ileac



ileal



ileal bladder





ileal pouch



ileectomy





ileitis





ileo-

ileocaecal





ileocaecal orifice



ileocaecal valve



ileocaecocystoplasty







ileocolic





ileocolic artery



ileocolitis





ileocolostomy





ileoproctostomy



ileorectal







ileosigmoidostomy /liəυs&mɔ dɒstəmi/
noun a surgical operation to create a link between the ileum and the sigmoid colon
ileostomy /li ɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening between the ileum
and the abdominal wall to act as an artificial
opening for excretion of faeces
ileostomy bag /li ɒstəmi b&/ noun a bag
attached to the opening made by an ileostomy,
to collect faeces as they are passed out of the
body
ileum / liəm/ noun the lower part of the small
intestine, between the jejunum and the caecum. Compare ilium. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is
ileosigmoidostomy





ileostomy





ileostomy bag



ileum



ilea.)
COMMENT: The ileum is the longest section of
the small intestine, being about 2.5 metres
long.
ileus / liəs/ noun obstruction of the intestine,
ileus



usually distension caused by loss of muscular
action in the bowel. 쏡 paralytic ileus
ili- /li/ prefix same as ilio- (used before vowels)
ilia / liə/ plural of ilium
iliac / lik/ adjective referring to the ilium
iliac crest /lik krest/ noun a curved top
edge of the ilium. See illustration at PELVIS in
Supplement
iliac fossa /lik fɒsə/ noun a depression
on the inner side of the hip bone
iliac region / lik ri dən/ noun one of two
regions of the lower abdomen, on either side of
the hypogastrium
iliac spine / lik span/ noun a projection at
the posterior end of the iliac crest
iliacus /li kəs/ noun a muscle in the groin
which flexes the thigh
ilio- /liəυ/ prefix relating to the ilium
iliococcygeal /liəυkɒk sdiəl/ adjective
referring to both the ilium and the coccyx
iliolumbar /liəυ l"mbə/ adjective referring
to the iliac and lumbar regions
iliopectineal /liəυpek tniəl/ adjective referring to both the ilium and the pubis
iliopectineal eminence /liəυpektniəl
emnəns/ noun a raised area on the inner surface of the innominate bone
iliopsoas /liəυ səυəs/ noun a muscle
formed from the iliacus and psoas muscles
iliopubic /liəυ pju bk/ adjective same as ilili-

ilia



iliac



iliac crest



iliac fossa



iliac region



iliac spine



iliacus



ilio-

iliococcygeal





iliolumbar





iliopectineal





iliopectineal eminence





iliopsoas





iliopubic





iopectineal

iliopubic
eminence
/liəυpju bk
emnəns/ noun same as iliopectineal emiiliopubic eminence





nence

iliotibial tract /liəυ tbiəl trkt/ noun a
thick fascia which runs from the ilium to the
tibia
ilium / liəm/ noun the top part of each of the
hip bones, which form the pelvis. Compare ileum. See illustration at PELVIS in Supplement
iliotibial tract





ilium



(NOTE: The plural is ilia.)
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ill /l/ adjective not well 쑗 If you feel very ill
you ought to see a doctor.
illegal abortion /li &(ə)l ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as criminal abortion
ill health /l helθ/ noun the fact of not being
well 쑗 He has been in ill health for some time.
쑗 She has a history of ill health. 쑗 He had to
retire early for reasons of ill health.
illness / lnəs/ noun 1. a state of not being
well 쑗 Most of the children stayed away from
school because of illness. 2. a type of disease
쑗 Scarlet fever is no longer considered to be a
very serious illness. 쑗 He is in hospital with an
infectious tropical illness.
illusion / lu (ə)n/ noun a condition in
which a person has a wrong perception of external objects
i.m., IM abbr intramuscular
image / md/ noun a sensation, e.g. a smell,
sight or taste, which is remembered clearly
imagery / mdəri/ noun visual sensations
clearly produced in the mind
imaginary / mdn(ə)ri/ adjective referring to something which does not exist but is
imagined
imaginary playmate /mdnəri ple*
met/ noun a friend who does not exist but
who is imagined by a small child to exist
imagination /md neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
ability to see or invent things in your mind 쑗
In her imagination she saw herself sitting on a
beach in the sun.
imagine / mdn/ verb to see, hear or feel
something in your mind 쑗 Imagine yourself
sitting on the beach in the sun. 쑗 I thought I
heard someone shout, but I must have imagined it because there is no one there. 왍 to imagine things to have delusions 쑗 She keeps
imagining things. 쑗 Sometimes he imagines he
is swimming in the sea.
imaging / mdŋ/ noun a technique for creating pictures of sections of the body, using
scanners attached to computers
imbalance /m bləns/ noun a situation in
which things are unequal or in the wrong proportions to one another, e.g. in the diet
imipramine / mprəmi n/ noun a drug that
is used as a treatment for depression
immature /mə tjυə/ adjective not mature,
lacking insight and emotional stability
immature cell /mətjυə sel/ noun a cell
which is still developing
immaturity /mə tʃυərti/ noun behaviour
which is lacking in maturity
immersion foot /m! ʃ(ə)n fυt/ noun same
as trench foot
immiscible / msəb(ə)l/ adjective (of liquids)
not able to be mixed
immobile / məυbal/ adjective not moving,
which cannot move
ill

illegal abortion





ill health



illness



illusion



i.m.

image



imagery



imaginary



imaginary playmate



imagination





imagine



imaging



imbalance



imipramine



immature





immature cell



immaturity





immersion foot



immiscible



immobile



immunocompromised

immobilisation /məυbla zeʃ(ə)n/, immobilization noun the act of preventing somebody or something from being able to move
immobilise / məυblaz/, immobilize verb
1. to keep someone from moving 2. to attach a
splint to a joint or fractured limb to prevent the
bones from moving
immovable / mu vəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to a joint which cannot be moved
immune / mju n/ adjective protected against
an infection or allergic disease 쑗 She seems to
be immune to colds. 쑗 The injection should
make you immune to yellow fever.
immune deficiency /mju n d fʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a lack of immunity to a disease. 쒁 AIDS
immune reaction /mju n ri kʃən/, immune response /mju n r spɒns/ noun a reaction of a body to an antigen
immune system / mju n sstəm/ noun a
complex network of cells and cell products,
which protects the body from disease. It includes the thymus, spleen, lymph nodes, white
blood cells and antibodies.
immobilisation





immobilise



immovable



immune



immune deficiency





immune reaction









immune system



‘…the reason for this susceptibility is a profound abnormality of the immune system in children with
sickle-cell disease’ [Lancet]
‘…the AIDS virus attacks a person’s immune system
and damages his or her ability to fight other diseases’
[Journal of the American Medical Association]
immunisation /mjυna zeʃ(ə)n/, immunization noun the process of making a person
immunisation





immune to an infection, either by injecting an
antiserum, passive immunisation or by inoculation
‘…vaccination is the most effective way to prevent
children getting the disease. Children up to 6 years
old can be vaccinated if they missed earlier immunization’ [Health Visitor]
immunise / mjυnaz/, immunize verb to
give someone immunity from an infection. 쒁
vaccinate (NOTE: You immunise someone
against a disease.)
COMMENT: In the UK, infants are immunised
routinely against diphtheria, pertussis, polio,
tetanus, Hib, mumps, measles and rubella,
unless there are contra-indications or the parents object.
immunity / mju nti/ noun the ability to reimmunise



immunity



sist attacks of a disease because antibodies are
produced 쑗 The vaccine gives immunity to tuberculosis.
immuno- /mjυnəυ, mju nəυ/ prefix immune, immunity
immunoassay /mjυnəυ se/ noun a test
for the presence and strength of antibodies
immunocompetence
/mjυnəυ
kɒmptəns/ noun the ability to develop an
immune response following exposure to an antigen
immunocompromised /mjυnəυ kɒmprə
mazd/ adjective not able to offer resistance to
infection
immuno-

immunoassay





immunocompetence





immunocompromised
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immunodeficiency /mjυnəυd fʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a lack of immunity to a disease
immunodeficiency virus /mjυnəυd
fʃ(ə)nsi varəs/ noun a retrovirus which attacks the immune system
immunodeficient
/mjυnəυd fʃ(ə)nt/
adjective lacking immunity to a disease 쑗 This
form of meningitis occurs in persons who are
immunodeficient.
immunoelectrophoresis /mjυnəυlektrəυfə
ri ss/ noun a method of identifying antigens in
a laboratory, using electrophoresis
immunogenic /mjυnəυ denk/ adjective
producing an immune response
immunogenicity
/mjυnəυdə nsti/
noun the property which makes a substance
able to produce an immune response in an organism
immunoglobulin
/mjυnəυ &lɒbjυln/
noun an antibody, a protein produced in blood
plasma as protection against infection, the
commonest being gamma globulin. Abbr Ig
immunodeficiency





immunodeficiency virus





immunodeficient





immunoelectrophoresis









immunogenic





immunogenicity





immunoglobulin





(NOTE: The five main classes are called: immunoglobulin G, A, D, E and M or IgG, IgA, IgD,
IgE and IgM.)
immunological /mjυnə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to immunology
immunological
staining
/mjυnə
lɒdk(ə)l stenŋ/ noun the process of
immunological





immunological staining



checking if cancer is likely to return after
someone has been declared free of the disease,
by staining cells
immunological
tolerance
/mjυnə
lɒdk(ə)l tɒlərəns/ noun tolerance of the
lymphoid tissues to an antigen
immunologist /mjυ nɒlədst/ noun a
specialist in immunology
immunology /mjυ nɒlədi/ noun the study
of immunity and immunisation
immunosuppressant
/mjυnəυsə
pres(ə)nt/ noun a drug used to act against the
response of the immune system to reject a
transplanted organ
immunosuppression
/mjυnəυsə
preʃ(ə)n/ noun the suppression of the body’s
natural immune system so that it will not reject
a transplanted organ
immunosuppressive /mjυnəυsə presv/
adjective counteracting the immune system
immunotherapy /mjυnəυ θerəpi/ noun 쏡
immunological tolerance



immunologist





immunology





immunosuppressant







immunosuppression







immunosuppressive







immunotherapy





adoptive immunotherapy

immunotransfusion
/mjυnəυtrns
fju (ə)n/ noun a transfusion of blood, serum
or plasma containing immune bodies
Imodium / məυdiəm/ a trade name for Ioperamide hydrochloride
impacted /m pktd/ adjective tightly
pressed or firmly lodged against something
impacted faeces /mpktd fi si z/ plural
noun extremely hard dry faeces which cannot
immunotransfusion



Imodium



impacted



impacted faeces







pass through the anus and have to be surgically
removed
impacted fracture /mpktd frktʃə/
noun a fracture where the broken parts of the
bones are pushed into each other
impacted tooth /mpktd tu θ/ noun a
tooth which is held against another tooth and
so cannot grow normally
impacted ureteric calculus /mpktd
jυərterk klkjυləs/ noun a small hard
mass of mineral salts which is lodged in a ureter
impaction /m pkʃən/ noun a condition in
which two things are impacted
impair /m peə/ verb to harm a sense or function so that it does not work properly
impaired hearing /mpeəd hərŋ/ noun
hearing which is not clear and sharp
impaired vision /mpeəd v(ə)n/ noun
eyesight which is not fully clear
impairment /m peəmənt/ noun a condition
in which a sense or function is harmed so that
it does not work properly 쑗 His hearing impairment does not affect his work. 쑗 The impairment was progressive, but she did not notice that her eyesight was getting worse.
impacted fracture



impacted tooth



impacted ureteric calculus



impaction



impair



impaired hearing



impaired vision



impairment



‘…impairment – any loss or abnormality of psychological, physical or anatomical structure or function’
[WHO]
impalpable /m plpəb(ə)l/ adjective not
impalpable



able to be felt when touched
impediment /m pedmənt/ noun an obstruction
imperforate /m p! f(ə)rət/ adjective without an opening
imperforate anus /m p! f(ə)rət enəs/
noun same as proctatresia
imperforate hymen /mp! f(ə)rət hamen/
noun a membrane in the vagina which is missing the opening for the menstrual flow
impermeable /m p! miəb(ə)l/ adjective not
allowing liquids or gases to pass through
impetigo /mp ta&əυ/ noun an irritating
and very contagious skin disease caused by
staphylococci, which spreads rapidly and is
easily passed from one child to another, but
can be treated with antibiotics
implant noun / mplɑ nt/ something grafted
or inserted into a person, e.g. tissue, a drug, inert material or a device such as a pacemaker 쐽
verb /m plɑ nt/ 1. to fix into something 쑗 The
ovum implants in the wall of the uterus. 2. to
graft or insert tissue, a drug, inert material or a
device 쑗 The site was implanted with the biomaterial.
implantation /mplɑ n teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of grafting or inserting tissue, a drug,
inert material or a device into a person, or the
introduction of one tissue into another surgically 2. same as nidation
impediment



imperforate



imperforate anus



imperforate hymen



impermeable



impetigo





implant





implantation
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implant material / mplɑ nt mətəriəl/
noun a substance grafted or inserted into a person
implant site / mplɑ nt sat/ noun a place in
or on the body where the implant is positioned
impotence / mpət(ə)ns/ noun the inability
in a male to have an erection or to ejaculate,
and so have sexual intercourse
impotent / mpət(ə)nt/ adjective (of a man)
unable to have sexual intercourse
impregnate / mpre&net/ verb 1. to make a
female pregnant 2. to soak a cloth with a liquid
쑗 a cloth impregnated with antiseptic
impregnation /mpre& neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
action of impregnating
impression /m preʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a mould
of a person’s jaw made by a dentist before
making a denture 2. a depression on an organ
or structure into which another organ or structure fits 앳 cardiac impression 1. concave area
near the centre of the upper surface of the liver
under the heart 2. depression on the mediastinal part of the lungs where they touch the pericardium
improve /m pru v/ verb to get better, or
make something better 쑗 She was very ill, but
she is improving now.
improvement /m pru vmənt/ noun the act
of getting better 쑗 The patient’s condition has
shown a slight improvement. 쑗 Doctors have
not detected any improvement in her asthma.
impulse / mp"ls/ noun 1. a message transmitted by a nerve 2. a sudden feeling of wanting to act in a specific way
impure /m pjυə/ adjective not pure
impurity /m pjυərti/ noun a substance
which is not pure or clean 쑗 The kidneys filter
impurities out of the blood.
in- /n/ prefix 1. in, into, towards 2. not
inaccessible /nək sesb(ə)l/ adjective 1.
physically difficult or impossible to reach 2.
very technical and difficult to understand
inactive /n ktv/ adjective 1. not being active, not moving 쑗 Patients must not be allowed to become inactive. 2. not working 쑗
The serum makes the poison inactive.
inactivity /nk tvti/ noun a lack of activity
inanition /nə nʃ(ə)n/ noun a state of exhaustion caused by starvation
inarticulate /nɑ tkjυlət/ adjective 1.
without joints or segments, as in the bones of
the skull 2. unable to speak fluently or intelligibly 3. not understandable as speech or language
in articulo mortis /n ɑ tkjυləυ mɔ ts/
adverb a Latin phrase meaning ‘at the onset of
death’
inborn /n bɔ n/ adjective congenital, which
is in the body from birth 쑗 A body has an inborn tendency to reject transplanted organs.
implant material





implant site



impotence



impotent



impregnate



impregnation





impression



improve
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impulse
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incompatibility

inbreeding / nbri dŋ/ noun a situation
where closely related males and females, or
those with very similar genetic make-up, have
children together, so allowing congenital conditions to be passed on
incapacitated /inkə pstetd/ adjective
not able to act or work 쑗 He was incapacitated
for three weeks by his accident.
incarcerated /n kɑ səretd/ adjective referring to a hernia which cannot be corrected
by physical manipulation
incest / nsest/ noun an act of sexual intercourse or other sexual activity with so close a
relative, that it is illegal or culturally not allowed
incidence / nsd(ə)ns/ noun the number of
times something happens in a specific population over a period of time 쑗 the incidence of
drug-related deaths 쑗 Men have a higher incidence of strokes than women.
incidence rate / nsd(ə)ns ret/ noun the
number of new cases of a disease during a given period, per thousand of population
incipient /n spiənt/ adjective just beginning
or in its early stages 쑗 He has an incipient appendicitis. 쑗 The tests detected incipient diabetes mellitus.
incise /n saz/ verb to cut into something
incised wound /n sazd wu nd/ noun a
wound with clean edges, caused by a sharp
knife or razor
incision /n s(ə)n/ noun a cut in a person’s
body made by a surgeon using a scalpel, or any
cut made with a sharp knife or razor 쑗 The first
incision is made two millimetres below the
second rib. Compare excision
incisional /n s(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring
to an incision
incisional hernia /ns(ə)n(ə)l h! niə/
noun a hernia which breaks through the abdominal wall at a place where a surgical incision was made during an operation
incisor /n sazə/, incisor tooth /n sazə
tu θ/ noun one of the front teeth, of which
there are four each in the upper and lower
jaws, which are used to cut off pieces of food.
See illustration at TEETH in Supplement
inclusion /n klu (ə)n/ noun something enclosed inside something else
inclusion bodies /n klu (ə)n bɒdiz/ plural noun very small particles found in cells infected by a virus
inclusive /n klu sv/ adjective (of health
services) provided whether or not someone has
a disability or special needs
incoherent /nkəυ hərənt/ adjective not
able to speak in a way which makes sense
incompatibility /nkəmpt blti/ noun the
fact of being incompatible 쑗 the incompatibility of the donor’s blood with that of the patient
inbreeding
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incompatible /nkəm ptb(ə)l/ adjective
1. referring to something which does not go together with something else 2. referring to
drugs which must not be used together because
they undergo chemical change and the therapeutic effect is lost or changed to something
undesirable 3. referring to tissue which is genetically different from other tissue, making it
impossible to transplant into that tissue
incompatible blood /nkəmptəb(ə)l
bl"d/ noun blood from a donor that does not
match the blood of the person receiving the
transfusion
incompetence /n kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun the
inability to do a particular act, especially a lack
of knowledge or skill which makes a person
unable to do particular job
incompetent
cervix /nkɒmpt(ə)nt
s! vks/ noun a dysfunctional cervix of the
uterus which is often the cause of spontaneous
abortions and premature births and can be
remedied by purse-string stitching
incomplete abortion /nkəmpli t ə
bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun an abortion where part of the
contents of the uterus is not expelled
incomplete
fracture
/nkəmpli t
frktʃə/ noun a fracture that does not go all
the way through a bone
incontinence /n kɒntnəns/ noun the inability to control the discharge of urine or faeces (NOTE: Single incontinence is the inability to
incompatible





incompatible blood



incompetence



incompetent cervix



incomplete abortion





incomplete fracture



incontinence



control the bladder. Double incontinence is the
inability to control both the bladder and the bowels.)
incontinence pad /n kɒntnəns pd/
noun a pad of material to absorb urine
incontinent /n kɒntnənt/ adjective unable
incontinence pad



incontinent



to control the discharge of urine or faeces
incoordination /nkəυɔ d neʃ(ə)n/ noun
a situation in which the muscles in various
parts of the body do not act together, making it
impossible to carry out some actions
incubation /ŋkjυ beʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the development of an infection inside the body before the symptoms of the disease appear 2. the
keeping of an ill or premature baby in a controlled environment in an incubator 3. the
process of culturing cells or microorganisms
under controlled conditions
incubation
period
/ ŋkjυ beʃ(ə)n
pəriəd/ noun the time during which a virus or
bacterium develops in the body after contamination or infection, before the appearance of
the symptoms of the disease. Also called staincoordination





incubation





incubation period





dium invasioni
incubator / ŋkjυbetə/ noun 1. an apparatus
for growing bacterial cultures 2. an enclosed
incubator



container in which a premature baby can be
kept, within which conditions such as temperature and oxygen levels can be controlled

incudes /n kju di z/ plural of incus
incus / ŋkəs/ noun one of the three ossicles
in the middle ear, shaped like an anvil. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
independent /nd pendənt/ adjective not
controlled by someone or something else
independent nursing function /nd
pendənt n! sŋ f"ŋkʃən/ noun any part of
the nurse’s job for which the nurse takes full
responsibility
Inderal / ndərl/ a trade name for propranolol
index finger / ndeks fŋ&ə/ noun the first
finger next to the thumb
indican / ndikn/ noun potassium salt
indication /nd keʃ(ə)n/ noun a situation
or sign which suggests that a specific treatment should be given or that a condition has a
particular cause 쑗 Sulpha drugs have been replaced by antibiotics in many indications. 쒁
incudes



incus



independent





independent nursing function



Inderal



index finger



indican



indication





contraindication
indicator / ndketə/ noun 1. a substance
indicator



which shows something, e.g. a substance secreted in body fluids which shows which
blood group a person belongs to 2. something
that serves as a warning or guide
indigenous /n ddnəs/ adjective 1. natural or inborn 2. native to or representative of a
country or region
indigestion /nd destʃən/ noun a disturbance of the normal process of digestion,
where the person experiences pain or discomfort in the stomach 쑗 He is taking tablets to relieve his indigestion or He is taking indigestion
tablets. 쒁 dyspepsia
indigo carmine /nd&əυ kɑ man/ noun a
blue dye which is injected into a person to test
how well their kidneys are working
indirect contact /ndarekt kɒntkt/
noun the fact of catching a disease by inhaling
germs or by being in contact with a vector
indisposed /nd spəυzd/ adjective slightly
ill 쑗 My mother is indisposed and cannot see
any visitors.
indisposition /ndspə zʃ(ə)n/ noun a slight
illness
individualise /nd vduəlaz/, individualize verb to provide something that matches
the needs of a specific person or situation 쑗 individualised care
individualised nursing care /ndvd*
juəlazd n! sŋ keə/ noun care which is designed to provide exactly what one particular
patient needs 쑗 The home’s staff are specially
trained to provide individualised nursing care.
Indocid / ndəsd/ a trade name for indomethacin
indolent / ndələnt/ adjective 1. causing little
pain 2. referring to an ulcer which develops
slowly and does not heal
indigenous
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individualised nursing care
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indomethacin /ndəυ meθəsn/ noun a
drug that reduces pain, fever and inflammation, especially that caused by arthritis
indrawing /n drɔ ŋ/ noun the act of pulling
towards the inside
indrawn /n drɔ n/ adjective pulled inside
induce /n dju s/ verb to make something
happen 왍 to induce labour to make a woman
go into labour
induced abortion /ndju st ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/
noun an abortion which is deliberately caused
by drugs or by surgery
induction /n d"kʃən/ noun 1. the process of
starting or speeding up the birth of a baby 2.
the stimulation of an enzyme’s production
when the substance on which it acts increases
in concentration 3. a process by which one part
of an embryo influences another part’s development 4. information and support given to
new employees in an organisation
induction of labour /nd"kʃən əv lebə/
noun the action of starting childbirth artificially
induration /ndjυə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the hardening of tissue or of an artery because of pathological change
induratum /ndjυə retəm/ 쏡 erythema
industrial disease /n d"striəl dzi z/
noun a disease which is caused by the type of
work done by a worker or by the conditions in
which he or she works, e.g. by dust produced
or chemicals used in the factory
indwelling catheter /ndwelŋ kθtə/
noun a catheter left in place for a period of time
after its introduction
inebriation /ni br eʃ(ə)n/ noun a state
where a person is drunk, especially habitually
drunk
inert / n! t/ adjective 1. (of person) not moving 2. (of chemical, etc.) not active or not producing a chemical reaction
inertia / n! ʃə/ noun a lack of activity in the
body or mind
in extremis /n ks tri ms/ adverb at the
moment of death
infant / nfənt/ noun a child under two years
of age
infanticide /n fntsad/ noun 1. the act of
killing an infant 2. a person who kills an infant
infantile / nfəntal/ adjective 1. referring to
small children 2. referring to a disease which
affects children
infantile convulsions /nfəntal kən
v"lʃənz/, infantile spasms /nfəntal
spzəmz/ plural noun convulsions or minor
epileptic fits in small children
infantile paralysis /nfəntal pə rləss/
noun a former name for poliomyelitis
infantilism /n fntlz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which a person keeps some characterisindomethacin
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infective hepatitis

tics of an infant when he or she becomes an
adult
infant mortality rate /nfənt mɔ tlti
ret/ noun the number of infants who die per
thousand births
infant respiratory distress syndrome /
nfənt rsprət(ə)ri d stres sndrəυm/
noun a condition of newborn babies in which
the lungs do not function properly. Abbr IRDS
infarct / nfɑ kt/ noun an area of tissue which
is killed when the blood supply is cut off by the
blockage of an artery
infarction /n fɑ kʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in
which tissue is killed by the cutting off of the
blood supply
infant mortality rate





infant respiratory distress syndrome







infarct



infarction



‘…cerebral infarction accounts for about 80% of
first-ever strokes’ [British Journal of Hospital
Medicine]
infect /n fekt/ verb to contaminate someone
infect



or something with microorganisms that cause
disease or toxins 쑗 The disease infected her
liver. 쑗 The whole arm soon became infected.
infected wound /nfektd wu nd/ noun a
wound into which bacteria have entered
infection /n fekʃən/ noun 1. the entry or introduction into the body of microorganisms,
which then multiply 쑗 As a carrier he was
spreading infection to other people in the office. 2. an illness which is caused by the entry
of microbes into the body 쑗 She is susceptible
to minor infections.
infectious /n fekʃəs/ adjective referring to a
disease which is caused by microorganisms
and can be transmitted to other persons by direct means 쑗 This strain of flu is highly infectious. 쑗 Her measles is at the infectious stage.
infectious disease /nfekʃəs d zi z/ noun
a disease caused by microorganisms such as
bacteria, viruses or fungi. 쒁 communicable
infected wound



infection



infectious



infectious disease





disease, contagious disease
infectious hepatitis /nfekʃəs hepə
tats/ noun hepatitis A, transmitted by a carrier through food or drink. Also called infective hepatitis
infectious mononucleosis /nfekʃəs
mɒnəυnju kli əυss/ noun an infectious disinfectious hepatitis





infectious mononucleosis







ease where the body has an excessive number
of white blood cells. Also called glandular fever

infectious parotitis /nfekʃəs prə
tats/ noun same as mumps
infectious virus hepatitis /nfekʃəs
varəs hepətats/ noun hepatitis transmitted by a carrier through food or drink
infective /n fektv/ adjective referring to a
disease caused by a microorganism, which can
be caught from another person but which may
not always be directly transmitted
infective enteritis /nfektv entə rats/
noun enteritis caused by bacteria
infective hepatitis /nfektv hepə tats/
noun same as infectious hepatitis
infectious parotitis





infectious virus hepatitis



infective



infective enteritis





infective hepatitis
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infectivity /nfek tvti/ noun the fact of being infective 쑗 The patient’s infectivity can
last about a week.
inferior /n fəriə/ adjective referring to a
lower part of the body. Opposite superior
inferior aspect /nfəriər spekt/ noun a
view of the body from below
inferiority /nfəri ɒrti/ noun the fact of being lower in value or quality, substandard. Opposite superiority
inferiority complex /nfəri ɒrti kɒmpleks/
noun a mental disorder arising from a combination of wanting to be noticed and fear of humiliation. The resulting behaviour may either
be aggression or withdrawal from the external
world.
inferior mesenteric artery /nfəriə
mesenterk ɑ təri/ noun one of the arteries
which supply the transverse colon and rectum
inferior vena cava /nfəriə vi nə kɑ və/
noun the main vein carrying blood from the
lower part of the body to the heart. See illustration at HEART in Supplement, KIDNEY in Supplement
infertile /n f! tal/ adjective not fertile, not
able to reproduce
infertility /nfə tlti/ noun the fact of not being fertile, not able to reproduce
infest /n fest/ verb (of parasites) to be
present somewhere in large numbers 쑗 The
child’s hair was infested with lice.
infestation /nfe steʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact of
having large numbers of parasites, or an invasion of the body by parasites 쑗 The condition
is caused by infestation of the hair with lice.
infiltrate / nfltret/ verb (of liquid or waste)
to pass from one part of the body to another
through a wall or membrane and be deposited
in the other part 쐽 noun a substance which has
infiltrated a part of the body
infectivity
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‘…the chest roentgenogram often discloses interstitial pulmonary infiltrates, but may occasionally be
normal’ [Southern Medical Journal]
infiltration /nfl treʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
infiltration





process where a liquid passes through the
walls of one part of the body into another part
2. a condition in which waste is brought to and
deposited around cells
‘…the lacrimal and salivary glands become infiltrated with lymphocytes and plasma cells. The infiltration reduces lacrimal and salivary secretions which
in turn leads to dry eyes and dry mouth’
[American Journal of Nursing]
infirm /n f! m / adjective old and weak
infirmary /n f! məri/ noun 1. a room in a
infirm



infirmary



school or workplace where people can go if
they are ill 2. a former name for a hospital
(NOTE: Infirmary is still used in the names of
some hospitals: the Glasgow Royal Infirmary.)
infirmity /n f! mti/ noun a lack of strength
and energy because of illness or age (formal )
infirmity



inflame /n flem/ verb to make an organ or a
tissue react to an infection, an irritation or a
blow by becoming sore, red and swollen
inflamed /n flemd/ adjective sore, red and
swollen 쑗 The skin has become inflamed
around the sore.
inflammation /nflə meʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of having become sore, red and swollen as
a reaction to an infection, an irritation or a
blow 쑗 She has an inflammation of the bladder or a bladder inflammation. 쑗 The body’s
reaction to infection took the form of an inflammation of the eyelid.
inflammatory /n flmət(ə)ri/ adjective
causing an organ or a tissue to become sore,
red and swollen
inflammatory
bowel
disease /n
flmət(ə)ri baυəl dzi z/ noun any condition, e.g. Crohn’s disease, colitis or ileitis, in
which the bowel becomes inflamed
inflammatory response /nflmət(ə)ri r
spɒns/,
inflammatory
reaction
/n
flmət(ə)ri r kʃən/ noun any condition
where an organ or a tissue reacts to an external
stimulus by becoming inflamed 쑗 She showed
an inflammatory response to the ointment.
inflate /n flet/ verb to fill something with
air, or be filled with air 쑗 The abdomen is inflated with air before a coelioscopy. 쑗 In valvuloplasty, a balloon is introduced into the
valve and inflated.
influenza /nflu enzə/ noun an infectious
disease of the upper respiratory tract with fever
and muscular aches, which is transmitted by a
virus and can occur in epidemics. Also called
inflame



inflamed



inflammation





inflammatory



inflammatory bowel disease





inflammatory response









inflate



influenza





flu
COMMENT: The influenza virus is spread by
droplets of moisture in the air, so the disease
can be spread by coughing or sneezing. Influenza can be quite mild, but virulent strains occur from time to time, such as Spanish influenza or Hong Kong flu, and can weaken the person so much that he or she becomes
susceptible to pneumonia and other more serious infections.
informal patient /nfɔ m(ə)l peʃ(ə)nt/
informal patient



noun a patient who has admitted himself or

herself to a hospital, without being referred by
a doctor
information /nfə meʃ(ə)n/ noun facts
about something 쑗 Have you any information
about the treatment of sunburn? 쑗 The police
won’t give us any information about how the
accident happened. 쑗 You haven’t given me
enough information about when your symptoms started. 쑗 That’s a very useful piece or bit
of information. (NOTE: No plural: some inforinformation





mation; a piece of information.)
informed /n fɔ md/ adjective having the latinformed



est information
informed consent /nfɔ md kən sent/
noun an agreement to allow a procedure to be
carried out, given by a patient, or the guardian
informed consent
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of a patient, who has been provided with all the
necessary information
infra- / nfrə/ prefix below
infracostal /nfrə kɒst(ə)l/ adjective lying
below the ribs
infraorbital nerve /nfrəɔ bt(ə)l n! v/
noun a continuation of the maxillary nerve below the orbit of the eye
infraorbital vein /nfrəɔ bt(ə)l ven/
noun a vessel draining the face through the infraorbital canal to the pterygoid plexus
infrared /nfrə red/ adjective relating to infrared radiation 쐽 noun invisible electromagnetic radiation between light and radio waves
infrared radiation /nfrəred redi
eʃ(ə)n/ noun same as infrared rays
infrared rays /nfrəred rez/ plural noun
long invisible rays, below the visible red end
of the colour spectrum, used to produce heat in
body tissues in the treatment of traumatic and
inflammatory conditions. 쒁 light therapy
infundibulum /nf"n dbjυləm/ noun any
part of the body shaped like a funnel, especially the stem which attaches the pituitary gland
to the hypothalamus
infuse /n fju z/ verb to introduce a solution
such as saline, sucrose or glucose using a drip
into a vein, body cavity or the intestinal tract in
order to treat or feed someone
infusion /n fju (ə)n/ noun 1. a drink made
by pouring boiling water on a dry substance
such as herb tea or a powdered drug 2. the
process of putting of liquid into someone’s
body, using a drip
ingesta /n destə/ plural noun food or liquid
that enters the body via the mouth
ingestion /n destʃən/ noun 1. the act of
taking in food, drink or medicine by the mouth
2. the process by which a foreign body such as
a bacillus is surrounded by a cell
ingredient /n &ri diənt/ noun a substance
which is used with others to make something
ingrowing toenail /n&rəυŋ təυnel/, ingrowing nail /n&rəυŋ nel/, ingrown toenail /n&rəυn təυnel/ noun a toenail which
is growing into the skin at the side of the nail,
causing pain and swelling. The toenail cuts
into the tissue on either side of it, creating inflammation and sometimes sepsis and ulceration.
inguinal / ŋ&wn(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the groin
inguinal canal /ŋ&wn(ə)l kə nl/ noun a
passage in the lower abdominal wall, carrying
the spermatic cord in the male and the round
ligament of the uterus in the female
inguinale /ŋ&w neli/ 쏡 granuloma ininfra-
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inguinal canal





inguinale





inhibitory nerve

inguinal ligament /ŋ&wn(ə)l l&əmənt/
noun a ligament in the groin, running from the
spine to the pubis. Also called Poupart’s ligainguinal ligament



ment

inguinal region /ŋ&wn(ə)l ri dən/ noun
the part of the body where the lower abdomen
joins the top of the thigh. 쒁 groin
INH abbr isoniazid
inhalant /n helənt/ noun a medicinal substance which is breathed in
inhalation /nhə leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act of
breathing in. Opposite exhalation 2. the action
of breathing in a medicinal substance as part of
a treatment
inhale /n hel/ verb 1. to breathe in, or
breathe something in 쑗 She inhaled some toxic
gas fumes and was rushed to hospital. 2. to
breathe in a medicinal substance as part of a
treatment. Opposite exhale
inhaler /n helə/ noun a small device for administering medicinal substances into the
mouth or nose so that they can be breathed in
inherent /n hərənt/ adjective referring to a
thing which is part of the essential character of
a person or a permanent characteristic of an organism
inherit /n hert/ verb to receive genetically
controlled characteristics from a parent 쑗 She
inherited her father’s red hair. 쑗 Haemophilia
is a condition which is inherited through the
mother’s genes.
inheritance /n hert(ə)ns/ noun 1. the process by which genetically controlled characteristics pass from parents to offspring 쑗 the inheritance of chronic inflammatory bowel disease 2. all of the qualities and characteristics
which are passed down from parents 쑗 an unfortunate part of our genetic inheritance
inherited /n hertd/ adjective passed on
from a parent through the genes 쑗 an inherited
disorder of the lungs
inhibit /n hbt/ verb to prevent an action
happening, or stop a functional process 쑗 Aspirin inhibits the clotting of blood. 왍 to have
an inhibiting effect on something to block
something, to stop something happening
inhibition /nh bʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the action
of blocking or preventing something happening, especially of preventing a muscle or organ
from functioning properly 2. (in psychology)
the suppression of a thought which is associated with a sense of guilt 3. (in psychology) the
blocking of a spontaneous action by some
mental influence
inhibitor /n hbtə/ noun a substance which
inhibits
inhibitory nerve /n hbtəri n! v/ noun a
nerve which stops a function taking place 쑗
The vagus nerve is an inhibitory nerve which
slows down the action of the heart.
inguinal region
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inhibitory nerve

guinale

inguinal hernia /ŋ&wn(ə)l h! niə/ noun
a hernia where the intestine bulges through the
muscles in the groin
inguinal hernia
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inion / niən/ noun a part of the occipital bone
that can be felt as a slight lump at the back of
the skull just above the neck
inject /n dekt/ verb to put a liquid into
someone’s body under pressure, by using a
hollow needle inserted into the tissues 쑗 He
was injected with morphine. 쑗 She injected
herself with a drug.
injected /n dektd/ adjective 1. referring to
a liquid or substance introduced into the body
2. referring to surface blood vessels which are
swollen
injection /n dekʃən/ noun 1. the act of injecting a liquid into the body 쑗 He had a penicillin injection. 2. a liquid introduced into the
body
injure / ndə/ verb to hurt someone or a part
of the body 쑗 Six people were injured in the
accident.
injured / ndəd/ adjective referring to someone who has been hurt 쐽 plural noun 왍 the injured people who have been injured 쑗 All the
injured were taken to the nearest hospital.
injury / ndəri/ noun damage or a wound
caused to a person’s body 쑗 His injuries required hospital treatment. 쑗 He received severe facial injuries in the accident.
injury scoring system /ndəri skɔ rŋ
sstəm/ noun any system used for deciding
how severe an injury is 쑗 a standard lung injury scoring system Abbr ISS
inlay / nle/ noun (in dentistry) a type of filling for teeth
inlet / nlet/ noun a passage or opening
through which a cavity can be entered
INN abbr international nonproprietary name
innards / nədz/ plural noun the internal organs of the body, especially the intestines
innate / net/ adjective inherited, which is
present in a body from birth
inner / nə/ adjective referring to a part which
is inside
inner ear /nər ə/ noun the part of the ear
inside the head, behind the eardrum, containing the semicircular canals, the vestibule and
the cochlea
inner pleura /nə plυərə/ noun same as visinion



inject
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inner pleura



ceral pleura
innervate / n! vet/ verb to cause a muscle,
innervate



organ or other part of the body to act
innervation /n! veʃ(ə)n/ noun the nerve
supply to an organ, including both motor
nerves and sensory nerves
innocent / nəs(ə)nt/ adjective referring to a
growth which is benign, not malignant
innominate / nɒmnət/ adjective with no
name
innominate artery /nɒmnət ɑ təri/ noun
the largest branch of the arch of the aorta,
which continues as the right common carotid
and right subclavian arteries
innervation





innocent



innominate



innominate artery



innominate bone /nɒmnət bəυn/ noun
same as hip bone
innominate vein /nɒmnət ven/ noun
same as brachiocephalic vein
inoculant / nɒkjυlənt/ noun same as inocuinnominate bone



innominate vein



inoculant



lum

inoculate / nɒkjυlet/ verb to introduce
vaccine into a person’s body in order to make
the body create its own antibodies, so making
the person immune to the disease 쑗 The baby
was inoculated against diphtheria. (NOTE: You
inoculate



inoculate someone with or against a disease.)

inoculation /nɒkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of inoculating someone 쑗 Has the baby
had a diphtheria inoculation?
inoculum / nɒkjυləm/ noun a substance
used for inoculation, e.g. a vaccine (NOTE: The
inoculation





inoculum



plural is inocula.)
inoperable /n ɒpər(ə)b(ə)l/ adjective referinoperable



ring to a condition which cannot be operated
on 쑗 The surgeon decided that the cancer was
inoperable.
inorganic /nɔ &nk/ adjective referring to
a substance which is not made from animal or
vegetable sources
inorganic acid /nɔ &nk sd/ noun an
acid which comes from minerals, used in dilute form to help indigestion
inotropic /nəυ trɒpk/ adjective affecting
the way muscles contract, especially those of
the heart
inpatient / npeʃ(ə)nt/ noun someone who
stays overnight or for some time in a hospital
for treatment or observation. Compare outpainorganic





inorganic acid



inotropic





inpatient





tient

inquest / ŋkwest/ noun an inquiry by a coroner into the cause of a death
inquest



COMMENT: An inquest has to take place where
death is violent or not expected, where death
could be murder or where a prisoner dies and
when police are involved.
insane /n sen/ adjective mentally unwell
(dated, informal )
insanitary /n snt(ə)ri/ adjective not hygienic 쑗 Cholera spread rapidly because of the
insane



insanitary



insanitary conditions in the town.
insect / nsekt/ noun a small animal with six
legs and a body in three parts
insect bite / nsekt bat/ noun a sting caused
by an insect which punctures the skin to suck
blood, and in so doing introduces irritants
insect



insect bite



COMMENT: Most insect bites are simply irritating. Others can be more serious, as insects
can carry the organisms which produce typhus, sleeping sickness, malaria, filariasis
and many other diseases.
insecticide /n sektsad/ noun a substance
insecticide



which kills insects
insemination /nsem neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
introduction of sperm into the vagina
insensible /n sensb(ə)l/ adjective 1. lacking feeling or consciousness 2. not aware of or
insemination



insensible
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responding to a stimulus 3. too slight to be perceived by the senses
insert /n s! t/ verb to put something into
something 쑗 The catheter is inserted into the
passage.
insertion /n s! ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the point of
attachment of a muscle to a bone 2. the point
where an organ is attached to its support 3. a
change in the structure of a chromosome,
where a segment of the chromosome is introduced into another member of the complement
insides /n sadz/ plural noun internal organs,
especially the stomach and intestines
(informal ) 쑗 He says he has a pain in his insides. 쑗 You ought to see the doctor if you
think there is something wrong with your insides.
insidious /n sdiəs/ adjective causing harm
without showing any obvious signs
insidious disease /nsdiəs d zi z/ noun a
disease which causes damage before being detected
insight / nsat/ noun the ability of a person
to realise that he or she is ill or has particular
problems or characteristics
insipidus /n spdəs/ 쏡 diabetes insipidus
in situ /n stju / adverb in place
insoluble /n sɒljυb(ə)l/ adjective not able to
be dissolved in liquid
insoluble fibre /nsɒljυb(ə)l fabə/ noun
the fibre in bread and cereals, which is not digested but which swells inside the intestine
insomnia /n sɒmniə/ noun the inability to
sleep 쑗 She experiences insomnia. 쑗 What
does the doctor give you for your insomnia?
Also called sleeplessness
insomniac /n sɒmnik/ noun a person who
has insomnia
inspiration /nsp reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
taking air into the lungs. Opposite expiration
insert



insertion



insides



insidious



insidious disease





insight



insipidus



in situ



insoluble



insoluble fibre



insomnia



insomniac



inspiration





COMMENT: Inspiration takes place when the
muscles of the diaphragm contract, allowing
the lungs to expand.
inspiratory /n sparət(ə)ri/ adjective referinspiratory



ring to breathing in
inspire /n spaə/ verb to inhale air or a gas
into the lungs
inspissated /n spsetd/ adjective referring to a liquid which is thickened by removing water from it
inspissation /nsp seʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of removing water from a solution to make it
thicker
instep / nstep/ noun an arched top part of the
foot
instil /n stl/, instill verb to put a liquid in
something drop by drop 쑗 Instil four drops in
each nostril twice a day.
instillation /nst leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process of putting a liquid in drop by drop 2. a liquid put in drop by drop
inspire



inspissated



inspissation





instep



instil



instillation





insulin

instinct / nstŋkt/ noun a tendency or ability
which the body has from birth and does not
need to learn 쑗 The body has a natural instinct
to protect itself from danger.
instinctive /n stŋktv/ adjective automatic
or unconscious rather than planned 쑗 an instinctive reaction
institution /nst tju ʃ(ə)n/ noun a place
where people are cared for, e.g. a hospital or
clinic, especially a psychiatric hospital or children’s home
institutionalisation /nsttju ʃ(ə)nəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, institutionalization, institutional
neurosis /nsttju ʃən(ə)l njυ rəυss/ noun
a condition in which someone has become so
adapted to life in an institution that it is impossible for him or her to live outside it
institutionalise /nst tju ʃ(ə)nəlaz/, institutionalize verb to put someone into an institution
instructions /n str"kʃənz/ plural noun spoken or written information which explains how
something is used or how to do something 쑗
She gave the taxi driver instructions on how to
get to the hospital. 쑗 The instructions are written on the medicine bottle. 쑗 We can’t use this
machine because we have lost the book of instructions.
instrument / nstrυmənt/ noun a piece of
equipment or a tool 쑗 The doctor had a box of
surgical instruments.
instrumental /nstrυ ment(ə)l/ adjective 왍
instrumental in helping to do something 쑗
She was instrumental in developing the new
technique.
instrumental delivery /nstrυment(ə)l d
lv(ə)ri/ noun childbirth where the doctor uses
forceps to help the baby out of the mother’s
uterus
insufficiency /nsə fʃ(ə)nsi/ noun 1. the
fact of not being strong or large enough to perform usual functions 쑗 The patient is suffering
from a renal insufficiency. 2. the incompetence
of an organ
insufflate / nsəflet/ verb to blow gas, vapour or powder into the lungs or another body
cavity as a treatment
insufflation /nsə fleʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
blowing gas, vapour or powder into the lungs
or another body cavity as a treatment
insula / nsjυlə/ noun part of the cerebral cortex which is covered by the folds of the sulcus
insulin / nsjυln/ noun a hormone produced
by the islets of Langerhans in the pancreas
instinct



instinctive



institution





institutionalisation











institutionalise





instructions



instrument



instrumental





instrumental delivery



insufficiency





insufflate



insufflation





insula



insulin



COMMENT: Insulin controls the way in which
the body converts sugar into energy and regulates the level of sugar in the blood. A lack of
insulin caused by diabetes mellitus makes the
level of glucose in the blood rise. Insulin injections are regularly used to treat diabetes mellitus, but care has to be taken not to exceed
the dose as this will cause hyperinsulinism
and hypoglycaemia.



Medicine.fm Page 200 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

insulinase

200

insulinase / nsjυlnez/ noun an enzyme
which breaks down insulin
insulin
dependence /nsjυln d
pendəns/ noun the fact of being dependent on
insulin injections
insulin-dependent diabetes /nsjυln d
pendənt daə bi tiz/ noun same as Type I diinsulinase



insulin dependence





insulin-dependent diabetes







abetes mellitus

insulinoma /nsjυl nəυmə/ noun a tumour
in the islets of Langerhans
insulin-resistant /nsjυln r zst(ə)nt/
adjective referring to a condition in which the
muscle and other tissue cells respond inadequately to insulin, as in Type II diabetes
insulin shock / nsjυln ʃɒk/ noun a serious drop in blood sugar, caused by too much
insulin accompanied by sweating, dizziness,
trembling and eventually coma
insuloma /nsjυ ləυmə/ noun same as ininsulinoma





insulin-resistant





insulin shock



insuloma





sulinoma
insult / ns"lt/ noun 1. a physical injury or
trauma 2. something that causes a physical ininsult



jury or trauma
intact /n tkt/ adjective having all body
parts present and undamaged
intake / ntek/ noun 1. the amount of a substance taken in 쑗 a high intake of alcohol 쑗
She was advised to reduce her intake of sugar.
2. the process of taking in a substance
Intal / intl/ a trade name for a preparation of
cromolyn sodium
integrated service /nt&retd s! vs/
noun a broad care service provided by health
and social agencies acting together
integrative
medicine
/nt&retv
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the combination of mainstream therapies and those complementary or
alternative therapies for which there is scientific evidence of efficacy and safety
integument /n te&jυmənt/ noun a covering
layer, e.g. the skin
intellect / ntlekt/ noun a person’s ability to
think, reason and understand
intelligence /n teldəns/ noun the ability
to learn and understand quickly
intelligence
quotient
/n teldəns
kwəυʃ(ə)nt/ noun the ratio of the mental age,
as given by an intelligence test, to the chronological age of the person. Abbr IQ
intense /n tens/ adjective referring to a very
strong pain 쑗 She is suffering from intense post
herpetic neuralgia.
intensity /n tensti/ noun the strength of
e.g. pain
intensive care /ntensv keə/ noun 1. the
continual supervision and treatment of an extremely ill person in a special section of a hospital 쑗 The patient was put in intensive care. 쒁
residential care 2. same as intensive care unit
intensive care unit /ntensv keə ju nt/
noun a section of a hospital equipped with lifeintact



intake



Intal



integrated service



integrative medicine



integument



intellect



intelligence



intelligence quotient



intense



intensity



intensive care



intensive care unit



saving and life-support equipment in which
seriously ill people who need constant medical
attention are cared for. Abbr ICU
intention /n tenʃən/ noun a plan to do
something
intention tremor /n tenʃən tremə/ noun a
trembling of the hands seen when people suffering from particular brain diseases make voluntary movements to try to touch something
inter- /ntə/ prefix between
interaction /ntər kʃən/ noun an effect
which two or more substances such as drugs
have on each other
interatrial septum /ntər etriəl septəm/
noun a membrane between the right and left
atria in the heart
intercalated /n t! kəletd/ adjective inserted between other tissues
intercalated disc /nt! kəletd dsk/
noun closely applied cell membranes at the
end of adjacent cells in cardiac muscle, seen as
transverse lines
intercellular /ntə seljυlə/ adjective between the cells in tissue
intercostal /ntə kɒst(ə)l/ adjective between the ribs 쐽 noun same as intercostal
intention



intention tremor



inter-

interaction





interatrial septum





intercalated



intercalated disc



intercellular





intercostal





muscle

intercostal muscle /ntəkɒst(ə)l m"s(ə)l/
noun one of the muscles between the ribs
intercostal muscle



COMMENT: The intercostal muscles expand
and contract the thorax, so changing the pressure in the thorax and making the person
breathe in or out. There are three layers of intercostal muscle: external, internal and innermost or intercostalis intimis.
intercourse / ntəkɔ s/ noun same as sexual
intercourse
intercurrent disease /ntək"rənt d zi z/,
intercurrent infection /ntək"rənt n fekʃən/
intercourse



intercurrent disease









noun a disease or infection which affects
someone who has another disease
interdigital /ntə ddt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the space between the fingers or toes
interdisciplinary /ntə ds plnəri/ adjective combining two or more different areas of
medical or scientific study
interferon /ntə fərɒn/ noun a protein produced by cells, usually in response to a virus,
and which then reduces the spread of viruses
interdigital





interdisciplinary







interferon





COMMENT: Although it is now possible to synthesise interferon outside the body, largescale production is extremely expensive and
the substance has not proved as successful at
combating viruses as had been hoped,
though it is used in multiple sclerosis with
some success.
interior /n təriə/ noun a part which is inside
쐽 adjective inside
interleukin /ntə lu kn/ noun a protein prointerior



interleukin





duced by the body’s immune system
interleukin-1 /ntəlu kn w"n/ noun a protein which causes high temperature. Abbr IL-1
interleukin-1
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interleukin-2 /ntəlu kn tu / noun a protein which stimulates T-cell production, used
in the treatment of cancer. Abbr IL-2
interlobar /ntə ləυbə/ adjective between
lobes
interlobar artery /ntələυbər ɑ təri/ noun
an artery running towards the cortex on each
side of a renal pyramid
interlobular /ntə lɒbjυlə/ adjective between lobules
interlobular artery /ntə lɒbjυlə ɑ təri/
noun one of the arteries running to the glomeruli of the kidneys
intermediate care /ntəmi diət keə/ noun
care following surgery or illness that can be
delivered in special units attached to a hospital
or in the person’s home by a special multidisciplinary team
intermedius /ntə mi diəs/ 쏡 vastus interinterleukin-2



interlobar





interlobar artery



interlobular



interlobular artery



intermediate care



intermedius





medius

intermenstrual /ntə menstruəl/ adjective
between the menstrual periods
intermittent /ntə mt(ə)nt/ adjective occurring at intervals
intermittent claudication /ntəmt(ə)nt
klɔ d keʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition of the arteries causing severe pain in the legs which
makes the person limp after having walked a
short distance (NOTE: The symptoms increase
intermenstrual





intermittent





intermittent claudication





with walking, stop after a short rest and recur
when the person walks again.)
intermittent fever /ntəmt(ə)nt fi və/
noun fever which rises and falls regularly, as in
intermittent fever



malaria
intermittent
self-catheterisation
/
ntəmt(ə)nt self kθitəra zeʃ(ə)n/ noun
a procedure in which someone puts a catheter
through the urethra into their own bladder
from time to time to empty out the urine. Abbr
intermittent self-catheterisation





International Council of Nurses

the heart start beating again by pressing on the
heart itself
internal carotid /nt! n(ə)l k rɒtd/ noun
an artery in the neck, behind the external carotid, which gives off the ophthalmic artery and
ends by dividing into the anterior and middle
cerebral arteries
internal derangement of the knee /n
t! n(ə)l d renmənt əv ðə ni / noun a
condition in which the knee cannot function
properly because of a torn meniscus. Abbr IDK
internal ear /nt! n(ə)l ə/ noun the part of
the ear inside the head, behind the eardrum,
containing the semicircular canals, the vestibule and the cochlea
internal
haemorrhage
/nt! n(ə)l
hem(ə)rd/ noun a haemorrhage which takes
place inside the body
internal
haemorrhoids
/nt! n(ə)l
hemərɔdz/ plural noun swollen veins inside
the anus
internal iliac artery /nt! n(ə)l lik ɑ təri/
noun an artery which branches from the aorta
in the abdomen and leads to the pelvis
internal injury /nt! n(ə)l ndəri/ noun
damage to one of the internal organs
internal jugular /nt! n(ə)l d"&jυlə/
noun the largest jugular vein in the neck, leading to the brachiocephalic veins
internally /n t! n(ə)l/ adverb inside the
body 쑗 He was bleeding internally.
internal
medicine
/nt! n(ə)l
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun US the treatment of diseases of the internal organs by specialists
internal nares /nt! n(ə)l neəri z/ plural
noun the two openings shaped like funnels
leading from the nasal cavity to the pharynx.
Also called posterior nares
internal oblique /nt! n(ə)l ə bli k/ noun
the middle layer of muscle covering the abdomen, beneath the external oblique
internal organ /nt! n(ə)l ɔ &ən/ noun an
organ situated inside the body
internal respiration /nt! n(ə)l resp re*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the part of respiration concerned
with the passage of oxygen from the blood to
the tissues, and the passage of carbon dioxide
from the tissues to the blood
International Committee of the Red
Cross /ntənʃ(ə)n(ə)l kə mti əv ðə red
krɒs/ noun an international organisation
which provides mainly emergency medical
help, but also relief to victims of earthquakes,
floods and other disasters, or to prisoners of
war. Abbr ICRC
International Council of Nurses /
ntənʃ(ə)n(ə)l kaυnsəl əv n! sz/ noun
an organisation founded in 1899 which now
represents nurses in more than 120 countries.
Its aims are to bring nurses together, to adinternal carotid





internal derangement of the knee





internal ear



internal haemorrhage



internal haemorrhoids



internal iliac artery



internal injury



internal jugular



internally



internal medicine



internal nares



internal oblique



ISC

intern / nt! n/ noun US a medical graduate
who is working in a hospital before being licensed to practise medicine. 쒁 house officer
interna /n t! nə/ 쏡 otitis interna
internal /n t! n(ə)l/ adjective inside the
body or a body part. Opposite external 왍 the
drug is for internal use only it should not be
used on the outside of the body
internal auditory meatus /nt! n(ə)l
ɔ dt(ə)ri mi etəs/ noun a channel which
takes the auditory nerve through the temporal
bone
internal bleeding /nt! n(ə)l bli dŋ/
noun loss of blood inside the body, e.g. from a
wound in the intestine
internal capsule /nt! n(ə)l kpsju l/
noun a bundle of fibres linking the cerebral
cortex and other parts of the brain
internal cardiac massage /nt! n(ə)l
kɑ dik msɑ / noun a method of making
intern



interna



internal



internal auditory meatus





internal bleeding



internal capsule



internal cardiac massage





internal organ



internal respiration





International Committee of the Red Cross





International Council of Nurses
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vance nursing worldwide and to influence
health policies. Abbr ICN
international nonproprietary name /
ntənʃ(ə)nəl nɒnprəpraət(ə)ri nem/
noun each of 8,000 names selected by the
World Health Organization that are the legally
required generic names for pharmaceutical
product labelling for most countries in the
world, including all EU countries. Abbr INN
international unit /ntənʃ(ə)nəl junt/
noun an internationally agreed standard used
in pharmacy as a measure of a substance such
as a drug or hormone. Abbr IU
interneurone /ntə njurəυn/ noun a neurone with short processes which is a link between two other neurones in sensory or motor
pathways
internist /ntnst/ noun a specialist who
treats diseases of the internal organs by nonsurgical means
internodal /ntənəυd(ə)l/ adjective between two nodes
internuncial
neurone /ntənnʃ(ə)l
njurəυn/ noun a neurone which links two
other nerve cells
internus /ntnəs/ noun medial rectus muscle in the orbit of the eye
interoceptor /ntərəυseptə/ noun a nerve
cell which reacts to a change taking place inside the body
interosseous /ntərɒsiəs/ adjective between bones
interparietal /ntəpəraət(ə)l/ adjective between parietal parts, especially between the
parietal bones 쐽 noun same as interparietal
international unit



international unit



interneurone





internist



internodal





internuncial neurone



internus



interoceptor





interosseous





interparietal





bone

interstice /ntsts/ noun a small space between body parts or within a tissue
interstitial /ntəstʃ(ə)l/ adjective referring
to tissue located in the spaces between parts of
something, especially between the active tissues in an organ
interstitial cell /ntəstʃ(ə)l sel/ noun a
testosterone-producing cell between the tubules in the testes. Also called Leydig cell
interstitial cell stimulating hormone /
ntəstʃ(ə)l sel stmjυletŋ hɔməυn/
noun a hormone produced by the pituitary
gland which stimulates the formation of corpus luteum in females and testosterone in
males. Abbr ICSH. Also called luteinising horinterstice



interstitial





interstitial cell





interstitial cell stimulating hormone





mone

interstitial cystitis /ntəstʃ(ə)l sstats/
noun a persistent nonbacterial condition in
which someone has bladder pain and wants to
pass urine frequently. It is often associated
with Hunner’s ulcer.
intertrigo /ntətra#əυ/ noun an irritation
which occurs when two skin surfaces rub
against each other, as in the armpit or between
the buttocks
intertubercular plane /ntətjυbkjυlə
plen/ noun same as transtubercular plane
intervention /ntəvenʃən/ noun a treatment
interventional radiology /ntəvenʃən(ə)l
rediɒlədi/ noun the area of medicine which
uses X-rays, ultrasound and computer-assisted
tomography to guide small instruments into
the body for procedures such as biopsies,
draining fluids or widening narrow vessels
interventricular /ntəventrkjυlə/ adjective between ventricles in the heart or brain
interventricular
foramen
/ntəven
trkjυlə fəremən/ noun an opening in the
brain between the lateral ventricle and the
third ventricle, through which the cerebrospinal fluid passes
interventricular
septum
/ntəven
trkjυlə septəm/ noun a membrane between
the right and left ventricles in the heart
intervertebral /ntəvtbr(ə)l/ adjective
between vertebrae
intervertebral disc /ntə vtbrəl dsk/
noun a round plate of cartilage which separates
two vertebrae in the spinal column. See illustration at CARTILAGINOUS JOINT in Supplement.
Also called vertebral disc
intervertebral foramen /ntə vtbrəl fə
remən/ noun a space between two vertebrae
intestinal /ntestn(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the intestine
intestinal anastomosis /ntestn(ə)l ə
nstəməυss/ noun a surgical operation to
join one part of the intestine to another, after a
section has been removed
interstitial cystitis





intertrigo





intertubercular plane





intervention





interventional radiology





interventricular



interparietal
bone /ntəpəraət(ə)l
bəυn/ noun a triangular bone in the back of
the skull, rarely present in humans
interpeduncular
cistern
/ntəpə
dŋkjυlər sstən/ noun subarachnoid space
between the two cerebral hemispheres beneath
the midbrain and the hypothalamus
interphalangeal joint /ntəfəlndiəl
dɔnt/ noun a joint between the phalanges.
Also called IP joint
interphase /ntəfez/ noun a stage of a cell
between divisions
interpubic joint /ntəpjubk dɔnt/
noun a piece of cartilage which joins the two
sections of the pubic bone. Also called pubic
interparietal bone





interpeduncular cistern





interphalangeal joint





interphase



interpubic joint



symphysis

interruptus /ntə rptəs/ 쏡 coitus interrupinterruptus





tus

intersex /ntəseks/ noun an organism that
has both male and female characteristics
intersexuality /ntəsekʃulti/ noun a
condition in which a baby has both male and
female characteristics, as in Klinefelter’s syndrome and Turner’s syndrome
intersex



intersexuality







interventricular foramen











interventricular septum

intervertebral





intervertebral disc





intervertebral foramen







intestinal



intestinal anastomosis
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intestinal flora /ntestn(ə)l flɔrə/ plural
noun beneficial bacteria which are always
present in the intestine
intestinal glands /n testn(ə)l lndz/
plural noun tubular glands found in the mucous
membrane of the small and large intestine, especially those between the bases of the villi in
the small intestine. Also called Lieberkühn’s
intestinal flora



intestinal glands



glands, crypts of Lieberkühn
intestinal infection /n testn(ə)l n
fekʃ(ə)n/ noun an infection in the intestines
intestinal juice /n testn(ə)l dus/ noun
intestinal infection





intestinal juice



alkaline liquid secreted by the small intestine
which helps to digest food
intestinal obstruction /ntestn(ə)l əb
strkʃən/ noun a blocking of the intestine
intestinal villi /ntestn(ə)l vla/ plural
noun projections on the walls of the intestine
which help in the digestion of food
intestinal wall /ntestn(ə)l wɔl/ noun the
layers of tissue which form the intestine
intestine /n testn/ noun the part of the digestive system between the stomach and the
anus that digests and absorbs food. 쒁 large inintestinal obstruction





intestinal villi



intestinal wall



intestine



testine, small intestine (NOTE: For other terms
referring to the intestines, see words beginning
with entero-.)
intima / ntmə/ 쏡 tunica intima
intolerance /n tɒlərəns/ noun the fact of
intima



intolerance



being unable to endure something such as pain
or to take a medicine without an adverse reaction 쑗 He developed an intolerance to penicillin.
intoxicant /n tɒkskənt/ noun a substance
which induces a state of intoxication or poisoning, e.g. an alcoholic drink
intoxicate /n tɒksket/ verb to make someone incapable of controlling his or her actions,
because of the influence of alcohol on the
nervous system 쑗 He drank six glasses of
whisky and became completely intoxicated.
intoxication /ntɒks keʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition which results from the absorption and
diffusion in the body of a substance such as alcohol 쑗 She was driving in a state of intoxication.
intra- /ntrə/ prefix inside
intra-abdominal /ntrə b dɒmn(ə)l/ adjective inside the abdomen
intra-articular /ntrə ɑ tkjυlə/ adjective
inside a joint
intracellular /ntrə seljυlə/ adjective inside
a cell
intracerebral
haematoma
/ntrə
serəbrəl himə təυmə/ noun a blood clot inside a cerebral hemisphere
intracranial /ntrə kreniəl/ adjective inside
the skull
intracranial pressure /ntrəkreniəl
preʃə/ noun the pressure of the subarachnoiintoxicant



intoxicate



intoxication





intra-

intra-abdominal





intra-articular





intracellular





intracerebral haematoma





intracranial





intracranial pressure





intrauterine

dal fluid, which fills the space between the
skull and the brain. Abbr ICP
intractable /n trktəb(ə)l/ adjective not
able to be controlled 쑗 an operation to relieve
intractable pain
intracutaneous /ntrəkju teniəs/ adjective inside layers of skin tissue
intracutaneous injection /ntrəkju
teniəs n dekʃən / noun an injection of a
liquid between the layers of skin, as for a test
for an allergy
intradermal /ntrə d%m(ə)l/ adjective within or introduced between the layers of the skin
intradermal test /ntrə d%m(ə)l test/ noun
a test requiring an injection into the thickness
of the skin, e.g. a Mantoux test or an allergy
test
intradermic /ntrə d%mk/ adjective same
as intradermal
intradural /ntrə djυərəl/ adjective inside
the dura mater
intramedullary /ntrəme dləri/ adjective
inside the bone marrow or spinal cord
intramural /ntrə mjυərəl/ adjective inside
the wall of an organ
intramuscular /ntrə mskjυlə/ adjective
inside a muscle
intramuscular injection /ntrə mskjυlə
n dekʃən/ noun an injection of liquid into a
muscle, e.g. for a slow release of a drug
intranasal /ntrə nez(ə)l/ adjective inside
or into the nose
intraocular /ntrə ɒkjυlə/ adjective inside
the eye
intraocular lens /ntrəɒkjυlə lenz/ noun
an artificial lens implanted inside the eye.
Abbr IOL
intraocular
pressure
/ntrə ɒkjυlə
preʃə/ noun the pressure inside the eyeball
intractable



intracutaneous





intracutaneous injection







intradermal





intradermal test



intradermic





intradural





intramedullary





intramural





intramuscular





intramuscular injection







intranasal





intraocular





intraocular lens





intraocular pressure





(NOTE: If the pressure is too high, it causes glaucoma.)
intraoperative ultrasound noun high-resolution imaging used in surgery. Abbr IOUS
intraorbital /ntrə ɔbt(ə)l/ adjective withintraoperative ultrasound

intraorbital





in the orbit of the eye
intraosseous /ntrə ɒsiəs/ adjective within
a bone
intrathecal /ntrə θik(ə)l/ adjective inside a
sheath, especially inside the intradural or subarachnoid space
intratracheal /ntrətrə kiəl/ adjective within the trachea. Also called endotracheal
intratubercular plane /ntrətjub%kjυlə
plen/ noun a plane at right angles to the sagittal plane, passing through the tubercles of the
iliac crests
intrauterine /ntrə jutəran/ adjective inside the uterus
intrauterine contraceptive device /ntrə
jutəran kɒntrə septv dvas/, intrauterine device / ntrəjutəran d vas/ noun a
intraosseous





intrathecal





intratracheal





intratubercular plane



intrauterine





intrauterine
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plastic coil placed inside the uterus to prevent
pregnancy. Abbr IUCD, IUD
intravascular /ntrə vskjυlə/ adjective
inside the blood vessels
intravenous /ntrə vi nəs/ adjective into a
vein. Abbr IV
intravenous drip /ntrəvi nəs drp/ noun
a thin tube that is inserted into a vein and is
used to very gradually give a person fluids, either for rehydration, feeding or medication
purposes
intravenous feeding /ntrəvi nəs fi dŋ/
noun the procedure of giving someone liquid
food by means of a tube inserted into a vein
intravenous injection /ntrəvi nəs n
dekʃən/ noun an injection of liquid into a
vein, e.g. for the fast release of a drug
intravenously /ntrə vi nəsli/ adverb into a
vein 쑗 a fluid given intravenously
intravenous pyelogram /ntrəvi nəs
paələ&rm/, intravenous urogram /ntrə
vi nəs jυərə&rm/ noun a series of X-ray
photographs of the kidneys using pyelography.
Abbr IVP
intravenous pyelography /ntrə vi nəs
paə lɒ&rəfi/, intravenous urography /ntrə
vi nəs jυ rɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination
of the urinary tract after opaque liquid has
been injected intravenously into the body and
taken by the blood into the kidneys
intraventricular /ntrəven trkjυlə/ adjective inside or placed into a ventricle in the heart
or the brain
intra vitam /ntrə vatəm/ adverb during
life
intrinsic /n trnsk/ adjective belonging to
the essential nature of an organism, or entirely
within an organ or part
intrinsic factor /ntrnsk fktə/ noun a
protein produced in the gastric glands which
reacts with the extrinsic factor, and which, if
lacking, causes pernicious anaemia
intrinsic ligament /ntrnsk l&əmənt/
noun a ligament which forms part of the capsule surrounding a joint
intrinsic muscle /ntrnsk m"s(ə)l/ noun
a muscle lying completely inside the part or
segment, especially of a limb, which it moves
intro- /ntrəυ/ prefix inward
introduce /ntrə dju s/ verb 1. to put something into something 쑗 He used a syringe to
introduce a medicinal substance into the body.
쑗 The nurse introduced the catheter into the
vein. 2. to present two people to one another
when they have never met before 쑗 Can I introduce my new assistant? 3. to start a new way
of doing something 쑗 The hospital has introduced a new screening process for cervical
cancer.
introduction /ntrə d"kʃən/ noun 1. the act
of putting something inside something 쑗 the
intravascular





intravenous





intravenous drip



intravenous feeding



intravenous injection





intravenously





intravenous pyelogram







intravenous pyelography











intraventricular





intra vitam



intrinsic



intrinsic factor



intrinsic ligament



intrinsic muscle



intro-

introduce





introduction







introduction of semen into the woman’s uterus

쑗 the introduction of an endotracheal tube
into the patient’s mouth 2. the act of starting a

new process
introitus /n trəυtəs/ noun an opening into
any hollow organ or canal
introjection /ntrəυ dekʃən/ noun a person’s unconscious adoption of the attitudes or
values of another person whom he or she
wants to impress
introspection /ntrə spekʃən/ noun a detailed and sometimes obsessive mental selfexamination of feelings, thoughts and motives
introversion /ntrə v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which a person is excessively interested
in himself or herself and his or her own mental
state. Compare extroversion
introvert / ntrəv! t/ noun a person who
thinks only about himself or herself and his or
her own mental state. Compare extrovert
introverted / ntrəυv! td/ adjective referring to someone who thinks only about himself
or herself
intubate / ntju bet/ verb to insert a tube
into any organ or part of the body. Also called
introitus



introjection





introspection





introversion





introvert



introverted





intubate



catheterise

intubation /ntju beʃ(ə)n/ noun the therapeutic insertion of a tube into the larynx
through the glottis to allow the passage of air.
Also called catheterisation
intumescence /ntju mes(ə)ns/ noun the
swelling of an organ
intussusception /ntəsə sepʃən/ noun a
condition in which part of the gastrointestinal
tract becomes folded down inside the part beneath it, causing an obstruction and strangulation of the folded part
inunction /n "ŋkʃən/ noun 1. the act of rubbing an ointment into the skin so that the medicine in it is absorbed 2. an ointment which is
rubbed into the skin
in utero /n ju tərəυ/ adverb, adjective in, or
while still inside, a woman’s womb
invade /n ved/ verb to enter and spread
gradually throughout a part of the body, e.g.
the entry of a microorganism that causes disease
invagination /nvd neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
same as intussusception 2. the surgical treatment of hernia, in which a sheath of tissue is
made to cover the opening
invalid / nvəld/ (dated ) noun someone who
has had an illness and has not fully recovered
from it or who has been permanently disabled
쐽 adjective weak or disabled
invalidity /nvə ldti/ noun the condition of
being disabled
invasion /n ve(ə)n/ noun the entry of bacteria into a body, or the first attack of a disease
invasive /n vesv/ adjective 1. referring to
cancer which tends to spread throughout the
intubation





intumescence





intussusception





inunction



in utero



invade



invagination



invalid



invalidity





invasion



invasive
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body 2. referring to an inspection or treatment
which involves entering the body by making
an incision. 쒁 non-invasive
inverse care law /nv! s keə lə / noun the
idea that the people who most need care and
services are least likely or able to access them
inversion /n v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact of being
turned towards the inside 쑗 inversion of the
foot See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in
Supplement 왍 inversion of the uterus a condition in which the top part of the uterus touches the cervix, as if it were inside out, which
may happen after childbirth
invertase /n v! tez/ noun an enzyme in the
intestine which splits sucrose
investigation /nvest &eʃ(ə)n/ noun an
examination to find out the cause of something
which has happened 쑗 The Health Authority
ordered an investigation into how the drugs
were stolen.
investigative surgery /nvest&ətv
s! dəri/ noun surgery to investigate the
cause of a condition
in vitro /n vi trəυ/ adjective, adverb a Latin
phrase meaning ‘in a glass’, i.e. in a test tube
or similar container used in a laboratory 왍 in
vitro activity, in vitro experiment experiment which takes place in the laboratory
in vitro fertilisation /n vi trəυ f! təla
zeʃ(ə)n/ noun the fertilisation of an ovum in
the laboratory. 쒁 test-tube baby. Abbr IVF
in vivo adjective, adverb a Latin phrase meaning ‘in living tissue’, i.e. referring to an experiment which takes place on the living body
in vivo experiment /n vi vəυ k sper*
mənt/ noun an experiment on a living body,
e.g. that of an animal
involucrum /nvə lu krəm/ noun a covering
of new bone which forms over diseased bone
involuntary /n vɒlənt(ə)ri/ adjective done
automatically, without any conscious thought
or decision-making being involved 쑗 Patients
are advised not to eat or drink, to reduce the
risk of involuntary vomiting while on the operating table.
involuntary action /nvɒlənt(ə)ri kʃən/
noun an action which someone does without
thinking or making a conscious decision
involuntary
muscle
/nvɒlənt(ə)ri
m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle supplied by the autonomic nervous system, and therefore not under
voluntary control, e.g. the muscle which activates a vital organ such as the heart
involution /nvə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the return
of an organ to its usual size, e.g. the shrinking
of the uterus after childbirth 2. a period of decline of organs which sets in after middle age
involutional /nvə lu ʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring to involution
involutional
melancholia
/nvə
lu ʃ(ə)n(ə)l melən kəυliə/ noun a depression
inverse care law



inversion



invertase



investigation





investigative surgery



in vitro

in vitro fertilisation



in vivo

in vivo experiment



involucrum





involuntary



involuntary action



involuntary muscle



involution





involutional





involutional melancholia





iridencleisis

which occurs in people, mainly women, after
middle age, probably caused by a change of
endocrine secretions
iodine / aədi n/ noun a chemical element
which is essential to the body, especially to the
functioning of the thyroid gland (NOTE: Lack of
iodine



iodine in the diet can cause goitre. The chemical
symbol is I.)
IOL abbr intraocular lens
ion / aən/ noun an atom that has an electric
charge (NOTE: Ions with a positive charge are
called cations and those with a negative charge
are called anions.)
COMMENT: It is believed that living organisms,
including human beings, react to the presence
of ionised particles in the atmosphere. Hot dry
winds contain a higher proportion of positive
ions than usual and these winds cause headaches and other illnesses. If negative ionised
air is introduced into an air-conditioning system, the incidence of headaches and nausea
among people working in the building may be
reduced.
ionise / aənaz/, ionize verb to give an atom
IOL

ion



ionise



an electric charge
ioniser / aənazə/, ionizer noun a machine
that increases the amount of negative ions in
the atmosphere of a room, so counteracting the
effect of positive ions
ionotherapy /aɒnə θerəpi/ noun treatment
by ions introduced into the body via an electric
current
iontophoresis /aɒntəυfə ri ss/ noun the
movement of ions through a biological material when an electric current passes through it
IOUS abbr intraoperative ultrasound
IPAV abbr intermittent positive airway ventilation. 쒁 positive pressure ventilation
ipecacuanha /pkkjυ nə/ noun a drug
made from the root of an American plant, used
as a treatment for coughs, and also as an emetic (NOTE: The US term is ipecac.)
IP joint /a pi dɔnt/ noun same as interioniser



ionotherapy





iontophoresis





IOUS

IPAV

ipecacuanha





IP joint



phalangeal joint
IPPV abbr intermittent positive pressure ventilation. 쒁 positive pressure ventilation
ipratropium /aprə trəυpiəm/, ipratropium
bromide /aprətrəυpiəm brəυmad/ noun a
IPPV

ipratropium









drug which helps to relax muscles in the airways, used in the treatment of conditions such
as asthma, bronchitis and emphysema
ipsilateral /ps ltərəl/ adjective located
on or affecting the same side of the body. Also
called homolateral. Opposite contralateral
IQ abbr intelligence quotient
IRDS abbr infant respiratory distress syndrome
irid- /rd/ prefix referring to the iris
iridectomy /r dektəmi/ noun the surgical
removal of part of the iris
iridencleisis /rden klass/ noun an operation to treat glaucoma, where part of the iris
ipsilateral





IQ

IRDS

irid-

iridectomy





iridencleisis
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is used as a drainage channel through a hole in
the conjunctiva
iridocyclitis /rdəυs klats/ noun inflammation of the iris and the tissues which surround it
iridodialysis /rdəυda ləss/ noun the
separation of the iris from its insertion
iridoplegia /rdəυ pli də/ noun paralysis
of the iris
iridoptosis /rdəυ təυss/ noun the pushing forward of the iris through a wound in the
cornea
iridotomy /r dɒtəmi/ noun a surgical incision into the iris
iris / ars/ noun a coloured ring in the eye,
with the pupil at its centre. See illustration at
EYE in Supplement
iridocyclitis





iridodialysis





iridoplegia





iridoptosis





iridotomy





iris



COMMENT:

The iris acts like the aperture in a
camera shutter, opening and closing to allow
more or less light through the pupil into the
eye.
iritis /a rats/ noun inflammation of the iris
iron / aən/ noun 1. a chemical element esseniritis



iron



tial to the body, present in foods such as liver
and eggs 2. a common grey metal (NOTE: The

chemical symbol is Fe.)
COMMENT: Iron is an essential part of the red
pigment in red blood cells. Lack of iron in haemoglobin results in iron-deficiency anaemia.
Storage of too much iron in the body results in
haemochromatosis.
iron-deficiency anaemia /aən d
fʃ(ə)nsi əni miə/ noun anaemia caused by a
iron-deficiency anaemia







lack of iron in red blood cells
iron lung /aən l"ŋ/ noun same as Drinker
iron lung



irritable hip /rtəb(ə)l hp/ noun a condition of pain in the hip which is caused by
swelling of the synovium. Treatment involves
bed rest, traction and anti-inflammatory drugs.
irritant / rt(ə)nt/ noun a substance which
can irritate
irritant dermatitis /rt(ə)nt d! mə
tats/ noun same as contact dermatitis
irritate / rtet/ verb to cause a painful reaction in part of the body, especially to make it
inflamed 쑗 Some types of wool can irritate the
skin.
irritation /r teʃ(ə)n/ noun a feeling of being irritated 쑗 an irritation caused by the ointment
ISC abbr intermittent self-catheterisation
isch- /sk/ prefix too little
ischaemia / ski miə/ noun a deficient blood
supply to a part of the body
ischaemic / ski mk/ adjective lacking in
blood
irritable hip



irritant



irritant dermatitis





irritate



irritation





ISC

isch-

ischaemia



ischaemic



‘…the term stroke does not refer to a single pathological entity. Stroke may be haemorrhagic or ischaemic: the latter is usually caused by thrombosis
or embolism’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
ischaemic heart disease /ski mk hɑ t
dzi z/ noun a disease of the heart caused by a
ischaemic heart disease





failure in the blood supply, as in coronary
thrombosis. Abbr IHD
ischi- /ski/ prefix same as ischio- (used beischi-

fore vowels)
ischia / skiə/ plural of ischium
ischial / skiəl/ adjective referring to the isischia



ischial



chium or hip joint
ischial tuberosity /skiəl tju bə rɒsti/
noun a lump of bone forming the ring of the ischium
ischio- /skiəυ/ prefix referring to the ischium
ischiocavernosus muscle /skiəυkvə
nəυsəs m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle along one
side of the perineum
ischiorectal /skiəυ rekt(ə)l/ adjective referring to both the ischium and the rectum
ischiorectal abscess /skiəυrekt(ə)l
bses/ noun an abscess which forms in fat
cells between the anus and the ischium
ischiorectal fossa /skiəυrekt(ə)l fɒsə/
noun a space on either side of the lower end of
the rectum and anal canal
ischium / skiəm/ noun the lower part of the
hip bone in the pelvis. See illustration at PELVIS
in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is ischia.)
Ishihara colour charts /ʃhɑ rə k"lə
tʃɑ ts/ plural noun charts used in a test for colour vision in which numbers or letters are
shown in dots of primary colours with dots of
other colours around them. People with normal colour vision can see them, but people
who are colour-blind cannot.
Ishihara test /ʃ hɑ rə test/ noun a test using Ishihara colour charts
ischial tuberosity

respirator



irradiation /red eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process of spreading from a centre, as e.g., nerve
impulses do 2. the use of radiation to treat people or to kill bacteria in food
irreducible hernia /rdju səb(ə)l h! niə/
noun a hernia where the organ cannot be returned to its usual position
irregular / re&jυlə/ adjective not regular or
normal 쑗 The patient’s breathing was irregular. 쑗 The nurse noted that the patient had developed an irregular pulse. 쑗 He has irregular
bowel movements.
irrigate / r&et/ verb to wash out a cavity in
the body
irrigation /r &eʃ(ə)n/ noun the washing
out of a cavity in the body
irritability /rtə blti/ noun the state of being irritable
irritable / rtəb(ə)l/ adjective 1. easily able to
become inflamed and painful 2. feeling annoyed and impatient
irritable bowel syndrome /rtəb(ə)l
baυəl sndrəυm/ noun 쏡 mucous colitis.
Abbr IBS
irritable colon /rtəb(ə)l kəυlɒn/ noun 쏡
irradiation





irreducible hernia



irregular



irrigate



irrigation





irritability





irritable



irritable bowel syndrome



irritable colon



mucous colitis



ischio-

ischiocavernosus muscle





ischiorectal





ischiorectal abscess





ischiorectal fossa





ischium



Ishihara colour charts



Ishihara test
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islets of Langerhans /aləts əv
lŋəhns/, islands of Langerhans /aləndz
əv lŋəhnz/, islet cells / alət selz/ plural
noun groups of cells in the pancreas which secrete the hormones glucagon, insulin and gastrin [Described 1869. After Paul Langerhans
islets of Langerhans







(1847–88), Professor of Pathological Anatomy
at Freiburg, Germany.]
isoantibody



isograft / asəυ&rɑ ft/ noun a graft of tissue
from an identical twin. Also called syngraft
isoimmunisation
/asəυmjuna
zeʃ(ə)n/, isoimmunization noun immunisation of a person with antigens derived from another person
isolate / asəlet/ verb 1. to keep one person
apart from others because he or she has a dangerous infectious disease 2. to identify a single
virus, bacterium or other pathogen among
many 쑗 Scientists have been able to isolate the
virus which causes Legionnaires’ disease. 쑗
Candida is easily isolated from the mouths of
healthy adults.
isolation /asə leʃ(ə)n/ noun the separation
of a person, especially one with an infectious
disease, from others
isolation ward /asə leʃ(ə)n wɔ d/ noun a
special ward where people who have dangerous infectious diseases can be kept isolated
from others
isolator / asəletə/ noun 1. a large clear
plastic bag in which a person can be nursed, or
operated on, in a sterile environment 2. a room
or piece of equipment which keeps people or
substances separated from others which may
contaminate them 쑗 an isolator stretcher 쑗 an
isolator cabinet
isoleucine /asəυ lu si n/ noun an essential
amino acid
isometric /asəυ metrk/ adjective 1. involving equal measurement 쑗 an isometric
view of the system 2. referring to muscle contraction in which tension occurs with very little shortening of muscle fibres 3. referring to
exercises in which the muscles are put under
tension but not contracted
isometrics /asəυ metrks/ plural noun exercises to strengthen the muscles, in which the
muscles contract but do not shorten
isoniazid /asə naəzd/ noun a colourless
crystalline compound that is used in the treatment of tuberculosis. Abbr INH
isograft



isoimmunisation



isolation





isolation ward





isolator



isoleucine



isometric





isometrics





isoniazid















isotonicity



plural is isoantibodies.)





isosorbide dinitrate



iso- /asəυ/ prefix equal
isoantibody /asəυ ntbɒdi/ noun an antibody which forms in one person as a reaction
to antigens from another person (NOTE: The

isolate



isotonic

iso-



IVU

isoprenaline /asəυ prenəli n/, isoproterenol noun a drug that relieves asthma by widening the bronchial tubes in the lungs
isosorbide dinitrate /asəυsɔ bad da
natret/ noun a compound which causes
widening or relaxation of the blood vessels,
used in the treatment of angina pectoris
isotonic /asəυ tɒnk/ adjective referring to
a solution, e.g. a saline drip, which has the
same osmotic pressure as blood serum and
which can therefore be passed directly into the
body. Compare hypertonic, hypotonic
isotonicity /asətɒ nsti/ noun the equal
osmotic pressure of two or more solutions
isotonic solution /asəυtɒnk sə lu ʃ(ə)n/
noun a solution which has the same osmotic
pressure as blood serum, or as another liquid it
is compared with
isotope / asətəυp/ noun a form of a chemical element which has the same chemical
properties as other forms but a different atomic
mass
isotretinoin /asəυtre tnɔn/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of severe acne and several other skin diseases
ispaghula /spə &u lə/, ispaghula husk /
spə &u lə h"sk/ noun a natural dietary fibre
used to treat constipation, diverticulitis and irritable bowel syndrome
ISS abbr injury scoring system
isthmus / sməs/ noun 1. a short narrow canal or cavity 2. a narrow band of tissue joining
two larger masses of similar tissue, e.g. the
section in the centre of the thyroid gland,
which joins the two lobes (NOTE: The plural is
isoprenaline





isotonic solution





isotope



isotretinoin





ispaghula









ISS

isthmus



isthmi or isthmuses.)

itch /tʃ/ noun 1. an irritated place on the skin
which makes a person want to scratch 2. the
itch same as scabies (informal ) 쐽 verb to produce an irritating sensation, making someone
want to scratch
itching / tʃŋ/ noun same as pruritus
itchy / tʃi/ adjective making a person want to
scratch 쑗 The main symptom of the disease is
an itchy red rash.
-itis /ats/ suffix inflammation
ITU abbr intensive therapy unit
IU abbr international unit
IUCD abbr intrauterine contraceptive device
IUD abbr 1. intrauterine death 2. intrauterine
device
IUS abbr intrauterine system
IV abbr intravenous
IVF abbr in vitro fertilisation
IVP abbr intravenous pyelogram
IVU abbr intravenous urography
itch

itching



itchy



-itis

ITU

IU

IUCD

IUD

IUS

IV

IVF

IVP

IVU
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J /de/ abbr joule
jab /db/ noun an injection or inoculation
(informal ) 쑗 a tetanus jab
Jacksonian epilepsy /dksəυniən ep*
lepsi/ noun a form of epilepsy in which the
jerking movements start in one part of the
body before spreading to others [Described
J

jab

Jacksonian epilepsy



1863. After John Hughlings Jackson (1835–
1911), British neurologist.]
Jacquemier’s sign / dkəməz san/
noun a sign of early pregnancy in which the
Jacquemier’s sign



vaginal mucosa becomes slightly blue due to
an increased amount of blood in the arteries
[After Jean Marie Jacquemier (1806–79),
French obstetrician]
jactitation /dkt teʃ(ə)n/ noun the acjactitation





tion of constantly moving the body around in a
restless way, especially because of mental illness
jag /d&/ noun in Scotland, an injection or
inoculation (informal )
jargon / dɑ &ən/ noun 1. the words used by
people who have a particular area of knowledge, which are usually only understood by
those people 쑗 medical jargon 2. a stream of
words that makes no sense, produced by someone with aphasia or a severe mental disorder
jaundice / dɔ nds/ noun a condition in
which there is an excess of bile pigment in the
blood, and in which the pigment is deposited
in the skin and the whites of the eyes, which
have a yellow colour. Also called icterus
jag

jargon



jaundice



COMMENT: Jaundice can have many causes,
usually relating to the liver: the most common
are blockage of the bile ducts by gallstones or
by disease of the liver and Weil’s disease.
jaw /dɔ / noun the bones in the face which
hold the teeth and form the mouth 쑗 He fell
down and broke his jaw. 쑗 The punch on his
jaw

mouth broke his jaw.
COMMENT:

The jaw has two parts, the upper
(the maxillae) being fixed parts of the skull,
and the lower (the mandible) being attached
to the skull with a hinge so that it can move up
and down.
jawbone / dɔ bəυn/ noun one of the bones
jawbone



which form the jaw, especially the lower jaw
or mandible

jejun- /ddu n/ prefix same as jejuno- (used
jejun-

before vowels)

jejunal /d du n(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the jejunum
jejunal ulcer /ddu n(ə)l "lsə/ noun an
ulcer in the jejunum
jejunectomy /ddu nektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove all or part of the
jejunum (NOTE: The plural is jejunectomies.)
jejuno- /di du nəυ/ prefix referring to the
jejunum
jejunoileostomy /ddu nəυli ɒstəmi/
noun a surgical operation to make an artificial
link between the jejunum and the ileum (NOTE:
jejunal



jejunal ulcer



jejunectomy





jejuno-

jejunoileostomy







The plural is jejunoileostomies.)
jejunostomy /ddu nɒstəmi/ noun a surjejunostomy





gical operation to make an artificial passage to
the jejunum through the wall of the abdomen
(NOTE: The plural is jejunostomies.)
jejunotomy /ddu nɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut into the jejunum (NOTE:
The plural is jejunotomies.)
jejunum /d du nəm/ noun the part of the
jejunotomy





jejunum



small intestine between the duodenum and the
ileum, about 2 metres long. See illustration at
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
jerk /d! k/ noun a sudden movement of part
of the body which indicates that the local reflex arc is intact 쐽 verb to make sudden movements, or cause something to make sudden
movements 쑗 In some forms of epilepsy the
limbs jerk.
jet lag / det l&/ noun a condition suffered
by people who travel long distances in planes,
caused by rapid changes in time zones which
affect sleep patterns and meal times and thus
interfere with the body’s metabolism 쑗 We had
jet lag when we flew from Australia.
jet-lagged / det l&d/ adjective experiencing jet lag 쑗 jet-lagged travellers 쑗 We were
jet-lagged for a week.
joint /dɔnt/ noun a structure at a point
where two or more bones join, especially one
which allows movement of the bones 쑗 The elbow is a joint in the arm. 쑗 Arthritis is accompanied by stiffness in the joints. 쏡 Charcot’s
jerk

jet lag



jet-lagged



joint
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joint (NOTE: For other terms referring to joints,
see words beginning with arthr-, arthro-.)
joint-breaker fever / dɔnt brekə fi və/
noun same as o’nyong-nyong fever
joint capsule / dɔnt kpsju l/ noun
joint-breaker fever



joint capsule



white fibrous tissue which surrounds and
holds a joint together. See illustration at SYNOVIAL JOINT in Supplement
joint investment plan /dɔnt n
vestmənt pln/ noun a plan that health and
social services draw up together for specific
areas of care
joint mouse / dɔnt maυs/ plural noun a
loose piece of bone or cartilage in the knee
joint, making the joint lock
joule /du l/ noun the SI unit of measurement
of work or energy. 4.184 joules equals one calorie. Symbol J
jugular / d"&jυlə/ adjective referring to the
throat or neck 쐽 noun same as jugular vein
joint investment plan





joint mouse



joule

jugular



COMMENT: There are three jugular veins on
each side: the internal jugular is large and
leads to the brachiocephalic vein, the external jugular is smaller and leads to the subclavian vein and the anterior jugular is the
smallest.
jugular nerve / d"&jυlə n! v/ noun one of
jugular nerve



the nerves in the neck
jugular trunk / d"&jυlə tr"ŋk/ noun a terminal lymph vessel in the neck, draining into
the subclavian vein
jugular trunk



juxtaposition

jugular vein / d"&jυlə ven/ noun one of
the veins which pass down either side of the
neck. Also called jugular
juice /du s/ noun 1. liquid from a fruit or
vegetable 쑗 a glass of orange juice or tomato
juice 2. a natural fluid of the body. 쏡 gastric
jugular vein



juice

juice

jumper’s knee /d"mpəz ni / noun a painful condition suffered by athletes and dancers
in which inflammation develops in the knee
joint
junction / d"ŋkʃən/ noun a joining point
junior doctor /du niə dɒktə/ noun a doctor who is completing his or her training in
hospital
junk food / d"ŋk fu d/ noun food of little
nutritional value, e.g. high-fat processed
snacks, eaten between or instead of meals
juvenile / du vənal/ adjective relating to or
affecting children or adolescents
juxta- /d"kstə/ prefix beside or near
juxta-articular /d"kstə ɑ tkjυlə/ adjective occurring near a joint
juxtaposition /d"kstəpə zʃ(ə)n/ noun
the placing of two or more things side by side
so as to make their similarities or differences
more obvious
jumper’s knee



junction



junior doctor



junk food



juvenile



juxta-

juxta-articular





juxtaposition
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k symbol kiloKahn test / kɑ n test/ noun a test of blood
serum to diagnose syphilis [Described 1922.
Kahn test



After Reuben Leon Kahn, Lithuanian-born serologist who worked in the USA.]
kala-azar /kɑ lə ə zɑ / noun an often fatal
kala-azar





form of leishmaniasis caused by the infection
of the intestines and internal organs by a parasite, Leishmania, spread by flies. Symptoms
are fever, anaemia, general wasting of the
body and swelling of the spleen and liver.
kalium / keliəm/ noun same as potassium
kaolin / keəln/ noun a fine soft clay used in
the making of medical preparations, especially
for the treatment of diarrhoea
Kaposi’s sarcoma /kəpəυziz sɑ kəυmə/
noun a cancer which takes the form of many
haemorrhagic nodes affecting the skin, especially on the extremities [Described 1872. After
kalium



kaolin



Kaposi’s sarcoma





Moritz Kohn Karposi (1837–1902), Professor of
Dermatology at Vienna, Austria.]
COMMENT: Formerly a relatively rare disease,
found mainly in tropical countries, Kaposi’s
sarcoma is now more common as it is one of
the diseases associated with AIDS.
Kartagener’s syndrome /kɑ tə di nəz
sndrəυm/ noun a hereditary condition in
Kartagener’s syndrome





which all the organs in the chest and abdomen
are positioned on the opposite side from the
usual one, i.e. the heart and stomach are on the
right
karyo- /kriəυ/ prefix relating to a cell nucleus
karyotype / kriəυtap/ noun the chromosome complement of a cell, shown as a diagram or as a set of letters and numbers
Kawasaki disease /kɑ wə sɑ kiz dzi z/
noun a retrovirus infection that often occurs in
small children and causes a high temperature,
rash, reddened eyes, peeling skin and swollen
lymph nodes
Kayser-Fleischer ring /kazə flaʃə rŋ/
noun a brown ring on the outer edge of the cornea, which is a diagnostic sign of hepatolenticular degeneration [Described 1902 by Kaykaryo-

karyotype



Kawasaki disease







Kayser-Fleischer ring



ser, 1903 by Fleischer. Bernard Kayser (1869–

1954), German ophthalmologist; Bruno Richard
Fleischer (1848–1904), German physician.]
kcal abbr kilocalorie
Kegel exercises / ke&(ə)l eksəsazz/
plural noun exercises which strengthen the
kcal

Kegel exercises



muscles of the pelvic floor in women and help
to prevent any accidental leakage of urine
when they cough, sneeze or lift things
Keller’s operation / keləz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun a surgical operation on the big toe to remove a bunion or to correct an ankylosed joint
Keller’s operation





[Described 1904. After William Lordan Keller
(1874–1959), US surgeon.]
keloid / ki lɔd/ noun an excessive amount of
keloid



scar tissue at the site of a skin injury
kerat- /kerət/ prefix same as kerato- (used bekerat-

fore vowels)

keratalgia /kerə tldiə/ noun pain felt in
the cornea
keratectasia /kerətek teziə/ noun a condition in which the cornea bulges
keratectomy /kerə tektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the whole or part of
the cornea (NOTE: The plural is keratectomies.)
keratic /kə rtk/ adjective 1. relating to
horny tissue or to keratin 2. relating to the cornea
keratin / kerətn/ noun a protein found in
horny tissue such as fingernails, hair or the
outer surface of the skin
keratinisation /kerətna zeʃ(ə)n/, keratinization noun the appearance of horny characteristics in tissue. Also called cornification
keratinise / kerətnaz, kə rtnaz/,
keratinize verb to convert something into keratin or into horny tissue (NOTE: keratinising –
keratalgia





keratectasia





keratectomy





keratic



keratin



keratinisation





keratinise





keratinised)

keratinocyte /kerə tnəυsat/ noun a cell
which produces keratin
keratitis /kerə tats/ noun inflammation of
the cornea
kerato- /kerətəυ/ prefix referring to horn,
horny tissue or the cornea
keratoacanthoma /kerətəυkən θəυmə/
noun a type of benign skin tumour which diskeratinocyte





keratitis





kerato-

keratoacanthoma
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appears after a few months (NOTE: The plural is
keratoacanthomas or keratoacanthomata.)
keratoconjunctivitis
/kerətəυkən
d"ŋkt vats/ noun inflammation of the
keratoconjunctivitis







cornea with conjunctivitis
keratoconus /kerətəυ kəυnəs/ noun a coneshaped lump on the cornea
keratoglobus /kerətəυ &ləυbəs/ noun swelling of the eyeball
keratoma /kerə təυmə/ noun a hard thickened growth due to hypertrophy of the horny
zone of the skin (NOTE: The plural is keratomas
keratoconus





keratoglobus





keratoma





or keratomata.)

keratomalacia /kerətəυmə leʃə/ noun 1. a
softening of the cornea frequently caused by
Vitamin A deficiency 2. softening of the horny
layer of the skin
keratome / kerətəυm/ noun a surgical knife
used for operations on the cornea
keratometer /kerə tɒmtə/ noun an instrument for measuring the curvature of the cornea
keratometry /kerə tɒmtri/ noun the process of measuring the curvature of the cornea
keratopathy /kerə tɒpəθi/ noun any noninflammatory disorder of the cornea (NOTE:
keratomalacia





keratome



keratometer





keratometry





keratopathy





The plural is keratopathies.)
keratoplasty / kerətəplsti/ noun a surgikeratoplasty



cal operation to graft corneal tissue from a donor in place of diseased tissue (NOTE: The plural

is keratoplasties.)

keratoprosthesis
/kerətəυprɒs θi ss/
noun 1. a surgical operation to replace the central area of a cornea with clear plastic, when it
has become opaque 2. a piece of clear plastic
put into the cornea (NOTE: The plural is keratokeratoprosthesis





prostheses.)

kidney dialysis

ketoacidosis /ki təυ s dəυss/ noun an
accumulation of ketone bodies in tissue in diabetes, causing acidosis
ketoconazole /ki təυ kɒnəzəυl/ noun a
drug which is effective against a wide range of
fungal infections such as cryptococcosis and
thrush
ketogenesis /ki təυ denəss/ noun the
production of ketone bodies
ketogenic /ki təυ denk/ adjective forming ketone bodies
ketogenic diet /ki təυdenk daət/ noun a
diet with a high fat content, producing ketosis
ketonaemia /ki təυ ni miə/ noun a morbid
state in which ketone bodies exist in the blood
ketone / ki təυn/ noun a chemical compound
produced when glucose is unavailable for use
as energy, as in untreated diabetes, and fats are
used instead, leading to ketosis
ketone bodies / ki təυn bɒdiz/ plural noun
ketone compounds formed from fatty acids
ketone group / ki təυn &ru p/ noun a chemical group characteristic of ketones, with carbon atoms doubly bonded to an oxygen atom
and to the carbon atoms of two other organic
groups
ketonuria /ki təυ njυəriə/ noun a state in
which ketone bodies are excreted in the urine
ketoprofen /ki təυ prəυfən/ noun an antiinflammatory drug used in the treatment of
rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis
ketosis /ki təυss/ noun a state in which ketone bodies such as acetone and acetic acid accumulate in the tissues, a late complication of
Type I diabetes mellitus
ketosteroid /ki təυ stərɔd/ noun a steroid
such as cortisone which contains a ketone
group
keyhole surgery / ki həυl s! dəri/ noun
surgery carried out by inserting tiny surgical
instruments through an endoscope (informal )
Also called laparoscopic surgery
kg abbr kilogram
kidney / kdni/ noun either of two organs situated in the lower part of the back on either
side of the spine behind the abdomen, whose
function is to maintain the usual concentrations of the main constituents of blood, passing the waste matter into the urine. See illustration at KIDNEY in Supplement
ketoacidosis







ketoconazole





ketogenesis





ketogenic





ketogenic diet



ketonaemia





ketone



ketone bodies



ketone group



ketonuria





ketoprofen





ketosis



ketosteroid

keratoscope / kerətəskəυp/ noun an instrument for examining the cornea to see if it has
an unusual curvature. Also called Placido’s
keratoscope



disc

keratosis /kerə təυss/ noun a lesion of the
skin (NOTE: The plural is keratoses.)
keratotomy /kerə tɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make a cut in the cornea, the first
step in many intraocular operations (NOTE: The
keratosis





keratotomy





plural is keratotomies.)
kerion / kəriɒn/ noun a painful soft mass,
kerion



usually on the scalp, caused by ringworm
kernicterus /kə nktərəs/ noun yellow pigmentation of the basal ganglia and other nerve
cells in the spinal cord and brain, found in children with icterus
Kernig’s sign / k! n&z san/ noun a symptom of meningitis in which the knee cannot be
straightened if the person is lying down with
the thigh brought up against the abdomen [Dekernicterus



Kernig’s sign



scribed 1882. After Vladimir Mikhailovich Kernig
(1840–1917), Russian neurologist.]
ketamine / ketəmi n/ noun a white crystalketamine



line powder that is a general anaesthetic, used
in human and veterinary medicine





keyhole surgery



kg

kidney



COMMENT: A kidney is formed of an outer cortex and an inner medulla. The nephrons which
run from the cortex into the medulla filter the
blood and form urine. The urine is passed
through the ureters into the bladder. Sudden
sharp pain in back of the abdomen, going
downwards, is an indication of a kidney stone
passing into the ureter.
kidney dialysis / kdni daləss/ noun the
kidney dialysis





process of removing waste matter from blood
by passing it through a kidney machine. Also
called haemodialysis
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kidney donor / kdni dəυnə/ noun a person
who gives one of his or her kidneys as a transplant
kidney failure / kdni feljə/ noun a situation in which the kidneys do not function properly
kidney machine / kdni məʃi n/ noun an
apparatus through which blood is passed to be
cleaned by dialysis if the person’s kidneys
have failed
kidney stone / kdni stəυn/ noun a hard
mass of calcium like a little piece of stone
which forms in the kidney
kidney transplant / kdni trnsplɑ nt/
noun a surgical operation to give someone with
a diseased or damaged kidney a kidney from
another person
kill /kl/ verb to make someone or something
die 쑗 She was killed in a car crash. 쑗 Heart attacks kill more people every year. 쑗 Antibodies
are created to kill bacteria.
killer / klə/ noun a person or disease which
kills 쑗 In the winter, bronchitis is the killer of
hundreds of senior citizens. 쑗 Virulent typhoid
fever can be a killer disease. 쒁 painkiller
killer cell / klə sel/, killer T cell noun a type
of immune cell that recognises and destroys
cells that have specific antigens on their surface, e.g. virus-infected or cancerous cells
Killian’s operation / kliənz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun a surgical operation to clear the frontal sinus by curetting in which the incision is made
in the eyebrow [After Gustav Killian (1860–
kidney donor



kidney failure



kidney machine





kidney stone



kidney transplant



kill

killer



killer cell



Killian’s operation





1921), German laryngologist]
kilo- /kləυ/ prefix one thousand (103). Symbol k
kilogram / klə&rm/ noun an SI unit of
measurement of weight equal to 1000 grams 쑗
She weighs 62 kilos (62 kg). Symbol kg
kilojoule / kləυdu l/ noun an SI unit of
kilo-

kilogram



kilojoule



measurement of energy or heat equal to 1000
joules. Symbol kJ
kilopascal / kləυpskəl/ noun an SI unit of
measurement of pressure equal to 1000 pascals. Symbol kPa
Kimmelstiel-Wilson disease /kməlsti l
wlsən dzi z/, Kimmelstiel-Wilson syndrome /kməlsti l wlsən sndrəυm/ noun
a form of nephrosclerosis found in people with
diabetes [Described 1936. After Paul Kimmelkilopascal



Kimmelstiel-Wilson disease







stiel (1900–70), US pathologist; Clifford Wilson
(1906–98), Professor of Medicine, London University, UK.]
kin /kn/ noun relatives or close members of
kin

the family
kin- /kn/ prefix same as kine- (used before
kin-

vowels)

kinanaesthesia









fact of not being able to sense the movement
and position of parts of the body (NOTE: The US

spelling is kinanesthesia.)
kinase / kanez/ noun an enzyme belonging
kinase



to a large family of related substances that bind
to the energy-providing molecule ATP and
regulate functions such as cell division and
signalling between cells
kine- /kni/ prefix movement
kinematics /kn mtks/ noun the science
of movement, especially of body movements
kineplasty / knplsti/ noun an amputation
in which the muscles of the stump of the amputated limb are used to operate an artificial
limb (NOTE: The plural is kineplasties.)
kinesi- /kani si/ prefix movement (NOTE:
kine-

kinematics





kineplasty



kinesi-

used before vowels)
kinesiology /kani si ɒlədi/
kinesiology

noun the
study of human movements, particularly with
regard to their use in treatment
kinesis noun the movement of a cell in response to a stimulus. Compare taxis
-kinesis /kni ss/ suffix 1. activity or motion
2. a change in the movement of a cell, though
not in any particular direction. Examples are a
change in its speed or in its turning behaviour.
kinesitherapy /kani si θerəpi/ noun therapy involving movement of parts of the body
kinetic /k netk, ka netk/ adjective relating to movement
King’s Fund / kŋz f"nd/ noun a major independent health charity in London
King’s model / kŋz mɒd(ə)l/ noun a model
of nurse–patient relationships based on ten
principles: interaction, perception, communication, transaction, role, stress, growth and development, time, self and space. Through an
exchange of information nurses and patients
work together to help individuals and groups
attain, maintain and restore health.
kinin / kann/ noun a polypeptide that makes
blood vessels widen and smooth muscles contract
Kirschner wire /k! ʃ(ə)nə waə/, Kirschner’s wire noun a wire attached to a bone and
tightened to provide traction to a fracture [De



kinesis

-kinesis

kinesitherapy





kinetic





King’s Fund



King’s model



kinin



Kirschner wire



scribed 1909. After Martin Kirschner (1879–
1942), Professor of Surgery at Heidelberg, Germany.]
kiss of life /ks əv laf/ noun same as cardiopulmonary resuscitation (informal )
kJ abbr kilojoule
Klebsiella /klebsi elə/ noun a Gram-negakiss of life



kJ

Klebsiella



kinaesthesia /kni s θi ziə/ noun the fact of
being aware of the movement and position of
parts of the body (NOTE: The US spelling is kikinaesthesia

nesthesia.)

COMMENT: Kinaesthesia is the result of information from muscles and ligaments which is
passed to the brain and which allows the brain
to recognise movements, touch and weight.
kinanaesthesia /knni s θi ziə/ noun the



tive bacterium, one form of which, Klebsiella
pneumoniae, can cause pneumonia
Klebs-Loeffler bacillus /klebz leflə bə
sləs/ noun the bacterium which causes diphKlebs-Loeffler bacillus
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theria, Corynebacterium diphtheriae [After
Theodor Albrecht Klebs (1834–1913), bacteriologist in Zürich, Switzerland, and Chicago, USA;
Friedrich August Loeffler (1852–1915), bacteriologist in Berlin, Germany]
Kleihauer test / klahaυə test/, KleihauerBetke test noun a test used to check whether
Kleihauer test



there has been any blood loss from a fetus to
the mother across the placenta. It is usually
done immediately after delivery.
klepto- /kleptəυ/ prefix stealing or theft
kleptomania /kleptəυ meniə/ noun a form
of mental disorder in which someone has a
compulsive desire to steal things, even things
of little value
kleptomaniac /kleptəυ menik/ noun a
person who has a compulsive desire to steal
Klinefelter’s syndrome / klanfeltəz sn
drəυm/ noun a genetic disorder in which a
male has an extra female chromosome, making an XXY set, giving sterility and partial female characteristics [Described 1942. After
klepto-

kleptomania





kleptomaniac





Klinefelter’s syndrome



Harry Fitch Klinefelter Jr. (b. 1912), Associate
Professor of Medicine, John Hopkins Medical
School, Baltimore, USA.]
Klumpke’s paralysis /klu mpkəz pə
rləss/ noun a form of paralysis due to an inKlumpke’s paralysis





jury during birth, affecting the forearm and
hand. Also called Déjerine-Klumpke’s syn-

drome [Described 1885. After Augusta Klumpke
(Madame Déjerine-Klumpke) (1859–1937),
French neurologist, one of the first women to
qualify in Paris in 1888.]
knee /ni / noun a joint in the middle of the leg,
joining the femur and the tibia (NOTE: For other
terms referring to the knee, see genu.)
kneecap / ni kp/ noun same as patella
knee jerk / ni d! k/ noun same as patellar
reflex
knee joint /ni dɔnt/ noun a joint where the
knee

kneecap



knee jerk



knee joint

femur and the tibia are joined, covered by the
kneecap
knit /nt/ verb (of broken bones) to join together again 쑗 Broken bones take longer to knit in
elderly people than in children. (NOTE: knitting
knit

– knitted – knit)
knock-knee /nɒk ni / noun a state in which
knock-knee



the knees touch and the ankles are apart when
a person is standing straight. Also called genu
valgum

knock-kneed /nɒk ni d/ adjective referring
to a person whose knees touch when he or she
stands straight with feet slightly apart
knock out /nɒk aυt/ verb to hit someone so
hard that he or she is no longer conscious 쑗 He
was knocked out by a blow on the head.
knuckle / n"k(ə)l/ noun the back of each joint
on a person’s hand
Kocher manoeuvre / kɒkə mənu və/
noun a method for realigning a dislocated
shoulder in which the arm is raised and a sudknock-kneed

knock out



knuckle



Kocher manoeuvre





Krukenberg tumour

den change is made between inward and outward rotation of the head of the joint
Koch’s bacillus /kəυks bə sləs/ noun the
bacterium which causes tuberculosis, Mycobacterium tuberculosis [Described 1882. After
Koch’s bacillus





Robert Koch (1843–1910), Professor of Hygiene
in Berlin, Germany, later Director of the Institute
for Infectious Diseases. (Nobel Prize 1905).]
Koch-Weeks bacillus /kəυk wi ks bə
sləs/ noun the bacillus which causes conKoch-Weeks bacillus





junctivitis
Köhler’s disease / k! ləz dsi z/ noun a
degeneration of the navicular bone in children.
Also called scaphoiditis [Described 1908 and
Köhler’s disease





1926. After Alban Köhler (1874–1947), German
radiologist.]
koilonychia /kɔləυ nkiə/ noun a condition
koilonychia





in which the fingernails are brittle and concave, caused by iron-deficiency anaemia
Koplik’s spots / kɒplks spɒts/ plural noun
small white spots with a blue tinge surrounded
by a red areola, found in the mouth in the early
stages of measles [Described 1896. After Henry
Koplik’s spots



Koplik (1858–1927), US paediatrician.]

Korotkoff’s method / kɒrətkɒfs meθəd/
noun a method of finding a person’s blood
pressure by inflating a cuff around his or her
upper arm to a pressure well above the systolic
blood pressure and then gradually decreasing
it
Korsakoff’s syndrome / kɔ səkɒfs sn
drəυm/ noun a condition, caused usually by
chronic alcoholism or disorders in which there
is a deficiency of vitamin B, in which a person’s memory fails and he or she invents things
which have not happened and is confused [DeKorotkoff’s method



Korsakoff’s syndrome



scribed 1887. After Sergei Sergeyevich Korsakoff (1854–1900), Russian psychiatrist.]
kraurosis penis /krɔ rəυss pi ns/ noun a
kraurosis penis



condition in which the foreskin becomes dry
and shrivelled
kraurosis vulvae /krə rəυss v"lvə/ noun
a condition in which the vulva becomes thin
and dry due to lack of oestrogen, found usually
in elderly women
Krause corpuscles / kraυzə kɔ p"s(ə)lz/
plural noun encapsulated nerve endings in the
mucous membrane of the mouth, nose, eyes
and genitals [Described 1860. After Wilhelm Jokraurosis vulvae



Krause corpuscles



hann Friedrich Krause (1833–1910), German
anatomist.]
Krebs cycle / krebz sak(ə)l/ noun same as
citric acid cycle [Described 1937. After Sir
Hans Adolf Krebs (1900–81), German biochemist who emigrated to England in 1934. Shared
the Nobel prize for Medicine 1953 with F.A. Lipmann.]
Krukenberg
tumour
/ kru kənb! &
tju mə/ noun a malignant tumour in the ovary
secondary to a tumour in the stomach [After
Friedrich Krukenberg (1871–1946), German gynaecologist]
Krebs cycle



Krukenberg tumour
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Kuntscher nail / k"ntʃə nel/, Küntscher
nail noun a long steel nail used in operations to
pin fractures of long bones, especially the femur, through the bone marrow [Described
Kuntscher nail



1940. After Gerhard Küntscher (1900–72), German surgeon.]
Kupffer’s cells / kυpfəz selz/, Kupffer cells
plural noun large specialised liver cells which
break down haemoglobin into bile [Described
1876. After Karl Wilhelm von Kupffer (1829–
1902), German anatomist.]
Kveim test / kvam test/ noun a skin test to
confirm the presence of sarcoidosis [After
Morten Ansgar Kveim (b. 1892), Swedish physician]
Kupffer’s cells



Kveim test



kwashiorkor /kwɒʃi ɔ kɔ / noun malnutrition of small children, mostly in tropical countries, causing anaemia, wasting of the body
and swollen liver
kypho- /kafəυ/ prefix a hump
kyphoscoliosis /kafəυskɒli əυss/ noun
a condition in which someone has both backward and lateral curvature of the spine
kyphosis /ka fəυss/ noun an excessive
backward curvature of the top part of the spine
kwashiorkor





kypho-

kyphoscoliosis







kyphosis



(NOTE: The plural is kyphoses.)

kyphotic /ka fɒtk/ adjective referring to
kyphosis
kyphotic
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l, L symbol litre
lab /lb/ noun same as laboratory (informal ) 쑗
The samples have been returned by the lab. 쑗
We’ll send the specimens away for a lab test.
lab- /leb/ prefix same as labio- (used before
l

lab

lab-

vowels)

label / leb(ə)l/ noun a piece of paper or card
attached to an object or person for identification 쐽 verb to attach a label to an object 쑗 The
bottle is labelled ‘poison’. (NOTE: labelling –
label



labelled. The US spellings are labeling – labeled.)
labia / lebiə/ plural of labium
labial / lebiəl/ adjective referring to the lips
labia



labial



or to labia
labia majora /lebiə mə dɔ rə/ plural noun
two large fleshy folds at the outside edge of the
vulva. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(FEMALE) in Supplement
labia minora /lebiə m nɔ rə/ plural noun
two small fleshy folds on the inside edge of the
vulva. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(FEMALE) in Supplement. Also called nymphae
labile / lebal/ adjective referring to a drug
which is unstable and likely to change if heated or cooled
lability of mood /ləblti əv mu d/ noun a
tendency for a person’s mood to change suddenly
labio- /lebiəυ/ prefix referring to the lips or to
labia
labioplasty / lebiəυplsti/ noun a surgical
operation to repair damaged or deformed lips
labia majora





labia minora





labile



lability of mood



labio-

labioplasty





(NOTE: The plural is labioplasties.)
labium / lebiəm/ noun 1. any of the four
labium



fleshy folds which surround the female genital
organs 2. a structure which looks like a lip
(NOTE: The plural is labia.)
labor / lebə/ noun US spelling of labour
laboratory /lə bɒrət(ə)ri/ noun a special
labor



laboratory



room or place where scientists can do specialised work such as research, the testing of
chemical substances or the growing of tissues
in culture 쑗 The samples of water from the
hospital have been sent to the laboratory for
testing. 쑗 The new drug has passed its laboratory tests. (NOTE: The plural is laboratories.)

laboratory officer /lə bɒrət(ə)ri ɒfsə/ noun
a qualified person in charge of a laboratory
laboratory technician /ləbɒrət(ə)ri tek
nʃ(ə)n/ noun a person who does practical
work in a laboratory and has particular care of
equipment
laboratory techniques /lə bɒrət(ə)ri tek
ni kz/ plural noun the methods or skills needed to perform experiments in a laboratory
laboratory test /lə bɒrət(ə)ri test/ noun a
test carried out in a laboratory
labour / lebə/ noun childbirth, especially the
contractions in the uterus which take place
during childbirth 왍 in labour experiencing the
physical changes such as contractions in the
uterus which precede the birth of a child 쑗 She
was in labour for 14 hours. 왍 to go into labour to start to experience the contractions
which indicate the birth of a child is imminent
쑗 She went into labour at 6 o’clock.
laboratory officer



laboratory technician





laboratory techniques





laboratory test



labour



COMMENT: Labour usually starts about nine
months, or 266 days, after conception. The
cervix expands and the muscles in the uterus
contract, causing the amnion to burst. The
muscles continue to contract regularly, pushing the baby into, and then through, the vagina.
laboured breathing /lebəd bri ðŋ/ noun
laboured breathing



difficult breathing, which can be due to various
causes such as asthma
labour pains / lebə penz/ plural noun the
pains felt at regular intervals by a woman as
the muscles of the uterus contract during childbirth
labrum / lebrəm/ noun a ring of cartilage
around the rim of a joint (NOTE: The plural is lalabour pains



labrum



bra.)

labyrinth / lbərnθ/ noun a series of interconnecting tubes, especially those in the inside
of the ear
labyrinth



COMMENT: The labyrinth of the inner ear is in
three parts: the three semicircular canals, the
vestibule and the cochlea. The osseous labyrinth is filled with a fluid (perilymph) and the
membranous labyrinth is a series of ducts and
canals inside the osseous labyrinth. The
membranous labyrinth contains a fluid (endolymph). As the endolymph moves about in the
membranous labyrinth it stimulates the vestib-
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ular nerve which communicates the sense of
movement of the head to the brain. If a person
turns round and round and then stops, the endolymph continues to move and creates the
sensation of giddiness.
labyrinthectomy /lbərn θektəmi/ noun
labyrinthectomy





a surgical operation to remove the labyrinth of
the inner ear (NOTE: The plural is labyrinthectomies.)

labyrinthitis /lbərn θats/ noun same as
labyrinthitis





otitis interna
lacerated / lsəretd/ adjective torn or with
lacerated



a rough edge
lacerated wound /lsəretd wu nd/
noun a wound where the skin is torn, as by a
rough surface or barbed wire
laceration /lsə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a wound
which has been cut or torn with rough edges,
and is not the result of stabbing or pricking 2.
the act of tearing tissue
lachrymal / lkrm(ə)l/ adjective same as
lacerated wound



laceration





lachrymal



lacrimal

lacrimal / lkrm(ə)l/ adjective referring to
tears, the tear ducts or the tear glands. 쒁 nasollacrimal



acrimal

lacrimal apparatus / lkrm(ə)l pə
retəs/ noun the arrangement of glands and
ducts which produce and drain tears. Also
called lacrimal system
lacrimal bone / lkrm(ə)l bəυn/ noun one
of two little bones which join with others to
form the orbits
lacrimal canaliculus /lkrm(ə)l knə
lkjυləs/ noun a small canal draining tears
into the lacrimal sac
lacrimal
caruncle /lkrm(ə)l kə
r"ŋk(ə)l/ noun a small red point at the inner
corner of each eye
lacrimal duct / lkrm(ə)l d"kt/ noun a
small duct leading from the lacrimal gland.
Also called tear duct
lacrimal gland / lkrm(ə)l &lnd/ noun a
gland beneath the upper eyelid which secretes
tears. Also called tear gland
lacrimal puncta /lkrm(ə)l p"ŋktə/ plural noun small openings of the lacrimal canaliculus at the corners of the eyes through which
tears drain into the nose
lacrimal sac /lkrm(ə)l sk/ noun a sac
at the upper end of the nasolacrimal duct, linking it with the lacrimal canaliculus
lacrimal system / lkrm(ə)l sstəm/
noun same as lacrimal apparatus
lacrimation /lkr meʃ(ə)n/ noun the production of tears
lacrimator / lkrmetə/ noun a substance
which irritates the eyes and makes tears flow
lacrymal / lkrml/, lachrymal / lkrm(ə)l/
adjective another spelling of lacrimal
lact- /lkt/ prefix same as lacto- (used before
lacrimal apparatus





lacrimal bone



lacrimal canaliculus





lacrimal caruncle





lacrimal duct



lacrimal gland



lacrimal puncta



lacrimal sac



lacrimal system



lacrimation





lacrimator



lacrymal



lact-

vowels)



lactase / lktez/ noun an enzyme, secreted
in the small intestine, which converts milk
sugar into glucose and galactose
lactate /lk tet/ verb to produce milk in the
body (NOTE: lactating – lactated)
lactation /lk teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the production of milk in the body 2. the period during
which a mother is breastfeeding a baby
lactase



lactate



lactation



COMMENT: Lactation is stimulated by the production of the hormone prolactin by the pituitary gland. It starts about three days after
childbirth, before which period the breasts secrete colostrum.
lacteal / lktiəl/ adjective referring to milk 쐽
lacteal



noun a lymph vessel in a villus which helps the

digestive process in the small intestine by absorbing fat
lactic / lktk/ adjective relating to milk
lactic acid /lktk sd/ noun a sugar
which forms in cells and tissue, and also in
sour milk, cheese and yoghurt
lactic



lactic acid



COMMENT: Lactic acid is produced as the body
uses up sugar during exercise. Excessive
amounts of lactic acid in the body can produce
muscle cramp.
lactiferous /lk tfərəs/ adjective produclactiferous



ing, secreting or carrying milk
lactiferous duct /lktfərəs d"kt/ noun a
duct in the breast which carries milk
lactiferous sinus /lktfərəs sanəs/
noun a dilatation of the lactiferous duct at the
base of the nipple
lacto- prefix referring to milk
Lactobacillus /lktəυbə sləs/ noun a genus of Gram-positive bacteria which produces
lactic acid from glucose and may be found in
the digestive tract and the vagina
lactogenic hormone /lktəυdenk
hɔ məυn/ noun same as prolactin
lactose / lktəυs/ noun a type of sugar found
in milk
lactose intolerance / lktəυs ntɒlərəns/
noun a condition in which a person cannot digest lactose because lactase is absent in the intestine or because of an allergy to milk, causing diarrhoea
lactosuria /lktəυ sjυəriə/ noun the excretion of lactose in the urine
lactovegetarian
/lktəυved teəriən/
noun a person who does not eat meat, but eats
vegetables, fruit, dairy produce and eggs and
sometimes fish 쑗 He has been a lactovegetarian for twenty years. Compare vegan, vegetarlactiferous duct



lactiferous sinus



lacto-

Lactobacillus





lactogenic hormone





lactose



lactose intolerance





lactosuria





lactovegetarian





ian

lactulose / lktjυləυs/ noun an artificially
produced sugar used as a laxative
lacuna /l kju nə/ noun a small hollow or
cavity (NOTE: The plural is lacunae.)
lacunar /l kju nə/ adjective relating to hollows or cavities in tissue such as in bone or
cartilage, especially ones that are unusual
lactulose



lacuna



lacunar
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Laënnec’s cirrhosis /leəneks sə rəυss/
noun the commonest form of alcoholic cirrhosis of the liver [Described 1819. After René
Laënnec’s cirrhosis





Théophile Hyacinthe Laennec (1781–1826),
Professor of medicine at the Collège de France,
and inventor of the stethoscope.]
laevocardia /li vəυ kɑ diə/ noun the condilaevocardia





tion of having the heart in the usual position,
with the apex towards the left side of the body.
Compare dextrocardia
-lalia /leliə/ suffix speech or a speech disorder
lambda / lmdə/ noun 1. the 11th letter of the
Greek alphabet 2. the point at the back of the
skull where the sagittal suture and lambdoidal
suture meet
lambdoid / lmdɔd/ adjective shaped like
the capital Greek letter lambda, like an upside
down V or y
lambdoid suture /lmdɔd su tʃə/, lambdoidal suture /lmdɔd(ə)l su tʃə/ noun a
horizontal joint across the back of the skull between the parietal and occipital bones
lamblia / lmbliə/ noun same as Giardia
lambliasis /lm blaəss/ noun same as gia-lalia

lambda



lambdoid



lambdoid suture





lamblia



lambliasis



rdiasis
lame /lem/ adjective not able to walk easily
lame

because of pain, stiffness or damage in a leg or
foot (NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
lamella /lə melə/ noun 1. a thin sheet of tissue
2. a thin disc placed under the eyelid to apply
a drug to the eye (NOTE: The plural is lamellae.)
lameness / lemnəs/ noun the inability to
walk normally because of pain, stiffness or
damage in a leg or foot
lamina / lmnə/ noun 1. a thin membrane 2.
a side part of the posterior arch in a vertebra
lamella



lameness



lamina



(NOTE: The plural is laminae.)
lamina propria /lmnə prəυpriə/ noun
lamina propria



the connective tissue of mucous membranes
containing, e.g., blood vessels and lymphatic
tissues
laminectomy /lm nektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut through the lamina of a
vertebra in the spine to get to the spinal cord.
Also called rachiotomy (NOTE: The plural is
laminectomy





laminectomies.)

lamotrigine /lə mɒtrdi n/ noun a drug that
helps to control petit mal epilepsy
lance /lɑ ns/ verb to make a cut in a boil or abscess to remove the pus
lancet / lɑ nst/ noun 1. a sharp two-edged
pointed knife formerly used in surgery 2. a
small pointed implement used to take a small
capillary blood sample, e.g. to measure blood
glucose levels
lancinate / lɑ nsnet/ verb to lacerate or cut
something (NOTE: lancinating – lancinated)
lancinating / lɑ nsnetŋ/ adjective referring to pain which is sharp and cutting
Landry’s paralysis /lndrz pə rləss/
noun same as Guillain-Barré syndrome (see)
lamotrigine



lance

lancet



lancinate



lancinating



Landry’s paralysis





laryngeal prominence

[After Jean-Baptiste Octave Landry (1826–65),
French physician]
Landsteiner’s classification /lndstanəz
klsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun same as ABO system
Langerhans’ cells / lŋəhns selz/ plural
noun cells on the outer layers of the skin
Langer’s lines / lŋəz lanz/ plural noun the
Landsteiner’s classification





Langerhans’ cells



Langer’s lines



arrangement of collagen protein fibres which
causes the usual skin creases. Cuts made along
these lines sever fewer fibres and heal better
than other cuts. Also called cleavage lines
Lange test / lŋ&ə test/ noun a method of
detecting globulin in the cerebrospinal fluid
Lange test



[Described 1912. After Carl Friedrich August
Lange (b. 1883), German physician.]
lanolin / lnəln/ noun grease from sheep’s
lanolin



wool which absorbs water and is used to rub
on dried skin, or in the preparation of cosmetics
lanugo /lə nju &əυ/ noun 1. soft hair on the
body of a fetus or newborn baby 2. soft hair on
the body of an adult, except on the palms of the
hands, the soles of the feet and the parts where
long hair grows
laparo- /lpərəυ/ prefix the lower abdomen
laparoscope / lpərəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument which is inserted through a hole
in the abdominal wall to allow a surgeon to examine the inside of the abdominal cavity. Also
called peritoneoscope
laparoscopic /lpərə skɒpk/ adjective using a laparoscope
laparoscopic surgery /lpərə skɒpk
s! dəri/ noun same as keyhole surgery
laparoscopy /lpə rɒskəpi/ noun a procedure in which a laparoscope is used to examine
the inside of the abdominal cavity. Also called
lanugo



laparo-

laparoscope



laparoscopic





laparoscopic surgery





laparoscopy





peritoneoscopy (NOTE: The plural is laparoscopies.)
laparotomy /lpə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
laparotomy





operation to cut open the abdominal cavity

(NOTE: The plural is laparotomies.)
large intestine /lɑ d n testn/ noun the
large intestine



section of the digestive system from the caecum to the rectum
Lariam / lriəm/ a trade name for mefloquine hydrochloride
larva / lɑ və/ noun a stage in the development
of an insect or tapeworm, after the egg has
hatched but before the animal becomes adult
Lariam



larva



(NOTE: The plural is larvae.)
laryng- /lərnd/ prefix same as laryngo(used before vowels)
laryngeal /lə rndiəl/ adjective referring to
laryng-

laryngeal



the larynx
laryngeal inlet /lərndiəl nlət/ noun the
entrance from the laryngopharynx leading
through the vocal cords to the trachea
laryngeal
prominence
/lə rndiəl
prɒmnəns/ noun same as Adam’s apple
laryngeal inlet



laryngeal prominence
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laryngeal reflex /lərndiəl ri fleks/ noun
the reflex that makes a person cough
laryngectomy /lrn dektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove the larynx, usually as treatment for throat cancer (NOTE: The plularyngeal reflex



laryngectomy





ral is laryngectomies.)
larynges /lə rndi z/ plural of larynx
laryngismus /lrn dzməs/, laryngismus
stridulus /lrndzməs strdjυləs/ noun a
larynges



laryngismus







spasm of the throat muscles with a sharp intake
of breath which occurs when the larynx is irritated, as in children who have croup
laryngitis /lrn dats/ noun inflammation of the larynx
laryngo- /lərŋ&əυ/ prefix larynx
laryngofissure /lərŋ&əυ fʃə/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening into the
larynx through the thyroid cartilage
laryngologist /lrn &ɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in diseases of the larynx, throat and vocal cords
laryngology /lrn &ɒlədi/ noun the study
of diseases of the larynx, throat and vocal
cords
laryngomalacia /lərŋ&əυmə leʃə/ noun a
condition in which breathing is made difficult
by softness of the larynx, occurring mainly in
children under the age of two
laryngopharyngeal
/lərŋn&əυfə rn
diəl/ adjective referring to both the larynx and
the pharynx
laryngopharynx /lərŋ&əυ frŋks/ noun
the part of the pharynx below the hyoid bone
laryngoscope /lə rŋ&əskəυp/ noun an instrument for examining the inside of the larynx
using a light and mirrors
laryngoscopy /lrŋ &ɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the larynx with a laryngoscope
laryngitis





laryngo-

laryngofissure





laryngologist





laryngology





laryngomalacia





laryngopharyngeal





laryngopharynx



laryngoscope



laryngoscopy





(NOTE: The plural is laryngoscopies.)
laryngospasm /lə rŋ&əspzəm/ noun a
laryngospasm



muscular spasm which suddenly closes the larynx
laryngostenosis
/lərŋ&əυstə nəυss/
noun narrowing of the lumen of the larynx
laryngostomy /lrŋ &ɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make a permanent opening
from the neck into the larynx (NOTE: The plural
laryngostenosis





laryngostomy





is laryngostomies.)
laryngotomy /lrŋ &ɒtəmi/ noun a surgilaryngotomy





plural is laryngotomies.)
laryngotracheal /lə rŋ&əυ trekiəl/ adjective relating to both the larynx and the trachea
쑗 laryngotracheal stenosis
laryngotracheobronchitis
/lə rŋ&əυ
trekiəυbrɒŋ kats/ noun inflammation of
laryngotracheal



laryngotracheobronchitis





the larynx, trachea and bronchi, as in croup



(NOTE: The plural is larynges or larynxes.)
COMMENT: The larynx is a hollow passage
made of cartilage, containing the vocal cords,
situated behind the Adam’s apple. It is closed
by the epiglottis when swallowing or before
coughing.
laser / lezə/ noun an instrument which prolaser



duces a highly concentrated beam of light
which can be used to cut or attach tissue, as in
operations for a detached retina
laser laparoscopy /lezə lpə rɒskəpi/
noun surgery performed through a laparoscope
using a laser
laser probe / lezə prəυb/ noun a metal
probe which is inserted into the body and
through which a laser beam can be passed to
remove a blockage in an artery
laser surgery / lezə s! dəri/ noun surgery using lasers, e.g. for the removal of tumours, sealing blood vessels, or the correction
of shortsightedness
Lasix / lezks/ a trade name for frusemide
Lassa fever / lsə fi və/ noun a highly infectious and often fatal virus disease found in
Central and West Africa, causing high fever,
pains, and ulcers in the mouth [After a village in
laser laparoscopy







laser probe



laser surgery



Lasix



Lassa fever



northern Nigeria where the fever was first reported]
Lassar’s paste / lsəz pest/ noun an ointLassar’s paste



ment made of zinc oxide, used to treat eczema

[After Oskar Lassar (1849–1907), German dermatologist]
lassitude / lstju d/ noun a state where a
lassitude



person does not want to do anything, sometimes because he or she is depressed
lata / ltə/ 쏡 fascia lata
latent / let(ə)nt/ adjective referring to a disease which is present in the body but does not
show any signs 쑗 The children were tested for
latent viral infection.
lateral / lt(ə)rəl/ adjective 1. further away
from the midline of the body 2. referring to one
side of the body
lateral aspect /lt(ə)rəl spekt/ noun a
view of the side of part of the body. Also called
lateral view. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
lateral
epicondyle /lt(ə)rəl ep
kɒndal/, lateral epicondyle of the humerus
/lt(ə)rəl epkɒndal əv ðə hju mərəs/
noun a lateral projection on the rounded end of
the humerus at the elbow joint
lateral epicondylitis /lt(ə)rəl epkɒnd
lats/ noun same as tennis elbow
lateral fissure /lt(ə)rəl fʃə/ noun a
groove along the side of each cerebral hemisphere
laterally / ltrəli/ adverb towards or on the
side of the body. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
lata



latent



lateral



lateral aspect



lateral epicondyle





cal operation to make an opening in the larynx
through the membrane, especially in an emergency, when the throat is blocked (NOTE: The


larynx / lrŋks/ noun the organ in the throat
which produces sounds. Also called voice box
larynx





lateral epicondylitis



lateral fissure



laterally
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lateral malleolus /lt(ə)rəl mə li ələs/
noun the part of the end of the fibula which
protrudes on the outside of the ankle
lateral view /lt(ə)rəl vju / noun same as
lateral malleolus





lateral view



lateral aspect

lateroversion /lt(ə)rəυ v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition in which an organ is turned to one
side
latissimus dorsi /lətsməs dɔ si/ noun a
large flat triangular muscle covering the lumbar region and the lower part of the chest
laudanum / lɔ d(ə)nəm/ noun a solution of
opium in alcohol that was formerly in widespread use for pain relief
laughing gas / lɑ fŋ &s/ noun same as nilateroversion





latissimus dorsi



laudanum



laughing gas



trous oxide (informal )
lavage / lvd, l vɑ / noun the act of
lavage





washing out or irrigating an organ such as the
stomach
laxative / lksətv/ adjective causing a bowel movement 쐽 noun a medicine which causes
a bowel movement, e.g. bisacodyl, which
stimulates intestinal motility, or lactulose
which alters fluid retention in the bowel 왘 also
called (all senses) purgative
laxative



COMMENT: Laxatives are very commonly used
without prescription to treat constipation, although they should only be used as a short
term solution. Change of diet and regular exercise are better ways of treating most types
of constipation.
lazy eye /lezi a/ noun an eye which does
lazy eye



not focus properly without an obvious cause

(informal ) 쒁 amblyopia
LD abbr lethal dose
LDL abbr low-density lipoprotein
L-dopa /el dəυpə/ noun same as levodopa
LE abbr lupus erythematosus
lead /led/ noun a very heavy soft metallic element, which is poisonous in compounds (NOTE:
The chemical symbol is Pb.)
lead-free /led fri / adjective with no lead in
it 쑗 lead-free paint 쑗 lead-free petrol
lead line / led lan/ noun a blue line seen on
LD

LDL

L-dopa

LE

lead

lead-free



lead line



the gums in cases of lead poisoning
lead poisoning /led pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning caused by taking in lead salts. Also
called plumbism, saturnism
lead poisoning

COMMENT: Lead salts are used externally to
treat bruises or eczema, but if taken internally
produce lead poisoning. Lead poisoning can
also be caused by paint (children’s toys must
be painted in lead-free paint) or by lead fumes
from car engines not using lead-free petrol.
learning / l! nŋ/ noun the act of gaining
learning



knowledge of something or of how to do
something
learning disability / l! nŋ dsəblti/,
learning difficulty / l! nŋ dfk(ə)lti/ noun a
condition that results in someone finding it difficult to learn skills or information at the same
rate as others of similar age 쑗 children with
learning disabilities
learning disability







leishmaniasis

LE cells /el i selz/ plural noun white blood
cells which show that someone has lupus erythematosus
lecithin / lesθn/ noun a chemical which is a
constituent of all animal and plant cells and is
involved in the transport and absorption of fats
leech /li tʃ/ noun a blood-sucking parasitic
worm which lives in water, occasionally used
in specialist procedures
LE cells



lecithin



leech

COMMENT: Leeches were formerly commonly
used in medicine to remove blood from a patient. Today they are used in special cases,
where it is necessary to make sure that blood
does not build up in part of the body, e.g. in a
severed finger which has been sewn back on.
left-handed /left hndd/ adjective using
left-handed



the left hand in preference to the right in most
everyday tasks
left-handedness /left hnddnəs/ noun
the fact of being left-handed
leg /le&/ noun a part of the body with which a
person or animal walks and stands
left-handedness



leg

COMMENT: The leg is formed of the thigh, with
the thighbone or femur, the knee with the
kneecap or patella, and the lower leg, with two
bones – the tibia and fibula.
legal abortion /li &(ə)l ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun an
legal abortion





abortion which is carried out legally
Legg-Calvé disease /le& klve dzi z/,
Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease / le& klve
p! tz dzi z/ noun degeneration of the upper end of the thighbone in young boys, which
prevents the bone growing properly and can
result in a permanent limp [Described 1910
Legg-Calvé disease









separately by all three workers. Arthur Thornton
Legg (1874–1939), American orthopaedic surgeon; Jacques Calvé (1875–1954), French orthopaedic surgeon; Georg Clemens Perthes
(1869–1927), German surgeon.]
Legionnaires’ disease /li də neəz d
zi z/ noun a bacterial disease similar to pneuLegionnaires’ disease





monia

COMMENT: The disease is thought to be transmitted in droplets of moisture in the air, and so
the bacterium is found in central air-conditioning systems. It can be fatal to elderly or sick
people, and so is especially dangerous if
present in a hospital.
leio- /leəυ/ prefix smooth or smoothness
leiomyoma /laəυma əυmə/ noun a tuleio-

leiomyoma





mour of smooth muscle, especially the smooth
muscle coating the uterus (NOTE: The plural is
leiomyomas or leiomyomata.)
leiomyosarcoma /laəυmaəυsɑ kəυmə/
noun a sarcoma in which large bundles of
smooth muscle are found (NOTE: The plural is
leiomyosarcomas or leiomyosarcomata.)
Leishmania /li ʃ meniə/ noun a tropical
leiomyosarcoma







Leishmania



parasite which is passed to humans by the bites
of sandflies and causes the group of infections
known as leishmaniasis
leishmaniasis /li ʃmə naəss/ noun a disease caused by the parasite Leishmania, one
leishmaniasis
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form of which causes disfiguring ulcers, while
another attacks the liver and bone marrow
Lembert’s suture / lɑ mbeəz su tʃə/ noun
a suture used to close a wound in the intestine
which includes all the coats of the intestine
Lembert’s suture



[Described 1826. After Antoine Lembert (1802–
51), French surgeon.]
lens /lenz/ noun 1. the part of the eye behind
lens

the iris and pupil, which focuses light coming
from the cornea onto the retina. See illustration at EYE in Supplement 2. a piece of shaped
glass or plastic which forms part of a pair of
spectacles or microscope 3. same as contact
lens

leptospirosis /leptəυspa rəυss/ noun an
infectious disease caused by the spirochaete
Leptospira, transmitted to humans from rat
urine, causing jaundice and kidney damage.
Also called Weil’s disease
leresis /lə ri ss/ noun uncoordinated speech,
a sign of dementia
lesbian / lezbiən/ noun a woman who experiences sexual attraction towards other women
쐽 adjective referring to a lesbian
lesbianism / lezbiənz(ə)m/ noun sexual attraction in one woman for another. Compare
leptospirosis





leresis



lesbian



lesbianism



homosexuality

Lesch-Nyhan disease /leʃ nahən d
zi z/, Lesch-Nyhan syndrome /leʃ nahən
sndrəυm/ noun a rare genetic disorder in
boys caused by a lack of the enzyme HPRT.
Symptoms include uncontrolled muscle movements and learning disabilities, and life expectancy is 20 – 25.
lesion / li (ə)n/ noun a wound, sore or damage to the body (NOTE: Used to refer to any damLesch-Nyhan disease



COMMENT:

The lens in the eye is elastic, and
can change its shape under the influence of
the ciliary muscle, to allow the eye to focus on
objects at different distances.
lens implant /lenz mplɑ nt/ noun an artifilens implant

cial lens implanted in the eye when the natural
lens is removed, as in the case of cataract
lenticular /len tkjυlə/ adjective referring to
or like a lens
lentigo /len ta&əυ/ noun a small brown spot
on the skin often caused by exposure to sunlight. Also called freckle (NOTE: The plural is
lenticular



lentigo



lentigines.)

leontiasis /li ɒn taəss/ noun a rare disorder in which the skull bones become enlarged
and may give the appearance of a lion’s head.
It occurs if Paget’s disease is not treated.
lepidosis /lep dəυss/ noun a skin eruption
in which pieces of skin fall off in flakes
leproma /le prəυmə/ noun a lesion of the
skin caused by leprosy (NOTE: The plural is lepleontiasis





lepidosis





leproma



romas or lepromata.)
leprosy / leprəsi/ noun an infectious bacterileprosy



al disease of skin and peripheral nerves caused
by Mycobacterium leprae, which destroys the
tissues and causes severe disfigurement if left
untreated. Also called Hansen’s disease
COMMENT:

Leprosy attacks the nerves in the
skin, and finally the patient loses all feeling in
a limb, and parts such as fingers or toes can
drop off.
leptin / leptn/ noun a hormone produced by
leptin



fat cells that signals the body’s level of hunger
to the hypothalamus of the brain
lepto- /leptəυ/ prefix thin
leptocyte / leptəsat/ noun a thin red blood
cell found in anaemia
leptomeninges /leptəυme nndi z/ plural
noun the two inner meninges, the pia mater
and arachnoid
leptomeningitis /leptəυmenn dats/
noun inflammation of the leptomeninges
Leptospira /leptəυ sparə/ noun a genus of
bacteria excreted continuously in the urine of
rats and many domestic animals. It can infect
humans, causing leptospirosis or Weil’s disease.
lepto-

leptocyte



leptomeninges





leptomeningitis



Leptospira











lesion



age to the body, from the fracture of a bone to a
cut on the skin.)
lesser / lesə/ adjective smaller
lesser circulation /lesə s! kjυ leʃ(ə)n/
noun same as pulmonary circulation
lesser trochanter /lesə trə kntə/ noun a
lesser



lesser circulation





lesser trochanter





projection on the femur which is the insertion
of the psoas major muscle
lesser vestibular gland /lesə ve stbjυlə
&lnd/ noun the more anterior of the vestibular glands
lethal / li θ(ə)l/ adjective killing or able to kill
쑗 These fumes are lethal if inhaled.
lethal dose / li θl dəυs/ noun the amount of
a drug or other substance which will kill the
person who takes it 쑗 She took a lethal dose of
aspirin. Abbr LD
lethal gene /li θ(ə)l di n/, lethal mutation
/li θ(ə)l mju teʃ(ə)n/ noun a gene, usually
recessive, that results in the premature death of
an individual who inherits it, e.g. the gene controlling sickle-cell anaemia
lethargic /l θɑ dk/ adjective showing lethargy
lethargic encephalitis /ləθɑ dk en
kefə lats/ noun a common type of virus encephalitis occurring in epidemics in the 1920s.
Also called encephalitis lethargica, sleepy
lesser vestibular gland





lethal



lethal dose



lethal gene







lethargic



lethargic encephalitis







sickness

lethargy / leθədi/ noun a state in which
someone is not mentally alert, has slow movements and is almost inactive
Letterer-Siwe disease /letərə si we d
z z/ noun a usually fatal disease, most common in infants, caused by the overproduction
of a specialised type of immune cell
leucine / lu si n/ noun an essential amino
acid
leuco- / lu kəυ/, leuko- /lu kəυ/ prefix white
lethargy



Letterer-Siwe disease



leucine



leuco-
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leucocyte / lu kəsat/, leukocyte noun a
white blood cell which contains a nucleus but
has no haemoglobin
leucocyte



COMMENT: In average conditions the blood
contains far fewer leucocytes than erythrocytes (red blood cells), but their numbers increase rapidly when infection is present in the
body. Leucocytes are either granular (with
granules in the cytoplasm) or nongranular.
The main types of leucocyte are: lymphocytes
and monocytes which are nongranular, and
neutrophils, eosinophils and basophils which
are granular (granulocytes). Granular leucocytes are produced by the bone marrow, and
their main function is to remove foreign particles from the blood and fight infection by forming antibodies.

leucocytolysis /lu kəυsa tɒləss/, leukocytolysis /lu kəsa tɒləss/ noun destruction
of leucocytes
leucocytosis /lu kəυsa təυss/, leukocytosis /lu kəsa təυss/ noun an increase in the
numbers of leucocytes in the blood above the
usual upper limit, in order to fight an infection
leucodeplete /lu kəυd pli t/, leukodeplete verb to remove white cells from the
blood (NOTE: leucodepleting – leucodepleted)
leucoderma /lu kəυ d! mə/, leukoderma
noun same as vitiligo
leucolysin /lu kəυ lasn/, leukolysin noun
a protein which destroys white blood cells
leucoma /lu kəυmə/, leukoma noun a white
scar of the cornea (NOTE: The plural is leucoleucocytolysis







leucocytosis







leucodeplete





leucoderma





leucolysin





leucoma



mas or leucomata.)

leuconychia /lu kəυ nkiə/, leukonychia
noun a condition in which white marks appear
on the fingernails
leucopenia /lu kə pi niə/, leukopenia noun
a reduction in the number of leucocytes in the
blood, usually as the result of a disease
leucoplakia /lu kəυ plkiə/, leukoplakia
noun a condition in which white patches form
on mucous membranes, e.g. on the tongue or
inside of the mouth
leucopoiesis /lu kəυpɔ i ss/, leukopoiesis noun the production of leucocytes
leucorrhoea /lu kə ri ə/, leukorrhoea noun
an excessive discharge of white mucus from
the vagina. Also called whites (NOTE: The US
leuconychia





leucopenia





leucoplakia





leucopoiesis





leucorrhoea





spelling is leukorrhea.)

leukaemia /lu ki miə/ noun any of several
malignant diseases where an unusual number
of leucocytes form in the blood (NOTE: The US
leukaemia



spelling is leukemia.)
COMMENT: Apart from the increase in the
number of leucocytes, the symptoms include
swelling of the spleen and the lymph glands.
There are several forms of leukaemia: the
commonest is acute lymphoblastic leukaemia
which is the commonest cancer occurring in
children and can be treated by radiotherapy.
leuko- /lu kəυ/ prefix same as leucoleuko-

lichenoid

levator /lə vetə/ noun 1. a surgical instrument for lifting pieces of fractured bone 2. a
muscle which lifts a limb or a part of the body
level of care /lev(ə)l əv keə/ noun any of
the planned divisions within the system of
health care which is offered by a particular organisation 쑗 Our care homes offer six different
levels of care to allow the greatest independence possible.
levodopa /li və dəυpə/ noun a natural
chemical that stimulates the production of
dopamine in the brain and is used to treat Parkinson’s disease
levonorgestrel /li vəυnɔ destrəl/ noun
an artificially produced female sex hormone,
used mostly in birth control pills or capsules
Lewy body / lu wi bɒdi/ noun an unusual
deposit of protein in neurons in the brain
Lewy body dementia /lu wi bɒdi d
menʃə/ noun a disease characterised by the
presence of Lewy bodies in the brain, which
affects the mental processes. It is similar to
Alzheimer’s disease, but people with it are
more prone to hallucinations and delusions.
Leydig cells / lad& selz/ plural noun testosterone-producing cells between the tubules in
the testes. Also called interstitial cells [Delevator



level of care



levodopa





levonorgestrel





Lewy body



Lewy body dementia





Leydig cells



scribed 1850. After Franz von Leydig (1821–
1908), Professor of Histology at Würzburg, Tübingen and then Bonn, Germany.]
Leydig tumour / lad& tju mə/ noun a tuLeydig tumour



mour of the Leydig cells of the testis. It often
releases testosterone, which makes young
boys show early signs of maturing.
l.g.v. abbr lymphogranuloma venereum
LH abbr luteinising hormone
libido /l bi dəυ/ noun 1. the sexual urge 2. (in
psychology) a force which drives the unconscious mind
Librium / lbriəm/ a trade name for chlordiazepoxide
lice /las/ plural of louse
licence / las(ə)ns/ noun an official document which allows someone to do something,
e.g. one allowing a doctor to practise, a pharmacist to make and sell drugs or, in the USA,
a nurse to practise 쑗 He was practising as a
doctor without a licence. 쑗 She is sitting her
registered nurse licence examination. (NOTE:
l.g.v.

LH

libido



Librium



lice

licence



The US spelling is license.)
licensure / lasənʃə/ noun US the act of lilicensure



censing a nurse to practise nursing
licentiate /la senʃiət/ noun a person who
has been given a licence to practise as a doctor
lichen / laken/ noun a type of skin disease
with thick skin and small lesions
lichenification /lakenf keʃ(ə)n/ noun a
thickening of the skin at the site of a lesion
lichenoid / lakənɔd/ adjective like lichen
licentiate



lichen



lichenification



lichenoid





Medicine.fm Page 222 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

lichen planus

222

lichen planus /laken plenəs/ noun a skin
disease where itchy purple spots appear on the
arms and thighs
lid /ld/ noun the top which covers a container
쑗 a medicine bottle with a child-proof lid
lidocaine / ladəken/ noun US a drug used
as a local anaesthetic. Also called lignocaine
lie /la/ noun same as lie of fetus 쐽 verb to be
in a flat position 쑗 The accident victim was lying on the pavement. 쑗 Make sure the patient
lies still and does not move. (NOTE: lying – lay
lichen planus



lid

lidocaine



lie

– lain)

Lieberkühn’s glands / li bəku nz &lndz/
plural noun same as crypts of Lieberkühn
lien- /laən/ prefix spleen
lienal / laən(ə)l/ adjective relating to or affecting the spleen 쑗 the lienal artery
lienculus /lə eŋkjυləs/ noun a small secondary spleen sometimes found in the body (NOTE:
Lieberkühn’s glands



lien-

lienal



lienculus



The plural is lienculi.)
lienorenal /laənəυ ri n(ə)l/ adjective relatlienorenal





ing to or affecting both the spleen and the kidneys
lientery / laəntri/, lienteric diarrhoea /
laənterk daə ri ə/ noun a form of diarrhoea where the food passes through the intestine rapidly without being digested
lie of fetus /la əv fi təs/ noun the position
of the fetus in the uterus 쑗 Cause of rupture:
abnormal lie of fetus.
life /laf/ noun the quality that makes a person
or thing alive and not dead or inorganic 쑗 The
surgeons saved the patient’s life. 쑗 Her life is
in danger because the drugs are not available.
쑗 The victim showed no sign of life.
life event / laf vent/ noun a significant
event which alters a person’s status as regards
taxation, insurance or employment benefits,
e.g. the birth of a child or the onset of a disability
life expectancy /laf k spektənsi/ noun the
number of years a person of a particular age is
likely to live
life-saving equipment /laf sevŋ 
kwpmənt/ noun equipment kept ready in
case of an emergency, e.g. boats, stretchers or
first-aid kits
life-support system /laf sə pɔ t sstəm/
noun a machine that takes over one or more vital functions such as breathing when someone
is unable to survive unaided because of a disease or injury
life-threatening disease /laf θret(ə)nŋ
d zi z/ noun a disease which may kill
lift /lft/ noun 1. a particular way of carrying
an injured or unconscious person 쑗 a fourhanded lift 쑗 a shoulder lift 2. a cosmetic operation to remove signs of age or to change a
body feature 쑗 a face lift
lientery







lie of fetus



life

life event





life expectancy



life-saving equipment





life-support system



life-threatening disease

lift

ligament / l&əmənt/ noun a thick band of fibrous tissue which connects the bones at a
joint and forms the joint capsule
ligate / la&et/ verb to tie something with a
ligature, e.g. to tie a blood vessel to stop bleeding or to tie the Fallopian tubes as a sterilisation procedure (NOTE: ligating – ligated)
ligation /la &eʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to tie up a blood vessel
ligature / l&ətʃə/ noun a thread used to tie
vessels or a lumen, e.g. to tie a blood vessel to
stop bleeding 쐽 verb same as ligate (NOTE: ligligament



ligate



ligation



ligature



aturing – ligatured)

light /lat/ adjective 1. bright so that a person
can see 쑗 At six o’clock in the morning it was
just getting light. 2. referring to hair or skin
which is very pale 쑗 She has a very light complexion. 쑗 He has light-coloured hair. 3.
weighing a comparatively small amount 쐽
noun the energy that makes things bright and
helps a person to see 쑗 There’s not enough
light in here to take a photo.
light adaptation / lat dpteʃ(ə)n/ noun
changes in the eye to adapt to an unusually
bright or dim light or to adapt to light after being in darkness
lightening / latənŋ/ noun a late stage in
pregnancy where the fetus goes down into the
pelvic cavity
lightning pains / latnŋ penz/ plural noun
sharp pains in the legs in someone who has
tabes dorsalis
light reflex / lat ri fleks/ noun same as pulight

light adaptation





lightening



lightning pains



light reflex



pillary reaction

light therapy / lat θerəpi/, light treatment
/ lat tri tmənt/ noun the treatment of a dislight therapy





order by exposing the person to light such as
sunlight or infrared light
light wave / lat wev/ noun a wave travelling in all directions from a source of light
which stimulates the retina and is visible
lignocaine / l&nəken/ noun same as lidolight wave



lignocaine



caine

limb /lm/ noun one of the legs or arms
limbi / lmbi/ plural of limbus
limbic system / lmbk sstəm/ noun a system of nerves in the brain, including the hippocampus, the amygdala and the hypothalamus, which are associated with emotions such
as fear and anger
limb lead / lm li d/ noun an electrode attached to an arm or leg when taking an electrocardiogram
limb lengthening / lm leŋθənŋ/ noun a
procedure in which an arm or a leg is made
longer. Its bone is divided in two and new bone
forms in the gap between the ends.
limbless / lmləs/ adjective lacking one or
more limbs
limb

limbi



limbic system



limb lead



limb lengthening



limbless
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limbus / lmbəs/ noun an edge, especially the
edge of the cornea where it joins the sclera
limbus



(NOTE: The plural is limbi.)
liminal / lmn(ə)l/ adjective referring to a
liminal



stimulus at the lowest level which can be
sensed
limp /lmp/ noun a way of walking awkwardly
because of pain, stiffness or malformation of a
leg or foot 쑗 She walks with a limp. 쐽 verb to
walk awkwardly because of pain, stiffness or
malformation of a leg or foot 쑗 He was still
limping three weeks after the accident.
linctus / lŋktəs/ noun a sweet cough medicine
line /lan/ 쏡 catheter
linea / lniə/ noun a thin line (NOTE: The plural
limp

linctus



line

linea



is lineae.)

lipolytic enzyme

linolenic acid /lnəυlenk sd/ noun one
of the essential fatty acids, found in linseed
and other natural oils
lint /lnt/ noun thick flat cotton wadding, used
as part of a surgical dressing
liothyronine /laəυ θarəυni n/ noun a hormone produced by the thyroid gland which can
be artificially synthesised for use as a rapidacting treatment for hypothyroidism
lip /lp/ noun 1. each of two fleshy muscular
parts round the edge of the mouth 쑗 Her lips
were dry and cracked. 2. an edge of flesh
round an opening 3. same as labium
lipaemia /l pi miə/ noun an excessive
amount of fat in the blood (NOTE: The US spelllinolenic acid



lint

liothyronine





lip

lipaemia



ing is lipemia.)
lipase / lpez/ noun an enzyme which breaks
down fats in the intestine. Also called lipolytic
enzyme
lipid / lpd/ noun an organic compound
lipase



linea alba /lniə lbə/ noun a tendon running from the breastbone to the pubic area, to
which abdominal muscles are attached (NOTE:
linea alba



The plural is lineae albae.)
linea nigra /lniə na&rə/ noun a dark line
linea nigra



on the skin from the navel to the pubis which
appears during the later months of pregnancy

(NOTE: The plural is lineae nigrae.)
linear / lniə/ adjective 1. long and narrow in
shape 2. able to be represented by a straight
linear



line
lingual / lŋ&wəl/ adjective referring to the
tongue
lingual artery /ln&wəl ɑ təri/ noun an artery which supplies blood to the tongue
lingual tonsil /lŋ&wəl tɒns(ə)l/ noun a
mass of lymphoid tissue on the top surface of
the back of the tongue
lingual vein /ln&wəl ven/ noun a vein
which takes blood away from the tongue
lingula / lŋ&jυlə/ noun a long thin piece of
bone or other tissue 쑗 the lingula of the left
lung (NOTE: The plural is lingulae.)
lingular / lŋ&jυlə/ adjective relating to a lingula
liniment / lnmənt/ noun an oily liquid
rubbed on the skin to ease the pain or stiffness
of a sprain or bruise by acting as a vasodilator
or counterirritant. Also called embrocation
lining / lanŋ/ noun a substance or tissue on
the inside of an organ 쑗 the thick lining of the
aorta
link /lŋk/ verb 1. to join things together 쑗 The
ankle bone links the bones of the lower leg to
the calcaneus. 2. to be related to or associated
with something 쑗 Health is linked to diet.
linkage / lŋkd/ noun (of genes) the fact of
being close together on a chromosome, and
therefore likely to be inherited together
linoleic acid /lnəυli k sd/ noun one of
the essential fatty acids, found in grains and
seeds
lingual



lingual artery



lingual tonsil



lingual vein



lingula



lingular



liniment



lining



link

linkage



linoleic acid



lipid



which is insoluble in water, e.g. a fat, oil or
wax

COMMENT: Lipids are not water soluble. They
float in the blood and can attach themselves
to the walls of arteries causing atherosclerosis.
lipid-lowering drug / lpd ləυərŋ dr"&/
lipid-lowering drug



noun a drug which lowers serum triglycerides

and low-density lipoprotein cholesterol and
raises high-density lipoprotein cholesterol to
reduce the progression of coronary artherosclerosis. Lipid-lowering drugs are used in
people with, or at high risk of developing coronary heart disease. (NOTE: Lipid-lowering drugs
have names ending in -fibrate: bezafibrate.)

lipid metabolism /lpd mə tbəlz(ə)m/
noun the series of chemical changes by which
lipids are broken down into fatty acids
lipidosis /lp dəυss/ noun a disorder of lipid metabolism in which subcutaneous fat is
not present in some parts of the body
lipochondrodystrophy /lpəυkɒndrəυ
dstrəfi/ noun a congenital disorder affecting
lipid metabolism, the bones and the main organs, causing learning difficulties and physical
deformity
lipodystrophy /lpəυ dstrəfi/ noun a disorder of lipid metabolism
lipogenesis /lpəυ denəss/ noun the production or making of deposits of fat
lipoid / lpɔd/ noun a compound lipid, or a
fatty substance such as cholesterol which is
like a lipid 쐽 adjective like a lipid
lipoidosis /lpɔ dəυss/ noun a group of
diseases with reticuloendothelial hyperplasia
and unusual deposits of lipoids in the cells
lipolysis /l pɒlsis/ noun the process of
breaking down fat by lipase
lipolytic enzyme /lpəltk enzam/ noun
same as lipase
lipid metabolism





lipidosis





lipochondrodystrophy



lipodystrophy





lipogenesis





lipoid



lipoidosis





lipolysis



lipolytic enzyme
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lipoma /l pəυmə/ noun a benign tumour
formed of fatty tissue (NOTE: The plural is lipolipoma



mas or lipomata.)

lipomatosis /lpəυmə təυss/ noun an excessive deposit of fat in the tissues in tumourlike masses
lipoprotein /lpəυ prəυti n/ noun a protein
which combines with lipids and carries them
in the bloodstream and lymph system (NOTE:
lipomatosis





lipoprotein





Lipoproteins are classified according to the percentage of protein which they carry.)
liposarcoma /lpəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun a rare
malignant tumour found in fatty tissue (NOTE:
The plural is liposarcomas or liposarcomata.)
liposuction / lpəυs"kʃ(ə)n/ noun the surliposarcoma





liposuction





gical removal of fatty tissue for cosmetic reasons
lipotrophic /lpəυ trɒfk/ adjective referring to a substance which increases the amount
of fat present in the tissues
Lippes loop /lpəz lu p/ noun a type of intrauterine device
lipping / lpŋ/ noun a condition in which
bone tissue grows over other bones
lip salve / lp slv/ noun an ointment, usually sold as a soft stick, used to rub on lips to prevent them cracking
lipuria /l pjυəriə/ noun the presence of fat or
oily emulsion in the urine
liquid diet /lkwd daət/ noun a diet consisting only of liquids 쑗 The clear liquid diet
is a temporary diet used in preparation for surgery.
liquid paraffin /lkwd prəfn/ noun an
oil used as a laxative
liquor / lkə/ noun (in pharmacy) a solution,
usually aqueous, of a pure substance
lisp /lsp/ noun a speech condition in which
someone replaces ‘s’ sounds with ‘th’ 쐽 verb
to talk with a lisp
Listeria /l stəriə/ noun a genus of bacteria
found in domestic animals and in unpasteurised milk products which can cause uterine infection or meningitis
listeriosis /l stəri əυss/ noun an infectious disease transmitted from animals to humans by the bacterium Listeria
listless / lstləs/ adjective weak and tired
listlessness / lstləsnəs/ noun the fact of
being generally weak and tired
liter / li tə/ noun US spelling of litre
lith- /lθ/ prefix same as litho- (used before
lipotrophic





Lippes loop



lipping



lip salve



lipuria



liquid diet



liquid paraffin



liquor



lisp

Listeria



listeriosis





listless



listlessness



liter



lith-

vowels)

lithaemia /l θi miə/ noun an unusual amount
of uric acid in the blood. Also called uricacilithaemia



daemia (NOTE: The US spelling is lithemia.)
lithagogue / lθə&ɒ&/ noun a drug which
lithagogue



helps to remove stones from the urine
lithiasis /l θaəss/ noun the formation of
stones in an organ
lithiasis



lithium / lθiəm/ noun a soft silver-white metallic element that forms compounds, used as a
medical treatment for bipolar disorder
litho- prefix referring to a calculus
litholapaxy /l θɒləpksi/ noun the evacuation of pieces of a stone in the bladder after
crushing it with a lithotrite. Also called lithotlithium



litho-

litholapaxy



rity

lithonephrotomy /lθəυnə frɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a stone in the kidney (NOTE: The plural is lithonephrotomies.)
lithotomy /l θɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a stone from the bladder (NOTE:
lithonephrotomy





lithotomy



The plural is lithotomies.)
lithotomy position /l θɒtəmi pəzʃ(ə)n/
noun a position for some medical examinalithotomy position





tions in which the person lies on his or her
back with the legs flexed and the thighs against
the abdomen
lithotripsy / lθətrpsi/ noun the process of
breaking up kidney or gall bladder stones into
small fragments that the body can eliminate
them unaided
lithotrite / lθətrat/ noun a surgical instrument which crushes a stone in the bladder
lithotrity /l θɒtrti/ noun same as litholalithotripsy



lithotrite



lithotrity



paxy

lithuresis /lθjυ ri ss/ noun the passage of
small stones from the bladder during urination
lithuria /l θjυəriə/ noun the presence of excessive amounts of uric acid or urates in the
urine
litmus / ltməs/ noun a substance which turns
red in acid and blue in alkali
litmus paper / ltməs pepə/ noun a small
piece of paper impregnated with litmus, used
to test for acidity or alkalinity
litre / li tə/ noun a unit of measurement of liquids equal to 1.76 pints. Abbr l, L (NOTE: With
lithuresis





lithuria



litmus



litmus paper



litre



figures, usually written l or L: 2.5l, but it can be
written in full to avoid confusion with the numeral
1. The US spelling is liter.)
little finger /lt(ə)l fŋ&ə/ noun the smallest
little finger



finger on the hand
Little’s area / lt(ə)lz eəriə/ noun an area of
blood vessels in the nasal septum
Little’s disease / lt(ə)lz dzi z/ noun same
as spastic diplegia [Described 1843. After WilLittle’s area



Little’s disease





liam John Little (1810–94), physician at the London Hospital, UK.]
little toe /lt(ə)l təυ/ noun the smallest toe
on the foot 쑗 Her little toe was crushed by the
little toe



door.
live adjective /lav/ 1. living, not dead 쑗 graft
using live tissue 쒁 birth 2. carrying electricity
쑗 He was killed when he touched a live wire.
쐽 verb /lv/ to be alive 쑗 She is very ill, and the
doctor doesn’t think she will live much longer.
live

(NOTE: living – lived)
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live birth /lav b! θ/ noun the birth of a
baby which is alive 쑗 The number of live
births has remained steady.
livedo /l vi dəυ/ noun discoloured spots on
the skin
liver / lvə/ noun a large gland in the upper
part of the abdomen. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement (NOTE: For other
live birth



livedo



liver



terms referring to the liver, see words beginning
with hepat-, hepato-.)
COMMENT: The liver is situated in the top part
of the abdomen on the right side of the body
next to the stomach. It is the largest gland in
the body, weighing almost 2 kg. Blood carrying nutrients from the intestines enters the liver by the hepatic portal vein; the nutrients are
removed and the blood returned to the heart
through the hepatic vein. The liver is the major
detoxicating organ in the body; it destroys
harmful organisms in the blood, produces
clotting agents, secretes bile, stores glycogen
and metabolises proteins, carbohydrates and
fats. Diseases affecting the liver include hepatitis and cirrhosis; the symptom of liver disease is often jaundice.
liver fluke / lvə flu k/ noun a parasitic flatliver fluke



worm which can infest the liver
liver spot / lvə spɒt/ noun a little brown
patch on the skin of the backs of the hands, attributed to sun damage (NOTE: Liver spots are
liver spot



unconnected with any liver disorder.)
liver transplant / lvə trnsplɑ nt/ noun a
liver transplant



surgical operation to give a person the liver of
another person who has died
livid / lvd/ adjective referring to skin with a
blue colour because of being bruised or because of asphyxiation
living will /lvŋ wl/ noun a document
signed by a person while in good health to
specify the decisions he or she wishes to be
taken about medical treatment if he or she becomes incapable of making or communicating
them
LMC abbr local medical committee
loa loa /ləυə ləυə/ noun a tropical disease of
the eye caused when the threadworm Loa loa
enters the eye or the skin around the eye
Loa loa /ləυə ləυə/ noun a tropical threadworm which digs under the skin, especially
around and into the eye, causing loa loa and
loiasis
lobar / ləυbə/ adjective referring to a lobe
lobar bronchi /ləυbə brɒŋki / plural noun
air passages supplying a lobe of a lung. Also
called secondary bronchi
lobar pneumonia /ləυbə nju məυniə/
noun pneumonia which affects one or more
lobes of the lung
lobe /ləυb/ noun 1. a rounded section of an organ such as the brain, lung or liver. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement 2. the soft
fleshy part at the bottom of the ear 3. a cusp on
the crown of a tooth
livid



living will



LMC

loa loa



Loa loa



lobar



lobar bronchi



lobar pneumonia



lobe



lockjaw

lobectomy /ləυ bektəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove one of the lobes of an organ such as the lung 쑗 The plural is lobectomies.
lobotomy /ləυ bɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation formerly used to treat mental illness by
cutting into a lobe of the brain to cut the nerve
fibres (NOTE: The plural is lobotomies.)
lobular / lɒbjυlə/ adjective relating to a lobule 쑗 lobular carcinoma
lobule / lɒbju l/ noun a small section of a
lobe in the lung, formed of acini
local / ləυk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to a separate place 2. confined to one part 쐽 noun same
as local anaesthetic
local anaesthesia /ləυk(ə)l nəs θi ziə/
noun loss of feeling in a single part of the body
local anaesthetic /ləυk(ə)l nəs θetk/
noun an anaesthetic such as lignocaine which
removes the feeling in a single part of the body
only 쑗 The surgeon removed the growth under
local anaesthetic.
localise / ləυkəlaz/, localize verb 1. to restrict the spread of something to a specific area
2. to find where something is 3. to transfer
power from a central authority to local organisations (NOTE: localising – localised)
localised / ləυkəlazd/, localized adjective
referring to an infection which occurs in one
part of the body only. Opposite generalised
Local Medical Committee /ləυk(ə)l
medk(ə)l kəmti/ noun a committee responsible for monitoring the interests of providers of primary care such as GPs, dentists
and pharmacists in a district. Abbr LMC
local supervising authority /ləυk(ə)l
su pəvazŋ ɔ θɒrti/ noun an organisation
which controls midwife services within its
area
lochia / lɒkiə/ noun a discharge from the vagina after childbirth or abortion
lochial / ləυkiəl/ adjective referring to lochia
lochiometra / lɒkiəmi trə/ noun a condition
in which lochia remains in the uterus after a
baby is born, making it swollen
lock /lɒk/ verb to fix something in a position
locked-in syndrome /lɒkt n sndrəυm/
noun a condition in which only the eyes and
eyelids can move although the person is fully
alert and conscious. It results from severe
damage to the brain stem.
locked knee /lɒkt ni / noun a condition in
which a piece of the cartilage in the knee slips
out of position. The symptom is a sharp pain,
and the knee remains permanently bent.
locking joint /lɒkŋ dɔnt/ noun a joint
which can be locked in an extended position,
e.g. the knee or elbow
lockjaw / lɒkjɔ / noun same as tetanus (datlobectomy



lobotomy



lobular



lobule



local



local anaesthesia





local anaesthetic





localise



localised



Local Medical Committee





local supervising authority





lochia



lochial



lochiometra



lock

locked-in syndrome



locked knee

locking joint



lockjaw



ed informal )
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locomotion /ləυkə məυʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact
of being able to move
locomotor /ləυkə məυtə/ adjective relating
to locomotion
locomotor ataxia /ləυkəməυtər ə tksiə/
noun same as tabes dorsalis
loculated / lɒkjυletd/ adjective referring to
an organ or a growth which is divided into
many compartments 쑗 a loculated renal abscess
locule / lɒkju l/ noun same as loculus
loculus / lɒkjυləs/ noun a small space in an
organ (NOTE: The plural is loculi.)
locum / ləυkəm/ noun a healthcare professional such as a doctor or pharmacist who
takes the place of another for a time. Also
called locum tenens
locum tenens noun same as locum (NOTE:
locomotion





locomotor





locomotor ataxia







loculated



locule



loculus



locum



locum tenens

The plural is locum tenentes.)
locus / ləυkəs/ noun 1. an area or point where
an infection or disease is to be found 2. a posilocus



tion on a chromosome occupied by a gene
(NOTE: The plural is loci.)
lodge /lɒd/ verb to stay or stick somewhere,
or to stick something somewhere 쑗 The piece
of bone lodged in her throat. 쑗 The larvae of
lodge

the tapeworm lodge in the walls of the intestine.
lofepramine /lɒ feprəmi n/ noun an antidepressant drug
log roll / lɒ& rəυl/ noun a method of turning
people in bed onto their side by putting them
into a straight position and pulling on the sheet
under them
logrolling / lɒ&rəυlŋ/ noun the process of
moving a person who is lying down into another position using the log roll method
-logy /lədi/ suffix 1. science or study 쑗 psychology 쑗 embryology 2. speech or expression
loiasis /ləυ aəss/ noun a tropical disease of
the eye caused when the threadworm Loa loa
enters the eye or the skin around the eye
loin /lɔn/ noun the lower back part of the
body above the buttocks
Lomotil /ləυ məυtl/ a trade name for a preparation containing diphenoxalate
long-acting /lɒŋ ktŋ/ adjective referring
to a drug or treatment which has an effect that
lasts a long time
long bone / lɒŋ bəυn/ noun any long limb
bone that contains marrow and ends in a part
that forms a joint with another bone
longitudinal /lɒŋ& tju dn(ə)l/ adjective 1.
positioned lengthwise 2. in the direction of the
long axis of the body
longitudinal arch /lɒŋ&tju dn(ə)l ɑ tʃ/
noun same as plantar arch
longitudinal fissure /lɒŋ&tju dn(ə)l
fʃə/ noun a groove separating the two cerebral hemispheres
lofepramine



log roll



logrolling



-logy

loiasis



loin

Lomotil



long-acting



long bone



longitudinal





longitudinal arch



longitudinal fissure



longitudinal lie /lɒŋ&tju dn(ə)l la/
noun the usual position of a fetus, lying along
the axis of the mother’s body
longitudinal study /lɒŋ&tju dn(ə)l st"*
di/ noun a study of individuals or groups of
people and of how some aspect such as their
health or education changes over a long time
longsighted /lɒŋ satd/ adjective able to
see clearly things which are far away but not
things which are close
longsightedness /lɒŋ satdnəs/ noun the
condition of being longsighted. Also called
longitudinal lie



longitudinal study



longsighted





longsightedness





hypermetropia
long-stay / lɒŋ ste/ adjective referring to
staying a long time in hospital 쑗 patients in
long-stay



long-stay units
long stay patient /lɒŋ ste peʃ(ə)nt/
noun a patient who will stay in hospital for a
long time
long stay ward /lɒŋ ste wɔ d/ noun a
ward for patients who will stay in hospital for
a long time
loo /lu / noun a toilet, or a room containing a
toilet (informal ) 왍 to go to the loo to urinate or
defecate
look after /lυk ɑ ftə/ verb to take care of a
person and attend to his or her needs 쑗 The
nurses looked after him very well or He was
very well looked after in hospital. 쑗 She is off
work looking after her children who have
mumps.
loop /lu p/ noun 1. a curve or bend in a line,
especially one of the particular curves in a fingerprint 2. a curved piece of wire placed in the
uterus to prevent contraception
loop of Henle /lu p əv henli/ noun a curved
tube which forms the main part of a nephron in
the kidney
loperamide /ləυ perəmad/, loperamide hydrochloride /ləυperəmad hadrəυ klɔ rad/
noun a drug that relieves severe diarrhoea by
slowing down the movements of the intestine
loratidine /lɒr tdi n/ noun an antihistamine drug
lorazepam /lɔ rzpm/ noun a mild tranquilliser that people often receive before surgery to lessen anxiety
lordosis /lɔ dəυss/ noun excessive forward
curvature of the lower part of the spine. 쒁 kylong stay patient



long stay ward



loo

look after



loop

loop of Henle



loperamide







loratidine



lorazepam



lordosis



phosis

lordotic /lɔ dɒtk/ adjective referring to lordosis
lotion / ləυʃ(ə)n/ noun a medicinal liquid
used to rub on the skin 쑗 a mild antiseptic lotion
louse /laυs/ noun a small insect of the Pediculus genus, which sucks blood and lives on the
skin as a parasite on animals and humans
lordotic



lotion



louse

(NOTE: The plural is lice.)
COMMENT: There are several forms of louse:
the commonest are the body louse, the crab
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louse and the head louse. Some diseases can
be transmitted by lice.
low /ləυ/ adjective 1. relatively little in height
2. close to the bottom or base of something
low blood pressure /ləυ bl"d preʃə/
noun same as hypotension
low-calorie diet /ləυ kləri daət/ noun a
low



low blood pressure



low-calorie diet



diet with few calories, to help a person to lose
weight
low-density lipoprotein /ləυ densti
lpəυprəυti n/ noun a lipoprotein with a large
percentage of cholesterol which deposits fats
in muscles and arteries. Abbr LDL
lower / laυə/ adjective in a position below another thing
lower jaw /ləυə dɔ / noun same as mandilow-density lipoprotein

lower



lower jaw



ble

lower limb /ləυə lm/ noun a leg
lower motor neurones /ləυə məυtə
njυərəυnz/ plural noun linked neurones
which carry motor impulses from the spinal
cord to the muscles
low-fat diet /ləυ ft daət/ noun a diet
with little animal fat, which can help reduce
the risk of heart disease and alleviate some
skin conditions
low-risk patient /ləυ rsk peʃ(ə)nt/ noun
a person not likely to catch or develop a particular disease
low-salt diet /ləυ sɔ lt daət/ noun a diet
with little salt, which has been shown to help
reduce high blood pressure
lozenge / lɒznd/ noun a sweet medicinal
tablet 쑗 She was sucking a cough lozenge.
LPN abbr US licensed practical nurse
LRCP abbr licentiate of the Royal College of
Physicians
LSA abbr local supervising authority
LSD abbr lysergic acid diethylamide
lubb-dupp /l"b d"b/ noun two sounds made
by the heart, which represent each cardiac cycle when heard through a stethoscope
lubricant / lu brkənt/ noun a fluid which lubricates
lubricate / lu brket/ verb to cover something with a fluid to reduce friction (NOTE: lulower limb



lower motor neurones



low-fat diet



low-risk patient



low-salt diet



lozenge



LPN

LRCP

LSA

LSD

lubb-dupp



lubricant



lubricate



bricating – lubricated)

lubricating jelly / lu brket deli/ noun a
jelly used to make a surface slippery
lucid / lu sd/ adjective with a clearly working
mind 쑗 In spite of the pain, he was still lucid.
lucid interval /lu sd ntəv(ə)l/ noun a period of clear thinking which occurs between
two periods of unconsciousness or of mental
illness
Ludwig’s angina /lu dv&z n danə/
noun cellulitis of the mouth and some parts of
the neck which causes the neck to swell and
may obstruct the airway [Described 1836. After
lubricating jelly



lucid



lucid interval



Ludwig’s angina





Wilhelm Friedrich von Ludwig (1790–1865), Professor of Surgery and Midwifery at Tübingen,

lunate

Germany, and Court Physician to King Frederick
II.]
lues / lu i z/ noun a former name for syphilis
lues



or the plague
lumbago /l"m be&əυ/ noun pain in the lower back (informal ) 쑗 She has been suffering
from lumbago for years. 쑗 He has had an attack of lumbago.
lumbar / l"mbə/ adjective referring to the
lower part of the back
lumbar artery / l"mbə ɑ təri/ noun one of
four arteries which supply blood to the back
muscles and skin
lumbar cistern /l"mbə sstən/ noun a subarachnoid space in the spinal cord, where the
dura mater ends, filled with cerebrospinal fluid
lumbar
enlargement
/l"mbə
n
lɑ dmənt/ noun the wider part of the spinal
cord in the lower spine, where the nerves of the
lower limbs are attached
lumbar plexus /l"mbə pleksəs/ noun the
point where several nerves which supply the
thighs and abdomen join together, lying in the
upper psoas muscle
lumbar puncture /l"mbə p"ŋktʃə/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a sample of cerebrospinal fluid by inserting a hollow needle
into the lower part of the spinal canal. Also
called spinal puncture (NOTE: The US term is
lumbago



lumbar



lumbar artery



lumbar cistern



lumbar enlargement





lumbar plexus



lumbar puncture



usually spinal tap.)
lumbar region / l"mbə ri dən/ noun the
lumbar region



two parts of the abdomen on each side of the
umbilical region
lumbar vertebra /l"mbə v! tbrə/ plural
noun each of the five vertebrae between the
thoracic vertebrae and the sacrum
lumbo- /l"mbəυ/ prefix the lumbar region
lumbosacral /l"mbəυ sekrəl/ adjective referring to both the lumbar vertebrae and the
sacrum
lumbosacral
joint
/l"mbəυ sekrəl
dɔnt/ noun a joint at the bottom of the back
between the lumbar vertebrae and the sacrum
lumen / lu mn/ noun 1. an SI unit of light
emitted per second 2. the inside width of a passage in the body or of an instrument such as an
endoscope 3. a hole at the end of an instrument
such as an endoscope
lump /l"mp/ noun a mass of hard tissue which
rises on the surface or under the surface of the
skin 쑗 He has a lump where he hit his head on
the low door. 쑗 She noticed a lump in her right
breast and went to see the doctor.
lumpectomy /l"m pektəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove a hard mass of tissue such
as a breast tumour, leaving the surrounding tissue intact (NOTE: The plural is lumpectomies.)
lunate / lu net/, lunate bone / lu net bəυn/
noun one of the eight small carpal bones in the
wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement
lumbar vertebra



lumbo-

lumbosacral





lumbosacral joint





lumen



lump

lumpectomy



lunate
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Lund and Browder chart /l"nd ən
braυdə tʃɑ t/ noun a chart for calculating the
surface area of a burn
lung /l"ŋ/ noun one of two organs of respiration in the body into which air is sucked when
a person breathes (NOTE: For other terms referLund and Browder chart



lung

ring to the lungs, see words beginning with
bronch-, broncho-, pneum-, pneumo-, pneumon-, pneumono-, pulmo-.)
COMMENT: The two lungs are situated in the
chest cavity, protected by the ribcage. The
heart lies between the lungs. The right lung
has three lobes, the left lung only two. Air
goes down into the lungs through the trachea
and bronchi. It passes to the alveoli where its
oxygen is deposited in the blood in exchange
for waste carbon dioxide which is exhaled
(gas exchange). Lung cancer can be caused
by smoking tobacco, and is commonest in
people who are heavy smokers.
lung cancer / l"ŋ knsə/ noun cancer in the
lung cancer



lung
lunula / lu njυlə/ noun a curved white mark
at the base of a fingernail (NOTE: The plural is

lymphaden-

lymph nodes
lymphadenectomy /lmfdə nektəmi/
noun the surgical removal of a lymph node
lymphadenectomy



lunulae.)
lupus / lu pəs/ noun a persistent skin disease,
lupus



of which there are several unrelated types
lupus erythematosus /lu pəs erθi mə
təυsəs/ noun an inflammatory disease of connective tissue of which the more serious, systemic, form affects the heart, joints and blood
vessels. Abbr LE
lupus vulgaris /lu pəs v"l &eərs/ noun a
form of tuberculosis of the skin in which red
spots appear on the face and become infected
lutein / lu tin/ noun a yellow pigment in the
corpus luteum
luteinising
hormone
/ lu tinazŋ
hɔ məυn/, luteinizing hormone noun a hormone produced by the pituitary gland, which
stimulates the formation of the corpus luteum
in females and of testosterone in males. Abbr
LH. Also called interstitial cell stimulating
lupus erythematosus



lupus vulgaris



lutein



luteinising hormone



hormone
luteo- /lu tiəυ/ prefix 1. yellow 2. corpus luluteo-

teum
luxation /l"k seʃ(ə)n/ noun same as disloluxation



cation

(NOTE: The plural is lymphadenectomies.)
lymphadenitis /lmfdə nats/ noun inlymphadenitis





flammation of the lymph nodes
lymphadenoma /lmfdə nəυmə/ noun
same as lymphoma
lymphadenopathy /lmfdə nɒpəθi/ noun
any unusual condition of the lymph nodes
lymphadenoma







(NOTE: The plural is lymphadenopathies.)
lymphangi- /lmfndi/ prefix lymphatic
lymphangi-

vessel
lymphangiectasis /lmfndi ektəss/
noun swelling of the smaller lymph vessels as
a result of obstructions in larger vessels
lymphangiography /lmfndi ɒ&rəfi/
noun an X-ray examination of the lymph vessels following introduction of radio-opaque
material (NOTE: The plural is lymphangiogralymphangiectasis





lymphangiography







lymph

COMMENT: Lymph drains from the tissues
through capillaries into lymph vessels. It is
formed of water, protein and white blood cells
(lymphocytes). Waste matter such as infection in the lymph is filtered out and destroyed
as it passes through the lymph nodes, which



phies.)

lymphangioma /lmfndi əυmə/ noun a
benign tumour formed of lymph tissues (NOTE:
lymphangioma





The plural is lymphangiomas or lymphangiomata.)
lymphangioplasty
/lmf ndiəplsti/
noun a surgical operation to make artificial
lymph channels (NOTE: The plural is lymphangioplasties.)
lymphangiosarcoma /lmfndiəυsɑ
kəυmə/ noun a malignant tumour of the endothelial cells lining the lymph vessels (NOTE:
The plural is lymphangiosarcomas or lymphangiosarcomata.)
lymphangitis /lmfn dats/ noun inlymphangioplasty



lymphangiosarcoma





lymphangitis



Lyme disease / lam dzi z/ noun a viral
disease caused by Borrelia burgdorferi transmitted by bites from deer ticks. It causes rashes, nervous pains, paralysis and, in extreme
cases, death.
lymph /lmf/ noun a colourless liquid containing white blood cells which circulates in the
lymph system from all body tissues, carrying
waste matter away from tissues to the veins.
Also called lymph fluid
Lyme disease









lymph-

lymphadenopathy

lunula



then add further lymphocytes to the lymph before it continues in the system. It eventually
drains into the brachiocephalic (innominate)
veins, and joins the venous bloodstream.
Lymph is not pumped round the body like
blood but moves by muscle pressure on the
lymph vessels and by the negative pressure
of the large veins into which the vessels empty. Lymph is an essential part of the body’s defence against infection.
lymph- /lmf/ prefix meaning same as lympho- (used before vowels)
lymphaden- /lmfdən/ prefix relating to the



flammation of the lymph vessels
lymphatic /lm ftk/ adjective referring to
lymph
lymphatic capillary /lmftk kə pləri/
plural noun any of the capillaries which lead
from tissue and join lymphatic vessels
lymphatic duct /lm ftk d"kt/ noun the
main channel for carrying lymph
lymphatic node /lm ftk nəυd/ noun
same as lymph gland
lymphatic nodule /lm ftk nɒdju l/
noun a small lymph node found in clusters in
tissues
lymphatic system /lm ftk sstəm/
noun a series of vessels which transport lymph
lymphatic



lymphatic capillary





lymphatic duct



lymphatic node



lymphatic nodule



lymphatic system
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from the tissues through the lymph nodes and
into the bloodstream
lymphatic vessel /lm ftk ves(ə)l/ noun
a tube which carries lymph round the body
from the tissues to the veins
lymph duct / lmf d"kt/ noun any channel
carrying lymph
lymph fluid / lmf flu d/ noun same as
lymphatic vessel



lymph duct



lymph fluid



lymph

lymph gland / lmf &lnd/, lymph node /
lmf nəυd/ noun a mass of lymphoid tissue
situated in various points of the lymphatic system, especially under the armpits and in the
groin, through which lymph passes and in
which lymphocytes are produced. Also called
lymph gland





lymphatic node
lympho- /lmfəυ/ prefix meaning lymph
lymphoblast / lmfəυblst/ noun an unusu

al cell which forms in acute lymphoblastic leukaemia as a result of the change which takes
place in a lymphocyte on contact with an antigen
lymphoblastic /lmfəυ blstk/ adjective
referring to lymphoblasts, or forming lymphocytes
lymphocele / lmfəsi l/ noun a cyst containing lymph from injured or diseased lymph
nodes or ducts
lymphocyte / lmfəsat/ noun a type of mature leucocyte or white blood cell formed by
the lymph nodes and concerned with the production of antibodies
lymphocytopenia /lmfəυsatəυ pi niə/
noun same as lymphopenia
lymphocytosis /lmfəυsa təυss/ noun an
increased number of lymphocytes in the blood
lymphoedema /lmfəυ di mə/ noun a
swelling caused by obstruction of the lymph
vessels or unusual development of lymph vessels (NOTE: The US spelling is lymphedema.)
lymphogranuloma inguinale /lmfəυ
&rnjυləυmə n&w neli/ noun same as
lymphoblastic



lymphocele



lymphocyte



lymphocytopenia





lymphocytosis





lymphoedema





lymphogranuloma inguinale







lymphogranuloma venereum




lymphography



lymphoid



lymphoid tissue





phomas or lymphomata.)

lymphopenia /lmfəυ pi niə/ noun a reduction in the number of lymphocytes in the
blood. Also called lymphocytopenia
lymphopoiesis /lmfəυpɔ i ss/ noun the
production of lymphocytes or lymphoid tissue
lymphorrhagia /lmfə redə/, lymphorrhoea /lmfə riə/ noun escape of lymph from
ruptured or severed lymphatic vessels
lymphosarcoma /lmfəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun
a malignant growth arising from lymphocytes
and their cells of origin in the lymph nodes
lymphopenia





lymphopoiesis





lymphorrhagia













(NOTE: The plural is lymphosarcomas or lymphosarcomata.)
lymphotropic /lmfə trɒpk/ adjective aflymphotropic





fecting the lymphatic system
lymphuria /lm fjυəriə/ noun the presence of
lymph in the urine
lymph vessel / lmf ves(ə)l/ noun one of
the tubes which carry lymph round the body
from the tissues to the veins
lyophilisation /laɒfla zeʃ(ə)n/, lyophilization noun the act of preserving tissue, plasma or serum by freeze-drying it in a vacuum
lyophilise /la ɒflaz/, lyophilize verb to
preserve tissue, plasma or serum by freezedrying in a vacuum (NOTE: lyophilising –
lymphuria



lymph vessel



lyophilisation





lyophilise



lyophilised)

lysergic acid diethylamide /la s! dk
sd da eθləmad/ noun a powerful hallucinogenic drug which can cause psychosis.
Abbr LSD
lysin / lasn/ noun 1. a protein in the blood
which destroys the cell against which it is directed 2. a toxin which causes the lysis of cells
lysine / lasi n/ noun an essential amino acid
lysis / lass/ noun 1. the destruction of a cell
by a lysin, in which the membrane of the cell
is destroyed 2. a reduction in a fever or disease
slowly over a period of time. Opposite crisis
-lysis /lss/ suffix referring to processes
which involve breaking up or decaying, or to
objects which are doing this 쑗 haemolysis
lysol / lasɒl/ noun a strong disinfectant,
made of cresol and soap
lysosome / lasəsəυm/ noun a particle in a
cell which contains enzymes which break
down substances such as bacteria which enter
the cell
lysozyme / lasəzam/ noun an enzyme
found in the whites of eggs and in tears, which
destroys specific bacteria
lysergic acid diethylamide





lysin



lysine



lysis

lymphogranuloma venereum /lmfəυ
&rnjυləυmə və nərəm/ noun a sexually
transmitted bacterial infection that causes
swelling of the genital lymph nodes and, especially in men, a genital ulcer. Abbr l.g.v.
lymphography /lm fɒ&rəfi/ noun the making of images of the lymphatic system after
having introduced a radio-opaque substance
lymphoid / lmfɔd/ adjective referring to
lymph, lymphatic tissue, or the lymphatic system
lymphoid tissue / lmfɔd tʃu / noun tissue in the lymph nodes, the tonsils and the
spleen where masses of lymphocytes are supported by a network of reticular fibres and
cells
lymphogranuloma venereum



lymphoma



lymphoblast





lymphosarcoma

lympho-



lysozyme

lymphokine / lmfəυkan/ noun a protein
produced by lymphocytes that has an effect on
other cells in the immune system. 쒁 cytokine
lymphoma /lm fəυmə/ noun a malignant tumour arising from lymphoid tissue. Also
called lymphadenoma (NOTE: The plural is lymlymphokine



-lysis

lysol



lysosome



lysozyme



Medicine.fm Page 230 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

M
m

m symbol 1. metre 2. milliM symbol megaMAAG abbr medical audit advisory group
macerate / msəret/ verb to make something soft by letting it lie in a liquid for a time
M

MAAG

macerate



(NOTE: macerating – macerated)
maceration /msə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the procmaceration





ess of softening a solid by letting it lie in a liquid so that the soluble matter dissolves
Mackenrodt’s ligaments / mkənrəυdz
l&əmənts/ plural noun same as cardinal ligaMackenrodt’s ligaments



ments

Macmillan nurse /mək mlən n! s/ noun a
nurse who specialises in cancer care and is employed by the organisation Macmillan Cancer
Relief
macro- /mkrəυ/ prefix large. Opposite miMacmillan nurse



macro-

cro-

macrobiotic /mkrəυba ɒtk/ adjective
referring to food which has been produced naturally without artificial additives or preservatives
macrobiotic





COMMENT:

Macrobiotic diets are usually vegetarian and are prepared in a special way. They
consist of beans, coarse flour, fruit and vegetables. They may not contain enough protein
or trace elements, especially to satisfy the
needs of children.
macrocephaly /mkrəυ kefli/ noun the


macrocheilia



macrocyte



macrocythaemia



macrocytic





macrocytic anaemia





macrocytosis







macrogenitosoma







macroglobulin





macroglossia





macrognathia





macrolide drug



names ending in -omycin: erythromycin.)

macromastia /mkrəυ mstiə/ noun
overdevelopment of the breasts
macromelia /mkrəυ mi liə/ noun a condition in which a person has unusually large
limbs
macronutrient / mkrəυnju triənt/ noun
a substance which an organism needs in large
amounts for normal growth and development,
e.g. nitrogen, carbon or potassium. Compare
macromastia





macromelia







condition of having an unusually large head
macrocheilia /mkrəυ kaliə/ noun the
condition of having large lips
macrocyte / mkrəυsat/ noun an unusually large red blood cell found in people who
have pernicious anaemia
macrocythaemia
/mkrəυsa θi miə/
noun same as macrocytosis
macrocytic /mkrəυ stk/ adjective referring to macrocytes
macrocytic anaemia /mkrəυstk ə
ni miə/ noun anaemia in which someone has
unusually large red blood cells
macrocytosis /mkrəυsa təυss/ noun
the condition of having macrocytes in the
blood. Also called macrocythaemia




macronutrient

macrocephaly



macrodactyly /mkrəυ dktli/ noun a
condition in which a person has unusually
large or long fingers or toes
macrogenitosoma
/mkrəυdentə
səυmə/ noun premature development of the
body with the genitals being of an unusually
large size
macroglobulin /mkrəυ &lɒbjυln/ noun
a class of immunoglobulin, a globulin protein
of high molecular weight, which serves as an
antibody
macroglossia /mkrəυ &lɒsiə/ noun the
condition of having an unusually large tongue
macrognathia /mkrəυ neθiə/ noun a
condition in which the jaw is larger than usual
macrolide drug / mkrəlad dr"&/ noun a
drug used in the treatment of bacterial infection, often in place of penicillin in people sensitive to penicillin (NOTE: Macrolide drugs have
macrodactyly



micronutrient

macrophage / mkrəυfed/ noun any of
several large cells which destroy inflammatory
tissue, found in connective tissue, wounds,
lymph nodes and other parts
macropsia /m krɒpsiə/ noun a condition
in which a person sees objects larger than they
really are, caused by an unusual development
in the retina
macroscopic /mkrəυ skɒpk/ adjective
able to be seen with the naked eye
macrosomia /mkrəυ səυmiə/ noun a
condition in which the body grows too much
macrostomia /mkrəυ stəυmiə/ noun a
condition in which the mouth is too wide because the bones of the upper and lower jaw
have not fused, either on one or on both sides
macrophage



macropsia



macroscopic





macrosomia





macrostomia
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macula / mkjυlə/ noun 1. same as macule
2. a small coloured area, e.g. a macula lutea 3.
an area of hair cells inside the utricle and saccule of the ear (NOTE: The plural is maculae.)
macula lutea /mkjυlə lu tiə/ noun a yellow spot on the retina, surrounding the fovea,
the part of the eye which sees most clearly.
Also called yellow spot
macular / mkjυlə/ adjective referring to a
macula
macular degeneration /mkjυlə d
denə reʃ(ə)n/ noun an eye disorder in elderly people in which fluid leaks into the retina
and destroys cones and rods, reducing central
vision
macular oedema /mkjυlə  di mə/ noun
a disorder of the eye in which fluid gathers in
the fovea
macule / mkju l/ noun a small flat coloured
spot on the skin. Compare papule
maculopapular /mkjυləυ ppjυlə/ adjective made up of both macules and papules 쑗
maculopapular rash
mad cow disease noun same as bovine
macula



macula lutea



macular



macular degeneration







macular oedema





macule



maculopapular



mad cow disease

spongiform encephalopathy (informal )
maduromycosis /mədjυərəυma kəυss/,
maduromycetoma
/mədjυərəυmasə
təυmə/, Madura foot /mədjυərə fυt/ noun a
maduromycosis















tropical fungus infection in the feet which can
destroy tissue and infect bones
Magendie’s foramen /mə  dendz fə
remen / noun an opening in the fourth ventricle of the brain which allows cerebrospinal
fluid to flow [Described 1828. After François
Magendie’s foramen





Magendie (1783–1855), French physician and
physiologist.]
magna / m&nə/ 쏡 cisterna magna
magnesium /m& ni ziəm/ noun a chemimagna



magnesium



cal element found in green vegetables, which
is essential especially for the correct functioning of muscles (NOTE: The chemical symbol is

malarial therapy

maim /mem/ verb to incapacitate someone
with a major injury
main bronchi /men brɒŋki / plural noun
the two main air passages which branch from
the trachea outside the lung. Also called primaim

main bronchi

mary bronchi

major / medə/ adjective 1. important or serious 2. more important or serious than others
of the same type 쑗 The operation was a major
one. 왘 opposite minor
major surgery /medə s! dəri/ noun
surgical operations involving important organs
in the body. Compare minor surgery
mal /ml/ noun an illness or disease
mal- /ml/ prefix bad or unusual
malabsorption /mləb sɔ pʃən/ noun a
situation where the intestines are unable to absorb the fluids and nutrients in food properly
malabsorption
syndrome
/ mləb
sɔ pʃən sndrəυm/ noun a group of symptoms and signs, including malnutrition, anaemia, oedema and dermatitis, which results
from steatorrhoea and malabsorption of vitamins, protein, carbohydrates and water
malacia /mə leʃə/ noun the pathological softening of an organ or tissue
maladjusted /mlə d"std/ adjective referring to a person who has difficulty fitting
into society or family
maladjustment /mlə d"stmənt/ noun
difficulty experienced in fitting into society or
family
malaise /mə lez/ noun a feeling of discomfort
malaligned /mlə land/ adjective not in
the correct position relative to other parts of
the body
malalignment /mlə lanmənt/ noun a
condition in which something is malaligned,
especially in which a tooth is not in its correct
position in the mouth
malar / melə/ adjective referring to the cheek
malar bone / melə bəυn/ noun same as
major



major surgery



mal

mal-

malabsorption





malabsorption syndrome





malacia



maladjusted





maladjustment





malaise



malaligned





malalignment





malar

Mg.)



magnesium sulphate /m&ni ziəm s"l*
fet/ noun a magnesium salt used as a laxative.
Also called Epsom salts
magnesium trisilicate /m&ni ziəm tra
slkət/ noun a magnesium compound used to
treat peptic ulcers
magnetic /m& netk/ adjective able to attract objects, like a magnet
magnetic field /m&netk fi ld/ noun an
area round an object which is under the influence of the magnetic force exerted by the object
magnetic resonance imaging /m&netk
rezənəns mdŋ/ noun a scanning technique which exposes the body to a strong magnetic field and uses the electromagnetic signals
emitted by the body to form an image of soft
tissue and cells. Abbr MRI
magnum / m&nəm/ 쏡 foramen magnum
magnesium sulphate



magnesium trisilicate





magnetic



magnetic field



magnetic resonance imaging



magnum



malar bone



cheekbone
malaria /mə leəriə/ noun a mainly tropical
malaria



disease caused by a parasite Plasmodium,
which enters the body after a bite from the female anopheles mosquito
COMMENT: Malaria is a recurrent disease. It
produces headaches, shivering, vomiting,
sweating and sometimes hallucinations which
are caused by toxins coming from the waste
of the parasite Plasmodium in the blood.
malarial /mə leəriəl/ adjective referring to
malarial



malaria
malarial parasite /məleəriəl prəsat/
noun a parasite transmitted into the human
bloodstream by the bite of the female anopheles mosquito
malarial therapy /mə leəriə θerəpi/ noun a
treatment in which a person is given a form of
malaria in the belief that the high fevers they
malarial parasite



malarial therapy
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experience can stimulate the immune system
to fight off serious diseases such as syphilis
and HIV
male menopause /mel menəpɔ z/ noun a
period in middle age when a man may feel insecure and anxious about the fact that his physical powers are declining (informal )
male sex hormone /mel seks hɔ məυn/
noun same as testosterone
male sex organs /mel seks ɔ &ənz/ plural noun the testes, epididymis, vasa deferentia,
seminal vesicles, ejaculatory ducts and penis
malformation /mlfɔ meʃ(ə)n/ noun an
unusual variation in the shape, structure or development of something
malformed /ml fɔ md/ adjective unusual in
shape, structure or development
malfunction /ml f"ŋkʃən/ noun a situation
in which a particular organ does not work in
the usual way 쑗 Her loss of consciousness was
due to a malfunction of the kidneys or to a kidney malfunction. 쐽 verb to fail to work correctly 쑗 During the operation his heart began to
malfunction.
malignancy /mə l&nənsi/ noun 1. the state
of being malignant 쑗 The tests confirmed the
malignancy of the growth. 2. a cancerous
growth (NOTE: The plural is malignancies.)
malignant /mə l&nənt/ adjective likely to
cause death or serious disablement if not properly treated
malignant hypertension /mə l&nənt
hapə tenʃən/ noun dangerously high blood
pressure
malignant melanoma /məl&nənt melə
nəυmə/ noun a dark tumour which develops
on the skin from a mole, caused by exposure to
strong sunlight
malignant pustule /məl&nənt p"stju l/
noun a pus-filled swelling that results from infection of the skin with anthrax
malignant tumour /məl&nənt tju mə/
noun a tumour which is cancerous and can
grow again or spread into other parts of the
body, even if removed surgically. Opposite bemale menopause

male sex hormone



male sex organs



malformation





malformed



malfunction



malignancy



malignant



malignant hypertension





malignant melanoma





malignant pustule



malignant tumour



nign tumour

malingerer /mə lŋ&ərə/ noun a person who
pretends to be ill
malingering /mə lŋ&ərŋ/ adjective the act
of pretending to be ill
malleolar /mə li ələ/ adjective referring to a
malleolus
malleolus /mə li ələs/ noun one of two bony
prominences at each side of the ankle (NOTE:
malingerer



malingering



malleolar



malleolus



The plural is malleoli.)
mallet finger /mlt fŋ&ə/ noun a finger
mallet finger



which cannot be straightened because the tendon attaching the top joint has been torn
malleus / mliəs/ noun the largest of the
three ossicles in the middle ear, shaped like a
hammer. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
malleus



Mallory bodies / mləri bɒdiz/ plural noun
large irregular masses which occur in the cytoplasm of damaged liver cells, often a sign of an
alcohol-related disease
Mallory’s stain / mləriz sten/ noun trichrome stain, used in histology to distinguish
collagen, cytoplasm and nuclei
Mallory-Weiss syndrome /mləri vas
sndrəυm/, Mallory-Weiss tear /mləri
vas teə/ noun a condition in which there is a
tearing in the mucous membrane where the
stomach and oesophagus join, e.g. because of
strain on them due to vomiting [Described
Mallory bodies



Mallory’s stain



Mallory-Weiss syndrome





1929. After G. Kenneth Mallory (b. 1900), Professor of Pathology, Boston University, USA;
Konrad Weiss (1898–1942) US physician.]
malnourished /ml n"rʃt/ adjective not
malnourished



having enough to eat or having only poor-quality food, leading to ill-health
malnutrition /mlnjυ trʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
lack of food or of good-quality food, leading to
ill-health 2. the state of not having enough to
eat
malocclusion /mlə klu (ə)n/ noun a
condition in which the teeth in the upper and
lower jaws do not meet properly when the person’s mouth is closed
malodorous /ml əυdərəs/ adjective with a
strong unpleasant smell
Malpighian body /ml p&iən bɒdi/, Malpighian corpuscle /ml p&iən kɔ p"s(ə)l/
noun same as renal corpuscle [Described
malnutrition





malocclusion





malodorous



Malpighian body





1666. After Marcello Malpighi (1628–94), anatomist and physiologist in Rome and Bologna, Italy.]
Malpighian glomerulus /mlp&iən &lɒ
merυləs/ noun same as Bowman’s capsule
Malpighian layer /ml p&iən leiə/ noun
Malpighian glomerulus





Malpighian layer



the deepest layer of the epidermis
malposition /mlpə zʃ(ə)n/ noun an unusual or unexpected position of something such
as a fetus in the uterus or fractured bones
malpractice /ml prkts/ noun 1. illegal,
unethical, negligent or immoral behaviour by a
professional person, especially a healthcare
professional 쑗 The surgeon was found guilty
of malpractice. 2. wrong treatment of a patient
for which a healthcare professional may be
tried in court
malpresentation /mlprez(ə)n teʃ(ə)n/
noun an unusual position of a fetus in the uterus just before it is ready to be born
Malta fever / mɔ ltə fi və/ noun same as
malposition





malpractice



malpresentation





Malta fever



brucellosis
maltase / mɔ ltez/ noun an enzyme in the
maltase



small intestine which converts maltose into
glucose
maltose / mɔ ltəυs/ noun a sugar formed by
digesting starch or glycogen
malunion /ml ju njən/ noun a bad join of
the pieces of a broken bone
maltose



malunion
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mamilla /mə mlə/ noun another spelling of
mamilla



mammilla

mamillary / mmlri/ adjective another
spelling of mammillary
mamm- prefix same as mammo- (used before
mamillary



mamm-

vowels)

mamma / mmə/ noun same as breast
mamma



(NOTE: The plural is mammae.)
mammary / mməri/ adjective referring to
mammary



the breast
mammary gland / mməri &lnd/ noun a
gland in female mammals which produces
milk
mammilla /mə mlə/, mamilla noun the protruding part in the centre of the breast, containing the milk ducts through which the milk
flows. Also called nipple
mammillary / mml(ə)ri/, mamillary adjective referring to the nipple
mammillary body /mml(ə)ri bɒdi/
noun one of two little projections on the base
of the hypothalamus
mammo- prefix referring to breasts
mammogram / mmə&rm/ noun a picture
of a breast made using a special X-ray technique
mammography /m mɒ&rəfi/ noun examination of the breast using a special X-ray technique
mammary gland



mammilla



mammillary



mammillary body



mammo-

mammogram



mammography



‘…mammography is the most effective technique
available for the detection of occult (non-palpable)
breast cancer. It has been estimated that mammography can detect a carcinoma two years before it becomes palpable.’ [Southern Medical Journal]
mammoplasty / mməplsti/ noun plastic
mammoplasty



surgery to alter the shape or size of the breasts
mammothermography /mməυθ! mɒ
&rəfi/ noun thermography of a breast
manage / mnd/ verb 1. to be in charge or
control of something 쑗 She manages the ward
very efficiently. 쑗 Bleeding can usually be
managed, but sometimes an operation may be
necessary. 2. to be able to do something, or to
succeed in doing something 쑗 Did you manage to phone the doctor? 쑗 Can she manage to
feed herself? (NOTE: managing – managed)
management / mndmənt/ noun 1. the
organising or running of an organisation such
as a hospital, clinic or health authority 2. the
organisation of a series of different treatments
for a person
manager / mndə/ noun a person in
charge of a department in the health service or
in charge of a group of hospitals
Manchester operation / mntʃstər ɒpə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to correct
downward movement of the uterus, involving
removal of the cervix
mandible / mndb(ə)l/ noun the lower
bone in the jaw. Also called lower jaw
mammothermography





manage



management



manager



Manchester operation



mandible



COMMENT: The jaw is formed of two bones, the
mandible which is attached to the skull with a



mannitol

hinge joint and can move up and down, and
the maxillae which are fixed parts of the skull.
mandibular /mn dbjυlə/ adjective refermandibular



ring to the lower jaw
mandibular fossae /mndbjυlə fɒsi/
plural noun sockets in the skull into which the
ends of the lower jaw fit
mandibular nerve /mn dbjυlə n! v/
noun a sensory nerve which supplies the teeth
in the lower jaw, the temple, the floor of the
mouth and the back part of the tongue
mane / meni/ adverb (used on prescriptions)
during the daytime. Opposite nocte
mandibular fossae



mandibular nerve



mane



‘…he was diagnosed as having diabetes mellitus at
age 14, and was successfully controlled on insulin 15
units mane and 10 units nocte’ [British Journal
of Hospital Medicine]
manganese / mŋ&əni z/ noun a metallic
trace element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
Mn.)
mania / meniə/ noun a state of bipolar disormanganese



mania



der in which the person is excited, very sure of
his or her own abilities and has increased energy
-mania /meniə/ suffix obsession with something
maniac / menik/ noun a person who behaves in an uncontrolled way or is considered
to have an obsession (NOTE: This term is regard-mania

maniac



ed as offensive.)

manic / mnk/ adjective referring to mania
manic depression /mnk d preʃ(ə)n/
noun same as bipolar disorder
manic-depressive /mnk d presv/ adjective relating to bipolar disorder 쐽 noun a
person with bipolar disorder
manic-depressive illness /mnk d
presv lnəs/, manic-depressive psychosis
/mnk dpresv sa kəυss/ noun same as
manic



manic depression





manic-depressive





manic-depressive illness











bipolar disorder

manifestation /mnfe steʃ(ə)n/ noun a
sign, indication or symptom of a disease
manifestation





‘…the reason for this susceptibility is a profound abnormality of the immune system in children with
sickle cell disease. The major manifestations of
pneumococcal infection in SCD are septicaemia,
meningitis and pneumonia.’ [Lancet]
manikin / mnkn/ noun an anatomical
manikin



model of the human body, used in teaching
anatomy
manipulate /mə npjυlet/ verb to rub or
move parts of the body with the hands to treat
a joint, a slipped disc or a hernia (NOTE: manipmanipulate





ulating – manipulated)

manipulation /mə npjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a
form of treatment that involves moving or rubbing parts of the body with the hands, e.g. to
treat a disorder of a joint
manner / mnə/ noun a way of doing something or of behaving 쑗 He was behaving in a
strange manner. 쒁 bedside manner
mannitol / mntɒl/ noun a diuretic drug
used in the treatment of oedema of the brain
manipulation



manner



mannitol
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manometer /mə nɒmtə/ noun an instrument for comparing pressures
manometry /mə nɒmtri/ noun the measurement of pressures within organs of the body
which contain gases or liquids, e.g. the
oesophagus or parts of the brain
Mantoux test /mntu test/ noun a test for
tuberculosis, in which a person is given an intracutaneous injection of tuberculin. 쒁 Heaf
manometer



manometry



Mantoux test

test [Described 1908. After Charles Mantoux
(1877–1947), French physician.]
manual / mnjuəl/ adjective done by hand
manual examination /mnjυəl &zm
neʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination using the
manual



manubrium



manubrium sterni



MAO

MAOI

MAO inhibitor



maple syrup urine disease





marasmus



marble bone disease





Marburg disease









key disease
COMMENT: The disease is transmitted to humans from green monkeys. Because the
monkeys are used in laboratory experiments,
the disease mainly affects laboratory workers.
march fracture /mɑ tʃ frktʃə/ noun a
march fracture

fracture of one of the metatarsal bones in the
foot, caused by excessive exercise to which the
body is not accustomed
Marfan’s syndrome / mɑ fɑ nz sn
drəυm/, Marfan syndrome / mɑ fɑ n sn
drəυm/ noun a hereditary condition in which a
person has extremely long fingers and toes,
with disorders of the heart, aorta and eyes [DeMarfan’s syndrome





scribed 1896. After Bernard Jean Antonin Marfan (1858–1942), French paediatrician.]
marijuana /mr wɑ nə/ noun same as cannabis
mark /mɑ k/ noun a spot or small area of a
different colour 쑗 There’s a red mark where
you hit your head. 쑗 The rash has left marks
marijuana



mark



marker







hands and fingers
manubrium /mə nu briəm/ noun a handleshaped anatomical part, e.g. part of the inner
ear
manubrium sterni /mənu briəm st! na/
noun the upper part of the sternum
MAO abbr monoamine oxidase
MAOI abbr monoamine oxidase inhibitor
MAO inhibitor /em e əυ nhbtə/ noun
same as monoamine oxidase inhibitor
maple syrup urine disease /mep(ə)l
srəp jυərn dzi z/ noun an inherited condition caused by not having enough of a particular enzyme which helps the body to deal with
amino acid. The urine smells like maple syrup.
It can be fatal if not treated.
marasmus /mə rzməs/ noun a wasting disease which affects small children who have
difficulty in absorbing nutrients or who are
malnourished. Also called failure to thrive
marble bone disease /mɑ b(ə)l bəυn d
zi z/ noun same as osteopetrosis
Marburg disease / mɑ b! & dzi z/, Marburg virus disease / mɑ b! & varəs dzi z/
noun a severe viral infection causing high fever, bleeding from mucous membranes, vomiting and often death. Also called green mon

marked

marrow



manual examination



on the chest and back. 쐽 verb to make a mark
on something 왍 the door is marked ‘Supervisor’ the door has the word ‘Supervisor’ written on it
marked /mɑ kt/ adjective obvious or noticeable 쑗 There has been a marked improvement in
his condition.
marker / mɑ kə/ noun 1. something which
acts an indicator of something else 2. a substance introduced into the body to make internal structures clearer to X-rays
marrow / mrəυ/ noun soft tissue in cancellous bone. In young animals red marrow is
concerned with blood formation while in
adults it becomes progressively replaced with
fat and is known as yellow marrow. Also called
bone marrow. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement
marsupialisation /mɑ sũ piəla zeʃ(ə)n/,
marsupialization noun a surgical procedure in
which the inside of a cyst is opened up so that
the cyst can be allowed to shrink gradually, because it cannot be cut out
masculinisation /mskjυlna zeʃ(ə)n/,
masculinization noun the development of
male characteristics such as body hair and a
deep voice in a woman, caused by hormone
deficiency or by treatment with male hormones
mask /mɑ sk/ noun 1. a metal and rubber
frame that fits over the nose and mouth and is
used to administer an anaesthetic 2. a piece of
gauze which fits over the mouth and nose to
prevent droplet infection 3. a cover which fits
over the face of a person who has suffered facial damage in an accident
masked /mɑ skt/ adjective used to describe
diseases that are present but not observable
Maslow’s hierarchy of human needs /
mzləυz harɑ ki əv hju mən ni dz/
noun a system which explains human behaviour by organising human needs in order of
priority, from basic ones such as eating to
complex ones such as finding self-fulfilment, a
higher level of motivation not being activated
until the lesser needs have been satisfied
masochism / msəkz(ə)m/ noun a sexual
condition in which a person takes pleasure in
being hurt or badly treated
masochist / msəkst/ noun a person suffering from masochism
masochistic /msə kstk/ adjective referring to masochism
mass /ms/ noun 1. a large quantity, e.g. a
large number of people 쑗 The patient’s back
was covered with a mass of red spots. 2. a body
of matter with no clear shape 3. a mixture for
making pills 4. the main solid part of bone
massage / msɑ / noun a treatment for
muscular conditions which involves rubbing,
stroking or pressing the body with the hands 쐽
marsupialisation





masculinisation





mask

masked

Maslow’s hierarchy of human needs



masochism



masochist



masochistic



mass

massage
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verb to rub, stroke or press the body with the

hands
masseter /m si tə/, masseter muscle /m
si tə m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle in the cheek
which clenches the lower jaw making it move
up, to allow chewing
massive / msv/ adjective very large 쑗 He
was given a massive injection of penicillin. 쑗
She had a massive heart attack.
mass radiography /ms redi ɒ&rəfi/
noun the practice of taking X-ray photographs
of large numbers of people to check for tuberculosis
mass screening /ms skri nŋ/ noun the
practice of testing large numbers of people for
the presence of a disease
mast- /mst/ prefix same as masto- (used bemasseter





massive



mass radiography





mass screening



mast-

fore vowels)

mastalgia /m stldə/ noun pain in the
mammary gland
mastatrophy /m sttrəfi/ noun atrophy of
the mammary gland
mast cell / mst sel/ noun a large cell in
connective tissue, which carries histamine and
reacts to allergens
mastectomy /m stektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of a breast
masticate / mstket/ verb to chew food
mastication /mst keʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of chewing food
mastitis /m stats/ noun inflammation of
the breast
masto- /mstəυ/ prefix referring to a breast
mastoid / mstɔd/ adjective 1. shaped like a
nipple 2. belonging to the part of the temporal
bone which protrudes at the side of the head
behind the ear 쐽 noun same as mastoid procmastalgia



mastatrophy



mast cell



mastectomy



masticate



mastication





mastitis



masto-

mastoid



ess

mastoid air cell /mstɔd eə sel/, mastoid cell / mstɔd sel/ noun an air cell in the
mastoid process
mastoid antrum /mstɔd ntrəm/ noun
a cavity linking the air cells of the mastoid
process with the middle ear
mastoid bone / mstɔd bəυn/ noun same
as mastoid process
mastoidectomy /mstɔ dektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove part of the mastoid process, as a treatment for mastoiditis
mastoiditis /mstɔ dats/ noun inflammation of the mastoid process and air cells.
The symptoms are fever and pain in the ears.
mastoid air cell





mastoid antrum



mastoid bone



mastoidectomy





mastoiditis





COMMENT: The mastoid process can be infected by infection from the middle ear through
the mastoid antrum. Mastoiditis can cause
deafness and can affect the meninges if not
treated.
mastoidotomy /mstɔ dɒtəmi/ noun a
mastoidotomy





surgical operation to make a cut into the mastoid process to treat infection

mattress

mastoid process /mstɔd prəυses/
noun part of the temporal bone which protrudes at the side of the head behind the ear
masturbate / mstəbet/ verb to excite
one’s own genitals so as to produce an orgasm
masturbation /mstə beʃ(ə)n/ noun stimulation of one’s own genitals to produce an orgasm. Also called onanism
match /mtʃ/ verb 1. to examine two things
to see if they are similar or fit together 쑗 They
are trying to match the donor to the recipient.
2. to fit together in a specific way 쑗 The two
samples don’t match.
mastoid process



masturbate



masturbation





match

‘…bone marrow from donors has to be carefully
matched with the recipient or graft-versus-host disease will ensue’ [Hospital Update]
mater / metə/ 쏡 dura mater
material /mə təriəl/ noun 1. matter which
can be used to make something 2. cloth 쑗 The
mater



material



wound should be covered with gauze or other
light material. 3. all that is necessary in surgery
materia medica /mətəriə medkə/ noun
the study of drugs or dosages as used in treatment (NOTE: It comes from a Latin term meaning
materia medica



‘medical substance’.)

maternal /mə t! n(ə)l/ adjective referring to
a mother
maternal death /mə t! n(ə)l deθ/ noun the
death of a mother during pregnancy, childbirth
or up to twelve months after childbirth
maternal deprivation /mə t! n(ə)l depr
veʃ(ə)n/ noun a psychological condition
caused when a child does not have a proper relationship with a mother
maternal dystocia /mət! n(ə)l ds təυsiə/
noun difficult childbirth caused by a physical
problem in the mother
maternal instincts /mə t! n(ə)l n*
stŋkts/ plural noun instinctive feelings in a
woman to look after and protect her child
maternity /mə t! nti/ noun childbirth, the
fact of becoming a mother
maternity case /mə t! nti kes/ noun a
woman who is about to give birth
maternity clinic /mə t! nti klnk/ noun
same as antenatal clinic
maternity hospital /mə t! nti hɒspt(ə)l/,
maternity ward /mə t! nti wɔ d/, maternity
unit /mə t! nti ju nt/ noun a hospital, ward
or unit which deals only with women giving
birth
matrix / metrks/ noun an amorphous mass
of cells forming the basis of connective tissue.
Also called ground substance
matron / metrən/ noun a title formerly given
to a woman in charge of the nurses in a hospital. 쒁 modern matron
matter / mtə/ noun a substance
mattress / mtrəs/ noun the thick soft part
of a bed for lying on
maternal



maternal death



maternal deprivation





maternal dystocia





maternal instincts



maternity



maternity case



maternity clinic



maternity hospital







matrix



matron



matter



mattress
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mattress suture / mtrəs su tʃə/ noun a
suture made with a loop on each side of the incision
maturation /mtʃυ reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of becoming mature or fully developed
mature /mə tjυə/ adjective fully developed
mature follicle /mətʃυə fɒlk(ə)l/ noun a
Graafian follicle just before ovulation
maturing /mə tʃυərŋ/ adjective becoming
mature
maturing egg /mətʃυərŋ e&/, maturing
ovum / əυvəm/ noun an ovum contained by a
Graafian follicle
maturity /mə tjυərti/ noun 1. being fully
developed 2. (in psychology) the state of being
a responsible adult
maxilla /mk slə/, maxilla bone /mk slə
bəυn/ noun the upper jaw bone (NOTE: The plumattress suture



maturation





mature



mature follicle



maturing



maturing egg





maturity



maxilla





ral is maxillae. It is more correct to refer to the
upper jaw as the maxillae, as it is in fact formed
of two bones which are fused together.)
maxillary /mk sləri/ adjective referring to
maxillary



the maxilla
maxillary antrum /mk sləri ntrəm/,
maxillary air sinus /mksləri eə sanəs/
noun one of two sinuses behind the cheekbones in the upper jaw. Also called antrum of
maxillary antrum





Highmore




MB

McBurney’s point



Charles McBurney (1845–1913), US surgeon.]
McNaghten’s Rules on Insanity at Law

McNaghten’s Rules on Insanity at Law
/məknɔ tənz ru lz ɒn n snti ət lɔ /,
McNaghten’s Rules /mək nɔ tənz ru lz/ plural noun a set of principles which explain how
people can defend themselves in law by claiming that they committed a murder because they
were mentally ill, and therefore not responsible for any of their actions. In 1957 it was
adapted to include the idea of knowing that an
action is wrong but being unable to stop yourself from committing it because of your mental
condition.
MCP joint /em si pi dɔnt/ noun same as






MCP joint



metacarpophalangeal joint
MCU, MCUG abbr micturating cysto(-ureMCU

thro)gram
MD abbr doctor of medicine
ME abbr myalgic encephalomyelitis
meal /mi l/ noun food eaten at a particular
time
ME

meal

measles



Takes a singular or plural verb.)
COMMENT: Measles can be a serious disease
as it weakens the body’s resistance to other
diseases, especially bronchitis and ear infections. It can be prevented by immunisation. If
caught by an adult it can be very serious.
measure / meə/ noun a unit of size, quantity
or degree 쑗 A metre is a measure of length. 쐽
verb 1. to find out the size of something 쑗 A
thermometer measures temperature. 2. to be a
particular size 쑗 The room measures 3 metres
measure



by 2 metres.
measurement / meəmənt/ noun the size,
length, etc. of something which has been
measured
meat /mi t/ noun animal flesh which is eaten
measurement



meat

(NOTE: No plural: some meat, a piece or a slice
of meat; he refuses to eat meat.)
meat- /miet/ prefix relating to a meatus
meatus /mi etəs/ noun an opening leading
meat-

meatus



to an internal passage in the body, e.g. the urethra or the nasal cavity (NOTE: The plural is

meatuses or meatus.)
mechanism / mekənz(ə)m/ noun 1. a physmechanism



maxillo-facial /mksləυ feʃ(ə)l/ adjective referring to the maxillary bone and the face
쑗 maxillo-facial surgery
MB abbr bachelor of medicine
McBurney’s point /məkb! niz pɔnt/
noun a point which indicates the usual position
of the appendix on the right side of the abdomen, between the hip bone and the navel,
which is extremely painful if pressed when the
person has appendicitis [Described 1899. After
maxillo-facial

MD

measles / mi z(ə)lz/ noun an infectious disease of children, where the body is covered
with a red rash 쑗 She’s in bed with measles. 쑗
He’s got measles. 쑗 They caught measles from
their friend at school. 쑗 Have you had the
measles? Also called morbilli, rubeola (NOTE:

ical or chemical change by which a function is
carried out 2. a system in the body which carries out or controls a particular function 쑗 The
inner ear is the body’s mechanism for the
sense of balance.
mechanism of labour /mekənz(ə)m əv
lebə/ noun all the forces and processes which
combine to push a foetus out of the uterus during its birth, together with the ones which oppose it
mechanotherapy /mekənəυ θerəpi/ noun
the treatment of injuries through mechanical
means, such as massage and exercise machines
Meckel’s diverticulum /mekəlz davə
tkjυləm/ noun a congenital formation of a
diverticulum in the ileum [Described 1809. Afmechanism of labour



mechanotherapy





Meckel’s diverticulum





ter Johann Friedrich Meckel II (1781–1833),
German surgeon and anatomist.]
meconism / mekəυniz(ə)m/ noun poisonmeconism



ing by opium or morphine
meconium /m kəυniəm/ noun the first dark
green faeces produced by a newborn baby
med. abbr 1. medical 2. medicine
media / mi diə/ noun same as tunica media
medial / mi diəl/ adjective nearer to the central midline of the body or to the centre of an
organ. Compare lateral
medial arcuate ligament /mi diəl
ɑ kjut l&əmənt/ noun a fibrous arch to
which the diaphragm is attached
meconium



med.

media



medial



medial arcuate ligament
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medial epicondyle /mi diəl ep kɒndal/
noun a medial projection on the condyle of the
humerus
medially / mi diəli/ adverb towards or on the
sagittal plane of the body. See illustration at
ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
medial malleolus /mi diəl mə li ələs/
noun a bone at the end of the tibia which protrudes at the inside of the ankle
medial rectus /mi diəl rektəs/ noun a
muscle inserted into the sclera of the eyeball
median / mi diən/ adjective towards the central midline of the body, or placed in the middle
median nerve / mi diən n! v/ noun one of
the main nerves of the forearm and hand
median plane / mi diən plen/ noun an imaginary flat surface on the midline and at right
angles to the coronal plane, which divides the
body into right and left halves. See illustration
at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
mediastinal /mi diə stan(ə)l/ adjective referring to the mediastinum 쑗 the mediastinal
surface of pleura or of the lungs
mediastinitis /mi diəst nats/ noun inflammation of the mediastinum
mediastinoscopy
/mi diəst nɒskəpi/
noun an operation in which a tube is put into
the mediastinum so that its organs can be examined
mediastinum /mi diə stanəm/ noun the
section of the chest between the lungs, where
the heart, oesophagus and phrenic and vagus
nerves are situated
medic / medk/ noun a doctor or medical student (informal )
medical / medk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the study of diseases 쑗 a medical student 2. referring to treatment of disease which does not
involve surgery 쑗 Medical help was provided
by the Red Cross. 3. referring to treatment given by a doctor, as opposed to a surgeon, in a
hospital or in his or her surgery 쐽 noun an official examination of a person by a doctor 쑗
He wanted to join the army, but failed his medical. 쑗 You will have to have a medical if you
take out an insurance policy.
medical administration /medk(ə)l əd
mn streʃ(ə)n/ noun the running of hospitals and other health services 쑗 She started her
career in medical administration.
medical aid / medk(ə)l ed/ noun treatment
of someone who is ill or injured, given by a
doctor. 쒁 first aid
medical alert bracelet /medk(ə)l ə l! t
breslət/ noun a band or chain worn around
the wrist giving information about the wearer’s
medical needs, allergies or condition
medical
assistance /medk(ə)l ə
sst(ə)ns/ noun help provided by a nurse, an
ambulanceman or a member of an association
medial epicondyle





medially



medial malleolus





medial rectus



median



median nerve



median plane



mediastinal



mediastinitis





mediastinoscopy





mediastinum



medic



medical



medical administration







medical aid



medical alert bracelet





medical assistance





Medical Officer of Health

such as the Red Cross, to a person who is ill or
injured
medical assistant / medk(ə)l əsst(ə)nt/
noun someone who performs routine administrative and clinical tasks to help in the offices
and clinics of doctors and other medical practitioners
medical audit /medk(ə)l ɔ dt/ noun a
systematic critical analysis of the quality of
medical care provided to a person, which examines the procedures used for diagnosis and
treatment, the use of resources and the resulting outcome and quality of life for the person
medical audit advisory group /
medk(ə)l ɔ dt əd vaz(ə)ri &ru p/ noun a
body with the responsibility of advising on
medical audit in primary care. Abbr MAAG
medical centre / medk(ə)l sentə/ noun a
place where several different doctors and specialists practise
medical certificate / medk(ə)l sətfkət/
noun an official document signed by a doctor,
giving someone permission to be away from
work or not to do specific types of work
medical committee / medk(ə)l kəmti/
noun a committee of doctors in a hospital who
advise the management on medical matters
medical diathermy /medk(ə)l daə
θ! mi/ noun the use of heat produced by electricity for treatment of muscle and joint disorders such as rheumatism
medical doctor / medk(ə)l dɒktə/ noun a
doctor who practises medicine, but is not usually a surgeon
medical ethics /medk(ə)l eθks/ plural
noun the moral and professional principles
which govern how doctors and nurses should
work, and, in particular, what type of relationship they should have with their patients
medical examination /medk(ə)l &
zm neʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination of a
person by a doctor
medical history /medk(ə)l hst(ə)ri/
noun the details of a person’s medical condition and treatment over a period of time
medical intervention /medk(ə)l ntə
venʃən/ noun the treatment of illness by
drugs
medicalisation
/medkəla zeʃ(ə)n/,
medicalization noun the act of looking at
something as a medical issue or problem
medical
jurisprudence
/medk(ə)l
dυərs pru d(ə)ns/ noun the use of the principles of law as they relate to the practice of
medicine and the relationship of doctors with
each other, their patients and society. 쒁 forenmedical assistant





medical audit



medical audit advisory group





medical centre



medical certificate





medical committee





medical diathermy





medical doctor



medical ethics



medical examination







medical history



medical intervention





medicalisation





medical jurisprudence





sic medicine

Medical Officer of Health /medk(ə)l
ɒfsər əv helθ/ noun formerly, a local government official in charge of the health services in an area. Abbr MOH
Medical Officer of Health
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medical practitioner /medk(ə)l prk
tʃ(ə)nə/ noun a person qualified in medicine,
i.e. a doctor or surgeon
medical profession / medk(ə)l prə
feʃ(ə)n/ noun all doctors
medical records / medk(ə)l rekɔ dz/ plural noun information about a person’s medical
history
Medical Register /medk(ə)l redstə/
noun a list of doctors approved by the General
Medical Council 쑗 The committee ordered his
name to be struck off the Medical Register.
Medical Research Council /medk(ə)l r
s! tʃ kaυnsəl/ noun a government body
which organises and pays for medical research. Abbr MRC
medical school / medk(ə)l sku l/ noun a
section of a university which teaches medicine
쑗 He is at medical school.
medical
secretary
/medk(ə)l
sekrt(ə)ri/ noun a qualified secretary who
specialises in medical documentation, either in
a hospital or in a doctor’s surgery
medical social worker /medk(ə)l
səυʃ(ə)l w! kə/ noun someone who helps
people with family problems or problems related to their work which may have an effect
on their response to treatment
medical ward / medk(ə)l wɔ d/ noun a
ward for people who do not have to undergo
surgical operations
Medicare / medkeə/ noun a system of public health insurance in the US
medicated / medketd/ adjective containing a medicinal drug 쑗 medicated cough sweet
medicated shampoo /medketd ʃm
pu / noun a shampoo containing a chemical
which is supposed to prevent dandruff
medication /med keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
treatment of illnesses by giving people drugs.
쒁 premedication 2. a drug used to treat a particular illness 쑗 What sort of medication has
she been taking? 쑗 80% of elderly patients admitted to geriatric units are on medication.
medicinal /mə ds(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective which
has healing properties or a beneficial effect on
someone’s health 쑗 He has a drink of whisky
before he goes to bed for medicinal purposes.
medicinal bath /mə ds(ə)n(ə)l bɑ θ/ noun
treatment in which someone lies in a bath of
hot water containing particular chemicals, in
hot mud or in other substances
medicinal drug /mə ds(ə)n(ə)l dr"&/
noun a drug used to treat a disease as opposed
to hallucinatory or addictive drugs
medicinal leech /məds(ə)n(ə)l li tʃ/
noun a leech which is raised specially for use
in medicine
medicinally /mə ds(ə)n(ə)li/ adverb used as
a medicine 쑗 The herb can be used medicinally.
medical practitioner





medical profession





medical records



Medical Register



Medical Research Council





medical school



medical secretary



medical social worker



medical ward



Medicare



medicated



medicated shampoo



medication





medicinal



medicinal bath



medicinal drug



medicinal leech



medicinally





medicine / med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun 1. a preparation taken to treat a disease or condition, especially one in liquid form 쑗 Take some cough
medicine if your cough is bad. 쑗 You should
take the medicine three times a day. 2. the
study of diseases and how to cure or prevent
them 쑗 She is studying medicine because she
wants to be a doctor. 3. the study and treatment
of diseases which does not involve surgery
medicine bottle / med(ə)s(ə)n bɒt(ə)l/
noun a special bottle which contains medicine
medicine
cabinet
/ med(ə)s(ə)n
kbnət/, medicine chest / med(ə)s(ə)n
tʃest/ noun a cupboard where medicines,
bandages, thermometers and other pieces of
medical equipment can be left locked up, but
ready for use in an emergency
medico / medkəυ/ noun a doctor (informal )
쑗 The medico said I was perfectly fit.
medico- /medkəυ/ prefix referring to medicine or to doctors
medicochirurgical
/medkəυka
r! dk(ə)l/ adjective referring to both medicine and surgery
medicolegal /medkəυ li &(ə)l/ adjective
referring to both medicine and the law
medicosocial /medkəυ səυʃ(ə)l/ adjective involving both medical and social factors
medium / mi diəm/ adjective average, in the
middle or at the halfway point 쐽 noun a substance through which something acts
medroxyprogesterone /mədrɒksiprəυ
destərəυn/ noun a synthetic hormone used
to treat menstrual disorders, in oestrogen replacement therapy and as a contraceptive
medulla /me d"lə/ noun 1. the soft inner part
of an organ, as opposed to the outer cortex. See
illustration at KIDNEY in Supplement 2. bone
marrow 3. any structure similar to bone marrow
medulla oblongata /med"lə ɒblɒŋ
&etə/ noun a continuation of the spinal cord
going through the foramen magnum into the
brain
medullary /me d"ləri/ adjective 1. similar to
marrow 2. referring to a medulla
medullary cavity /med"ləri kvti/ noun
a hollow centre of a long bone, containing
bone marrow. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement
medullary cord /me d"ləri kɔ d/ noun an
epithelial fibre found near the hilum of the fetal ovary
medullated nerve / medəletd n! v/ noun
a nerve surrounded by a myelin sheath
medulloblastoma /med"ləυbl stəυmə/
noun a tumour which develops in the medulla
oblongata and the fourth ventricle of the brain
in children
mefenamic acid /mefənmk sd/ noun
a drug which reduces inflammation and pain,
medicine



medicine bottle



medicine cabinet





medico

medico-

medicochirurgical







medicolegal





medicosocial



medium



medroxyprogesterone







medulla



medulla oblongata





medullary



medullary cavity



medullary cord



medullated nerve



medulloblastoma



mefenamic acid
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used in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis
and menstrual problems
mefloquine / mefləkwi n/, mefloquine hydrochloride /mefləkwi n hadrəυ klɔ rad/
noun a drug used in the prevention and treatment of malaria
mega- /me&ə/ prefix 1. large. Opposite micro2. one million, or 106
megacolon /me&ə kəυlən/ noun a condition in which the lower colon is very much
larger than normal, because part of the colon
above is constricted, making bowel movements impossible
megajoule / me&ədu l/ noun a unit of
measurement of energy equal to one million
joules. Symbol Mj
megakaryocyte /me&ə kriəsat/ noun a
bone marrow cell which produces blood platelets
megalo- /me&ələυ/ prefix large
megaloblast / me&ələυblst/ noun an unusually large blood cell found in the bone marrow of people who have some types of anaemia caused by Vitamin B12 deficiency
megaloblastic /me&ələυ blstk/ adjective referring to megaloblasts
megaloblastic
anaemia
/me&ələυ
blstk ə ni miə/ noun anaemia caused by
Vitamin B12 deficiency
megalocephaly /me&ələυ kefəli/ noun the
condition of having an unusually large head
megalocyte / me&ələυsat/ noun an unusually large red blood cell, found in pernicious
anaemia
megalomania /me&ələυ meniə/ noun a
psychiatric disorder in which a person believes
they are very powerful and important
megalomaniac /me&ələυ menik/ noun
someone who has megalomania 쐽 adjective
having megalomania
-megaly /me&əli/ suffix enlargement
megaureter /me&əjυ ri tə/ noun a condition in which a part of the ureter becomes very
wide, above the site of a blockage
meibomian cyst /mabəυmiən sst/ noun
the swelling of a sebaceous gland in the eyelid.
Also called chalazion
meibomian gland /ma bəυmiən &lnd/
noun a sebaceous gland on the edge of the eyelid which secretes a liquid to lubricate the eyelid. Also called tarsal gland
meibomianitis /mabəυmiə nats/ noun a
condition in which the meibomian glands become swollen
Meigs’ syndrome / me&z sndrəυm/ noun
a condition in which liquid collects in the chest
and abdominal cavities. It is associated with
pelvic tumours.
meiosis /ma əυss/ noun the process of cell
division which results in two pairs of haploid
cells, i.e. cells with only one set of chromomefloquine
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Meigs’ syndrome



meiosis







melanuria

somes. Compare mitosis (NOTE: The US spelling is miosis.)

Meissner’s
corpuscle
/masnəz
kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun a receptor cell in the skin
which is thought to be sensitive to touch
Meissner’s plexus /masnəz pleksəs/
noun a network of nerve fibres in the wall of
the alimentary canal [Described 1853. After
Meissner’s corpuscle



Meissner’s plexus



Georg Meissner (1829–1905), German anatomist and physiologist.]
melaena /mə li nə/ noun black faeces where
melaena



the colour is caused by bleeding in the intestine
melan- /melən/ prefix same as melano- (used
melan-

before vowels)

melancholia /melən kəυliə/ noun 1. a severe depressive illness occurring usually between the ages of 45 and 65 2. a clinical syndrome with a tendency to delusion, fixed personality and agitated movements
melanin / melənn/ noun a dark pigment
which gives colour to skin and hair, also found
in the choroid of the eye and in some tumours
melanism / melənz(ə)m/ noun 1. the unexpected depositing of dark pigment 2. the staining of all body tissue with melanin in a form of
carcinoma
melano- /melənəυ/ prefix black or dark
melanocyte / melənəυsat/ noun any cell
which carries pigment
melanocyte-stimulating hormone /
melənəυsat stmjυletŋ hɔ məυm/ noun
a hormone produced by the pituitary gland
which causes darkening in the colour of the
skin. Abbr MSH
melanoderma /melənəυ d! mə/ noun 1. a
large amount of melanin in the skin 2. discoloration of patches of the skin
melanoma /melə nəυmə/ noun a tumour
formed of dark pigmented cells
melancholia





melanin



melanism



melano-

melanocyte



melanocyte-stimulating hormone



melanoderma





melanoma





COMMENT: ABCD is the key to remember if you
want to know if there is a risk of developing a
melanoma: A = ASYMMETRY, ie. the two
sides are not quite the same, and the mole
does not have a perfect shape; B = BORDER,
the edge becomes irregular; C = COLOUR,
there may be a change in colour, with the
mole becoming darker; D = DIAMETER, any
change in diameter should be considered an
important factor. Among other features, pain
is rarely an important feature but itching could
be one.
melanophore / melənəυfɔ / noun a cell
melanophore



which contains melanin
melanoplakia / melənəυplekiə/ noun areas
of pigment in the mucous membrane inside the
mouth
melanosis /melə nəυss/ noun same as
melanoplakia



melanosis





melanism

melanuria /melə njυəriə/ noun 1. the presence of dark colouring in the urine 2. a condition in which the urine turns black after being
melanuria
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allowed to stand, e.g. in cases of malignant
melanoma
melasma /mə lzmə/ noun the presence of
little brown, yellow or black spots on the skin
melatonin /melə təυnn/ noun a hormone
produced by the pineal gland during the hours
of darkness, which makes animals sleep during the winter months. It is thought to control
the body’s rhythms.
melena /mə li nə/ noun same as melaena
mellitus / meltəs/ 쏡 diabetes mellitus
membrane / membren/ noun a thin layer of
tissue which lines or covers an organ
membrane bone / membren bəυn/ noun a
bone which develops from tissue and not from
cartilage
membranous / membrənəs/ adjective referring to membranes, or like a membrane
membranous labyrinth /membrənəs
lbərnθ/ noun a series of ducts and canals
formed of membrane inside the osseous labyrinth
memory / mem(ə)ri/ noun the ability to remember 쑗 He has a very good memory for
dates. 쑗 He said the whole list from memory.
menarche /mə nɑ ki/ noun the start of menstrual periods
mend /mend/ verb to repair something 쑗 The
surgeons are trying to mend the damaged
heart valves.
Mendel’s laws / mendəlz lɔ z/ plural noun
the laws of heredity, that are the basis of the
science of genetics [Described 1865. After Gremelasma



melatonin





melena



mellitus



membrane



membrane bone



membranous



membranous labyrinth



memory



menarche



mend

Mendel’s laws



gor Johann Mendel (1822–84), Austrian Augustinian monk and naturalist of Brno, whose work
was rediscovered by de Vries in 1900.]
Mendelson’s syndrome / mendəlsənz
sndrəυm/ noun a sometimes fatal condition
Mendelson’s syndrome



in which acid fluid from the stomach is
brought up into the windpipe and passes into
the lungs, occurring mainly in obstetric patients [Described 1946. After Curtis L. Mendel-

son (b. 1913), US obstetrician and gynaecologist.]
Ménière’s disease /meni eəz dzi z/,
Ménière’s syndrome / sndrəυm/ noun a disMénière’s disease







ease of the middle ear, in which someone becomes dizzy, hears ringing in the ears and may
vomit, and becomes progressively deaf. The
causes may include infections or allergies,
which increase the fluid contents of the labyrinth in the middle ear. [Described 1861. After

Prosper Ménière (1799–1862) and his son,
Emile Antoine Ménière (1839–1905), French
physicians.]
mening- /mennd/ prefix same as meningo(used before vowels)
meningeal /me nndiəl/ adjective referring
mening-

meningeal



to the meninges

meningeal haemorrhage /menndiəl
hem(ə)rd/ noun a haemorrhage from a meningeal artery
meningeal sarcoma /menndiəl sɑ
kəυmə/ noun a malignant tumour in the meninges
meninges /me nndi z/ plural noun the
membranes which surround the brain and spinal cord (NOTE: The singular is meninx.)
meningeal haemorrhage



meningeal sarcoma





meninges



COMMENT: The meninges are divided into
three layers: the tough outer layer (dura
mater) which protects the brain and spinal
cord; the middle layer (arachnoid mater) and
the delicate inner layer (pia mater) which contains the blood vessels. The cerebrospinal fluid flows in the space (subarachnoid space)
between the arachnoid mater and pia mater.
meningioma /menndi əυmə/ noun a bemeningioma





nign tumour in the meninges
meningism /me nndz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which there are signs of meningeal irritation suggesting meningitis, but where there
is no pathological change in the cerebrospinal
fluid
meningitis /menn dats/ noun inflammation of the meninges, causing someone to
have violent headaches, fever, and stiff neck
muscles, and sometimes to become delirious
meningism



meningitis





COMMENT: Meningitis is a serious viral or bacterial disease which can cause brain damage
and even death. The bacterial form can be
treated with antibiotics. The most common
forms of bacterial meningitis are Hib and
meningococcal.
meningo- /mənŋ&əυ/ prefix referring to the
meningo-

meninges
meningocele /mə nŋ&əυsi l/ noun a condition in which the meninges protrude through
the vertebral column or skull
meningococcal /mənŋ&əυ kɒk(ə)l/ adjective referring to meningococci
meningococcal disease /mənŋ&əυ
kɒk(ə)l dzi z/ noun a disease caused by a
meningococcus
meningococcal meningitis /mənŋ&əυ
kɒk(ə)l menn dats/ noun the commonest epidemic form of meningitis, caused by a
bacterium Neisseria meningitidis, where the
meninges become inflamed causing headaches
and fever
meningococcus /mə nŋ&əυ kɒkəs/ noun
the bacterium Neisseria meningitidis which
causes meningococcal meningitis (NOTE: The
meningocele



meningococcal





meningococcal disease











meningococcal meningitis



meningococcus





plural is meningococci.)

meningoencephalitis /mə nŋ&əυenkefə
lats/ noun inflammation of the meninges
and the brain
meningoencephalocele /mənŋ&əυen
kefələυsi l/ noun a condition in which part of
the meninges and the brain push through a gap
in the skull
meningomyelocele /mənŋ&əυ maələυ
si l/ noun the pushing forward of part of the
meningoencephalitis









meningoencephalocele





meningomyelocele
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meninges and spinal cord through a gap in the
spine. Also called myelomeningocele, myelocele

meningovascular /mə nŋəυ v skjυlə/
adjective referring to the meningeal blood vessels
meninx / menŋks/ noun 쏡 meninges
meniscectomy /men sektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of a cartilage from the knee
meniscus /mə nskəs/ noun one of two pads
of cartilage, the lateral meniscus and medial
meniscus, between the femur and tibia in a
knee joint. Also called semilunar cartilage
meningovascular





meninx



meniscectomy





meniscus



(NOTE: The plural is menisci.)
meno- /menəυ/ prefix referring to menstruameno-

tion
menopausal /menə pɔz(ə)l/ adjective referring to the menopause
menopause / menəpɔz/ noun a period,
usually between 45 and 55 years of age, when
a woman stops menstruating and can no longer
bear children. Also called climacteric, change
menopausal





menopause



mentally

a person’s intellectual development, usually
compared to standardised data for a chronological age 왍 he’s nine, but he has a mental
age of five although he is nine years old, his
level of intellectual development is the same as
that of an average child of five
mental block /ment(ə)l blɒk/ noun a temporary inability to remember something,
caused by the effect of nervous stress on the
mental processes
mental deficiency /ment(ə)l d fʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a former term for learning disability
mental block



mental deficiency





(NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
mental development /ment(ə)l d
veləpmənt/ noun the development of the
mind 쑗 Her mental development is higher
mental development





than usual for her age.
mental disorder /ment(ə)l ds ɔdə/ noun
a temporary or permanent change in a person’s
mental state which makes them function less
effectively than they would usually, or than the
average person would be expected to function
mental faculties /ment(ə)l f kəltiz/ plural noun abilities such as thinking and decision-making 쑗 There has been no impairment
of the mental faculties.
mental handicap /ment(ə)l h ndik p/
noun a former term for learning disability
mental disorder





mental faculties

of life



menorrhagia /menə rediə/ noun very
heavy bleeding during menstruation. Also
called flooding
menorrhoea /menə riə/ noun normal
bleeding during menstruation
menses / mensiz/ plural noun same as menmenorrhagia





menorrhoea





menses



struation

mental handicap



(NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
mental health / ment(ə)l helθ/ noun the
mental health



menstrual / menstruəl/ adjective referring
to menstruation
menstrual cramp /menstruəl kr mp/
noun a cramp in the muscles round the uterus
during menstruation
menstrual cycle / menstruəl sak(ə)l/
noun a period, usually of 28 days, during
which a woman ovulates, the walls of the uterus swell and bleeding takes place if the ovum
has not been fertilised
menstrual flow / menstruəl fləυ/ noun the
discharge of blood from the uterus during
menstruation
menstruate / menstruet/ verb to bleed
from the uterus during menstruation
menstruation /menstru eʃ(ə)n/ noun
bleeding from the uterus which occurs in a
woman each month when the lining of the
uterus is shed because no fertilised egg is
present
menstruum / menstruəm/ noun a liquid
used in the extract of active principles from an
unrefined drug
mental / ment(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the mind 2. referring to the chin
mental aberration /ment(ə)l  bə reʃ(ə)n/
noun slight forgetfulness or confusion (often
humorous) 쑗 I thought the meeting was at 11 –
I must have had a mental aberration.
mental age /ment(ə)l ed/ noun a measurement based on intelligence tests that shows
menstrual



menstrual cramp



menstrual cycle



menstrual flow



menstruate



menstruation





menstruum



mental



mental aberration



mental age





condition of someone’s mind
Mental Health Acts /ment(ə)l helθ kts/
plural noun laws made by a parliament which
lay down rules for the care of people with
mental illness
Mental Health Review Tribunal /
ment(ə)l helθ r vju trabjun(ə)l/ noun a
committee which makes decisions about
whether people who have been detained under
the Mental Health Acts should be released. It
consists of medical members, legal experts
and lay members, who include people with experience in social services. Abbr MHRT
mental hospital / ment(ə)l hɒspt(ə)l/
noun a psychiatric hospital (NOTE: This term is
Mental Health Acts



Mental Health Review Tribunal







mental hospital



regarded as offensive.)
mental illness /ment(ə)l lnəs/ noun any
mental illness



disorder which affects the mind
mental
impairment /ment(ə)l m
peəmənt/ noun a temporary or permanent
condition which affects a person’s mental
state, making them function less effectively
than they would usually, or than the average
person would be expected to function
mentalis muscle /men tels m$s(ə)l/
noun a muscle attached to the front of the lower jaw and the skin of the chin
mentally / ment(ə)li/ adverb in the mind 쑗
Mentally, she is very advanced for her age.
mentally
handicapped
/ment(ə)li
h ndik pt/ adjective a former term for
mental impairment





mentalis muscle



mentally



mentally
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term is usually regarded as offensive.)
mentally ill /ment(ə)li l/ adjective experimentally ill



encing mental illness
mental nerve / ment(ə)l n! v/ noun a nerve
which supplies the chin
mental patient / ment(ə)l peʃ(ə)nt/ noun
a former term of a patient who has mental illness (NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
mental retardation / ment(ə)l ri tɑ
deʃ(ə)n / noun a former term for learning
disability, a condition that results in someone
finding it difficult to learn skills or information
at the same rate as others of a similar age
mental nerve



mental patient



mental retardation





(NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
mental subnormality /ment(ə)l s"bnɔ
mlti/ noun a former term for mental impairment (NOTE: This term is usually regarded as offensive.)
menthol / menθɒl/ noun a strongly scented
mental subnormality





menthol



compound, produced from peppermint oil,
used in cough medicines and in the treatment
of neuralgia
mentholated / menθəletd/ adjective impregnated with menthol
mento- /mentəυ/ prefix relating to the chin
mentor / mentɔ / noun somebody who advises and guides a younger, less experienced person 쐽 verb to act as a mentor to somebody
mentum / mentəm/ noun the chin
meralgia /mə rldə/, meralgia paraesthetica /mə rldə pres θetkə/ noun pain in
the top of the thigh caused by a pinched nerve
mercurialism /mə kjυəriəlz(ə)m/ noun
mercury poisoning
mercurochrome /mə kjυərəυkrəυm/ noun
a red antiseptic solution
mercury / m! kjυri/ noun a poisonous liquid
metal, used in thermometers (NOTE: The chemmentholated



mento-

mentor



mentum



meralgia





mesarteritis /mesɑ tə rats/ noun inflammation of the media of an artery
mesencephalon /mesen kefəlɒn/ noun
same as midbrain
mesenteric /mesen terk/ adjective referring to the mesentery
mesenterica /mesen terkə/ 쏡 tabes memesarteritis

someone with learning disability (NOTE: This



mercurialism



mercurochrome



mercury



ical symbol is Hg.)

mercury
poisoning
/ m! kjυri
pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning by drinking mercury or mercury compounds or by inhaling
mercury vapour
mercy killing / m! si klŋ/ noun same as
mercury poisoning



mercy killing



euthanasia



mesencephalon



mesenteric





mesenterica



senterica

mesenteric artery /mesenterk ɑ təri/
noun one of two arteries, the superior and inferior mesenteric arteries, which supply the
small intestine or the transverse colon and rectum
mesenteric
ganglion
/mesenterk
&ŋ&liən/ noun a plexus of sympathetic
nerve fibres and ganglion cells around the superior mesenteric artery
mesenteric vein /mesenterk ven/ noun
a vein in the portal system running from the intestine to the portal vein
mesentery / mesent(ə)ri/ noun a doublelayer peritoneum which attaches the small intestine and other abdominal organs to the abdominal wall
mesial / mi siəl/ adjective 1. in dentistry, relating to the middle of the front of the jaw, or
occurring in a place near this 2. relating to or
located in the middle part of something
meso- /mesəυ/ prefix middle
mesoappendix /mesəυə pendks/ noun a
fold of peritoneum which links the appendix
and the ileum
mesocolon /mesəυ kəυlən/ noun a fold of
peritoneum which supports the colon. In an
adult it supports the transverse and sigmoid
sections only.
mesoderm / mesəυd! m/ noun the middle
layer of an embryo, which develops into muscles, bones, blood, kidneys, cartilages, urinary
ducts and the cardiovascular and lymphatic
systems
mesodermal /mesəυ d! m(ə)l/ adjective
referring to the mesoderm
mesometrium /mesəυ mi triəm/ noun a
muscle layer of the uterus
mesonephros /mesəυ nefrɒs/ noun kidney tissue which exists in a human embryo
mesosalpinx /mesəυ slpŋks/ noun the
upper part of the broad ligament around the
Fallopian tubes
mesotendon /mesəυ tendən/ noun synovial membrane connecting the lining of the fibrous sheath to that of a tendon
mesothelioma /mesəυti li əυmə/ noun a
tumour of the serous membrane, which can be
benign or malignant
mesothelium /mesəυ θi liəm / noun a layer
of cells lining a serous membrane. Compare
mesenteric artery



mesenteric ganglion



mesenteric vein



mesentery



mesial



meso-

mesoappendix





mesocolon





mesoderm



mesodermal





mesometrium





mesonephros



meridian /mə rdiən/ noun in acupuncture
and Chinese medicine, one of the pathways in
the body along which its energy is believed to
flow
Merkel’s cells / m! kelz selz/, Merkel’s
discs / m! kelz dsks/ plural noun epithelial
cells in the deeper part of the dermis which
form touch receptors [After Friedrich Siegmund
meridian



Merkel’s cells





Merkel (1845–1919), German anatomist]
merocrine / merəυkran/ adjective same as
eccrine
mes- /mes/ prefix same as meso- (used before
vowels)
mesaortitis /meseɔ tats/ noun inflammerocrine



mes-

mesaortitis





mation of the media of the aorta



mesosalpinx





mesotendon





mesothelioma





mesothelium





epithelium, endothelium
mesovarium /mesəυ veəriəm/ noun a fold
mesovarium





of peritoneum around the ovaries
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messenger RNA /mes(ə)ndə ɑ r en e/
noun a type of ribonucleic acid which transmits the genetic code from the DNA to the ribosomes which form the proteins coded on the
DNA. Abbr mRNA
mestranol / mi strənɒl/ noun a synthetically
produced oestrogen used in birth control pills
meta- /metə/ prefix referring to change
meta analysis / metə ənləss/ noun a statistical procedure to combine the results from
many studies to give a single estimate, giving
weight to large studies
metabolic /metə bɒlk/ adjective referring
to metabolism
metabolic acidosis /metəbɒlk s
dəυss/ noun acidosis caused by a malfunction of the body’s metabolism
metabolic alkalosis /metəbɒlk lkə
ləυss/ noun alkalosis caused by a malfunction of the body’s metabolism
metabolise /mə tbəlaz/, metabolize verb
to change the nature of something by metabolism 쑗 The liver metabolises proteins and carbohydrates.
metabolism /mə tbəlz(ə)m/ noun the
chemical processes which are continually taking place in the human body and which are essential to life, especially the processes that
convert food into energy
messenger RNA



mestranol



meta-

meta analysis





metabolic





metabolic acidosis





metabolic alkalosis





metabolise



metabolism



COMMENT: Metabolism covers all changes
which take place in the body: the building of
tissue (anabolism); the breaking down of tissue (catabolism); the conversion of nutrients
into tissue; the elimination of waste matter
and the action of hormones.
metabolite /mə tbəlat/ noun a substance





metacarpophalangeal joint







‘…replacement of the MCP joint is usually undertaken to relieve pain, deformity and immobility due
to rheumatoid arthritis’ [Nursing Times]
metacarpus /metə kɑ pəs/ noun the five
metacarpus





bones in the hand between the fingers and the
wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement
metal / met(ə)l/ noun material, either an element or a compound, which can carry heat and
electricity. Some metals are essential for life.
metallic /me tlk/ adjective like a metal, referring to a metal
metallic element /me tlk elmənt/ noun
a chemical element which is a metal
metal



metallic



metallic element



metaplasia



metastasis



(NOTE: The plural is metastases.)
‘…he suddenly developed problems with his balance
and a solitary brain metastasis was diagnosed’
[British Journal of Nursing]
metastasise /me tstəsaz/, metastasize
verb to spread by metastasis
metastatic /metə sttk/ adjective relating
to, or produced by, metastasis 쑗 Metastatic
metastasise



metastatic



growths developed in the liver.
metatarsal /metə tɑ s(ə)l/ noun one of the
five bones in the metatarsus 쐽 adjective relating to the metatarsus
metatarsal arch /metə tɑ s(ə)l ɑ tʃ/ noun
an arched part of the sole of the foot, running
across the sole of the foot from side to side.
Also called transverse arch
metatarsalgia /metətɑ sldə/ noun pain
in the heads of the metatarsal bones
metatarsophalangeal joint /metətɑ səυ
fə lndiəl dɔnt/ noun a joint between a
metatarsal bone and a toe
metatarsus /metə tɑ səs/ noun the five
long bones in the foot between the toes and the
tarsus. See illustration at FOOT in Supplement
metatarsal





metatarsal arch









metatarsus

metacarpophalangeal













metaphysis



metacarpal bone



metaphase









metatarsophalangeal joint

produced by metabolism, or a substance taken
into the body in food and then metabolised
metacarpal bone /metə kɑ p(ə)l bəυn/,
metacarpal /metə kɑ p(ə)l/ noun one of the
five bones in the metacarpus
metacarpophalangeal /metəkɑ pəυfə
lndiəl/ adjective relating to the part of the
hand between the wrist and the fingers
metacarpophalangeal
joint
/metə
kɑ pəυfə lndiəl dɔnt/ noun a joint between a metacarpal bone and a finger. Also
called MCP joint, MP joint




metatarsalgia

metabolite



methaemoglobin

metamorphopsia /metəmɔ fɒpsiə/ noun
a condition in which someone sees objects in
distorted form, usually due to inflammation of
the choroid
metaphase / metəfez/ noun one of the
stages in mitosis or meiosis
metaphysis /me tfəss/ noun the end of
the central section of a long bone, where the
bone grows and where it joins the epiphysis
metaplasia /metə pleziə/ noun a change of
one tissue to another
metastasis /me tstəss/ noun the spreading of a malignant disease from one part of the
body to another through the bloodstream or the
lymph system. Also called secondary growth
metamorphopsia





(NOTE: The plural is metatarsi.)
metatarsus adductus /metətɑ səs ə
d"ktəs/ noun a condition found in newborn
metatarsus adductus





babies or young infants in which the front half
of the foot is twisted inwards at an angle to the
heel
meteorism / mi tiərz(ə)m/ noun same as
meteorism



tympanites
meter / mi tə/ noun US same as metre
-meter /mi tə, mtə/ suffix measuring instrumeter



-meter

ment
metformin /met fɔ mn/ noun a drug which
reduces the level of the blood sugar levels,
used to treat non-insulin dependent diabetes
which does not respond to dietary measures
methadone / meθədəυn/ noun a synthetically produced narcotic drug, used to reduce pain
and as a substitute for heroin in the treatment
of addiction
methaemoglobin /methi məυ &ləυbn/
noun a dark brown substance formed from
haemoglobin which develops during illness,
following treatment with some drugs. Methaemetformin



methadone



methaemoglobin
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moglobin cannot transport oxygen round the
body, and so causes cyanosis.
methaemoglobinaemia
/methi məυ
&ləυb ni miə/ noun the presence of methaemoglobin in the blood
methane / mi θen, meθen/ noun a colourless flammable gas with no smell
methanol / meθənɒl/ noun a colourless poisonous liquid, used as a solvent and a fuel. It
changes easily into a gas. Also called methyl
methaemoglobinaemia







methane





methanol



alcohol

methicillin /meθ sln/ noun a synthetically
produced antibiotic, used in the treatment of
infections which are resistant to penicillin
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus /meθsln r zstənt stflə
kɒkəs ɔ riəs/ noun a bacterium resistant to
almost all antibiotics and which can cause lifethreatening infection in people recovering
from surgery. Abbr MRSA
methionine /me θaəni n/ noun an essential
amino acid
method / meθəd/ noun a way of doing something
methotrexate /meθə trekset/ noun a drug
which helps to prevent cells reproducing, used
in the treatment of cancer
methyl alcohol /mi θal lkəhɒl/ noun
same as methanol
methylated spirits /meθəletd sprts/
plural noun almost pure alcohol, with wood alcohol and colouring added
methylene blue /meθli n blu / noun a
blue dye, formerly used as a mild urinary antiseptic, now used to treat drug-induced methaemoglobinaemia
methylenedioxymethamphetamine /me
θli ndaɒksmeθm fetəmi n/ noun same
as ecstasy
methylphenidate /mi θal fendet/ noun
a drug which stimulates the central nervous
system, used in the treatment of narcolepsy
and attention deficit disorder
methylprednisolone
/mi θalpred
nsələυn/ noun a corticosteroid drug which
reduces inflammation, used in the treatment of
arthritis, allergies and asthma
metoclopramide /metəυ kləυprəmad/
noun a drug used to treat nausea, vomiting and
indigestion
metoprolol /m tɒprəlɒl/ noun a drug which
controls the activity of the heart, used to treat
angina and high blood pressure
metr- /metr/ prefix same as metro- (used bemethicillin





methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus







methionine



method



methotrexate





methyl alcohol



methylated spirits



methylene blue



methylenedioxymethamphetamine









methylphenidate





methylprednisolone







metoclopramide







metoprolol



metr-

fore vowels)
metra / metrə/ noun the uterus
metralgia /me trldə/ noun pain in the
metra



metralgia



uterus
metre / mi tə/ noun an SI unit of length 쑗 The
room is four metres by three. Symbol m (NOTE:
metre



The US spelling is meter.)

metritis /me trats/ noun same as myometrimetritis



tis

metro- /metrəυ/ prefix referring to the uterus
metrocolpocele /metrə kɒlpəυsi l/ noun a
condition in which the uterus protrudes into
the vagina
metronidazole /metrə ndəzəυl/ noun a
yellow antibiotic compound, used especially
in the treatment of vaginal infections
metropathia haemorrhagica /metrəpθiə
hemə redkə/ noun an essential uterine
haemorrhage, where the lining of the uterus
swells and there is heavy menstrual bleeding
metroptosis /metrə təυss/ noun a condition in which the uterus has moved downwards
out of its usual position. Also called prolapse
metro-

metrocolpocele





metronidazole





metropathia haemorrhagica





metroptosis





of the uterus

metrorrhagia /mi trəυ rediə/ noun unusual bleeding from the vagina between the
menstrual periods
metrostaxis /mi trəυ stkss/ noun a continual light bleeding from the uterus
-metry /mətri/ suffix relating to the process of
measuring, or to instruments which are used
for measuring
mg abbr milligram
MI abbr 1. mitral incompetence 2. myocardial
infarction
micelle /m sel/ noun a tiny particle formed
by the digestion of fat in the small intestine
Michel’s clips /mʃelz klps/ plural noun
metal clips used to suture a wound [After Gasmetrorrhagia





metrostaxis





-metry

mg

MI

micelle



Michel’s clips



ton Michel (1874–1937), Professor of Clinical
Surgery at Nancy, France]
miconazole /ma kɒnəzəυl/ noun a drug
miconazole



used to treat fungal infections of the skin and
nails
micro- /makrəυ/ prefix 1. very small. Opposite macro-, mega-, megalo- 2. one millionth
(10-6)
microaneurysm /makrəυ njərz(ə)m/
noun a tiny swelling in the wall of a capillary
in the retina
microangiopathy /makrəυndi ɒpəθi/
noun any disease of the capillaries
microbe / makrəυb/ noun a microorganism
which may cause disease and which can only
be seen with a microscope, e.g. a bacterium
microbial /ma krəυbiəl/ adjective referring
to microbes
microbial disease /makrəυbiəl d zi z/
noun a disease caused by a microbe
microbiological
/makrəυbaə
lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to microbiology
microbiologist
/makrəυba ɒlədst/
noun a scientist who specialises in the study of
microorganisms
microbiology /makrəυba ɒlədi/ noun
the scientific study of microorganisms
micro-

microaneurysm





microangiopathy







microbe



microbial



microbial disease





microbiological





microbiologist





microbiology
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microcephalic /makrəυke flk/ adjective having microcephaly
microcephaly /makrəυ kefəli/ noun a
condition in which a person has an unusually
small head, sometimes caused by the mother
having had a rubella infection during pregnancy
microcheilia /makrəυ kaliə/ noun the
condition of having unusually small lips
Micrococcus /makrəυ kɒkəs/ noun a genus of bacterium, some species of which cause
arthritis, endocarditis and meningitis
microcyte / makrəυsat/ noun an unusually
small red blood cell
microcythaemia
/makrəυsa θi miə/
noun same as microcytosis
microcytic /makrə stk/ adjective referring to microcytes
microcytosis /makrəυsa təυss/ noun
the presence of excess microcytes in the blood
microdactylia /makrəυdk tliə/, microdactyly /makrəυ dktli/ noun a condition
in which a person has unusually small or short
fingers or toes
microdiscectomy /makrəυdsk ektəmi/
noun a surgical operation to remove all or part
of a disc in the spine which is pressing on a
nerve
microdontism
/ makrəυ dɒntz(ə)m/,
microdontia / makrəυ dɒntiə/ noun the condition of having unusually small teeth
microglia /ma krɒ&liə/ noun tissue in the
central nervous system composed of tiny cells
which destroy other cells
microglossia /makrəυ &lɒsiə/ noun a condition in which a person has an unusually
small tongue
micrognathia /makrəυ neθiə/ noun a
condition in which one jaw is unusually smaller than the other
microgram / makrə&rm/ noun a unit of
measurement of weight equal to one millionth
of a gram
micromastia /makrəυ mstiə/ noun a
condition in which a person has unusually
small breasts
micromelia /makrəυ mi liə/ noun a condition in which a person has unusually small
arms or legs
micrometer /ma krɒmtə/ noun 1. an instrument for taking very small measurements,
such as the width or thickness of very thin
pieces of tissue 2. US same as micrometre
micrometre / makrəυmi tə/ noun a unit of
measurement of thickness (= one millionth of
a metre) (NOTE: With figures, usually written
microcephalic





microcephaly





microcheilia





Micrococcus





microcyte



microcythaemia



microcytic





microcytosis





microdactylia









microdiscectomy







microdontism









microglia



microglossia





micrognathia





microgram



micromastia





micromelia





micrometer



micrometre





µm.)

micromole / makrəυməυl/ noun a unit of
measurement of the amount of substance equal
to one millionth of a mole. Symbol µ
micron / makrɒn/ noun same as micrometre
micromole



micron





micturition

micronutrient / makrəυnju triənt/ noun a
substance which an organism needs for normal
growth and development, but only in very
small quantities, e.g. a vitamin or mineral.
Compare macronutrient
microorganism /makrəυ ɔ &ənz(ə)m/
noun an organism which can only be seen under a microscope and which may cause disease. Viruses, bacteria and protozoa are microorganisms.
microphthalmia /makrɒf θlmiə/ noun a
condition in which the eyes are unusually
small
micropsia /ma krɒpsiə/ noun a condition in
which someone sees objects smaller than they
really are, caused by an unusual development
in the retina
microscope / makrəskəυp/ noun a scientific instrument with lenses, which makes very
small objects appear larger 쑗 The tissue was
examined under the microscope. 쑗 Under the
microscope it was possible to see the cancer
cells.
micronutrient





microorganism





microphthalmia





micropsia



microscope



COMMENT: In an ordinary or light microscope
the image is magnified by lenses. In an electron microscope the lenses are electromagnets and a beam of electrons is used instead
of light, thereby achieving much greater magnifications.
microscopic /makrə skɒpk/ adjective so
microscopic





small that it can only be seen through a microscope
microscopy /ma krɒskəpi/ noun the science of the use of microscopes
microsecond / makrəυsekənd/ noun a
unit of measurement of time ( = one millionth
of a second) (NOTE: With figures, usually written
microscopy



microsecond





µs.)

Microsporum / makrəυspɔ rəm/ noun a
type of fungus which causes ringworm of the
hair, skin and sometimes nails
microsurgery / makrəυ s! dəri/ noun
surgery using tiny instruments and a microscope. Microsurgery is used in operations on
eyes and ears, and also to connect severed
nerves and blood vessels.
microvillus /makrəυ vləs/ noun a very
small process found on the surface of many
cells, especially the epithelial cells in the intestine (NOTE: The plural is microvilli.)
microwave
therapy
/ makrəυwev
θerəpi/ noun treatment using high-frequency
radiation
micturate / mktjυret/ verb same as urinate
micturating cystogram /mktjυretŋ
sstəυ&rm/, micturating cysto-urethrogram / mktjυretŋ sstəυ jυ ri θrə&rm/
noun an X-ray of the bladder and urethra taken
while the bladder is being filled and then emptied. Abbr MCU, MCUG
micturition /mktjυ rʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
Microsporum



microsurgery





microvillus





microwave therapy



micturate



micturating cystogram







micturition



urination
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mid- /md/ prefix middle
midazolam /m dzəlm/ noun a drug used
to produce sleepiness and to reduce anxiety
before surgery or other procedures
midbrain / mdbren/ noun the small middle
section of the brain stem above the pons and
between the cerebrum and the hindbrain. Also
called mesencephalon
midcarpal /md kɑ p(ə)l/ adjective between
the two rows of carpal bones
middle / md(ə)l/ noun 1. the centre or central
point of something 2. the waist or stomach area
mid-

midazolam



midbrain



midcarpal



middle



(informal )

middle-aged /md(ə)l edd/ adjective not
young and not old, in the middle years of life
쑗 a disease which affects middle-aged women
middle colic /md(ə)l kɒlk/ noun an artery
which leads from the superior mesenteric artery
middle ear /md(ə)l ə/ noun a section of
the ear between the eardrum and the inner ear
middle-aged



middle colic



middle ear



COMMENT:

The middle ear contains the three
ossicles which receive vibrations from the eardrum and transmit them to the cochlea. The
middle ear is connected to the throat by the
Eustachian tube.
middle ear infection /md(ə)l ər n
fekʃən/ noun same as otitis media
middle finger /md(ə)l fŋ&ə/ noun the
middle ear infection





middle finger



longest of the five fingers
midgut / md&"t/ noun the middle part of the
gut in an embryo, which develops into the
small intestine
mid-life crisis /md laf krass/ noun a period in early middle age when some people experience feelings of anxiety, insecurity and
self-doubt
midline / mdlan/ noun an imaginary line
drawn down the middle of the body from the
head through the navel to the point between
the feet
midgut



mid-life crisis



midline



‘…patients admitted with acute abdominal pains
were referred for study. Abdominal puncture was
carried out in the midline immediately above or below the umbilicus.’ [Lancet]
midriff / mdrf/ noun the diaphragm
midstream specimen / mdstri m spes*
mn/, midstream specimen of urine /md*
stri m spesmn əv jυərn/ noun a sample
midriff



midstream specimen





of urine collected in a sterile bottle in the middle of a flow of urine, because the first part of
the flow may be contaminated with bacteria
from the skin. Abbr MSU
midtarsal /md tɑ s(ə)l/ adjective between
the tarsal bones
midwife / mdwaf/ noun a professional person who helps a woman give birth to a child,
often at home
midtarsal



midwife



COMMENT: To become a Registered Midwife
(RM), a Registered General Nurse has to take
a further 18 month course, or alternatively can
follow a full 3 year course.

midwifery /md wfəri/ noun 1. the profession of a midwife 2. the study of the practical
aspects of obstetrics
midwifery course /md wfəri kɔ s/ noun a
training course to teach nurses the techniques
of being a midwife
migraine / mi &ren, ma&ren/, migraine
headache /mi &ren hedek/ noun a very severe throbbing headache which can be accompanied by nausea, vomiting, visual disturbance
and vertigo. The cause is not known. Attacks
may be preceded by an ‘aura’, where the patient sees flashing lights, or the eyesight becomes blurred. The pain is usually intense and
affects one side of the head only.
migrainous / ma&renəs/ adjective referring to someone who is subject to migraine attacks
mild /mald/ adjective not severe, not cold,
gentle 쑗 a mild throat infection
mildly / maldli/ adverb slightly, not strongly
쑗 a mildly infectious disease 쑗 a mildly antiseptic solution
milia / mliə/ plural of milium
miliaria /mli eəriə/ noun itchy red spots
which develop on the chest, under the armpits
and between the thighs in hot countries,
caused by blocked sweat glands. Also called
midwifery



midwifery course



migraine







migrainous



mild

mildly



milia



miliaria





prickly heat, heat rash
miliary / mliəri/ adjective small in size, like a
miliary



seed
miliary tuberculosis /mliəri tju b! kjυ
ləυss/ noun a form of tuberculosis which occurs as little nodes in many parts of the body,
including the meninges of the brain and spinal
cord
milium / mliəm/ noun 1. a white pinheadsized tumour on the face in adults 2. a retention
cyst in infants 3. a cyst on the skin (NOTE: [all
miliary tuberculosis







milium



senses] The plural is milia.)
milk /mlk/ noun 1. a white liquid produced by
milk

female mammals to feed their young. Cow’s
milk and other dairy products are important
parts of most diets, especially children’s. 쑗
The patient can only drink warm milk. (NOTE:

No plural: some milk, a bottle of milk or a glass
of milk.) 2. the breast milk produced by a wom-

an 쑗 The milk will start to flow a few days after
childbirth. (NOTE: For other terms referring to
milk, see words beginning with galact-, galacto, lact-, lacto-.)
milk dentition /mlk den tʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as deciduous dentition
milk leg / mlk le&/ noun acute oedema of the
milk dentition



milk leg



leg, a condition which affects women after
childbirth, where a leg becomes pale and inflamed as a result of lymphatic obstruction.
Also called white leg, phlegmasia alba do-

lens

milk rash / mlk rʃ/ noun a temporary
blotchiness of the skin seen in young babies
milk rash
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milk sugar /mlk ʃυ&ə/ noun same as lacmilk sugar

tose

milk tooth / mlk tu θ/ noun same as primary
milk tooth



tooth

milky / mlki/ adjective referring to liquid
which is white like milk
Miller-Abbott tube /mlər bət tju b/
noun a tube with a balloon at the end, used to
clear the small intestine. The balloon is inflated after the tip of the tube reaches an obstruction.
milli- /ml/ prefix one thousandth (10-3). Symbol m
milligram / ml&rm/ noun a unit of measurement of weight equal to one thousandth of
a gram. Symbol mg
millilitre / ml li tə/ noun a unit of measurement of liquid equal to one thousandth of a litre. Abbr ml (NOTE: The US spelling is millilitmilky



Miller-Abbott tube



milli-

milligram



millilitre





er.)

miscarriage

helps the growth of bones and encourages
blood clotting; iron (found in bread and liver)
which helps produce red blood cells; phosphorus (found in bread and fish) which helps
in the growth of bones and the metabolism of
fats; iodine (found in fish) which is essential to
the functioning of the thyroid gland.
mineral water / mn(ə)rəl wɔ tə/ noun a
mineral water



drinking water containing dissolved mineral
salts from the ground the water is piped from.
It is bottled and sold.
minim / mnm/ noun a liquid measure used
in pharmacy (one sixtieth of a drachm)
minimal / mnm(ə)l/ adjective very small
minimally invasive surgery /mnm(ə)l
nvesv s! dəri/ noun surgery which involves the least possible disturbance to the
body. It often uses lasers and other high-tech
devices.
mini mental state examination /mni
ment(ə)l stet &zmneʃ(ə)n/ noun a test
performed mainly by psychiatrists to determine someone’s mental ability, used in the diagnosis of dementia
minimum / mnməm/ adjective smallest
possible 쐽 noun the smallest possible amount
minim



minimal



minimally invasive surgery





mini mental state examination





millimetre / mlmi tə/ noun a unit of measurement of length equal to one thousandth of a
metre. Abbr mm (NOTE: The US spelling is milmillimetre



limeter.)

minimum



millimole / mliməυl/ noun a unit of measurement of the amount of a substance equal to
one thousandth of a mole. Abbr mmol
millisievert / mlisi vət/ noun a unit of
measurement of radiation 왍 millisievert/year
(mSv/year) number of millisieverts per year
millimole



millisievert



‘…radiation limits for workers should be cut from 50
to 5 millisieverts, and those for members of the public from 5 to 0.25’ [Guardian]
Milroy’s disease / mlrɔz dzi z/ noun a
Milroy’s disease





hereditary condition where the lymph vessels
are blocked and the legs swell [Described 1892.

After William Forsyth Milroy (1855–1942), Professor of Clinical Medicine in Nebraska, USA.]
Milwaukee brace /mlwɔ ki bres/ noun a
Milwaukee brace



support for people with unusually curved
spines, consisting of a leather or metal pelvic
girdle with two bars at the back and one at the
front, which connect into a neck ring
mimesis /m mi ss/ noun the appearance of
the symptoms of a disease in someone who
does not have the disease
Minamata disease /mnə mɑ tə d zi z/
noun a form of mercury poisoning from eating
polluted fish, found first in Japan
mind /mand/ noun the part of the brain which
controls memory, consciousness or reasoning
왍 he’s got something on his mind he’s worrying about something 왍 let’s try to take her
mind off her exams try to stop her worrying
about them
miner / manə/ noun a person who works in a
coal mine
mineral / mn(ə)rəl/ noun an inorganic substance
mimesis



Minamata disease







mind

miner



mineral



COMMENT: The most important minerals required by the body are: calcium (found in
cheese, milk and green vegetables) which

(NOTE: The plural is minimums or minima.)
minimum lethal dose /mnməm li θ(ə)l
dəυs/ noun the smallest amount of a subminimum lethal dose



stance required to kill someone or something.
Abbr MLD
ministroke / mnistrəυk/ noun same as tranministroke



sient ischaemic attack

minitracheostomy /mnitreki ɒstəmi/
noun a temporary tracheostomy
minor / manə/ adjective 1. not very serious or
life-threatening 2. less important or serious
than others of the same type 왘 opposite major
minitracheostomy







minor



‘…practice nurses play a major role in the care of patients with chronic disease and they undertake many
preventive procedures. They also deal with a substantial amount of minor trauma’ [Nursing Times]
minor illness /manər lnəs/ noun an illminor illness



ness which is not serious
minor injuries unit /manər ndəriz
ju nt/ noun a hospital department which
treats most accidents and emergencies. Abbr
minor injuries unit



MIU

minor surgery /manə s! dəri/ noun surgery which can be undertaken even when there
are no hospital facilities. Compare major surminor surgery



gery

mio- /maəυ/ prefix less
miosis /ma əυss/ noun 1. the contraction of
the pupil of the eye, as in bright light 2. US
same as meiosis
miotic /ma ɒtk/ noun a drug which makes
the pupil of the eye become smaller 쐽 adjective
causing the pupil of the eye to become smaller
mis- /ms/ prefix wrong
miscarriage / mskrd/ noun a situation
in which an unborn baby leaves the uterus before the end of the pregnancy, especially durmio-

miosis



miotic



mis-

miscarriage
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ing the first seven months of pregnancy 쑗 She
had two miscarriages before having her first
child. Also called spontaneous abortion
miscarry /ms kri/ verb to have a miscarriage 쑗 The accident made her miscarry. 쑗
She miscarried after catching the infection.
misconduct /ms kɒnd"kt/ noun action by
a professional person such as a doctor which is
considered wrong
misdiagnose /ms daə&nəυz/ verb to
make an incorrect diagnosis of a condition
misdiagnosis /msdaə& nəυss/ noun an
incorrect diagnosis
mismatch / msmtʃ/ verb to match tissues
wrongly
miscarry



misconduct



misdiagnose







misdiagnosis





mismatch



‘…finding donors of correct histocompatible type is
difficult but necessary because results using mismatched bone marrow are disappointing’
[Hospital Update]
miso- /msɒ/ prefix indicating hatred of somemiso-

thing
missed case /mst kes/ noun someone
with an infection or disease which is not identified by a doctor
mist. /mst/, mistura /ms tjυərə/ 쏡 re. mist.
misuse noun /ms ju s/ wrong use 쑗 He was
arrested for misuse of drugs. 쐽 verb /ms ju z/
to use something such as a drug wrongly
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 /msju s əv
dr"&z kt/ noun a law relating to all aspects
of the supply and possession of dangerous
drugs such as morphine, anabolic steroids,
LSD and cannabis. In 2002 many new benzodiazepines were added.
mite /mat/ noun a very small parasite, which
causes dermatitis
mitochondrial /matə kɒndriəl/ adjective
referring to mitochondria
mitochondrion /matə kɒndriən/ noun a
tiny rod-shaped part of a cell’s cytoplasm responsible for cell respiration (NOTE: The plural
missed case



mist.



misuse





Misuse of Drugs Act 1971



mite

mitochondrial





mitochondrion





fused (NOTE: This condition is almost always the
result of rheumatic endocarditis.)
mitral valve / matrəl vlv/ noun a valve in
mitral valve



the heart which allows blood to flow from the
left atrium to the left ventricle but not in the
opposite direction. Also called bicuspid valve
mitral valvotomy /matrəl vl vɒtəmi/
noun a surgical operation to separate the cusps
of the mitral valve in mitral stenosis
mittelschmerz / mt(ə)lʃmeəts/ noun a
pain felt by women in the lower abdomen at
ovulation
MIU abbr minor injuries unit
mix /mks/ verb to put things together 쑗 The
pharmacist mixed the chemicals in a bottle.
mixture / mkstʃə/ noun chemical substances mixed together 쑗 The doctor gave me an
unpleasant mixture to drink. 쑗 Take one
spoonful of the mixture every three hours.
ml abbr millilitre
MLD abbr minimum lethal dose
MLSO abbr medical laboratory scientific officer
mm abbr millimetre
mmol abbr millimole
MMR /em em ɑ /, MMR vaccine /em em ɑ
vksi n/ noun a single vaccine given to small
children to protect them against measles,
mumps and rubella
Mn symbol manganese
MND abbr motor neurone disease
MO abbr medical officer
mobile / məυbal/ adjective able to move
about 쑗 It is important for elderly patients to
remain mobile.
mobilisation /məυbla zeʃ(ə)n/, mobilization noun the act of making something mobile
mobility /məυ blti/ noun (of patients) the
ability to move about
mobility allowance /məυ blti əlaυəns/
noun a government benefit to help disabled
people pay for transport
modality /məυ dlti/ noun a method used
in the treatment of a disorder, e.g. surgery or
chemotherapy
moderate / mɒd(ə)rət/ adjective not high or
low
moderately / mɒd(ə)rətli/ adverb not at one
or other extreme 쑗 The patient had a moderately comfortable night.
modern matron /mɒd(ə)n metrən/ noun
a nursing post which supports the ward sister
in ensuring that basic care of patients, including cleanliness of the ward and infection control, is carried out to a high standard
modiolus /məυ di ələs/ noun the central
stalk in the cochlea
MODS abbr multiple organ dysfunction syndrome
mitral valvotomy





mittelschmerz





MIU

mix

mixture



ml

MLD

MLSO

mm

mmol

MMR





Mn

MND

MO

mobile



mobilisation





mobility



mobility allowance

is mitochondria.)



mitomycin C /matəυmasn si / noun an
antibiotic which helps to prevent cancer cells
from growing, used especially in the chemotherapy treatment of bladder and rectal cancers
mitosis /ma təυss/ noun the process of cell
division, where the mother cell divides into
two identical daughter cells. Compare meiosis
mitral / matrəl/ adjective referring to the mitral valve
mitral
incompetence /matrəl n
kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun Abbr MI. Now called mimitomycin C



mitosis



mitral



mitral incompetence





tral regurgitation

mitral regurgitation /matrəl r&! d
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a situation in which the mitral
valve does not close completely so that blood
goes back into the atrium
mitral stenosis /matrəl ste nəυss/ noun
a condition in which the opening in the mitral
valve becomes smaller because the cusps have
mitral regurgitation





mitral stenosis







modality



moderate



moderately



modern matron



modiolus



MODS
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MOF abbr 1. male or female 2. multi-organ
failure
Mogadon / mɒ&ədɒn/ a trade name for nitrazepam
MOH abbr Medical Officer of Health
moist /mɔst/ adjective slightly wet or damp
쑗 The compress should be kept moist.
moisten / mɔs(ə)n/ verb to make something
damp
moist gangrene /mɔst &ŋ&ri n/ noun a
condition in which dead tissue decays and
swells with fluid because of infection and the
tissues have an unpleasant smell
moisture / mɔstʃə/ noun water or other liquid
moisture content / mɔstʃə kɒntent/
noun the amount of water or other liquid which
a substance contains
mol /məυl/ symbol mole noun 2
molar / məυlə/ adjective 1. referring to the
large back teeth 2. referring to the mole, the SI
unit of amount of a substance 쐽 noun one of
the large back teeth, used for grinding food. In
milk teeth there are eight molars and in permanent teeth there are twelve. See illustration at
TEETH in Supplement
molarity /məυ lrti/ noun the strength of a
solution shown as the number of moles of a
substance per litre of solution
molasses /mə lsz/ noun a dark sweet substance made of sugar before it has been refined
mole /məυl/ noun 1. a dark raised spot on the
skin 쑗 She has a large mole on her chin. 쒁
melanoma 2. an SI unit of measurement of the
amount of a substance. Symbol mol
molecular /mə lekjυlə/ adjective referring to
a molecule
molecular biology /məlekjυlə ba ɒlədi/
noun the study of the molecules of living matter
molecular weight /məlekjυlə wet/ noun
the weight of one molecule of a substance
molecule / mɒlkju l/ noun the smallest independent mass of a substance
molluscum /mə l"skəm/ noun a soft round
skin tumour
molluscum contagiosum /məl"skəm
kəntedi əυsəm/ noun a contagious viral
skin infection which gives a small soft sore
molluscum fibrosum /mə l"skəm fa
brəυsəm/ noun same as neurofibromatosis
molluscum sebaceum /mə l"skəm s
beʃəm/ noun a benign skin tumour which
disappears after a short time
molybdenum /mɒ lbdənəm/ noun a metallic trace element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
MOF

Mogadon



MOH

moist

moisten



moist gangrene



moisture



moisture content



mol

molar



molarity



molasses



mole

molecular



molecular biology





molecular weight



molecule



molluscum



molluscum contagiosum







molluscum fibrosum





molluscum sebaceum





molybdenum



Mo.)

monaural /mɒn ɔ rəl/ adjective referring to
the use of one ear only
Mönckeberg’s
arteriosclerosis
/
m"nkəbeə&z ɑ ti riəυskle rəυsis/ noun a
monaural



Mönckeberg’s arteriosclerosis







monocytosis

condition of elderly people, where the media
of the arteries in the legs harden, causing limping [Described 1903. After Johann Georg
Mönckeberg (1877–1925), German physician
and pathologist.]
mongolism / mɒŋ&əlz(ə)m/ noun a former
name for Down’s syndrome (NOTE: This term is
regarded as offensive.)
Monilia /məυ nliə/ noun same as Candida
moniliasis /mɒni laəss/ noun same as candidiasis
monitor / mɒntə/ noun a screen on a computer 쐽 verb 1. to check something 2. to examine
mongolism



Monilia



moniliasis



monitor



how someone is progressing
monitoring / mɒnt(ə)rŋ/ noun the regular
examination and recording of a person’s temperature, weight, blood pressure and other essential indicators
mono- /mɒnəυ/ prefix single or one
monoamine oxidase /mɒnəυmi n ɒk*
sdez/ noun an enzyme which breaks down
the catecholamines to their inactive forms.
Abbr MAO
monoamine oxidase inhibitor /mɒnəυ
mi n ɒksdez n hbtə/ noun a drug
which inhibits monoamine oxidase and is used
to treat depression, e.g. phenelzine. Its use is
limited, because of the potential for drug and
dietary interactions and the necessity for slow
withdrawal. It can also cause high blood pressure. Abbr MAOI. Also called MAO inhibitor
monoblast / mɒnəυblst/ noun a cell which
produces a monocyte
monochromatism
/mɒnəυ krəυmə
tz(ə)m/ noun colour blindness in which all
colours appear to be black, grey or white.
Compare dichromatism, trichromatism
monoclonal /mɒnəυ kləυn(ə)l/ adjective
referring to cells or products of cells which are
formed or derived from a single clone
monoclonal antibody /mɒnəυkləυn(ə)l
ntbɒdi/ noun an antibody which can be
easily made in the laboratory by a single clone
of cells. It may be useful in the treatment of
cancer.
monocular /mɒ nɒkjυlə/ adjective referring
to one eye. Compare binocular
monocular vision /mənɒkjυlə v(ə)n/
noun the ability to see with one eye only, so
that the sense of distance is impaired
monocyte / mɒnəυsat/ noun a white blood
cell with a nucleus shaped like a kidney, which
destroys bacterial cells
monocytosis /mɒnəυsa təυss/ noun a
condition in which there is an unusually high
number of monocytes in the blood. Symptoms
include sore throat, swelling of the lymph
nodes and fever. It is probably caused by the
Epstein–Barr virus. Also called glandular femonitoring



mono-

monoamine oxidase





monoamine oxidase inhibitor





monoblast



monochromatism





monoclonal





monoclonal antibody



monocular



monocular vision



monocyte



monocytosis



ver
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monodactylism /mɒnəυ dktlz(ə)m/
noun a congenital condition in which only one
finger or toe is present on the hand or foot
monomania /mɒnəυ meniə/ noun a state
of mental disorder in which a person concentrates attention on one idea
mononeuritis /mɒnəυnju rats/ noun a
neuritis which affects one nerve
mononuclear /mɒnəυ nju kliə/ adjective
referring to a cell such as a monocyte which
has one nucleus
mononucleosis
/mɒnəυnju kli əυss/
noun same as monocytosis
monoplegia /mɒnəυ pli də/ noun the paralysis of one part of the body only, i.e. one
muscle or one limb
monorchism / mɒnɔ kz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which only one testis is visible
monosaccharide /mɒnəυ skrad/ noun a
simple sugar which cannot be broken down
any further, such as glucose or fructose
monosodium
glutamate
/mɒnəυ
səυdiəm &lu təmet/ noun a sodium salt of
glutamic acid, often used to make food taste
better. 쒁 Chinese restaurant syndrome
monosomy / mɒnəυsəυmi/ noun a condition in which a person has a chromosome
missing from one or more pairs
monosynaptic /mɒnəυs nptk/ adjective referring to a nervous pathway with only
one synapse
monovalent /mɒnəυ velənt/ adjective
having a valency of one
monoxide /mə nɒksad/ 쏡 carbon
monozygotic twins /mɒnəυza&ɒtk
twnz/ plural noun same as identical twins
mons /mɒnz/ noun a fleshy body part which
sticks out, especially the one formed by the
pad of flesh where the pubic bones join (NOTE:
monodactylism





monomania





mononeuritis





mononuclear





mononucleosis







monoplegia





monorchism



monosaccharide





monosodium glutamate





monosomy



monosynaptic





monovalent





monoxide



monozygotic twins





mons

The plural is montes.)
mons pubis /mɒnz pju bs/ noun a cushmons pubis



ion of fat covering the pubis
monster / mɒnstə/ noun a former term for a
fetus or infant with severe developmental malformations, usually not able to live
mons veneris /mɒnz və nərs/ noun same
as mons pubis
Montezuma’s revenge /mɒntzu məz r
vend/ noun a diarrhoea which affects people
travelling in foreign countries, often due to
eating unwashed fruit or drinking water which
has not been boiled (informal )
Montgomery’s glands /mənt &"məriz
&lndz/ plural noun sebaceous glands around
the nipple which become more marked in
pregnancy [After William Fetherstone Montmonster



mons veneris





Montezuma’s revenge





Montgomery’s glands



gomery (1797–1859), Dublin gynaecologist]
mood /mu d/ noun a person’s mental state at
a particular time 쑗 a mood of excitement 왍 in
mood

a bad mood feeling angry or irritable 왍 in a
good mood feeling happy

moon face / mu n fes/ noun a condition in
which someone has a round red face, occurring in Cushing’s syndrome and when there
are too many steroid hormones in the body
Mooren’s ulcer / məυrənz "lsə/ noun a
persistent ulcer of the cornea, found in elderly
people [After Albert Mooren (1828–99), ophthalmoon face



Mooren’s ulcer



mologist in Düsseldorf, Germany]
morbid / mɔ bd/ adjective 1. showing symptoms of being diseased 쑗 The X-ray showed a
morbid condition of the kidneys. 2. referring to
disease 3. referring to an unhealthy mental facmorbid



ulty
morbid anatomy /mɔ bd ə ntəmi/ noun
same as pathology
morbidity /mɔ bdti/ noun the condition of
being diseased or sick
morbid anatomy





morbidity



‘…apart from death, coronary heart disease causes
considerable morbidity in the form of heart attack,
angina and a number of related diseases’
[Health Education Journal]
morbidity rate /mɔ bdti ret/ noun the
morbidity rate



number of cases of a disease per hundred thousand of population
morbilli /mɔ bli/ noun same as measles
morbilliform /mɔ blifɔ m/ adjective referring to a rash which is similar to measles
morbus / mɔ bəs/ noun disease
moribund / mɒrb"nd/ adjective dying 쐽
noun a dying person
morning / mɔ nŋ/ noun the first part of the
day before 12 o’clock noon
morning-after feeling /mɔ nŋ ɑ ftə
fi lŋ/ noun 쏡 hangover (informal )
morning-after pill /mɔ nŋ ɑ ftə pl/ noun
a contraceptive pill taken after intercourse.
Also called next-day pill
morning sickness / mɔ nŋ sknəs/ noun
nausea and vomiting experienced by women in
the early stages of pregnancy when they get up
in the morning
Moro reflex / mɔ rəυ ri fleks/ noun a reflex
of a newborn baby when it hears a loud noise
morbilli



morbilliform



morbus



moribund



morning



morning-after feeling



morning-after pill



morning sickness



Moro reflex



(NOTE: The baby is laid on a table and observed
to see if it raises its arms when the table is
struck.) [After Ernst Moro (1874–1951), paediatrician in Heidelberg, Germany]
morphea /mɔ fiə/ noun a form of sclerodermorphea



ma, a disease where the skin is replaced by
thick connective tissue
morphia / mɔ fiə/ same as morphine
morphine / mɔ fi n/ noun an analgesic derived from opium that is used to treat severe
pain and may become addictive with prolonged use
morpho- /mɔ fəυ/ prefix relating to form,
shape or structure
morphoea /mɔ fiə/ noun same as morphea
morphology /mɔ fɒlədi/ noun the study of
the structure and shape of living organisms
morphia



morphine



morpho-

morphoea



morphology



Medicine.fm Page 251 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

251
-morphous /mɔ fəs/ suffix relating to form
or structure of a particular type
mortality rate /mɔ tlti ret/ noun the
number of deaths per year, shown per hundred
thousand of population
mortification /mɔ tf keʃ(ə)n/ noun 쏡
-morphous

mortality rate



mortification





necrosis
mortis / mɔ ts/ 쏡 rigor
mortuary / mɔ tjuəri/ noun a room in a hosmortis



mortuary



pital where dead bodies are kept until removed
by an undertaker for burial
morula / mɒrυlə/ noun an early stage in the
development of an embryo, where the cleavage of the ovum creates a mass of cells
mosquito /mɒ ski təυ/ noun an insect which
sucks human blood, some species of which
can pass viruses or parasites into the bloodstream
morula



mosquito



COMMENT: In northern countries a mosquito
bite merely produces an itchy spot. In tropical
countries dengue, filariasis, malaria and yellow fever are transmitted by mosquitoes, and
are major causes of morbidity and mortality.
Mosquitoes breed in water and they spread
rapidly in lakes or canals created by dams and
other irrigation schemes as well as in containers of water stored for household use.
mother / m"ðə/ noun a biological or adoptive
mother



female parent
mother-fixation / m"ðə fkseʃ(ə)n/ noun
a condition in which a person’s development
has been stopped at a stage where he or she remains like a child, dependent on his or her
mother
motile / məυtal/ adjective referring to a cell
or microorganism which can move spontaneously 쑗 Sperm cells are extremely motile.
motility /məυ tlti/ noun 1. (of cells or microbes) the fact of being able to move about 2.
(of the gut) the action of peristalsis
motion / məυʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. movement 2.
same as bowel movement
motionless / məυʃ(ə)n(ə)ləs/ adjective not
moving 쑗 Catatonic patients can sit motionless for hours.
motion sickness /məυʃ(ə)n sknəs/ noun
illness and nausea felt when travelling. It is
caused by the movement of liquid inside the
labyrinth of the middle ear and is particularly
noticeable in vehicles which are closed, such
as planes, coaches or hovercraft. (informal )
mother-fixation





motile



motility



motion



motionless



motion sickness



COMMENT:

The movement of liquid inside the
labyrinth of the middle ear causes motion
sickness, which is particularly noticeable in
vehicles which are closed, such as planes,
coaches, hovercraft.
motor / məυtə/ adjective referring to movemotor



ment, which produces movement
motor area / məυtər eəriə/, motor cortex /
məυtə kɔ teks/ noun the part of the cortex in
the brain which controls voluntary muscle
movement by sending impulses to the motor
nerves
motor area





moxybustion

motor disorder / məυtə dsɔ də/ noun impairment of the nerves or neurons that cause
muscles to contract to produce movement
motor end plate /məυtər end plet/ noun
the end of a motor nerve where it joins muscle
fibre
motor nerve / məυtə n! v/ noun a nerve
which carries impulses from the brain and spinal cord to muscles and causes movements.
Also called efferent nerve
motor neurone /məυtə njυərəυn/ noun a
neurone which is part of a nerve pathway
transmitting impulses from the brain to a muscle or gland
motor
neurone
disease /məυtə
njυərəυn dzi z/ noun a disease of the nerve
cells which control the movement of the muscles. Abbr MND
motor disorder





motor end plate



motor nerve



motor neurone



motor neurone disease





COMMENT: Motor neurone disease has three
forms: progressive muscular atrophy (PMA),
which affects movements of the hands, lateral
sclerosis, and bulbar palsy, which affects the
mouth and throat.
motor pathway /məυtə pɑ θwe/ noun a
motor pathway



series of motor neurones leading from the motor cortex to a muscle
mottled / mɒt(ə)ld/ adjective with patches of
different colours
mountain fever / maυntn fi və/ noun
same as brucellosis
mountain sickness / maυntn sknəs/
noun same as altitude sickness
mouth /maυθ/ noun an opening at the head of
the alimentary canal, through which food and
drink are taken in, and through which a person
speaks and can breathe 쑗 She was sleeping
with her mouth open. (NOTE: For other terms remottled



mountain fever



mountain sickness



mouth

ferring to the mouth, see oral and words beginning with stomat-, stomato-.)
mouthful / maυθfυl/ noun the amount which
mouthful



you can hold in your mouth
mouth-to-mouth /maυθ tə maυθ/, mouthto-mouth resuscitation /maυθ tə maυθ r
s"s teʃ(ə)n/, mouth-to-mouth ventilation /
maυθ tə maυθ vent leʃ(ə)n/ noun same
as cardiopulmonary resuscitation (informal )
mouth ulcer / maυθ "lsə/ noun a small
white ulcer that appears in groups in the mouth
and on the tongue
mouthwash / maυθwɒʃ/ noun an antiseptic
solution used to treat infection in the mouth
move /mu v/ verb to change from one place to
another, or change something from one place
to another 쑗 Try to move your arm. 쑗 He found
he was unable to move.
movement / mu vmənt/ noun 1. the act of
changing position or the fact of not being still
2. same as bowel movement
moxybustion /mɒks b"stʃ(ə)n/ noun a
treatment used in the Far East, where dried
herbs are placed on the skin and set on fire
mouth-to-mouth













mouth ulcer



mouthwash



move

movement



moxybustion
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MP joint /em pi dɔnt/ noun same as
MP joint



metacarpophalangeal joint
MPS abbr member of the pharmaceutical sociMPS

ety
MRC abbr Medical Research Council
MRCGP abbr Member of the Royal College
of General Practitioners
MRCP abbr Member of the Royal College of
Physicians
MRCS abbr Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons
MRI abbr magnetic resonance imaging
MRC

MRCGP

MRCP

MRCS

MRI

mRNA abbr messenger RNA
MRSA abbr methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
MS abbr 1. mitral stenosis 2. multiple sclerosis
MSH abbr melanocyte-stimulating hormone
MSU abbr midstream specimen of urine
mSv abbr millisievert
mucin / mju sn/ noun a compound of sugars
and protein which is the main substance in mucus
muco- /mju kəυ/ prefix referring to mucus
mucocele / mju kəυsi l/ noun a cavity containing an accumulation of mucus
mucociliary transport /mju kəυsliəri
trnspɔ t/ noun the process in which the cilia, the microscopic structures within the nose,
move mucus towards the oesophagus, cleansing the nose of dust and bacteria
mucocoele / mju kəυsi l/ noun 1. a condition in which a cavity or organ becomes swollen because there is too much mucus in it 2. the
swelling produced by this condition
mucocutaneous /mju kəυkju teniəs/
adjective referring to both mucous membrane
and the skin
mucocutaneous leishmaniasis /mju kəυ
kju teniəs li ʃmə naəss/ noun a disorder
affecting the skin and mucous membrane
mucoid / mju kɔd/ adjective similar to mucus
mucolytic /mju kəυ ltk/ noun a substance
which dissolves mucus
mucomembranous colitis /mju kəυ
membrənəs kə lats/ noun same as mucous
MRSA

MS

MSH

MSU

mSv

mucin



muco-

mucocele



mucociliary transport



mucocoele



mucocutaneous





mucocutaneous leishmaniasis









mucoid



mucolytic





mucomembranous colitis







colitis

mucoprotein /mju kəυ prəυti n/ noun a
form of protein found in blood plasma
mucopurulent /mju kəυ pjυərυlənt/ adjective consisting of a mixture of mucus and pus
mucopus /mju kəυ p"s/ noun a mixture of
mucus and pus
mucormycosis /mju kɔ ma kəυss/ noun
a disease of the ear and throat caused by the
fungus Mucor
mucoprotein





mucopurulent





mucopus





mucormycosis







mucosal



to a mucous membrane
mucous / mju kəs/ adjective referring to
mucus, covered in mucus
mucous cell / mju kəs sel/ noun a cell
which contains mucinogen which secretes mucin
mucous colic /mju kəs kɒlk/ noun an inflammation of the colon, with painful spasms
in the muscles of the walls of the colon
mucous colitis /mju kəs kə lats/ noun
an inflammation of the mucous membrane in
the intestine, in which the person experiences
pain caused by spasms in the muscles of the
walls of the colon, accompanied by constipation or diarrhoea or alternating attacks of both.
Also called irritable bowel syndrome
mucous membrane /mju kəs mem*
bren/ noun a wet membrane which lines internal passages in the body, e.g. the nose,
mouth, stomach and throat, and secretes mucus. Also called mucosa
mucous plug / mju kəs pl"&/ noun a plug
of mucus which blocks the cervical canal during pregnancy
mucoviscidosis
/mju kəυvsi dəυss/
noun same as cystic fibrosis
mucus / mju kəs/ noun a slippery liquid secreted by mucous membranes inside the body,
which protects those membranes (NOTE: For
mucous



mucous cell



mucous colic





mRNA



mucosa

mucous colitis

‘…during an MRI scan, the patient lies within a
strong magnetic field as selected sections of his body
are stimulated with radio frequency waves. Resulting energy changes are measured and used by the
MRI computer to generate images.’ [Nursing 87]



mucosa /mju kəυzə/ noun same as mucous
membrane (NOTE: The plural is mucosae.)
mucosal /mju kəυz(ə)l/ adjective referring



mucous membrane



mucous plug



mucoviscidosis



mucus



other terms referring to mucus, see words beginning with blenno-.)
muddled / m"d(ə)ld/ adjective referring to
muddled



someone whose thought processes are confused
Müllerian duct /m"ləriən d"kt/ noun
same as paramesonephric duct [Described
Müllerian duct



1825. After Johannes Peter Müller (1801–58),
Professor of Anatomy at Bonn, later Professor of
Anatomy and Physiology at Berlin, Germany.]
multi- /m"lti/ prefix many
multicentric /m"lti sentrk/ adjective in
multi-

multicentric





several centres
multicentric trial /m"ltisentrk traəl/,
multicentric testing /m"ltisentrk testŋ/
noun trials carried out in several centres at the
same time
multidisciplinary /m"lti dsplnəri/ adjective using or involving several specialised
subjects or skills 쑗 a multidisciplinary team
multifactorial /m"ltifk tɔ riəl/ adjective
1. involving several different factors or elements 2. referring to inheritance which depends on more than one gene. Height and
weight are examples of characteristics determined by multifactorial inheritance.
multifocal lens /m"ltifəυk(ə)l lenz/ noun
a lens in spectacles whose focus changes from
top to bottom so that the person wearing the
multicentric trial





multidisciplinary





multifactorial





multifocal lens
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spectacles can see objects clearly at different
distances
multiforme / m"ltifɔ m/ 쏡 erythema multimultiforme



forme

multigravida /m"lti &rvdə/ noun a pregnant woman who has been pregnant two or
more times before
multi-infarct dementia /m"lti nfɑ kt d
menʃə/ noun dementia caused by a number of
small strokes, when the dementia is not progressive as in Alzheimer’s disease but increases in steps as new strokes occur
multilocular /m"lti lɒkjυlə/ adjective referring to a body part or growth which has a lot of
separate compartments or locules
multinucleated /m"lti nju klietd/ adjective referring to a cell with several nuclei, such
as a megakaryocyte
multi-organ failure /m"lti ɔ &ən feljə/
noun an extremely serious condition in which
several of the body’s organs stop functioning
at the same time. The person may survive, depending on how many organs fail and the
length of time that the failure lasts. Abbr MOF
multipara /m"l tpərə/ noun a woman who
has given birth to two or more live children
multiple / m"ltp(ə)l/ adjective occurring
several times or in several places
multiple birth /m"ltp(ə)l b! θ/ noun a
birth where more than one child is born at the
same time
multiple fracture /m"ltp(ə)l frktʃə/
noun a condition in which a bone is broken in
several places
multiple myeloma /m"ltp(ə)l maə
ləυmə/ noun a malignant tumour in bone marrow, most often affecting flat bones
multiple organ dysfunction syndrome /
m"ltp(ə)l ɔ &ən ds f"ŋkʃ(ə)n sn
drəυm/ noun a state of continuous disturbances and abnormalities in organ systems, rather
than true failure, e.g. following trauma and
sepsis. It is often fatal. Abbr MODS
multiple pregnancy /m"ltp(ə)l pre&nənsi/
noun a pregnancy where the mother is going to
give birth to more than one child
multiple sclerosis /m"ltp(ə)l sklə
rəυss/ noun a nervous disease which gets
progressively worse, where patches of the fibres of the central nervous system lose their
myelin, causing numbness in the limbs and
progressive weakness and paralysis. Abbr MS.
Also called disseminated sclerosis. 쒁 arteriomultigravida





multi-infarct dementia





multilocular





multinucleated





multi-organ failure



multipara



multiple



multiple birth



multiple fracture



multiple myeloma





multiple organ dysfunction syndrome





multiple pregnancy



multiple sclerosis





sclerosis, atherosclerosis

multipolar
neurone
/m"ltpəυlə
njυərəυn/ noun a neurone with several processes. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement. Compare bipolar neurone, unipolar
multipolar neurone



neurone

multiresistant /m"ltir zstənt/ adjective
resistant to several types of antibiotic
multiresistant





muscle

multivitamin / m"ltivtəmn/ noun a preparation containing several vitamins and sometimes minerals, used as a dietary supplement 쐽
adjective referring to a preparation containing
several vitamins, and sometimes minerals 쑗
multivitamin pills 쑗 multivitamin supplement
mumps /m"mps/ noun an infectious disease
of children, with fever and swellings in the salivary glands, caused by a paramyxovirus 쑗 He
caught mumps from the children next door.
Also called infectious parotitis (NOTE: Takes a
multivitamin





mumps

singular or a plural verb.)
COMMENT: Mumps is a relatively mild disease
in children. In adult males it can have serious
complications and cause inflammation of the
testicles (mumps orchitis).
Münchausen’s
syndrome
/ m"nt
ʃaυz(ə)nz sndrəυm/ noun a mental disorder
Münchausen’s syndrome



in which someone tries to get hospital treatment by claiming symptoms of an illness
which he or she does not have. Many people
will undergo very painful procedures which
they do not need. [Described by Richard Asher

in 1951, and named after Baron von Münchhausen, a 16th century traveller and inveterate
liar]
Münchausen’s syndrome by proxy /
m"ntʃaυz(ə)nz sndrəυm ba prɒksi/
noun a mental disorder in which someone tries
Münchausen’s syndrome by proxy



to get hospital treatment for someone else such
as their child or an elderly relative. It is regarded as a form of child abuse, as the person may
cause a child to be ill in order to receive attention.
mural thrombus /mjυərəl θrɒmbəs/ noun
a thrombus which forms on the wall of a vein
or artery
murder / m! də/ noun the crime of killing
someone intentionally 쐽 verb to kill someone
intentionally
murmur / m! mə/ noun a sound, usually the
sound of the heart, heard through a stethoscope
Murphy’s sign / m! fiz san/ noun a sign of
an inflamed gall bladder, where the person will
experience pain if the abdomen is pressed
while he or she inhales [Described 1912. After
mural thrombus



murder



murmur



Murphy’s sign



John Benjamin Murphy (1857–1916), US surgeon.]
muscae
volitantes /m"ska vɒl
tntez/ plural noun pieces of cellular or
muscae volitantes





blood debris present in the vitreous of the eye,
common in old age but, if a sudden event, can
be a symptom of retinal haemorrhage. Also
called floaters
muscarine / m"skəri n/ noun a poison
found in fungi
muscarinic /m"skə rnk/ adjective referring to a neurone or receptor stimulated by
acetylcholine and muscarine
muscle / m"s(ə)l/ noun 1. an organ in the
body, which contracts to make part of the body
muscarine



muscarinic



muscle
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move 쑗 If you do a lot of exercises you develop
strong muscles. 쑗 The muscles in his legs were
still weak after he had spent two months in
bed. 쑗 She had muscle cramp after going into
the cold water. See illustration at EYE in Supplement 2. same as muscle tissue



muscular tissue



COMMENT:

There are two types of muscle: voluntary (striated) muscles, which are attached
to bones and move parts of the body when
made to do so by the brain, and involuntary
(smooth) muscles which move essential organs such as the intestines and bladder automatically. The heart muscle also works automatically.
muscle coat / m"s(ə)l kəυt/ noun one of

musculo-

musculocutaneous







two layers of muscle forming part of the lining
of the intestine
muscle fatigue / m"s(ə)l fəti &/, muscular
fatigue /m"skjυlə fə ti &/ noun tiredness in
the muscles after strenuous exercise
muscle fibre / m"s(ə)l fabə/ noun a component fibre of muscles (NOTE: There are two
muscle fatigue







muscle fibre



types of fibre which form striated and smooth
muscles.)
muscle relaxant / m"s(ə)l rlksənt/
noun a drug which reduces contractions in the
muscle relaxant





muscles, e.g. baclofen
muscle spasm / m"s(ə)l spz(ə)m/ noun
a sudden contraction of a muscle
muscle spindle / m"s(ə)l spnd(ə)l/ noun
one of the sensory receptors which lie along
striated muscle fibres
muscle tissue / m"s(ə)l tʃu /, muscular
tissue /m"skjυlə tʃu / noun the specialised
type of tissue which forms the muscles and
which can contract and expand
muscle wasting / m"s(ə)l westŋ/ noun a
condition in which the muscles lose weight
and become thin
muscular / m"skjυlə/ adjective referring to
muscle
muscular branch / m"skjυlə brɑ ntʃ/
noun a branch of a nerve to a muscle carrying
efferent impulses to produce contraction
muscular defence /m"skjυlə d fens/
noun a rigidity of muscles associated with inflammation such as peritonitis
muscular disorder / m"skjυlə dsɔ də/
noun a disorder which affects the muscles, e.g.
cramp or strain
muscular dystrophy /m"skjυlə dstrəfi/
noun a type of muscle disease where some
muscles become weak and are replaced with
fatty tissue. 쒁 Duchenne muscular dystrophy
muscular fatigue /m"skjυlə fə ti &/ noun
same as muscle fatigue
muscularis /m"skjυ leərs/ noun muscular
layer of an internal organ
muscular relaxant /m"skjυlə r lksənt/
noun a drug which relaxes the muscles
muscular rheumatism /m"skjυlə ru mə
tz(ə)m/ noun a disease giving pains in the
muscle spasm



muscle spindle



muscle tissue





muscle wasting



muscular



muscular branch



muscular defence





muscular disorder





muscular dystrophy



muscular fatigue





muscularis





muscular relaxant





muscular rheumatism







musculocutaneous nerve

muscle coat



back or neck, usually caused by fibrositis or inflammation of the muscles
muscular system / m"skjυlə sstəm/
noun the muscles in the body, usually applied
only to striated muscles
muscular tissue /m"skjυlə tʃu / noun
same as muscle tissue
musculo- /m"skjυləυ/ prefix relating to or
affecting muscle
musculocutaneous / m"skjυləυ k ju
teniəs / adjective referring to muscle and
skin
musculocutaneous nerve /m"skjυləυ
kju teniəs n! v/ noun a nerve in the brachial plexus which supplies the muscles in the
arm
musculoskeletal /m"skjυləυ skelt(ə)l/
adjective referring to muscles and bone
musculotendinous /m"skjυləυ tendnəs/
adjective referring to both muscular and tendinous tissue
mutant / mju t(ə)nt/ adjective in which mutation has occurred 쐽 noun an organism carrying a mutant gene
mutant gene /mju t(ə)nt di n/ noun a
gene which has undergone mutation
mutate /mju tet/ verb to undergo a genetic
change 쑗 Bacteria can mutate suddenly, and
become increasingly able to infect.
mutation /mju teʃ(ə)n/ noun a change in
DNA which changes the physiological effect
of the DNA on the cell
muscular system







musculoskeletal





musculotendinous





mutant



mutant gene



mutate



mutation



COMMENT: A mutation in the gene for amyloid
precursor protein (APP) in some families
causes early-onset Alzheimer’s disease,
when unusual deposits of beta amyloid are
formed and dementia occurs.
mute /mju t/ adjective 1. unwilling or unable
to speak 2. felt or expressed without speech 쐽
mute

noun somebody who is unable or unwilling to
speak (NOTE: This term is sometimes considered
offensive.)
mutism / mju tz(ə)m/ noun the condition of
being unable to speak. Also called dumbness
my- /ma/ prefix same as myo- (used before
vowels)
myalgia /ma ldə/ noun a muscle pain
myalgic encephalomyelitis /maldk
enkefələυmaə lats/ noun a long-term
mutism



my-

myalgia



myalgic encephalomyelitis







condition affecting the nervous system, in
which someone feels tired and depressed and
has pain and weakness in the muscles. Abbr
ME. Also called chronic fatigue syndrome,
postviral fatigue syndrome

myasthenia /maəs θi niə/, myasthenia
gravis / maəsθi niə &rɑ vs/ noun a general
weakness and dysfunction of the muscles,
caused by poor conduction at the motor end
plates
myc- /mak, mas/ prefix same as mycomyasthenia







myc-

(used before vowels)
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mycelium /ma si liəm/ noun a mass of
threads which forms the main part of a fungus
mycetoma /masi təυmə/ noun same as
mycelium



mycetoma





maduromycosis
myco- /makəυ/ prefix referring to fungus
Mycobacterium
/makəυbk təriəm/
noun one of a group of bacteria including those
myco-

Mycobacterium





which cause leprosy and tuberculosis
mycology /ma kɒlədi/ noun the study of
fungi
Mycoplasma / makəυplzmə/ noun a
type of microorganism, similar to a bacterium,
associated with diseases such as pneumonia
and urethritis
mycosis /ma kəυss/ noun any disease
caused by a fungus, e.g. athlete’s foot
mycosis fungoides /makəυss f"ŋ
&ɔdiz/ noun a form of skin cancer, with irritating nodules
mydriasis /ma draəss/ noun an enlargement of the pupil of the eye
mydriatic /mdri tk/ noun a drug which
makes the pupil of the eye become larger
myectomy /ma ektəmi/ noun the surgical
removal of part or all of a muscle
myel- /maəl/ prefix same as myelo- (used bemycology



Mycoplasma





mycosis



mycosis fungoides





mydriasis



mydriatic





myectomy



myel-

fore vowels)
myelin / maəln/ noun the substance of the
myelin



cell membrane of Schwann cells that coils into
a protective covering around nerve fibres
called a myelin sheath
myelinated / maəlnetd/ adjective referring to nerve fibre covered by a myelin sheath
myelination /maəl neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process by which a myelin sheath forms
around nerve fibres
myelin sheath / maəln ʃi θ/ noun a layer
of myelin that insulates some nerve cells and
speeds the conduction of nerve impulses. See
illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
myelitis /maə lats/ noun 1. inflammation
of the spinal cord 2. an inflammation of bone
marrow
myelo- /maələυ/ prefix 1. referring to bone
marrow 2. referring to the spinal cord
myeloblast / maələblst/ noun a precursor
of a granulocyte
myelocele / maələsi l/ noun same as
myelinated



myelination





myelin sheath



myelitis





myelo-

myeloblast



myelocele



meningomyelocele
myelocyte / maələsat/ noun a cell in bone
myelocyte



marrow which develops into a granulocyte
myelofibrosis /maələfa brəυss/ noun fibrosis of bone marrow, associated with anaemia
myelogram / maələ&rm/ noun a record of
the spinal cord taken by myelography
myelography /maə lɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
examination of the spinal cord and subarachnoid space after a radio-opaque substance has
been injected
myelofibrosis



myelogram



myelography





myoclonic epilepsy

myeloid / maəlɔd/ adjective 1. referring to
bone marrow, or produced by bone marrow 2.
referring to the spinal cord
myeloid leukaemia /maəlɔd lu ki miə/
noun an acute form of leukaemia in adults
myeloid tissue / maəlɔd tʃu / noun red
bone marrow
myeloma /maə ləυmə/ noun a malignant
tumour in bone marrow, at the ends of long
bones or in the jaw
myelomalacia /maələυmə leʃə/ noun
softening of tissue in the spinal cord
myelomatosis /maələυmə təυss/ noun a
disease where malignant tumours infiltrate the
bone marrow
myelomeningocele /maələυ mə nŋ&əυ
si l/ noun same as meningomyelocele
myelopathy /maə lɒpəθi/ noun any disorder of the spinal cord or bone marrow
myelosuppression /maələυsə preʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which the bone marrow
does not produce enough blood cells, often occurring after chemotherapy
myenteron /ma entərɒn/ noun a layer of
muscles in the small intestine, which produces
peristalsis
myiasis / maəss/ noun an infestation by larvae of flies
mylohyoid /malə haɔd/ noun, adjective
referring to the molar teeth in the lower jaw
and the hyoid bone
mylohyoid line /malə haɔd lan/ noun a
line running along the outside of the lower
jawbone, dividing the upper part of the bone
which forms part of the mouth from the lower
part which is part of the neck
myo- /maəυ/ prefix referring to muscle
myoblast / maəblst/ noun an embryonic
cell which develops into muscle
myoblastic /maəυ blstk/ adjective referring to myoblast
myocardial /maəυ kɑ diəl/ adjective referring to the myocardium
myocardial infarction /maəυkɑ diəl n
fɑ kʃən/ noun the death of part of the heart
muscle after coronary thrombosis. Abbr MI
myocarditis /maəυkɑ dats/ noun inflammation of the heart muscle
myocardium /maəυ kɑ diəm/ noun the
middle layer of the wall of the heart, formed of
heart muscle. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
myocele / maəsi l/ noun a condition in
which a muscle pushes through a gap in the
surrounding membrane
myoclonic /maəυ klɒnk/ adjective referring to myoclonus
myoclonic epilepsy /maəυklɒnk ep
lepsi/ noun a form of epilepsy where the limbs
jerk frequently
myeloid



myeloid leukaemia





myeloid tissue



myeloma





myelomalacia





myelomatosis





myelomeningocele







myelopathy





myelosuppression







myenteron



myiasis



mylohyoid





mylohyoid line





myo-

myoblast



myoblastic





myocardial





myocardial infarction





myocarditis





myocardium





myocele



myoclonic





myoclonic epilepsy





Medicine.fm Page 256 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

myoclonus

256

myoclonus /ma ɒklənəs / noun a muscle
spasm which makes a limb give an involuntary
jerk
myocyte / maəυsat/ noun a muscle cell
myodynia /maəυ dniə/ noun a pain in the
muscles
myofibril /maəυ fabrl/ noun a long thread
of striated muscle fibre
myofibrosis /maəυfa brəυss/ noun a
condition in which muscle tissue is replaced
by fibrous tissue
myogenic /maəυ denk/ adjective referring to movement which comes from an involuntary muscle
myoglobin /maəυ &ləυbn/ noun a muscle
haemoglobin, which takes oxygen from blood
and passes it to the muscle
myoglobinuria
/maəυ&ləυb njυəriə/
noun the presence of myoglobin in the urine
myogram / maəυ&rm/ noun a record
showing how a muscle is functioning
myograph / maəυ&rɑ f/ noun an instrument
which records the degree and strength of a
muscle contraction
myography /ma ɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of
recording the degree and strength of a muscle
contraction with a myograph
myokymia /maəυ kmiə/ noun twitching of
a particular muscle
myology /ma ɒlədi/ noun the study of muscles and associated structures and diseases
myoma /ma əυmə/ noun a benign tumour in
a smooth muscle
myomectomy /maəυ mektəmi/ noun 1.
the surgical removal of a benign growth from
a muscle, especially removal of a fibroid from
the uterus 2. same as myectomy
myometritis /maəυmə trats/ noun inflammation of the myometrium. Also called
myoclonus



myocyte



myodynia





myofibril





myofibrosis





myogenic





myoglobin





myoglobinuria







myogram



myograph



myography



myokymia





myology



myoma



myomectomy





myometritis





metritis

myometrium /maəυ mi triəm/ noun the
muscular tissue in the uterus
myoneural /maəυ njυərəl/ adjective relating to or involving both the muscles and the
nerves
myoneural junction /maəυnjυər(ə)l
d"ŋkʃ(ə)n/ noun same as neuromuscular
myometrium





myoneural





myoneural junction



junction

myoplasty



myosarcoma





myosis



miosis 1

myositis /maəυ sats/ noun inflammation
and degeneration of a muscle
myotatic /maəυ ttk/ adjective referring
to the sense of touch in a muscle
myotatic reflex /maəυttk ri fleks/
noun a reflex action in a muscle which contracts after being stretched
myotic /ma ɒtk/ noun a drug which causes
the pupil of the eye to contract
myotomy /ma ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut a muscle
myotonia /maəυ təυniə/ noun difficulty in
relaxing a muscle after exercise
myotonic /maəυ tɒnk/ adjective referring
to tone in a muscle
myotonic dystrophy /maəυtɒnk dstrəfi/
noun a hereditary disease with muscle stiffness
leading to atrophy of the muscles of the face
and neck
myotonus /ma ɒtənəs/ noun a muscle tone
myringa /m rŋ&ə/ noun same as eardrum
myringitis /mrn dats/ noun inflammation of the eardrum
myringoplasty /m rŋ&əυplsti/ noun the
surgical repair of a perforated eardrum. Also
called tympanoplasty
myringotome /m rŋ&əυtəυm/ noun a
sharp knife used in myringotomy
myringotomy /mrŋ &ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening in the eardrum to allow fluid to escape
myx- /mks/, myxo- /mksəυ/ prefix referring
to mucus
myxoedema /mksə di mə/ noun a condition caused when the thyroid gland does not
produce enough thyroid hormone. The person,
often a middle-aged woman, becomes overweight, moves slowly and develops coarse
skin. It can be treated with thyroxine. (NOTE:
myositis





myotatic





myotatic reflex



myotic



myotomy



myotonia





myotonic





myotonic dystrophy



myotonus



myringa



myringitis





myringoplasty



myringotome



myringotomy





myx-

myxoedema





The US spelling is myxedema.)
myxoedematous /mksə demətəs/ adjective referring to myxoedema
myxoid cyst /mksɔd sst/ noun a cyst
myxoedematous



myopathy /ma ɒpəθi/ noun a disease of a
muscle, especially one in which the muscle
wastes away
myopia /ma əυpiə/ noun a condition in
which someone can see clearly objects which
are close, but not ones which are further away.
Also called shortsightedness. Opposite longmyopathy



myopia



sightedness
myopic /ma ɒpk/ adjective able to see close
myopic



objects clearly, but not objects which are further away. Also called shortsighted
myoplasm / maəυplz(ə)m/ noun same as
myoplasm



sarcoplasm

myoplasty / maəυplsti/ noun a form of
plastic surgery to repair a muscle
myosarcoma /maəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun 1. a
malignant tumour containing unstriated muscle 2. combined myoma and sarcoma
myosis /ma əυss/ noun another spelling of



myxoid cyst



which develops at the base of a fingernail or
toenail
myxoma /mk səυmə/ noun a benign tumour
of mucous tissue, usually found in subcutaneous tissue of the limbs and neck
myxosarcoma /mksəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun a
malignant tumour of mucous tissue
myxovirus /mksəυ varəs/ noun any virus
which has an affinity for the mucoprotein receptors in red blood cells. One of these viruses
causes influenza.
myxoma



myxosarcoma





myxovirus





Medicine.fm Page 257 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

N
n symbol nanonabothian cyst /nəbəυθiən sst/, nabothian follicle /nəbəυθiən fɒlk(ə)l/, nabothian
gland /nəbəυθiən &lnd/ noun a cyst which
forms in the cervix of the uterus when the
ducts in the cervical glands are blocked
Naegele rule / ne&ələ ru l/ noun a method
used to determine when a pregnant woman is
likely to go into labour, in which nine months
and seven days are added to the date on which
her last period started. If the woman does not
have a 28-day menstrual cycle, an adjustment
is made: e.g., if she has a 26-day cycle you
would subtract 2 days from the Naegele’s estimated due date.
naevus / ni vəs/ noun same as birthmark
n

nabothian cyst







Naegele rule



naevus



(NOTE: The plural is naevi.)
Naga sore / nɑ &ə sɔ / noun same as tropical
ulcer
nagging pain /n&ŋ pen/ noun a dull,
Naga sore



nagging pain



continuous throbbing pain
NAI abbr non-accidental injury
nail /nel/ noun a hard growth, made of keratin, which forms on the top surface at the end
of each finger and toe. Also called unguis
NAI

nail

(NOTE: For terms referring to nail, see words beginning with onych-, onycho-.)
nail avulsion / nel əv"lʃən/ noun the act of
nail avulsion





pulling away an ingrowing toenail
nail bed / nel bed/ noun the part of the finger
which is just under the nail and on which the
nail rests
nail biting / nel batŋ/ noun the obsessive
chewing of the fingernails, usually a sign of
stress
nail matrix /nel metrks/ noun the internal
structure of the nail, the part of the finger from
which the nail grows
naloxone /nə lɒksəυn/ noun a drug resembling morphine, used in the diagnosis of narcotics addiction and to reverse the effects of
narcotics poisoning
named nurse /nemd n! s/ noun a nurse,
midwife or health visitor who is responsible
for communicating with a particular person
and ensuring that his or her needs for care and
information are met
nail bed



nail biting



nail matrix

naloxone



named nurse



nandrolone / nndrələυn/ noun an anabolic
steroid which builds muscle. Its use is banned
by the International Amateur Athletics Federation.
nano- /nnəυ/ prefix one thousand millionth
(10-9). Symbol n
nanometre / nnəυmitə/ noun a unit of
measurement of length equal to one thousand
millionth of a metre. Symbol nm
nanomole / nnəυməυl/ noun a unit of
measurement of the amount of a substance
equal to one thousand millionth of a mole.
Symbol nmol
nanosecond / nnəυsekənd/ noun a unit
of measurement of time equal to one thousand
millionth of a second. Symbol ns
nape /nep/ noun the back of the neck. Also
called nucha
napkin / npkn/ noun a soft cloth, used for
wiping or absorbing
nappy / npi/ noun a cloth used to wrap
round a baby’s bottom and groin, to keep
clothing clean and dry (NOTE: The US term is
nandrolone



nano-

nanometre



nanomole



nanosecond





nape

napkin



nappy



diaper.)

nappy rash / npi rʃ/ noun sore red skin
on a baby’s buttocks and groin, caused by long
contact with ammonia in a wet nappy (NOTE:
nappy rash



The US term is diaper rash.)
naproxen /n prɒksen/ noun a drug which
naproxen



reduces inflammation and pain, used in the
treatment of arthritis
narcissism / nɑ ssz(ə)m/ noun in psychiatry, a personality disorder in which someone
has a very confident opinion about their own
appearance and abilities, and a great need to be
admired by other people. It sometimes involves sexual interest in their own body.
narco- /nɑ kəυ/ prefix referring to sleep or
stupor
narcoanalysis /nɑ kəυə nləss/ noun the
use of narcotics to induce a comatose state in
someone about to undergo psychoanalysis
which may be emotionally disturbing
narcolepsy / nɑ kəlepsi/ noun a condition
in which someone has an uncontrollable tendency to fall asleep at any time
narcissism



narco-

narcoanalysis



narcolepsy
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narcoleptic /nɑ kə leptk/ adjective 1.
causing narcolepsy 2. having narcolepsy 쐽
noun 1. a substance which causes narcolepsy 2.
someone who has narcolepsy
narcosis /nɑ kəυss/ noun a state of lowered consciousness induced by a drug
narcotic /nɑ kɒtk/ noun a pain-relieving
drug which makes someone sleep or become
unconscious 쑗 The doctor put her to sleep with
a powerful narcotic. 쐽 adjective causing sleep
or unconsciousness 쑗 the narcotic side-effects
of an antihistamine
narcoleptic





narcosis



narcotic



COMMENT: Although narcotics are used medicinally as painkillers, they are highly addictive.
The main narcotics are barbiturates, cocaine
and opium, and drugs derived from opium,
such as morphine, codeine and heroin. Addictive narcotics are widely used for the relief of
pain in terminally ill patients.
nares / neəri z/ plural noun the nostrils (NOTE:
The singular is naris.)
narrow / nrəυ/ adjective not wide 쑗 The
nares



narrow



blood vessel is a narrow channel which takes
blood to the tissues. 쑗 The surgeon inserted a
narrow tube into the vein. 쐽 verb to make
something narrow, or become narrow 쑗 The
bronchial tubes are narrowed causing asthma.
nasal / nez(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
nose
nasal apertures /nez(ə)l pətʃəs/ plural
noun the two openings shaped like funnels
leading from the nasal cavity to the pharynx. 쒁
nasal



nasal apertures



choana

nasal bone / nez(ə)l bəυn/ noun one of two
small bones which form the bridge at the top of
the nose
nasal cartilage / nez(ə)l kɑ təld/ noun
one of two cartilages in the nose. The upper is
attached to the nasal bone and the front of the
maxilla. The lower is thinner and curls round
each nostril to the septum.
nasal cavity /nez(ə)l kvti/ noun the
cavity behind the nose between the cribriform
plates above and the hard palate below, divided
in two by the nasal septum and leading to the
nasopharynx
nasal conchae /nez(ə)l kɒŋki / plural
noun the three ridges of bone, called the superior, middle and inferior conchae, which
project into the nasal cavity from the side
walls. Also called turbinate bones
nasal congestion /nez(ə)l kən destʃ(ə)n/
noun the blocking of the nose by inflammation
as a response to a cold or other infection
nasal drops / nez(ə)l drɒps/ plural noun
drops of liquid inserted into the nose
nasal septum /nez(ə)l septəm/ noun a
wall of cartilage between the two nostrils and
the two parts of the nasal cavity
nasal spray / nez(ə)l spre/ noun a spray of
liquid into the nose
nasal bone



nasal cartilage



nasal cavity



nasal conchae



nasal congestion



nasal drops



nasal septum



nasal spray





nascent / ns(ə)nt, nes(ə)nt/ adjective 1.
in the process of coming into existence and
starting to develop 2. referring to a substance,
especially hydrogen, in the process of being
created. At this stage it is often in a highly active form.
Naseptin /n septn/ a trade name for a
mixture containing chlorhexidine and neomycin, used to treat nasal infection by organisms
such as staphylococci
nasion / neziən/ noun the place at which the
bridge of the nose meets the forehead
naso- /nezəυ/ prefix referring to the nose
nasogastric /nezəυ &strk/ adjective referring to the nose and stomach
nasogastrically /nezəυ &strkli/ adverb
referring to a method of feeding someone via a
tube passed through the nose into the stomach
nascent





Naseptin



nasion



naso-

nasogastric





nasogastrically





‘…all patients requiring nutrition are fed enterally,
whether nasogastrically or directly into the small intestine’ [British Journal of Nursing]
nasogastric tube /nezəυ&strk tju b/
nasogastric tube





noun a tube passed through the nose into the

stomach
nasolacrimal /nezəυ lkrm(ə)l/ adjective referring to the nose and the tear glands
nasolacrimal duct /nezəυlkrm(ə)l
d"kt/ noun a duct which drains tears from the
lacrimal sac into the nose
nasopharyngeal
/nezəυfrn di əl/
adjective referring to the nasopharynx
nasopharyngitis /nezəυfrn dats/
noun inflammation of the mucous membrane
of the nasal part of the pharynx
nasopharynx /nezəυ frŋks/ noun the
top part of the pharynx which connects with
the nose
nasosinusitis /nezəυsanə sats/ noun a
condition in which the nose and sinuses swell
up
nasty / nɑ sti/ adjective unpleasant 쑗 This
medicine has a nasty taste. 쑗 This new drug
has some nasty side-effects. (NOTE: nastier –
nasolacrimal





nasolacrimal duct





nasopharyngeal







nasopharyngitis







nasopharynx





nasosinusitis







nasty



nastiest)
nates / neti z/ noun same as buttock
National Boards /nʃ(ə)nəl bɔ rdz/ plural
noun the National Boards for Nursing, Midnates



National Boards



wifery, and Health Visiting, which were formerly responsible for the education of professionals in these fields in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
National Council for Vocational Qualifications /nʃ(ə)nəl kaυns(ə)l fə vəυ
keʃ(ə)nəl kwɒlf keʃ(ə)nz/ noun full
form of NCVQ
National Health Service /nʃ(ə)nəl helθ
s! vs/ noun a government service in the UK
which provides medical services free of charge
at the point of delivery, or at reduced cost, to
the whole population. The service is paid for
out of tax revenue. Abbr NHS 왍 on the NHS
paid for by the NHS 쑗 He had his operation on
National Council for Vocational Qualifications







National Health Service
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the NHS. 쑗 She went to see a specialist on the
NHS. Compare privately

nausea

‘…figures reveal that 5% more employees in the
professional and technical category were working in
the NHS compared with three years before’
[Nursing Times]



National Institute for Clinical Excellence

National Institute for Clinical Excellence /nʃ(ə)n(ə)l nsttju t fə klnk(ə)l
eksələns/ noun an organisation in the UK
which produces recommendations for treatments based on clinical evidence and cost-effectiveness. Abbr NICE
National Insurance /nʃ(ə)nəl n
ʃυərəns/ noun a weekly payment from a person’s wages, with a supplement from the employer, which pays for state assistance and
medical treatment, in the UK
natriuretic /netrijυ retk/ noun something
which helps sodium to be excreted in the urine
natural / ntʃ(ə)rəl/ adjective 1. usual or expected in particular conditions 쑗 It’s natural
for people to be anxious before an operation.
2. referring to something which comes from
nature and is not made by humans 쑗 natural
products 3. relaxed and not consciously
changed 쑗 His behaviour seemed quite natural.
natural childbirth /ntʃ(ə)rəl tʃaldb! θ/
noun childbirth where the mother is not given
any pain-killing drugs or anaesthetic but is encouraged to give birth after having prepared
herself through relaxation and breathing exercises and a new psychological outlook
natural immunity /ntʃ(ə)rəl  mju nti/
noun the immunity from disease which a newborn baby has from birth and which is inherited or acquired in the uterus or from the mother’s milk
natural killer cell /ntʃ(ə)rəl klə sel/
noun a white blood cell which can recognise
microorganisms and tumour cells as foreign
without any previous exposure to them, and
destroy them
natural mother /ntʃ(ə)rəl m"ðə/, natural parent /ntʃ(ə)rəl peərənt/ noun same
as birth mother, birth parent
nature / netʃ-ə/ noun 1. the essential quality
of something 2. kind or sort 3. the genetic
make-up which affects personality, behaviour
or risk of disease. 쒁 nurture 4. plants and animals
nature nurture debate /netʃə n! tʃə d
bet/ noun the arguments put forward about
whether human beings behave in the way they
do because of their genetic make-up and instincts or because of the way they are educated
and the influences they are exposed to when
they are young
naturopathy /netʃə rɒpəθi/ noun a method
of treatment of diseases and disorders which
does not use medical or surgical means, but


National Insurance





natriuretic





natural



natural childbirth



natural immunity





natural killer cell



natural mother





nature



nature nurture debate



naturopathy





neck

natural forces such as light, heat, massage, eating natural foods and using herbal remedies
nausea / nɔ ziə/ noun a feeling that you want
to vomit 쑗 She suffered from nausea in the
morning. 쑗 He felt slight nausea after getting
onto the boat.



COMMENT: Nausea can be caused by eating
habits, such as eating too much rich food or
drinking too much alcohol. It can also be
caused by sensations such as unpleasant
smells or motion sickness. Other causes include stomach disorders, such as gastritis, ulcers and liver infections. Nausea is commonly
experienced by women in the early stages of
pregnancy, and is called morning sickness.
nauseated / nɔ zietd/ adjective feeling as
if you are about to vomit 쑗 The casualty may
feel nauseated. (NOTE: The US term is nauseous.)
nauseous / nɔ ziəs/ adjective having the
nauseated



nauseous



feeling in the stomach that precedes the urge to
vomit
navel / nev(ə)l/ noun the scar with a depression in the middle of the abdomen where the
umbilical cord was detached after birth. Also
called umbilicus (NOTE: For other terms refernavel



ring to the navel, see words beginning with omphal-, omphalo-.)
navicular /nə vkjυlə/ adjective relating to a
navicular bone 쐽 noun same as navicular bone
navicular bone /nə vkjυlə bəυn/ noun one
navicular



navicular bone



of the tarsal bones in the foot. See illustration
at FOOT in Supplement
NCVQ noun a government body in the UK responsible for setting standards of qualification
for specific jobs. Full form National Council
NCVQ

for Vocational Qualifications
NDU abbr Nursing Development Unit
nearsighted /nə satd/ adjective same as
myopic
nearsightedness /nə satdnəs/ noun
same as myopia
nebula / nebjυlə/ noun 1. a slightly cloudy
spot on the cornea 2. a spray of medicinal soNDU

nearsighted



nearsightedness





nebula



lution, applied to the nose or throat using a
nebuliser
nebuliser / nebjυlazə/, nebulizer noun
same as atomiser
Necator /ne ketə/ noun a genus of hookworm which infests the small intestine
necatoriasis /neketə raəss/ noun infestation of the small intestine by the parasite Necator
neck /nek/ noun 1. the part of the body which
joins the head to the body 쑗 He is suffering
from pains in the neck. 쑗 The front of the neck
is swollen with goitre. 쑗 The jugular veins run
down the side of the neck. 2. a narrow part of a
bone or organ 왍 neck of the femur, femoral
neck the narrow part between the head and the
diaphysis of the femur 왍 neck of a tooth point
where a tooth narrows slightly, between the
crown and the root
nebuliser



Necator



necatoriasis



neck
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COMMENT:

The neck is formed of the seven
cervical vertebrae, and is held vertical by
strong muscles. Many organs pass through
the neck, including the oesophagus, the larynx and the arteries and veins which connect
the brain to the bloodstream. The front of the
neck is usually referred to as the throat.
neck collar / nek kɒlə/ noun a strong high
neck collar



collar to support the head of a person with
neck injuries or a condition such as cervical
spondylosis
necro- /nekrəυ/ prefix referring to death
necrobiosis /nekrəυba əυss/ noun 1. the
death of cells surrounded by living tissue 2. the
gradual localised death of a part or tissue
necrology /ne krɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of mortality statistics
necrophilia /nekrəυ fliə/, necrophilism
/ne krɒflz(ə)m/ noun 1. unusual pleasure in
corpses 2. sexual attraction to dead bodies
necropsy / nekrɒpsi/ noun same as post
necro-

necrobiosis





necrology



necrophilia







necropsy



mortem

necrosed / nekrəυsd/ adjective referring to
dead tissue or bone
necrosis /ne krəυss/ noun the death of a
part of the body such as a bone, tissue or an organ as a result of disease or injury 쑗 Gangrene
is a form of necrosis.
necrospermia /nekrəυ sp! miə/ noun a
condition in which dead sperm exist in the semen
necrotic /ne krɒtk/ adjective referring to, or
affected with, necrosis 쑗 necrotic tissue
necrotising enterocolitis /nekrətazŋ
entərəυkə lats/ noun a disorder in which
patches of dead tissue are found in the small or
large intestine as a result of severe bacterial infection. It occurs in babies, especially premature ones.
necrotising fasciitis /nekrətazŋ fʃi
ats/ noun a severe bacterial infection that
causes cell tissue to decay rapidly (NOTE: It is
necrosed



necrosis



necrospermia





necrotic



necrotising enterocolitis





necrotising fasciitis





sometimes referred to in the media as the ‘flesheating bug’.)
necrotomy /ne krɒtəmi/ noun the dissection
of a dead body (NOTE: The plural is necrotomies.)
needle / ni d(ə)l/ noun 1. a thin metal instrunecrotomy



needle



ment with a sharp point at one end and a hole
at the other for attaching a thread, used for
sewing up surgical incisions 2. the hollow
pointed end of a hypodermic syringe, or the
syringe itself
needle myopathy /ni d(ə)l ma ɒpəθi/
noun destruction of muscle tissue caused by
using a large needle for intramuscular injections
needlestick / ni d(ə)lstk/ noun an accidental pricking of your own skin by a needle, as by
a nurse picking up a used syringe
needlestick injury / ni d(ə)lstk ndəri/
noun the real or potential harm resulting from
needle myopathy



needlestick



needlestick injury





a prick with a needle previously used to take
blood or give an injection. The main concern is
the risk of HIV or hepatitis B infection.
needling / ni dlŋ/ noun the puncture of a
cataract with a needle
needs assessment / ni dz əsesmənt/
noun the investigation of what a particular
group of people need in terms of health and social care, so that services can be matched to
their needs
needs deprivation / ni dz deprveʃ(ə)n/
noun a state in which someone does not have
the opportunity or capacity to fulfil his or her
basic needs
negative / ne&ətv/ adjective 1. meaning or
showing ‘no’ 왍 the answer is in the negative
the answer is ‘no’ 2. indicating that something
being tested for is not present 쑗 The test results were negative. Opposite positive
negative feedback /ne&ətv fi dbk/
noun a situation in which the result of a process represses the process which caused it
negativism / ne&ətvz(ə)m/ noun the attitude of a person who opposes advice or instructions
needling



needs assessment





needs deprivation





negative



negative feedback



negativism



COMMENT: There are two types of negativism:
active, where someone does the opposite of
what a doctor tells him or her, and passive,
where someone does not do what he or she
has been asked to do.
negligence / ne&ldəns/ noun the act of
negligence



causing injury or harm to another person or to
property as the result of doing something
wrongly or failing to provide a proper level of
care
Negri body / ne&ri bɒdi/ noun a round or
oval inclusion in the cytoplasm of nerve cells
of people or animals who have rabies [DeNegri body



scribed 1903. After Adelchi Negri (1876–1912),
Professor of Bacteriology at Pavia, Italy.]
Neil Robertson stretcher /ni l rɒbətsən
stretʃə/ noun a stretcher to which a person
Neil Robertson stretcher



can be strapped and moved about in an upright
position
Neisseria /na səriə/ noun a genus of bacteria which includes gonococcus, which causes
gonorrhoea, and meningococcus, which causes meningitis
nematode / nemətəυd/ noun a type of parasitic roundworm, e.g. a hookworm, pinworm
or roundworm
neo- /ni əυ/ prefix new
neoadjuvant
chemotherapy /ni əυ
dυvənt ki məυ θerəpi/ noun chemotherapy given to people with tumours instead of
immediate surgery or radiotherapy, in the hope
of reducing the need for these later
neocerebellum /ni əυserə beləm/ noun
the middle part of the cerebellum (NOTE: The
Neisseria



nematode



neo-

neoadjuvant chemotherapy







neocerebellum





plural is neocerebellums or neocerebella.)

neomycin /ni əυ masn/ noun a drug used
externally to treat bacterial infections
neomycin
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neonatal /ni əυ net(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the first few weeks after birth
neonatal





‘…one of the most common routes of neonatal poisoning is percutaneous absorption following topical
administration’ [Southern Medical Journal]
neonatal death rate /ni əυnet(ə)l deθ
ret/ noun the number of babies who die soon
neonatal death rate



after birth, shown per thousand babies born
neonatal
maceration /ni əυnet(ə)l
msə reʃ(ə)n/ noun softening or rotting of
fetal tissue after the fetus has died in the uterus
and has remained in the amniotic fluid
neonatal
screening
/ni əυnet(ə)l
skri nŋ/ noun a set of tests performed on babies soon after birth so that any problems can
be treated immediately (NOTE: Tests for certain
neonatal maceration





neonatal screening





diseases such as hypothyroidism and phenylketonuria are a legal duty.)
neonate / ni əυnet/ noun a baby which is
neonate



less than four weeks old
neonatologist /ni ənə tɒlədst/ noun a
specialist who looks after babies during the
first few weeks of life, or premature babies and
babies with some congenital disorders
neonatology /ni əυnə tɒlədi/ noun the
branch of medicine dealing with babies in the
first few weeks of life
neonatorum /ni əυne tɔ rəm/ 쏡 asphyxia
neonatologist





neonatology





neonatorum





neonatorum

neoplasia /ni əυ pleziə/ noun the formation of tumours
neoplasm / ni əυplz(ə)m/ noun any new
and morbid formation of tissue
neoplasia





neoplasm



‘…testicular cancer comprises only 1% of all malignant neoplasms in the male, but it is one of the most
frequently occurring types of tumours in late adolescence’ [Journal of American College Health]
neoplastic /ni əυ plstk/ adjective referneoplastic





ring to neoplasms, neoplasty or neoplasia
neoplasty noun the surgical repair or replacement of damaged tissue
neostigmine /ni əυ st&mi n/ noun a white
crystalline compound used in the treatment of
muscle fatigue myasthenia and to reverse the
effects of muscle relaxant drugs
nephr- /nefr/ prefix kidney
nephralgia /ne frldə/ noun pain in the
kidney
nephralgic /ne frldk/ adjective relating
to pain in the kidney
nephrectomy /ne frektɒmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove the whole kidney (NOTE:
neoplasty

neostigmine





nephr-

nephralgia



nephralgic



nephrectomy



The plural is nephrectomies.)
nephric / nefrk/, nephritic /ne frtk/ adjective referring to the kidneys
nephritis /ne frats/ noun inflammation of
nephric





nephritis



the kidney

nephrotic

young children, usually under the age of 10,
leading to swelling of the abdomen. It is treated by removal of the affected kidney. Also
called Wilms’ tumour (NOTE: The plural is nephroblastomas or nephrobrastomata.)

nephrocalcinosis /nefrəυkls nəυss/
noun a condition in which calcium deposits are
found in the kidney
nephrocapsulectomy
/nefrəυkpsjυ
lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove
the capsule round a kidney (NOTE: The plural is
nephrocalcinosis







nephrocapsulectomy





nephrocapsulectomies.)

nephrogram / nefrə&rm/ noun a radiographic examination of the kidney
nephrolith / nefrəlθ/ noun a stone in the
kidney
nephrolithiasis /nefrəυl θaəss/ noun a
condition in which stones form in the kidney
nephrolithotomy /nefrəυl θɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a stone in the kidney (NOTE: The plural is nephrolithotomies.)
nephrologist /ne frɒlədst/ noun a doctor
who specialises in the study of the kidney and
its diseases
nephrology /ne frɒlədi/ noun the study of
the kidney and its diseases
nephroma /ne frəυmə/ noun a tumour in the
kidney, or a tumour derived from renal substances (NOTE: The plural is nephromas or nenephrogram



nephrolith



nephrolithiasis





nephrolithotomy





nephrologist



nephrology



nephroma



phromata.)
nephron / nefrɒn/ noun a tiny structure in the
nephron



kidney through which fluid is filtered

COMMENT: A nephron is formed of a series of
tubules, the loop of Henle, Bowman’s capsule
and a glomerulus. Blood enters the nephron
from the renal artery, and waste materials are
filtered out by the Bowman’s capsule. Some
substances return to the bloodstream by reabsorption in the tubules. Urine is collected in
the ducts leading from the tubules to the ureters.
nephropathy /ne frɒpəθi/ noun a disease or
medical disorder of the kidney (NOTE: The plural is nephropathies.)
nephropexy / nefrəυpeksi/ noun a surgical
operation to attach a mobile kidney (NOTE: The
plural is nephropexies.)
nephroptosis /nefrɒp təυss/ noun a connephropathy



nephropexy



nephroptosis





dition in which a kidney is mobile. Also called

floating kidney

nephrosclerosis /nefrəυsklə rəυss/ noun
a kidney disease due to vascular change
nephroscope / nefrəskəυp/ noun a type of
endoscope used to examine the kidneys
nephrosis /ne frəυss/ noun degeneration of
the tissue of a kidney
nephrostomy /ne frɒstəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make a permanent opening into
the pelvis of the kidney from the surface (NOTE:
nephrosclerosis





nephroscope



nephrosis



nephrostomy



COMMENT: Acute

nephritis can be caused by a
streptococcal infection. Symptoms can include headaches, swollen ankles, and fever.
nephroblastoma
/nefrəυbl stəυmə/
nephroblastoma





noun a malignant tumour in the kidneys in



The plural is nephrostomies.)
nephrotic /ne frɒtk/ adjective relating to or
nephrotic



caused by nephrosis
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nephrotic syndrome /nefrɒtk sn
drəυm/ noun increasing oedema, albuminuria
and raised blood pressure resulting from nephrosis
nephrotomy /ne frɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to cut into a kidney (NOTE: The plural
nephrotic syndrome



nephrotomy



is nephrotomies.)
nephrotoxic /nefrəυ tɒksk/ adjective poinephrotoxic





sonous or damaging to kidney cells
nephroureterectomy
/nefrəυjυərtə
rektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove
all or part of a kidney and the ureter attached
to it. Also called ureteronephrectomy (NOTE:
nephroureterectomy







The plural is nephroureterectomies.)
nerve /n! v/ noun 1. a bundle of fibres that
nerve

can transmit electrochemical impulses and that
forms part of the network that connects the
brain and spinal cord to the body’s organs 2.
the sensitive tissue in the root of a tooth (NOTE:

For other terms referring to nerves, see words
beginning with neur-, neuro-.)
COMMENT: Nerves are the fibres along which
impulses are carried. Motor nerves or efferent
nerves take messages between the central
nervous system and muscles, making the
muscles move. Sensory nerves or afferent
nerves transmit impulses such as sight or pain
from the sense organs to the brain.
nerve block / n! v blɒk/ noun the act of
nerve block



stopping the function of a nerve by injecting an
anaesthetic
nerve centre / n! v sentə/ noun the point at
which nerves come together
nerve ending /n! v endŋ/ noun same as
nerve centre



nerve ending

nerve entrapment syndrome /n! v n
trpmənt sndrəυm/ noun pain caused by
pressure on a nerve, especially where nerves
occur in narrow passages such as the wrist
nerve entrapment syndrome



(NOTE: The most common nerve entrapment
syndrome in the body is carpal tunnel syndrome.)
nerve fibre / n! v fabə/ noun a thin strucnerve fibre



ture leading from a nerve cell and carrying
nerve impulses, e.g. an axon
nerve gas / n! v &s/ noun a gas which attacks the nervous system
nerve impulse /n! v mp"ls/ noun an electrochemical impulse which is transmitted by
nerve cells
nerve regeneration /n! v r&enə reʃ(ə)n/
noun the growth of new nerve tissue after damage has occurred
nerve root / n! v ru t/ noun the first part of
a nerve as it leaves or joins the spinal column
nerve gas



nerve impulse

nerve regeneration





nerve root



(NOTE: The dorsal nerve root is the entry for a
sensory nerve, and the ventral nerve root is the
exit for a motor nerve.)
nerve tissue / n! v tʃu / noun tissue which
nerve tissue



forms nerves, and which is able to transmit the
nerve impulses
nervosa /nə vəυsə/ 쏡 anorexia nervosa
nervosa



nervous



nervous breakdown



nervous complaint





nervousness



nervous system



nervy



(informal )

nether parts / neðə pɑ ts/, nether regions /
neðə ri d(ə)ns/ plural noun the lower part of
the body, especially the buttocks or genital
area (informal )
nettle rash / net(ə)l rʃ/ noun same as urtinether parts





nettle rash



caria

network / netw! k/ noun an interconnecting
system of lines and spaces, like a net 쑗 a network of fine blood vessels
Neuman’s model / nɔmənz mɒd(ə)l/
noun a modern model for nursing in which
prevention is the primary nursing aim (NOTE:
network



Neuman’s model



Prevention focuses on keeping both the things
which cause stress and the patient’s response to
stress from having a damaging effect on the
body.)
neur- /njυər/ prefix same as neuro- (used before vowels)
neural / njυərəl/ adjective referring to a nerve
neur-

sensory receptor


nervous / n! vəs/ adjective 1. referring to
nerves 2. very easily worried 쑗 Don’t be nervous – the operation is a very simple one.
nervous breakdown /n! vəs brekdaυn/
noun any sudden mental illness (informal )
nervous complaint /n! vəs kəm plent/,
nervous disorder noun an emotional or mental
illness (informal )
nervousness / n! vəsnəs/ noun the state of
being nervous
nervous system / n! vəs sstəm/ noun the
nervous tissues of the body, including the peripheral nerves, spinal cord, ganglia and nerve
centres
nervy / n! vi/ adjective worried and nervous

neural



or the nervous system
neural arch /njυərəl ɑ tʃ/ noun a curved
part of a vertebra, which forms the space
through which the spinal cord passes
neural crest / njυərəl krest/ noun the ridge
of cells in an embryo which forms nerve cells
of the sensory and autonomic ganglia
neuralgia /njυ rldə/ noun a spasm of pain
which runs along a nerve
neural groove / njυərəl &ru v/ noun a
groove on the back of an embryo formed as the
neural plate closes to form the neural tube
neural plate / njυərəl plet/ noun a thickening of an embryonic disc which folds over to
form the neural tube
neural tube / njυərəl tju b/ noun a tube
lined with ectodermal cells running the length
of an embryo, which develops into the brain
and spinal cord
neural tube defect /njυərəl tju b d
fekt/ noun a congenital anomaly which occurs when the edges of the neural tube do not
close up properly while the fetus develops in
the uterus, e.g. spina bifida (NOTE: There is less
neural arch



neural crest



neuralgia



neural groove



neural plate



neural tube



neural tube defect



risk of a neural tube defect if the mother takes
folic acid during her pregnancy.)
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neurapraxia /njυərə prksiə/ noun a lesion of a nerve which leads to paralysis for a
very short time, giving a tingling feeling and
loss of function
neurasthenia /njυərəs θi niə/ noun a type
of neurosis in which a person is mentally and
physically irritable and extremely fatigued
neurasthenic /njυərəs θenk/ noun a person affected by neurasthenia
neurectasis /njυ rektəss/ noun a surgical
operation to stretch a peripheral nerve (NOTE:
neurapraxia





neurasthenia





neurasthenic





neurectasis



The plural is neurectases.)
neurectomy /njυ rektəmi/ noun a surgical
neurectomy



operation to remove all or part of a nerve


sheath, formed of Schwann cells, which covers
the myelin sheath around a nerve fibre. Also
called neurolemma. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
neurilemmoma /njυərile məυmə/, neurinoma /njυəri nəυmə/ noun a benign tumour
of a nerve, formed from the neurilemma (NOTE:
neurilemmoma





The plurals are neurilemmomas or neurolemmomata and neurinomas or neurinomata.)
neuritis /njυ rats/ noun inflammation of a
neuritis



nerve, giving a constant pain
neuro- /njυərəυ/ prefix nerve or nervous system
neuroanatomy /njυərəυə ntəmi/ noun
the scientific study of the structure of the nervous system
neuroblast / njυərəυblst/ noun a cell in
the embryonic spinal cord which forms a nerve
cell
neuroblastoma
/njυərəυbl stəυmə/
noun a malignant tumour formed from the neural crest, found mainly in young children
neuro-

neuroanatomy





neuroblast



neuroblastoma





(NOTE: The plural is neuroblastomas or neuroblastomata.)
neurocranium /njυərəυ kreniəm/ noun a
neurocranium





part of the skull which encloses and protects
the brain (NOTE: The plural is neurocraniums or

neurocrania.)

neurodegenerative
/njυərəυd
denərətiv/ adjective referring to a disorder
such as Alzheimer’s disease or Parkinson’s
disease that causes damage to the nerves
neurodermatitis /njυərəυd! mə tats/
noun inflammation of the skin caused by psychological factors
neurodermatosis /njυərəυd! mə təυss/
noun a nervous condition involving the skin
neuroendocrine
system
/njυərəυ
endəkrn sstəm/ noun a system in which
the central nervous system and hormonal systems interact to control the function of organs
and tissues
neuroepithelial /njυərəυep θi liəl/ adjective referring to the neuroepithelium
neurodegenerative





neurodermatitis





neurodermatosis





neuroendocrine system



neuroepithelial







The plural is neuroepitheliomas or neuroepitheliomata.)
neuroepithelium
/njυərəυep θi liəm/
noun the layer of epithelial cells forming part
neuroepithelium





of the lining of the mucous membrane of the
nose or the labyrinth of the middle ear
neurofibril /njυərəυ fabrl/ noun a fine
thread in the cytoplasm of a neurone
neurofibrilla /njυərəυ fbrlə/ noun same
as neurofibril. see illustration at NEURONE in
Supplement (NOTE: The plural is neurofibrilneurofibril





neurofibrilla





lae.)

neurofibroma /njυərəυfa brəυmə/ noun a
benign tumour of a nerve, formed from the
neurilemma (NOTE: The plural is neurofibro

neurilemma





neurofibroma

(NOTE: The plural is neurectomies.)
neurilemma /njυər lemə/ noun the outer


neurological assessment

neuroepithelioma /njυərəυepiθi li əυmə/
noun a malignant tumour in the retina (NOTE:
neuroepithelioma





mas or neurofibromata.)
neurofibromatosis /njυərəυfabrəυmə
təυss/ noun a hereditary condition in which
neurofibromatosis







a person has neurofibromata on the nerve
trunks, limb plexuses or spinal roots, and pale
brown spots appear on the skin. Abbr NF. Also
called molluscum fibrosum, von Recklinghausen’s disease

neurogenesis /njυərəυ denəss/ noun
the development and growth of nerves and
nervous tissue
neurogenic /njυərəυ denk/ adjective 1.
coming from the nervous system 2. referring to
neurogenesis
neurogenic bladder /njυərəυdenk
bldə/ noun a disturbance of the bladder
function caused by lesions in the nerve supply
to the bladder
neurogenic shock /njυərəυdenk ʃɒk/
noun a state of shock caused by bad news or an
unpleasant surprise
neuroglandular
junction
/njυərəυ
&lndjυlə d"ŋkʃən/ noun the point where
a nerve joins the gland which it controls
neuroglia /njυ rɒ&liə/ noun same as glia
neurohormone /njυərəυ hɔ məυn/ noun a
hormone produced in some nerve cells and secreted from the nerve endings
neurohypophysis /njυərəυha pɒfəss/
noun the lobe at the back of the pituitary gland,
which secretes oxytocin and vasopressin
neurogenesis





neurogenic





neurogenic bladder



neurogenic shock





neuroglandular junction





neuroglia



neurohormone





neurohypophysis





(NOTE: The plural is neurohypophyses.)
neurolemma /njυərəυ lemə/ noun same as
neurilemma
neuroleptic /njυərəυ leptk/ noun an antineurolemma





neuroleptic





psychotic drug which calms a person and stops
him or her from worrying, e.g. chlorpromazine
hydrochloride
neurological /njυərə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to neurology
neurological
assessment
/
njυərəlɒdk(ə)l ə sesmənt/ noun an evaluation of the health of a person with a disorder
of the nervous system, using interviews, a
neurological





neurological assessment
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physical examination, and specific diagnostic
tests, sometimes with the help of a family
member or close friend
neurologist /njυ rɒlədst/ noun a doctor
who specialises in the study of the nervous
system and the treatment of its diseases
neurology /njυ rɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of the nervous system and its diseases
neuroma /njυ rəυmə/ noun a benign tumour
formed of nerve cells and nerve fibres (NOTE:
neurologist



neurology



neuroma



The plural is neuromas or neuromata.)
neuromuscular /njυərəυ m"skjυlə/ adjective referring to both nerves and muscles
neuromuscular
junction
/
njυərəυm"skjυlə d"ŋkʃən/ noun the
neuromuscular





neuromuscular junction



point where a motor nerve joins muscle fibre.
Also called myoneural junction
neuromyelitis optica /njυərəυmaəlats
ɒptkə/ noun a condition, similar to multiple
sclerosis, in which a person has acute myelitis
and the optic nerve is also affected. Also called
neuromyelitis optica



Devic’s disease
neuron / njυərəυn/, neurone / njυərɒn/
noun a cell in the nervous system which transmits nerve impulses. Also called nerve cell
neuropathic bladder /njυərəυpθik
bldə/ noun a condition in which the bladder
neuron





neuropathic bladder



does not function properly because its nerve
supply is damaged, e.g. due to an injury to the
spinal cord
neuropathology
/njυərəυpə θɒlədi/
noun the study of diseases of the nervous system
neuropathy /njυə rɒpəθi/ noun a disease involving destruction of the tissues of the nervous system (NOTE: The plural is neuropathies.)
neurophysiology
/njυərəυfzi ɒlədi/
noun the study of the physiology of nerves
neuroplasty / njυərəυplsti/ noun surgery
to repair damaged nerves
neuropsychiatric /njυərəυsaki trk/
adjective referring to neuropsychiatry
neuropsychiatrist /njυərəυsa kaətrst/
noun a doctor who specialises in the study and
treatment of mental and nervous disorders
neuropsychiatry
/njυərəυsa kaətri/
noun the study of mental and nervous disorders
neurorrhaphy /njυ rɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical
operation to join by suture a nerve which has
been cut (NOTE: The plural is neurorraphies.)
neurosarcoma /njυrəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun a
malignant neuroma (NOTE: The plural is neuroneuropathology





neuropathy



neurophysiology





neuroplasty



neuropsychiatric





neuropsychiatrist





neuropsychiatry





neurorrhaphy



neurosarcoma





sarcomas or neurosarcomata.)
neurosecretion
/njυərəυs kri ʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. a substance secreted by a nerve cell 2.
neurosecretion





the process of secretion of an active substance
by nerve cells
neurosis /njυ rəυss/ noun a disorder of the
personality in which a person experiences obsessive negative emotions towards someone or
neurosis



something, e.g. fear of empty spaces or jealousy of a sibling. 쒁 psychoneurosis (NOTE:
The plural is neuroses.)
neurosurgeon / njυərəυs! dən/ noun a
neurosurgeon





surgeon who operates on the nervous system,
including the brain and spinal cord
neurosurgery / njυərəυs! dəri/ noun
surgery on the nervous system, including the
brain and spinal cord
neurosyphilis /njυərəυ sfəls/ noun syphilis which attacks the nervous system
neurotic /njυ rɒtk/ adjective relating to or
having neurosis 쐽 noun a person who is worried about or obsessed with something
neurosurgery





neurosyphilis





neurotic



(informal )

neurotically /njυ rɒtkli/ adverb in a neurotic way 쑗 She is neurotically obsessed with
keeping herself clean.
neurotmesis /njυərɒt mi ss/ noun an act
of cutting a nerve completely (NOTE: The plural
neurotically



neurotmesis





is neurotmeses.)
neurotomy /njυ rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut a nerve (NOTE: The plural is neurotomies.)
neurotoxic /njυərəυ tɒksk/ adjective
neurotomy



neurotoxic





harmful or poisonous to nerve cells
neurotransmitter /njυərəυtrns mtə/
noun a chemical substance which transmits
nerve impulses from one neurone to another
neurotransmitter





COMMENT: The main neurotransmitters are the
catecholamines (adrenaline, noradrenaline
and 5-hydroxytryptamine) and acetylcholine.
Other neurotransmitters such as gamma aminobutyric acid, glutamine and substance P
are less common.
neurotripsy / njυərəυtrpsi/ noun surgical
neurotripsy



bruising or crushing of a nerve
neurotrophic /njυərəυ trəυfk/ adjective
relating to the nutrition and maintenance of tissue of the nervous system
neurotropic /njυərəυ trɒpk/ adjective referring to a bacterium which is attracted to and
attacks nerves
neuter / nju tə/ adjective neither male nor female
neutral / nju trəl/ adjective neither acid nor
alkali 쑗 A pH factor of 7 is neutral.
neutralise / nju trəlaz/, neutralize verb 1.
to counteract the effect of something 쑗 Alkali
poisoning can be neutralised by applying acid
solution. (NOTE: neutralising – neutralised) 2.
to form a salt from an acid
neutropenia /nju trə pi niə/ noun a condition in which there are fewer neutrophils than
usual in the blood
neutrophil / nju trəfl/ noun a type of white
blood cell with an irregular nucleus, which can
attack and destroy bacteria. Also called polyneurotrophic





neurotropic





neuter



neutral



neutralise



neutropenia





neutrophil



morph

newborn / nju bɔ n/ adjective born recently.
쒁 neonatal 쐽 noun a recently born baby. 쒁 nenewborn



onate
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newton / nju t(ə)n/ noun an SI unit of measurement of force. Symbol N
newton



COMMENT: One newton is the force required to
move one kilogram at the speed of one metre
per second
new variant CJD /nju veəriənt si de
di / noun 쏡 variant CJD
next-day pill /nekst de pl/ noun same as
morning-after pill
next of kin /nekst əv kn/ noun the person
new variant CJD

next-day pill



next of kin



or persons who are most closely related to
someone 쑗 The hospital has notified the next
of kin of the death of the accident victim.


organs or tissues join
NF abbr neurofibromatosis
NHS abbr National Health Service
NHS Direct /en etʃ es d rekt/ noun in the
UK, a national telephone helpline run by nurses to provide information about health and
health services for the public
niacin / naəsn/ noun a vitamin of the vitamin B complex found in milk, meat, liver, kidney, yeast, beans, peas and bread, lack of
which can cause mental disorders and pellagra. Also called nicotinic acid
nicardipine /n kɑ dpi n/ noun a drug
which slows down the movement of calcium
ions into smooth muscle cells, used especially
to treat angina
NICE /nas/ abbr National Institute for Clinical Excellence
nick /nk/ noun a little cut 쑗 She had a nick in
her ear lobe which bled. 쐽 verb to make a little
cut in something 쑗 He nicked his chin while
shaving.
niclosamide /n kləυsəmad/ noun a drug
used for removing tapeworms
nicotine / nkəti n/ noun the main alkaloid
substance found in tobacco
nicotine addiction / nkəti n ə dkʃən/
noun an addiction to nicotine, derived from
smoking tobacco
nicotine patch / nkəti n ptʃ/ noun a
patch containing nicotine which is released
slowly into the bloodstream, applied to the
skin as a method of curing nicotine addiction
nicotine poisoning / nkəti n pɔz(ə)nŋ/
noun poisoning of the autonomic nervous system with large quantities of nicotine. Also
called nicotinism
nicotine receptor / nkəti n rseptə/ noun
a cholinergic receptor found at the neuromuscular junction on skeletal muscle and in the autonomic ganglia, which responds to nicotine
and nicotine-like drugs. Also called nicotinic
NF

NHS

NHS Direct



niacin



nicardipine



NICE

nick

niclosamide



nicotine



nicotine addiction



nicotine patch



nicotine poisoning



nicotine receptor





receptor

nicotine replacement / nkəti n r
plesmənt/ noun the use of nicotine patches

nicotinic receptor /nkətnk r septə/
noun same as nicotine receptor
nicotinism / nkəti nz(ə)m/ noun same as
nicotinic receptor





nicotinism



nicotine poisoning
nictation /nk teʃ(ə)n/, nictitation /nkt
teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of winking
nidation /na deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process
nictation





of building the endometrial layers of the uterus
between menstrual periods 2. the point in the
development of an embryo at which the fertilised ovum reaches the uterus and implants in
the wall of the uterus. Also called implantation

nidus / nadəs/ noun a site where bacteria can
settle and breed, which becomes a centre of infection (NOTE: The plural is niduses or nidi.)
Niemann-Pick disease /ni mən pk d
zi z/ noun a rare inherited disease of a group
which affect metabolism. Signs in babies include feeding difficulties, a large abdomen
within 3 to 6 months, and progressive loss of
early motor skills.
nifedipine /n fedpi n/ noun a drug which
stops the heart muscles from taking up calcium, used in the treatment of high blood pressure and angina pectoris
night duty / nat dju ti/ noun the situation
of working at night 쑗 Nurse Smith is on night
duty this week.
Nightingale ward noun an old-fashioned
type of long ward with a row of beds along
each wall and a centrally placed point for the
nurse in charge to work from
nightmare / natmeə/ noun a dream which
frightens the dreamer 쑗 The child had a nightmare and woke up screaming.
night nurse / nat n! s/ noun a nurse who is
on duty at night
night sweat / nat swet/ noun heavy sweating when a person is asleep at night
night terror /nat terə/ noun a period of disturbed sleep, which a child does not remember
afterwards
nigra / na&rə/ 쏡 linea nigra
nihilism / nahlz(ə)m/ noun the rejection of
all the usual social conventions and beliefs, especially of morality and religion
nihilistic /nah lstk/ adjective relating to
or showing a belief in nihilism
ninety-nine /nanti nan/ number a number
which a doctor asks a person to say so that he
or she can inspect the back of the throat 쑗 The
doctor told him to open his mouth wide and
say ninety-nine.
nipple / np(ə)l/ noun 1. same as mammilla 2.
US a rubber teat on a baby’s feeding bottle
nidus



Niemann-Pick disease



nifedipine



night duty



Nightingale ward

nightmare



night nurse



night sweat



night terror

nigra



nihilism



nihilistic







ninety-nine



nipple

nicotine replacement





acin



nexus



nicotinic acid

nidation

(NOTE: Takes a singular or plural verb.)
nexus / neksəs/ noun 1. a link (NOTE: The plural is nexus or nexuses.) 2. a point where two



nipple

or other products to help during an attempt to
give up smoking
nicotinic acid /nkətnk sd/ same as ni-
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Nissl granule / ns(ə)l &rnju l/, Nissl
body / ns(ə)l bɒdi/ noun one of the coarse
granules surrounding the nucleus in the cytoplasm of nerve cells. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement [Described 1894. After
Nissl granule





Franz Nissl (1860–1919), German psychiatrist.]
nit /nt/ noun an egg or larva of a louse
nitrate / natret/ noun 1. a salt or an ester of
nitric acid 2. a drug such as glyceryl trinitrate
nit

nitrate



which dilates the vessels leading to the heart
muscle and lowers cardiac work by reducing
venous return to the heart, for rapid relief of
angina and in heart failure (NOTE: Patients can
develop tolerance to these drugs.)
-nitrate /natret/ suffix used in names of ni-nitrate

trate drugs
nitrazepam /na trzpm/ noun a tranquilliser used in some sleeping pills
nitrofurantoin /natrəυfjυ rntəυin/ noun
a drug which helps to prevent the growth of
bacteria, used in the treatment of urinary infections
nitrogen / natrədən/ noun a chemical element, which is a gas that is the main component of air and is an essential part of protein
nitrazepam



nitrofurantoin





nitrogen



(NOTE: The chemical symbol is N.)
COMMENT: Nitrogen is taken into the body by
digesting protein-rich foods; excess nitrogen
is excreted in urine. When the intake of nitrogen and the excretion rate are equal, the body
is in nitrogen balance or protein balance.
nitrogen narcosis /natrəd(ə)n nɑ
kəυss/ noun loss of consciousness due to the

nocte



mane (NOTE: used on prescriptions)
nocturia /nɒk tjυəriə/ noun the fact of passnocturia



ing an unusually large quantity of urine during
the night
nocturnal /nɒk t! n(ə)l/ adjective referring
to or taking place at night
nocturnal emission /nɒkt! n(ə)l 
mʃ(ə)n/ noun the production of semen from
the penis while a man is asleep
nocturnal enuresis /nɒkt! n(ə)l enjυ
ri ss/ noun the act of passing urine when
asleep in bed at night. Also called bedwetting
nodal / nəυd(ə)l/ adjective referring to nodes
nodal tachycardia /nəυd(ə)l tki kɑ diə/
noun a sudden attack of rapid heartbeats. Also
called paroxysmal tachycardia
node /nəυd/ noun 1. a small mass of tissue 2.
a group of nerve cells
node of Ranvier /nəυd əv rnviə/ noun
one of a series of gaps in the myelin sheath surrounding a nerve fibre. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
nod off verb to fall asleep (informal )
nodosum /nəυ dəυsəm/ 쏡 erythema nodonocturnal



nocturnal emission





nocturnal enuresis





nodal



nodal tachycardia





node

node of Ranvier



nodosum



nodular / nɒdjυlə/ adjective formed of nodules
nodule / nɒdju l/ noun 1. a small node or
group of cells. 쒁 Bohn’s nodules 2. the anterior part of the inferior vermis
noma / nəυmə/ noun same as cancrum oris
nomen proprium /nəυmən prəυpriəm/
noun full form of n.p.
non- /nɒn/ prefix not
non-A, non-B hepatitis noun now called
nodular



nitroglycerin



nitrous oxide



gas



nodule



noma



nomen proprium

non-

non-A, non-B hepatitis

hepatitis C

non-absorbable
suture /nɒn
əb
zɔ bəb(ə)l su tʃə/ noun a suture made of a
substance which cannot be absorbed into the
body and which eventually has to be removed
non-accidental injury /nɒn ksdent(ə)l
ndəri/ noun an injury which is not caused
accidentally
non-allergenic /nɒn lə denk/ adjective
not aggravating an allergy
non-cancerous /nɒn knsərəs/ adjective
not malignant
non-clinical /nɒn klnk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the wider non-medical aspects of patient care 쑗 non-clinical services such as administration and catering 쑗 non-clinical
guidelines including confidentiality protocols
non-compliance /nɒn kəm plaəns/ noun
the failure to take drugs at the correct times
and in the dosages prescribed, or to take them
at all
non-absorbable suture

nm abbr nanometre
NMC abbr Nursing and Midwifery Council
nmol abbr nanomole
NMR abbr nuclear magnetic resonance
Nocardia /nəυ kɑ diə/ noun a genus of bacteria found in soil, some species of which
cause nocardiosis and maduramycosis
nocardiosis /nəυkɑ di əυss/, nocardiasis
/nəυkɑ daəss/ noun a lung infection which
may metastasise to other tissue, caused by Nocardia
noci- /nəυsi/ prefix pain or injury
nociassociation
/nəυsiəsəυsi eʃ(ə)n/
noun an unconscious release of nervous energy, e.g. as a result of shock
nociceptive /nəυsi septv/ adjective referring to nerves which carry pain to the brain
nociceptor / nəυsiseptə/ noun a sensory
nerve which carries pain to the brain
nm

NMC

nmol

NMR

Nocardia



nocardiosis







sum

formation of nitrogen in the tissues, caused by
pressure change
nitroglycerin /natrəυ &lsərn/ noun a
drug which helps the veins and coronary arteries to become wider
nitrous oxide /natrəs ɒksad/ noun a colourless gas with a sweet smell, used in combination with other gases as an anaesthetic in
dentistry and surgery. Also called laughing


noctambulation

nod off

nitrogen narcosis



noct- /nɒkt/ prefix night
noctambulation
/nɒktmbjuleʃ(ə)n/
noun same as somnambulism
nocte / nɒkti/ adverb at night. Opposite
noct-





noci-

nociassociation



nociceptive





nociceptor













non-accidental injury





non-allergenic





non-cancerous



non-clinical



non-compliance
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non compos mentis /  nɒn kɒmpəs
ments / adjective referring to a person who is
mentally incapable of managing his or her own
affairs (NOTE: From a Latin phrase meaning ‘not
non compos mentis



of sound mind’.)

non-smoker

non-specific

non-contagious /nɒn kən tedəs/ adjective not contagious
non-drowsy /nɒn draυzi/ adjective not
causing drowsiness
non-emergency
surgery
/ nɒn

m! dənsi s! dəri/ noun a surgical operation which does not need to be performed immediately because it is for a condition which is
not life-threatening, e.g. joint replacement.
Also called non-urgent surgery
non-granular leucocyte /nɒn &rnjυlə
lu kəυsat/ noun a leucocyte which has no
granules, e.g. a lymphocyte or monocyte
non-Hodgkins lymphoma /nɒn hɒdknz
lm fəυmə/ noun a cancer of the lymph nodes
which differs from Hodgkin’s disease by the
absence of a particular type of cell with double
nuclei
non-insulin-dependent diabetes /nɒn
nsjυln d pendənt daə bi ti z/ noun
same as Type II diabetes mellitus
non-invasive /nɒn n vezv/ adjective referring to treatment which does not involve entering the body by making an incision
non-maleficence /nɒn mə lefs(ə)ns/ noun
the concept that professionals in the health
service have a duty to protect the patient from
harm (NOTE: Under this principle, professionals’
non-contagious





non-drowsy



non-emergency surgery





non-granular leucocyte



non-Hodgkins lymphoma



non-insulin-dependent diabetes





non-invasive





non-maleficence



obligations include keeping their knowledge and
skills current, realising their own limitations and
knowing when to refer a case to a specialist or
other professional.)
non-malignant /nɒn mə l&nənt/ adjective
not cancerous, or not life-threatening 쑗 a nonnon-malignant





malignant growth
non-medical /nɒn medk(ə)l/ adjective 1.
not relating to medicine 쑗 non-medical genetics 2. not according to medical practice, or not
as directed by a doctor 쑗 non-medical use of
stimulant drugs 3. not used in specialised medical speech 쑗 ‘Nervous breakdown’ is a nonmedical term for a type of sudden mental illness.
non-nucleated /nɒn nju kletd/ adjective referring to a cell with no nucleus
non-official drug /nɒn əfʃ(ə)l dr"&/
noun a drug that is not listed in the national
pharmacopoiea
non-palpable /nɒn plpəb(ə)l/ adjective
not able to be felt when touched
non-paralytic poliomyelitis /nɒn prəltk
pəυliəυmaə lats/ noun a form of poliomyelitis similar to abortive poliomyelitis but
which also affects the muscles to some degree
non-secretor /nɒn s kri tə/ noun a person
who does not secrete substances indicating
non-medical



non-nucleated



non-official drug





non-palpable

non-paralytic poliomyelitis



normocytic

ABO blood group into mucous fluids such as
semen or saliva
non-smoker /nɒn sməυkə/ noun a person
who does not smoke
non-specific /nɒn spə sfk/ adjective not
caused by any single identifiable cause
non-specific urethritis /nɒn spəsfk
jυər θrats/ noun any sexually transmitted
inflammation of the urethra not caused by gonorrhoea (dated ) Abbr NSU
non-sterile /nɒn steral/ adjective not sterile or sterilised
non-steroidal /nɒn ste rɔd(ə)l/ adjective
not containing steroids
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug /
nɒnsterɔd(ə)l nti n flmət(ə)ri dr"&/
noun a drug used in the treatment of pain associated with inflammation, including rheumatic
disease, post-operative analgesia and dysmenorrhoea, by inhibiting the release of prostaglandins. Abbr NSAID (NOTE: Non-steroidal anti-



non-secretor









non-specific urethritis







non-sterile



non-steroidal





non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug







inflammatory drugs have names ending in -fen:
ibuprofen.)
COMMENT: Serious gastro-intestinal side effects can occur, especially in the elderly. Asthma can worsen.
non-union /nɒn ju njən/ noun a condition
non-union

in which the two parts of a fractured bone do
not join together and do not heal
non-urgent surgery /nɒn ! dənt
s! dəri/ same as non-emergency surgery
noradrenaline /nɔ rə drenəln/ noun a hormone secreted by the medulla of the adrenal
glands which acts as a vasoconstrictor and is
used to maintain blood pressure in shock,
haemorrhage or hypotension (NOTE: The US
non-urgent surgery



noradrenaline





term is norepinephrine.)

norma / nɔ mə/ noun a view of the skull as
seen from a particular angle (NOTE: The plural is
norma



normae.)

normal / nɔ m(ə)l/ adjective usual, ordinary
or conforming to a standard 쑗 After he took the
tablets, his blood pressure went back to normal. 쑗 Her temperature is two degrees above
normal. 쑗 He had an above-normal pulse rate.
쑗 Is it normal for a person with myopia to suffer from headaches?
normally / nɔ m(ə)li/ adverb in an ordinary
way, on most occasions or in most circumstances 쑗 The patients are normally worried
before the operation. 쑗 He was breathing normally.
normo- /nɔ məυ/ prefix normal, usual or expected
normoblast / nɔ məυblst/ noun an early
form of a red blood cell, usually found only in
bone marrow but occurring in the blood in
some types of leukaemia and anaemia
normocyte / nɔ məυsat/ noun a red blood
cell
normocytic /nɔ məυ satk/ adjective referring to a normocyte
normal



normally



normo-

normoblast



normocyte



normocytic
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normocytosis /nɔ məυsa təυss/ noun
the condition of having the standard number of
red blood cells in the peripheral blood
normotension /nɔ məυ tenʃən/ noun
blood pressure at the usual level
normotensive /nɔ məυ tensv/ adjective
referring to blood pressure at the usual level
Norton score / nɔ t(ə)n skɔ / noun a scale
for deciding how likely it is that pressure sores
will develop, used mostly in assessing elderly
patients
nortriptyline /nɔ trptəli n/ noun a drug
used to reduce pain and as an antidepressant
and tranquilliser
nose /nəυz/ noun an organ through which a
person breathes and smells 왍 her nose is running liquid mucus is dripping from her nose 왍
he blew his nose he blew air through his nose
into a handkerchief to get rid of mucus in his
nose 왍 to speak through your nose to speak
as if your nose is blocked, so that you say ‘b’
instead of ‘m’ and ‘d’ instead of ‘n’
normocytosis





normotension





normotensive





Norton score



nortriptyline



nose

COMMENT: The

nose is formed of cartilage and
small bones making the bridge at the top. It
leads into two passages, the nostrils, which in
turn lead to the nasal cavity, divided in two by
the septum. The nasal passages connect with
the sinuses, with the ears through the Eustachian tubes, and with the pharynx. The receptors which detect smell are in the top of the
nasal passage.
nosebleed / nəυzbli d/ noun an incident of
nosebleed



bleeding from the nose, usually caused by a
blow or by sneezing, by blowing the nose hard
or by high blood pressure (informal ) 쑗 She had
a headache, followed by a violent nosebleed.
Also called epistaxis
noso- /nɒsəυ/ prefix disease
nosocomial /nɒsəυ kəυmiəl/ adjective referring to hospitals
nosocomial infection /nɒsəυkəυmiəl n
fekʃən/ noun an infection which is passed on
to a person being treated in a hospital
nosology /nɒ sɒlədi/ noun the classification of diseases
nostril / nɒstrl/ noun one of the two passages in the nose through which air is breathed in
or out 쑗 His right nostril is blocked. (NOTE: The
noso-

nosocomial





nosocomial infection







nosology



nostril



nostrils are also referred to as the nares.)
notch /nɒtʃ/ noun a depression on a surface,
notch

usually on a bone, but sometimes on an organ.

쒁 cardiac notch, occipital notch
notice / nəυts/ noun 1. a piece of writing
notice



giving information, usually put in a place
where everyone can see it 2. a warning 쑗 They
had to leave with ten minutes’ notice. 3. attention 왍 to take notice (of something or someone) to give attention (to something or someone) 쑗 We need to take notice of this feedback.
쐽 verb to see or be aware of something 쑗 Nobody noticed that she was sweating. 쑗 Did you
notice the development of any new symptoms?
(NOTE: noticing – noticed)

noticeable / nəυtsəb(ə)l/ adjective able to
be noticed 쑗 The disease has no easily noticeable symptoms.
noticeboard / nəυtsbɔ d/ noun a flat piece
of wood, or board fixed on a wall, on which
notices can be pinned
notifiable disease /nəυtfaəb(ə)l d zi z/
noun a serious infectious disease which, in the
UK, has to be reported by a doctor to the Department of Health so that steps can be taken to
stop it spreading
noticeable



noticeboard



notifiable disease





COMMENT: The following are notifiable diseases: cholera, diphtheria, dysentery, encephalitis, food poisoning, jaundice, malaria, measles, meningitis, ophthalmia neonatorum,
paratyphoid, plague, poliomyelitis, relapsing
fever, scarlet fever, smallpox, tuberculosis, typhoid, typhus, whooping cough and yellow fever.
notify / nəυtfa/ verb to inform a person or
authority officially 쑗 The local doctor notified
notify



the Health Service of the case of cholera.
(NOTE: notifies – notifying – notified. You notify a person of something.)
nourish / n"rʃ/ verb to give food or nutrients
nourish



to a person
nourishment / n"rʃmənt/ noun 1. the act of
supplying nutrients to a person 2. food and the
nutrients in it, e.g. proteins, fats or vitamins
noxious / nɒkʃəs/ adjective harmful 쑗 a noxious gas
n.p. noun the name of the drug written on the
label of its container. Full form nomen proprinourishment



noxious



n.p.

um

NPO abbreviation used to refer to patients being kept without food 쑗 The patient should be
kept NPO for five hours before the operation.
Full form ne per oris
NSAID abbr non-steroidal anti-inflammatory
drug
NSU abbr non-specific urethritis
nucha / nju kə/ noun same as nape (NOTE:
NPO

NSAID

NSU

nucha



The plural is nuchae.)
nuchal / nju k(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
nuchal



back of the neck
nucle- /nju kli/ prefix same as nucleo- (used
nucle-

before vowels)

nuclear / nju kliə/ adjective referring to nuclei, e.g. of a cell or an atom
nuclear magnetic resonance /nju kliə
m& netk rezənəns/ noun a scanning technique using magnetic fields and radio waves
which reveals abnormalities in soft tissue and
body fluids. 쒁 magnetic resonance imaging.
Abbr NMR
nuclear medicine /nju kliə med(ə)s(ə)n/
noun the use of radioactive substances for detecting and treating disorders
nuclease / nju kliez/ noun an enzyme
which breaks down nucleic acids
nucleic acid /nju kli k sd/ noun an organic acid of a type found in all living cells,
nuclear



nuclear magnetic resonance





nuclear medicine



nuclease



nucleic acid
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which consists of complex nucleotide chains
which pass on genetic information, e.g. DNA
or RNA
nucleo- /nju kliəυ/ prefix referring to a cell
or atomic nucleus
nucleolus /nju kli ələs/ noun a structure inside a cell nucleus, containing RNA (NOTE: The
nucleo-

nucleolus



plural is nucleoli.)
nucleoprotein /nju kliəυ prəυti n/ noun a
nucleoprotein





compound of protein and nucleic acid, e.g. a
chromosome or ribosome
nucleus / nju kliəs/ noun 1. a central part
which has others grouped or built around it 2.
the central body in a cell, which contains DNA
and RNA and controls the function and characteristics of the cell. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement 3. a group of nerve cells in
the brain or spinal cord (NOTE: The plural is nunucleus



clei.)

nursing standard

nurse tutor /n! s tju tə/ noun an experienced nurse who teaches student nurses
nursing / n! sŋ/ noun 1. the work or profession of being a nurse 쑗 He has chosen nursing
as his career. 2. care for sick people provided
by a nurse 쐽 adjective providing care as a nurse
nurse tutor



nursing



‘…few would now dispute the need for clear, concise nursing plans to guide nursing practice, provide
educational tools and give an accurate legal record’
[Nursing Times]
‘…all relevant sections of the nurses’ care plan and
nursing process records had been left blank’
[Nursing Times]

Nursing and Midwifery Council /n! sŋ
ən md wfəri kaυnsəl/ noun in the UK, an
organisation that sets standards for the education, practice and conduct of nurses, midwives
and health visitors. Abbr NMC
nursing audit / n! sŋ ɔ dt/ noun a formal
detailed review of records or observation of
nursing actions so that judgments can be made
about the quality of nursing care being given
Nursing and Midwifery Council





nursing audit



nucleus pulposus /nju kliəs pυl pəυsəs/
noun a soft central part of an intervertebral disc
which disappears in old age (NOTE: The plural is
nucleus pulposus





nuclei pulposi)
nullipara /n" lpərə/ noun a woman who has
never had a child (NOTE: The plural is nulliparas
or nulliparae.) 쐽 adjective referring to a womnullipara



an who has never had a child
numb /n"m/ adjective 1. referring to a part of
the body which has no feeling 2. unable to feel
emotion
numbness / n"mnəs/ noun a loss of feeling
nurse /n! s/ noun a person who looks after
sick people in a hospital or helps a doctor in a
local surgery. Some nurses may be trained to
diagnose and treat patients. 쑗 She works as a
nurse in the local hospital. 쑗 He’s training to
be a nurse. 쒁 nurse practitioner 쐽 verb 1. to
look after a sick person, or to be employed as
a nurse 쑗 When he was ill his mother nursed
him until he was better. 2. to behave so as not
to aggravate a condition 쑗 nursing a sprained
ankle (NOTE: nurses – nursing – nursed)
nurse executive director /n! s &zekjυtv
da rektə/ noun in the UK, a senior nurse who
sits on the Board of an NHS Trust and has corporate as well as professional responsibilities
in the organisation for nursing and sometimes
other aspects such as quality or human resources
nurse manager /n! s mndə/ noun a
nurse who has administrative duties in a hospital or a health service
nurse practitioner /n! s prk tʃ(ə)nə/
noun a nurse with additional clinical training at
degree level who often works independently,
assessing, diagnosing and treating patients,
particularly in primary care
nurse station / n! s steʃ(ə)n/, nurses’
station / n! sz steʃ(ə)n/ noun an area in or
near a ward from which nurses work, keep
records and control the activities of the ward
numb

numbness



nurse

nurse executive director



nurse manager



nurse practitioner



nurse station







(NOTE: The documented evidence is compared
with accepted standards and criteria.)
nursing development unit /n! sŋ d
veləpmənt/ noun a nurse-led ward or unit
nursing development unit





that sets out to demonstrate by example innovative high-quality care, to reflect on practice
and draw lessons from this experience, and to
provide learning opportunities for other nurses. Abbr NDU
nursing home / n! sŋ həυm/ noun a house
where convalescents or dependent elderly people can live under medical supervision by a
qualified nurse
nursing intervention /n! sŋ ntə
venʃən/ noun the treatment of illness by nursing care, without surgery
nursing model / n! sŋ mɒd(ə)l/ noun a set
of stated principles about nursing which gives
professionals a way of formulating a plan of
care, assessing its success and addressing any
problems which arise from it
nursing mother /n! sŋ m"ðə/ noun a
mother who breast-feeds her baby
Nursing Officer / n! sŋ ɒfsə/ noun in the
UK, a nurse employed by the Department of
Health to assist the Chief Nursing Officer in
providing professional advice to Ministers and
policy-makers
nursing practice / n! sŋ prkts/ noun
treatment given by nurses
nursing process /n! sŋ prəυses/ noun a
standard method of treatment and documentation of treatment carried out by nurses
nursing sister /n! sŋ sstə/ noun a hospital sister who has administrative duties
nursing standard / n! sŋ stndəd/ noun
an accepted level of achievement by which
nursing care can be assessed or compared
nursing home



nursing intervention



nursing model



nursing mother



Nursing Officer



nursing practice



nursing process



nursing sister



nursing standard
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nurture / n! tʃə/ noun care given to a child
while it is developing 쐽 verb to bring up and
care for children (NOTE: nurturing – nurtured)
nutans / nju t(ə)ns/ 쏡 spasmus nutans
nutation /nju teʃ(ə)n/ noun involuntary
nodding of the head
nutrient / nju triənt/ noun a substance in
food which is necessary to provide energy or
to help the body grow, e.g. protein, fat or a vitamin
nutrition /nju trʃ(ə)-n/ noun 1. the study of
the supply of nutrients to the body from digesting food 2. nourishment or food
nutritional /nju trʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring to nutrition
nutritional anaemia /nju trʃ(ə)n(ə)l ə
ni miə/ noun anaemia caused by an imbalance in the diet
nutritional disorder /nju trʃ(ə)n(ə)l ds
ɔ də/ noun a disorder related to food and nutrients, e.g. obesity
nutritionist /nju trʃ(ə)nst/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of nutrition and
advises on diets. 쒁 dietitian
nyct- /nkt/ prefix night or darkness
nurture



nutans



nutation



nutrient



nutrition



nutritional



nutritional anaemia





nutritional disorder



nutritionist



nyct-



nyctalopia /nktə ləυpiə/ noun the condition of being unable to see in bad light. Also
called night blindness
nyctophobia /nktə fəυbiə/ noun fear of
the dark
nymphae / nmfi / plural noun same as labia
nyctalopia





nyctophobia





nymphae



minora

nympho- /nmfəυ/ prefix 1. female sexuality
2. nymphae
nymphomania /nmfə meniə/ noun an obsessive sexual urge in a woman (NOTE: A similar
nympho-

nymphomania





condition in a man is called satyriasis.)

nymphomaniac /nmfə menik/ noun a
woman who has an unusually obsessive sexual
urge (NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)
nystagmus /n st&məs/ noun a rapid, involuntary movement of the eyes up and down
or from side to side
nymphomaniac





nystagmus



COMMENT: Nystagmus can be horizontal, vertical, torsional or rotary; it can be congenital,
but is also a symptom of multiple sclerosis
and Ménière’s disease.
nystatin /na sttn/ noun an anti-microbial
nystatin



drug used in the treatment of fungal infections,
especially thrush
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oat cell carcinoma / əυt sel kɑ s nəυmə/
noun a type of cancer of the bronchi, with distinctive small cells
OB abbr obstetrics
obese /əυ bi s/ adjective so overweight as to
be at risk of several serious illnesses, including
diabetes and heart disease
obesity /əυ bi sti/ noun the condition of being seriously overweight
oat cell carcinoma





OB

obese



obesity



COMMENT: Obesity is caused by excess fat accumulating under the skin and around organs
in the body. It is sometimes due to glandular
disorders, but it is usually caused by eating or
drinking too much. A tendency to obesity can
be hereditary.
obey /ə be/ verb to do what a person, authority or rule says you should do 쑗 You ought to
obey



obey the doctor’s instructions and go to bed.
objective /əb dektv/ noun an aim or goal
쐽 adjective 1. existing independently of any individual person’s mind 2. not influenced by
any bias or prejudice caused by personal feelings 3. referring to symptoms of illness which
can be observed by somebody other than the
person who is ill. Compare subjective
obligate / ɒbl&et/ adjective referring to an
organism which exists and develops in only
one way, e.g. a virus which is a parasite only
inside cells
oblique /ə bli k/ adjective lying at an angle 쐽
noun also called oblique muscle
objective



obligate



oblique



‘…there are four recti muscles and two oblique muscles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’
[Nursing Times]
oblique fissure /əbli k fʃə/ noun a groove
oblique fissure



between the superior and inferior lobes of a
lung. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
oblique fracture /əbli k frktʃə/ noun a
fracture in which the bone is broken diagonally
oblique muscle /əbli k m"s(ə)l/ noun 1.
each of two muscles in the wall of the abdomen 2. each of two muscles which control the
movement of the eyeball
obliterate /ə bltəret/ verb 1. to destroy
something completely 2. to block a cavity
completely (NOTE: obliterating – obliterated)
oblique fracture



oblique muscle



obliterate



obliteration /əbltə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
complete destruction of something 2. the complete blocking of something such as a cavity
oblongata /ɒblɒŋ &etə/ 쏡 medulla oblonobliteration





oblongata





gata

observable /əb z! vəb(ə)l/ noun which can
be seen or measured
observation /ɒbzə veʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of watching and examining a person or
thing over a period of time 쑗 She was admitted
to hospital for observation.
observation register /ɒbzə veʃ(ə)n
redstə/ noun a record of children who have
had problems at birth, or soon after their birth,
and so need particular follow-up care from a
health visitor, general practitioner or social
worker
observe /əb z! v/ verb 1. to see something 쑗
The nurses observed signs of improvement in
the patient’s condition. 쑗 The girl’s mother
observed symptoms of anorexia. 2. to watch a
person or thing carefully in order to discover
something 쑗 Observe the way in which the patient is lying. 3. to take something into account
쑗 You’re expected to observe the rules of conduct.
obsessed /əb sest/ adjective having an obsession 쑗 He is obsessed with the idea that
someone is trying to kill him.
obsession /əb seʃ(ə)n/ noun a mental disorder in which a person has a fixed idea or emotion which he or she cannot get rid of, even if
he or she knows it is wrong or unpleasant 쑗
She has an obsession about cats.
obsessional /əb seʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring to or having an obsession 쑗 He is suffering from an obsessional disorder.
obsessive /əb sesv/ adjective having or
showing an obsession 쑗 He has an obsessive
desire to steal little objects.
obsessive action /əbsesv kʃən/ noun
an action such as washing which is repeated
over and over again and indicates a mental disorder
obsessive–compulsive disorder /əbse*
sv kəm p"lʃv dsɔ də/ noun a mental disorder characterised by the need to perform reobservable



observation





observation register





observe



obsessed



obsession



obsessional



obsessive



obsessive action



obsessive–compulsive disorder
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peated ritual acts such as checking or cleaning,
which can be treated with psychotherapy and
antidepressants. Abbr OCD
obstetric /əb stetrk(ə)l/, obstetrical /əb
stetrkəl/ adjective referring to obstetrics
obstetrical
forceps
/əbstetrk(ə)l
fɔ seps/ plural noun a type of large forceps
used to hold a baby’s head during childbirth
obstetrician /ɒbstə trʃ(ə)n/ noun a doctor
who specialises in obstetrics
obstetric patient /əb stetrk peʃ(ə)nt/
noun a woman who is being treated by an obstetrician
obstetrics /əb stetrks/ noun a branch of
medicine and surgery dealing with pregnancy,
childbirth and the period immediately after
childbirth. Abbr OB
obstipation /ɒbst peʃ(ə)n/ noun severe
constipation, often caused by a blockage in the
intestines
obstruct /əb str"kt/ verb to block something
쑗 The artery was obstructed by a blood clot.
obstruction /əb str"kʃən/ noun 1. something which blocks a passage or a blood vessel
2. the blocking of a passage or blood vessel
obstructive /əb str"ktv/ adjective caused
by an obstruction
obstructive
jaundice
/əbstr"ktv
dɔ nds/ noun jaundice caused by an obstruction of the bile ducts. Also called posthepatic jaundice. 쒁 acholuric jaundice, icterus
obstetric





obstetrical forceps



obstetrician





obstetric patient



obstetrics



obstipation





obstruct



obstruction



obstructive



obstructive jaundice



gravis neonatorum

obstructive lung disease /əbstr"ktv
l"ŋ dzi z/ noun bronchitis and emphysema
obstructive sleep apnoea /əbstr"ktv
sli p pniə/ noun the stopping of breathing,
or difficulty in breathing, during sleep, resulting in loud snoring
obtain /əb ten/ verb to get something 쑗
Some amino acids are obtained from food. 쑗
Where did he obtain the drugs?
obtrusive /əb tru sv/ adjective 1. forcing
your presence on others 2. referring to a scar
which is very noticeable
obturation /ɒbtjυ reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
obstructing a body passage, or the state of a
body passage when it is obstructed, e.g. by
hard faeces
obturator / ɒbtjυretə/ noun 1. one of two
muscles in the pelvis which govern the movement of the hip and thigh 2. a device which
closes an opening, e.g. a dental prosthesis
which covers a cleft palate 3. a metal bulb
which fits into a bronchoscope or sigmoidoscope
obturator foramen /ɒbtjυretə fə re*
mən/ noun an opening in the hip bone near the
acetabulum. See illustration at PELVIS in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is obturator foramiobstructive lung disease





obstructive sleep apnoea



obtain



obtrusive



obturation





obturator



obturator foramen



na.)



obtusion /əb tju (ə)n/ noun a condition in
which perception and feelings become dulled
OC abbr oral contraceptive
occipita /ɒk sptə/ plural of occiput
occipital /ɒk spt(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the back of the head 쐽 noun same as occipital
obtusion



OC

occipita



occipital



bone

occipital bone /ɒk spt(ə)l bəυn/ noun the
bone at the back of the head. Also called ococcipital bone



cipital

occipital condyle /ɒkspt(ə)l kɒndal/
noun a round part of the occipital bone which
joins it to the atlas
occipital lobe /ɒk spt(ə)l ləυb/ noun the
lobe at the back of each cerebral hemisphere
occipital notch /ɒk spt(ə)l nɒtʃ/ noun a
point on the lower edge of the cerebral hemisphere where the surface has a notch
occipito-anterior /ɒksptəυ n təriə/
adjective referring to a position of a baby during birth, in which the baby faces the mother’s
back
occipito-posterior /ɒksptəυ pɒ stəriə/
adjective referring to a position of a baby during birth in which the baby faces the front
occiput / ɒksp"t/ noun the lower part of the
back of the head or skull (NOTE: The plural is
occipital condyle



occipital lobe



occipital notch



occipito-anterior





occipito-posterior





occiput



occiputs or occipita.)
occluded /ə klu dd/ adjective closed or
occluded



blocked
occlusion /ə klu (ə)n/ noun 1. a thing
which blocks a passage or which closes an
opening 2. the way in which the teeth in the upper and lower jaws fit together when the jaws
are closed (NOTE: A bad fit between the teeth is
occlusion



a malocclusion.)

occlusive /ə klu sv/ adjective referring to
occlusion or blocking
occlusive stroke /əklu sv strəυk/ noun a
stroke caused by a blood clot
occlusive therapy /əklu sv θerəpi/ noun
a treatment for a squint in which the good eye
is covered up in order to encourage the squinting eye to become straight
occult /ə k"lt/ adjective 1. not easy to see
with the naked eye. Opposite overt 2. referring
to a symptom or sign which is hidden
occult blood /ək"lt bl"d/ noun very small
quantities of blood in the faeces, which can
only be detected by tests
occupancy rate / ɒkjυpənsi ret/ noun the
number of beds occupied in a hospital, shown
as a percentage of all the beds
occupation /ɒkjυ peʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a job or
work 쑗 What is his occupation? 쑗 People in
sedentary occupations are liable to digestive
disorders. 2. the state or fact of occupying
something or of being occupied
occupational /ɒkjυ peʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective
referring to work
occlusive



occlusive stroke



occlusive therapy



occult



occult blood



occupancy rate



occupation





occupational
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occupational asthma /ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
smə/ noun asthma caused by materials with
which people come into contact at work
occupational dermatitis /ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
d! mə tats/ noun dermatitis caused by materials touched at work
occupational disease /ɒkjυ peʃ(ə)nəl d
zi z/ noun a disease which is caused by the
type of work a person does or the conditions in
which a person works, e.g. a disease caused by
dust or chemicals in a factory
occupational hazard /ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
hzəd/ noun a dangerous situation related to
the working environment
occupational
health
nurse /ɒkjυ
peʃ(ə)n(ə)l helθ n! s/ noun a nurse who deals
with health problems of people at work. Abbr
occupational asthma



occupational dermatitis





occupational disease





occupational hazard



occupational health nurse



occupational
medicine
/ɒkjυ
peʃ(ə)n(ə)l med(ə)sn/ noun the branch of
medicine concerned with accidents and diseases connected with work
occupational therapist /ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
θerəpst/ noun a qualified health professional
who offers patients occupational therapy
occupational therapy /ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
θerəpi/ noun light work or hobbies used as a
means of treatment, especially for physically
challenged or mentally ill people, to promote
independence during the recovery period after
an illness or operation
occur /ə k! / verb 1. to take place 쑗 one of the
most frequently occurring types of tumour 쑗
Thrombosis occurred in the artery. 쑗 a form of
glaucoma which occurs in infants. 2. to come
into a person’s mind 쑗 It occurred to her that
she might be pregnant. (NOTE: occurring – ococcupational medicine



occupational therapist



occupational therapy



occur



curred)

occurrence /ə k"rəns/ noun something that
takes place 쑗 Neuralgia is a common occurrence after shingles.
OCD abbr obsessive-compulsive disorder
ochronosis /ɒkrəυ nəυss/ noun a condition in which cartilage, ligaments and other fibrous tissue become dark as a result of a metabolic disorder, and in which the urine turns
black on exposure to air
ocular / ɒkjυlə/ adjective referring to the eye
쑗 Opticians are trained to detect all kinds of
ocular imbalance.
ocular dominance /ɒkjυlə dɒmnəns/
noun a condition in which a person uses one
eye more than the other
ocular prosthesis /ɒkjυlə prɒs θi ss/
noun a false eye
oculi / ɒkjυla/ 쏡 orbicularis oculi
oculist / ɒkjυlst/ noun a qualified physician
or surgeon who specialises in the treatment of
eye disorders
oculo- /ɒkjυləυ/ prefix eye
occurrence



OCD

ochronosis





ocular



ocular dominance



ocular prosthesis





oculist



oculo-





oculomotor





oculomotor nerve





oculonasal





oculoplethysmography







OD

o.d.

ODA

odont-

before vowels)

OH nurse

oculi

oesophag-

oculogyric /ɒkjuləυ dark/ adjective
causing eye movements
oculomotor /ɒkjυləυ məυtə/ adjective referring to movements of the eyeball
oculomotor nerve /ɒkjυləυ məυtə n! v/
noun the third cranial nerve which controls the
eyeballs and eyelids
oculonasal /ɒkjυləυ nez(ə)l/ adjective referring to both the eye and the nose
oculoplethysmography /ɒkjυləυpleθz
mɒ&rəfi/ noun measurement of the pressure
inside the eyeball
OD abbr overdose
o.d. adverb (written on a prescription) every
day. Full form omni die
ODA abbr operating department assistant
odont- /ɒdɒnt/ prefix same as odonto- (used
oculogyric



odontalgia /ɒdɒn tldə/ noun same as
odontalgia





toothache

odontitis /ɒdɒn tats/ noun inflammation
of the pulpy interior of a tooth
odonto- /ɒdɒntəυ/ prefix tooth
odontoid /ɒ dɒntɔd/ adjective similar to a
tooth, especially in shape
odontoid process /ɒdɒntɔd prəυses/
noun a projecting part of a vertebra, shaped
like a tooth
odontology /ɒdɒn tɒlədi/ noun the study
of teeth and associated structures, and their
disorders
odontoma /ɒdɒn təυmə/, odontome /
ɒdɒntəυm/ noun 1. a structure like a tooth
which has an unusual arrangement of its component tissues 2. a solid or cystic tumour derived from cells concerned with the development of a tooth (NOTE: The plural is odontomas
odontitis





odonto-

odontoid



odontoid process



odontology





odontoma







or odontomata.)
odourless / əυdələs/ adjective with no smell
odyn- /ɒdn/ prefix same as odyno- (used before vowels)
-odynia /ədniə/ suffix pain
odyno- /ɒdnəυ/ prefix pain
odynophagia /ɒdnə fedə/ noun a condiodourless



odyn-

-odynia

odyno-

odynophagia





tion in which pain occurs when food is swallowed
oedema / di mə/ noun the swelling of part
of the body caused by accumulation of fluid in
the intercellular tissue spaces 쑗 Her main
problem is oedema of the feet. Also called
dropsy. 쒁 tumescence (NOTE: The US spelling
oedema



is edema.)

oedematous / demətəs/ adjective referring
to oedema (NOTE: The US spelling is edemaoedematous



tous.)

Oedipus complex / i dpəs kɒmpleks/
noun (in Freudian psychology) a condition in
which a boy feels sexually attracted to his
mother and sees his father as an obstacle
oesophag- /i sɒfəd/ prefix same as
Oedipus complex



oesophag-

oesophago- (used before vowels)
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oesophageal /i sɒfə di əl/ adjective referring to the oesophagus (NOTE: The US spelling
oesophageal





is esophageal.)

ment for oestrogen deficiency. The US spelling
is estradiol.)
oestriol / i striɒl/ noun a placental hormone
oestriol

oesophageal hiatus /i sɒfədi əl ha
etəs/ noun the opening in the diaphragm
through which the oesophagus passes
oesophageal
varices /i sɒfədi əl
vrsi z/ plural noun varicose veins in the
oesophagus
oesophagectomy /i sɒfə dektəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to remove part of the
oesophagus (NOTE: The plural is oesophagecoesophageal hiatus







oesophageal varices





oesophagectomy





tomies.)



with oestrogenic properties, found in the urine
of pregnant women (NOTE: The US spelling is

estriol.)

oestrogen / i strədən/ noun any steroid
hormone which stimulates the development of
secondary sexual characteristics in females at
puberty (NOTE: The US spelling is estrogen.)
oestrogen



COMMENT: Synthetic oestrogens form most
oral contraceptives, and are also used in the
treatment of menstrual and menopausal disorders.
oestrogenic hormone /i strədenk
hɔ məυn/ noun synthetic oestrogen used to

oesophagi /i sɒfə&i/ plural of oesophagus
oesophagitis /i sɒfə dats/ noun inflammation of the oesophagus, caused by acid juices from the stomach or by infection
oesophago- /i sɒfə&əυ/ prefix oesophagus

hormone.)

(NOTE: The US spelling is esophago-.)
oesophagocele /i sɒfə&əυsi l/ noun a con-

oestrone / i strəυn/ noun a type of oestrogen
produced in the ovaries (NOTE: The US spelling

oesophagogastroduodenoscopy

is estrone.)
official /ə fʃ(ə)l/ adjective 1. accepted or permitted by an authority 쑗 We need to undertake
a review of the official procedures. 2. constitut-

oesophagi



oesophagitis





oesophago-

oesophagocele



dition in which the mucous membrane lining
the oesophagus protrudes through the wall
oesophagogastroduodenoscopy
/
sɒfə&əυ&strəυdju əυdə nɒskəpi/ noun
a surgical operation in which a tube is put
down into the oesophagus so that the doctor
can examine it, the stomach and the duodenum. Abbr OGD (NOTE: The plural is oesoph







agogastroduodenoscopies.)

oestrogenic hormone



treat conditions which develop during menopause (NOTE: The US spelling is estrogenic
oestrone



official



ing an authority
official drug /əfʃ(ə)l dr"&/ noun any drug
listed in the national pharmacopoiea
officially /ə fʃ(ə)li/ adverb in a way that is
approved by an authority 쑗 officially listed as
a dangerous drug
OGD abbr oesophagogastroduodenoscopy
OH nurse /əυ etʃ n! s/ abbr occupational
health nurse
-oid /ɔd/ suffix like or related to
oil /ɔl/ noun a liquid which cannot be mixed
with water (NOTE: There are three types of oil:
official drug



officially



oesophagojejunostomy / sɒfə&əυd
du nɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
create a junction between the jejunum and the
oesophagus after the stomach has been removed (NOTE: The plural is oesophagojejunosoesophagojejunostomy







OGD

OH nurse

-oid

tomies.)

oesophagoscope /i sɒfə&əυskəυp/ noun
a thin tube with a light at the end, which is
passed down the oesophagus to examine it
oesophagoscopy /i sɒfə &ɒskəpi/ noun
an examination of the oesophagus with an
oesophagoscope (NOTE: The plural is
oesophagoscope



oesophagoscopy





oesophagoscopies.)

oil

fixed vegetable or animal oils, volatile oils and
mineral oils.)
oily / ɔli/ adjective containing or resembling
oily



oil
ointment / ɔntmənt/ noun a smooth oily
medicinal preparation which can be spread on
the skin to soothe or to protect
old age /əυld ed/ noun a period in a person’s life, usually taken to be after the age of
sixty-five
oleaginous /əυli nəs/ adjective same as
ointment

oesophagostomy /i sɒfə &ɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make an opening in the
oesophagus to allow the person to be fed, usually after an operation on the pharynx (NOTE:
oesophagostomy





The plural is oesophagostomies.)
oesophagotomy /i sɒfə &ɒtəmi/ noun a
oesophagotomy





surgical operation to make an opening in the
oesophagus to remove something which is
blocking it (NOTE: The plural is oesophagoto-



old age

oleaginous





oily

olecranon /əυ lekrənɒn/, olecranon process /əυ lekrənɒn prəυsəs/ noun a curved
projecting part at the end of the ulna at the elbow, which gives rise to a painful tingling sensation if hit by accident. Also called funny
olecranon





mies.)

oesophagus /i sɒfə&əs/ noun a tube down
which food passes from the pharynx to the
stomach (NOTE: The plural is oesophagi. The
oesophagus



US spellings are esophagus and esophagi.)
oestradiol /i strə daɒl/ noun a type of oesoestradiol





trogen secreted by an ovarian follicle, which
stimulates the development of secondary sexual characteristics in females at puberty (NOTE:

A synthetic form of oestradiol is given as treat-

bone

oleic /əυ li k/ adjective referring to oil
oleic acid /əυli k sd/ noun a fatty acid
which is present in most oils
oleo- /əυliəυ/ prefix oil
oleum / əυliəm/ noun oil (used in pharmacy)
oleic



oleic acid



oleo-

oleum
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olfaction /ɒl fkʃən/ noun 1. the sense of
smell 2. the way in which a person’s sensory
organs detect smells
olfactory /ɒl fkt(ə)ri/ adjective referring to
the sense of smell
olfactory area /ɒlfkt(ə)ri eəriə/ noun the
part of the brain that registers smell
olfactory bulb /ɒl fkt(ə)ri b"lb/ noun the
end of the olfactory tract, where the processes
of the sensory cells in the nose are linked to the
fibres of the olfactory nerve
olfactory cortex /ɒlfkt(ə)ri kɔ teks/
noun the parts of the cerebral cortex which receive information about smell
olfactory nerve /ɒl fkt(ə)ri n! v/ noun
the first cranial nerve which controls the sense
of smell
olfactory tract /ɒl fkt(ə)ri trkt/ noun a
nerve tract which takes the olfactory nerve
from the nose to the brain
olig- /ɒl&/ prefix same as oligo- (used before
olfaction



olfactory



olfactory area



olfactory bulb



olfactory cortex



olfactory nerve



olfactory tract



olig-

vowels)

oligaemia /ɒl &i miə/ noun a condition in
which a person has too little blood in his or her
circulatory system (NOTE: The US spelling is ololigaemia





igemia.)

oligo- /ɒl&əυ/ prefix few or little
oligodactylism
/ɒl&əυ dktlz(ə)m/
noun a congenital condition in which a baby is
born without some fingers or toes
oligodipsia /ɒl&əυ dpsiə/ noun a condition in which a person does not want to drink
oligodontia /ɒl&əυ dɒnʃə/ noun a state in
which most of the teeth are lacking
oligohydramnios /ɒl&əυha drmniəs/
noun a condition in which the amnion surrounding the fetus contains too little amniotic
fluid
oligomenorrhoea /ɒl&əυmenə ri ə/ noun
a condition in which a person menstruates infrequently (NOTE: The US spelling is oligomenoligo-

oligodactylism





oligodipsia





oligodontia





oligohydramnios





oligomenorrhoea





orrhea.)

oligo-ovulation /ɒl&əυ ɒvjυ leʃ(ə)n/
noun ovulation which does not occur as often
as is usual
oligospermia /ɒl&əυ sp! miə/ noun a condition in which there are too few spermatozoa
in the semen
oliguria /ɒl &jυəriə/ noun a condition in
which a person does not produce enough urine
olive / ɒlv/ noun 1. the fruit of a tree, which
gives an edible oil 2. a swelling containing
grey matter, on the side of the pyramid of the
medulla oblongata
-ology /ɒlədi/ suffix area of study
-olol /əlɒl/ suffix beta blocker 쑗 atenolol 쑗
propranolol hydrochloride
o.m. adverb (written on a prescription) every
morning. Full form omni mane
-oma /əυmə/ suffix tumour
oligo-ovulation





oligospermia



oliguria



olive



-ology

-olol

o.m.

-oma



oncogene

Ombudsman / ɒmbυdzmən/ 쏡 Health ServOmbudsman



ice Commissioner

oment- /əυment/ prefix omentum
omenta /əυ mentə/ plural of omentum
omental /əυ ment(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the omentum
omentectomy /əυmen tektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove part of the omentum (NOTE: The plural is omentectomies.)
omentopexy /əυ mentəpeksi/ noun a surgical operation to attach the omentum to the abdominal wall (NOTE: The plural is omentopexoment-

omenta



omental



omentectomy





omentopexy



ies.)

omentum /əυ mentəm/ noun a double fold
of peritoneum hanging down over the intestines. Also called epiploon (NOTE: The plural is
omentum



omenta. For other terms referring to the omentum see words beginning with epiplo-.)
COMMENT: The omentum is in two sections:
the greater omentum which covers the intestines, and the lesser omentum which hangs
between the liver and the stomach and the liver and the duodenum.
omeprazole /əυ meprəzəυl/ noun a drug
omeprazole



which reduces the amount of acid released in
the stomach, used in the treatment of ulcers
and heartburn
omphal- /ɒmfəl/ prefix same as omphaloomphal-

(used before vowels)
omphali / ɒmfəli/ plural of omphalus
omphalitis /ɒmfə lats/ noun inflammaomphali



omphalitis





tion of the navel
omphalo- /ɒmfələυ/ prefix navel
omphalocele / ɒmfələsi l/ noun a hernia in
which part of the intestine protrudes through
the abdominal wall near the navel
omphalus / ɒmfələs/ noun a scar with a depression in the middle of the abdomen where
the umbilical cord was detached after birth.
Also called navel, umbilicus (NOTE: The plural
omphalo-

omphalocele



omphalus



is omphali.)

-omycin /əυmasn/ suffix macrolide drug 쑗
erythromycin
o.n. adverb (written on a prescription) every
night. Full form omni nocte
onanism / əυnənz(ə)m/ noun same as mas-omycin

o.n.

onanism



turbation

Onchocerca /ɒŋkəυ s! kə/ noun a genus of
tropical parasitic threadworms
onchocerciasis /ɒŋkəυs! kaəss/ noun
infestation with Onchocerca in which the larvae can move into the eye, causing river blindness
onco- /ɒŋkəυ/ prefix tumour
oncogene / ɒŋkədi n/ noun a part of the
genetic system which causes malignant tumours to develop
Onchocerca





onchocerciasis





onco-

oncogene



‘…all cancers may be reduced to fundamental mechanisms based on cancer risk genes or oncogenes
within ourselves. An oncogene is a gene that encodes
a protein that contributes to the malignant phenotype
of the cell’ [British Medical Journal]
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oncogenesis /ɒŋkə denəss/ noun the origin and development of a tumour
oncogenic /ɒŋkə denk/ adjective causing
tumours to develop 쑗 an oncogenic virus
oncologist /ɒŋ kɒlədst/ noun a doctor
who specialises in oncology, especially cancer
oncology /ɒŋ kɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of new growths, especially cancers
oncolysis /ɒŋ kɒləss/ noun the destruction
of a tumour or of tumour cells
oncometer /ɒŋ kɒmtə/ noun 1. an instrument for measuring swelling in an arm or leg
using changes in their blood pressure 2. an instrument for measuring the variations in size
of the kidney and other organs of the body
oncotic /ɒŋ kɒtk/ adjective referring to a tumour
ondansetron /ɒn dnstrɒn/ noun a drug
which helps to prevent the production of serotonin, used to control nausea and vomiting
caused by drug treatment and radiotherapy for
cancer
onset / ɒnset/ noun the beginning of something 쑗 The onset of the illness is marked by
sudden high temperature.
ontogeny /ɒn tɒdəni/ noun the origin and
development of an individual organism
onych- /ɒnk/ prefix same as onycho- (used
oncogenesis





oncogenic





oncologist



oncology



oncolysis



oncometer



oncotic



ondansetron



onset



ontogeny



onych-

before vowels)

onychauxis /ɒn kɔ kss/ noun excessive
growth of the nails of the fingers or toes
onychia /ɒ nkiə/ noun an irregularity of the
nails caused by inflammation of the matrix
onycho- /ɒnkəυ/ prefix nails
onychogryphosis
/ɒnkəυ&r fəυss/
noun a condition in which the nails are bent or
curved over the ends of the fingers or toes
onycholysis /ɒn kɒləss/ noun a condition
in which a nail becomes separated from its
bed, without falling out
onychomadesis /ɒnkəυmə di ss/ noun a
condition in which the nails fall out
onychomycosis /ɒnkəυma kəυss/ noun
an infection of a nail with a fungus
onychosis /ɒn kəυss/ noun any disease of
the nails (NOTE: The plural is onychoses.)
o’nyong-nyong fever /əυ njɒŋ njɒŋ
fi və/ noun an infectious virus disease prevalent in East Africa, spread by mosquitoes. The
symptoms are high fever, inflammation of the
lymph nodes and excruciating pains in the
joints. Also called joint-breaker fever
oo- /əυə/ prefix ovum or embryo
oocyesis /əυəsa i ss/ noun a pregnancy
which develops in the ovary (NOTE: The plural
onychauxis





onychia



onycho-

onychogryphosis





onycholysis





onychomadesis





onychomycosis





onychosis





o’nyong-nyong fever



oo-

oocyesis





is oocyeses.)
oocyte / əυəsat/ noun a cell which forms
oocyte



from an oogonium and becomes an ovum by
meiosis
oocyte donation /əυəsat dəυ neʃ(ə)n/
noun the transfer of oocytes from one woman
oocyte donation





to another who cannot produce her own, so
that she can have a baby. The oocytes are removed in a laparoscopy and fertilised in vitro.
oogenesis /əυə denəss/ noun the formation and development of ova
oogenesis





COMMENT: In oogenesis, an oogonium produces an oocyte, which develops through several
stages to produce a mature ovum. Polar bodies are also formed which do not develop into
ova.
oogenetic /əυədə netk/ adjective referoogenetic





ring to oogenesis
oogonium /əυə &əυniəm / noun a cell produced at the beginning of the development of
an ovum (NOTE: The plural is oogonia.)
oophor- /əυəfəυr/ prefix same as oophorooogonium





oophor-

(used before vowels)

oophoralgia /əυəfə rldə/ noun pain in
the ovaries
oophore / əυəfɔ / noun same as ovary
oophorectomy /əυəfə rektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove an ovary. Also
called ovariectomy (NOTE: The plural is
oophoralgia





oophore



oophorectomy





oophorectomies.)
oophoritis /əυəfə rats/ noun inflammaoophoritis





tion in an ovary, which can be caused by
mumps. Also called ovaritis
oophoro- /əυɒfərəυ/ prefix ovary
oophorocystectomy
/əυɒfərəυs
stektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove an ovarian cyst (NOTE: The plural is
oophoro-

oophorocystectomy





oophorocystectomies.)
oophorocystosis
/əυɒfərəυs stəυss/
noun the development of one or more ovarian
oophorocystosis





cysts
oophoroma /əυəfə rəυmə/ noun a rare
ovarian tumour, occurring in middle age (NOTE:
oophoroma





The plural is oophoromas or oophoromata.)
oophoron /əυ ɒfərɒn/ noun same as ovary
(technical ) (NOTE: The plural is oophora.)
oophoropexy /əυ ɒfərəpeksi/ noun a surgical operation to attach an ovary (NOTE: The plural is oophoropexies.)
oophorosalpingectomy /əυɒfərəslpn
dektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to reoophoron



oophoropexy



oophorosalpingectomy







move an ovary and the Fallopian tube attached
to it (NOTE: The plural is oophorosalpingecto-

mies.)
ooze /u z/ verb 1. (of pus, blood or other liquid )
to flow slowly 2. to leak a substance such as
pus or blood (NOTE: oozing – oozed)
op /ɒp/ noun an operation (informal )
OP abbr outpatient
opacification /əυpsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun the
ooze

op

OP

opacification



fact of becoming opaque, as the lens does in a
case of cataract
opacity /əυ psti/ noun 1. the fact of not allowing light to pass through 2. an area in the
eye which is not clear (NOTE: The plural is
opacity



opacities.)

opaque /əυ pek/ adjective not allowing light
to pass through. Opposite transparent
opaque
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open / əυpən/ adjective not closed
open-angle glaucoma /əυpən ŋ&(ə)l
&lɔ kəυmə/ noun an unusually high pressure
of fluid inside the eyeball caused by a blockage in the channel through which the aqueous
humour drains. Also called chronic glaucoma
open fracture /əυpən frktʃə/ noun same
as compound fracture
open-heart
surgery /əυpən
hɑ t
s! dəri/ noun surgery to repair part of the
heart or one of the coronary arteries performed
while the heart has been bypassed and the
blood is circulated by a pump
opening / əυp(ə)nŋ/ noun a place where
something opens
open visiting /əυpən vztŋ/ noun an arrangement in a hospital by which visitors can
enter the wards at any time
operable / ɒp(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adjective referring
to a condition which can be treated by a surgical operation 쑗 The cancer is still operable.
operant conditioning / ɒpərənt kən
dʃ(ə)nŋ/ noun a form of learning which
takes place when a piece of spontaneous behaviour is either reinforced by a reward or discouraged by punishment
operate / ɒpəret/ verb 1. to function or
work, or to make something function or work
2. to treat a person for a condition by cutting
open the body and removing a part which is
diseased or repairing a part which is not functioning correctly 쑗 The patient was operated
on yesterday. 쑗 The surgeons decided to operate as the only way of saving the baby’s life.
open



open-angle glaucoma





open fracture



open-heart surgery



opening



open visiting



operable



operant conditioning





operate



(NOTE: operating – operated)
operating department noun a hospital deoperating department

partment specialising in surgical operations
operating department assistant /ɒpəre*
tŋ dpɑ tmənt ə sstənt/ noun a person who
works in an operating department. Abbr ODA
operating
microscope
/ ɒpəretŋ
makrəskəυp/ noun a special microscope
with two eyepieces and a light, used in very
delicate surgery
operating room US same as operating theatre. Abbr OR
operating table / ɒpəretŋ teb(ə)l/ noun
a special table on which the patient is placed to
undergo a surgical operation
operating theatre / ɒpəretŋ θətə/ noun
a special room in a hospital, where surgical operations are carried out (NOTE: The US term is
operating department assistant







operating microscope



operating room

operating table



operating theatre



operating room.)

operation /ɒpə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the way in
which something operates 2. a surgical procedure carried out to repair or remove a damaged
body part 쑗 She’s had an operation on her
foot. 쑗 The operation to remove the cataract
was successful. 쑗 A team of surgeons performed the operation. 쑗 Heart operations are
always difficult. (NOTE: A surgeon performs or
operation





ophthalmotomy

carries out an operation on a patient.) 3. the

way in which a drug acts
operative / ɒp(ə)rətv/ adjective taking
place during a surgical operation. 쒁 peroperaoperative



tive, postoperative, preoperative
operator / ɒpəretə/ noun 1. someone whose
operator



job is to operate a machine or piece of equipment 2. a surgeon who operates on people
operculum /ə p! kjυləm/ noun 1. a part of
the cerebral hemisphere which overlaps the insula 2. a plug of mucus which can block the
cervical canal during pregnancy (NOTE: The
operculum



plural is opercula or operculums.)
ophth- /ɒfθ, ɒpθ/ prefix eye
ophthalm- /ɒfθlm, ɒpθlm/ prefix same as
ophthalmo- (used before vowels)
ophthalmectomy /ɒfθl mektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove an eye (NOTE: The
plural is ophthalmectomies.)
ophthalmia /ɒf θlmiə/ noun inflammation
ophth-

ophthalm-

ophthalmectomy





ophthalmia



of the eye
ophthalmia neonatorum /ɒfθlmiə
ni əυne tɔ rəm/ noun conjunctivitis of a
newborn baby, beginning 21 days after birth,
caused by infection in the birth canal
ophthalmic /ɒf θlmk/ adjective referring
to the eye
ophthalmic nerve /ɒf θlmk n! v/ noun a
branch of the trigeminal nerve, supplying the
eyeball, the upper eyelid, the brow and one
side of the scalp
ophthalmic optician /ɒfθlmk ɒp
tʃ(ə)n/, ophthalmic practitioner noun same
as optician
ophthalmic
surgeon
/ɒfθlmk
s! dən/ noun a surgeon who specialises in
surgery to treat eye disorders
ophthalmitis /ɒfθl mats/ noun inflammation of the eye
ophthalmo- /ɒfθlməυ, ɒpθlməυ/ prefix
eye or eyeball
ophthalmological /ɒfθlmə lɒdk(ə)l/
adjective referring to ophthalmology
ophthalmologist /ɒfθl mɒlədst/ noun
a doctor who specialises in the study of the eye
and its diseases. Also called eye specialist
ophthalmology /ɒfθl mɒlədi/ noun the
study of the eye and its diseases
ophthalmoplegia /ɒfθlmə pli də/ noun
paralysis of the muscles of the eye
ophthalmoscope /ɒf θlməskəυp/ noun
an instrument containing a bright light and
small lenses, used by a doctor to examine the
inside of an eye
ophthalmoscopy /ɒfθl mɒskəpi/ noun
an examination of the inside of an eye using an
ophthalmoscope (NOTE: The plural is ophthalophthalmia neonatorum





ophthalmic



ophthalmic nerve



ophthalmic optician





ophthalmic surgeon



ophthalmitis





ophthalmo-

ophthalmological





ophthalmologist





ophthalmology





ophthalmoplegia





ophthalmoscope



ophthalmoscopy





moscopies.)

ophthalmotomy /ɒfθl mɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make a cut in the eyeball
ophthalmotomy





(NOTE: The plural is ophthalmotomies.)
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ophthalmotonometer
/ɒfθlmətə
nɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures
pressure inside the eye
-opia /əυpiə/ suffix eye condition
opiate / əυpiət/ noun a sedative which is prepared from opium, e.g. morphine or codeine
opinion /ə pnjən/ noun what a person thinks
about something 쑗 What’s the surgeon’s opinion of the case? 쑗 The doctor asked the consultant for his opinion as to the best method of
treatment.
opioid / əυpiɔd/ adjective based on opium 쑗
Codeine is an opioid analgesic.
opistho- /ɒpsθəυ/ prefix backbone
opisthotonos /ɒps θɒtənəs/ noun a spasm
of the body in which the spine is arched backwards, occurring, e.g., in people with tetanus
opium / əυpiəm/ noun a substance made
from poppies which is used in the preparation
of codeine and heroin
opponens /ə pəυnənz/ noun one of a group
of muscles which control the movements of
the fingers, especially one which allows the
thumb and little finger to come together
opportunist /ɒpə tju nst/, opportunistic /
ɒpətju nstk/ adjective referring to a parasite or microorganism which takes advantage
of the host’s weakened state to cause infection
opposition /ɒpə zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. hostility
towards something 2. a movement of the hand
muscles in which the tip of the thumb is made
to touch the tip of another finger so as to hold
something
opsonic index /ɒpsɒnk ndeks/ noun a
number which gives the strength of a person’s
serum reaction to bacteria
opsonin / ɒpsənn/ noun a substance, usually an antibody, in blood which sticks to the surface of bacteria and helps to destroy them
optic / ɒptk/ adjective referring to the eye or
to sight
optical / ɒptk(ə)l/ adjective 1. same as optic
2. relating to the visible light spectrum
optical fibre /ɒptk(ə)l fabə/ noun an artificial fibre which can carry light or images
optical illusion /ɒptk(ə)l  lu (ə)n/ noun
something which is seen wrongly so that it appears to be something else
optic chiasma /ɒptk ka zmə/ noun a
structure where some of the optic nerves from
each eye partially cross each other in the hypothalamus
optic disc / ɒptk dsk/ noun the point on the
retina where the optic nerve starts. Also called
ophthalmotonometer





-opia

opiate



opinion



opioid



opistho-

opisthotonos





opium



opponens



opportunist









opposition





opsonic index



opsonin



optic



optical



optical fibre



optical illusion





optic chiasma





optic disc



optic papilla

optic fundus /ɒptk f"ndəs/ noun the back
part of the inside of the eye, opposite the lens
optician /ɒp tʃ(ə)n/ noun a qualified person
who specialises in making glasses and in testing eyes and prescribing lenses. Also called
optic fundus



optician



ophthalmic optician (NOTE: In US English, an

optician is a technician who makes lenses and
fits glasses, but cannot test patient’s eyesight.)
COMMENT: In the UK qualified opticians must
be registered by the General Optical Council
before they can practise.
optic nerve / ɒptk n! v/ noun the second
optic nerve



cranial nerve which transmits the sensation of
sight from the eye to the brain. See illustration
at EYE in Supplement
optic neuritis /ɒptk njυ rats/ noun same
as retrobulbar neuritis
optic papilla /ɒptk pə plə/ noun same as
optic neuritis





optic papilla





optic disc

optic radiation /ɒptk redi eʃ(ə)n/ noun
a nerve tract which takes the optic impulses
from the optic tract to the visual cortex
optics / ɒptks/ noun the study of the visible
light spectrum and sight
optic tract /ɒptk trkt/ noun a nerve tract
which takes the optic nerve from the optic chiasma to the optic radiation
opto- /ɒptəυ/ prefix sight
optometer /ɒp tɒmtə/ noun same as refracoptic radiation





optics



optic tract



opto-

optometer



tometer

optometrist /ɒp tɒmətrst/ noun mainly US
a person who specialises in testing eyes and
prescribing lenses
optometry /ɒp tɒmətri/ noun the testing of
eyes and prescribing of lenses to correct sight
-oquine /əkwn/ suffix antimalarial drug 쑗
chloroquine
OR abbr US operating room
ora / ɔ rə/ plural noun plural of os noun 2
oral / ɔ rəl/ adjective 1. referring to the mouth
2. referring to medication that is swallowed 쑗
an oral contraceptive Compare enteral,
optometrist



optometry



-oquine

OR

ora



oral



parenteral

oral cavity /ɔ rəl kvti/ noun the mouth
oral contraceptive /ɔ rəl kɒntrə septv/
noun a contraceptive pill which is swallowed
oral hygiene /ɔ rəl hadi n/ noun the
practice of keeping the mouth clean by gargling and mouthwashes
orally / ɔ rəli/ adverb by swallowing 쑗 not to
be taken orally
oral medication /ɔ rəl med keʃ(ə)n/
noun medication which is taken by swallowing
oral rehydration solution /ɔ rəl ri ha
dreʃ(ə)n səlu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a liquid given as
a drink to correct the water, mineral and nutritional deficiencies in a person who is affected
by dehydration
oral rehydration therapy /ɔ rəl ri ha
dreʃ(ə)n θerəpi/ noun the administration of
a simple glucose and electrolyte solution to
treat acute diarrhoea, particularly in children,
which has greatly reduced the number of
deaths from dehydration. Abbr ORT
oral thermometer /ɔ rəl θə mɒmtə/ noun
a thermometer which is put into the mouth to
take someone’s temperature
oral cavity



oral contraceptive





oral hygiene



orally



oral medication





oral rehydration solution







oral rehydration therapy



oral thermometer
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orbicularis /ɔ bkjυ leərs/ noun a circular
muscle in the face
orbicularis oculi /ɔ bkjυleərs ɒkjυla/
noun a muscle which opens and closes the eye
orbicularis oris /ɔ bkjυ leərs ɔ rs/
noun a muscle which closes the lips tight
orbit / ɔ bt/ noun the hollow bony depression
in the front of the skull in which each eye and
lacrimal gland are situated. Also called eye
orbicularis





orbicularis oculi





orbicularis oris





orbit



socket

orbital / ɔ bt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
orbit
orchi- /ɔ k/ prefix testis
orchidalgia /ɔ k dldə/ noun a neuralgictype pain in a testis
orchidectomy /ɔ k dektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a testis (NOTE: The pluorbital



orchi-

orchidalgia





orchidectomy





ral is orchidectomies.)
orchidopexy / ɔ kdəυpeksi/ noun a surgiorchidopexy





cal operation to place an undescended testis in
the scrotum. Also called orchiopexy (NOTE:
The plural is orchidopexies.)
orchidotomy /ɔ k dɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make a cut into a testis (NOTE: The
plural is orchidotomies.)
orchiepididymitis /ɔ kiepdd mats/
noun a condition in which a testicle and its
orchidotomy





orchiepididymitis







epididymis become swollen
orchiopexy / ɔ kiəυpeksi/ noun same as ororchiopexy





chidopexy (NOTE: The plural is orchiopexies.)
orchis / ɔ ks/ noun a testis
orchitis /ɔ kats/ noun inflammation of the
orchis



orchitis



testes, characterised by hypertrophy, pain and
a sensation of weight
orderly / ɔ dəli/ noun a person who does general work in a hospital (NOTE: The plural is ororderly



derlies.)

Orem’s model / ɔ rəmz mɒd(ə)l/ noun a
modern model for nursing which focuses on a
person’s ability to perform self-care, defined
as activities which individuals initiate and perform on their own behalf to maintain life,
health and well-being
organ / ɔ &ən/ noun a part of the body which
is distinct from other parts and has a particular
function, e.g. the liver, an eye or ovaries
organic /ɔ &nk/ adjective 1. referring to
organs in the body 2. coming from an animal,
plant or other organism 3. referring to food
which has been cultivated naturally, without
certain fertilisers or pesticides
organically /ɔ &nkli/ adverb in a natural
or apparently natural way
organic disease /ɔ &nk d zi z/, organic disorder /ɔ &nk ds ɔ də/ noun a disease
or disorder associated with physical changes
in one or more organs of the body
organisation /ɔ &əna zeʃ(ə)n/, organization noun 1. a group of people set up for a particular purpose 2. the planning or arranging of
something 쑗 the organisation of the rota 3. the
Orem’s model



organ



organic



organically



organic disease









organisation





orthodontia

way in which the component parts of something are arranged
organism / ɔ &ənz(ə)m/ noun any single
plant, animal, bacterium, fungus or other living thing
organo- /ɔ &ənəυ, ɔ &nəυ/ prefix organ
organ of Corti /ɔ &ən əv kɔ ti/ noun a
membrane in the cochlea which takes sounds
and converts them into impulses sent to the
brain along the auditory nerve. Also called spiorganism



organo-

organ of Corti



ral organ [Described 1851. After Marquis Alfonso Corti (1822–88), Italian anatomist and histologist.]
organotherapy /ɔ &ənəυ θerəpi/ noun the
organotherapy





treatment of a disease by using an extract from
the organ of an animal, e.g. using liver extract
to treat anaemia
organ transplant / ɔ &ən trnsplɑ nt/
noun a surgical operation to transplant an organ from one person to another
orgasm / ɔ &z(ə)m/ noun the climax of the
sexual act, when a person experiences a moment of great excitement
oriental sore /ɔ rient(ə)l sɔ / noun a skin
disease of tropical countries caused by the parasite Leishmania. 쒁 leishmaniasis
orifice / ɒrfs/ noun an opening in the body,
e.g. the mouth or anus
origin / ɒrdn/ noun 1. the source or beginning of something 2. a place where a muscle is
attached, or where the branch of a nerve or
blood vessel begins
original /ə rdən(ə)l/ adjective as before a
change was made 쑗 The surgeon was able to
move the organ back to its original position.
originate /ə rdnet/ verb to start in a
place, or make something start 쑗 drugs which
originated in the tropics 쑗 The treatment originated in China. (NOTE: originating – originatorgan transplant



orgasm



oriental sore



orifice



origin



original



originate



ed)

oris / ɔ rs/ 쏡 cancrum oris, orbicularis oris
ornithine / ɔ nθan/ noun an amino acid
produced by the liver
ornithosis /ɔ n θəυss/ noun a disease of
birds which can be passed to humans as a form
of pneumonia
oro- /ɔ rəυ/ prefix mouth
orogenital /ɔ rəυ dent(ə)l/ adjective relating to both the mouth and the genitals
oropharynx /ɔ rəυ frŋks/ noun a part of
the pharynx below the soft palate at the back of
the mouth (NOTE: The plural is oropharynxes or
oris



ornithine



ornithosis





oro-

orogenital





oropharynx





oropharynges.)

ORT abbr oral rehydration therapy
ortho- /ɔ θəυ/ prefix correct or straight
orthodiagraph /ɔ θəυ daə&rɑ f/ noun an
X-ray photograph of an organ taken using only
a thin stream of X-rays which allows accurate
measurements of the organ to be made
orthodontia /ɔ θə dɒnʃə/ noun US same as
ORT

ortho-

orthodiagraph





orthodontia



orthodontics
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orthodontic /ɔ θəυ dɒntk/ adjective correcting badly formed or placed teeth 쑗 He had
to undergo a course of orthodontic treatment.
orthodontics /ɔ θəυ dɒntks/ noun a
branch of dentistry which deals with correcting badly placed teeth (NOTE: The US term is
orthodontic





orthodontics





orthodontia.)



orthotist



Ortolani’s sign



orthodontist /ɔ θəυ dɒntst/ noun a dental
surgeon who specialises in correcting badly
placed teeth
orthopaedic /ɔ θə pi dk/ adjective 1. referring to treatment which corrects badly formed
bones or joints 2. referring to or used in orthopaedics (NOTE: The US spelling is orthopedic.)
orthopaedic collar /ɔ θəpi dk kɒlə/
noun a special strong collar to support the head
of a person with neck injuries or a condition
such as cervical spondylosis
orthopaedic hospital /ɔ θəpi dk hɒs
pt(ə)l/ noun a hospital which specialises in
operations to correct badly formed joints or
bones
orthopaedics /ɔ θə pi dks/ noun a branch
of surgery dealing with irregularities, diseases
and injuries of the locomotor system (NOTE:
orthodontist





orthopaedic





orthopaedic collar





orthopaedic hospital



orthopaedics





The US spelling is orthopedics.)

orthopaedic
surgeon
/ɔ θəpi dk
s! dən/ noun a surgeon who specialises in
orthopaedics
orthopaedist /ɔ θə pi dst/ noun a surgeon
who specialises in orthopaedics (NOTE: The US
orthopaedic surgeon



orthopaedist





spelling is orthopedist.)
orthopnoea /ɔ θəp ni ə/ noun a condition
orthopnoea





in which a person has great difficulty in
breathing while lying down. 쒁 dyspnoea

(NOTE: The US spelling is orthopnea.)
orthopnoeic /ɔ θəp ni k/ adjective referring to orthopnoea (NOTE: The US spelling is orthopneic.)
orthopsychiatry /ɔ θəυsa kaətri/ noun
orthopnoeic





orthopsychiatry





the science and treatment of behavioural and
personality disorders
orthoptics /ɔ θɒptks/ noun the study of
methods used to treat squints
orthoptist /ɔ θɒptst/ noun an eye specialist, working in an eye hospital, who treats
squints and other disorders of eye movement
orthoptoscope /ɔ θɒptəskəυp/ noun same
as amblyoscope
orthosis /ɔ θəυss/ noun a device which is
fitted to the outside of the body to support a
weakness or correct a malformation, e.g. a surgical collar or leg brace (NOTE: The plural is ororthoptics



orthoptist



orthoptoscope



orthosis















Ortolani, Italian orthopaedic surgeon.]

os /ɒs/ noun (technical ) 1. a bone (NOTE: The
plural is ossa.) 2. the mouth (NOTE: The plural is
os

ora.)

OSA abbr obstructive sleep apnoea
oscillation /ɒs leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the action
of moving backwards and forwards between
two points at a regular speed 2. a single movement between two points
oscilloscope /ɒ sləskəυp/ noun a device
which produces a visual record of an electrical
current on a screen using a cathode ray tube. It
is used in the testing of electronic equipment
and in measuring electrical impulses of the
heart or the brain.
osculum / ɒskjυləm/ noun a small opening
or pore (NOTE: The plural is oscula.)
-osis /əυss/ suffix disease
Osler’s nodes / ɒsləz nəυdz/ plural noun
tender swellings at the ends of fingers and toes
in people who have subacute bacterial endocarditis [Described 1885. After Sir William Osler
OSA

oscillation





oscilloscope



osculum



-osis

Osler’s nodes



(1849–1919), Professor of Medicine in Montreal,
Philadelphia, Baltimore and then Oxford.]
osm- /ɒzm/ prefix 1. smell 2. osmosis
osmoreceptor /ɒzməυr septə/ noun a cell
osm-

osmoreceptor





in the hypothalamus which checks the level of
osmotic pressure in the blood by altering the
secretion of ADH and regulates the amount of
water in the blood
osmosis /ɒz məυss/ noun the movement of
a solvent from one part of the body through a
semipermeable membrane to another part
where there is a higher concentration of molecules
osmotic pressure /ɒzmɒtk preʃə/ noun
the pressure required to stop the flow of a solvent through a membrane
ossa / ɒsə/ plural of os noun 1
osseous / ɒsiəs/ adjective referring to or resembling bone
osseous labyrinth /ɒsiəs lbərnθ/ noun
same as bony labyrinth
ossicle / ɒsk(ə)l/ noun a small bone
osmosis



osmotic pressure



ossa



osseous



osseous labyrinth

thoses.)



orthostatic /ɔ θə sttk/ adjective referring
to the position of the body when standing up
straight
orthostatic hypotension /ɔ θəsttk
hapəυ tenʃən/ noun a common condition
where the blood pressure drops when a person
stands up suddenly, causing dizziness
orthostatic





orthostatic hypotension





orthotics /ɔ θɒtks/ plural noun the branch
of medical engineering which deals with the
design and fitting of devices such as braces in
the treatment of orthopaedic disorders
orthotist / ɔ θətst/ noun a qualified person
who fits orthoses
Ortolani’s sign /ɔ tə lɑ niz san/, Ortolani
manoeuvre / ɔ tə lɑ ni mə nu və/, Ortolani’s
test /ɔ tə lɑ niz test/ noun a test for congenital dislocation of the hip in babies aged 6–12,
in which the hip makes sharp sounds if the
joint is rotated [Described 1937. After Marius
orthotics

ossicle



COMMENT:

The auditory ossicles pick up the
vibrations from the eardrum and transmit
them through the oval window to the cochlea
in the inner ear. The three bones are articulated together; the stapes is attached to the
membrane of the oval window, the malleus to
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the eardrum, and the incus lies between the
other two.
ossification /ɒsf keʃ(ə)n/ noun the formation of bone. Also called osteogenesis
ossium / ɒsiəm/ 쏡 fragilitas ossium
ost- /ɒst/ prefix same as osteo- (used before
vowels)
ostectomy /ɒ stektəmi/ noun a surgical opossification





ossium



ost-

ostectomy



eration in which a bone, or a piece of bone, is
removed (NOTE: The plural is ostectomies.)
osteitis /ɒsti ats/ noun inflammation of a
bone due to injury or infection
osteitis
deformans /ɒstiats di
fɔ mənz/ noun a disease which gradually softens bones in the spine, legs and skull, so that
they become curved. Also called Paget’s disosteitis





osteitis deformans







ease

osteoplasty

fracture or refracture bone to correct a deformity
osteoclast / ɒstiəυklst/ noun 1. a cell
which destroys bone 2. a surgical instrument
for breaking bones
osteoclastoma /ɒstiəυkl stəυmə/ noun
a usually benign tumour occurring at the ends
of long bones (NOTE: The plural is osteoclastoosteoclast



osteoclastoma





mas or osteoclastomata.)
osteocyte / ɒstiəυsat/ noun a bone cell
osteodystrophia /ɒstiəυd strəυfiə/, osteodystrophy / ɒstiəυ dstrəfi/ noun a bone
osteocyte



osteodystrophia









disease, especially one caused by disorder of
the metabolism
osteogenesis /ɒstiəυ denəss/ noun
same as ossification
osteogenesis
imperfecta
/ ɒstiəυ
denəss mpə fektə/ noun a congenital
condition in which bones are brittle and break
easily due to unusual bone formation. Also
called brittle bone disease
osteogenic /ɒstiəυ denk/ adjective made
of or originating in bone tissue
osteology /ɒsti ɒlədi/ noun the study of
bones and their structure
osteolysis /ɒsti ɒləss/ noun 1. destruction
of bone tissue by osteoclasts 2. loss of bone
calcium
osteolytic /ɒstiəυ ltk/ adjective referring
to osteolysis
osteoma /ɒsti əυmə/ noun a benign tumour
in a bone (NOTE: The plural is osteomas or ososteogenesis





osteogenesis imperfecta



osteitis fibrosis cystica /ɒstiats fa
brəυss sstkə/ noun a generalised weakness of bones, caused by excessive activity of
the thyroid gland and associated with formation of cysts, in which bone tissue is replaced
by fibrous tissue. Also called von Recklingosteitis fibrosis cystica





hausen’s disease (NOTE: The localised form is
osteitis fibrosis localista.)
osteo- /ɒstiəυ/ prefix bone
osteoarthritis /ɒstiəυɑ θrats/ noun a deosteo-

osteoarthritis





generative disease of middle-aged and elderly
people characterised by inflamed joints which
become stiff and painful. Also called osteoarthrosis

osteogenic





osteology





osteolysis





osteolytic





osteoma

osteoarthropathy
/ɒstiəυɑ θrɒpəθi/
noun a disease of the bone and cartilage at a
joint, particularly the ankles, knees or wrists,
associated with carcinoma of the bronchi
osteoarthrosis /ɒstiəυɑ θrəυss/ noun
same as osteoarthritis
osteoarthrotomy /ɒstiəυɑ θrɒtəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to remove the articular end
of a bone (NOTE: The plural is osteoarthrotoosteoarthropathy





osteoarthrosis





osteoarthrotomy





mies.)





teomata.)

osteomalacia /ɒstiəυmə leʃə/ noun a condition in adults in which the bones become soft
because of lack of calcium and Vitamin D, or
limited exposure to sunlight
osteomyelitis /ɒstiəυmaə lats/ noun inflammation of the interior of bone, especially
the marrow spaces
osteon / ɒstiɒn/ noun same as Haversian
osteomalacia





osteomyelitis





osteon



osteoblast / ɒstiəυblst/ noun a cell in an
embryo which forms bone
osteochondritis /ɒstiəυkən drats/ noun
degeneration of the epiphyses
osteochondritis dissecans /ɒstiəυkɒn
drats dsəknz/ noun a painful condition
where pieces of articular cartilage become detached from the joint surface
osteochondroma
/ɒstiəυkən drəυmə/
noun a tumour containing both bony and cartilaginous cells (NOTE: The plural is osteochonosteoblast



osteochondritis





osteochondritis dissecans





osteochondroma





dromas or osteochondromata.)
osteochondrosis
/ɒstiəυkɒn drəυss/
noun a disorder of cartilage and bone formaosteochondrosis





tion which affects the joints in children, causing pain and a limp, probably due to circulation disturbances to that part of the bone
osteoclasia /ɒstiəυ kleziə/, osteoclasis /
ɒsti ɒkləss/ noun 1. destruction of bone tissue by osteoclasts 2. a surgical operation to
osteoclasia













system

osteopath / ɒstiəυpθ/ noun a person who
practises osteopathy
osteopathy /ɒsti ɒpəθi/ noun 1. the treatment of disorders by massage and manipulation of joints 2. any disease of bone (NOTE: The
osteopath





osteopathy





plural is osteopathies.)
osteopetrosis /ɒstiəυpə trəυss/ noun a
osteopetrosis





disease of a group in which bones increase in
density. Also called marble bone disease
osteophony /ɒsti ɒfəni/ noun the conduction of sound by bone, as occurs in the ear.
Also called bone conduction
osteophyte / ɒstiəυfat/ noun a bony
growth
osteoplastic necrotomy /ɒstiəυplstk
nek rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a piece of dead bone tissue
osteoplasty / ɒstiəυplsti/ noun plastic
surgery on bones
osteophony





osteophyte



osteoplastic necrotomy





osteoplasty
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osteoporosis /ɒstiəυpɔ rəυss/ noun a
condition in which the bones become thin, porous and brittle, due to low levels of oestrogen,
lack of calcium and lack of physical exercise.
Also called brittle bone disease
osteoporosis





COMMENT:

Osteoporosis mainly affects postmenopausal women, increasing the risk of
fractures. Hormone replacement therapy is
the most effective method of preventing osteoporosis though there are other risks to health
from long-term use.
osteosarcoma /ɔ stiəυsɑ kəυmə/ noun a
malignant tumour of bone cells (NOTE: The plural is osteosarcomas or osteosarcomata.)
osteosclerosis /ɒstiəυsklə rəυss/ noun a
osteosarcoma





osteosclerosis





condition in which the bony spaces become
hardened as a result of persistent inflammation
osteotome / ɒstiəυtəυm/ noun a type of
chisel used by surgeons to cut bone
osteotomy /ɒsti ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut a bone, especially to relieve pain
in a joint (NOTE: The plural is osteotomies.)
ostia / ɒstiə/ plural of ostium
ostium / ɒstiəm/ noun an opening into a passage (NOTE: The plural is ostia.)
ostomy / ɒstəmi/ noun a colostomy or ileostomy (informal ) (NOTE: The plural is ostomies.)
-ostomy /ɒstəmi/ suffix operation to make an
opening
OT abbr occupational therapist
ot- /əυt/ prefix same as oto- (used before vowosteotome



osteotomy





ostia



ostium



ostomy



-ostomy

OT

ot-

els)

otalgia /əυ tldə/ noun same as earache
OTC abbreviation referring to medication
which can be bought freely at a chemist’s
shop, and does not need a prescription. Full
form over the counter
OTC drug /əυ ti si dr"&/ noun same as
otalgia



OTC

OTC drug



over-the-counter drug
otic / əυtk/ adjective referring to the ear
otic ganglion /əυtk &ŋ&liən/ noun a
otic



otic ganglion



ganglion associated with the mandibular nerve
where it leaves the skull
otitis /əυ tats/ noun inflammation of the ear
otitis externa /əυtats k st! nə/ noun inflammation of the external auditory meatus to
the eardrum
otitis interna /əυtats n t! nə/ noun inflammation of the inner ear. Also called labyotitis



otitis externa





otitis interna





rinthitis

otitis media /əυtats mi diə/ noun an infection of the middle ear, usually accompanied
by headaches and fever. Also called middle
otitis media



ear infection, tympanitis

oto- /əυtəυ/ prefix ear
otolaryngologist /əυtəυlrŋ &ɒlədst/
noun a doctor who specialises in treatment of
diseases of the ear and throat
otolaryngology
/əυtəυlrŋ &ɒlədi/
noun the study of diseases of the ear and throat
oto-

otolaryngologist





otolaryngology





otolith / əυtəlθ/ noun a tiny piece of calcium
carbonate attached to the hair cells in the saccule and utricle of the inner ear
otolith organ /əυtəlθ ɔ &ən/ noun one of
two pairs of sensory organs in the inner ear, the
saccule and the utricle, which pass information
to the brain about the position of the head
otologist /əυ tɒlədst/ noun a doctor who
specialises in the study of the ear
otology /əυ tɒlədi/ noun the scientific study
of the ear and its diseases
-otomy /ɒtəmi/ suffix an act of cutting into an
organ or part of the body in a surgical operation
otomycosis /əυtəma kəυss/ noun an infection of the external auditory meatus by a
fungus
otoplasty / əυtəplsti/ noun plastic surgery
of the external ear to repair damage or deformity
otorhinolaryngologist
/əυtəυranəυ
lrŋ &ɒlədst/ noun a doctor who specialises in the study of the ear, nose and throat
otorhinolaryngology
/əυtəυranəυ
lrŋ &ɒlədi/ noun the study of the ear, nose
and throat. Also called ENT
otorrhagia /əυtə redə/ noun bleeding
from the external ear
otorrhoea /əυtə ri ə/ noun the discharge of
pus from the ear (NOTE: The US spelling is otorotolith



otolith organ



otologist



otology



-otomy

otomycosis





otoplasty



otorhinolaryngologist















otorhinolaryngology



otorrhagia





otorrhoea





rhea.)

otosclerosis /əυtəυsklə rəυss/ noun a
condition in which the ossicles in the middle
ear become thicker and the stapes becomes
fixed to the oval window leading to deafness
otoscope / əυtəskəυp/ noun same as auriotosclerosis





otoscope



scope

otospongiosis /əυtəsp"ndi əυss/ noun
the formation of spongy bone in the labyrinth
of the ear which occurs in otosclerosis
Otosporin / əυtəspɒrn/ a trade name for
ear drops containing hydrocortisone, neomycin and polymyxin
ototoxic /əυtə tɒksk/ adjective referring to
a drug or an effect which is damaging to organs or nerves involved in hearing or balance
outbreak / aυtbrek/ noun a series of cases
of a disease which starts suddenly 쑗 There was
an outbreak of typhoid fever or a typhoid outbreak.
outcome / aυtk"m/ noun 1. what happens as
the result of something 2. a measure of the result of an intervention or treatment, e.g. the
mortality rate following different methods of
surgery 쑗 medical outcomes
outer / aυtə/ adjective outside or external
outer ear /aυtər ə/ noun the part of the ear
which is on the outside of the head, together
with the passage leading to the eardrum. Also
called external ear
otospongiosis



Otosporin



ototoxic





outbreak



outcome



outer



outer ear
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outer pleura /aυtə plυərə/ noun same as
outer pleura



parietal pleura
outlet / aυtlet/ noun an opening or channel
outlet



through which something can go out
out-of-body experience /aυt əv bɒdi k
spəriəns/ noun an occasion when a person
feels as though they have left their body and,
often, travelled along a tunnel towards a bright
light (NOTE: It may happen after anaesthesia,
out-of-body experience





perhaps caused by the brain not having enough
oxygen.)
outpatient / aυtpeʃ(ə)nt/ noun someone
outpatient



who comes to a hospital for treatment but does
not stay overnight 쑗 She goes for treatment as
an outpatient. Abbr OP. Compare inpatient
outpatient department / aυtpeʃ(ə)nt d
pɑ tmənt/, outpatients’ department / aυt
peʃ(ə)nts dpɑ tmənt/, outpatients’ clinic /
aυtpeʃ(ə)nts klnk/ noun a department of
a hospital which deals with outpatients
outreach / aυtri tʃ/ noun services provided
for patients or the public in general, outside a
hospital or clinic
ova / əυvə/ plural of ovum
oval window / əυv(ə)l wndəυ/ noun an
oval opening between the middle ear and the
inner ear. Also called fenestra ovalis. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
ovar- /əυvər/ prefix same as ovari- (used beoutpatient department











outreach



ova



oval window



ovar-

fore vowels)

overproduction

called oophoron. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (FEMALE) in Supplement (NOTE: The
plural is ovaries. For other terms referring to
ovaries, see words beginning with oophor-,
oophoro-.)
over- /əυvə/ prefix too much
overbite / əυvəbat/ noun the usual formaover-

overbite



tion of the teeth, in which the top incisors
come down over and in front of the bottom incisors when the jaws are closed
overcome /əυvə k"m/ verb 1. to fight something and win 2. to make a person lose consciousness 쑗 Two people were overcome by
smoke in the fire. (NOTE: overcoming – overovercome





came – overcome)

overcompensate /əυvə kɒmpənset/ verb
to try too hard to cover the effects of a condition or quality (NOTE: overompensating –
overcompensate





overcompensated)

overcompensation
/əυvəkɒmpən
seʃ(ə)n/ noun an attempt by a person to remove the bad effects of a mistake or a fault in
their character in which they make too much
effort, and so cause some other problem
overdo /əυvə du / verb 왍 to overdo it or to
overdo things to work too hard or to do too
much exercise (informal ) 쑗 She overdid it,
working until 9 o’clock every evening. 쑗 He
has been overdoing things and has to rest.
overdose / əυvədəυs/ noun a dose of a drug
which is larger than the recommended or usual
dose
overeating /əυvər i tŋ/ noun eating too
much food
overexertion /əυvər& z! ʃ(ə)n/ noun doing too much physical work or taking too
much exercise
overflow incontinence /əυvəfləυ n kɒn
tnəns/ noun a leakage of urine because the
bladder is too full
overgrow /əυvə &rəυ/ verb (of a tissue) to
grow over another tissue (NOTE: overgrew –
overcompensation



overdo





overdose

ovaralgia /əυvə rldə/ noun pain in the
ovaries. Also called ovarialgia
ovari- /əυvəri/ prefix ovaries
ovarialgia /əυveəri ldə/ noun same as
ovaralgia





ovari-

ovarialgia





ovaralgia



overeating





overexertion

ovarian /əυ veəriən/ adjective referring to
the ovaries
ovarian cancer /əυveəriən knsə/ noun a
malignant tumour of the ovary, which occurs
especially after the menopause
ovarian cycle /əυveəriən sak(ə)l/ noun
the regular changes in the ovary during a woman’s reproductive life
ovarian cyst /əυveəriən sst/ noun a cyst
which develops in the ovaries
ovarian follicle /əυveəriən fɒlk(ə)l/ noun
a cell which contains an ovum. Also called
ovarian



ovarian cancer



ovarian cycle



ovarian cyst



ovarian follicle



Graafian follicle
ovariectomy /əυvəri ektəmi/ noun same as
oophorectomy (NOTE: The plural is ovariectomies.)
ovariocele /əυ veəriəυsi l/ noun a hernia of
ovariectomy





ovariocele



an ovary
ovariotomy /əυvəri ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove an ovary or a tumour in an
ovary (NOTE: The plural is ovariotomies.)
ovaritis /əυvə rats/ noun same as oophoriovariotomy





ovaritis









overflow incontinence





overgrow





overgrown)

overgrowth / əυvə&rəυθ/ noun a growth of
tissue over another tissue
overjet / əυvədet/ noun a space which separates the top incisors from the bottom incisors
when the jaws are closed
overlap /əυvə lp/ verb (of bandages, etc.)
to lie partly on top of another (NOTE: overlapovergrowth



overjet



overlap





ping – overlapped)

overprescribe /əυvəpr skrab/ verb to issue too many prescriptions for something 쑗
Some doctors seriously overprescribe tranquillisers. (NOTE: overprescribing – overpreoverprescribe



scribed)

overproduction /əυvəprə d"kʃən/ noun
the act of producing too much of something 쑗
The condition is caused by overproduction of
thyroxine by the thyroid gland.
overproduction

tis

ovary / əυv(ə)ri/ noun one of two organs in a
woman which produce ova or egg cells and secrete the female hormone oestrogen. Also
ovary
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oversew / əυvəsəυ/ verb to sew a patch of
tissue over a perforation (NOTE: oversewing –
oversew



oversewed – oversewn)

overt /əυ v! t/ adjective easily seen with the
naked eye. Opposite occult
over-the-counter drug /əυvə ðə kaυntə
dr"&/ noun a drug which you can buy from a
pharmacy without a doctor’s prescription.
Also called OTC drug
overweight /əυvə wet/ adjective fatter and
heavier than is medically advisable 쑗 He is
several kilos overweight for his age and
height.
overwork /əυvə w! k/ noun too much work
쑗 He collapsed from overwork. 쐽 verb to work
too much, or make something work too much
쑗 He has been overworking his heart.
overwrought /əυvə rɔ t/ adjective very
tense and nervous
ovi- /əυvi/ prefix eggs or ova
oviduct / əυvid"kt/ noun same as Fallopian
overt



over-the-counter drug



overweight





overwork





overwrought





ovi-

oviduct



tube

ovulate / ɒvjυlet/ verb to release a mature
ovum into a Fallopian tube (NOTE: ovulating –
ovulate



ovulated)

ovulation /ɒvjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the release
of an ovum from the mature ovarian follicle
into the Fallopian tube
ovum / əυvəm/ noun a female egg cell which,
when fertilised by a spermatozoon, begins to
develop into an embryo (NOTE: The plural is
ovulation





ovum



ova. For other terms referring to ova, see words
beginning with oo-.)
-oxacin /ɒksəsn/ suffix quinolone drug 쑗
-oxacin

ciprofloxacin
oxidase / ɒksdez/ noun an enzyme which
encourages oxidation by removing hydrogen.
oxidase



쒁 monoamine oxidase
oxidation /ɒks deʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of
oxidation





making oxides by combining with oxygen or
removing hydrogen
COMMENT:

Carbon compounds form oxides
when metabolised with oxygen in the body,
producing carbon dioxide.
oxide / ɒksad/ noun a compound formed
oxide



with oxygen
oximeter /ɒk smtə/ noun an instrument
which measures the amount of oxygen in
something, especially in blood
oxybutynin /ɒksi bju tənn/, oxybutinin
noun a drug which reduces the need to pass
urine
oxycephalic /ɒksikə flk/ adjective referring to oxycephaly
oxycephaly /ɒks kefəli/ noun a condition
in which the skull is shaped into a point, with
exophthalmos and poor sight. Also called turoximeter



oxybutynin





oxycephalic





oxycephaly





ricephaly
oxygen / ɒksdən/ noun a chemical element
oxygen



that is a common colourless gas which is

present in the air and essential to human life
(NOTE: The chemical symbol is O.)
COMMENT: Oxygen is absorbed into the bloodstream through the lungs and is carried to the
tissues along the arteries. It is essential to
healthy metabolism and given to patients with
breathing difficulties.
oxygenate / ɒksdənet/ verb to combine
blood with oxygen (NOTE: oxygenating – oxygenated)
oxygenated blood /ɒksdənetd bl"d/
noun blood which has received oxygen in the
oxygenate



oxygenated blood



lungs and is being carried to the tissues along
the arteries. Also called arterial blood. Compare deoxygenated blood (NOTE: Oxygenated
blood is brighter red than venous deoxygenated
blood.)
oxygenation /ɒksdə neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
oxygenation





fact of becoming combined or filled with oxygen 쑗 Blood is carried along the pulmonary
artery to the lungs for oxygenation.
oxygenator / ɒksdənetə/ noun a machine which puts oxygen into the blood, used
as an artificial lung in surgery
oxygen cylinder / ɒksdən slndə/ noun
a heavy metal tube which contains oxygen and
is connected to a patient’s oxygen mask
oxygen mask / ɒksdən mɑ sk/ noun a
mask connected to a supply of oxygen, which
can be put over the face to help someone with
breathing difficulties
oxygen tent / ɒksdən tent/ noun a type of
cover put over a person so that he or she can
breathe in oxygen
oxygen therapy / ɒksdən θerəpi/ noun
any treatment involving the administering of
oxygen, e.g. in an oxygen tent or in emergency
treatment for heart failure
oxyhaemoglobin
/ɒksihi mə &ləυbn/
noun a compound of haemoglobin and oxygen,
which is the way oxygen is carried in arterial
blood from the lungs to the tissues. 쒁 haemooxygenator





oxygen cylinder



oxygen mask



oxygen tent



oxygen therapy



oxyhaemoglobin







globin (NOTE: The US spelling is oxyhemoglobin.)
oxyntic /ɒk sntk/ adjective referring to
oxyntic



glands and cells in the stomach which produce
acid
oxyntic cell /ɒk sntk sel/ noun a cell in the
gastric gland which secretes hydrochloric acid. Also called parietal cell
oxytetracycline /ɒksitetrə sakli n/ noun
an antibiotic which is effective against a wide
range of organisms
oxytocic /ɒksi təυsk/ noun a drug which
helps to start the process of childbirth, or
speeds it up 쐽 adjective starting or speeding up
childbirth by causing contractions in the muscles of the uterus
oxytocin /ɒksi təυsn/ noun a hormone secreted by the posterior pituitary gland, which
controls the contractions of the uterus and encourages the flow of milk
oxyntic cell



oxytetracycline



oxytocic





oxytocin
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COMMENT: An

extract of oxytocin is used as an
injection to start contractions of the uterus and
to assist in the third stage of labour.
oxyuriasis /ɒksjυ raəss/ noun same as
enterobiasis
Oxyuris /ɒks jυərs/ noun same as Enterobius
ozaena /əυ zi nə/ noun 1. a disease of the
oxyuriasis





Oxyuris





ozaena



nose in which the nasal passage is blocked and
mucus forms, giving off an unpleasant smell 2.
any unpleasant discharge from the nose (NOTE:

The US spelling is ozena.)
ozone / əυzəυn/ noun a gas present in the atozone



mosphere in small quantities, which is harmful
at high levels of concentration

ozone sickness
COMMENT:

The maximum amount of ozone
which is considered safe for humans to
breathe is 80 parts per billion. Even in lower
concentrations it irritates the throat, makes
people cough and gives headaches and asthma attacks similar to hay fever. The ozone
layer in the stratosphere acts as a protection
against the harmful effects of the sun’s radiation, and the destruction or reduction of the
layer has the effect of allowing more radiation
to pass through the atmosphere with harmful
effects such as skin cancer on humans.

ozone sickness / əυzəυn sknəs/ noun a
condition experienced by jet travellers, due to
levels of ozone in aircraft
ozone sickness
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P 쏡 substance P
Pa abbr pascal
pacemaker / pesmekə/ noun 1. a node in
the heart which regulates the heartbeat. Also
called sinoatrial node, SA node 2. 쒁 cardiac
P

Pa

pacemaker



pacemaker, epicardial pacemaker
COMMENT: An electrode is usually attached to
the epicardium and linked to the device which
can be implanted in various positions in the
chest.
pachy- /pki/ prefix thickening
pachydactyly /pki dktli/ noun a condipachy-

pachydactyly





tion in which the fingers and toes become
thicker than usual
pachydermia /pki d! miə/, pachyderma
/pki d! mə/ noun a condition in which the
skin becomes thicker than normal
pachymeningitis /pkimenn dats/
noun inflammation of the dura mater
pachymeninx /pki mi nŋks/ noun same
as dura mater
pachyonychia /pkiə nkiə/ noun unusual
thickness of the nails
pachysomia /pki səυmiə/ noun a condition in which soft tissues of the body become
unusually thick
pacifier / psfaə/ noun US a child’s dummy
pacing / pesŋ/ noun a surgical operation to
implant or attach a cardiac pacemaker
Pacinian
corpuscle
/pəsniən
kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun a sensory nerve ending in
the skin which is sensitive to touch and vibrations
pack /pk/ noun 1. a tampon of gauze or cotton wool, used to fill an orifice such as the nose
or vagina 2. a piece of wet material folded
tightly, used to press on the body 3. a treatment
in which a blanket or sheet is used to wrap
round the body 4. a box or bag of goods for
sale 쑗 a pack of sticking plaster 쑗 The cough
tablets are sold in packs of fifty. 쐽 verb 1. to fill
an orifice with a tampon 쑗 The ear was packed
with cotton wool to absorb the discharge. 2. to
put things in cases or boxes 쑗 The transplant
organ arrived at the hospital packed in ice.
pachydermia









pachymeningitis







pachymeninx





pachyonychia





pachysomia





pacifier



pacing



Pacinian corpuscle



pack

packed cell volume /pkt sel vɒlju m/
noun the volume of red blood cells in a person’s blood shown against the total volume of
blood. Also called haematocrit
packing / pkŋ/ noun absorbent material
put into a wound or part of the body to absorb
fluids
pack up /pk "p/ verb to stop working
(informal ) 쑗 His heart simply packed up under
the strain.
PACT abbr prescribing analyses and cost
pad /pd/ noun 1. a piece or mass of soft absorbent material, placed on part of the body to
protect it 쑗 She wrapped a pad of soft cotton
wool round the sore. 2. a thickening of part of
the skin
paed- /pi d/ prefix same as paedo- (used bepacked cell volume



packing



pack up



PACT

pad

paed-

fore vowels) (NOTE: The US spelling is ped-.)

paediatric /pi di trk/ adjective referring
to the treatment of the diseases of children 쑗 A
new paediatric hospital has been opened. 쑗
Parents can visit children in the paediatric
wards at any time.
paediatric





‘Paediatric day surgery minimizes the length of hospital stay and therefore is less traumatic for both
child and parents’ [British Journal of Nursing]
paediatrician /pi diə trʃ(ə)n/ noun a docpaediatrician





tor who specialises in the treatment of diseases
of children
paediatrics /pi di trks/ noun the study of
children, their development and diseases.
Compare geriatrics
paedo- /pi dəυ/ prefix referring to children
paedodontia noun another spelling of pedopaediatrics





paedo-

paedodontia

dontia

Paget’s disease / pdəts dzi z/ noun 1.
same as osteitis deformans 2. a form of breast
cancer which starts as an itchy rash round the
nipple [Described 1877. After Sir James Paget
Paget’s disease





(1814–99), British surgeon.]

pain /pen/ noun the feeling of severe discomfort which a person has when hurt 쑗 The doctor gave him an injection to relieve the pain. 쑗
She is suffering from back pain. (NOTE: Pain
pain

can be used in the plural to show that it recurs:
She has pains in her left leg.) 왍 to be in great
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pain to have very sharp pains which are difficult to bear
COMMENT: Pain is carried by the sensory
nerves to the central nervous system. From
the site it travels up the spinal column to the
medulla and through a series of neurones
which use Substance P as the neurotransmitter to the sensory cortex. Pain is the method
by which a person knows that part of the body
is damaged or infected, though the pain is not
always felt in the affected part. See synalgia.
pain clinic / pen klnk/ noun a centre
pain clinic



which looks after people with severe persistent
pain and whose staff include professionals
from many specialist areas of medicine
painful / penf(ə)l/ adjective causing pain 쑗
She has a painful skin disease. 쑗 His foot is so
painful he can hardly walk. 쑗 Your eye looks
very red – is it very painful?
painkiller / penklə/ noun a drug that reduces pain
painless / penləs/ adjective not causing pain
쑗 a painless method of removing warts
pain pathway / pen pɑ θwe/ noun a series
of linking nerve fibres and neurones which
carry impulses of pain from the site to the sensory cortex
pain receptor / pen rseptə/ noun a nerve
ending which is sensitive to pain
pain relief / pen rli f/ noun the act of easing pain by using analgesics
paint /pent/ noun a coloured antiseptic, analgesic or astringent liquid which is put on the
surface of the body 쐽 verb to cover a wound
with an antiseptic, analgesic or astringent liquid or lotion 쑗 She painted the rash with calamine.
painter’s colic /pentəz kɒlk/ noun a
form of lead poisoning caused, especially formerly, by working with paint
pain threshold / pen θreʃhəυld/ noun the
point at which a person finds it impossible to
bear pain without crying
palatal / plət(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
palate
palate / plət/ noun the roof of the mouth
and floor of the nasal cavity, formed of the
hard and soft palates
palate bone / plət bəυn/ noun one of two
bones which form part of the hard palate, the
orbits of the eyes and the cavity behind the
nose. Also called palatine bone
palatine / plətan/ adjective referring to the
palate
palatine arch / plətan ɑ tʃ/ noun a fold of
tissue between the soft palate and the pharynx
palatine bone / plətan bəυn/ noun same
as palate bone
palatine tonsil /plətan tɒns(ə)l/ noun
same as tonsil
palato- /plətəυ/ prefix the palate
painful



painkiller



painless



pain pathway



pain receptor





pain relief





paint

painter’s colic



pain threshold



palatal



palate



palate bone



palatine



palatine arch



palatine bone



palatine tonsil



palato-

palmar

palatoglossal arch /plətəυ&lɒs(ə)l
ɑ tʃ/ noun a fold between the soft palate and
the tongue, anterior to the tonsil
palatopharyngeal arch /plətəυfrn
dəl ɑ tʃ/ noun a fold between the soft palate and the pharynx, posterior to the tonsil
palatoplasty / plətəplsti/ noun plastic
surgery of the roof of the mouth, e.g. to repair
a cleft palate
palatoplegia /plətə pli də/ noun paralysis of the soft palate
palatorrhaphy /plə tɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to suture and close a cleft palate.
Also called staphylorrhaphy, uraniscorpalatoglossal arch





palatopharyngeal arch





palatoplasty



palatoplegia





palatorrhaphy





rhaphy
pale /pel/ adjective light coloured or white 쑗
pale

After her illness she looked pale and tired. 왍 to
turn pale to become white in the face, because
the flow of blood is reduced 쑗 Some people
turn pale at the sight of blood.
paleness / pelnəs/ noun the fact of being
pale
pali- /pl/ prefix same as palinpalilalia /pl leliə/ noun a speech disorder
in which the person repeats words
palin- / pln/ prefix repeating
palindromic /pln drəυmk/ adjective recurring 쑗 a palindromic disease
palliative / pliətv/ noun a treatment or
drug which relieves symptoms but does nothing to cure the disease which causes the symptoms. For example, a painkiller can reduce the
pain in a tooth, but will not cure the caries
which causes the pain. 쐽 adjective providing
relief
paleness



pali-

palilalia





palin-



palindromic





palliative



‘…coronary artery bypass grafting is a palliative
procedure aimed at the relief of persistent angina
pectoris’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
palliative care / pliətv keə/, palliative
treatment /pliətv tri tmənt/ noun treatpalliative care





ment which helps to reduce the symptoms of a
disease, especially a terminal or chronic condition, but does not cure it

COMMENT: Palliative care may involve giving
antibiotics, transfusions, pain-killing drugs,
low-dose chemotherapy and psychological
and social support to help the person and their
family adjust to the illness. The treatment is
often provided in a hospice.
pallidotomy /pl dɒtəmi/ noun an operapallidotomy





tion on the brain which can reduce many of the
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, such as
tremor, bradykinesia and bent posture
pallium / pliəm/ noun the layer of grey matter on the surface of the cerebral cortex
pallor / plə/ noun the condition of being
pale
palm /pɑ m/ noun the inner surface of the
hand, extending from the bases of the fingers
to the wrist
palmar / plmə/ adjective referring to the
palm of the hand
pallium



pallor



palm

palmar
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palmar arch / plmər ɑ tʃ/ noun one of two
arches or joins within the palm formed by two
arteries which link together
palmar fascia /plmə feʃə/ noun the tendons in the palm of the hand
palmar interosseus /plmər nter
ɒsiəs/ noun a deep muscle between the bones
in the hand
palmar region / plmə ri d(ə)n/ noun an
area of skin around the palm
palpable / plpəb(ə)l/ adjective 1. able to be
felt when touched 2. able to be examined with
the hand
palmar arch



palmar fascia



palmar interosseus





palmar region



palpable



‘…mammography is the most effective technique
available for the detection of occult (non-palpable)
breast cancer. It has been estimated that mammography can detect a carcinoma two years before it becomes palpable’ [Southern Medical Journal]
palpate /pl pet/ verb to examine part of the
palpate



body by feeling it with the hand
palpation /pl peʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination of part of the body by feeling it with the
hand
palpebra / plpbrə/ noun same as eyelid
palpation



palpebra



(NOTE: The plural is palpebrae.)
palpebral / plpbrəl/ adjective referring to
palpebral



the eyelids
palpitate / plptet/ verb to beat rapidly or
irregularly
palpitation /plp teʃ(ə)n/ noun awareness
that the heart is beating rapidly or irregularly,
possibly caused by stress or by a disease
pan- /pn/ prefix referring to everything
panacea /pnə si ə/ noun a medicine which
is supposed to cure everything
Panadol / pnədɒl/ a trade name for paracetamol
panarthritis /pnɑ θrats/ noun inflammation of all the tissues of a joint or of all the
joints in the body
pancarditis /pnkɑ dats/ noun inflammation of all the tissues in the heart, i.e. the
heart muscle, the endocardium and the pericardium
pancreas / pŋkriəs/ noun a gland which
lies across the back of the body between the
kidneys. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in
Supplement
palpitate



palpitation



pan-

panacea





Panadol



panarthritis





pancarditis





pancreas



COMMENT:

The pancreas has two functions:
the first is to secrete the pancreatic juice
which goes into the duodenum and digests
proteins and carbohydrates; the second function is to produce the hormone insulin which
regulates the use of sugar by the body. This
hormone is secreted into the bloodstream by
the islets of Langerhans which are in the pancreas.
pancreatectomy /pŋkriə tektəmi/ noun
pancreatectomy





the surgical removal of all or part of the pancreas
pancreatic /pŋkri tk/ adjective referring to the pancreas
pancreatic





pancreatic duct /pŋkri tk d"kt/ noun
a duct leading through the pancreas to the duodenum
pancreatic juice /pŋkri tk du s/,
pancreatic secretion /pŋkritk s
kri ʃ(ə)n/ noun a digestive juice, formed of
enzymes produced by the pancreas, which digests fats and carbohydrates
pancreatin / pŋkriətn/ noun a substance
made from enzymes secreted by the pancreas,
used to treat someone whose pancreas does not
produce pancreatic enzymes
pancreatitis /pŋkriə tats/ noun inflammation of the pancreas
pancreatomy /pŋkri təmi/, pancreatotomy /pŋkriə tɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to open the pancreatic duct
pancytopenia /pnsatə pi niə/ noun a
condition in which there are too few red and
white blood cells and blood platelets
pandemic /pn demk/ noun an epidemic
disease which affects many parts of the world.
Compare endemic, epidemic 쐽 adjective
widespread
pang /pŋ/ noun a sudden sharp pain, especially in the intestine 쑗 After not eating for a
day, she suffered pangs of hunger.
panhysterectomy
/pnhstə rektmi/
noun the surgical removal of all the uterus and
the cervix
panic / pnk/ noun a feeling of great fear
which cannot be stopped and which sometimes results in irrational behaviour 쑗 He was
in a panic as he sat in the consultant’s waiting
room. 쐽 verb to be suddenly afraid 쑗 She panicked when the surgeon told her she might
need to have an operation.
panic attack / pnk ətk/ noun a sudden
onset of panic
panic disorder / pnk dsɔ də/ noun a
condition in which somebody has frequent
panic attacks
panniculitis /pənkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the panniculus adiposus, producing
tender swellings on the thighs and breasts
panniculus /pə nkjυləs/ noun a layer of
membranous tissue
panniculus
adiposus
/pənkjυləs
d pəυsəs/ noun a layer of fat underneath
the skin
pannus / pnəs/ noun a growth on the cornea containing tiny blood vessels
panophthalmia /pnɒf θlmiə/, panophthalmitis /pnɒfθl mats/ noun inflammation of the whole of the eye
panosteitis /pnɒsti ats/, panostitis
/pnɒ stats / noun inflammation of the
whole of a bone
panotitis /pnəυ tats/ noun inflammation
affecting all of the ear, but especially the middle ear
pancreatic duct





pancreatic juice











pancreatin



pancreatitis





pancreatomy









pancytopenia





pandemic



pang

panhysterectomy





panic



panic attack





panic disorder





panniculitis





panniculus



panniculus adiposus



pannus



panophthalmia









panosteitis







panotitis
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panproctocolectomy /pnprɒktəkə le*
ktəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the whole
of the rectum and the colon
pant /pnt/ verb to take short breaths because
of too much exercise, to gasp for breath 쑗 He
was panting when he reached the top of the
stairs.
pant- /pnt/ prefix same as panpanto- /pntəυ/ prefix same as panpantothenic acid /pntəθenk sd/
noun a vitamin of the vitamin B complex,
found in liver, yeast and eggs
pantotropic /pntə trɒpk/, pantropic
/pn trɒpk/ adjective referring to a virus
which attacks many different parts of the body
Papanicolaou test /ppənkə leu test/
noun a method of staining samples from various body secretions to test for malignancy, e.g.
testing a cervical smear sample to see if cancer
is present. Also called Pap test [Described
panproctocolectomy





pant

pant-

panto-

pantothenic acid





pantotropic







Papanicolaou test





1933. After George Nicholas Papanicolaou
(1883–1962), Greek anatomist and physician
who worked in the USA.]
papaveretum /pəpvə ri təm/ noun a
papaveretum





preparation of opium used to reduce pain
papilla /pə plə/ noun a small swelling which
sticks up above the usual surface level 쑗 The
upper surface of the tongue is covered with papillae. (NOTE: The plural is papillae.)
papillary /pə pləri/ adjective referring to papillae
papillitis /pp lats/ noun inflammation
of the optic disc at the back of the eye
papilloedema /ppləυ di mə/ noun an accumulation of fluid in the optic disc at the back
of the eye
papilloma /pp ləυmə/ noun a benign tumour on the skin or mucous membrane (NOTE:
papilla



papillary



papillitis





papilloedema





papilloma





The plural is papillomas or papillomata.)
papillomatosis /ppləυmə təυss/ noun
1. being affected with papillomata 2. the forpapillomatosis





mation of papillomata
papillotomy /pp lɒtəmi/ noun the operation of cutting into the body at the point where
the common bile duct and pancreatic duct
meet to go into the duodenum, in order to improve bile drainage and allow any stones to
pass out
papovavirus /pə pəυvəvarəs/ noun a family of viruses which start tumours, some of
which are malignant, and some of which, such
as warts, are benign
Pap test / pp test/, Pap smear / pp smə/
noun same as Papanicolaou test
papular / ppjυlə/ adjective referring to a
papule
papule / ppju l/ noun a small coloured spot
raised above the surface of the skin as part of a
rash (NOTE: A flat spot is a macule.)
papulo- /ppjυləυ/ prefix relating to a papule
papillotomy





papovavirus



Pap test





papular



papule



papulo-

paraguard stretcher

papulopustular /ppjυləυ p"stjυlə/ adjective referring to a rash with both papules and
pustules
papulosquamous /ppjυləυ skweməs/
adjective referring to a rash with papules and a
scaly skin
para- /prə/ prefix 1. similar to or near 2.
changed or beyond
parabiosis /prəba əυss/ noun a condition in which two individuals are joined, e.g.
conjoined twins
paracentesis /prəsen ti ss/ noun the
procedure of draining fluid from a cavity inside the body using a hollow needle, either for
diagnostic purposes or because the fluid is
harmful. Also called tapping
paracetamol /prə si təmɒl/ noun a common drug used to relieve mild to moderate
pain and reduce fever (NOTE: The US name is
papulopustular





papulosquamous





para-

parabiosis





paracentesis





paracetamol





acetaminophen.)
paracolpitis /prəkɒl pats/ same as pericolpitis
paracusis /prə kju ss/, paracousia /
prə ku siə/ noun a disorder of hearing
paradoxical breathing /prədɒksk(ə)l
bri ðŋ/, paradoxical respiration /prədɒk
sk(ə)l resp reʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition afparacolpitis





paracusis









paradoxical breathing







fecting someone with broken ribs, where the
chest appears to move in when he or she
breathes in, and appears to move out when he
or she breathes out
paradoxical sleep /prədɒksk(ə)l sli p/
noun same as REM sleep
paradoxus /prə dɒksəs/ 쏡 pulsus paraparadoxical sleep



paradoxus





doxus

paraesthesia /pri s θi ziə/ noun an unexplained tingling sensation. 쒁 pins and needles
paraesthesia





(NOTE: The plural is paraesthesiae.)
‘…the sensory symptoms are paraesthesiae which
may spread up the arm over the course of about 20
minutes’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
paraffin / prəfn/ noun an oil produced
paraffin



from petroleum, forming the base of some
ointments, and also used for heating and light
paraffin gauze / prəfn &ɔ z/ noun gauze
covered with solid paraffin, used as a dressing
parageusia /prə &ju siə/ noun 1. a disorder of the sense of taste 2. an unpleasant taste
in the mouth
paragonimiasis /prə&ɒnə maəss/ noun
a tropical disease in which the lungs are infested with the fluke of the genus Paragonimus
and the person has bronchitis and coughs up
blood. Also called endemic haemoptysis
paragraphia /prə &rfiə/ noun the writing of different words or letters from the ones
intended, as a result of a stroke or disease
paraguard stretcher / prə&ɑ d stretʃə/
noun a type of strong stretcher to which the injured person is attached securely, so that he or
she can be carried upright. It is used for rescuparaffin gauze



parageusia





paragonimiasis





paragraphia





paraguard stretcher
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ing people from mountains or from tall buildings.
para-influenza virus /prə nflu enzə
varəs/ noun a virus which causes upper respiratory tract infection. In its structure it is
identical to paramyxoviruses and the measles
virus.
paralyse / prəlaz/ verb to make a part of
the body unable to carry out voluntary movements by weakening or damaging muscles or
nerves so that they cannot function, or by using
a drug 쑗 His arm was paralysed after the
stroke. 쑗 She is paralysed from the waist
down. (NOTE: The US spelling is paralyze.)
paralysis /pə rləss/ noun a condition in
which part of the body cannot be moved because the motor nerves have been damaged or
the muscles have been weakened 쑗 The condition causes paralysis of the lower limbs. 쑗 He
suffered temporary paralysis of the right arm.
para-influenza virus





paralyse



paralysis



COMMENT:

Paralysis can have many causes:
the commonest are injuries to or diseases of
the brain or the spinal column.
paralysis agitans /pərləss dtəns/
noun same as Parkinsonism
paralytic /prə ltk/ adjective 1. referring
to paralysis 2. referring to a person who is parparalysis agitans



paralytic





alysed
paralytica /prə ltkə/ 쏡 dementia paralytparalytica



ica

paralytic ileus /prəltk liəs/ noun an
obstruction in the ileum caused by paralysis of
the muscles of the intestine. Also called adyparalytic ileus



namic ileus

paralytic
poliomyelitis
/prəltk
pəυliəυmaə lats/ noun poliomyelitis
which affects the muscles
paramedian /prə mi diən/ adjective near
the midline of the body
paramedian plane /prə mi diən plen/
noun a plane near the midline of the body, parallel to the sagittal plane and at right angles to
the coronal plane. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
paramedic /prə medk/ noun a person
whose work involves the restoration of health
and normal functioning (NOTE: Paramedic is
paralytic poliomyelitis







paramedian





paramedian plane





paramedic





used to refer to all types of services and staff,
from therapists and hygienists, to ambulance
drivers and radiographers, but does not include
doctors, nurses or midwives.)
paramedical /prə medk(ə)l/ adjective reparamedical





ferring to services linked to those given by
nurses, doctors and surgeons
paramesonephric duct /prəmesə nefrk
d"kt/ noun one of the two ducts in an embryo
which develop into the uterus and Fallopian
tubes. Also called Müllerian duct
parameter /pə rmtə/ noun a measurement
of something such as blood pressure which
may be an important consideration in treating
the condition which the person has
paramesonephric duct



parameter





parametritis /prəm trats/ noun inflammation of the parametrium
parametrium /prə mi triəm/ noun the
connective tissue around the uterus
paramnesia /prm ni ziə/ noun a disorder of the memory in which someone remembers events which have not happened
paramyxovirus
/ prəmksəυ varəs/
noun one of a group of viruses, which cause
mumps, measles and other infectious diseases
paranasal /prə nez(ə)l/ adjective by the
side of the nose
paranasal sinus /prənez(ə)l sanəs/,
paranasal air sinus /prənez(ə)l eə
sanəs/ noun one of the four pairs of sinuses
in the skull near the nose, which open into the
nasal cavity and are lined with sticky mucus
parametritis





parametrium





paramnesia





paramyxovirus





paranasal





paranasal sinus





(NOTE: They are the frontal, maxillary, ethmoidal
and sphenoidal sinuses.)
paranoia /prə nɔə/ noun a behaviour
paranoia





characterised by mistaken ideas or delusions
of persecution or self-importance
paranoiac /prə nɔk/ noun a person affected by paranoia
paranoid / prənɔd/ adjective having a
fixed delusion
paranoid disorder /prənɔd ds ɔ də/
noun a mental disorder which causes someone
experiencing it to believe strongly that something is not right with them, with someone else
or with the world generally and to maintain the
belief even when given evidence against it
paranoiac





paranoid



paranoid disorder





(NOTE: The preferred term is delusional disorder.)
paranoid
schizophrenia /prənɔd
sktsəυ fri niə/ noun a form of schizophrenia
paranoid schizophrenia





in which the person believes he or she is being
persecuted
paraparesis /prəpə ri ss/ noun incomplete paralysis of the legs
paraphasia /prə feziə/ noun a speech
disorder in which the person uses a wrong
sound in the place of the correct word or
phrase
paraphimosis /prəfa məυss/ noun a
condition in which the foreskin around the penis is tight and may have to be removed by circumcision
paraphrenia /prə fri niə/ noun a dated
term for a mental disorder involving delusions
without severe personality deterioration
paraplegia /prə pli də/ noun paralysis
which affects the lower part of the body and
the legs, usually caused by an injury to the spinal cord
paraplegic /prə pli dk/ noun someone
who has paraplegia 쐽 adjective paralysed in
the lower part of the body and legs
paraprofessional /prəprə feʃ(ə)n(ə)l/
noun somebody with training who acts as an
assistant to a professional person
paraparesis





paraphasia





paraphimosis





paraphrenia





paraplegia





paraplegic





paraprofessional
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parapsoriasis /prəsə raəss/ noun a
group of skin diseases with scales, similar to
psoriasis
parapsychology /prəsa kɒlədi/ noun
the study of effects of the mind which appear
not to be explained by known psychological or
scientific principles, e.g. extrasensory perception and telepathy
Paraquat / prəkwɒt/ a trade name for
dimethyl dupyridilium used as a weedkiller
parasagittal /prə sdt(ə)l/ adjective
near the midline of the body
parasagittal
plane /prə sdt(ə)l
plen/ noun a plane near the midline of the
body, parallel to the sagittal plane and at right
angles to the coronal plane. Also called paramedian plane. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
parasitaemia /prəs ti miə/ noun the
presence of parasites in the blood
parasite / prəsat/ noun a plant or animal
which lives on or inside another organism and
draws nourishment from that organism
parapsoriasis





parapsychology





Paraquat



parasagittal





parasagittal plane





parasitaemia





parasite



COMMENT: The commonest parasites affecting

humans are lice on the skin, and various types
of worms in the intestines. Many diseases
such as malaria and amoebic dysentery are
caused by infestation with parasites.
parasitic /prə stk/ adjective referring to


parasitic cyst



parasiticide



parasitology





parasuicide



parasympathetic





parasympathetic nervous system









system
COMMENT: The parasympathetic nervous system acts in opposition to the sympathetic
nervous system, slowing down the action of
the heart, reducing blood pressure and increasing the rate of digestion.
parasympatholytic
/prəsmpθə l*
tk/ noun a drug which reduces the effects of
parasympatholytic







the parasympathetic nervous system by relax-







parathormone



parathyroid





parathyroidectomy









parasites
parasitic cyst /prəstk sst/ noun a cyst
caused by the growing larvae of a parasite in
the body
parasiticide /prə satsad/ noun a substance which kills parasites 쐽 adjective killing
parasites
parasitology /prəsa tɒlədi/ noun the
scientific study of parasites
parasuicide /prə su sad/ noun an act
where someone tries to kill himself or herself,
but without really intending to do so, rather as
a way of drawing attention to his or her psychological condition
parasympathetic /prəsmpə θetk/ adjective referring to the parasympathetic nervous system
parasympathetic nervous system /
prəsmpəθetk n! vəs sstəm/, parasympathetic system /prəsmpə θetk
sstəm/ noun one of two parts of the autonomic nervous system. Its messages reach the
organs of the body through the cranial and sacral nerves to the eyes, the gastrointestinal system and other organs. 쒁 sympathetic nervous


parasympathomimetic

parathyroid gland

parasitic



parent cell

ing smooth muscle, reducing the amount of
sweat and saliva produced and widening the
pupil of the eye. An example is atropine. 쐽 adjective relating to a parasympatholytic drug
parasympathomimetic
/prəsm
pθəυm metk/ noun a drug which stimulates the parasympathetic nervous system by
making smooth muscle more tense, widening
the blood vessels, slowing the heart rate, increasing the amount of sweat and saliva produced and contracting the pupil of the eye 쐽
adjective producing effects similar to those of
a parasympathomimetic drug
parathormone /prə θɔ məυn/ noun the
hormone secreted by the parathyroid glands
which regulates the level of calcium in blood
plasma. Also called parathyroid hormone
parathyroid /prə θarɔd/ noun same as
parathyroid gland 쐽 adjective 1. relating to a
parathyroid gland 2. located close to the thyroid gland
parathyroidectomy
/prə θarɔ
dektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of a parathyroid gland
parathyroid gland /prə θarɔd &lnd/
noun one of four small glands which are situated in or near the wall of the thyroid gland and
secrete a hormone which controls the way in
which calcium and phosphorus are deposited
in bones
parathyroid
hormone /prə θarɔd
hɔ məυn/ noun same as parathormone
paratyphoid /prə tafɔd/, paratyphoid
fever /prə tafɔd fi və/ noun an infectious
disease which has similar symptoms to typhoid and is caused by bacteria transmitted by
humans or animals
parathyroid hormone



paratyphoid









COMMENT: There are three forms of paratyphoid fever, known by the letters A, B, and C,
caused by three types of bacterium, Salmonella paratyphi A, B, and C. TAB injections
give immunity against paratyphoid A and B,
but not against C.
paravertebral /prə v! tbrəl/ adjective
paravertebral





near the vertebrae, beside the spinal column
paravertebral injection /prəv! tbrəl
n dekʃən/ noun an injection of local anaesthetic into the back near the vertebrae
parenchyma /pə reŋkmə/ noun tissues
which contain the working cells of an organ
parenchymal /pə reŋkməl/ adjective relating to parenchyma
parent / peərənt/ noun a biological or adoptive mother or father 쐽 verb to carry out the
role of a parent
paravertebral injection







parenchyma



parenchymal



parent



‘…in most paediatric wards today open visiting is
the norm, with parent care much in evidence. Parents
who are resident in the hospital also need time spent
with them’ [Nursing Times]
parent cell / peərənt sel/ noun an original
parent cell



cell which divides into daughter cells by mitosis
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parenteral /p rentərəl/ adjective referring
to medication which is not given by mouth but
in the form of injections or suppositories.
Compare enteral, oral
parenteral nutrition /prentərəl nju
trʃ(ə)n/, parenteral feeding /prentərəl
fi dŋ/ noun the process of feeding someone
by means other than the digestive tract, especially by giving injections of glucose to someone critically ill
parenthood / peərənthυd/ noun the state of
being a parent
parenting / peərəntŋ/ noun the activities involved in bringing up children 왍 parenting
skills the abilities and experience that make
someone a good parent
paresis /pə ri ss/ noun partial paralysis
paresthesia /pri s θi ziə/ noun US same
as paraesthesia
paries / peəri z/ noun 1. a superficial part of
a structure of an organ 2. the wall of a cavity
parenteral



parenteral nutrition







parenthood



parenting



paresis



paresthesia





paries



(NOTE: [all senses] The plural is parietes.)
parietal /pə raət(ə)l/ adjective referring to
parietal



the wall of a cavity or any organ
parietal bone /pə raət(ə)l bəυn/, parietal
/pə raət(ə)l/ noun one of two bones which
form the sides of the skull
parietal cell /pə raət(ə)l sel/ noun same as
parietal bone





parietal cell



oxyntic cell

parietal lobe /pə raət(ə)l ləυb/ noun the
middle lobe of the cerebral hemisphere, which
is associated with language and other mental
processes, and also contains the postcentral
gyrus
parietal pericardium /pəraət(ə)l peri
kɑ diəm/ noun the outer layer of the serous
pericardium, not in direct contact with the
heart muscle, which lies inside and is attached
to the fibrous pericardium
parietal peritoneum /pəraət(ə)l pertə
ni əm/ noun part of the peritoneum which
lines the abdominal cavity and covers the abdominal viscera
parietal pleura /pəraət(ə)l plυərə/ noun a
membrane attached to the diaphragm and covering the chest cavity. Also called outer pleura. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
-parin /pərn/ suffix used for anticoagulants 쑗
heparin
Paris / prs/ 쏡 plaster of Paris
parity / prti/ noun 1. equality of status or
position, especially in terms of pay or rank 2.
the number of children that a woman has given
birth to
parkinsonian /pɑ kn səυniən/ adjective
referring to Parkinson’s disease 쑗 parkinsonian tremor
Parkinsonism / pɑ knsənz(ə)m/ noun a
progressive nervous disorder, which may be an
effect of some drugs, repeated head injuries or
brain tumours. The main symptoms are trem-

bling hands and a slow shuffling walk. Also
called paralysis agitans
Parkinson’s disease / pɑ knsənz dzi z/
noun a progressive nervous disorder without a
known cause which is a type of Parkinsonism,
the main symptoms of which are trembling
hands, a slow shuffling walk and difficulty in
speaking [Described 1817. After James ParkinParkinson’s disease





son (1755–1824), English physician.]
COMMENT: Parkinson’s disease affects the basal ganglia of the brain which control movement, due to the destruction of dopaminergic
neurones. Some cases can be improved by
treatment with levodopa, which is the precursor of the missing neurotransmitter dopamine,
or by drugs which inhibit the breakdown of
dopamine.
paronychia /prə nkiə/ noun inflammaparonychia





tion near the nail which forms pus, caused by
an infection in the fleshy part of the tip of a finger. 쒁 whitlow
parosmia /pə rɒzmiə/ noun a disorder of the
sense of smell
parotid /pə rɒtd/ adjective near the ear
parotid gland /pə rɒtd &lnd/, parotid /pə
rɒtd/ noun one of the glands which produces
saliva, situated in the neck behind the joint of
the jaw and ear
parotitis /prə tats/ noun inflammation
of the parotid glands
parosmia



parotid



parotid gland





parotitis





parietal lobe



parietal pericardium





parietal peritoneum



parietal pleura



-parin

Paris



parity



parkinsonian





Parkinsonism





COMMENT: Mumps is the commonest form of
parotitis, where the parotid gland becomes
swollen and the sides of the face appear fat.
parous / peərəs/ adjective referring to a
parous



woman who has given birth to one or more
children
paroxetine /pə rɒksti n/ noun an antidepressant drug which prolongs the effects of serotonin in the brain
paroxysm / prəksz(ə)m/ noun 1. a sudden
movement of the muscles 쑗 She suffered paroxysms of coughing during the night. 2. the
sudden re-appearance of symptoms of the disease 3. a sudden attack of coughing or sneezing
paroxysmal /prək szm(ə)l/ adjective referring to a paroxysm, or similar to a paroxysm
paroxysmal dyspnoea /prəkszm(ə)l
dsp ni ə/ noun an attack of breathlessness at
night, usually caused by congestive heart failure
paroxysmal tachycardia /prəkszm(ə)l
tki kɑ diə/ noun same as nodal tachycardia
parrot disease / prət dzi z/ noun same
as psittacosis
pars /pɑ z/ noun the Latin word for part
part /pɑ t/ noun a piece, one of the sections
which make up a whole organ or body
partial / pɑ ʃ(ə)l/ adjective not complete, affecting only part of something 쑗 He only made
a partial recovery.
paroxetine



paroxysm



paroxysmal





paroxysmal dyspnoea





paroxysmal tachycardia





parrot disease



pars

part

partial
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partial amnesia /pɑ ʃ(ə)l m ni ziə/ noun
an inability to remember specific facts, such as
names of people
partial deafness /pɑ ʃ(ə)l defnəs/ noun
the condition of being able to hear some
sounds but not all
partial denture /pɑ ʃ(ə)l dentʃə/ noun
part of a set of false teeth, replacing only a few
teeth
partial
gastrectomy /pɑ ʃ(ə)l &
strektəmi/ noun an operation to remove part
of the stomach
partially / pɑ ʃ(ə)li/ adverb not completely 쑗
He is partially paralysed in his right side. 왍
partially deaf able to hear some sounds but
not all 왍 partially sighted having only partial
vision 쑗 Large print books are available for
people who are partially sighted.
partially sighted register /pɑ ʃ(ə)li
satd redstə/ noun a list of people who
have poor sight but are not blind, and may require some special services
partial
mastectomy /pɑ ʃ(ə)l m
stektəmi/ noun an operation to remove part
of a breast
partial
pancreatectomy
/pɑ ʃ(ə)l
pŋkriə tektəmi/ noun an operation to remove part of the pancreas
partial thickness burn /pɑ ʃ(ə)l θknəs
b! n/ noun a burn which leaves enough tissue
for the skin to grow again. Also called superpartial amnesia





partial deafness



partial denture



partial gastrectomy





partially



partially sighted register



partial mastectomy





partial pancreatectomy





partial thickness burn



ficial thickness burn

partial vision /pɑ ʃ(ə)l v(ə)n/ noun the
ability to see only a part of the total field of vision, or not being able to see anything very
clearly
particle / pɑ tk(ə)l/ noun a very small piece
of matter
particulate /pɑ tkjυlət/ adjective 1. referring to or composed of particles 2. made up of
separate particles
particulate matter /pɑ tkjυlət mtə/
noun particles of less than a specified size,
usually of carbon, which are used as a measure
of air pollution and can affect asthma
partly / pɑ tli/ adverb not completely 쑗 She is
partly paralysed.
parturient /pɑ tjυəriənt/ adjective referring
to childbirth 쐽 noun a woman who is in labour
parturifacient /pɑ tjυəri feʃənt/ adjective
starting off birth or making it easier to give
birth 쐽 noun a drug that starts off birth or
makes it easier to give birth
parturition /pɑ tjυ rʃ(ə)n/ noun same as
partial vision



particle



particulate



particulate matter



partly



parturient



parturifacient





parturition





childbirth
parulis /pə ru ls/ same as gumboil
Paschen bodies / pʃken bɒdiz/ plural
noun particles which occur in the skin lesions
of people who have smallpox [After Enrique
Paschen (1860–1936), German pathologist]
parulis



Paschen bodies



pasteurise

pass /pɑ s/ verb to allow faeces, urine or any
other body product to come out of the body 쑗
Have you passed anything this morning? 쑗 He
passed a small stone in his urine. 왍 to pass
blood to produce faeces or urine that contain
blood 왍 to pass water to urinate (informal )
passage / psd/ noun 1. a long narrow
channel inside the body 2. the process of moving from one place to another 3. evacuation of
the bowels 4. the introduction of an instrument
into a cavity 왍 air passage a tube which takes
air to the lungs
pass away /pɑ s ə we/ verb used to avoid
saying ‘die’ (informal ) 쑗 Mother passed away
during the night.
passive / psv/ adjective receiving rather
than initiating an action
passive immunity /psv  mju nti/
noun immunity which is acquired by a baby in
the uterus or by a person through an injection
with an antitoxin
passive movement /psv mu vmənt/
noun movement of a limb or other body part by
a doctor or therapist, not by the person
passive smoking /psv sməυkŋ/ noun
the act of breathing in smoke from other people’s cigarettes when you do not smoke yourself
pass on /pɑ s ɒn/ verb 1. to give a disease
to someone 쑗 Haemophilia is passed on by a
woman to her sons. 쑗 The disease was quickly
passed on by carriers to the rest of the population. 2. used to avoid saying ‘die’ 쑗 My father
passed on two years ago.
pass out /pɑ s aυt/ verb to faint (informal )
쑗 When we told her that her father was ill, she
passed out.
past /pɑ st/ adjective referring to time which
has passed
paste /pest/ noun a medicinal ointment
which is very thick and is spread or rubbed
onto the skin
Pasteurella /pstə relə/ noun a genus of
parasitic bacteria, one of which causes the
plague
pasteurisation /pɑ stʃəra zeʃ(ə)n/, pasteurization noun the process of heating food or
food products to destroy bacteria [After Louis
pass

passage



pass away





passive



passive immunity





passive movement



passive smoking



pass on



pass out



past

paste

Pasteurella





pasteurisation





Pasteur (1822–95), French chemist and bacteriologist]
COMMENT: Pasteurisation is carried out by
heating food for a short time at a lower temperature than that used for sterilisation: the
two methods used are heating to 72°C for fifteen seconds (the high-temperature shorttime method) or to 65°C for half an hour, and
then cooling rapidly. This will kill tuberculosis
bacteria that may be present in milk, for example.
pasteurise / pɑ stʃəraz/, pasteurize verb
to kill bacteria in food by heating it 쑗 The govpasteurise



ernment is telling people to drink only pasteurised milk.
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past history /pɑ st hst(ə)ri/ noun records
of earlier illnesses 쑗 He has no past history of
renal disease.
pastille / pst(ə)l/ noun 1. a sweet jelly with
medication in it, which can be sucked to relieve a sore throat 2. a small paper disc covered
with barium platinocyanide, which changes
colour when exposed to radiation
pat /pt/ verb to hit someone or something
lightly and gently with the palm of the hand or
some other flat surface 쑗 She patted the baby
on the back to make it burp.
patch /ptʃ/ noun a piece of sticking plaster
with a substance on it, which is stuck to the
skin to allow the substance to be gradually absorbed into the system through the skin, e.g. in
HRT
past history



pastille



pat

patch

COMMENT: Patches are available on prescription for various treatments, especially for administering hormone replacement therapy.
They are also used for treating nicotine addiction and can be bought without a prescription.
patch test / ptʃ test/ noun a test for allerpatch test



gies or tuberculosis, where a piece of sticking
plaster containing an allergic substance or tuberculin is stuck to the skin to see if there is a
reaction
patella /pə telə/ noun the small bone in front
of the knee joint. Also called kneecap
patellar /pə telə/ adjective referring to the
kneecap
patellar reflex /pətelə ri fleks/ noun the
jerk made as a reflex action by the knee, when
the legs are crossed and the patellar tendon is
tapped sharply. Also called knee jerk
patellar tendon /pətelə tendən/ noun a
tendon just below the kneecap
patellectomy /ptə lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the kneecap
patency / petənsi/ noun the condition of being wide open 쑗 A salpingostomy was performed to restore the patency of the Fallopian
tube.
patent / petənt, ptənt/ adjective open,
exposed 쑗 The presence of a pulse shows that
the main blood vessels from the heart to the
site of the pulse are patent.
patent ductus arteriosus /petənt
d"ktəs ɑ təri əυsəs/ noun a congenital
condition in which the ductus arteriosus does
not close, allowing blood into the circulation
without having passed through the lungs
patent medicine /petənt med(ə)sn/
noun a medicinal preparation which is made
and sold under a trade name and is protected
by law from being copied or sold by other
manufacturers for a certain length of time after
its invention. 쒁 proprietary medicine
paternity /pə t! nti/ noun 1. the fact of being or becoming a father 쑗 paternity leave
Compare maternity 2. the identity of a father
patella



patellar



patellar reflex



patellar tendon



patellectomy





patency



patent





patent ductus arteriosus







patent medicine



paternity



paternity test /pə t! nti test/ noun a test
such as blood grouping which makes it possible to determine the identity of the father of a
child
paternity test



COMMENT: DNA fingerprinting may be required
in order to identify a man who might be the father according to his blood group and that of
the child, but is not in fact the father.
path- /pθ/, patho- / pθəυ/ prefix referring
path-



to disease
pathogen / pθədən/ noun a microorganism which causes a disease
pathogenesis /pθə denəss/ noun the
origin, production and development of a morbid or diseased condition
pathogenetic /pθədə netk/ adjective
referring to pathogenesis
pathogenic /pθə denk/ adjective causing
or producing a disease
pathogenicity /pθədə nsti/ noun the
ability of a pathogen to cause a disease
pathognomonic /pθə&nəυ mɒnk/ adjective referring to a symptom which is typical
and characteristic, and which indicates that
someone has a particular disease
pathological /pθə lɒdk(ə)l/, pathologic /pθə lɒdk/ adjective 1. referring to a
disease, or caused by a disease 2. indicating a
disease
pathological
depression
/pθə
lɒdk(ə)l d preʃ(ə)n/ noun an unusually severe state of depression, possibly leading to
suicide
pathological dislocation /pθəlɒdk(ə)l
dslə keʃ(ə)n/ noun the dislocation of a diseased joint
pathological fracture /pθəlɒdk(ə)l
frktʃə/ noun a fracture of a diseased bone
pathologist /pə θɒlədst/ noun 1. a doctor
who specialises in the study of diseases and
the changes in the body caused by disease, examining tissue specimens from patients and
reporting on the presence or absence of disease
in them 2. a doctor who examines dead bodies
in order to find out the cause of death
pathology /pə θɒlədi/ noun the study of
diseases and the changes in structure and function which diseases cause in the body. Also
called morbid anatomy
pathology report /pə θɒlədi rpɔ t/ noun
a report on tests carried out to find the cause of
a disease
pathophysiology /pθəυfzi ɒlədi/ noun
the study of unusual or diseased organs
pathway / pɑ θwe/ noun a series of linked
neurones along which nerve impulses travel
-pathy /pəθi/ suffix 1. disease 2. treatment of a
disease
patient / peʃ(ə)nt/ adjective being able to
wait a long time without becoming annoyed 쑗
You will have to be patient if you are waiting
for treatment – the doctor is late with his appathogen



pathogenesis





pathogenetic





pathogenic



pathogenicity





pathognomonic





pathological









pathological depression





pathological dislocation





pathological fracture





pathologist



pathology



pathology report





pathophysiology



pathway



-pathy

patient
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pointments. 쐽 noun a person who is in hospital
or who is being treated by a doctor 쑗 The patients are all asleep in their beds. 쑗 The doctor
is taking the patient’s temperature.
patient
allocation /peʃ(ə)nt lə
keʃ(ə)n/ noun a system of assigning each patient to a particular nurse for all their care
needs
patient identifier /peʃ(ə)nt a dentfaə/
noun a code of letters and numbers attached to
the patient’s medical records by which all information concerning the patient can be
tracked, e.g. cause of death
patulous / ptjυləs/ adjective stretched
open, patent
Paul–Bunnell reaction /pɔ l b"n(ə)l r
kʃən/, Paul–Bunnell test /pɔ l b"n(ə)l
test/ noun a blood test to see if someone has
glandular fever, where the person’s blood is
tested against a solution containing glandular
fever bacilli [Described 1932. After John Rodpatient allocation





patient identifier





patulous



Paul–Bunnell reaction







man Paul (b. 1893), US physician; Walls Willard
Bunnell (1902–66), US physician.]
Paul’s tube / pɔ lz tju b/ noun a glass tube
Paul’s tube



used to remove the contents of the bowel after
an opening has been made between the intestine and the abdominal wall [Described 1891.
After Frank Thomas Paul (1851–1941), British
surgeon.]
pavement epithelium / pevmənt ep
θi liəm/ noun same as squamous epithelium
Pavlov’s method / pvlɒvz meθəd/ noun
pavement epithelium





Pavlov’s method



a set of procedures for the study or production
of conditioned reflexes
PBI test /pi bi a test/ noun same as proPBI test



tein-bound iodine test
p.c. /pi si / adverb (used on prescriptions)
after food. Full form post cibum
PCC abbr Professional Conduct Committee
PCG abbr primary care group
PCOD abbr polycystic ovary disease
PCOS abbr polycystic ovary syndrome
PCP abbr pneumocystis carinii pneumonia
PCR abbr polymerase chain reaction
PCT abbr primary care trust
p.d.1 adverb (used on prescriptions) per day.
Full form per diem
p.d.2 abbr per diem
PE abbr pulmonary embolism
peak /pi k/ noun the highest point
peak expiratory flow rate /pi k k
spaərət(ə)ri fləυ ret/ noun the rate at
p.c.



PCC

PCG

PCOD

PCOS

PCP

PCR

PCT

p.d.

p.d.

PE

peak

peak expiratory flow rate





which someone can expel air from their lungs
when they are full and with no time limit. Abbr

PEFR

peak period / pi k pəriəd/ noun the time of
the day, days of the month or months of the
year, during which something such as a fever,
tiredness, infectious disease or cold reaches its
highest point or occurs most frequently in a
population
peak period



pediculosis

peaky / pi ki/ adjective thin, pale, and sickly
in appearance (informal )
pearl /p! l/ 쏡 Bohn’s nodules
Pearson bed / pəs(ə)n bed/ noun a type of
bed with a Balkan frame, a rectangular frame
attached to and overhanging the bed, used
mainly for people with splints
peau d’orange /pəυ dɒ rɑ n/ noun thickened skin with many little depressions caused
by lymphoedema which forms over a breast tumour or in elephantiasis (NOTE: From the
peaky



pearl

Pearson bed



peau d’orange





French phrase meaning ‘orange peel’.)

pecten / pektən/ noun 1. the middle section
of the wall of the anal passage 2. a hard ridge
on the pubis
pectineal /pek tniəl/ adjective 1. referring to
the pecten of the pubis 2. referring to a structure with ridges like a comb
pectoral / pekt(ə)rəl/ noun 1. a therapeutic
substance which has a good effect on respiratory disease 2. same as pectoral muscle 쐽 adjective referring to the chest
pectoral girdle /pekt(ə)rəl &! d(ə)l/ noun
the shoulder bones, the scapulae and clavicles,
to which the upper arm bones are attached.
Also called shoulder girdle
pectoralis /pektə rels/ noun a chest muscle
pectoralis major /pektə rels medə/
noun a large chest muscle which pulls the arm
forward or rotates it
pectoralis minor /pektərels manə/
noun a small chest muscle which allows the
shoulder to be depressed
pectoral muscle / pekt(ə)rəl m"s(ə)l/
noun one of two muscles which lie across the
chest and control movements of the shoulder
and arm. Also called chest muscle
pectus / pektəs/ noun the anterior part of the
chest
pectus carinatum /pektəs kr nɑ təm/
noun a condition in which the sternum is unusually prominent. Also called pigeon breast
pectus excavatum /pektəs ekskə
vetəm/ noun a congenital condition, in
which the chest is depressed in the centre because the lower part of the breastbone is
curved backwards. Also called funnel chest
pedes / pi diz/ plural of pes
pediatrics /pi di trks/ noun US same as
pecten



pectineal



pectoral



pectoral girdle



pectoralis





pectoralis major



pectoralis minor



pectoral muscle



pectus



pectus carinatum





pectus excavatum





pedes



pediatrics





paediatrics
pedicle / pedk(ə)l/ noun 1. a long thin piece
pedicle



of skin which attaches a skin graft to the place
where it was growing originally 2. a piece of
tissue which connects a tumour to healthy tissue 3. a bridge which connects the lamina of a
vertebra to the body
pediculicide /p dkjυlsad/ noun a chemical substance that kills lice
pediculosis /pdkjυ ləυss/ noun a skin
disease caused by being infested with lice
pediculicide



pediculosis
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Pediculus /p dkjυləs/ noun same as louse
Pediculus



(NOTE: The plural is Pediculi.)
Pediculus capitis /pdkjυləs kə pats/
noun same as head louse
pedo- /pi d/ prefix same as paedopedodontia /pi də dɒnʃə/ noun the study of
Pediculus capitis





pedo-

pedodontia





children’s teeth
pedodontist /pi də dɒntst/ noun a dentist
who specialises in the treatment of children’s
teeth
peduncle /p d"ŋkəl/ noun a stem or stalk
pedunculate /p d"ŋkjulet/ adjective having a stem or stalk. Opposite sessile
pee /pi / verb same as urinate (informal )
peel /pi l/ verb 1. to take the skin off a fruit or
vegetable 2. (of skin) to come off in pieces 쑗
After getting sunburnt, his skin began to peel.
PEEP abbr positive end-expiratory pressure
peer review / pə rvju / noun an assessment of a piece of someone’s work by people
who are experts on the subject
PEFR abbr peak expiratory flow rate
Pel–Ebstein fever /pel ebstan fi və/
noun a fever associated with Hodgkin’s disease which recurs regularly [Described 1885.
pedodontist





peduncle



pedunculate



pee

peel

PEEP

peer review





PEFR

Pel–Ebstein fever



After Pieter Klaases Pel (1852–1919), Professor
of Medicine in Amsterdam, Netherlands; Wilhelm Ebstein (1836–1912), Professor of Medicine at Göttingen, Germany.]
pellagra /pə l&rə/ noun a disease caused by
pellagra



a deficiency of nicotinic acid, riboflavine and
pyridoxine from the vitamin B complex,
where patches of skin become inflamed, and
the person has anorexia, nausea and diarrhoea
COMMENT: In some cases of pellagra the patient’s mental faculties can be affected, with
depression, headaches and numbness of the
extremities. Treatment is by improving the patient’s diet.
Pellegrini–Stieda’s disease /pelə&ri ni
sti dəz dzi z/ noun a disease where an injuPellegrini–Stieda’s disease





ry to the knee causes the ligament to become
calcified [Described 1905. After Augusto Pelli-

grini, surgeon in Florence, Italy; Alfred Stieda
(1869–1945), Professor of Surgery at Königsberg, Germany.]
pellet / pelt/ noun 1. a small rod- or ovalpellet



shaped pill of steroid hormone, usually either
oestrogen or testosterone, that is implanted under the skin for slow absorption 2. solid sediment at the base of a container after centrifuging
pellicle / pelk(ə)l/ noun a thin layer of skin
tissue
pellucida /p lu sdə/ 쏡 zona pellucida
pelves / pelvi z/ plural of pelvis
pelvic / pelvk/ adjective referring to the pelvis
pelvic brim /pelvk brm/ noun a line on
the ilium which separates the false pelvis from
the true pelvis
pellicle



pellucida



pelves



pelvic



pelvic brim



pelvic cavity /pelvk kvti/ noun a space
below the abdominal cavity, above the pelvis
pelvic colon /pelvk kəυlɒn/ noun same as
pelvic cavity



pelvic colon



sigmoid colon

pelvic diaphragm /pelvk daəfrm/
noun a sheet of muscle between the pelvic cavity and the peritoneum
pelvic floor /pelvk flɔ / noun the lower
part of the space beneath the pelvic girdle,
formed of muscle
pelvic fracture /pelvk frktʃə/ noun a
fracture of the pelvis
pelvic girdle /pelvk &! d(ə)l/ noun the
ring formed by the two hip bones to which the
thigh bones are attached. Also called hip girpelvic diaphragm



pelvic floor



pelvic fracture



pelvic girdle



dle

pelvic inflammatory disease /pelvk n
flmət(ə)ri dzi z/ noun an inflammation of
a woman’s reproductive organs in the pelvic
area, which can cause infertility
pelvic outlet /pelvk aυtlet/ noun an opening at the base of the pelvis
pelvic version /pelvk v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun
turning a fetus around in the uterus by moving
the buttocks of the fetus
pelvimeter /pel vmtə/ noun an instrument
to measure the diameter and capacity of the
pelvis
pelvimetry /pel vmtri/ noun the act of
measuring the pelvis, especially to see if the
internal ring is wide enough for a baby to pass
through in childbirth
pelvis / pelvs/ noun 1. the strong basinshaped ring of bone near the bottom of the
spine, formed of the hip bones at the front and
sides and the sacrum and coccyx at the back 2.
the internal space inside the pelvic girdle
pelvic inflammatory disease







pelvic outlet



pelvic version



pelvimeter



pelvimetry



pelvis



(NOTE: [all senses] The plural is pelvises or pelves.)
COMMENT: The hip bones are each in three
sections: the ilium, the ischium and the pubis
and are linked in front by the pubic symphysis.
The pelvic girdle is shaped in a different way
in men and women, the internal space being
wider in women. The top part of the pelvis,
which does not form a complete ring, is called
the ‘false pelvis’; the lower part is the ‘true pelvis’.
pelvis of the kidney /pelvs əv ðə kdni/
noun same as renal pelvis. See illustration at
KIDNEY in Supplement (NOTE: For other terms
referring to the pelvis of the kidney, see words
beginning with pyel-, pyelo-.)
pemphigoid / pemf&ɔd/ noun a skin disease which is similar to pemphigus 쐽 adjective
pelvis of the kidney



pemphigoid



referring to a skin disease similar to pemphigus
pemphigus / pemf&əs/ noun a rare disease
where large blisters form inside the skin
pendulous / pendjυləs/ adjective referring
to an object or body part which hangs loosely
or swings freely
penes / pi niz/ plural of penis
pemphigus



pendulous



penes
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penetrate / pentret/ verb to go through or
into something 쑗 The end of the broken bone
has penetrated the liver. 쑗 The ulcer burst,
penetrating the wall of the duodenum.
penetration /pen treʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
penetrating 쑗 the penetration of the vagina by
the penis 쑗 penetration of an ovum by a spermatozoon
-penia /pi niə/ suffix meaning a deficiency or
not enough of something
penicillamine /pen sləmi n/ noun a
chelating agent which is used to help the body
get rid of toxic metals
penicillin /pen sln/ noun a common antibiotic originally produced from a fungus
penetrate



penetration





-penia

penicillamine





penicillin





(NOTE: Penicillin drugs have names ending in cillin: amoxicillin.)
COMMENT: Penicillin is effective against many
microbial diseases, but some people can be
allergic to it, and this fact should be noted on
medical record cards.
penicillinase /pen slnez/ noun an enpenicillinase





zyme produced by some bacteria that inactivates penicillin, used to treat adverse reactions
to penicillin
penicillin resistance /pensln r
zstəns/ noun the ability of bacteria to resist
penicillin
Penicillium /pen sliəm/ noun the fungus
from which penicillin is derived
penile / pi nal/ adjective referring to the penis
penile urethra /pi nal jυ ri θrə/ noun a
tube in the penis through which urine and semen pass
penis / pi ns/ noun the male genital organ,
which also passes urine. See illustration at
UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement. 쒁
penicillin resistance





Penicillium





penile



penile urethra





penis



kraurosis penis
COMMENT: The penis is a mass of tissue containing the urethra. When stimulated the tissue of the penis fills with blood and becomes
erect.
pentamidine /pen tmdi n/ noun an antipentamidine



biotic used in the treatment of African sleeping
sickness and of pneumonia in people with
AIDS
pentazocine /pen tzəsi n/ noun an artificially produced narcotic drug used to reduce
pain
pentose / pentəυz/ noun a sugar containing
five carbon atoms
pentosuria /pentə sjυəriə/ noun a condition in which pentose is present in the urine
Pentothal / pentəθl/ a trade name for thiopentone
Peplau’s model / peplaυz mɒd(ə)l/ noun a
model for nursing which describes the individual as a system with physiological, psychological and social components. The nurse and patient work together to define the patient’s
problems and to understand their reactions to
pentazocine



pentose



pentosuria





Pentothal



Peplau’s model



percutaneous angioplasty

one another, and the nurse takes on different
roles in each phase of the relationship, such as
a teacher, counsellor, leader, and technical expert, until the patient no longer needs their
care.
pepsin / pepsn/ noun an enzyme in the
stomach which breaks down the proteins in
food into peptones
pepsinogen /pep snədən/ noun a secretion from the gastric gland which is the inactive form of pepsin
peptic / peptk/ adjective referring to digestion or to the digestive system
peptic ulcer /peptk "lsə/ noun a benign
ulcer in the duodenum or in the stomach
peptidase / peptdez/ noun an enzyme
which breaks down proteins in the intestine
into amino acids
peptide / peptad/ noun a compound formed
of two or more amino acids
peptone / peptəυn/ noun a substance produced by the action of pepsins on proteins in
food
peptonuria /peptə njυəriə/ noun a condition in which peptones are present in the urine
per /p! , pə/ preposition 1. out of each 쑗 ten
per thousand 2. by or through 쑗 per rectum
per cent /pə sent/ noun, adjective, adverb in
or for every hundred 쑗 Fifty per cent (50%) of
the tests were positive. 쑗 Seventy-five per cent
(75%) of hospital cases remain in hospital for
less than four days. 왍 there has been a five
per cent increase in applications the number
of applications has gone up by five in every
hundred 왍 new cases have decreased twenty
per cent this year the number of new cases
has gone down by twenty in every hundred
percentage /pə sentd/ noun the proportion rate in every hundred or for every hundred
쑗 What is the percentage of long-stay patients
in the hospital?
perception /pə sepʃən/ noun an impression
formed in the brain as a result of information
about the outside world which is passed back
by the senses
perceptive deafness /peseptv defnəs/
noun same as sensorineural deafness
percussion /pə k"ʃ(ə)n/ noun a test, usually
on the heart and lungs, in which the doctor taps
part of the person’s body and listens to the
sound produced
percutaneous /p! kju teniəs/ adjective
through the skin
percutaneous absorption /p! kju te*
niəs əb zɔ pʃən/ noun the process of absorbing a substance through the skin
percutaneous angioplasty /p! kju te*
niəs ndiəplsti/ noun the repair of a narrowed artery by passing a balloon into the artery through a catheter and then inflating it.
Also called balloon angioplasty
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percutaneous epididymal sperm aspiration
/pkjuteniəs
epddm(ə)l
spm spreʃ(ə)n/ noun the removal of
sperm from the epididymis by withdrawing it
through the skin, usually as part of fertility
treatment. Abbr PESA
per diem /p diem/ adverb (written on prescriptions) per day
perennial /pəreniəl/ adjective which continues all the time, for a period of years 쑗 She has
perennial bronchial asthma.
perforate /pfəret/ verb to make a hole
through something 쑗 The ulcer perforated the
duodenum.
perforated
eardrum
/pfəretd
ədrm/ noun an eardrum with a hole in it
perforated ulcer /pfəretd lsə/ noun
an ulcer which has made a hole in the wall of
the intestine
perforation /pfəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a hole
through the whole thickness of a tissue or
membrane such as the intestine or eardrum
perform /pəfɔm/ verb 1. to do an operation
쑗 A team of three surgeons performed the
heart transplant operation. 2. to work 쑗 The
new heart has performed very well. 쑗 The kidneys are not performing as well as they should.
performance /pəfɔməns/ noun a way in
which something works 쑗 The doctors are not
satisfied with the performance of the transplanted heart.
performance indicators /pəfɔməns n
dketəz/ plural noun statistical information
needed for analysis of how effectively health
organisations are meeting their objectives,
produced by health authorities and sent to the
government. Abbr PIs
perfuse /pəfjuz/ verb to introduce a liquid
into tissue or an organ, especially by circulating it through blood vessels
perfusion /pəfju(ə)n/ noun the process of
passing a liquid through vessels, an organ or
tissue, e.g. the flow of blood into lung tissue
perfusion scan /pəfju(ə)n skn/ noun a
procedure in which radioactive or radiopaque
substances are introduced into the body so that
the blood supply of an organ can be traced
peri- /peri/ prefix near, around or enclosing
periadenitis /periəd nats/ noun inflammation of tissue around a gland
perianal /perien(ə)l/ adjective around the
anus
perianal haematoma /perien(ə)l himə
təυmə/ noun a small painful swelling outside
the anus caused by forcing a bowel movement
periarteritis /periɑtə rats/ noun inflammation of the outer coat of an artery and the
tissue round it
periarteritis nodosa /periɑtərats nəυ
dəυsə/ noun same as polyarteritis nodosa
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periarthritis /periɑθrats/ noun inflammation of the tissue round a joint
pericard- /perikɑd/ prefix referring to the
pericardium
pericardectomy /perikɑdektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of the pericardium
pericardial /perikɑdiəl/ adjective referring
to the pericardium
pericardial effusion /perikɑdiəl 
fju(ə)n/ noun an excess of fluid which
forms in the pericardial sac
pericardial
friction
/perikɑdiəl
frkʃ(ə)n/ noun the rubbing together of the
two parts of the pericardium in pericarditis
pericardial sac /perikɑdiəl sk/ noun the
inner part of the pericardium forming a baglike structure or sac which contains fluid to
prevent the two parts of the pericardium rubbing together
pericardiectomy /perikɑdiektəmi/ noun
same as pericardectomy
pericardiocentesis
/perikɑdiəυsen
tiss/ noun the puncture of the pericardium to
remove fluid
pericardiorrhaphy /perikɑdiɔrəfi/ noun
a surgical operation to repair a wound in the
pericardium
pericardiostomy /perikɑdiɒstəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to open the pericardium
through the thoracic wall to drain off fluid
pericardiotomy /perikɑdiɒtəmi/ noun
same as pericardotomy
pericarditis /perikɑdats/ noun inflammation of the pericardium 왍 acute pericarditis a sudden attack of fever and pains in the
chest, caused by the two parts of the pericardium rubbing together
pericardium /perikɑdiəm/ noun a membrane which surrounds and supports the heart
pericardotomy /perikɑdɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to open the pericardium
perichondritis /perikɒndrats/ noun inflammation of cartilage, especially in the outer
ear
perichondrium /perikɒndriəm/ noun the
fibrous connective tissue which covers cartilage
pericolpitis /perikɒlpats/ noun inflammation of the connective tissue round the vagina. Also called paracolpitis
pericranium /perikreniəm/ noun connective tissue which covers the surface of the skull
pericystitis /perisistats/ noun inflammation of the structures round the bladder, usually caused by infection in the uterus
perifolliculitis /perifɒlkjulats/ noun
inflammation of the skin round hair follicles
perihepatitis /perihepətats/ noun inflammation of the membrane round the liver
perilymph /perilmf/ noun a fluid found in
the labyrinth of the inner ear
periarthritis
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perimenopause /peri menəpɔ z/ noun the
few years before the menopause, in which oestrogen levels start to fall
perimeter /pə rmtə/ noun 1. an instrument
to measure the field of vision 2. the length of
the outside line around an enclosed area
perimetritis /perimə trats/ noun inflammation of the perimetrium
perimetrium /peri mi triəm/ noun a membrane round the uterus
perimetry /pə rmtri/ noun a measurement
of the field of vision
perimysium /peri masiəm/ noun a sheath
which surrounds a bundle of muscle fibres
perinatal /per net(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the period just before and after childbirth
perinatal mortality rate /perinet(ə)l mɔ
tlti ret/ noun the number of babies born
dead or who die during the period immediately
after childbirth, shown per thousand babies
born
perinatal period /peri net(ə)l pəriəd/
noun the period of time before and after childbirth, from the 28th week after conception to
the first week after delivery
perinatologist /perinə tɒlədst/ noun an
obstetrician who is a specialist in perinatology
perinatology /perinə tɒlədi/ noun a
branch of medicine which studies and treats
physiological and pathological conditions affecting the mother and/or infant just before
and just after the birth of a baby
perineal /per ni əl/ adjective referring to
the perineum
perineal body /perni əl bɒdi/ noun the
mass of muscle and fibres between the anus
and the vagina or prostate
perineal muscle /perni əl m"s(ə)l/ noun
one of the muscles which lie in the perineum
perineoplasty /peri ni əplsti/ noun a surgical operation to repair the perineum by grafting tissue
perineorrhaphy /perini ɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to stitch up a perineum which
has torn during childbirth
perinephric /peri nefrk/ adjective around
the kidney
perinephritis /perin frats/ noun inflammation of tissue round the kidney, which
spreads from an infected kidney
perinephrium /peri nefriəm/ noun the fatty
tissue that is around a kidney
perineum /per ni əm/ noun the skin and
tissue between the opening of the urethra and
the anus
perineurium /peri njυəriəm/ noun connective tissue which surrounds bundles of nerve
fibres
periocular /peri ɒkjυlə/ adjective around
the eyeball
perimenopause
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periosteotome

period / pəriəd/ noun 1. a length of time 쑗
The patient regained consciousness after a
short period of time. 쑗 She is allowed out of
bed for two periods each day. 2. menstruation
or the menses, bleeding from the uterus which
occurs in a woman each month when the lining
of the uterus is shed because no fertilised egg
is present 쑗 She always has heavy periods. 쑗
Some women experience abdominal pain during their periods. 쑗 She has bleeding between
periods.
periodic /pəri ɒdk/ adjective occurring
from time to time 쑗 He has periodic attacks of
migraine. 쑗 She has to go to the clinic for periodic checkups.
periodic fever /pəriɒdk fi və/ noun a
disease of the kidneys, common in Mediterranean countries
periodicity /pəriə dsti/ noun the timing
of recurrent attacks of a disease
periodic paralysis /pəriɒdk pə rləss/
noun recurrent attacks of weakness where the
level of potassium in the blood is low
periodontal /periəυ dɒnt(ə)l/, periodontic
/periəυ dɒntk/ adjective referring to the area
around the teeth
periodontal membrane /periəυdɒnt(ə)l
membren/, periodontal ligament /periəυ
dɒnt(ə)l l&əmənt/ noun a ligament which
attaches a tooth to the bone of the jaw
periodontics /periəυ dɒntks/, periodontia /periəυ dɒnʃə/ noun the study of diseases
of the periodontal membrane
periodontist /periəυ dɒntst/ noun a dentist who specialises in the treatment of gum
diseases
periodontitis /periəυdɒn tats/ noun an
infection of the periodontal membrane leading
to pyorrhoea, and resulting in the teeth falling
out if untreated
periodontium /periəυ dɒnʃiəm/ noun 1.
the gums, bone and periodontal membrane
around a tooth 2. same as periodontal memperiod
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perionychia /periəυ nkiə/, perionyxis /
periəυ nkss/ noun a painful swelling round
a fingernail
perionychium /periəυ nkiəm/ noun the
skin that is round a fingernail or toenail
perioperative /peri ɒp(ə)rətv/ adjective
before and after a surgical operation
perionychia









perionychium





perioperative





‘During the perioperative period little attention is
given to thermoregulation.’ [British Journal of
Nursing]
periorbital /periəυ ɔ bt(ə)l/ adjective
periorbital





around the eye socket
periosteal /peri ɒstiəl/ adjective referring
to, or attached to, the periosteum
periosteotome /peri ɒstiəυtəυm/ noun a
surgical instrument used to cut the periosteum
periosteal





periosteotome
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periosteum /peri ɒstiəm/ noun a dense layer of connective tissue around a bone. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement
periosteum
elevator
/periɒstiəm
eləvetə/ noun a surgical instrument used to
remove the periosteum from a bone
periostitis /periə stats/ noun inflammation of the periosteum
periotic /per ɒtk/ adjective referring to the
area around the ear, especially the bones
around the inner ear
peripheral /pə rf(ə)r-əl/ adjective at the
edge
peripheral nerves /pə rf(ə)rəl n! vz/ plural noun the parts of motor and sensory nerves
which branch from the brain and spinal cord
peripheral nervous system /pərf(ə)rəl
n! vəs sstəm/ noun all the nerves in different parts of the body which are linked and governed by the central nervous system. Abbr
periosteum
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PNS

peritomy /pə rtəmi/ noun 1. a surgical operation on the eye, where the conjunctiva is cut
in a circle round the cornea 2. circumcision
peritoneal /pertə ni əl/ adjective referring
to, or belonging to, the peritoneum
peritoneal cavity /pertəni əl kvti/
noun a space between the layers of the peritoneum, containing the major organs of the abdomen
peritoneal dialysis /pertəni əl da
ləss/ noun removing waste matter from
someone’s blood by introducing fluid into the
peritoneum which then acts as a filter, as opposed to haemodialysis
peritoneoscope /peri təυniəskəυp/ noun
same as laparoscope
peritoneoscopy /peritəυni ɒskəpi/ noun
same as laparoscopy
peritoneum /pertə ni əm/ noun a membrane which lines the abdominal cavity and
covers the organs in it
peritonitis /pertə nats/ noun inflammation of the peritoneum as a result of bacterial
infection
peritomy
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peripheral resistance /pərf(ə)rəl r
zstəns/ noun the ability of the peripheral
blood vessels to slow down the flow of blood
inside them
peripheral vascular disease /pərf(ə)rəl
vskjυlə dziz z/ noun a disease affecting
the blood vessels which supply the arms and
legs
peripheral
vasodilator
/pərf(ə)rəl
vezəυda letə/ noun a chemical substance
which acts to widen the blood vessels in the
arms and legs and so improves bad circulation
periphery /pə rf(ə)ri/ noun 1. the regions of
the body where the nerves end, such as the
sense organs or the muscles 2. the surface of
something
periphlebitis /perflə bats/ noun 1. inflammation of the outer coat of a vein 2. an inflammation of the connective tissue round a
vein
periproctitis /periprɒk tats/ noun swelling of the tissues around the rectum
perisalpingitis /perislpn dats/ noun
inflammation of the peritoneum and other
parts round a Fallopian tube
perisplenitis /perisplə nats/ noun inflammation of the peritoneum and other parts
round the spleen
peristalsis /per stlss/ noun the movement, like waves ,produced by alternate contraction and relaxation of muscles along an organ such as the intestine or oesophagus, which
pushes the contents of the organ along it. Compare antiperistalsis
peristaltic /per stltk/ adjective occurring in waves, as in peristalsis
peritendinitis /peritendi nats/ noun same
as tenosynovitis
peripheral resistance
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COMMENT: Peritonitis is a serious condition
and can have many causes. One of its effects
is to stop the peristalsis of the intestine so
making it impossible for a person to eat and
digest.
peritonsillar /peri tɒnslə/ adjective around
peritonsillar





the tonsils
peritonsillar
abscess
/peritɒnslə
bses/ noun same as quinsy
peritrichous /pə rtrkəs/ adjective referring
to bacteria where the surface of the cell is covered with flagella
perityphlitis /perit flats/ noun swelling
of the tissues around the caecum
periumbilical /peri"m blk(ə)l/ adjective
around the navel
periureteritis /perijυəritə rats/ noun inflammation of the tissue round a ureter, usually caused by inflammation of the ureter itself
periurethral /perijυə ri θrəl/ adjective
around the urethra
PERLA abbreviation Pupils Equal and Reactive to Light and Accommodation
perle /p! l/ noun a soft capsule of medicine
perleche /p! leʃ/ noun 1. inflammation,
with small cracks, at the corners of the mouth,
caused by infection, poor diet, or producing
too much saliva 2. candidiasis
permanent / p! mənənt/ adjective always
existing 쑗 The accident left him with a permanent disability.
permanently / p! mənəntli/ adverb always,
forever 쑗 He was permanently disabled by the
accident.
permanent teeth / p! mənənt ti θ/ noun
the teeth in an adult, which replace the child’s
milk teeth during childhood
peritonsillar abscess
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COMMENT:

The permanent teeth consist of
eight incisors, four canines, eight premolars
and twelve molars, the last four molars (one
on each side of the upper and lower jaw) being called the wisdom teeth.
permeability /p! miə blti/ noun (of a
membrane) the ability to allow some substancpermeability





es to pass through
permeable
membrane /p! miəb(ə)l
membren/ noun a membrane which allows
some substances to pass through it
pernicious /pə nʃəs/ adjective harmful or
dangerous, or unusually severe and likely to
end in death
pernicious anaemia /pənʃəs ə ni miə/
noun a disease where an inability to absorb vitamin B12 prevents the production of red blood
cells and damages the spinal cord. Also called
permeable membrane



pernicious



pernicious anaemia





Addison’s anaemia
perniosis /p! ni əυss/ noun any condition
perniosis





caused by cold which affects blood vessels in
the skin
pero- /perəυ/ prefix malformed or impaired
peromelia /perəυ mi liə/ noun a congenital
condition in which the limbs have developed
unusually
peroneal /perəυ ni əl/ adjective referring to
the outside of the leg
peroneal muscle /perəυ ni əl m"s(ə)l/,
peroneus /perəυ ni əs/ noun one of three
muscles, the peroneus brevis, longus and tertius, on the outside of the lower leg which make
the leg turn outwards
peroperative /pə rɒp(ə)rətv/ adjective taking place during a surgical operation
peroral /pə rɔ rəl/ adjective through the
mouth
per os /pər ɒs/ adverb referring to a drug or
other substance to be taken through the mouth
persecute / p! skju t/ verb to make someone suffer all the time 쑗 In paranoia, the patient feels he is being persecuted.
persecution /p! s kju ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of being made to suffer
perseveration /p! sevə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of repeating actions or words without any
stimulus
persist /pə sst/ verb to continue for some
time 쑗 The weakness in the right arm persisted
for two weeks.
persistent /pə sstənt/ adjective continuing
for some time 쑗 treatment aimed at the relief
of persistent angina 쑗 She had a persistent
cough.
persistent vegetative state /pəsstənt
vedtətv stet/ noun a condition in which
someone is alive and breathes, but shows no
brain activity, and will never recover consciousness. Abbr PVS
person / p! s(ə)n/ noun a man or woman
personal / p! s(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring or
belonging to a person 쑗 Only certain senior
pero-
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person



personal



pessary

members of staff can consult the personal
records of the patients.
personal care / p! s(ə)nəl keə/ noun the act
of washing, toileting and dressing someone
who cannot do these things for themselves
personal hygiene /p! s(ə)n(ə)l hadi n/
noun the standards someone has of looking after parts of their body such as hair, skin, teeth
and breath, hands and nails, and keeping them
clean
personality /p! sə nlti/ noun all the characteristics which are typical of one particular
person and the way he or she thinks and behaves, and which make him or her different
from other people
personal care



personal hygiene



personality





‘Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive disorder which
sees a gradual decline in intellectual functioning and
deterioration of personality and physical coordination and activity’ [Nursing Times]
personality disorder /p! sə nlti ds
ɔ də/ noun a disorder which affects the way a
personality disorder







person behaves, especially in relation to other
people
personnel /p! sə nel/ noun members of
staff 쑗 All hospital personnel must be immunised against hepatitis. 쑗 Only senior personnel can inspect the patients’ medical records.
personnel





(NOTE: Personnel is singular.)
perspiration /p! spə reʃ(ə)n/ noun sweat
or the action of sweating 쑗 Perspiration broke
perspiration





out on her forehead.
COMMENT: Perspiration is formed in the sweat
glands under the epidermis and cools the
body as the moisture evaporates from the
skin. Sweat contains salt, and in hot countries
it may be necessary to take salt tablets to replace the salt lost through perspiration.
perspire /pə spaə/ verb to produce moisture
perspire



through the sweat glands
Perthes’ disease / p! ti z dzi z/, Perthes’ hip /p! ti z hp/ noun a disease found
in young boys, in which the upper end of the
femur degenerates and does not develop as expected, sometimes resulting in a permanent
limp
pertussis /pə t"ss/ noun same as whooping
Perthes’ disease







pertussis



cough

perversion /pə v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a form of behaviour which is thought to be unnatural, dangerous or disgusting 쑗 He is suffering from a
form of sexual perversion.
pes /pes/ noun a foot
PESA abbr percutaneous epididymal sperm
aspiration
pes cavus /pes kevəs/ noun same as claw
perversion



pes

PESA

pes cavus

foot

pes planus /pes plenəs/ noun same as flat
pes planus

foot

pessary / pesəri/ noun 1. a drug in soluble
material which is pushed into the vagina and
absorbed into the blood there. Also called vaginal suppository 2. a contraceptive device
worn inside the vagina to prevent spermatozoa
pessary
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entering 3. a device like a ring, which is put
into the vagina as treatment for prolapse of the
uterus
pest /pest/ noun an animal which carries disease, attacks plants and animals and harms or
kills them 쑗 a spray to remove insect pests
pesticide / pestsad/ noun a substance
which kills pests
PET abbr positron-emission tomography
petechia /pe ti kiə/ noun a small red spot
which does not go white when pressed, caused
by bleeding under the skin (NOTE: The plural is
pest

pesticide



PET

petechia



pethidine / peθdi n/ noun a synthetically
produced narcotic drug, used to reduce pain
and as a sedative
petit mal /peti ml/ noun a less severe form
of epilepsy, where loss of consciousness attacks last only a few seconds and the person
appears simply to be thinking deeply. Compare grand mal
Petri dish / pi tri dʃ/ noun a small glass or
plastic dish with a lid, in which a culture is
grown
petrissage /petr sɑ / noun an action used
in massaging the muscles
petrosal /pə trəυs(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the petrous part of the temporal bone
petrositis /petrəυ sats/ noun inflammation of the petrous part of the temporal bone
petrous / petrəs/ adjective 1. like stone 2.
petrosal
petrous bone / petrəs bəυn/ noun the part
of the temporal bone which forms the base of
the skull and the inner and middle ears
PET scan / pet skn/ noun an image of a
cross-section, usually of the brain, that shows
metabolic processes
-pexy /peksi/ suffix referring to fixation of an
organ by surgery
Peyer’s patches /paəz ptʃz/ plural
noun patches of lymphoid tissue on the mucous membrane of the small intestine [Depethidine
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-pexy

Peyer’s patches



scribed 1677. After Johann Conrad Peyer
(1653–1712), Swiss anatomist.]
Peyronie’s disease / perəni z dzi z/
noun a condition associated with Dupuytren’s
Peyronie’s disease





contracture in which hard fibre develops in the
penis which becomes painful when erect [Described 1743. After François de la Peyronie
(1678–1747), Surgeon to Louis XV in Paris,
France.]
PGEA abbr postgraduate education allowance
pH /pi etʃ/ noun the concentration of hyPGEA

pH



drogen ions in a solution, which determines its
acidity
COMMENT: The pH factor is shown as a
number: pH 7 is neutral, pH 8 and above show
that the solution is alkaline and pH 6 and below show that the solution is acid.
phaco- /fkəυ/ prefix referring to the lens of

the eye







phaeochromocytoma







phag-

fore vowels)

phage /fed/ noun same as bacteriophage
-phage /fed/ suffix referring to something
which eats
phagedaena /fdə di nə/ noun an ulcer
that spreads rapidly
-phagia /fedə/ suffix referring to eating
phago- /f&əυ/ prefix referring to eating
phagocyte / f&əυsat/ noun a cell, especially a white blood cell, which can surround
and destroy other cells such as bacteria cells
phagocytic /f&ə stk/ adjective 1. referring to phagocytes 쑗 Monocytes become
phagocytic during infection. 2. destroying
cells
phagocytosis /f&əυsa təυss/ noun destruction of bacteria cells and foreign bodies
by phagocytes
phakic / fkk/ adjective referring to an eye
which has its natural lens
phako- /fkəυ/ prefix same as phacophalangeal /fə lndiəl/ adjective referring
to the phalanges
phalanges /fə lndi z/ plural of phalanx
phalangitis /flən dats/ noun inflammation of the fingers or toes caused by infection of tissue
phalanx / flŋks/ noun a bone in a finger
or toe. See illustration at HAND in Supplement,
FOOT in Supplement
phage

petechiae.)

phaco-

phacoemulsification
/fkəυm"lsf
keʃ(ə)n/ noun an ultrasonic technique which
turns a cataract in the eye into liquid. It is then
removed by suction and a plastic lens is put
into the eye.
phaeochromocytoma /fi əυkrəυməυsa
təυmə/ noun a tumour of the adrenal glands
which affects the secretion of hormones such
as adrenaline, which in turn results in hypertension and hyperglycaemia
phag- /f&/ prefix same as phago- (used bephacoemulsification

-phage

phagedaena





-phagia

phago-
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phalanges



phalangitis





phalanx



COMMENT: The fingers and toes have three
phalanges each, except the thumb and big
toe, which have only two.
phalloplasty / fləυplsti/ noun a surgical
phalloplasty



operation to repair a damaged or deformed penis
phantom / fntəm/ noun 1. a model of the
whole body or part of the body, used to practise or demonstrate surgical operations 2. an
image not brought about by actual stimuli,
something which is not there but seems to be
there
phantom limb /fntəm lm/ noun a condition in which someone seems to feel sensations in a limb which has been amputated
phantom
pregnancy
/fntəm
pre&nənsi/ noun same as pseudocyesis
phantom tumour /fntəm tju mə/ noun
a condition in which a swelling occurs which
imitates a swelling caused by a tumour
phantom



phantom limb



phantom pregnancy



phantom tumour
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Pharm. abbr 1. pharmacopoeia 2. pharmacy
3. pharmaceutical
pharmaceutical /fɑ mə sju tk(ə)l/ adjective referring to pharmacy or drugs
pharmaceutical
products
/ fɑ mə
sju tk(ə)l prɒd"kts/ plural noun medicines,
pills, lozenges or creams which are sold in
chemists’ shops
pharmaceuticals /fɑ mə sju tk(ə)lz/ plural noun drugs prescribed as medicines
Pharmaceutical
Society
/fɑ mə
sju tk(ə)l səsaəti/ noun a professional association for pharmacists
pharmaceutics /fɑ mə sju tks/ noun the
science of the preparation and dispensing of
prescribed drugs 쐽 plural noun drugs prescribed as medicines
pharmacist / fɑ məsst/ noun a trained person who is qualified to prepare medicines according to the instructions on a doctor’s prescription
Pharm.

pharmaceutical





pharmaceutical products





pharmaceuticals





Pharmaceutical Society







pharmaceutics





pharmacist



COMMENT:

In the UK, qualified pharmacists
must be registered by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain before they can
practise.
pharmaco- /fɑ məkəυ/ prefix referring to
pharmaco-

drugs
pharmacodynamic
/fɑ məkəυda
nmk/ adjective referring to a property of a
drug which affects the part where it is applied
pharmacodynamics
/fɑ məkəυda
nmks/ plural noun the study of the effects
of drugs on living organisms, and especially of
how much the body’s response changes when
you increase the dose of a drug. Compare
pharmacodynamic





pharmacodynamics





pharmacokinetics (NOTE: Takes a singular
verb.)
pharmacogenomics
/fɑ məkəυdi
nɒmks/ plural noun the study of the relationpharmacogenomics





ship between a person’s genetic makeup and
response to drug treatments (NOTE: Takes a sin-

gular verb.)

pharmacokinetic
/fɑ məkəυka netk/
adjective referring to a property of a drug
which has an effect over a period of time
pharmacokinetics /fɑ məkəυka netks/
plural noun 1. the study of how the body reacts
to drugs over a period of time. Compare pharpharmacokinetic





pharmacokinetics





macodynamics (NOTE: Takes a singular verb.)
2. the way in which a drug interacts with the

body
pharmacological
/fɑ məkə lɒdk(ə)l/
adjective referring to pharmacology
pharmacologist /fɑ mə kɒlədst/ noun a
scientist who specialises in the study of drugs
pharmacology /fɑ mə kɒlədi/ noun the
study of drugs or medicines, and their actions,
properties and characteristics
pharmacopoeia /fɑ məkə pi ə/ noun an
official list of drugs, their methods of preparation, dosages and the ways in which they
should be used
pharmacological





pharmacologist





pharmacology





pharmacopoeia





pharynx
COMMENT:

The British Pharmocopoeia is the
official list of drugs used in the UK The drugs
listed in it have the letters BP after their name.
In the US the official list is the United States
Pharmacopeia or USP.
pharmacotherapy
/fɑ məkəυ θerəpi/
pharmacotherapy





noun the use of drugs to treat conditions, espe-

cially psychiatric disorders
pharmacy / fɑ məsi/ noun 1. the study of the
making and dispensing of drugs 쑗 He has a
qualification in pharmacy. 2. a shop or department in a hospital where drugs are prepared
Pharmacy Act / fɑ məsi kt/ noun in the
UK, one of several Acts of Parliament which
regulate the making, prescribing and selling of
drugs, e.g. the Pharmacy and Poisons Act
1933, the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and the
Poisons Act 1972
pharyng- /frnd/ prefix same as pharynpharmacy



Pharmacy Act



pharyng-

go- (used before vowels)
pharyngeal /frn di əl/ adjective referpharyngeal





ring to the pharynx
pharyngeal pouch /frndi əl paυtʃ/
noun one of the pouches on each side of the
throat of an embryo. Also called visceral
pharyngeal pouch



pouch

pharyngeal
tonsils
/frndi əl
tɒns(ə)lz/ plural noun same as adenoids
pharyngectomy /frn dektəmi/ noun
the surgical removal of part of the pharynx, especially in cases of cancer of the pharynx
pharynges /fə rndi z/ plural of pharynx
pharyngismus /frn dzməs/, pharyngism / frndz(ə)m/ noun a spasm which
contracts the muscles of the pharynx
pharyngitis /frn dats/ noun inflammation of the pharynx
pharyngo- /fərŋ&əυ/ prefix referring to the
pharynx
pharyngocele /fə rŋ&əυsi l/ noun 1. a cyst
which opens off the pharynx 2. a hernia of part
of the pharynx
pharyngolaryngeal /fərŋ&əυlə rndiəl/
adjective referring to the pharynx and the larynx
pharyngology /frn &ɒlədi/ noun the
specialty in medicine that deals with the
throat, its diseases and their treatment
pharyngoscope /fə rŋ&əυskəυp/ noun an
instrument with a light attached, used by a
doctor to examine the pharynx
pharyngotympanic tube /fərŋ&əυtm
pnk tju b/ noun one of two tubes which
connect the back of the throat to the middle
ear. Also called Eustachian tube
pharynx / frŋks/ noun a muscular passage
leading from the back of the mouth to the
oesophagus (NOTE: The plural is pharynges or
pharyngeal tonsils



pharyngectomy





pharynges



pharyngismus







pharyngitis





pharyngo-

pharyngocele



pharyngolaryngeal





pharyngology





pharyngoscope



pharyngotympanic tube



pharynx



pharynxes.)
COMMENT: The nasal cavity (or nasopharynx)
leads to the back of the mouth (or oropharynx)
and then into the pharynx itself, which in turn
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becomes the oesophagus when it reaches the
sixth cervical vertebra. The pharynx is the
channel both for air and food; the trachea (or
windpipe) leads off it before it joins the
oesophagus. The upper part of the pharynx
(the nasopharynx) connects with the middle
ear through the Eustachian tubes. When air
pressure in the middle ear is not equal to that
outside, as when going up or down in an aeroplane, the tube becomes blocked and pressure can be reduced by swallowing.
phase /fez/ noun a stage or period of development 쑗 If the cancer is diagnosed in its earphase

ly phase, the chances of complete cure are
much greater.
phenazopyridine /fənzəυ prdi n/ noun
a drug used to reduce pain in conditions of the
urinary tract, such as cystitis
phenobarbitone /fi nəυ bɑ btəυn/ noun
a barbiturate drug which is used as a sedative,
a hypnotic and an anticonvulsant
phenol / fi nɒl/ noun a strong disinfectant
used for external use. Also called carbolic
phenazopyridine





phenobarbitone





phenol



acid

phleb- /fleb/ prefix same as phlebo- (used bephleb-

fore vowels)

phlebectomy /fl bektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of a vein or part of a vein
phlebitis /fl bats/ noun inflammation of a
vein
phlebo- /flebəυ/ prefix referring to a vein
phlebogram / flebə&rm/ noun an X-ray
picture of a vein or system of veins. Also
called venogram
phlebography /fl bɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
examination of a vein using a radio-opaque
dye so that the vein will show up on the film.
Also called venography
phlebolith / flebəlθ/ noun a stone which
forms in a vein as a result of an old thrombus
becoming calcified
phlebothrombosis /flebəυθrɒm bəυss/
noun a blood clot in a deep vein in the legs or
pelvis, which can easily detach and form an
embolus in a lung
phlebotomise /fl bɒtəmaz/, phlebotomize verb to make a cut in a person’s vein to
take blood for testing
phlebotomy /fl bɒtəmi/ noun an operation
where a vein or an artery is cut so that blood
can be removed, as when taking blood from a
donor
phlegm /flem/ noun same as sputum 쑗 She
was coughing up phlegm into her handkerchief.
phlegmasia alba dolens /fle&meziə
lbə dəυləns/ noun same as milk leg
phlyctena /flk ti nə/, phlycten / flktən/
noun 1. a small blister caused by a burn 2. a
small vesicle on the conjunctiva
phlyctenule /flk tenju l/ noun 1. a tiny blister on the cornea or conjunctiva 2. any small
blister
phobia / fəυbiə/ noun an unusually strong
and irrational fear 쑗 She has a phobia about or
of dogs. 쑗 Fear of snakes is one of the commonest phobias.
-phobia /fəυbiə/ suffix neurotic fear of something 쑗 agoraphobia 쑗 claustrophobia
phobic / fəυbk/ adjective referring to a phobia
-phobic /fəυbk/ suffix a person who has a
phobia of something
phobic anxiety /fəυbk ŋ zaəti/ noun
state of worry caused by a phobia
phocomelia /fəυkə mi liə/, phocomely
/fəυ kɒməli/ noun 1. a congenital condition in
which the upper parts of the limbs are missing
or poorly developed, leaving the hands or feet
directly attached to the body 2. a congenital
condition in which the legs develop as usual,
but the arms are absent or underdeveloped
phon- /fəυn/ prefix same as phono- (used bephlebectomy



phlebitis



phlebo-

phlebogram



phlebography



phlebolith



phlebothrombosis





phlebotomise



phenomenon /fə nɒmnən/ noun 1. a fact or
situation which can be observed 2. someone or
something that is considered to be extraordinary and marvellous
phenotype / fi nəυtap/ noun the particular
characteristics of an organism. Compare genphenomenon



phenotype



otype
‘…all cancers may be reduced to fundamental mechanisms based on cancer risk genes or oncogenes
within ourselves. An oncogene is a gene that encodes
a protein that contributes to the malignant phenotype
of the cell.’ [British Medical Journal]
phenylalanine /fi nal ləni n/ noun an esphenylalanine





sential amino acid
phenylketonuria /fi nalki təυ njυəriə/
noun a hereditary condition which affects the
way in which the body breaks down phenylalanine, which in turn concentrates toxic metabolites in the nervous system causing brain
damage
phenylketonuria







COMMENT: To have phenylketonuria, a child
has to inherit the gene from both parents. The
condition can be treated by giving the child a
special diet but early diagnosis is essential to
avoid brain damage.
phenytoin / fentɔn/ noun a drug which
phenytoin



helps to prevent convulsions, used in the treatment of epilepsy
pH factor /pi etʃ fktə/ noun a factor
which indicates acidity or alkalinity
phial / faəl/ noun a small medicine bottle
-philia /fliə/ suffix attraction to or liking for
something
philtrum / fltrəm/ noun 1. a groove in the
centre of the top lip 2. a drug believed to stimulate sexual desire
phimosis /fa məυss/ noun a condition in
which the foreskin is tight and has to be removed by circumcision
pH factor



phial



-philia

philtrum



phimosis



phlebotomy



phlegm

phlegmasia alba dolens



phlyctena





phlyctenule



phobia



-phobia

phobic



-phobic

phobic anxiety





phocomelia





phon-

fore vowels)
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phonation /fəυ neʃ(ə)n/ noun the production of vocal sounds, especially speech
phoniatrics /fəυni trks/ noun the study
of speech and disorders related to it
phono- /fəυnəυ/ prefix referring to sound or
voice
phonocardiogram /fəυnəυ kɑ diə&rm/
noun a chart of the sounds made by the heart
phonocardiograph /fəυnəυ kɑ diə&rf/
noun an instrument that amplifies heart sounds
and converts them into a visual display
phonocardiography
/fəυnəυkɑ di
ɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of recording the
sounds made by the heart
phonology /fə nɒlədi/ noun the study of
the system of speech sounds used in a particular language or in human speech generally
phonosurgery / fəυnəυs! dəri/ noun surgery performed to alter the quality of the voice
phosphataemia /fɒsfə ti miə/ noun the
presence of excess phosphates in the blood
phosphatase / fɒsfətez/ noun a group of
enzymes which are important in the cycle of
muscle contraction and in the calcification of
bones
phosphate / fɒsfet/ noun a salt of phosphoric acid
phosphaturia /fɒsfə tjυəriə/ noun the
presence of excess phosphates in the urine
phonation



phoniatrics





phono-

phonocardiogram





phonocardiograph





phonocardiography







phonology



phonosurgery





phosphataemia





phosphatase



phosphate



phosphaturia





COMMENT:

In phosphaturia the urine becomes
cloudy, which can indicate stones in the bladder or kidney.
phospholipid /fɒsfəυ lpd/ noun a comphospholipid





pound with fatty acids, which is one of the
main components of membranous tissue
phosphonecrosis
/fɒsfəυne krəυss/
noun a necrotic condition affecting the kidneys, liver and bones, usually seen in people
who work with phosphorus
phosphorescent /fɒsfə res(ə)nt/ adjective
shining without producing heat
phosphoric acid /fɒsfɒrk sd/ noun an
acid which is very soluble in water and gives
rise to acid, neutral and alkali salts
phosphorus / fɒsf(ə)rəs/ noun a toxic
chemical element which is present in very
small quantities in bones and nerve tissue. It
causes burns if it touches the skin, and can poison if swallowed. (NOTE: The chemical symbol
phosphonecrosis





phosphorescent





phosphoric acid



phosphorus



is P.)

phosphorylase /fɒs fɒrlez/ noun an enzyme that aids the process of carbohydrate metabolism
phossy jaw /fɒsi dɔ / noun a type of phosphonecrosis, caused by inhaling phosphorus
fumes, which results in disintegration of the
bones of the lower jaw. The disease was once
common among workers in match factories.
phot- /fɒt, fəυt/ prefix same as photo- (used
phosphorylase



phossy jaw



phot-

before vowels)

phototoxicity

photalgia /fəυ tldə/ noun 1. pain in the
eye caused by bright light 2. severe photophobia
photo- /fəυtəυ/ prefix referring to light
photoablation /fəυtəυə bleʃ(ə)n/ noun
the removal of tissue using lasers
photocoagulation
/fəυtəυkəυ&jυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun the process in which tissue coagulates from the heat caused by light, used to
treat a detached retina
photodermatosis /fəυtəυd! mə təυss/
noun a lesion of the skin after exposure to
bright light
photogenic /fəυtə denk/ adjective 1. produced by the action of light 2. producing light
photograph / fəυtə&rɑ f/ noun a picture
taken with a camera, which uses the chemical
action of light on sensitive film 쐽 verb to take
a picture of something with a camera
photography /fə tɒ&rəfi/ noun the act of
taking pictures with a camera 쑗 The development of X-ray photography has meant that internal disorders can be more easily diagnosed.
photophobia /fəυtəυ fəυbiə/ noun 1. a
condition in which the eyes become sensitive
to light and conjunctivitis may be caused
photalgia



photo-

photoablation





photocoagulation







photodermatosis







photogenic





photograph



photography



photophobia





(NOTE: It can be associated with measles and
some other infectious diseases.) 2. a morbid

fear of light
photophobic /fəυtəυ fəυbk/ adjective
having an unusual fear of light
photophthalmia /fəυtɒf θlmiə/ noun inflammation of the eye caused by bright light,
as in snow blindness
photopic vision /fəυtɒpk v(ə)n/ noun
vision which is adapted to bright light such as
daylight, using the cones in the retina instead
of the rods, which are used in scotopic vision.
photophobic





photophthalmia





photopic vision



쒁 light adaptation
photopsia /fəυ tɒpsiə/ noun a condition of
photopsia



the eye in which someone sees flashes of light
photoreceptor neurone /fəυtəυrseptə
njυərəυn/ noun a rod or cone in the retina,
which is sensitive to light or colour
photoretinitis /fəυtəυreti nats/ noun
damage to a retina caused by looking directly
at the sun. Also called sun blindness
photosensitive /fəυtəυ senstv/ adjective
sensitive to light, or stimulated by light
photosensitivity
/fəυtəυsensə tvəti/
noun the fact of being sensitive to light
phototherapy /fəυtəυ θerəpi/ noun a treatment for jaundice and vitamin D deficiency,
which involves exposing the person to ultraviolet rays
phototoxic /fəυtəυ tɒksk/ adjective making the skin unusually sensitive to damage by
light, as in sunburn
phototoxicity /fəυtəυtɒk ssti/ noun a
cause of damage to the retina of the eye due to
exposure to too much ultraviolet light or radiphotoreceptor neurone





photoretinitis



photosensitive





photosensitivity



phototherapy



phototoxic





phototoxicity
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ation 쑗 Children’s retinas are more likely to
experience damage as a result of phototoxicity
from excess ultraviolet light than those of
adults. 쒁 retinopathy
photuria /fəυ tjυəriə/ noun phosphorescent
urine
phren- /fren/ prefix same as phreno- (used
photuria



phren-

before vowels)

phrenemphraxis /frenem frkss/ noun a
surgical operation to crush the phrenic nerve in
order to paralyse the diaphragm
-phrenia /fri niə/ suffix disorder of the mind
phrenic / frenk/ adjective 1. referring to the
diaphragm 2. referring to the mind or intellect
phrenic avulsion /frenk ə v"lʃ(ə)n/ noun
the surgical removal of part of the phrenic
nerve in order to paralyse the diaphragm
phrenicectomy /fren sektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of all or part of the phrenic
nerve
phreniclasia /fren kleziə/ noun an operation to clamp the phrenic nerve
phrenic nerve / frenk n! v/ noun a pair of
nerves which controls the muscles in the diaphragm
phrenicotomy /fren kɒtəmi/ noun an operation to divide the phrenic nerve
phreno- /frenəυ/ prefix 1. referring to the
brain 2. referring to the phrenic nerve
pH test /pi etʃ test/ noun a test to see how
acid or alkaline a solution is
phthiriasis /θ raəss/ noun infestation with
the crab louse
Phthirius pubis /θaəriəs pju bs/ noun a
louse which infests the pubic region. Also
called pubic louse, crab
phthisis / θass/ noun an old term for tuberculosis
phycomycosis /fakəυma kəυss/ noun
an acute infection of the lungs, central nervous
system and other organs by a fungus
physi- /fzi/ prefix same as physio- (used bephrenemphraxis





-phrenia

phrenic



phrenic avulsion





phrenicectomy





phreniclasia





phrenic nerve



phrenicotomy





phreno-

pH test



phthiriasis



Phthirius pubis



phthisis



phycomycosis





physi-

fore vowels)
physical / fzk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
body, as opposed to the mind 쐽 noun a physi-

cal examination 쑗 He has to pass a physical
before being accepted by the police force.
physical dependence /fzk(ə)l d
pendəns/, physical drug dependence /
fzk(ə)l dr"& dpendəns/ noun a state
where a person is addicted to a drug such as
heroin and suffers physical effects if he or she
stops taking the drug
physical education /fzk(ə)l edjυ
keʃ(ə)n/ noun the teaching of sports and exercises in school
physical examination /fzk(ə)l &zm
neʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination of someone’s
body to see if he or she is healthy
physical genetic trait /fzk(ə)l də netk
tret/ noun a characteristic of the body of a
physical dependence







physical education



physical examination







physical genetic trait





physically challenged



physical medicine



physical sign



physical therapy



physician



lish, physician refers to a specialist doctor,
though not usually a surgeon, while in US English it is used for any qualified doctor.)
physio / fziəυ/ noun (informal ) 1. a session of
physiotherapy treatment 2. a physiotherapist
physio- /fziəυ/ prefix 1. referring to physiology 2. physical
physiological /fziə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective
physio



physio-

physiological





referring to physiology and the regular functions of the body
physiological saline /fziəlɒdk(ə)l se
lan/, physiological solution /fziəlɒdk(ə)l
sə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun any solution used to keep
cells or tissue alive
physiological tremor /fziəlɒdk(ə)l
tremə/ noun a small movement of the limbs
which takes place when a person tries to remain still
physiologist /fzi ɒlədst/ noun a scientist
who specialises in the study of the functions of
living organisms
physiology /fzi ɒlədi/ noun the study of
regular body functions
physiotherapist /fziəυ θerəpst/ noun a
trained specialist who gives physiotherapy
physiotherapy /fziəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of a disorder or condition by exercise, massage, heat treatment, infrared lamps
or other external means, e.g. to restore strength
or function after a disease or injury
physiotherapy
clinic /fziəυ θerəpi
klnk/ noun a clinic where people can have
physiotherapy
physique /f zi k/ noun the shape and size of
a person’s body
physo- /fasəυ/ prefix 1. tending to swell 2.
relating to air or gas
physostigmine /fasəυ st&mi n/ noun an
extract of the dried leaves of the vine that prophysiological saline











physiological tremor





physiologist













physiology

physical



person, e.g. red hair or big feet, which is inherited
physically / fzkli/ adverb referring to the
body 쑗 Physically he is very weak, but his
mind is still alert.
physically
challenged
/fzkli
tʃlndd/ adjective describing someone
whose condition makes it difficult to perform
some or all of the basic activities of daily life
physical medicine /fzk(ə)l med(ə)sn/
noun a branch of medicine which deals with
physical disabilities or with treatment of disorders after they have been diagnosed
physical sign /fzk(ə)l san/ noun a
symptom which can be seen on someone’s
body or which can be produced by percussion
and palpitation
physical therapy /fzk(ə)l θerəpi/ noun
the treatment of disorders by heat, by massage,
by exercise and other physical means
physician /f zʃ(ə)n/ noun a registered doctor who is not a surgeon (NOTE: In British Engphysically



physiotherapist





physiotherapy





physiotherapy clinic



physique



physo-

physostigmine
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duces Calabar bean, which is toxic but may be
used in the treatment of glaucoma and to counter the effects of anticholinergic drugs on the
central nervous system
phyt- /fat/, phyto- /fatəυ/ prefix referring to
plants or coming from plants
phytooestrogen /fatəυ i strədən/ noun
a substance obtained from cereals, legumes
and seeds which has a similar effect on the
body as oestrogen, used increasingly as an alternative to hormone replacement therapy
phyto-photo dermatitis /fatəυ fəυtəυ
d! mə tats/ noun an acute skin reaction due
to the combination of plant irritation and sunlight
PI abbr pressure index
pia / paə/, pia mater /paə metə/ noun the
delicate innermost membrane of the three
which cover the brain. 쒁 arachnoid, dura
phyt-

phytooestrogen





phyto-photo dermatitis

pilonidal cyst

pigment / p&mənt/ noun 1. a substance
which gives colour to part of the body such as
blood, the skin or hair 2. (in pharmacy) a paint
pigment



COMMENT: The body contains several substances which control colour: melanin gives
dark colour to the skin and hair; bilirubin gives
yellow colour to bile and urine; haemoglobin in
the blood gives the skin a pink colour; carotene can give a reddish-yellow colour to the
skin if the patient eats too many tomatoes or
carrots. Some pigment cells can carry oxygen
and are called ‘respiratory pigments’.
pigmentation /p&men teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
pigmentation





pick

colouring of the body, especially that produced
by deposits of pigment
pigmented /p& mentd/ adjective 1. coloured 2. showing an unusual colour
pigmented epithelium /p&məntd ep
θi liəm/, pigmented layer /p&məntd leə/
noun coloured tissue at the back of the retina
PIH abbr pregnancy-induced hypertension
Pilates /p lɑ tiz/ noun a holistic form of exercise and postural therapy that develops the
deep abdominal muscles to control body
movement and protect the back
piles /palz/ plural noun same as haemor-

Pick’s disease

rhoids
pili / pala/ 쏡 arrector pili
pill /pl/ noun a small hard round ball of medication that is taken by swallowing 쑗 He has to





PI

pia





mater
pian /pi ɑ n/ noun same as yaws
pica / pakə/ noun a desire to eat things which
pian



pica



are not food, e.g. wood or paper, often found in
pregnant women and small children
pick /pk/ verb to take away small pieces of
something with the fingers or with a tool 쑗 She
picked the pieces of glass out of the wound
with tweezers.
Pick’s disease / pks dzi z/ noun a rare
form of presenile dementia, in which a disorder of the lipoid metabolism causes mental impairment, anaemia, loss of weight and swelling of the spleen and liver
pick up /pk "p/ verb (informal ) 1. to catch a
disease 쑗 She must have picked up the disease
when she was travelling in Africa. 2. to get
stronger or better 쑗 He was ill for months, but
he’s picking up now.
pico- /pi kəυ/ prefix one million millionth
(10-12). Symbol p
picomole / pi kəυməυl/ noun a unit of measurement of the amount of substance equal to
one million millionth of a mole. Symbol pmol
picornavirus /pi kɔ nəvarəs/ noun a virus containing RNA, e.g. enteroa viruses and
rhinoa viruses
PID abbr prolapsed intervertebral disc
PIDS abbr primary immune deficiency syndrome
Pierre Robin syndrome /pjeə rɒ bn
sndrəυm/ noun a combination of facial features including a small lower jaw and a cleft
palate that exist at birth, causing breathing and
feeding problems early in a child’s life
pigeon breast / pdn brest/, pigeon
chest / pdn tʃest/ noun same as pectus




pick up



pico-

picomole



picornavirus





PID

PIDS

Pierre Robin syndrome





pigeon breast





carinatum

pigeon toes / pdn təυz/ plural noun a
condition in which the feet turn towards the inside when a person is standing upright
pigeon toes



pigmented



pigmented epithelium







PIH

Pilates



piles

pili



pill

take the pills twice a day. 왍 the pill an oral
contraceptive. 쒁 morning-after pill 왍 on the
pill taking a regular course of contraceptive
pills
pillar / plə/ noun a part that is long and thin
pillow / pləυ/ noun a soft cushion on a bed
which the head lies on when the person is lying
down 쑗 The nurse gave her an extra pillow to
keep her head raised.
pill-rolling / pl rəυlŋ/ noun nervous action
of the fingers, in which the person seems to be
rolling a very small object, associated with
Parkinson’s disease
pilo- /paləυ/ prefix referring to hair
pilocarpine /paləυ kɑ pi n/ noun an organic compound of plant origin which is used
in eye drops to treat glaucoma
pilomotor /paləυ məυtə/ adjective referring to something that moves the hairs of the
skin
pilomotor nerve /paləυ məυtə n! v/
noun a nerve which supplies the arrector pili
muscles attached to hair follicles
pilomotor reflex /paləυ məυtə ri fleks/
noun a reaction of the dermal papillae of the
skin to cold and fear which causes the hairs on
the skin to become erect
pilonidal /palə nad(ə)l/ adjective relating
to a cyst or cavity which has a growth of hair
pilonidal cyst /palənad(ə)l sst/ noun a
cyst containing hair, usually found at the bottom of the spine near the buttocks
pillar



pillow



pill-rolling



pilo-

pilocarpine





pilomotor





pilomotor nerve





pilomotor reflex





pilonidal





pilonidal cyst





Medicine.fm Page 308 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

pilonidal sinus

308

pilonidal sinus /palə nad(ə)l sanəs/
noun a small depression with hairs at the base
of the spine
pilosebaceous /paləυsə beʃəs/ adjective
referring to the hair follicles and the glands attached to them
pilosis /pa ləυss/, pilosism / paləsz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which someone has an unusual amount of hair or where hair is present in
an unusual place
pilot study / palət st"di/ noun a small version of a project which is carried out first, in
order to discover how well it works and to
solve any problems, before going ahead with
the full version
pilus / paləs/ noun 1. one hair (NOTE: The plural is pili.) 2. hair-like process on the surface of
a bacterium
pimple / pmpəl/ noun a small swelling on
the skin, containing pus 쑗 He had pimples on
his neck.
pimply / pmpli/ adjective covered with pimples
pin /pn/ noun 1. a small sharp piece of metal
for attaching things together 쑗 The nurse fastened the bandage with a pin. 2. a metal nail
used to attach broken bones 쑗 He has had a
pin inserted in his hip. 쐽 verb to attach something with a pin 쑗 She pinned the bandages
carefully to stop them slipping. 쑗 The bone
had fractured in several places and needed
pinning.
pinch /pntʃ/ noun 1. an act of squeezing the
thumb and first finger together 2. a quantity of
something which can be held between the
thumb and first finger 쑗 She put a pinch of salt
into the water. 쐽 verb 1. to squeeze something
tightly between the thumb and first finger 2. to
squeeze something 쑗 She developed a sore on
her ankle where her shoe pinched.
pineal / pniəl/ adjective relating to or released by the pineal gland
pineal body / pniəl bɒdi/, pineal gland /
pniəl &lnd/ noun a small cone-shaped
gland situated below the corpus callosum in
the brain, which produces melatonin and is believed to be associated with the circadian
rhythm. See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
pinguecula /pŋ &wekjυlə/, pinguicula
/pŋ &wkjυlə/ noun a condition affecting elderly people, in which the conjunctiva in the
eyes has small yellow growths near the edge of
the cornea, usually on the nasal side
pink disease / pŋk dzi z/ noun same as
pilonidal sinus





pilosebaceous





pilosis





pilot study



pilus



pimple



pimply



pin

pinch

pineal



pineal body





pinguecula





pink disease





acrodynia
pinna / pnə/ noun the outer ear, the part of
pinna



the ear which is outside the head, connected by
a passage to the eardrum. See illustration at
EAR in Supplement

pinnaplasty / pnəplsti/ noun a cosmetic
surgical procedure to correct the shape of the
ear
pinocytosis /pi nəυsa təυss/ noun the
process by which a cell surrounds and takes in
fluid
pins and needles /pnz ən ni d(ə)lz/ noun
an unpleasant tingling sensation, usually occurring after a temporarily restricted blood
supply returns to an arm or leg (informal ) 쒁 parpinnaplasty



pinocytosis





pins and needles



aesthesia
pint /pant/ noun a unit of measurement of
liquids ( = about 0.56 of a litre) 쑗 He lost two
pint

pints of blood during the operation.
pinta / pntə/ noun a skin disease of the tropical regions of America, in which the skin on
the hands and feet swells and loses colour,
caused by a spirochaete Treponema
pinworm / pnw! m/ noun US same as
pinta



pinworm



threadworm
PIP abbr proximal interphalangeal joint
pipette /p pet/ noun a thin glass tube used in
PIP

pipette



the laboratory for taking or measuring samples
of liquid
piriform fossae /prifɔ m fɒsi / plural
noun the two hollows at the sides of the upper
end of the larynx
Piriton / prtɒn/ a trade name for chlorpheniramine
piroxicam /p rɒkskm/ noun a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug used in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis
PIs abbr performance indicators
pisiform / psifɔ m/, pisiform bone / psi*
fɔ m bəυn/ noun one of the eight small carpal
bones in the wrist. See illustration at HAND in
Supplement
pit /pt/ noun a hollow place on a surface 왍 the
pit of the stomach the epigastrium, the part of
the upper abdomen between the ribcage above
the navel. 쒁 armpit
pithiatism /p θaətz(ə)m/ noun a way of
influencing someone’s mind by persuading
him or her of something, as when a doctor
treats a condition by telling the person that he
or she is in fact well
pitted / ptd/ adjective covered with small
hollows 쑗 His skin was pitted by acne.
pitting / ptŋ/ noun the formation of hollows
in the skin
pituitary /p tju t(ə)ri/ adjective 1. relating
to or produced by the pituitary gland 2. caused
by a disturbance of the pituitary gland 쐽 noun
same as pituitary gland
pituitary body /p tju t(ə)ri bɒdi/ noun
same as pituitary gland
pituitary fossa /ptju t(ə)ri fɒsə/ noun
same as sella turcica
pituitary gland /p tju t(ə)ri &lnd/ noun
the main endocrine gland in the body which
secretes hormones that stimulate other glands.
piriform fossae



Piriton



piroxicam



PIs

pisiform





pit

pithiatism



pitted



pitting



pituitary



pituitary body



pituitary fossa



pituitary gland
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Also called pituitary body, hypophysis cerebri. See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement
COMMENT: The pituitary gland is about the size
of a pea and hangs down from the base of the
brain, inside the sphenoid bone, on a stalk
which attaches it to the hypothalamus. The
front lobe of the gland (the adenohypophysis)
secretes several hormones (TSH, ACTH)
which stimulate the adrenal and thyroid
glands, or which stimulate the production of
sex hormones, melanin and milk. The posterior lobe of the pituitary gland (the neurohypophysis) secretes the antidiuretic hormone
(ADH) and oxytocin.
pituitrin /p tju trn/ noun a hormone sepituitrin



creted by the pituitary gland
pityriasis /pt raəss/ noun any skin disease in which the skin develops thin scales
pityriasis alba /ptraəss lbə/ noun a
disease affecting children which results in flat
white patches on the cheeks that usually heal
naturally
pityriasis capitis /ptraəss kə pats/
pityriasis





pityriasis alba



pityriasis capitis





noun 쏡 dandruff

pityriasis rosea /ptraəss rəυziə/ noun
a mild irritating rash affecting young people,
which appears especially in the early part of
the year and has no known cause
pityriasis rubra /ptraəss ru brə/ noun
a serious, sometimes fatal, skin disease, a type
of exfoliative dermatitis in which the skin
turns dark red and is covered with white scales
pivot / pvət/ noun a stem used to attach an
artificial crown to the root of a tooth 쐽 verb to
rest and turn on a point 쑗 The atlas bone pivots
on the second vertebra.
pivot joint / pvət dɔnt/ noun same as tropityriasis rosea



pityriasis rubra



pivot



pivot joint



choid joint
PKD abbr polycystic kidney disease
PKU abbr phenylketonuria
placebo /plə si bəυ/ noun a tablet which apPKD

PKU

placebo



pears to be a drug, but has no medicinal substance in it
COMMENT:

Placebos may be given to patients
who have imaginary illnesses. Placebos can
also help in treating real disorders by stimulating the patient’s psychological will to be cured.
Placebos are also used on control groups in
tests of new drugs (a placebo-controlled
study).
placebo effect /plə si bəυ fekt/ noun the
placebo effect





apparently beneficial effect of telling someone
that he or she is having a treatment, even if this
is not true, caused by the hope that the treatment will be effective
placenta /plə sentə/ noun the tissue which
grows inside the uterus during pregnancy and
links the baby to the mother
placenta



COMMENT: The vascular system of the fetus is
not directly connected to that of the mother.
The placenta allows an exchange of oxygen
and nutrients to be passed from the mother to
the fetus to which she is linked by the umbilical cord. It stops functioning when the baby

plantar arch

breathes for the first time and is then passed
out of the uterus as the afterbirth.
placental /plə sent(ə)l/ adjective referring to
placental



the placenta
placental barrier /pləsent(ə)l briə/ noun
a barrier which prevents the blood of a fetus
and that of the mother from mixing, but allows
water, oxygen and hormones to pass from
mother to fetus
placental insufficiency /plə sent(ə)l nsə
fʃ(ə)nsi/ noun a condition in which the placenta does not provide the fetus with the necessary oxygen and nutrients
placenta praevia /pləsentə pri viə/ noun
a condition in which the fertilised egg becomes implanted in the lower part of the uterus, which means that the placenta lies across
the cervix and may become detached during
childbirth and cause brain damage to the baby
placentography /plsən tɒ&rəfi/ noun an
X-ray examination of the placenta of a pregnant woman after a radiopaque dye has been
injected
Placido’s disc /plə sadəυz dsk/ noun
same as keratoscope [After A. Placido, Portuplacental barrier



placental insufficiency





placenta praevia



placentography





Placido’s disc



guese oculist.]

plagiocephaly /plediə kefəli/ noun a
condition in which a person has a distorted
head shape, from irregular closure of the cranial sutures
plague /ple&/ noun an infectious disease
which occurs in epidemics where many people
are killed
plagiocephaly





plague

COMMENT: Bubonic plague was the Black
Death of the Middle Ages; its symptoms are
fever, delirium, prostration, rigor and swellings on the lymph nodes.
plan /pln/ noun arrangement of how something should be done 쐽 verb to arrange how
plan

something is going to be done 왍 they are
planning to have a family they expect to have
children and so are not taking contraceptives
‘…one issue has arisen – the amount of time and effort which nurses need to put into the writing of detailed care plans. Few would now dispute the need
for clear, concise nursing plans to guide nursing
practice, provide educational tools and give an accurate legal record’ [Nursing Times]
plane /plen/ noun a flat surface, especially
plane

that of the body seen from a specific angle
planned
parenthood
/plnd
peərənthυd/ noun a situation in which two
people plan to have a specific number of children, and take contraceptives to control the
number of children in the family
planning / plnŋ/ noun the work of deciding and arranging how something should be
done
planta / plntə/ noun the sole of the foot
plantar / plntə/ adjective referring to the
sole of the foot
plantar arch /plntər ɑ tʃ/ noun the
curved part of the sole of the foot running
planned parenthood



planning



planta



plantar



plantar arch
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along the length of the foot. Also called longitudinal arch

plantar flexion /plntə flekʃən/ noun the
bending of the toes downwards
plantar reflex /plntə ri fleks/, plantar response /plntə r spɒns/ noun the usual
downward movement of the toes when the sole
of the foot is stroked in the Babinski test
plantar region / plntə ri dən/ noun the
sole of the foot
plantar surface / plntə s! fs/ noun the
skin of the sole of the foot
plantar wart / plntə wɔ t/ noun a wart on
the sole of the foot
planus / plenəs/ 쏡 lichen planus
plaque /plk, plɑ k/ noun 1. a flat area 2. a
film of saliva, mucus, bacteria and food residues that builds up on the surface of teeth and
can cause gum damage
-plasia /pleziə/ suffix referring to something
which develops or grows
plasm- /plz(ə)m/ prefix same as plasmoplantar flexion



plantar reflex







plantar region



plantar surface



plantar wart



planus



plaque

-plasia

plasm-

(used before vowels)

where the surrounding cell wall becomes
smaller
plaster / plɑ stə/ noun a white powder which
is mixed with water and used to make a solid
support to cover a broken limb 쑗 After his accident he had his leg in plaster for two months.
plaster cast / plɑ stə kɑ st/ noun a hard
support made of bandage soaked in liquid
plaster of Paris, which is allowed to harden after being wrapped round a broken limb and
which prevents the limb moving while the
bone heals
plaster of Paris /plɑ stər əv prs/ noun
a fine white plaster used to make plaster casts
plastic / plstk/ noun an artificial material
made from petroleum, and used to make many
objects, including replacement organs 쐽 adjective able to change shape or develop in different shapes
plastic lymph / plstk lmf/ noun a yellow
liquid produced by an inflamed wound which
helps the healing process
plastic surgeon /plstk s! dən/ noun a
surgeon who specialises in plastic surgery
plastic surgery /plstk s! dəri/ noun
surgery to repair damaged or malformed parts
of the body (informal ) 쒁 reconstructive surplaster



plaster cast



plaster of Paris



plastic



plastic lymph



plastic surgeon

plasma / plzmə/ noun 1. a yellow watery
liquid which makes up the main part of blood
2. lymph with no corpuscles 3. cytoplasm
plasma



COMMENT: If blood does not clot it separates
into blood corpuscles and plasma, which is
formed of water and proteins, including the
clotting agent fibrinogen. If blood clots, the
corpuscles separate from serum, which is a
watery liquid similar to plasma, but not containing fibrinogen. Dried plasma can be kept
for a long time, and is used, after water has
been added, for transfusions.
plasma cell / plzmə sel/ noun a lymplasma cell



phocyte which produces a particular type of
antibody
plasmacytoma /plzməsa təυmə/ noun a
malignant tumour of plasma cells, usually
found in lymph nodes or bone marrow
plasmapheresis /plzməfə ri ss/ noun
an operation to take blood from someone, then
to separate the red blood cells from the plasma,
and to return the red blood cells suspended in
a saline solution to the patient through a transfusion
plasma protein / plzmə prəυti n/ noun a
protein in plasma, e.g. albumin, gamma globulin or fibrinogen
plasmin / plzmn/ noun same as fibriplasmacytoma





plasmapheresis





plasma protein



plasmin



nolysin



plastic surgery



gery
COMMENT: Plastic surgery is especially important in treating accident victims or people who
have suffered burns. It is also used to correct
congenital disorders such as a cleft palate.
When the aim is simply to improve the patient’s appearance, it is usually referred to as
‘cosmetic surgery’.
plastin / plstn/ noun same as fibrinolysin
-plasty /plsti/ suffix referring to plastic surplastin



-plasty

gery
plate /plet/ noun 1. a flat sheet of metal or
bone 쑗 The surgeon inserted a plate in her
skull. 2. a flat piece of metal attached to a fractured bone to hold the broken parts together
platelet / pletlət/ noun a small blood cell
which releases thromboplastin and which multiplies rapidly after an injury, encouraging the
coagulation of blood. Also called thromboplate

platelet



cyte

platelet count / plet(ə)lət kaυnt/ noun a
test to count the number of platelets in a specific quantity of blood
platy- /plti/ prefix flat
platysma /plə tzmə/ noun a flat muscle running from the collarbone to the lower jaw
pledget / pledt/ noun a small piece of
gauze or cotton wool used to protect or apply
medication to a small enclosed space, such as
the ear passage
-plegia /pli də/ suffix paralysis
pleio- /plaəυ/ prefix same as pleopleo- /pli əυ/ prefix too many
platelet count



platy-

plasminogen /plz mnədən/ noun a substance in blood plasma which becomes activated and forms plasmin
plasmo- /plzməυ/ prefix referring to blood
plasma
Plasmodium /plz məυdiəm/ noun a type
of parasite which infests red blood cells and
causes malaria
plasmolysis /plz mɒlss/ noun the contraction of a cell protoplasm by dehydration,
plasminogen



plasmo-

Plasmodium



plasmolysis



platysma



pledget



-plegia

pleio-

pleo-
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pleocytosis /pli əυsa təυss/ noun a condition in which there are an unusual number of
leucocytes in the cerebrospinal fluid
pleoptics /pli ɒptks/ noun treatment to
help the partially sighted
plessor / plesə/ noun a little hammer with a
rubber tip, used by doctors to tap tendons to
test for reflexes or for percussion of the chest.
Also called plexor
plethora / pleθərə/ noun too much blood in a
part of the body
plethoric /ple θɒrk/ adjective referring to an
appearance that is due to dilatation of superficial blood vessels, e.g. a red complexion
plethysmography /pleθz mɒ&rəfi/ noun
a method of recording the changes in the volume of organs, mainly used to measure blood
flow in the limbs
pleur- /plυər/ prefix same as pleuro- (used bepleocytosis





pleoptics



plessor



plethora



plethoric



plethysmography





pleur-

fore vowels)
pleura / plυərə/ noun one of two membranes
pleura



lining the chest cavity and covering each lung
(NOTE: The plural is pleuras or pleurae.)
pleuracentesis /plυərəsen ti ss/ noun
same as pleurocentesis
pleural / plυərəl/ adjective referring to the
pleuracentesis





pleural



pleura
pleural cavity /plυərəl kvti/ noun a
space between the inner and outer pleura of the
chest. See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
pleural effusion /plυərəl  fju (ə)n/ noun
an excess of fluid formed in the pleural sac
pleural fluid /plυərəl flu d/ noun a fluid
which forms between the layers of the pleura
in pleurisy
pleural membrane /plυərəl membren/
noun same as pleura
pleural mesothelioma /plυərəl mesəυ
θeli əυmə/ noun a tumour of the pleura,
caused by inhaling asbestos dust
pleurectomy /plυə rektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of part of the pleura which has
been thickened or made stiff by chronic empyema
pleurisy / plυərsi/ noun inflammation of the
pleura, usually caused by pneumonia
pleural cavity



pleural effusion





pleural fluid



pleural membrane



pleural mesothelioma





pleurectomy



pleurisy



COMMENT:

The symptoms of pleurisy are
coughing, fever, and sharp pains when
breathing, caused by the two layers of pleura
rubbing together.
pleuritis /plυə rats/ noun same as pleurisy
pleuro- /plυərəυ/ prefix referring to the pleupleuritis



pleuro-

ra
pleurocele / plυərəυsi l/ noun 1. a condition
in which part of the lung or pleura is herniated
2. fluid in the pleural cavity
pleurocentesis /plυərəυsen ti ss/ noun
an operation in which a hollow needle is put
into the pleura to drain liquid. Also called
pleurocele



pleurocentesis



pleuracentesis



pneo-

pleurodesis /plυərəυ di ss/ noun treatment for a collapsed lung, in which the inner
and outer pleura are stuck together
pleurodynia /plυərəυ dniə/ noun pain in
the muscles between the ribs, due to rheumatic
inflammation
pleuron / plυərɒn/ noun a membrane that encases the lung
pleuropneumonia /plυərəυnjυ məυniə/
noun acute lobar pneumonia, the classic type
of pneumonia
plexor / pleksə/ noun same as plessor
plexus / pleksəs/ noun a network of nerves,
blood vessels or lymphatics
pliable / plaəb(ə)l/ adjective able to be bent
easily
plica / plakə/ noun a fold
plicate / plaket/ adjective folded
plication /pla keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a surgical
operation to reduce the size of a muscle or a
hollow organ by making folds in its walls and
attaching them 2. the action of folding 3. a fold
ploidy / plɔdi/ noun the number of sets of
chromosomes within a cell
plombage /plɒm bɑ / noun 1. the act of
packing bone cavities with antiseptic material
2. the act of packing of the lung or pleural cavities with inert material
PLSS abbr portable life-support system
plumbing / pl"mŋ/ noun any system of
tubes or vessels in the body, but especially the
urinary system (informal humorous)
plumbism / pl"mbz(ə)m/ noun same as
pleurodesis





pleurodynia





pleuron



pleuropneumonia





plexor



plexus



pliable



plica



plicate



plication



ploidy



plombage



PLSS

plumbing



plumbism



lead poisoning

Plummer–Vinson syndrome /pl"mə
vnsən sndrəυm/ noun a type of iron-deficiency anaemia, in which the tongue and
mouth become inflamed and the person cannot
swallow [Described 1912 by Plummer, 1919 by
Plummer–Vinson syndrome



Vinson (also described in 1919 by Patterson and
Brown Kelly, whose names are frequently associated with the syndrome). Henry Stanley Plummer (1874–1937), US physician; Porter Paisley
Vinson (1890–1959), physician at the Mayo Clinic, Minnesota, USA.]
plunger / pl"ndə/ noun the part of a hypoplunger



dermic syringe which slides up and down inside the tube, either sucking liquid into the syringe or forcing the contents out
pluri- /plυər/ prefix indicating more than one
of something
PM abbr 1. particulate matter 2. post mortem
PMA abbr progressive muscular atrophy
pmol symbol picomole
PMR abbr polymyalgia rheumatica
PMS abbr premenstrual syndrome
PMT abbr premenstrual tension
-pnea /pni ə/ suffix same as -pnoea
pneo- /ni əυ/ prefix relating to breathing
pluri-

PM

PMA

pmol

PMR

PMS

PMT

-pnea

pneo-
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pneum- /nju m/ prefix same as pneumopneum-

(used before vowels)
pneumat- /nju mət/ prefix same as pneumato- (used before vowels)
pneumato- /nju mətəυ/ prefix relating to air,
pneumat-

pneumato-

gas or breath
pneumatocele /nju mtəυsi l/ noun 1. a
sac or tumour filled with gas 2. herniation of
the lung
pneumatonometer /nju mətə nɒmtə/
noun an instrument which measures the air
pressure in the eye, used in testing for glaucoma. It blows a puff of air onto the cornea.
pneumatosis /nju mə təυss/ noun the occurrence of gas in an unusual place in the body
pneumaturia /nju mə tjυəriə/ noun the act
of passing air or gas in the urine
pneumo- /nju məυ/ prefix referring to air, to
the lungs or to breathing
pneumocephalus
/nju məυ kefələs/
noun the presence of air or gas in the brain
pneumococcal /nju məυ kɒk(ə)l/ adjective referring to pneumococci
pneumococcus /nju məυ kɒkəs/ noun a
bacterium which causes respiratory tract infections including pneumonia (NOTE: The plural is
pneumatocele



pneumatonometer





pneumatosis





pneumaturia





pneumo-

pneumocephalus





pneumococcal





pneumococcus





pneumococci.)

pneumonia and had to be hospitalised. 쑗 She
died of pneumonia.
COMMENT: The symptoms of pneumonia are
shivering, pains in the chest, high temperature
and sputum brought up by coughing.
pneumonic /nju mɒnk/ adjective 1. referring to the lungs 2. referring to pneumonia
pneumonic plague /njumɒnk ple&/
pneumonic



pneumonic plague



noun a form of bubonic plague which mainly

affects the lungs
pneumonitis /nju məυ nats/ noun inflammation of the lungs
pneumono- /nju mənəυ/ prefix referring to
the lungs
pneumoperitoneum
/nju məυpertə
ni əm / noun air in the peritoneal cavity
pneumoradiography
/nju məυredi
ɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination of part of
the body after air or a gas has been inserted to
make the organs show more clearly
pneumothorax /nju məυ θɔ rks/ noun a
condition in which air or gas is in the thorax.
Also called collapsed lung
-pnoea /pni ə/ suffix referring to breathing
PNS abbr peripheral nervous system
pock /pɒk/ noun a localised lesion on the skin,
due to smallpox or chickenpox
pocket / pɒkt/ noun a cavity in the body 왍
pocket of infection place where an infection
remains
pockmark / pɒkmɑ k/ noun a scar left by a
pustule, as in smallpox
pockmarked / pɒkmɑ kt/ adjective referring to a face with scars from smallpox
pod- /pɒd/ prefix referring to the foot
podagra /pɒ d&rə/ same as gout
podalic /pəυ dlk/ adjective relating to the
feet
podalic version /pəυdlk v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun
the procedure of turning a fetus in the uterus
by its feet
podarthritis /pəυdɑ θrats/ noun the
swelling of one or more joints of the foot
podiatrist /pəυ daətrst/ noun US a person
who specialises in the care of the foot and its
diseases
podiatry /pəυ daətri/ noun US the study of
minor diseases and disorders of the feet
-poiesis /pɔi ss/ suffix referring to something which forms
poikilo- /pɔkləυ/ prefix irregular or varied
poikilocyte / pɔkləυsat/ noun an unusually large red blood cell with an irregular shape
poikilocytosis /pɔkləυsa təυss/ noun a
condition in which poikilocytes exist in the
blood
point /pɔnt/ noun 1. a sharp end 쑗 Surgical
needles have to have very sharp points. 2. the
dot used to show the division between whole
numbers and parts of numbers (NOTE: 3.256:
pneumonitis





pneumono-

pneumoperitoneum





pneumoradiography







pneumothorax





-pnoea

PNS

pock

pocket

pneumoconiosis /nju məυkəυni əυss/
noun a lung disease in which fibrous tissue
forms in the lungs because the person has inhaled particles of stone or dust over a long period of time
pneumocystis carinii pneumonia /
nju məυssts kəri nii nju məυniə/ noun
a form of pneumonia found in people with impaired immune systems after radiotherapy or
with AIDS. Abbr PCP
pneumocyte / nju məυsat/ noun a cell of
the walls between the air sacs in the lung
pneumoencephalography /nju məυen
kefə lɒ&rəfi/ noun same as encephalogram
pneumogastric /nju məυ &strk/ adjective referring to the lungs and the stomach
pneumograph / nju mə&rɑ f/ noun an instrument which records chest movements during breathing
pneumohaemothorax /nju məυhi məυ
θɔ rks/ noun blood or air in the pleural cavity. Also called haemopneumothorax
pneumomycosis /nju məυma kəυss/
noun an infection of the lungs caused by a fungus
pneumon- /nju mən/ prefix same as pneupneumoconiosis





pneumocystis carinii pneumonia







pneumocyte



pneumoencephalography







pneumogastric





pneumograph



pneumohaemothorax







pneumomycosis





pneumon-

mono- (used before vowels)
pneumonectomy /nju mə nektəmi/ noun
pneumonectomy





the surgical removal of all or part of a lung.
Also called pulmonectomy
pneumonia /nju məυniə/ noun inflammation of a lung, where the tiny alveoli of the
lung become filled with fluid 쑗 He developed
pneumonia





pockmark



pockmarked



pod-

podagra



podalic



podalic version



podarthritis





podiatrist



podiatry



-poiesis

poikilo-

poikilocyte



poikilocytosis





point

say ‘three point two five six’; his temperature
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was 38.7: say ‘thirty-eight point seven’.) 3. a
mark in a series of numbers 쑗 the freezing

motor neurones and can lead to paralysis. Also
called polio, infantile paralysis

point of water
pointed / pɔntd/ adjective with a sharp
point
poison / pɔz(ə)n/ noun a substance which
can kill or harm body tissues if eaten or drunk
쐽 verb to harm or kill someone with a poison

COMMENT: Symptoms of poliomyelitis are paralysis of the limbs, fever and stiffness in the
neck. The bulbar form may start with difficulty
in swallowing. Poliomyelitis can be prevented
by immunisation and two vaccines are used:
Sabin vaccine is formed of live polio virus and
is taken orally on a piece of sugar; Salk vaccine is given as an injection of dead virus.
poliovirus / pəυliəυvarəs/ noun a virus

pointed



poison



COMMENT: The commonest poisons, of which
even a small amount can kill, are arsenic, cyanide and strychnine. Many common foods
and drugs can be poisonous if taken in large
doses. Common household materials such as
bleach, glue and insecticides can also be poisonous. Some types of poisoning, such as
Salmonella, can be passed to other people
through lack of hygienic conditions.
poisoning / pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun a condition in

poliovirus



Politzer bag



poisoning

poison ivy



poisonous



poisonous gas



Poisons Act



polar



polar body



pole

pole and canvas stretcher



poli-

vowels)
polio / pəυliəυ/ noun same as poliomyelitis
(informal )
polio- /pəυliəυ/ prefix grey matter in the nervpolio



polio-

ous system
polioencephalitis /pəυliəυenkefə lats/
noun a type of viral encephalitis, an inflammation of the grey matter in the brain caused by
the same virus as poliomyelitis
polioencephalomyelitis
/pəυliəυen
kefələυmaə lats/ noun polioencephalitis
which also affects the spinal cord
poliomyelitis /pəυliəυmaə lats/ noun
an infection of the anterior horn cells of the
spinal cord caused by a virus which attacks the
polioencephalitis



polioencephalomyelitis







poliomyelitis







1863. After Adam Politzer (1835–1920), Professor of Otology in Vienna, Austria.]
pollen / pɒlən/ noun a powdery substance
pollen



which a person is made ill or is killed by a poisonous substance
poison ivy /pɔz(ə)n avi/, poison oak /
pɔz(ə)n əυk/ noun American plants whose
leaves can cause a painful rash if touched
poisonous / pɔz(ə)nəs/ adjective referring
to a substance which is full of poison or which
can kill or harm
poisonous gas /pɔz(ə)nəs &s/ noun a
gas which can kill or can make someone ill
Poisons Act / pɔz(ə)nz kt/ noun in the
UK, one of several Acts of Parliament which
regulate the making, prescribing and selling of
drugs, e.g. the Pharmacy and Poisons Act
1933, Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, or Poisons
Act 1972
polar / pəυlə/ adjective with a pole
polar body /pəυlə bɒdi/ noun a small cell
which is produced from an oocyte but does not
develop into an ovum
pole /pəυl/ noun 1. the end of an axis 2. the
end of a rounded organ, e.g. the end of a lobe
in the cerebral hemisphere
pole and canvas stretcher /pəυl ən
knvəs stretʃə/ noun a simple stretcher
made of a piece of canvas and two poles which
slide into tubes at the side of the canvas
poli- /pɒl/ prefix same as polio- (used before




which causes poliomyelitis
Politzer bag / pɒltsə b&/ noun a rubber
bag which is used to blow air into the middle
ear to unblock a Eustachian tube [Described





consisting of male gametes from plants, produced by the flower stamens, which floats in
the air in spring and summer, and which causes
hay fever
pollen count / pɒlən kaυnt/ noun a figure
which shows the amount of pollen in a sample
of air
pollex / pɒleks/ noun the thumb (technical )
pollen count



pollex



(NOTE: The plural is pollices.)
pollutant /pə lu t(ə)nt/ noun a substance
pollutant



which causes pollution
pollute /pə lu t/ verb to make e.g. the air, a
river or the sea dirty, especially with industrial
waste (NOTE: polluting – polluted)
pollution /pə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of making dirty, or substances which make e.g. air or
water impure
poly- /pɒli/ prefix 1. many or much 2. touching
many organs
polyarteritis /pɒliɑ tə rats/ noun a condition in which a lot of arteries swell up at the
same time
polyarteritis nodosa /pɒliɑ tə rats nə
dəυsə/ noun a collagen disease in which the
walls of the arteries in various parts of the
body become inflamed, leading to asthma,
high blood pressure and kidney failure. Also
called periarteritis nodosa
polyarthritis /pɒliɑ θrats/ noun inflammation of several joints, as in rheumatoid arthritis
polycystic /pɒli sstik/ adjective referring
to an organ which has developed more than
one cyst, or to a disease caused by the development of cysts
polycystic kidney disease /pɒlisstk
kdni dzi z/ noun a condition in which there
are multiple cysts on each kidney which grow
and multiply over time. Abbr PKD
pollute



pollution



poly-

polyarteritis





polyarteritis nodosa





polyarthritis





polycystic





polycystic kidney disease





COMMENT: The diseased kidney finally shuts
down in over 60% of cases, and dialysis and
transplantation are the only forms of treatment.
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polycystic ovary disease /pɒlisstk
əυvəri dzi z/ noun same as polycystic ovary syndrome. Abbr PCOD
polycystic ovary syndrome /pɒlisstk
əυvəri sndrəυm/, polycystic ovarian syndrome /pɒlisstk əυ veəriən sndrəυm/
noun a hormonal disorder in which a woman’s
ovaries are enlarged and contain many small
painless cysts, hair growth is excessive, acne
develops and infertility may occur. Also called
Stein Leventhal syndrome. Abbr PCOS
polycystitis /pɒlis stats/ noun a congenital disease in which several cysts form in the
kidney at the same time
polycythaemia /pɒlisa θi miə/ noun a
condition in which the number of red blood
cells increases (NOTE: The US spelling is polypolycystic ovary disease





polycystic ovary syndrome







polycystitis





polycythaemia





cythemia.)

polycythaemia
vera
/pɒlisaθi miə
vərə/ noun a blood disease in which the
number of red blood cells increases, together
with an increase in the number of white blood
cells, making the blood thicker and slowing its
flow. Also called erythraemia, Vaquez-Osler
polycythaemia vera



disease

polydactyl /pɒli dktl/ adjective having
more than the usual number of fingers or toes
polydactylism /pɒli dktlz(ə)m/ noun
same as hyperdactylism
polydipsia /pɒli dpsiə/ noun a condition,
often caused by diabetes insipidus, in which a
person is unusually thirsty
polygraph / pɒli&rɑ f/ noun an instrument
which records the pulse in several parts of the
body at the same time
polymenorrhoea /pɒlimenə ri ə/ noun unusually frequent menstruations (NOTE: The US
polydactyl





polydactylism





polydipsia





polygraph



polymenorrhoea





spelling is polymenorrhea.)

polymerase chain reaction /pɒlimərez
tʃen ri kʃ(ə)n/ noun the technique used to
amplify genetic material in order to analyse it
for genetic disorders, e.g. material from a single cell in an embryo. Abbr PCR
polymorph / pɒlimɔ f/ noun same as neupolymerase chain reaction





polymorph



trophil

polymyalgia rheumatica /pɒlimaldə
ru mtkə/ noun a disease of elderly people
characterised by pain and stiffness in the
shoulder and hip muscles making them weak
and sensitive
polymyositis /pɒlimaəυ sats/ noun a
condition in which a lot of muscles swell up at
the same time, especially the ones in the trunk
of the body, causing weakness. It is treated
with steroid drugs or immunosuppressants,
and also exercise.
polyneuritis /pɒlinjυ rats/ noun inflammation of many nerves
polyneuropathy /pɒlinjυ rɒpəθi/ noun any
disease which affects several nerves (NOTE:
polymyalgia rheumatica





polymyositis





polyneuritis





polyneuropathy





The plural is polyneuropathies.)



polyopia /pɒli əυpiə/, polyopsia /pɒli ɒp*
siə/, polyopy / pɒliəυpi/ noun a condition in
which a person sees several images of one object at the same time. Compare diplopia
polyp / pɒlp/ noun a tumour growing on a
stalk in mucous membrane, which can be cauterised. Polyps are often found in the nose,
mouth or throat. Also called polypus
polypectomy /pɒl pektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a polyp (NOTE: The plupolyopia











polyp



polypectomy





ral is polypectomies.)
polypeptide /pɒli peptad/ noun a type of
polypeptide





protein formed of linked amino acids
polyphagia /pɒli fedə/ noun 1. a condition in which a person eats too much 2. a compulsive desire for every kind of food
polypharmacy /pɒli fɑ məsi/ noun the
practice of prescribing several drugs to be taken at the same time
polyploid / pɒliplɔd/ adjective referring to a
cell where there are more than two copies of
each chromosome, which is not viable in humans
polypoid / pɒlpɔd/ adjective looking like a
polyp
polyposis /pɒl pəυss/ noun a condition in
which many polyps form in the mucous membrane of the colon. 쒁 familial adenomatous
polyphagia





polypharmacy





polyploid



polypoid



polyposis





polyposis

polypus / pɒlpəs/ noun same as polyp
polypus



(NOTE: The plural is polypi.)
polyradiculitis /pɒlirdkju lats/ noun
polyradiculitis







a disease of the nervous system which affects
the roots of the nerves
polysaccharide /pɒli skərad/ noun a
type of carbohydrate made up of a lot of monosaccharides joined together in chains. They
include starch and cellulose, are insoluble in
water and do not form crystals.
polyserositis /pɒlisərəυ sats/ noun inflammation of the membranes lining the abdomen, chest and joints and exudation of serous
fluid
polysomnograph /pɒli sɒmnə&rɑ f/ noun
a record of bodily activity during sleep to identify possible causes of sleep disorders
polyspermia /pɒli sp! miə/, polyspermism /pɒli sp! mz(ə)m/, polyspermy / pɒli
sp! mi/ noun 1. excessive seminal secretion
2. fertilisation of one ovum by several spermatozoa
polyunsaturated fat /pɒl"nstʃəretd
ft/ noun a fatty acid capable of absorbing
more hydrogen than most others, typical of
vegetable and fish oils
polyuria /pɒli jυəriə/ noun a condition in
which a person passes a large quantity of
urine, usually as a result of diabetes insipidus
polyvalent /pɒli velənt/ adjective having
more than one valency
POM abbr prescription-only medicine
polysaccharide





polyserositis





polysomnograph





polyspermia











polyunsaturated fat



polyuria





polyvalent



POM
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pompholyx / pɒmfɒlks/ noun 1. a type of
eczema with many irritating little blisters on
the hands and feet 2. a skin condition with bulbous swellings
pons /pɒnz/ noun a bridge of tissue joining
parts of an organ. See illustration at BRAIN in
Supplement (NOTE: The plural is pontes.)
pons Varolii /pɒnz və rəυlia/ noun part of
the hindbrain, formed of fibres which continue
the medulla oblongata. See illustration at
BRAIN in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is ponpompholyx



pons

pons Varolii





tes Varolii.) [After Constanzo Varolius (1543–
75), Italian physician and anatomist, doctor to
Pope Gregory XIII]
pontes / pɒntiz/ plural of pons
pontine / pɒntan/ adjective referring to a
pontes



pontine



pons
pontine cistern /pɒntan sstən/ noun a
subarachnoid space in front of the pons, containing the basilar artery
poor /pɔ / adjective not very good 쑗 He’s in
poor health. 쑗 She’s always had poor circulation.
poorly / pɔ li/ adjective not very well
(informal ) 쑗 Her mother has been quite poorly
recently. 쑗 He felt poorly and stayed in bed.
POP abbr progesterone only pill
popeyes / pɒpaz/ plural noun US protruding
eyes
popliteal /pɒpl ti əl/ adjective referring to
the back of the knee
popliteal artery /pɒplti əl ɑ təri/ noun an
artery which branches from the femoral artery
behind the knee and leads into the tibial arteries
popliteal fossa /pɒplti əl fɒsə/ noun a
space behind the knee between the hamstring
and the calf muscle. Also called popliteal
pontine cistern



poor

poorly



POP

popeyes



popliteal





popliteal artery



popliteal fossa



space

popliteal muscle /pɒpl ti əl m"s(ə)l/
noun same as popliteus
popliteal space /pɒplti əl spes/ noun
same as popliteal fossa
popliteus /pɒ pltiəs/ noun a muscle at the
back of the knee. Also called popliteal muscle
population /pɒpjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
number of people living in a country or town 쑗
Population statistics show that the birth rate is
slowing down. 쑗 The government has decided
to screen the whole population of the area. 2.
the number of patients in hospital 쑗 The hospital population in the area has fallen below
10,000.
pore /pɔ / noun 1. a tiny hole in the skin
through which the sweat passes 2. a small
communicating passage between cavities
porencephaly /pɔ ren kefəli/, porencephalia /pɔ renkə feliə/, porencephalus /
pɔ ren kefələs/ noun a condition in which
there are cysts in the cerebral cortex, as a result
of unusual development
popliteal muscle





popliteal space



popliteus



population





pore

porencephaly













porter

porous / pɔ rəs/ adjective 1. containing pores
쑗 Porous bone surrounds the Eustachian
tubes. 2. referring to tissue which allows fluid
to pass through it
porphyria /pɔ friə/ noun a hereditary disease affecting the metabolism of porphyrin
pigments
porous



porphyria



COMMENT: Porphyria causes abdominal pains
and attacks of mental confusion. The skin becomes sensitive to light and the urine becomes coloured and turns dark brown when
exposed to the light.
porphyrin / pɔ fərn/ noun a member of a
porphyrin



family of metal-containing biological pigments, the commonest of which is protoporphyrin IX
porphyrinuria /pɔ fr njυəriə/ noun the
presence of excess porphyrins in the urine, a
sign of porphyria or of metal poisoning
porta / pɔ tə/ noun an opening which allows
blood vessels to pass into an organ (NOTE: The
porphyrinuria





porta



plural is portae.)

portable / pɔ təb(ə)l/ adjective referring to
something which can be carried 쑗 He keeps a
portable first aid kit in his car. 쑗 The ambulance team carried a portable blood testing
unit.
Portacath / pɔ təkθ/ noun a type of catheter put in place under a person’s skin to make
it easier to have chemotherapy, transfusions
and blood tests. It is accessed by the use of a
special needle and flushed regularly with sterile saline.
portacaval /pɔ tə kev(ə)l/ adjective another spelling of portocaval
portae / pɔ ti/ plural of porta
porta hepatis /pɔ tə hepəts/ noun an
opening in the liver through which the hepatic
artery, hepatic duct and portal vein pass (NOTE:
portable



Portacath



portacaval





portae



porta hepatis



The plural is portae hepatitis.)
portal / pɔ t(ə)l/ adjective referring to a porta,
portal



especially the portal system or the portal vein
portal hypertension /pɔ t(ə)l hapə
tenʃən/ noun high pressure in the portal vein,
caused by cirrhosis of the liver or a clot in the
vein and causing internal bleeding
portal pyaemia /pɔ t(ə)l pa i miə/ noun
an infection of the portal vein in the liver, giving abscesses
portal system / pɔ t(ə)l sstəm/ noun a
group of veins which have capillaries at both
ends and do not go to the heart
portal vein / pɔ t(ə)l ven/ noun a vein
which takes blood from the stomach, pancreas,
gall bladder, intestines and spleen to the liver
portal hypertension





portal pyaemia





portal system



portal vein



(NOTE: For other terms referring to the portal
vein, see words beginning with pyl-, pyle-.)
porter / pɔ tə/ noun a hospital worker who
porter



does general work such as wheeling a patient’s
trolley into the operating theatre or moving
heavy equipment
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portocaval /pɔ təυ kev(ə)l/ adjective linking the portal vein to the inferior vena cava
portocaval anastomosis /pɔ təυkev(ə)l
ənstə məυss/ noun a surgical operation to
join the portal vein to the inferior vena cava
and divert blood past the liver
portocaval shunt /pɔ təυkev(ə)l ʃ"nt/
noun an artificial passage made between the
portal vein and the inferior vena cava to relieve
portal hypertension
porto-systemic
encephalopathy
/
pɔ təυ ssti mk enkefə lɒpəθi/ noun a
mental disorder and coma caused by liver disorder due to portal hypertension
port wine stain /pɔ t wan sten/ noun a
purple birthmark
position /pə zʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the place where
something is 쑗 The exact position of the tumour is located by an X-ray. 2. the way a person’s body is arranged 쑗 in a sitting position 쑗
The accident victim had been placed in the recovery position. 쐽 verb to place something in a
particular position 쑗 The fetus is correctly positioned in the uterus.
positive / pɒztv/ adjective 1. indicating the
answer ‘yes’ 2. indicating the presence of
something being tested for 쑗 Her cervical
smear was positive. Opposite negative
positive end-expiratory pressure /
pɒztv end k sprət(ə)ri preʃə / noun
the procedure of forcing a person to breathe
through a mask in cases where fluid has collected in the lungs. Abbr PEEP
positive feedback /pɒztv fi dbk/
noun a situation in which the result of a process stimulates the process which caused it
positively / pɒztvli/ adverb in a positive
way 쑗 She reacted positively to the test.
positive pressure respirator /pɒztv
preʃə respretə/ noun a machine which
forces air into the lungs through a tube inserted
in the mouth
positive pressure ventilation /pɒztv
preʃə ventleʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of forcing
air into the lungs to encourage the lungs to expand. Abbr PPV
positron-emission
tomography
/
pɒztrɒn  mʃ(ə)n təmɒ&rəfi/ noun a
method of scanning the tissues of the brain,
chest and abdomen for unusual metabolic activity after injecting a radioactive substance
into the body. Abbr PET
posology /pə sɒlədi/ noun the study of doses of medicine
posseting / pɒstŋ/ noun (in babies) the act
of bringing up small quantities of curdled milk
into the mouth after feeding
Possum / pɒsəm/ noun a device using electronic switches which helps a person who is
severely paralysed to work a machine such as
a telephone (NOTE: The name is derived from the
portocaval





portocaval anastomosis





portocaval shunt





porto-systemic encephalopathy







port wine stain

position



positive



positive end-expiratory pressure





positive feedback



positively



positive pressure respirator



positive pressure ventilation





positron-emission tomography







posology



posseting



Possum



first letters of patient-operated selector mechanism.)
post- /pəυst/ prefix after or later
postcentral gyrus /pəυstsentr(ə)l darəs/
noun a sensory area of the cerebral cortex
post-

postcentral gyrus



which receives impulses from receptor cells
and registers sensations such as pain, heat and
touch
post-cibal /pəυst sab(ə)l/ adjective after
having eaten food
post cibum adverb full form of p.c.
post-coital /pəυst kɔt(ə)l/ adjective taking
place after sexual intercourse
postconcussional syndrome /pəυstkən
k"ʃ(ə)n(ə)l sndrəυm/ noun a set of symptoms which sometimes follow a head injury in
which a person lost consciousness, including
headache, loss of concentration, memory loss,
depression and irritability
post-epileptic /pəυst ep leptk/ adjective
taking place after an epileptic fit
posterior /pɒ stəriə/ adjective at the back.
Opposite anterior 왍 posterior to behind 쑗
The cerebellum is posterior to the medulla oblongata. 쐽 noun same as buttock (informal )
posterior approach /pɒ stəriər əprəυtʃ/
noun an operation carried out from the back
posterior aspect /pɒ stəriər spekt/
noun a view of the back of the body, or of the
back of part of the body. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
posterior chamber /pɒstəriə tʃembə/
noun a part of the aqueous chamber which is
behind the iris. Compare anterior chamber
posterior fontanelle /pɒstəriə fɒntə nel/
noun a cartilage at the back of the head where
the parietal bones join the occipital. 쒁 bregma
posterior lobe noun same as caudate lobe
posteriorly /pɒ stəriəli/ adverb in or from a
position behind 쑗 An artery leads to a posteriorly placed organ. 쑗 Rectal biopsy specimens
are best taken posteriorly.
posterior nares /pɒstəriə neəri z/ plural
noun same as internal nares
posterior synechia /pɒstəriə s nekiə/
noun a condition of the eye in which the iris
sticks to the anterior surface of the lens
postero- /pɒstərəυ/ prefix back or behind
posteroanterior /pɒstərəυn təriə/ adjective lying from the back to the front
post-exposure prophylaxis /pəυst k
spəυə prɒfə lkss/ noun a treatment given to a person who has been exposed to a
harmful agent, in an effort to prevent or reduce
injury or infection
postganglionic /pəυst&ŋli ɒnk/ adjective placed after a ganglion
postganglionic fibre /pəυst&ŋliɒnk
fabə/ noun an axon of a nerve cell which
starts in a ganglion and extends beyond the
ganglion
post-cibal

post cibum

post-coital

postconcussional syndrome





post-epileptic





posterior



posterior approach





posterior aspect



posterior chamber



posterior fontanelle





posterior lobe

posteriorly



posterior nares



posterior synechia





postero-

posteroanterior





post-exposure prophylaxis







postganglionic





postganglionic fibre
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COMMENT:

Postganglionic fibres go to the
nose, palate, pharynx and lacrimal glands.
postganglionic neurone /pəυst&ŋ&li
ɒnk njυərəυn/ noun a neurone which starts



postganglionic neurone





postnatal



in a ganglion and ends in a gland or unstriated
muscle
postgastrectomy syndrome /pəυst &
strektəmi sndrəυm/ noun a group of symptoms which can occur after eating in people
who have had stomach operations. It is caused
by a lot of food passing into the small intestine
too fast and can cause dizziness, nausea,
sweating and weakness. Also called dumping
postgastrectomy syndrome





syndrome
postgraduate education allowance

postgraduate education allowance /
pəυst &rdjυət edjυ keʃ(ə)n ə laυəns/
noun a payment made to GPs to reward continued education. Abbr PGEA
posthepatic /pəυsth ptk/ adjective positioned behind or coming into effect after the
liver
posthepatic bilirubin /pəυsthptk bli
ru bn/ noun bilirubin which enters the plasma after being treated by the liver
posthepatic jaundice /pəυsthptk
dɔ nds/ noun same as obstructive jaundice
post herpetic neuralgia /pəυst həpetk
njυ rldə/ noun pains felt after an attack of
shingles
posthitis /pɒs θats/ noun inflammation of
the foreskin
posthumous / pɒstjυməs/ adjective occurring after death 앳 posthumous birth 1. the
birth of a baby after the death of the father 2.
the birth of a baby by caesarean section after
the mother has died
post-irradiation /pəυst redi eʃ(ə)n/ adjective referring to pain or disorder caused by
X-rays
post-irradiation enteritis /pəυst redi
eʃ(ə)n entə rats/ noun enteritis caused by
X-rays
postmature /pəυstmə tʃυə/ adjective referring to a baby born after the usual gestation period of 42 weeks
postmaturity /pəυstmə tʃυərti/ noun a
pregnancy which lasts longer than the usual
gestation period of 42 weeks
postmenopausal /pəυstmenəυ pɔ z(ə)l/
adjective happening or existing after the menopause 쑗 She experienced some postmenopausal bleeding.
post mortem /pəυst mɔ təm/, post mortem examination /pəυst mɔ təm &zm
neʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination of a dead body
by a pathologist to find out the cause of death
쑗 The post mortem showed that he had been
poisoned. Abbr PM. Also called autopsy
postnasal /pəυst nez(ə)l/ adjective situated
or happening behind the nose








posthepatic





posthepatic bilirubin







posthepatic jaundice





post herpetic neuralgia







posthitis



posthumous



post-irradiation







post-irradiation enteritis







postmature





postmaturity





postmenopausal





post mortem



postnasal



post-traumatic amnesia

postnasal drip /pəυstnez(ə)l drp/ noun
a condition in which mucus from the nose runs
down into the throat and is swallowed
postnatal /pəυst net(ə)l/ adjective referring to the period after the birth of a child
postnatal care /pəυstnet(ə)l keə/ noun
the care given to a woman after the birth of her
child
postnatal depression /pəυstnet(ə)l d
preʃ(ə)n/ noun depression which sometimes
affects a woman after childbirth
postnecrotic cirrhosis /pəυstnekrɒtk s
rəυss/ noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by
viral hepatitis
post-op /pəυst ɒp/ (informal ) adjective same
as postoperative 쐽 adverb same as postoperpostnasal drip



postnatal care



postnatal depression





postnecrotic cirrhosis





post-op

atively

postoperative /pəυst ɒp(ə)rətv/ adjective
referring to the period after a surgical operation 쑗 The patient has suffered postoperative
nausea and vomiting. 쑗 Occlusion may appear as postoperative angina pectoris.
postoperative





‘…the nurse will help ensure that the parent is physically fit to cope with the postoperative child’
[British Journal of Nursing]
postoperatively /pəυst ɒp(ə)rətvli/ adpostoperatively



verb after a surgical operation
postoperative pain /pəυstɒp(ə)rətv
pen/ noun pain felt after a surgical operation
postorbital /pəυst ɔ bt(ə)l/ adjective situpostoperative pain



postorbital





ated behind the eye or the eye socket
postpartum /pəυst pɑ təm/ adjective referring to the period after the birth of a child
postpartum fever /pəυstpɑ təm fi və/
noun same as puerperal infection
postpartum haemorrhage /pəυstpɑ təm
hem(ə)rd/ noun heavy bleeding after childbirth. Abbr PPH
post-primary
tuberculosis
/pəυst
praməri tju b! kjυ ləυss/ noun the reappearance of tuberculosis in a person who has
been infected with it before
post-registration education and practice /pəυst redstreʃ(ə)n edjυkeʃ(ə)n
ənd prkts/ noun in the UK, the requirement for all registered nurses and midwives to
undertake educational activities and keep up
with contemporary practice, and also for their
employers to address the learning needs of
staff. It was started by the UKCC in 1993.
Abbr PREP
postsynaptic /pəυsts nptk/ adjective
situated behind a synapse
postsynaptic
axon /pəυstsnptk
ksɒn/ noun an axon of the nerves on either
side of a synapse
post-traumatic /pəυst trɔ mtk/ adjective appearing after a trauma, e.g. after an accident, rape or fire
post-traumatic amnesia /pəυst trɔ
mtk m ni ziə/ noun amnesia which follows a trauma
postpartum



postpartum fever



postpartum haemorrhage



post-primary tuberculosis





post-registration education and practice







postsynaptic





postsynaptic axon



post-traumatic





post-traumatic amnesia
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post-traumatic stress disorder /pəυst
trɔ mtk stres dsɔ də/ noun a psychological condition affecting people who have
suffered severe emotional trauma, e.g. occasioned by war or natural disaster. Its symptoms
include chest pain, dizziness, sleep disturbances, flashbacks, anxiety, tiredness, and depression. Abbr PTSD
postural / pɒstʃərəl/ adjective referring to
posture 쑗 a study of postural disorders
postural drainage /pɒstʃərəl drend/
noun a procedure for removing matter from infected lungs by making the person lie down
with the head lower than the feet, so that he or
she can cough more easily
postural hypotension /pɒstʃərəl hapəυ
tenʃən/ noun low blood pressure when standing up suddenly, causing dizziness
posture / pɒstʃə/ noun the position in which
a body is arranged, or the way a person usually
holds his or her body when standing 쑗 Bad
posture can cause pain in the back. 쑗 She has
to do exercises to correct her bad posture.
postviral /pəυst varəl/ adjective occurring
after a viral infection
postviral fatigue syndrome /pəυstvarəl
fə ti & sndrəυm/ noun same as myalgic enpost-traumatic stress disorder







postural



postural drainage



postural hypotension





posture



postviral



postviral fatigue syndrome





cephalomyelitis

potassium /pə tsiəm/ noun a metallic element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is K.)
potassium permanganate /pətsiəm pə
mŋ&ənət/ noun a purple-coloured poisonous salt, used as a disinfectant
potentiate /pə tenʃiet/ verb to improve the
effectiveness of a drug or treatment, especially
by adding another drug or agent (NOTE: potenpotassium



potassium permanganate





potentiate



tiating – potentiated)
Pott’s disease / pɒts d zi z/, Pott’s caries
/ pɒts keərz/ noun tuberculosis of the spine,
causing paralysis [Described 1779. After Sir
Percivall Pott (1714–88), London surgeon.]
Pott’s fracture / pɒts frktʃə/ noun a fracPott’s disease







Pott’s fracture



ture of the lower end of the fibula together with
displacement of the ankle and foot outwards

[Described 1765. After Sir Percivall Pott (1714–
88), London surgeon.]
pouch /paυtʃ/ noun a small sac or pocket atpouch

tached to an organ
poultice / pəυlts/ noun a compress made of
hot water and flour paste or other substances
which is pressed onto an infected part to draw
out pus, to relieve pain or to encourage the circulation. Also called fomentation
pound /paυnd/ noun a measure of weight
equal to about 450 grams 쑗 The baby weighed
only four pounds at birth. Abbr lb (NOTE: With
poultice



pound

figures, usually written lb: The baby weighs
6lb.)
Poupart’s ligament / pu pɑ ts l&əmənt/
noun same as inguinal ligament [Described
Poupart’s ligament



1705. After François Poupart (1616–1708),
French surgeon and anatomist.]
powder / paυdə/ noun a medicine in the form
powder



of a fine dry dust made from particles of drugs
쑗 He took a powder to help his indigestion or
He took an indigestion powder.
powdered / paυdəd/ adjective crushed so
that it forms a fine dry dust 쑗 The medicine is
available in tablets or in powdered form.
pox /pɒks/ noun 1. a disease with eruption of
vesicles or pustules 2. same as syphilis (old )
poxvirus / pɒksvarəs/ noun any of a group
of viruses which cause cowpox, smallpox and
related diseases
powdered



pox

poxvirus





‘Molluscum contagiosum is a harmless skin infection caused by a poxvirus that affects mainly children and young adults’ [British Medical Journal]
p.p. abbreviation after a meal. Full form post
prandium. Compare a.p.
p.p.

PPD

PPD abbr purified protein derivative
PPH abbr postpartum haemorrhage
PPV abbr positive pressure ventilation
PQRST complex noun the set of deflections
on an electrocardiogram, labelled P to T,
which show ventricular contraction
p.r. adverb (of an examination) by the rectum.
Full form per rectum
practice / prkts/ noun 1. the business, or
the premises occupied by, a doctor, dentist, or
a group of doctors or dentists working together
쑗 After qualifying she joined her father’s
practice. 왍 in practice doing the work of a
doctor or dentist 쑗 He has been in practice for
six years. 2. the fact of doing something, as opposed to thinking or talking about it 쑗 theory
and practice 3. a usual way of doing something 쑗 Such practices are now regarded as
unsafe.
practice nurse / prkts n! s/ noun a nurse
employed by a GP or primary care trust to
work in a GP’s practice providing treatment,
health promotion, screening and other services
to patients of the practice
PPH

PPV

PQRST complex

p.r.

practice



practice nurse



‘…practice nurses play a major role in the care of patients with chronic disease and they undertake many
preventive procedures’ [Nursing Times]
practise / prkts/ verb 1. to work as a doctor 쑗 He practises in North London. 쑗 She
practises homeopathy. 2. to work in a particular branch of medicine (NOTE: practising –
practised. The US spelling is practice.)
practitioner /prk tʃ(ə)nə/ noun a qualipractise



practitioner



fied person who works in the medical profession 앳 nurse practitioner US 1. a nurse employed by a clinic or doctor’s practice who can
give advice to patients 2. a trained nurse who
has not been licensed
praecox / pri kɒks/ noun 쏡 ejaculatio praepraecox



cox

praevia / pri viə/ noun 쏡 placenta praevia
praevia
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pravastatin /prvə sttn/ noun a drug
used to reduce unusually high levels of blood
cholesterol
prazosin / przəsn/ noun a drug which relaxes or widens the blood vessels, used to treat
hypertension
pre- /pri / prefix before or in front of
preadmission
information
/ pri əd
mʃ(ə)n nfəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun information
given to a person before he or she is admitted
to hospital
pre-anaesthetic round /pri nəs θetk
raυnd/ noun an examination of patients by the
surgeon before they are anaesthetised
precancer /pri knsə/ noun a growth or
cell which is not malignant but which may become cancerous
precancerous /pri knsərəs/ adjective referring to a growth which is not malignant
now, but which can become cancerous later
precaution /pr kɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun an action
taken before something happens 쑗 She took
the tablets as a precaution against seasickness.
precede /pr si d/ verb to happen before or
earlier than something 쑗 The attack was preceded by a sudden rise in body temperature.
pravastatin





prazosin



pre-

preadmission information







pre-anaesthetic round





precancer



precancerous



precaution



precede



(NOTE: preceding – preceded)
precentral gyrus /pri sentr(ə)l darəs/
noun a motor area of the cerebral cortex
preceptor /pr septə/ noun a specialist who
precentral gyrus



preceptor



gives practical training to a student
preceptorship /pr septəʃip/ noun a period
of time during which a recently trained nurse,
midwife or health visitor can gain practical experience working with a specialist who advises and guides them
precipitate /pr sptət/ noun a substance
which is precipitated during a chemical reaction 쐽 verb 1. to make a substance separate
from a chemical compound and fall to the bottom of a liquid during a chemical reaction 쑗
Casein is precipitated when milk comes into
contact with an acid. 2. to make something
start suddenly (NOTE: [all verb senses] precipipreceptorship



precipitate



tating – precipitated)
‘…it has been established that myocardial infarction
and sudden coronary death are precipitated in the
majority of patients by thrombus formation in the
coronary arteries’ [British Journal of Hospital
Medicine]
precipitate labour /prsptət lebə/ noun
precipitate labour



unusually fast labour, lasting two hours or less.
It can be dangerous both to the mother and to
the child.
precipitation /prsp teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
action of forming a precipitate
precipitin /pr sptn/ noun an antibody
which reacts to an antigen and forms a precipitate, used in many diagnostic tests
precipitation



precipitin





predisposition

precise /pr sas/ adjective very exact or correct 쑗 The instrument can give precise measurements of changes in heartbeat.
preclinical /pri klnk(ə)l/ adjective 1. taking place before diagnosis 쑗 the preclinical
stage of an infection 2. referring to the first part
of a medical course, before the students are allowed to examine real patients
precocious /pr kəυʃəs/ adjective more
physically or mentally developed than is usual
for a specific age
precocious
puberty
/prkəυʃəs
pju bəti/ noun the development of signs of
puberty in girls before the age of seven, and in
boys before the age of nine. If untreated, affected boys typically grow no taller than 1.6
metres and girls rarely reach 1.5 metres.
precocity /pr kɒsti/ noun the state or fact
of being precocious
precordia /pri kɔ diə/ plural noun plural of
precise



preclinical



precocious



precocious puberty



precocity



precordia



precordium

precordial /pri kɔ diəl/ adjective referring
to the precordium
precordium /pri kɔ diəm/ noun the part of
the thorax over the heart (NOTE: The plural is
precordial



precordium



precordia.)

precursor /pr k! sə/ noun a substance or
cell from which another substance or cell is
developed, e.g. dopa, the precursor for
dopamine, which is converted to dopamine by
the enzyme dopa decarboxylase
predict /pr dkt/ verb to say what will happen in the future 쑗 Doctors are predicting a
rise in cases of whooping cough.
prediction /pr dkʃən/ noun an act of saying what you expect will happen in the future,
or what is said 쑗 the Health Ministry’s prediction of a rise in cases of hepatitis B
predictive /pr dktv/ adjective referring to
prediction 쑗 The predictive value of the test is
high.
predigest /pri da dest/ verb to treat food
with chemicals or enzymes so that it is more
easily digested by people with digestion problems
predigested food /pri dadestd fu d/
noun food which has undergone predigestion
predigestion /pri da destʃ(ə)n/ noun the
artificial starting of the digestive process before food is eaten
predisposed to /pri d spəυzd tυ/ adjective having a tendency or susceptibility to a
condition 쑗 All the members of the family are
predisposed to vascular diseases.
predisposing
factor /pri dspəυzŋ
fktə/ noun a factor which will increase the
risk of disease
predisposition /pri dspə zʃ(ə)n/ noun a
tendency or susceptibility 쑗 She has a predisposition to obesity.
precursor



predict



prediction



predictive



predigest





predigested food



predigestion





predisposed to





predisposing factor



predisposition
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prednisolone /pred nsələυn/ noun a synthetically produced steroid hormone, similar
to cortisone, used especially to control inflammatory diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis
prednisone /pred nsəυn/ noun a synthetically produced steroid hormone produced
from cortisone, used to treat allergies and
rheumatoid arthritis
predominant /pr dɒmnənt/ adjective more
powerful than others
pre-eclampsia /pri  klmpsiə/ noun a
condition in pregnant women towards the end
of the pregnancy which may lead to eclampsia.
Symptoms are high blood pressure, oedema
and protein in the urine. Also called pregnanprednisolone



prednisone



predominant



pre-eclampsia





cy-induced hypertension
preemie / pri mi/ noun US a premature baby
(informal )
prefrontal /pri fr"nt(ə)l/ adjective situated
preemie



prefrontal



in or affecting the front part of the frontal lobe
prefrontal leucotomy /pri fr"nt(ə)l lui
kɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to divide
some of the white matter in the prefrontal lobe,
formerly used as a treatment for schizophrenia
prefrontal lobe /pri fr"nt(ə)l ləυb/ noun
an area of the brain in the front part of each
hemisphere, in front of the frontal lobe, which
is concerned with memory and learning
preganglionic /pri &ŋ&l ɒnk/ adjective
near to and in front of a ganglion
preganglionic fibre /pri &ŋ&lɒnk
fabə/ noun a nerve fibre which ends in a ganglion where it is linked in a synapse to a postganglionic fibre
preganglionic neurone /pri &ŋ&lɒnk
njυərəυn/ noun a neurone which ends in a
ganglion
pregnancy / pre&nənsi/ noun 1. same as
gestation period 2. the condition of being
pregnant. Also called cyesis
pregnancy-associated hypertension /
pre&nənsi əsəυsietd hapə tenʃən/ noun
high blood pressure which is associated with
pregnancy
pregnancy-induced hypertension /
pre&nənsi n dju sd hapə tenʃən/ noun
Abbr PIH. same as pre-eclampsia
pregnancy test / pre&nənsi test/ noun a
test to see if a woman is pregnant or not
pregnant / pre&nənt/ adjective with an unborn child in the uterus 쑗 She is six months
pregnant.
prehepatic /pri h ptk/ adjective in front
of or before the liver
prehepatic bilirubin /pri hptk bli
ru bn/ noun bilirubin in plasma before it
passes through the liver
prehepatic
jaundice
/pri hptk
dɔ nds/ noun same as haemolytic jaundice
prem /prem/ (informal ) adjective same as premature 쐽 noun a premature baby
prefrontal leucotomy





prefrontal lobe



preganglionic





preganglionic fibre



preganglionic neurone





pregnancy



pregnancy-associated hypertension







pregnancy-induced hypertension







pregnancy test



pregnant



prehepatic



prehepatic bilirubin





prehepatic jaundice



prem



premature / premətʃə/ adjective before the
expected or desirable time 쑗 The baby was five
weeks premature.
premature



COMMENT: Babies can survive even if born
several weeks premature. Even babies
weighing less than one kilo at birth can survive in an incubator, and develop healthily.
premature baby /premətʃə bebi/ noun a
premature baby



baby born earlier than 37 weeks from conception, or weighing less than 2.5kg, but capable
of independent life
premature birth /premətʃə b! θ/ noun the
birth of a baby earlier than 37 weeks from conception
premature ejaculation /premətʃə 
dkjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun a situation in which a
man ejaculates too early during sexual intercourse
premature labour /premətʃə lebə/ noun
the condition of starting to give birth earlier
than 37 weeks from conception 쑗 After the accident she went into premature labour.
prematurely / premətʃυəli/ adverb before
the expected or desirable time 쑗 The baby was
born two weeks prematurely. 쑗 A large
number of people die prematurely from ischaemic heart disease.
prematurity /premə tʃυərti/ noun a situation in which something occurs before the expected or desirable time
premed / pri med/ noun a stage of being given premedication (informal ) 쑗 The patient is in
premed.
premedical /pri medk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the studies that a person must complete
before entering medical school
premedication /pri med keʃ(ə)n/, premedicant drug /pri medkənt dr"&/ noun a
drug given before an operation in order to
block the parasympathetic nervous system and
prevent vomiting during the operation, e.g. a
sedative
premenopausal /pri menə pɔ z(ə)l/ adjective referring to the stage in a woman’s life
just before the start of the menopause
premenstrual /pri menstruəl/ adjective
happening before menstruation
premenstrual syndrome /pri menstruəl
sndrəυm/, premenstrual tension /pri men
struəl tenʃən/ noun nervous stress experienced by a woman for one or two weeks before
a menstrual period starts. Abbr PMS, PMT
premolar /pri məυlə/ noun a tooth with two
points, situated between the canines and the
first proper molar. See illustration at TEETH in
Supplement
prenatal /pri net(ə)l/ adjective during the
period between conception and childbirth
prenatal diagnosis /pri net(ə)l daə&
nəυss/ noun same as antenatal diagnosis
pre-op /pri ɒp/ adjective same as preoperapremature birth



premature ejaculation







premature labour



prematurely



prematurity





premed



premedical



premedication







premenopausal





premenstrual



premenstrual syndrome





premolar



prenatal



prenatal diagnosis



pre-op

tive (informal )
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preoperative /pri ɒp(ə)rətv/ adjective during the period before a surgical operation
preoperatively /pri ɒp(ə)rətvli/ adverb
before a surgical operation
preoperative medication /pri ɒp(ə)rətv
med keʃən/ noun a drug given before an
operation, e.g. a sedative
preovulatory /pri ɒvjələt(ə)ri/ adjective referring to the 6 to 13 days in the menstrual cycle between menstruation and ovulation
prep /prep/ (informal ) noun same as preparation 쑗 The prep is finished, so the patient can
be taken to the operating theatre. 쐽 verb same
as prepare 쑗 Has the patient been prepped?
preoperative



preoperatively



preoperative medication





preovulatory



prep

(NOTE: prepping – prepped)
PREP abbr post-registration education and
PREP

practice
preparation /prepə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of getting a person ready for a surgical operation. Also called prep 2. a medicine or liquid
containing a drug 쑗 He was given a preparation containing an antihistamine.
prepare /pr peə/ verb 1. to get something or
someone ready 쑗 Six rooms in the hospital
were prepared for the accident victims. 쑗 The
nurses were preparing him for the operation.
2. to make something 쑗 He prepared a soothing linctus.
prepatellar bursitis /pri pətelə b!
sats/ noun a condition in which the fluid sac
at the knee becomes inflamed, caused by
kneeling on hard surfaces. Also called housepreparation





prepare



prepatellar bursitis







maid’s knee

prepubertal /pri pju bət(ə)l/ adjective referring to the period before puberty
prepuberty /pri pju bəti/ noun the period
before puberty
prepubescent /pri pju besənt/ adjective
referring to a person at the stage of life just before puberty
prepuce / pri pju s/ noun same as foreskin
presby- /prezbi/ prefix same as presbyoprepubertal



prepuberty



prepubescent





prepuce



presby-

(used before vowels)
presbyacusis /prezbi ku ss/ noun a conpresbyacusis





dition in which an elderly person’s hearing
fails gradually, through to degeneration of the
internal ear
presbyo- /prezbiəυ/ prefix referring to the
last stages of the natural life span
presbyopia /prezbi əυpiə/ noun a condition
in which an elderly person’s sight fails gradually, through hardening of the lens
prescribe /pr skrab/ verb to give instructions for a person to get a specific dosage of a
drug or a specific form of therapeutic treatment 쑗 The doctor prescribed a course of antibiotics. (NOTE: prescribing – prescribed)
prescribed disease /prskrabd d zi z/
noun an illness caused by the type of work a
person does which is on an annually reviewed
official list, entitling the person to claim benepresbyo-

presbyopia





prescribe



prescribed disease





present

fit. Examples are deafness, pneumoconiosis
and RSI.
prescribed illness /prskrabd lnəs/
noun an illness developing in the workplace
from exposure to chemicals, e.g. mercury poisoning, or to dangerous activities, e.g. decompression sickness
prescribing analyses and cost / pr
skrabŋ ə  nlsi z ənd kɒst / plural noun
data on the prescribing of drugs in primary
care. Abbr PACT
prescription /pr skrpʃən/ noun an order
written by a doctor to a pharmacist asking for
a drug to be prepared and given or sold to a
person
prescription drug /pr skrpʃən dr"&/
noun a drug which can only be obtained by
having a legally valid prescription
presence / prez(ə)ns/ noun the act or fact of
being there 쑗 Tests showed the presence of
sugar in the urine.
presenile /pri si nal/ adjective 1. prematurely showing the effects of advanced age 2.
referring to a condition which affects people of
early or middle age but has characteristics of a
more advanced age
presenile dementia /pri si nal d menʃə/
noun mental degeneration affecting adults of
around 40–60 years of age (dated )
prescribed illness



prescribing analyses and cost





prescription



prescription drug



presence



presenile



presenile dementia





COMMENT: Patients used to be diagnosed with
presenile dementia if they showed symptoms
of dementia and were under the age of 65,
and senile dementia if over 65. However, the
terms are no longer often used and instead
the type of dementia is used for diagnostic
purposes, e.g. Alzheimer’s disease, multi-infarct or vascular
presenility /pri sə nlti/ noun the ageing of
presenility





the body or brain before the expected time,
with a person showing symptoms which are
usually associated with people of very advanced years
present verb /pr zent/ 1. (of a patient) to
show particular symptoms 쑗 The patient presented with severe chest pains. 2. (of a symptom) to be present 쑗 The doctors’ first task is
to relieve the presenting symptoms. 쑗 The condition may also present in a baby. 3. (of a baby)
to appear in the vaginal channel 쐽 adjective /
prez(ə)nt/ currently existing in a place 쑗 All
the symptoms of the disease are present.
present





‘…chlamydia in the male commonly presents a urethritis characterized by dysuria’ [Journal of
American College Health]
‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient department on grounds of disabling breathlessness
present for at least five years’ [Lancet]
‘…sickle cell chest syndrome is a common complication of sickle cell disease, presenting with chest
pain, fever and leucocytosis’ [British Medical Journal]
‘…a 24 year-old woman presents with an influenzalike illness of five days’ duration’ [British Journal
of Hospital Medicine]
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‘…the presenting symptoms of Crohn’s disease may
be extremely variable’ [New Zealand Medical Journal]
presentation /prez(ə)n teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
presentation





way in which a baby will be born, in respect of
the part of the baby’s body which will appear
first in the vaginal channel
presenting part /pr zentŋ pɑ t/ noun the
part of a baby which appears first during birth
preservation /prezə veʃ(ə)n/ noun the
keeping of a tissue sample or donor organ in
good condition
preserve /pr z! v/ verb to keep something
from rotting (NOTE: preserving – preserved)
press /pres/ verb to push or squeeze something 쑗 The tumour is pressing against a
nerve.
pressor / presə/ adjective 1. referring to a
nerve which increases the action of part of the
body 2. raising blood pressure
pressure / preʃə/ noun 1. the action of
squeezing or forcing something 2. the force of
something on its surroundings 3. mental or
physical stress caused by external events
pressure area / preʃər eəriə/ noun an area
of the body where a bone is near the surface of
the skin, so that if the skin is pressed the circulation will be cut off
pressure bandage / preʃə bndd/ noun
a bandage which presses on a part of the body
pressure index / preʃər ndeks/ noun a
method for determining the extent of obstruction to the artery in the leg by measuring the
blood pressure in the arms and legs and then
dividing the systolic pressure in the leg by that
in the arm. Abbr PI
pressure point / preʃə pɔnt/ noun a place
where an artery crosses over a bone, so that the
blood can be cut off by pressing with the finger
presynaptic /pri s nptk/ adjective situated in front of a synapse
presynaptic axon /prisnptk n! v/
noun a nerve leading to one side of a synapse
presystole /pri sstəli/ noun the period before systole in the cycle of heartbeats
preterm birth /pri t! m b! θ/ noun the
birth of a baby before 37 completed weeks of
pregnancy, which presents a greater risk of serious health problems (NOTE: About 12 per cent
presenting part



preservation





preserve



press

pressor



pressure



pressure area



pressure bandage



pressure index



pressure point



presynaptic





presynaptic axon



presystole



preterm birth





of births in the UK are preterm births.)
prevalence / prevələns/ noun the number of
prevalence



cases of a disease in a specific place at a specific time 쑗 the prevalence of malaria in some
tropical countries 쑗 the prevalence of cases of
malnutrition in large towns 쑗 a high prevalence of renal disease
prevalent / prevələnt/ adjective common in
comparison to something else 쑗 The disease is
prevalent in some African countries. 쑗 The
condition is more prevalent in the cold winter
months.
prevalent



prevent /pr vent/ verb to stop something
from happening, or a person from doing something 쑗 The treatment is given to prevent the
patient’s condition from getting worse. 쑗 Doctors are trying to prevent the spread of the outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease.
preventative /pr ventətv/ adjective same
as preventive
prevention /pr venʃən/ noun action to stop
something happening
preventive /pr ventv/ adjective referring to
an action taken to stop something happening,
especially to stop a disease or infection from
spreading 쑗 preventive treatment 쑗 preventive
action
preventive measure /prventv meə/
noun an action taken to prevent a disease from
occurring or spreading
prevent



preventative



prevention



preventive



preventive measure



COMMENT: Preventive measures include immunisation, vaccination, sterilisation, quarantine and improving standards of housing and
sanitation. Health education also has an important role to play in the prevention of disease.
preventive
medicine
/prventv
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun action carried out to stop
preventive medicine



disease from occurring, e.g. by education in
health-related issues, immunisation and
screening for known diseases
prevertebral /pri v! tbr(ə)l/ adjective situated in front of the spinal column or a vertebra
Priadel / praədel/ a trade name for lithium
priapism / praəpz(ə)m/ noun an erection
of the penis without sexual stimulus, caused by
a blood clot in the tissue of the penis, injury to
the spinal cord or stone in the urinary bladder
prick /prk/ verb to make a small hole in
something with a sharp point 쑗 The nurse
pricked the patient’s finger to take a blood
sample.
prickle cell / prk(ə)l sel/ noun a cell with
many processes connecting it to other cells,
found in the inner layer of the epidermis
prickly heat / prkli hi t/ noun same as miliprevertebral



Priadel



priapism



prick

prickle cell



prickly heat



aria

-pril /prl/ suffix used for ACE inhibitors 쑗
Captopril
prilocaine / praləken/ noun a local anaesthetic used especially in dentistry
primaquine / praməkwi n/ noun a synthetically produced drug used in the treatment of
malaria
primary / praməri/ adjective 1. happening
first, and leading to something else 2. most important 3. referring to a condition which comes
first and is followed by another. Compare sec-pril

prilocaine



primaquine



primary



ondary

primary amenorrhoea /praməri emenə
ri ə/ noun a condition in which a woman has
never had menstrual periods
primary amenorrhoea
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primary biliary cirrhosis /praməri bliəri
s rəυss/ noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by
autoimmune disease
primary bronchi /praməri brɒŋki / plural
noun same as main bronchi
primary care /praməri keə/ noun in the
UK, health services offered directly to individuals by GPs, dentists, opticians and other
health professionals who may also refer a patient on to specialists for further treatment.
Also called primary health care, primary
medical care. Compare secondary care, tertiprimary biliary cirrhosis





primary bronchi



primary care



ary care
‘…primary care is largely concerned with clinical
management of individual patients, while community medicine tends to view the whole population as its
patient’ [Journal of the Royal College of General
Practitioners]
primary care group /praməri keə &ru p/
noun an organisation responsible for overseeprimary care group



ing the provision of primary healthcare and the
commissioning of secondary care in a district.
Key members include GPs, community nurses, social services and lay members. Abbr
PCG

primary care team /praməri keə ti m/
noun same as primary health care team
primary care trust /praməri keə tr"st/
noun in the UK, the top level of the primary
care group with extra responsibilities such as
direct employment of community staff. Abbr
primary care team



primary care trust



PCT

primary cartilaginous joint /praməri
kɑ tə ldnəs dɔnt/ noun a temporary
joint where the intervening cartilage is converted into adult bone
primary complex /praməri kɒmpleks/
noun the first lymph node to be infected by tuberculosis
primary dysmenorrhoea /praməri ds
menə ri ə/ noun dysmenorrhoea which occurs
at the first menstrual period. Also called esprimary cartilaginous joint





primary complex



primary dysmenorrhoea





sential dysmenorrhoea

primary
haemorrhage
/praməri
hem(ə)rd/ noun bleeding which occurs immediately after an injury has taken place
primary health care /praməri helθ keə/
noun same as primary care
primary haemorrhage



primary health care



‘…among primary health care services, 1.5% of all
GP consultations are due to coronary heart disease’
[Health Services Journal]
primary health care team /praməri helθ
keə ti m/ noun a group of professional mediprimary health care team



cal workers who have first contact with someone needing medical attention and are responsible for delivering a range of health care services. Abbr PHCT
primary
medical
care /praməri
medk(ə)l keə/ noun same as primary care
primary nurse /praməri n! s/ noun a
nurse who is responsible for planning a person’s nursing care in consultation with that
person and his or her family. In the absence of
primary medical care



primary nurse



prion

the primary nurse, associate nurses provide
care based on the plan designed by the primary
nurse.
primary nursing /praməri n! sŋ/ noun a
model of nursing that involves the delivery of
comprehensive, continuous, co-ordinated and
individualised patient care through a primary
nurse, who has autonomy, accountability and
authority in relation to his or her patient’s care
primary peritonitis /praməri pertə
nats/ noun peritonitis caused by direct infection from the blood or the lymph
primary tooth / praməri tu θ/ noun any
one of the first twenty teeth which develop in
children between about six months and twoand-a-half years of age, and are replaced by
the permanent teeth at around the age of six.
Also called milk tooth, deciduous tooth
primary tubercle /praməri tju bək(ə)l/
noun the first infected spot where tuberculosis
starts to infect a lung
primary tuberculosis /praməri tju
b! kjυ ləυss/ noun a person’s first infection
with tuberculosis
primary tumour /praməri tju mə/ noun a
site of the original malignant growth from
which cancer spreads
prime /pram/ adjective 1. of the greatest importance or the highest rank 2. of the highest
quality 쐽 noun the best state or period of something, especially the most active and enjoyable
period in adult life 쐽 verb to make something
ready for use, or to become ready for use
primary nursing



primary peritonitis





primary tooth



primary tubercle



primary tuberculosis







primary tumour



prime

(NOTE: priming – primed)
prime mover /pram mu və/ noun 1. same
as agonist 2. somebody or something which
prime mover

has the most influence over the starting of a
process or activity
primigravida /pram &rvdə/, primigravid patient /pram &rvd peʃ(ə)nt/
noun a woman who is pregnant for the first
time (NOTE: The plural is primigravidas or
primigravida







primigravidae.)
primipara /pra mpərə/ noun a woman who
has given birth to one child. Also called unipara (NOTE: The plural is primiparas or primiparae.)
primordial /pra mɔ diəl/ adjective in the
primipara



primordial



very first stage of development
primordial follicle /pramɔ diəl fɒlk(ə)l/
noun the first stage of development of an ovarian follicle
principle / prnsp(ə)l/ noun 1. a rule or theory 2. a standard of ethical behaviour
P-R interval /pi ɑ r ntəv(ə)l/ noun the
time recorded on an electrocardiogram between the start of atrial activity and ventricular
activity
prion / pri ɒn/ noun a particle of protein
which contains no nucleic acid, does not trigger an immune response and is not destroyed
primordial follicle



principle



P-R interval



prion



Medicine.fm Page 324 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

priority despatch

324

by extreme heat or cold. Prions are considered
to be the agents responsible for scrapie, BSE,
and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
priority despatch /pra ɒrəti dsptʃ/
noun the process of talking to people who need
medical help on the telephone in order to make
sure that ambulances are sent to the most urgent cases first
priority matrix /pra ɒrəti metrks/ noun
a way of trying to make sure that each community has a fair number of services for its particular health needs
private / pravət/ adjective not supported by
government or paid for by the National Health
Service 쑗 He runs a private clinic for alcoholics.
private hospital /pravət hɒspt(ə)l/ noun
a hospital which takes only paying patients
privately / pravətli/ adverb by a private
practitioner or company, not by the National
Health Service 쑗 She decided to have the operation done privately.
private parts / pravət pɑ ts/ plural noun the
genital area (informal ) Also called privates
private patient /pravət peʃ(ə)nt/ noun a
patient who is paying for treatment and who is
not being treated under the National Health
Service
private practice /pravət prkts/ noun
the services of a doctor, surgeon or dentist
which are paid for by the patients themselves
or by a medical insurance company, but not by
the National Health Service
privates / pravəts/ plural noun same as pripriority despatch





priority matrix



private



private hospital



privately



private parts



private patient



private practice



privates



vate parts (informal )
p.r.n.

p.r.n. adverb (written on a prescription) as and
when required. Full form pro re nata
pro- /prəυ/ prefix before or in front of
probang / prəυbŋ/ noun a surgical instrument like a long rod with a brush at one end,
formerly used to test and find strictures in the
oesophagus and to push foreign bodies into the
stomach
probe /prəυb/ noun 1. an instrument used to
explore inside a cavity or wound 2. a device inserted into a medium to obtain information 쐽
verb to investigate the inside of something 쑗
The surgeon probed the wound with a scalpel.
pro-

probang



probe

(NOTE: probing – probed)
problem / prɒbləm/ noun 1. something
which is difficult to find an answer to 쑗 Scienproblem



tists are trying to find a solution to the problem
of drug-related disease. 2. a medical disorder
쑗 heart problems 3. an addiction to something
쑗 has a drug problem
problem child / prɒbləm tʃald/ noun a
child who is difficult to control
problem drinking /prɒbləm drŋkŋ/
noun alcoholism or heavy drinking which has
a bad effect on a person’s behaviour or work
problem child



problem drinking



problem-oriented record /prɒbləm ɔ rien
td rekɔ d/ noun a record of patient care
which links patients’ clinical data with their
problems, so that all aspects of the care process are focused on resolving those problems
problem-solving approach / prɒbləm
sɒlvŋ əprəυtʃ/ noun the provision of nursing care based on assessment, problem identification (nursing diagnosis), planning implementation (nursing intervention) and evaluation
procedure /prə si də/ noun 1. a standard
way of doing something 2. a type of treatment
쑗 The hospital has developed some new procedures for treating Parkinson’s disease. 3. a
treatment given at one time 쑗 We are hoping to
increase the number of procedures carried out
per day.
problem-oriented record



problem-solving approach





procedure



‘…disposable items now available for medical and
nursing procedures range from cheap syringes to expensive cardiac pacemakers’ [Nursing Times]
‘…the electromyograms and CT scans were done as
outpatient procedures’ [Southern Medical Journal]
process /prəυ ses/ noun 1. a technical or scientific action 쑗 A new process for testing seprocess



rum samples has been developed in the research laboratory. 2. a projecting part of the
body 쐽 verb 1. to deal with a person or thing
according to a standard procedure 2. to examine or test samples 쑗 The blood samples are
being processed by the laboratory.
‘…the nursing process serves to divide overall patient care into that part performed by nurses and that
performed by the other professions’ [Nursing Times]
prochlorperazine
/prəυklɔ perəzi n/
prochlorperazine





noun a drug used to control nausea and vomit-

ing, and to reduce the symptoms of Ménière’s
disease, migraine and anxiety
procidentia /prəυs denʃə/ noun movement of an organ downwards
proct- /prɒkt/ prefix same as procto- (used
procidentia





proct-

before vowels)

proctalgia /prɒk tldə/ noun pain in the
lower rectum or anus, caused by neuralgia
proctalgia fugax /prɒktldə fju &ks/
noun a condition in which a person has sudden
pains in the rectum during the night, usually
relieved by eating or drinking
proctatresia /prɒktə tri ziə/ noun a condition in which the anus does not have an opening. Also called imperforate anus
proctectasia /prɒktek teziə/ noun a condition in which the rectum or anus is dilated because of continued constipation
proctectomy /prɒk tektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the rectum (NOTE: The
proctalgia



proctalgia fugax



proctatresia





proctectasia



proctectomy



plural is proctectomies.)
proctitis /prɒk tats/ noun inflammation of
proctitis



the rectum
procto- /prɒktəυ/ prefix the anus or rectum
proctocele / prɒktəsi l/ noun same as recprocto-

proctocele



tocele
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proctoclysis /prɒk tɒkləss/ noun the introduction of a lot of fluid into the rectum slowly
proctocolectomy /prɒktəυkɒ lektəmi/
noun a surgical operation to remove the rectum
and the colon (NOTE: The plural is proctocolecproctoclysis



proctocolectomy





tomies.)

progestogen

people working in a specialised type of employment for which they have been trained 쑗
They are both doctors by profession.
professional /prə feʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective referring to a profession
professional body /prəfeʃ(ə)n(ə)l bɒdi/
noun an organisation which acts for all the
members of a profession
Professional Conduct Committee /prə
feʃ(ə)n(ə)l kɒnd"kt kə mti/ noun a committee of the General Medical Council which
decides on cases of professional misconduct.
Abbr PCC
professional misconduct /prəfeʃ(ə)n(ə)l
ms kɒnd"kt/ noun actions which are considered to be wrong by the body which regulates
a profession, e.g. an action by a doctor which
is considered wrong by the Professional Conduct Committee of the General Medical Council
profile / prəυfal/ noun 1. a brief description
of the characteristics of a person or thing 2. a
set of data, usually in graph or table form,
which indicates to what extent something has
the same characteristics as a group tested or
considered standard 3. the amount that other
people notice somebody or something 쐽 verb
to give a short description or assessment of
somebody or something (NOTE: profiling – proprofessional



professional body

proctocolitis /prɒktəkə lats/ noun inflammation of the rectum and part of the colon
proctodynia /prɒktə dniə/ noun a sensation of pain in the anus
proctogram / prɒktə&rm/ noun an X-ray
photograph of the rectum taken after a contrast
agent is introduced
proctologist /prɒk tɒlədst/ noun a specialist in proctology
proctology /prɒk tɒlədi/ noun the scientific study of the rectum and anus and their associated diseases
proctorrhaphy /prɒk tɔ rəfi/ noun a surgical operation to stitch up a tear in the rectum or
anus (NOTE: The plural is proctorrhaphies.)
proctoscope / prɒktəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument consisting of a long tube with a
light in the end, used to examine the rectum
proctoscopy /prɒk tɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the rectum using a proctoscope
proctocolitis





proctodynia





proctogram



proctologist



proctology



proctorrhaphy



proctoscope



proctoscopy



(NOTE: The plural is proctoscopies.)
proctosigmoiditis
/prɒktəυs&mɔ
dats/ noun inflammation of the rectum and
proctosigmoiditis







the sigmoid colon
proctotomy /prɒk tɒtəmi/ noun 1. a surgical
operation to divide a structure of the rectum or
anus 2. an opening of an imperforate anus
proctotomy



(NOTE: [all senses] The plural is proctotomies.)
prodromal /prəυ drəυml/ adjective occurprodromal



ring between the appearance of the first symptoms of a disease and the major effect, e.g. a
fever or rash
prodromal rash /prəυdrəυm(ə)l rʃ/
noun a rash which appears as a symptom of a
disease before the major rash
prodrome / prəυdrəυm/, prodroma /prəυ
drəυmə/ noun an early symptom of an attack
of a disease
prodromal rash



prodrome





‘…in classic migraine a prodrome is followed by an
aura, then a headache, and finally a recovery phase.
The prodrome may not be recognised’ [British
Journal of Hospital Medicine]
produce /prə dju s/ verb to make or cause
something 쑗 The drug produces a sensation of
dizziness. 쑗 Doctors are worried by the sideeffects produced by the new painkiller. (NOTE:
producing – produced)
product / prɒd"kt/ noun 1. something which
is produced 2. a result or effect of a process
productive cough /prəd"ktv kɒf/ noun a
produce



product



productive cough



cough where phlegm is produced
proenzyme /prəυ enzam/ noun the first
mature form of an enzyme, before it develops
into an active enzyme. Also called zymogen
profession /prə feʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a type of
job for which special training is needed 2. all
proenzyme



profession





Professional Conduct Committee





professional misconduct





profile



filed)

profound /prə faυnd/ adjective very great or
serious 쑗 a profound impairment of the immune system
profunda /prə f"ndə/ adjective referring to
blood vessels which lie deep in tissues
profundaplasty /prə f"ndəplsti/ noun a
surgical operation to widen a junction of the
femoral artery, in order to relieve narrowing by
atherosclerosis (NOTE: The plural is profundaprofound



profunda



profundaplasty



plasties.)

profuse /prə fju s/ adjective existing in very
large quantities 쑗 fever accompanied by profuse sweating 쑗 pains with profuse internal
bleeding
progeny / prɒdəni/ noun a person’s child or
children (NOTE: Takes a singular or plural verb.)
progeria /prəυ dəriə/ noun a condition of
premature ageing. Also called Hutchinsonprofuse



progeny



progeria



Gilford syndrome

progestational /prəυdes teʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective referring to the stage of the menstrual
cycle after ovulation when progesterone is
produced
progesterone /prəυ destərəυn/ noun a
hormone which is produced in the second part
of the menstrual cycle by the corpus luteum
and which stimulates the formation of the placenta if an ovum is fertilised (NOTE: Progesterprogestational





progesterone



one is also produced by the placenta itself.)

progestogen /prə destədən/ noun any
substance which has the same effect as progesterone
progestogen
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COMMENT:

Because natural progesterones
prevent ovulation during pregnancy, synthetically produced progestogens are used to
make contraceptive pills.
prognathic jaw /prɒ&nθk dɔ / noun a
prognathic jaw



jaw which protrudes further than the other
prognathism / prɒ&nəθiz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which one jaw, especially the lower
jaw, or both jaws protrude
prognosis /prɒ& nəυss/ noun an opinion of
how a disease or disorder will develop 쑗 This
cancer has a prognosis of about two years. 쑗
The prognosis is not good. (NOTE: The plural is
prognathism



prognosis



prognoses.)

projection /prə dekʃən/ noun 1. a part of
the body which sticks out or stands out. Also
called prominence. Compare promontory 2.
(in psychology) mental action in which a person
blames another person for his or her own faults
projection tract /prə dekʃ(ə)n trkt/
noun fibres connecting the cerebral cortex with
the lower parts of the brain and spinal cord
prolactin /prəυ lktn/ noun a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland which stimulates
the production of milk. Also called lactogenic
projection



projection tract



prolactin



hormone

prolapse / prəυlps/ noun a condition in
which an organ has moved downwards out of
its usual position 쐽 verb to move downwards
out of the usual position (NOTE: prolapsing –
prolapse



prognostic /prɒ& nɒstk/ adjective referring
to a prognosis
prognostic test /prɒ&nɒstk test/ noun a
test to suggest how a disease will develop or
how long a person will survive after an operation
programme / prəυ&rm/ noun a series of
medical treatments given in a set way at set
times 쑗 The doctor prescribed a programme of
injections. 쑗 She took a programme of steroid
treatment. (NOTE: The US spelling is program.)
progress noun / prəυ&res/ 1. development
and improvement 쑗 Progress has been made
in cutting waiting times. 2. the way in which a
person is becoming well 쑗 The doctors seem
pleased that she has made such good progress
since her operation. 쐽 verb /prəυ &res/ 1. to
develop and improve, or to continue to do well
쑗 The patient is progressing well. 2. to move
to a more advanced stage 쑗 As the disease progressed, he spent more and more time sleeping.
progression /prəυ &reʃ(ə)n/ noun development 쑗 The progression of the disease was
swift.
progressive /prə &resv/ adjective developing all the time 쑗 Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive disorder which sees a gradual decline
in intellectual functioning.
progressive deafness /prə&resv de*
fnəs/ noun a condition, common in people as
they get older, in which a person gradually becomes more and more deaf
progressively /prəυ &resvli/ adverb more
and more 쑗 He became progressively more
disabled.
progressive muscular atrophy /prə&resv
m"skjυlə trəfi/ noun muscular dystrophy,
with progressive weakening of the muscles,
particularly in the pelvic and shoulder girdles
proguanil /prəυ &wnl/ noun a drug used
in the prevention and treatment of malaria
proinsulin /prəυ nsυln/ noun a substance
produced by the pancreas, then converted to
insulin
project /prə dekt/ verb to protrude or stick
out
prognostic



prognostic test



programme



progress





progression



progressive



progressive deafness



progressively



progressive muscular atrophy



proguanil



proinsulin



project



prolapsed)

prolapsed intervertebral disc /prəυ
lpsd ntəv! təbrəl dsk/ noun a condition
in which an intervertebral disc becomes displaced or where the soft centre of a disc passes
through the hard cartilage of the exterior and
presses onto a nerve. Abbr PID. Also called
prolapsed intervertebral disc





slipped disc

prolapse of the rectum /prəυlps əv ðə
rektəm/ noun a condition in which mucous
membrane of the rectum moves downwards
and passes through the anus
prolapse of the uterus /prəυlps əv ðə
ju tərəs/, prolapse of the womb /prəυlps
əv ðə wu m/ noun a movement of the uterus
downwards due to weakening of the structures
of the pelvic floor, e.g. because of age or a difficult childbirth. Also called metroptosis, proprolapse of the rectum



prolapse of the uterus





lapsed uterus, uterine prolapse

proliferate /prə lfəret/ verb to produce
many similar cells or parts, and so grow (NOTE:
proliferate



proliferating – proliferated)
proliferation /prəlfə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
proliferation





process of proliferating
proliferative /prə lfərətv/ adjective multiplying
proliferative phase /prə lfərətv fez/
noun a period when a disease is spreading fast
proline / prəυln/ noun an amino acid found
in proteins, especially in collagen
prolong /prə lɒŋ/ verb to make something
last longer 쑗 The treatment prolonged her life
by three years.
prolonged /prə lɒŋd/ adjective very long 쑗
She had to undergo a prolonged course of radiation treatment.
promethazine /prəυ meθəzi n/ noun an antihistamine drug used in the treatment of allergies and motion sickness
prominence / prɒmnəns/ noun a part of the
body which sticks out or stands out. Also
called projection. Compare promontory
prominent / prɒmnənt/ adjective standing
out, very visible 쑗 She had a prominent scar
proliferative



proliferative phase



proline



prolong



prolonged



promethazine



prominence



prominent
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on her neck which she wanted to have removed.
promontory / prɒmənt(ə)ri/ noun a section
of an organ, especially the middle ear and sacrum which stands out above the rest. Compare
promontory



projection, prominence
promote /prə məυt/ verb 1. to help something to take place 쑗 The drug is used to promote blood clotting. 2. to raise a person to a
more senior job or a higher position (NOTE:
promoting – promoted)
pronate / prəυnet/ verb 1. to lie face downwards 2. to turn the hand so that palm faces
downwards (NOTE: pronating – pronated)
pronation /prəυ neʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
promote



pronate



pronation



turning the hand round so that the palm faces
downwards. Opposite supination. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
pronator /prəυ netə/ noun a muscle which
makes the hand turn face downwards
prone /prəυn/ adjective 1. lying face downwards. Opposite supine 2. referring to the arm
with the palm facing downwards
pronounced /prə naυnst/ adjective very obvious or marked 쑗 She has a pronounced limp.
propagate / prɒpə&et/ verb to multiply
something, or cause something to multiply
pronator



prone

pronounced



propagate



(NOTE: propagating – propagated)
propagation /prɒpə &eʃ(ə)n/ noun an act
propagation





of causing something to spread or multiply
properdin / prəυpədn/ noun protein in
blood plasma which can destroy Gram-negative bacteria and neutralise viruses when acting together with magnesium
prophase / prəυfez/ noun the first stage of
mitosis when the chromosomes are visible as
long thin double threads
prophylactic /prɒfə lktk/ noun a substance which helps to prevent the development
of a disease 쐽 adjective preventive
prophylaxis /prɒfə lkss/ noun 1. the prevention of disease 2. a preventive treatment
properdin



prophase



prophylactic





prophylaxis





(NOTE: [all senses] The plural is prophylaxes.)
proportion /prə pɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a quantity of

prostatic massage

praət(ə)ri dr"&/ noun a drug which is sold
under a trade name. 쒁 patent medicine
proprietary name /prəpraət(ə)ri nem/
noun a trade name for a drug
proprioception /prəυpriə sepʃən/ noun
the reaction of nerves to body movements and
the relaying of information about movements
to the brain
proprioceptive /prəυpriə septv/ adjective
referring to sensory impulses from the joints,
muscles and tendons, which relay information
about body movements to the brain
proprioceptor /prəυpriə septə/ noun the
end of a sensory nerve which reacts to stimuli
from muscles and tendons as they move
proptosis /prɒp təυss/ noun forward displacement of the eyeball
prop up /prɒp "p/ verb to support a person,
e.g. with pillows (NOTE: propping up –
proprietary name



proprioception





proprioceptive





proprioceptor





proptosis



prop up



propped up)

prospective /prə spektv/ adjective 1. applying to the future. 쒁 retrospective 2. following what happens to selected patients
prostaglandin /prɒstə &lndn/ noun any
of a class of unsaturated fatty acids found in all
mammals which control smooth muscle contraction, inflammation and body temperature,
are associated with the sensation of pain and
have an effect on the nervous system, blood
pressure and in particular the uterus at menstruation
prostate / prɒstet/ noun same as prostate
prospective



prostaglandin





prostate



gland (NOTE: Do not confuse with prostrate.) 왍

prostate trouble inflammation or enlargement of the prostate gland (informal )
prostate cancer / prɒstet knsə/ noun a
malignant tumour of the prostate gland, found
especially in men over 55
prostatectomy /prɒstə tektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove all or part of the
prostate gland (NOTE: The plural is prostatectoprostate cancer



prostatectomy





mies.)

prostate gland / prɒstet &lnd/ noun an
O-shaped gland in males which surrounds the
urethra below the bladder and secretes a fluid
containing enzymes into the sperm. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement. Also called prostate
prostate gland

proportion





something, especially as compared to the
whole 쑗 A high proportion of cancers can be
treated by surgery. 쑗 The proportion of outpatients to inpatients is increasing.
‘…the target cells for adult myeloid leukaemia are
located in the bone marrow, and there is now evidence that a substantial proportion of childhood leukaemias also arise in the bone marrow’
[British Medical Journal]
propranolol /prəυ pnəlɒl/ noun a drug that
propranolol



slows heart rate and heart output, used in the
treatment of angina pectoris, irregular heart
rhythms, migraine and high blood pressure
proprietary /prə praət(ə)ri/ adjective belonging to a commercial company
proprietary medicine /prəpraət(ə)ri
med(ə)s(ə)n/, proprietary drug /prə
proprietary



proprietary medicine







COMMENT: As a man grows older, the prostate
gland tends to enlarge and constrict the point
at which the urethra leaves the bladder, making it difficult to pass urine.
prostatic /prɒ sttk/ adjective referring to
prostatic



or belonging to the prostate gland
prostatic hypertrophy /prɒsttk ha
p! trəfi/ noun an enlargement of the prostate
gland
prostatic massage /prɒsttk msɑ /
noun the removal of fluid from the prostate
gland through the rectum
prostatic hypertrophy



prostatic massage
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prostatic urethra /prɒsttk jυ ri θrə/
noun a section of the urethra which passes
through the prostate gland
prostatic utricle /prɒsttk ju trk(ə)l/
noun a sac branching off the urethra as it passes through the prostate gland
prostatism / prɒstetz(ə)m/ noun a disorder of the prostate gland, especially enlargement that blocks or inhibits urine flow
prostatitis /prɒstə tats/ noun inflammation of the prostate gland
prostatocystitis
/prɒsttəυs stats/
noun inflammation of the prostatic urethra and
the bladder
prostatorrhoea /prɒstətə ri ə/ noun discharge of fluid from the prostate gland (NOTE:
prostatic urethra





prostatic utricle



prostatism



prostatitis





prostatocystitis





prostatorrhoea





The US spelling is prostatorrhea.)
prosthesis /prɒs θi ss/ noun a device which
prosthesis



is attached to the body to take the place of a
part which is missing, e.g. an artificial leg or
glass eye (NOTE: The plural is prostheses.)

‘The average life span of a joint prosthesis is 10–15
years’ [British Journal of Nursing]
prosthetic /prɒs θetk/ adjective replacing a
prosthetic



part of the body which has been amputated or
removed 쑗 He was fitted with a prosthetic
hand.
prosthetic dentistry /prɒsθetk dentstri/
noun the branch of dentistry which deals with
replacing missing teeth parts of the jaw, and
fitting dentures, bridges and crowns. Also
called prosthodontics
prosthetics /prɒs θetks/ noun the study
and making of prostheses
prosthetist / prɒsθətst/ noun a qualified
person who fits prostheses
prosthodontics /prɒsθə dɒntks/ noun
same as prosthetic dentistry (NOTE: Takes a
prosthetic dentistry



prosthetics



prosthetist



prosthodontics





singular verb.)
prostrate / prɒstret/ adjective lying face
down (NOTE: Do not confuse with prostate.)
prostration /prɒ streʃ(ə)n/ noun extreme
prostrate



prostration



tiredness of body or mind
protamine / prəυtəmi n/ noun a simple protein found in fish, used with insulin to slow
down the insulin absorption rate
protanopia /prəυtə nəυpiə/ noun same as
protamine



protanopia





Daltonism

protease / prəυtiez/ noun a digestive enzyme which breaks down protein in food by
splitting the peptide link. Also called proteoprotease



lytic enzyme

protect /prə tekt/ verb to keep a person or
thing safe from harm 쑗 The population must
be protected against the spread of the virus.
protection /prə tekʃən/ noun 1. the act of
keeping a person or thing safe from harm 2.
something which protects 쑗 Children are vaccinated as a protection against disease.
Protection of Children Act 1999 /prə
tekʃən əv tʃldrən kt/ noun in the UK, an
protect



protection



Protection of Children Act 1999



Act of Parliament to protect children by restricting the employment of certain nurses,
teachers or other workers whose jobs bring
them into contact with children, on grounds
such as misconduct or health
protective /prə tektv/ adjective providing
protection
protective isolation /prə tektv asə
leʃ(ə)n/ noun a set of procedures used to protect people who have impaired resistance to infectious disease, e.g. those with leukaemia and
lymphoma, Aids and graft patients. Also
called reverse isolation
protein / prəυti n/ noun a nitrogen compound which is present in and is an essential
part of all living cells in the body, formed by
the linking of amino acids
protective



protective isolation





protein



COMMENT: Proteins are necessary for growth
and repair of the body’s tissue. They are
mainly formed of carbon, nitrogen and oxygen
in various combinations as amino acids.
Foods such as beans, meat, eggs, fish and
milk are rich in protein.
protein balance / prəυti n bləns/ noun a
protein balance



situation when the nitrogen intake in protein is
equal to the excretion rate in the urine
protein-bound iodine /prəυti n baυnd
aədi n/ noun a compound of thyroxine and
iodine
protein-bound iodine test /prəυti n
baυnd aədi n test/ noun a test to measure if
the thyroid gland is producing adequate quantities of thyroxine. Abbr PBI test
protein deficiency / prəυti n d fʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a lack of enough proteins in the diet
proteinuria /prəυt njυəriə/ noun a condition in which there are proteins in the urine
proteolysis /prəυti ɒləss/ noun the breaking down of proteins in food into amino acids
by enzymes
proteolytic /prəυtiəυ ltk/ adjective referring to proteolysis
proteolytic enzyme /prəυtiəυltk enzam/
noun same as protease
proteose / prəυtiəυs/ noun a water-soluble
compound formed during hydrolytic processes
such as digestion
Proteus / prəυtiəs/ noun a genus of bacteria
commonly found in the intestines
prothrombin /prəυ θrɒmbn/ noun a protein
in blood which helps blood to coagulate and
which needs Vitamin K to be effective. Also
called Factor II
prothrombin time /prəυ θrɒmbn tam/
noun the time taken in Quick test for clotting to
take place
proto- /prəυtəυ/ prefix first or at the beginning
protocol / prəυtəkɒl/ noun the set of instructions for the clinical management of a particular condition, including tests, surgery and drug
treatments
protein-bound iodine



protein-bound iodine test



protein deficiency





proteinuria





proteolysis





proteolytic





proteolytic enzyme



proteose



Proteus



prothrombin



prothrombin time



proto-

protocol
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proton pump / prəυtɒn p"mp/ noun an enzyme system within the gastric mucosa that secretes gastric acids 쑗 The drug acts on the proton pump mechanism.
proton-pump inhibitor / prəυtɒn p"mp n
hbtə/ noun a drug which suppresses the final stage of gastric acid secretion by the proton
pump in the gastric mucosa
protopathic /prəυtəυ pθk/ adjective 1.
referring to nerves which are able to sense only
strong sensations 2. referring to a first symptom or lesion 3. referring to the first sign of
partially restored function in an injured nerve
왘 compare epicritic
protoplasm / prəυtəυplz(ə)m/ noun a
substance like a jelly which makes up the largest part of each cell
protoplasmic /prəυtəυ plzmk/ adjective
referring to protoplasm
protoporphyrin IX /prəυtəυpɔ fərn
nan/ noun the commonest form of porphyrin,
found in haemoglobin and chlorophyll
protozoa /prəυtə zəυə/ plural of protozoon
protozoan /prəυtə zəυən/ adjective referring to protozoa
protozoon noun a tiny simple organism with
a single cell (NOTE: The plural is protozoa or
proton pump



proton-pump inhibitor





protopathic





protoplasm





protoplasmic





protoporphyrin IX





protozoa





protozoan





protozoon

protozoons.)
COMMENT: Parasitic protozoa can cause several diseases, including amoebiasis, malaria
and other tropical diseases.
protract /prəυ trkt/ verb 1. to make something last a long time 2. to extend or lengthen
protract



a body part
protractor /prə trktə/ noun a muscle with
the function of extending a body part
protrude /prə tru d/ verb to stick out 쑗 She
wears a brace to correct her protruding teeth.
쑗 Protruding eyes are associated with some
forms of goitre. (NOTE: protruding – protrudprotractor



protrude



ed)

protuberance /prə tju b(ə)rəns/ noun a
rounded part of the body which projects above
the rest
proud flesh /praυd fleʃ/ noun new vessels
and young fibrous tissue which form when a
wound, incision or lesion is healing
provide /prə vad/ verb to supply something
쑗 A balanced diet should provide the necessary proteins required by the body. 쑗 The hospital provides an ambulance service to the
whole area. (NOTE: providing – provided)
provider /prə vadə/ noun a hospital which
provides secondary care which is paid for by
another body such as a PCG or social services.
protuberance



proud flesh



provide



provider



쒁 purchaser

pseudarthrosis

pital has given me a provisional date for the
operation. 쑗 The paramedical team attached
sticks to the broken leg to act as provisional
splints.
provisionally /prə v(ə)nəli/ adverb in a
temporary way, not certainly 쑗 She has provisionally accepted the offer of a bed in the hospital.
provitamin /prəυ vtəmn/ noun a chemical
compound which is converted to a vitamin
during usual biochemical processes, e.g. the
amino acid tryptophan, which is converted to
niacin, and beta carotene, which is converted
into vitamin A
provoke /prə vəυk/ verb 1. to make a person
angry 2. to make something happen 쑗 The
medication provoked a sudden rise in body
temperature. 쑗 The fit was provoked by the
shock of the accident. 3. to make something be
felt 쑗 His lack of visitors provoked the nurses’
sympathy. (NOTE: provokes – provoking – proprovisionally



provitamin



provoke



voked)

proximal / prɒksm(ə)l/ adjective near the
midline, the central part of the body
proximal convoluted tubule /prɒk
sm(ə)l kɒnvəlu td tju bju l/ noun a part
of the kidney filtering system between the loop
of Henle and the glomerulus
proximal interphalangeal joint /prɒk
sm(ə)l ntəfə lndiəl dɔnt/ noun a joint
nearest the point of attachment of a finger or
toe. Abbr PIP
proximally / prɒksmli/ adverb further towards the centre or point of attachment. Opposite distally. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
Prozac / prəυzk/ a trade name for fluoxetine
prurigo /pruə ra&əυ/ noun an itchy eruption
of papules
pruritus /pruə ratəs/ noun an irritation of
the skin which makes a person want to scratch.
Also called itching
pruritus ani /prυərats ena/ noun itching round the anal orifice
pruritus vulvae /prυərats v"lvi / noun
itching round the vulva
prussic acid /pr"sk sd/ noun same as
proximal



proximal convoluted tubule



proximal interphalangeal joint





proximally



Prozac



prurigo



pruritus



pruritus ani



pruritus vulvae



prussic acid



cyanide

PSA test /pi es e test/ noun a blood test
for prostate cancer which detects a protein produced by prostate cells. Full form prostatic
PSA test



specific antigen test

pseud- /sju d/ prefix same as pseudo- (used
pseud-

provision /prə v(ə)n/ noun 1. the act of
providing something 쑗 the provision of aftercare facilities for patients recently discharged
from hospital 2. something provided
provisional /prə v(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective temporary and which may be changed 쑗 The hosprovision



provisional



before vowels)

pseudarthrosis /sju dɑ θrəυss/ noun a
false joint, as when the two broken ends of a
fractured bone do not bind together but heal
separately (NOTE: The plural is pseudarpseudarthrosis



throses.)
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pseudo- /sju dəυ/ prefix similar to something but not the same
pseudoangina /sju dəυn danə/ noun
pain in the chest, caused by worry but not indicating heart disease
pseudocoxalgia
/sju dəυkɒk sldə/
noun the degeneration of the upper end of the
femur in young boys which prevents the femur
from growing properly and can result in a permanent limp. Also called Legg-Calvé-Perthes
pseudo-

pseudoangina





pseudocoxalgia





disease

pseudoplegia /sju dəυ pli də/, pseudoparalysis /sju dəυpə rləss/ noun 1. loss
of muscular power in the limbs without true
paralysis 2. paralysis caused by hysteria
pseudopolyposis /sju dəυpɒli pəυss/
noun a condition in which polyps are found in
many places in the intestine, usually resulting
from an earlier infection
pseudopregnancy /sju dəυ pre&nənsi/
noun also called pseudocyesis
psilosis /sa ləυss/ noun a disease of the
small intestine which prevents a person from
absorbing food properly. Also called sprue
pseudoplegia









pseudopolyposis





pseudopregnancy





psilosis

pseudocrisis / sju dəυkrass/ noun a sudden fall in the temperature of a person with fever which does not mark the end of the fever
pseudocroup /sju dəυ kru p/ noun 1.
same as laryngismus 2. a form of asthma in
which contractions take place in the larynx
pseudocyesis /sju dəυsa i ss/ noun a
condition in which a woman has the physical
symptoms of pregnancy but is not pregnant.
Also called phantom pregnancy, pseudopseudocrisis





pseudocroup





pseudocyesis





pregnancy

pseudocyst / sju dəυsst/ noun a space
which fills with fluid in an organ but without
the walls which would form a cyst, as a result
of softening or necrosis of the tissue
pseudodementia /sju dəυd menʃə/ noun
a condition of extreme apathy found in hysterical people in which their behaviour corresponds to what they imagine to be insanity,
though they show no signs of true dementia
pseudogynaecomastia
/sju dəυ
&ankəυ mstiə/ noun enlargement of the
male breast because of extra fatty tissue (NOTE:
pseudocyst



pseudodementia





pseudogynaecomastia







The US spelling is pseudogynecomastia.)
pseudohermaphroditism /sju dəυh!
mfrədatz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which
pseudohermaphroditism





pseudohypertrophic muscular dystrophy



enne muscular dystrophy

psittacosis





parrots which can be transmitted to humans. It
is similar to typhoid fever, but atypical pneumonia is present. Symptoms include fever, diarrhoea and distension of the abdomen. Also
called parrot disease
psoas / səυəs/ noun either of two pairs of
muscles in the groin, psoas major and psoas
minor, which help to move the hip joint
psoas major /səυs medə/ noun a muscle in the groin which flexes the hip
psoas minor /səυs manə/ noun a small
muscle similar to the psoas major but not always present
psoriasis /sə raəss/ noun a common inflammatory skin disease where red patches of
skin are covered with white scales
psoriatic /sɔ ri tk/ adjective referring to
psoriasis
psoriatic arthritis /sɔ ritk ɑ θrats/
noun a form of psoriasis which is associated
with arthritis
psych- /sak/ prefix same as psycho- (used
psoas



psoas major



psoas minor



psoriasis



psoriatic









psych-

before vowels)

psychasthenia /saks θi niə/ noun 1. any
psychoneurosis other than hysteria 2. psychoneurosis characterised by fears and phobias
psyche / saki/ noun the mind
psychedelic /sakə delk/ adjective referring to drugs such as LSD which expand a person’s consciousness
psychiatric /saki trk/ adjective referring
to psychiatry 쑗 He is undergoing psychiatric
treatment.
psychiatric hospital /saki trk hɒs
pt(ə)l/ noun a hospital which specialises in
the treatment of patients with mental disorders
psychiatrist /sa kaətrst/ noun a doctor
who specialises in the diagnosis and treatment
of mental and behavioural disorders
psychiatry /sa kaətri/ noun a branch of
medicine concerned with the diagnosis and
treatment of mental and behavioural disorders
psychasthenia





psyche

pseudohypertrophy
/sju dəυha
p! trəfi/ noun an overgrowth of fatty or fibrous tissue in a part or organ, which results in
the part or organ being enlarged
pseudomonad /sju dəυ məυnəd/ noun a
rod-shaped bacterium which lives in soil or decomposing organic material and can cause disease in plants and sometimes in humans
pseudomyxoma
/sju dəυmk səυmə/
noun a tumour rich in mucus (NOTE: The plural
pseudohypertrophy





pseudomonad



COMMENT: The condition is often found in the
tropics, and results in diarrhoea and loss of
weight.
psittacosis /stə kəυss/ noun a disease of

psoriatic arthritis

a person has either ovaries or testes but external genitalia that are not clearly of either sex
pseudohypertrophic muscular dystrophy /sju dəυhapətrɒfk m"skjυlə ds*
trəfi/ noun a hereditary disease affecting the
muscles, which swell and become weak, beginning in early childhood. Also called Duch





pseudomyxoma





is pseudomyxomas or pseudomyxomata.)
pseudo-obstruction
/sju dəυ
əb
str"kʃən/ noun a condition in which symp-





psychiatric





psychiatric hospital



psychiatrist



pseudo-obstruction





psychedelic



toms such as stomach cramps, nausea and
bloating indicate a blockage in the intestines
although no blockage exists

psychiatry
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psychic / sakk/, psychical / sakk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to a person who is supposedly able to guess thoughts which people have
not expressed, or to foresee the future 2. relating to or originating in the human mind
psycho- /sakəυ/ prefix referring to the mind
psychoanalysis /sakəυə nləss/ noun a
form of treatment for mental disorders in
which a specialist and patient talk and together
analyse the patient’s condition and past events
which may have contributed to it
psychoanalyst /sakəυ n(ə)lst/ noun a
person who is trained in psychoanalysis
psychodrama / sakəυdrɑ mə/ noun a
type of psychotherapy in which patients act
out roles in dramas illustrating their emotional
problems, in front of other patients
psychodynamics
/sakəυda nmks/
noun the study of how the forces which affect
human behaviour and mental states work, especially on a subconscious level
psychogenic /sakə denk/, psychogenetic / sakəυdə netk/, psychogenous /sa
kɒdənəs/ adjective referring to an illness
which starts in the mind, rather than in a physical state
psychogeriatrics /sakəυderi trks/
noun the study of the mental disorders of the
late stages of the natural life span
psychological /sakə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to psychology, or caused by a mental
state
psychological
dependence /sakə
lɒdk(ə)l d pendəns/, psychological drug
dependence /sakə lɒdk(ə)l dr"& d
pendəns/ noun a state in which a person is addicted to a drug such as cannabis or alcohol but
does not suffer physical effects if he or she
stops taking it
psychologically /sakə lɒdkli/ adverb in
a way which is caused by a mental state 쑗 He
is psychologically addicted to tobacco.
psychologist /sa kɒlədst/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of the mind and
mental processes
psychology /sa kɒlədi/ noun the study of
the mind and mental processes
psychometrics /sakə metrks/ noun a
way of measuring intelligence and personality
in which the result is shown as a number on a
scale
psychomotor /sakə məυtə/ adjective referring to muscle movements caused by mental activity
psychomotor disturbance /sakəməυtə
d st! bəns/ noun muscle movements caused
by a mental disorder, e.g. twitching
psychomotor epilepsy /sakəməυtə ep
lepsi/ noun epilepsy in which fits are characterised by blurring of consciousness and acpsychic





psycho-

psychoanalysis





psychoanalyst





psychodrama





psychodynamics





psychogenic











psychogeriatrics





psychological





psychological dependence













psychologically





psychologist



psychology



psychometrics





psychomotor





psychomotor disturbance





psychomotor epilepsy



psychosocial

companied by coordinated but wrong movements
psychomotor retardation /sakəməυtə
ri tɑ deʃ(ə)n/ noun the slowing of movement and speech, caused by depression
psychoneuroimmunology
/sakəυ
njυərəυmjυ nɒlədi/ noun a branch of
medicine which deals with how emotions affect the immune system
psychoneurosis /sakəυnjυ rəυss/ noun
any of a group of mental disorders in which a
person has a faulty response to the stresses of
life. 쒁 neurosis (NOTE: The plural is psychonepsychomotor retardation





psychoneuroimmunology









psychoneurosis





uroses.)

psychopath / sakəpθ/ noun a person with
a long-term mental disorder characterised by
antisocial and often violent behaviour
psychopathic /sakə pθk/ adjective referring to psychopaths or psychopathy
psychopathological
/sakəυpθə
lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to psychopathology
psychopathology /sakəpə θɒlədi/ noun
a branch of medicine concerned with the pathology of mental disorders and diseases
psychopathy /sa kɒpəθi/ noun any disease
of the mind (NOTE: The plural is psychopapsychopath



psychopathic





psychopathological





psychopathology





psychopathy



thies.)

psychopharmacology
/ sakəυfɑ mə
kɒlədi/ noun the study of the actions and applications of drugs which have a powerful effect on the mind and behaviour
psychophysiological
/sakəυfziə
lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to psychophysiology
psychophysiology /sakəυfzi ɒlədi/
noun the physiology of the mind and its functions
psychoses /sa kəυsi z/ plural of psychopsychopharmacology







psychophysiological







psychophysiology







psychoses



sis

psychosexual /sakəυ sekʃuəl/ adjective
relating to the mental and emotional aspects of
sexuality and sexual development
psychosexual development /sakəυ
sekʃuəl d veləpmənt/ noun the development of human personality in stages based
upon the ability to experience sexual pleasure,
and the way in which sexuality plays a role in
a person’s life
psychosis /sa kəυss/ noun any serious
mental disorder in which a person has a distorted perception of reality (NOTE: The plural is
psychosexual





psychosexual development







psychosis



psychoses.)

psychosocial /sakəυ səυʃ(ə)l/ adjective
relating to the interaction of psychological and
social factors
psychosocial





‘…recent efforts to redefine nursing have moved
away from the traditional medically dominated approach towards psychosocial care and forming relationships with patients’ [British Journal of Nursing]
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psychosomatic /sakəυsə mtk/ adjective referring to the relationship between body
and mind

ptomaine / təυmen/ noun a group of nitrogenous substances produced in rotting food,
which gives the food a special smell (NOTE:

COMMENT: Many physical disorders, including
duodenal ulcers and high blood pressure, can
be caused by mental conditions like worry or
stress, and are then termed psychosomatic in
order to distinguish them from the same conditions having physical or hereditary causes.
psychosurgery /sakəυ s! dəri/ noun

Ptomaine poisoning was the term formerly
used to refer to any form of food poisoning.)
ptosis / təυss/ noun 1. prolapse of an organ
2. drooping of the upper eyelid, which makes

psychosomatic





psychosurgery





brain surgery, used as a treatment for psychological disorders
psychosurgical /sakəυ s! dk(ə)l/ adjective referring to psychosurgery
psychotherapeutic /sakəυθerə pju tk/
adjective referring to psychotherapy
psychotherapist /sakəυ θerəpst/ noun a
person trained to give psychotherapy
psychotherapy /sakəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of mental disorders by psychological methods, as when a psychotherapist encourages a person to talk about his or her problems. 쒁 therapy
psychotic /sa kɒtk/ adjective 1. referring
to psychosis 2. characterised by mental disorder
psychotropic /sakə trɒpk/ adjective referring to a drug such as a stimulant or sedative
which affects a person’s mood
pt abbr pint
pterion / təriɒn/ noun the point on the side
of the skull where the frontal, temporal parietal and sphenoid bones meet
pteroylglutamic
acid
/terəυal&lu
tmk sd/ noun same as folic acid
pterygium /tə rdiəm/ noun a degenerative
condition in which a triangular growth of conjunctiva covers part of the cornea, with its apex
towards the pupil
pterygo- /ter&əυ/ suffix the pterygoid process
pterygoid plate /ter&ɔd plet/ noun a
small flat bony projection on the pterygoid
process
pterygoid plexus /ter&ɔd pleksəs/ noun
a group of veins and sinuses which join together behind the cheek
pterygoid process / ter&ɔd prəυses/
noun one of two projecting parts on the sphenoid bone
pterygomandibular /ter&əυmn dbjυlə/
adjective referring to the pterygoid process and
the mandible
pterygopalatine fossa /ter&əυplətan
fɒsə/ noun the space between the pterygoid
process and the upper jaw
pterygopalatine
ganglion
/ter&əυ
plətan &ŋ&liən/ noun a ganglion in the
pterygopalatine fossa associated with the maxillary nerve. Also called sphenopalatine ganpsychosurgical





psychotherapeutic





psychotherapist





psychotherapy





psychotic



psychotropic





pt

pterion



pteroylglutamic acid





pterygium



pterygo-

pterygoid plate



pterygoid plexus



pterygoid process



pterygomandibular





pterygopalatine fossa



pterygopalatine ganglion



glion

ptomaine



ptosis



the eye stay half closed
-ptosis /təυss/ suffix prolapse
PTSD abbr post-traumatic stress disorder
ptyal- /taəl/ prefix same as ptyalo- (used be-ptosis

PTSD

ptyal-

fore vowels)
ptyalin / taəln/ noun an enzyme in saliva
ptyalin



which cleanses the mouth and converts starch
into sugar
ptyalism / taəlz(ə)m/ noun the production
of an excessive amount of saliva
ptyalith / taəlθ/ noun same as sialolith
ptyalo- /taələυ/ prefix referring to saliva
ptyalography /taə lɒ&rəfi/ noun same as
ptyalism



ptyalith



ptyalo-

ptyalography





sialography
pubertal / pju bət(ə)l/, puberal / pju bərəl/
adjective referring to puberty
puberty / pju bəti/ noun 1. the physical and
pubertal





puberty



psychological changes which take place when
childhood ends and adolescence and sexual
maturity begin and the sex glands become active 2. the time when these changes take place
COMMENT: Puberty starts at about the age of
10 in girls, and slightly later in boys.
pubes1 / pju bi z/ noun the part of the body
pubes



just above the groin, where the pubic bones are
found
pubes2 / pju bi z/ plural of pubis
pubescent /pju besənt/ adjective reaching
or having reached puberty
pubic / pju bk/ adjective referring to the area
near the genitals
pubic bone /pju bk bəυn/ noun the bone
in front of the pelvis. Also called pubis. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement
pubic hair /pju bk heə/ noun tough hair
growing in the genital region
pubic louse /pju bk laυs/ noun also
called Pediculus pubis
pubic symphysis /pju bk smfəss/
noun a piece of cartilage which joins the two
sections of the pubic bone. Also called symphpubes



pubescent



pubic



pubic bone



pubic hair



pubic louse



pubic symphysis



ysis pubis
COMMENT: In a pregnant woman, the pubic
symphysis stretches to allow the pelvic girdle
to expand so that there is room for the baby to
pass through.
pubiotomy /pju bi ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
pubiotomy





operation to divide the pubic bone during labour, in order to make the pelvis wide enough
for the child to be born safely (NOTE: The plural
is pubiotomies.)

pubis / pju bs/ noun a bone forming the
front part of the pelvis. See illustration at PELVIS in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is pubes.)
pubis
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public health /p"blk helθ/ noun the study
of illness, health and disease in the community
public health laboratory service /p"blk
helθ lə bɒrət(ə)ri s! vs/ noun in the UK, a
former service of the NHS which detected, diagnosed and monitored suspected cases of infectious disease in a countrywide network of
laboratories. Abbr PHLS
public health medicine /p"blk helθ
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the branch of medicine
concerned with health and disease in populations, with the responsibilities of monitoring
health, identification of health needs, development of policies which promote health and
evaluation of health services
public health nurse /p"blk helθ n! s/
noun a nurse such as a school nurse, health visitor or other community nurse who monitors
health and works to prevent illness in community situations
public health physician /p"blk helθ f
zʃ(ə)n/ noun a consultant who has special
training in public health medicine
pudenda /pju dendə/ plural of pudendum
pudendal /pju dend(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the pudendum
pudendal block /pju dend(ə)l blɒk/ noun
an operation to anaesthetise the pudendum
during childbirth
pudendum /pju dendəm/ noun an external
genital organ of a woman (NOTE: The plural is
public health



public health laboratory service





public health medicine



public health nurse



public health physician





pudenda



pudendal



pudendal block



pudendum



pudenda.)

puerpera /pju ! p(ə)rə/ noun a woman who
has recently given birth, or is giving birth, and
whose uterus is still distended (NOTE: The plural


is puerperae.)


puerperal infection





puerperalism



puerperal psychosis



puerperium





puke

Pulex



fleas
pull /pυl/ verb to make a muscle move in a
wrong direction 쑗 He pulled a muscle in his
back. 왍 to pull the plug to switch off life support (informal ) 쐽 왍 to pull yourself together
to become calmer 쑗 Although he was very angry he soon pulled himself together.
pulley / pυli/ noun a device with rings
through which wires or cords pass, used in
traction to make wires tense
pull through /pυl θru / verb to recover
from a serious illness (informal ) 쑗 The doctor
says she is strong and should pull through.
pulmo- / p"lməυ/, pulmon- / p"lmən/ prefix
referring to the lungs
pulmonale /p"lmə neli/ 쏡 cor pulmonale
pulmonary / p"lmən(ə)ri/ adjective referring to the lungs
pulmonary artery /p"lmən(ə)ri ɑ təri/
noun one of the two arteries which take deoxygenated blood from the heart to the lungs for
oxygenation. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
pulmonary circulation /p"lmən(ə)ri
s! kjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the circulation of blood
from the heart through the pulmonary arteries
to the lungs for oxygenation and back to the
heart through the pulmonary veins. Also called
pull

pulley



pull through



pulmo-





pulmonale





pulmonary



pulmonary artery



pulmonary circulation





pulmonary
embolism /p"lmən(ə)ri
embəlz(ə)m/ noun a blockage of a pulmonary artery by a blood clot. Abbr PE
pulmonary hypertension /p"lmən(ə)ri
hapə tenʃən/ noun high blood pressure in
the blood vessels supplying blood to the lungs
pulmonary insufficiency /p"lmən(ə)ri
nsə fʃ(ə)nsi/, pulmonary incompetence /
p"lmən(ə)ri n kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun a condition characterised by dilatation of the main
pulmonary artery and stretching of the valve
ring, due to pulmonary hypertension
pulmonary oedema /p"lmən(ə)ri 
di mə/ noun the collection of fluid in the
lungs, as occurs in left-sided heart failure
pulmonary stenosis /p"lmən(ə)ri ste
nəυss/ noun a condition in which the opening to the pulmonary artery in the right ventricle becomes narrow
pulmonary tuberculosis /p"lmən(ə)ri
tju b! kjυ ləυss/ noun tuberculosis in the
lungs, which makes the person lose weight,
cough blood and have a fever
pulmonary valve / p"lmən(ə)ri vlv/ noun
a valve at the opening of the pulmonary artery
pulmonary vein / p"lmən(ə)ri ven/ noun
one of the four veins which carry oxygenated
blood from the lungs back to the left atrium of


puerperal /pju ! p(ə)rəl/ adjective 1. referring to the puerperium 2. referring to childbirth
3. occurring after childbirth
puerperal infection /pju! p(ə)rəl n
fekʃən/, puerperal fever /pju! p(ə)rəl
fi və/ noun an infection of the uterus and genital tract after the birth of a baby, which is more
common in women who have had a caesarean
section. It causes a high fever, and occasionally sepsis, which can be fatal and was commonly so in the past. Also called postpartum fever
puerperalism /pju ! p(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun
an illness of a baby or its mother resulting
from or associated with childbirth
puerperal psychosis /pju! p(ə)rəl sa
kəυss/ noun a psychiatric disorder that some
women may experience in the first two weeks
after giving birth
puerperal sepsis /pju! p(ə)rəl sepss/
noun blood poisoning following childbirth,
caused by infection of the placental site
puerperium /pju ə pəriəm/ noun a period
of about six weeks which follows immediately
after the birth of a child, during which the
mother’s sexual organs recover from childbirth
puerperal sepsis

puerperal
puke /pju k/ verb same as vomit (informal )
Pulex / pju leks/ noun a genus of human

pulmonary embolism

puerperal





lesser circulation

puerpera



pulmonary vein

puerperous /pju ! prəs/ adjective same as
puerperous



pulmonary hypertension





pulmonary insufficiency









pulmonary oedema





pulmonary stenosis





pulmonary tuberculosis







pulmonary valve



pulmonary vein
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the heart. See illustration at HEART in Supplement (NOTE: The pulmonary veins are the only
veins which carry oxygenated blood.)

pulmonectomy /p"lmə nektəmi/ noun
same as pneumonectomy (NOTE: The plural is
pulmonectomy





pulmonectomies.)
pulmonology /p"lmən ɒlədi/ noun the
pulmonology





branch of medicine that deals with the structure, physiology and diseases of the lungs
pulp /p"lp/ noun soft tissue, especially when
surrounded by hard tissue as in the inside of a
tooth
pulp cavity / p"lp kvti/ noun the central
part of a tooth containing soft tissue
pulpy / p"lpi/ adjective made of pulp 쑗 the
pulpy tissue inside a tooth
pulsate /p"l set/ verb to expand and contract with a strong regular beat (NOTE: pulsatpulp

pulp cavity



pulpy



pulsate



ing – pulsated)
pulsation /p"l seʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of
pulsation



beating regularly, e.g. the visible pulse which
can be seen under the skin in some parts of the
body
pulse /p"ls/ noun the regular expansion and
contraction of an artery caused by the heart
pumping blood through the body, which can
be felt with the fingers especially where an artery is near the surface of the body, as in the
wrist or neck 쑗 Her pulse is very irregular. 왍
to take or feel a person’s pulse to measure a
person’s pulse rate by pressing on the skin
above an artery with the fingers 쑗 Has the patient’s pulse been taken?
pulse

COMMENT:

The standard adult pulse is about
72 beats per minute, but it is higher in children. The pulse is usually taken by placing the
fingers on the patient’s wrist, at the point
where the radial artery passes through the depression just below the thumb.
pulseless / p"lsləs/ adjective referring to a
pulseless



person who has no pulse because the heart is
beating very weakly
pulse oximetry /p"ls ɒk smətri/ noun a
method of measuring the oxygen content of arterial blood
pulse point / p"ls pɔnt/ noun a place on the
body where the pulse can be taken
pulse pressure / p"ls preʃə/ noun the difference between the diastolic and systolic
pressure. 쒁 Corrigan’s pulse
pulse rate / p"ls ret/ noun the number of
times the pulse beats per minute
pulsus / p"lsəs/ noun same as pulse
pulsus alternans /p"lsəs ɔ ltənnz/
noun a pulse with a beat which is alternately
strong and weak
pulsus bigeminus /p"lsəs ba &emnəs/
noun a double pulse, with an extra ectopic beat
pulsus paradoxus /p"lsəs prə dɒksəs/
noun a condition in which there is a sharp fall
in the pulse when the person breathes in
pulvis / p"lvs/ noun powder
pulse oximetry





pulse point



pulse pressure



pulse rate



pulsus



pulsus alternans



pulsus bigeminus





pulsus paradoxus



pulvis





pump /p"mp/ noun a machine which forces
liquids or air into or out of something 쐽 verb to
force liquid or air along a tube 쑗 The heart
pumps blood round the body. 쑗 The nurses
tried to pump the poison out of the stomach.
pumping chamber / p"mpŋ tʃembə/
noun one of the sections of the heart where
blood is pumped
punch drunk syndrome /p"ntʃ dr"ŋk
sndrəυm/ noun a condition affecting a person, usually a boxer, who has been hit on the
head many times and develops impaired mental faculties, trembling limbs and speech disorders
puncta / p"ŋktə/ plural of punctum
puncta lacrimalia /p"ŋktə lkr meliə/
plural noun small openings at the corners of the
eyes through which tears drain into the nose
punctate / p"ŋktet/ adjective referring to
tissue or a surface which has tiny spots, holes
or dents in it
punctum / p"ŋktəm/ noun a point (NOTE:
pump

pumping chamber



punch drunk syndrome

puncta



puncta lacrimalia





punctate



punctum



The plural is puncta.)
puncture / p"ŋktʃə/ noun 1. a neat hole
made by a sharp instrument 2. the making of a
puncture



hole in an organ or swelling to take a sample of
the contents or to remove fluid 쐽 verb to make
a hole in tissue with a sharp instrument (NOTE:
puncturing – punctured)
puncture wound / p"ŋktʃə wu nd/ noun a
puncture wound



wound made by a sharp instrument which
makes a hole in the tissue
pupil / pju p(ə)l/ noun the central opening in
the iris of the eye, through which light enters
the eye. See illustration at EYE in Supplement
pupillary / pju pləri/ adjective referring to
the pupil
pupillary reaction /pju pləri ri kʃən/
noun a reflex of the pupil of the eye which contracts when exposed to bright light. Also called
pupil



pupillary



pupillary reaction





light reflex

purchaser / p! tʃsə/ noun a body, usually a
PCG, which commissions health care and
manages the budget to pay for the service. 쒁
purchaser



provider
pure /pjυə/ adjective 1. not mixed with other
substances 2. very clean
pure alcohol /pjυə lkəhɒl/ noun alcohol
pure

pure alcohol



BP, alcohol with 5% water
purgation /p! &eʃ(ə)n/ noun the use of a
drug to cause a bowel movement
purgative / p! &ətv/ noun a drug used to
empty the bowels. 쒁 laxative
purge /p! d/ verb to induce evacuation of
the bowels (NOTE: purging – purged)
purified protein derivative /pjυərfad
prəυti n drvətv/ noun a pure form of tuberculin, used in tuberculin tests. Abbr PPD
purify / pjυərfa/ verb to make something
pure (NOTE: purifies – purifying – purified)
purgation



purgative



purge

purified protein derivative





purify
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purine / pjυəri n/ noun 1. a nitrogen-containing substance derived from uric acid which is
the parent compound of several biologically
important substances 2. a derivative of purine,
especially either of the bases adenine and guanine, which are found in RNA and DNA
Purkinje cells /pə kndi selz/ plural noun
neurones in the cerebellar cortex [Described
purine



Purkinje cells



1837. After Johannes Evangelista Purkinje
(1787–1869), Professor of Physiology at Breslau, now in Poland, and then Prague, Czech
Republic.]
Purkinje fibres /pə kndi fabəz/ plural
noun a bundle of fibres which form the atriovPurkinje fibres



entricular bundle and pass from the atrioventricular node to the septum [Described 1839.
After Johannes Evangelista Purkinje (1787–
1869), Professor of Physiology at Breslau, now
in Poland, and then Prague, Czech Republic.]
Purkinje shift /pə kndi ʃft/ noun the
Purkinje shift



change in colour sensitivity which takes place
in the eye in low light when the eye starts using
the rods in the retina because the light is too
weak to stimulate the cones
purpura / p! pjυrə/ noun a purple colouring
on the skin, similar to a bruise, caused by
blood disease and not by trauma
pursestring operation /p! sstrŋ ɒpə
reʃ(ə)n/ same as Shirodkar’s operation
pursestring stitch / p! sstrŋ sttʃ/ noun
same as Shirodkar suture
purulent / pjυərυlənt/ adjective containing
or producing pus
pus /p"s/ noun a yellow liquid composed of
blood serum, pieces of dead tissue, white
blood cells and the remains of bacteria, formed
by the body in reaction to infection (NOTE: For
purpura



pursestring operation





pursestring stitch



purulent



pus

other terms referring to pus, see words beginning with py- or pyo-.)
pustular / p"stjυlə/ adjective 1. covered with
or composed of pustules 2. referring to puspustular



tules
pustulate / p"stjυlet/ verb to become covered with pustules, or cause pustules to appear
on the skin (NOTE: pustulating – pustulated) 쐽
adjective covered with pustules
pustule / p"stju l/ noun a small pimple filled
with pus
putrefaction /pju tr fkʃən/ noun the decomposition of organic substances by bacteria,
making an unpleasant smell
putrefy / pju trfa/ verb to rot or decompose
pustulate



pustule



putrefaction





putrefy



(NOTE: putrefies – putrefying – putrefied)
put up /pυt "p/ verb to arrange something
such as a drip (NOTE: putting up – put up)
p.v. adverb by way of the vagina. Full form
per vaginam
PVS abbr persistent vegetative state
PWA /pi d"bljυ e/ noun a person with
put up



p.v.

PVS

PWA



Aids

pyloric

py- /pa/, pyo- /paəυ/ prefix same as pyopy-

(used before vowels)
pyaemia /pa i miə/ noun invasion of blood
pyaemia



with bacteria which then multiply and form
many little abscesses in various parts of the
body (NOTE: The US spelling is pyemia.)
pyarthrosis /paɑ θrəυss/ noun a condition in which a joint becomes infected with pyogenic organisms and fills with pus. Also
called acute suppurative arthritis
pyel- /paəl/ prefix same as pyelo- (used bepyarthrosis





pyel-

fore vowels)

pyelitis /paə lats/ noun inflammation of
the central part of the kidney
pyelo- /paələυ/ prefix referring to the pelvis
of the kidney
pyelocystitis /paələυs stats/ noun inflammation of the pelvis of the kidney and the
urinary bladder
pyelogram / paələ&rm/ noun an X-ray
photograph of a kidney and the urinary tract
pyelography /paə lɒ&rəfi/ noun X-ray examination of a kidney after introduction of a
contrast medium
pyelolithotomy /paələυl θɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a stone from the
pelvis of the kidney (NOTE: The plural is pyelopyelitis





pyelo-

pyelocystitis





pyelogram



pyelography





pyelolithotomy





lithotomies.)

pyelonephritis /paələυn frats/ noun inflammation of the kidney and the pelvis of the
kidney
pyeloplasty / paələplsti/ noun any surgical operation on the pelvis of the kidney (NOTE:
pyelonephritis





pyeloplasty



The plural is pyeloplasties.)
pyelotomy /paə lɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
pyelotomy





operation to make an opening in the pelvis of
the kidney (NOTE: The plural is pyelotomies.)
pyemia /pa i miə/ noun US same as pyaemia
pykno- /pknəυ/ prefix indicating thickness or
density
pyknolepsy / pknəlepsi/ noun a former
name for a type of frequent attack of petit mal
epilepsy affecting children
pyl- /pal/, pyle- / pali/ prefix referring to the
portal vein
pylephlebitis /paliflə bats/ noun thrombosis of the portal vein
pylethrombosis /paliθrɒm bəυss/ noun
a condition in which blood clots are present in
the portal vein or any of its branches
pylor- /pa lɔ r/ prefix same as pyloro- (used
pyemia



pykno-

pyknolepsy





pyl-



pylephlebitis





pylethrombosis





pylor-



before vowels)

pylorectomy /palə rektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the pylorus and the antrum of the stomach (NOTE: The plural is pypylorectomy





lorectomies.)
pylori /pa lɔ ri/ plural of pylorus
pyloric /pa lɒrk/ adjective referring to the
pylori



pyloric



pylorus
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pyloric antrum /palɒrk ntrəm/ noun a
space at the bottom of the stomach, before the
pyloric sphincter
pyloric orifice /palɒrk ɒrfs/ noun an
opening where the stomach joins the duodenum
pyloric sphincter /palɒrk sfŋktə/ noun
a muscle which surrounds the pylorus, makes
it contract and separates it from the duodenum
pyloric stenosis /palɒrk ste nəυss/
noun a blockage of the pylorus, which prevents
food from passing from the stomach into the
duodenum
pyloro- /pa lɔ rəυ/ prefix the pylorus
pyloroplasty /pa lɔ rəplsti/ noun a surgical operation to make the pylorus larger, sometimes combined with treatment for peptic ulcers (NOTE: The plural is pyloroplasties.)
pylorospasm /pa lɔ rəspz(ə)m/ noun a
muscle spasm which closes the pylorus so that
food cannot pass through into the duodenum
pylorotomy /palə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to cut into the muscle surrounding
the pylorus to relieve pyloric stenosis. Also
called Ramstedt’s operation (NOTE: The plural
pyloric antrum



pyloric orifice



pyloric sphincter



pyloric stenosis





pyloro-



pyloroplasty



pylorospasm



pylorotomy





is pylorotomies.)
pylorus /pa lɔ rəs/ noun an opening at the
pylorus



bottom of the stomach leading into the duodenum (NOTE: The plural is pylori.)
pyo- /paəυ/ prefix referring to pus
pyocele / paəsi l/ noun an enlargement of a
tube or cavity due to accumulation of pus
pyocolpos /paə kɒlpəs/ noun an accumulation of pus in the vagina
pyoderma /paə d! mə/ noun an eruption of
pus in the skin
pyoderma gangrenosum /paəd! mə
&ŋ&r nəυsəm/ noun a serious ulcerating
disease of the skin, especially the legs, usually
treated with steroid drugs
pyogenesis /paə denss/ noun the production or formation of pus
pyogenic /paə denk/ adjective producing
or forming pus
pyometra /paə mi trə/ noun an accumulation of pus in the uterus
pyomyositis /paəυmaə sats/ noun inflammation of a muscle caused by staphylococci or streptococci
pyonephrosis /paəυn frəυss/ noun the
distension of the kidney with pus
pyopericarditis
/paəυperikɑ dats/
noun an inflammation of the pericardium due
to infection with staphylococci, streptococci
or pneumococci
pyopneumothorax
/paəυnju məυ
θɔ rks/ noun an accumulation of pus and
gas or air in the pleural cavity
pyo-

pyocele



pyocolpos





pyoderma





pyoderma gangrenosum





pyogenesis





pyogenic





pyometra





pyomyositis





pyonephrosis





pyopericarditis





pyopneumothorax







pyorrhoea /paə riə/ noun discharge of pus
pyorrhoea





(NOTE: The US spelling is pyorrhea.)

pyorrhoea alveolaris /paəriə lviəυ
lɑ rs/ noun suppuration from the supporting
tissues round the teeth
pyosalpinx /paə slpŋks/ noun inflammation and formation of pus in a Fallopian
tube
pyothorax /paə θɔ rks/ noun same as
pyorrhoea alveolaris





pyosalpinx





pyothorax





empyema

pyr- /par/ prefix same as pyro- (used before
vowels)
pyr-

pyramid / prəmd/ noun a cone-shaped part
of the body, especially a cone-shaped projection on the surface of the medulla oblongata or
in the medulla of the kidney. See illustration at
KIDNEY in Supplement
pyramidal /p rmd(ə)l/ adjective referring
to a pyramid
pyramidal cell /p rmd(ə)l sel/ noun a
cone-shaped cell in the cerebral cortex
pyramidal system /p rmd(ə)l sstəm/,
pyramidal tract /p rmd(ə)l trkt/ noun a
group of nerve fibres within the pyramid of the
medulla oblongata in the brain. It is thought to
be vital in controlling movement and speech.
pyretic /pa retk/ adjective referring to fever
쐽 noun an agent that causes fever
pyrexia /pa reksiə/ noun same as fever
pyrexic /pa reksk/ adjective having fever
pyridostigmine /prdəυ st&mi n/ noun a
drug which stops or delays the action of the enzyme cholinesterase, used to treat myasthenia
gravis
pyridoxine /pr dɒksn/ noun same as Vitapyramid



pyramidal



pyramidal cell



pyramidal system





pyretic



pyrexia



pyrexic



pyridostigmine





pyridoxine





min B6

pyrimidine /p rmdi n/ noun 1. a strongsmelling nitrogenous based compound with a
six-sided ring structure that is the parent compound of several biologically important substances 2. a derivative of pyrimidine, especially any of the bases cytosine, thymine, and
uracil which are found in RNA and DNA
pyro- /parəυ/ prefix burning or fever
pyrogen / parəden/ noun a substance
which causes a fever
pyrogenic /parə denk/ adjective causing
a fever
pyromania /parəυ meniə/ noun an uncontrollable desire to start fires
pyrophobia /parəυ fəυbiə/ noun an unusual fear of fire
pyruvic acid /paru vk sd/ noun a substance formed from glycogen in the muscles
when it is broken down to release energy
pyuria /pa jυəriə/ noun pus in the urine
pyrimidine



pyro-

pyrogen



pyrogenic





pyromania





pyrophobia





pyruvic acid



pyuria
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Q
q.d.s.

q.d.s. adverb (written on prescriptions) to be
taken four times a day. Full form quater in die

muscle in the front of the thigh, which extends
to the leg

sumendus
Q fever / kju fi və/ noun an infectious rick-

COMMENT: The quadriceps femoris is divided
into four parts: the rectus femoris, vastus lateralis, vastus medialis and vastus intermedius. It is the sensory receptors in the quadriceps which react to give a knee jerk when the
patellar tendon is tapped.
quadriplegia /kwɒdr pli də/ noun paral-

Q fever



ettsial disease of sheep and cows caused by
Coxiella burnetti transmitted to humans

COMMENT: Q fever mainly affects farm workers
and workers in the meat industry. The symptoms are fever, cough and headaches.
q.i.d. adverb (written on prescriptions) four
times a day. Full form quater in die
q.l. adverb (written on prescriptions) as much as
you like. Full form quantum libet
q.m. adverb (written on prescriptions) every
morning. Full form quaque mane
q.n. adverb (written on prescriptions) every
night. Full form quaque nocte
QRS complex /kju ɑ r es kɒmpleks/
q.i.d.

q.l.

q.m.

q.n.

QRS complex



noun the deflections on an electrocardiogram,

labelled Q, R, and S, which show ventricular
contraction. 쒁 PQRST complex
q.s. adverb (written on prescriptions) as much
as necessary. Full form quantum sufficiat
Q-T interval /kju ti ntəv(ə)l/, Q-S2 interval /kju es tu ntəv(ə)l/ noun the
length of the QRS complex in an electrocardiogram. 쒁 PQRST complex
quad /kwɒd/ noun same as quadruplet
q.s.

Q-T interval





quad

(informal )

quadrant / kwɒdrənt/ noun one of four sectors of the body thought of as being divided by
the sagittal plane and the intertubercular plane
쑗 tenderness in the right lower quadrant
quadrantanopia
/kwɒdrntə nəυpiə/
noun blindness in a quarter of the field of vision
quadrate lobe / kwɒdret ləυb/ noun a lobe
on the lower side of the liver
quadratus /kwɒ dretəs/ noun any muscle
with four sides
quadratus
femoris
/kwɒdretəs
femərs/ noun a muscle at the top of the femur which rotates the thigh
quadri- /kwɒdri/ prefix four
quadriceps / kwɒdrseps/, quadriceps
femoris /kwɒdrseps femɒrs/ noun a large
quadrant



quadrantanopia





quadrate lobe



quadratus



quadratus femoris



quadri-

quadriceps





quadriplegia





ysis of all four limbs, both arms and both legs
quadriplegic /kwɒdr pli dk/ adjective
paralysed in both arms and both legs 쐽 noun a
person paralysed in both arms and both legs
quadruple / kwɒdrυp(ə)l/ adjective 1. consisting of four times as much 2. having four
parts
quadruplet / kwɒdrυplət/ noun one of four
babies born to a mother at the same time. Also
called quad
quadruple
vaccine
/kwɒdrυp(ə)l
vksi n/ noun a vaccine which immunises
against four diseases, diphtheria, whooping
cough, poliomyelitis and tetanus
quadrupod / kwɒdrυpɒd/ noun a walking
stick which ends in four little legs
qualification /kwɒlf keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
quality which makes a person suitable to do
something 2. an official recognition of a standard of achievement, e.g. a degree or diploma 쑗
She has a qualification in pharmacy. 쑗 Are his
qualifications recognised in Great Britain?
qualify / kwɒlfa/ verb 1. to make a person
suitable to do something 2. to pass a course of
study and be accepted as being able to practise
쑗 He qualified as a doctor two years ago.
quadriplegic





quadruple



quadruplet



quadruple vaccine



quadrupod



qualification





qualify



(NOTE: [all senses] qualifies – qualifying –
qualified)
qualitative / kwɒltətv/ adjective referring
qualitative



to a study in which descriptive information is
collected. Compare quantitative
quality / kwɒlti/ noun 1. a characteristic of
somebody or something 2. the general standard or grade of something 3. the highest or finest standard
quality assurance / kwɒlti əʃυərəns/
noun a set of criteria which are designed to
check that people in an organisation maintain
quality



quality assurance
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a high standard in the products or services they
supply
quality circle / kwɒləti s! k(ə)l/ noun a
group of employees from different levels of an
organisation who meet regularly to discuss
ways of improving the quality of its products
or services
Qualpacs / kwɒlpks/, Quality Patient
Care Scale /kwɒlti peʃ(ə)nt keə skel/
noun a method which guides nurses to evaluate
their activity in terms of efficiency of cost,
time, use of skill level and workload
quantitative / kwɒnttətv/ adjective referring to a study in which numerical information
is collected. Compare qualitative
quantitative digital radiography /kwɒn
ttətv ddt(ə)l redi ɒ&rəfi/ noun the use
of digital X-ray scans to find out whether a
person has a bone disease such as osteoporosis. The levels of calcium in the bones are
measured, usually in the spine and hip.
quarantine / kwɒrənti n/ noun 1. the situation in which a person, animal or ship just arrived in a country is kept isolated in case it carries a serious disease, to allow the disease time
to develop and be detected 2. the period of
such isolation to prevent the spread of disease
쑗 six months’ quarantine 쐽 verb to put a person or animal in quarantine (NOTE: quarantinquality circle



Qualpacs





quantitative



quantitative digital radiography





quarantine



ing – quarantined)
COMMENT: People who are suspected of having an infectious disease can be kept in quarantine for a period which varies according to
the incubation period of the disease. The main
diseases concerned are cholera, yellow fever
and typhus.
quartan / kwɔ t(ə)n/ adjective referring to a
quartan



fever which occurs every fourth day, e.g. in
some types of malaria
quartan fever / kwɔ t(ə)n fi və/ noun a
form of malaria caused by Plasmodium malariae in which the fever returns every four days.
quartan fever



쒁 tertian fever

queasiness / kwi znəs/ noun the feeling of
being about to vomit
queasy / kwi zi/ adjective feeling as though
about to vomit
Queckenstedt test / kwekənsted test/
noun a test done during a lumbar puncture in
which pressure is applied to the jugular veins
to see if the cerebrospinal fluid is flowing correctly [Described 1916. After Hans Heinrich
queasiness



queasy



Queckenstedt test



George Queckenstedt (1876–1918), German
physician.]

quickening / kwknŋ/ noun the first sign of
life in an unborn baby, usually after about four
months of pregnancy, when the mother can
feel it moving in her uterus
Quick test / kwk test/, Quick’s test noun a
test to identify the clotting factors in a blood
sample [Described 1932. After Armand James
quickening



Quick test



Quick (1894–1978), Professor of Biochemistry,
Marquette University, USA.]
quiescent /kwi es(ə)nt/ adjective referring
quiescent



to a disease with symptoms reduced either by
treatment or in the usual course of the disease
quin /kwn/ noun same as quintuplet
quin

(informal ) (NOTE: The US term is quint.)

quinine /kw ni n/ noun an alkaloid drug
made from the bark of cinchona, a South
American tree
quinine



COMMENT: Quinine was formerly used to treat
the fever symptoms of malaria, but is not often
used now because of its side-effects. Small
amounts of quinine have a tonic effect and are
used in tonic water.
quinine
poisoning
/kw ni n
pɔz(ə)nŋ/, quininism / kwni nz(ə)m /,
quinism / kwnz(ə)m/ noun an illness
quinine poisoning







caused by taking too much quinine, leading to
dizziness and noises in the head
quinolone /kwnə ləυn/ noun a drug used to
treat Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacterial infections of the respiratory and urinary
tracts and of the gastro-intestinal system
quinolone



(NOTE: Quinolone drugs have names ending in oxacin: ciprofloxacin)
COMMENT: Contraindications include use in
pregnancy, renal disease and for use in children.
quinsy / kwnzi/ noun acute throat inflamquinsy



mation with an abscess round a tonsil. Also
called peritonsillar abscess
quint /kwnt/ noun US same as quintuplet
quintan / kwntən/ adjective referring to a fever that occurs every fifth day
quintuplet / kwntjυplət/ noun one of five
babies born to a mother at the same time. Also
called quin, quint
quotidian /kwəυ tdiən/ adjective recurring
daily
quotidian fever /kwəυtdiən fi və/ noun a
violent form of malaria in which the fever returns at daily or even shorter intervals
quotient / kwəυʃ(ə)nt/ noun the result when
one number is divided by another
Q wave / kju wev/ noun a negative deflection at the start of the QRS complex on an electrocardiogram, going downwards
quint

quintan



quintuplet



quotidian



quotidian fever



quotient



Q wave
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R symbol roentgen
R/ abbreviation prescription. Full form recipe
rabbit fever / rbt fi və/ noun same as tuR/

rabbit fever



laraemia
rabid / rbd/ adjective referring to rabies, or
affected by rabies 쑗 She was bitten by a rabid
rabid



dog.
rabid encephalitis /rbd enkefə lats/
noun a fatal form of encephalitis resulting
from the bite of a rabid animal
rabies / rebi z/ noun a frequently fatal viral
disease transmitted to humans by infected animals 쑗 The hospital ordered a batch of rabies
vaccine. Also called hydrophobia
rabid encephalitis







rabies



COMMENT: Rabies affects the mental balance,
and the symptoms include difficulty in breathing or swallowing and an intense fear of water
(hydrophobia) to the point of causing convulsions at the sight of water.
racemose / rsməυs/ adjective referring to
racemose



glands which look like a bunch of grapes
rachi- /reki/ prefix same as rachio- (used berachi-

fore vowels)

rachianaesthesia /rekinəs θi ziə/ same
as spinal anaesthesia (NOTE: The US spelling is
rachianaesthesia





rachianesthesia.)
rachio- /rekiəυ/ prefix referring to the spine
rachiotomy /reki ɒtəmi/ noun same as
laminectomy (NOTE: The plural is rachiotomies.)
rachis / reks/ noun same as backbone
(NOTE: The plural is rachises or rachides.)
rachischisis /re kskss/ noun same as
spina bifida
rachitic /rə ktk/ adjective referring to rickrachio-

rachiotomy





rachis



rachischisis



rachitic



ets
rachitis /rə kats/ noun same as rickets
rad /rd/ noun a unit of measurement of absorbed radiation dose. 쒁 becquerel, gray
rachitis



rad

(NOTE: Gray is now used to mean one hundred
rads.)
radial / rediəl/ adjective 1. referring to something which branches 2. referring to the radius
radial



bone in the arm
radial artery / rediəl ɑ təri/ noun an artery
which branches from the brachial artery, runradial artery



ning near the radius, from the elbow to the
palm of the hand
radial nerve / rediəl n! v/ noun the main
motor nerve in the arm, running down the back
of the upper arm and the outer side of the forearm
radial pulse / rediəl p"ls/ noun the main
pulse in the wrist, taken near the outer edge of
the forearm just above the wrist
radial recurrent /rediəl r k"rənt/ noun
an artery in the arm which forms a loop beside
the brachial artery
radial reflex /rediəl ri fleks/ noun a jerk
made by the forearm when the insertion in the
radius of one of the muscles, the brachioradialis, is hit
radiate / rediet/ verb 1. to spread out in all
directions from a central point 쑗 The pain radiates from the site of the infection. 2. to send
out rays 쑗 Heat radiates from the body. (NOTE:
radial nerve



radial pulse



radial recurrent





radial reflex



radiate



radiating – radiated)
radiation /redi eʃ(ə)n/ noun waves of enradiation





ergy which are given off by some substances,
especially radioactive substances

COMMENT: Prolonged exposure to many types
of radiation can be harmful. Nuclear radiation
is the most obvious, but exposure to X-rays,
either as a patient being treated or as a radiographer, can cause radiation sickness. First
symptoms of the sickness are diarrhoea and
vomiting, but radiation exposure can also be
followed by skin burns and loss of hair. Massive exposure to radiation can kill quickly, and
any person exposed to radiation is more likely
to develop certain types of cancer than other
members of the population.
radiation burn /redi eʃ(ə)n b! n/ noun a
radiation burn





burn on the skin caused by exposure to large
amounts of radiation
radiation enteritis /redieʃ(ə)n entə
rats/ noun enteritis caused by X-rays
radiation sickness /redi eʃ(ə)n sknəs/
noun an illness caused by exposure to radiation
from radioactive substances
radiation
treatment
/redi eʃ(ə)n
tri tmənt/ noun same as radiotherapy
radical / rdk(ə)l/ adjective 1. aiming to
deal with the root of a problem, taking thorough action to remove the source of a disease
radiation enteritis





radiation sickness





radiation treatment



radical
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rather than treat its symptoms 2. referring to an
operation which removes the whole of a part or
of an organ, together with its lymph system
and other tissue
radical mastectomy /rdk(ə)l m
stektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a breast and the lymph nodes and muscles associated with it
radical
mastoidectomy
/rdk(ə)l
mstɔ dektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
remove all of the mastoid process
radical treatment /rdk(ə)l tri tmənt/
noun treatment which aims at complete eradication of a disease
radicle / rdk(ə)l/ noun 1. a small root or
vein 2. a tiny fibre which forms the root of a
nerve
radicular /rə dkjυlə/ adjective referring to a
radicle
radiculitis /rədkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of a radicle of a cranial or spinal nerve
radio- /rediəυ/ prefix 1. referring to radiation
2. referring to radioactive substances 3. referring to the radius in the arm
radioactive /rediəυ ktv/ adjective with a
nucleus which disintegrates and gives off energy in the form of radiation which can pass
through other substances
radical mastectomy





radical mastoidectomy





radical treatment



radicle



radicular



radiculitis





radio-

radioactive





COMMENT:

The commonest naturally radioactive substances are radium and uranium. Other substances can be made radioactive for
medical purposes by making their nuclei unstable, so forming radioactive isotopes. Radioactive iodine is used to treat conditions such
as thyrotoxicosis. Radioactive isotopes of various chemicals are used to check the functioning of, or disease in, internal organs.
radioactive
isotope
/rediəυktv
asətəυp/ noun an isotope which sends out
radioactive isotope



radiation, used in radiotherapy and scanning
radioactivity /rediəυk tvti/ noun energy in the form of radiation emitted by a radioactive substance
radiobiologist /rediəυba ɒlədst/ noun
a doctor who specialises in radiobiology
radiobiology /rediəυba ɒlədi/ noun the
scientific study of radiation and its effects on
living things
radiocarpal joint /rediəυ kɑ p(ə)l dɔnt/
noun the joint where the radius articulates with
the scaphoid, one of the carpal bones. Also
called wrist joint
radiodermatitis
/rediəυd! mə tats/
noun inflammation of the skin caused by exposure to radiation
radiodiagnosis
/ rediəυdaə& nəυss/
noun an X-ray diagnosis
radiograph / rediə&rɑ f/ noun an image
produced on film or another sensitive surface
when radiation such as X-rays or gamma rays
passes through an object 쐽 verb to make a radiograph of something, especially a part of the
body
radioactivity





radiobiologist





radiobiology





radiocarpal joint



radiodermatitis







radiodiagnosis



radiograph





radiographer /redi ɒ&rəfə/ noun 1. a person specially trained to operate a machine to
take X-ray photographs or radiographs. Also
called diagnostic radiographer 2. a person
specially trained to use X-rays or radioactive
isotopes in the treatment of patients. Also
called therapeutic radiographer
radiography /redi ɒ&rəfi/ noun the work
of examining the internal parts of the body by
taking X-ray photographs
radioimmunoassay
/rediəυmjυnəυ
se/ noun the use of radioactive tracers to investigate the presence of antibodies in blood
samples, in order to measure the antibodies
themselves or the amount of particular substances, such as hormones, in the blood
radioisotope /rediəυ asətəυp/ noun an
isotope of a chemical element which is radioactive
radiographer





radiography





radioimmunoassay







radioisotope





COMMENT: Radioisotopes are used in medicine to provide radiation for radiation treatment. Radioactive isotopes of various chemicals are used to check the way organs function or if they are diseased: for example,
radioisotopes of iodine are used to investigate
thyroid activity.
radiologist /red ɒlədst/ noun a doctor
radiologist





who specialises in radiology
radiology /redi ɒlədi/ noun the use of radiation to diagnose disorders, e.g. through the
use of X-rays or radioactive tracers, or to treat
diseases such as cancer
radiomimetic /rediəυm metk/ adjective
referring to a drug or chemical which produces
similar effects to those of radiation, e.g. the nitrogen mustard group of chemicals used in
chemotherapy
radionuclide /rediəυ nju klad/ noun an
element which gives out radiation
radionuclide scan /rediəυ nju klad
skn/ noun a scan, especially of the brain,
where radionuclides are put in compounds
which are concentrated in particular parts of
the body
radio-opaque /rediəυ əυ pek/ adjective
absorbing and blocking radiant energy, e.g. Xrays
radiology





radiomimetic





radionuclide





radionuclide scan





radio-opaque





COMMENT: Radio-opaque substances appear
light or white on X-rays and are used to make
it easier to have clear radiographs of certain
organs.
radio-opaque dye /rediəυ əυpek da/
radio-opaque dye





noun a liquid which appears on an X-ray, and

which is introduced into soft organs such as
the kidney so that they show up clearly on an
X-ray photograph
radiopaque /rediəυ pek/ adjective same
as radio-opaque
radiopharmaceutical
/ rediəυfɑ mə
su tk(ə)l/ noun a radioisotope used in medical diagnosis or treatment
radio pill / rediəυ pl/ noun a tablet with a
tiny radio transmitter
radiopaque





radiopharmaceutical



radio pill
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COMMENT: The person swallows the pill and as

it passes through the body it gives off information about the digestive system.

radioscopy /redi ɒskəpi/ noun an examination of an X-ray photograph on a fluorescent
screen
radiosensitive /rediəυ senstv/ adjective
referring to a cancer cell which is sensitive to
radiation and can be treated by radiotherapy
radiosensitivity
/rediəυsensə tvti/
noun sensitivity of a cell to radiation
radiotherapist /rediəυ θerəpst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in radiotherapy
radiotherapy /rediəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of diseases by exposing the affected
part to radioactive rays such as X-rays or gamma rays
radioscopy





radiosensitive





radiosensitivity





radiotherapist





radiotherapy





COMMENT: Many forms of cancer can be treated by directing radiation at the diseased part
of the body.
radium / rediəm/ noun a radioactive metallic
element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Ra.)
radius / rediəs/ noun the shorter and outer of
radium



radius



the two bones in the forearm between the elbow and the wrist. See illustration at HAND in
Supplement (NOTE: The plural is radii. The other

bone in the forearm is the ulna.)
radix / redks/ noun same as root (NOTE: The
plural is radices or radixes.)
radon / redɒn/ noun a radioactive gas,
radix



radon



formed from the radioactive decay of radium,
and used in capsules called radon seeds to treat
cancers inside the body (NOTE: The chemical

symbol is Rn.)
COMMENT: Radon occurs naturally in soil, in
construction materials and even in ground water. It can seep into houses and causes radiation sickness.
raise /rez/ verb 1. to lift something 쑗 Lie
raise

with your legs raised above the level of your
head. 2. to increase something 쑗 Anaemia
causes a raised level of white blood cells in the
body.
rale /rɑ l/ noun same as crepitation
rally / rli/ verb to recover after a period of illness 쐽 noun a sudden recovery after a period
of illness
Ramstedt’s operation / rɑ mstets ɒpə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun same as pylorotomy [Derale

rally



Ramstedt’s operation





scribed 1912. After Wilhelm Conrad Ramstedt
(1867–1963), German surgeon.]
ramus / reməs/ noun 1. a branch of a nerve,
artery or vein 2. the ascending part on each
side of the mandible (NOTE: The plural is rami.)
R & D /ɑ r ən di / abbr research and develramus



R & D



opment
randomised / rndəmazd/, randomized
adjective involving subjects which have been
selected without a prearranged plan and in no
particular pattern or order
range /rend/ noun 1. a series of different
but similar things 쑗 The drug offers protection
against a wide range of diseases. 쑗 Doctors
randomised



range

ratio

have a range of drugs which can be used to
treat arthritis. 2. the difference between lowest
and highest values in a series of data
ranitidine /r ntdi n/ noun a drug which
reduces the amount of acid released by the
stomach. It is used to treat peptic ulcers and
gastritis.
ranula / rnjυlə/ noun a small cyst under the
tongue, on the floor of the mouth, which forms
when a salivary duct is blocked
Ranvier / rɑ nv e/ 쏡 node of Ranvier
rape /rep/ noun the crime of forcing somebody to have sexual intercourse 쐽 verb to force
somebody to have sexual intercourse
raphe / refi/ noun a long thin fold which
looks like a seam, along a midline such as on
the dorsal face of the tongue
rapid / rpd/ adjective fast
rapid-acting /rpd ktŋ/ adjective referring to a drug or treatment which has an effect
very quickly
rapid eye movement sleep /rpd a
mu vmənt sli p/ noun same as REM sleep
rapport /r pɔ / noun an emotional bond or
friendly relationship between people 쑗 a psychiatrist who quickly establishes a rapport
with his patients
rare /reə/ adjective referring to something
such as a disease of which there are very few
cases 쑗 He is suffering from a rare blood disorder.
rarefaction /reər fkʃən/ noun a condition
in which bone tissue becomes more porous
and less dense because of a lack of calcium
rarefy / reərfa/ verb 1. (of bones) to become
less dense 2. to make something less dense
rash /rʃ/ noun a mass of small spots which
stays on the skin for a period of time, and then
disappears 왍 to break out in a rash to have a
rash which starts suddenly 쑗 She had a high
temperature and then broke out in a rash.
ranitidine



ranula



Ranvier





rape

raphe



rapid



rapid-acting



rapid eye movement sleep



rapport



rare

rarefaction





rarefy



rash

COMMENT: Many common diseases such as
chickenpox and measles have a characteristic rash as their main symptom. Rashes can
be very irritating, but the itching can be relieved by applying calamine lotion.
raspatory / rspət(ə)ri/ noun a surgical inraspatory



strument like a file, which is used to scrape the
surface of a bone
ratbite fever / rtbat fi və/, ratbite disease / rtbat dzi z/ noun fever caused by
either of two bacteria Spirillum minor or
Streptobacillus moniliformis and transmitted
to humans by rats
rate /ret/ noun 1. the amount or proportion of
something compared with something else 2.
the number of times something happens in a
set time 쑗 The heart was beating at a rate of
only 59 per minute.
ratio / reʃiəυ/ noun a number which shows a
proportion or which is the result of one
number divided by another 쑗 An IQ is the ratio
ratbite fever







rate

ratio
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of the person’s mental age to his or her chronological age.
rattle / rt(ə)l/ noun a harsh noise made in
the throat, caused by a blockage to breathing
and heard especially near death
Rauwolfia /rɔ wυlfiə/ noun a tranquillising
drug extracted from the plant Rauwolfia serpentine, sometimes used to treat high blood
pressure
raw /rɔ / adjective 1. not cooked 2. sensitive 쑗
The scab came off leaving the raw wound exposed to the air. 3. referring to skin scraped or
partly removed
ray /re/ noun a line of light, radiation or heat
Raynaud’s disease / renəυz d zi z/, Raynaud’s phenomenon / renəυz fnɒmnən/
noun a condition with various possible causes
in which the blood supply to the fingers and
toes is restricted and they become cold, white
and numb. Also called dead man’s fingers, varattle



Rauwolfia



raw

ray

Raynaud’s disease









sospasm [Described 1862. After Maurice Raynaud (1834–81), French physician.]
RBC abbr red blood cell
RCGP abbr Royal College of General PractiRBC

RCGP

tioners
RCN abbr Royal College of Nursing
RCOG abbr Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists
RCP abbr Royal College of Physicians
RCPsych /ɑ si sak/ abbr Royal College
of Psychiatrists
RCS abbr Royal College of Surgeons
RCT abbr randomised controlled trial
reabsorb /ri əb zɔ b/ verb to absorb or take
up something again 쑗 Glucose is reabsorbed
by the tubules in the kidney.
reabsorption /ri əb zɔ pʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of being reabsorbed 쑗 Some substances which are filtered into the tubules of the kidney, then pass into the bloodstream by tubular
reabsorption.
reach /ri tʃ/ noun 1. the distance which one
can stretch to get hold of or touch something 쑗
Medicines should be kept out of the reach of
children. 2. the distance which one can travel
easily 쑗 The hospital is in easy reach of the
railway station. 쐽 verb to arrive at a point 쑗
The infection has reached the lungs.
react /ri kt/ verb 1. 왍 to react to something
to act because of something else, to act in response to something 쑗 The tissues reacted to
the cortisone injection. 쑗 The patient reacted
badly to the penicillin. 쑗 She reacted positively to the Widal test. 2. 왍 to react with something (of a chemical substance) to change because of the presence of another substance
reaction /ri kʃən/ noun 1. an action which
takes place as a direct result of something
which has happened earlier 쑗 A rash appeared
as a reaction to the penicillin injection. 2. an
effect produced by a stimulus 쑗 The patient
RCN

RCOG

RCP

RCPsych



RCS

RCT

reabsorb





reabsorption



reach

react



reaction





experienced an allergic reaction to oranges. 3.
the particular response of someone to a test
reactionary /ri kʃən(ə)ri/ adjective same
as reactive
reactionary haemorrhage /rikʃən(ə)ri
hem(ə)rd/ noun bleeding which follows an
operation
reactivate /ri ktvet/ verb to make something active again 쑗 His general physical
weakness has reactivated the dormant virus.
reactive /ri ktv/ adjective taking place as a
reaction to something else
reactive arthritis /riktv ɑ θrats/ noun
arthritis caused by a reaction to something
reactive hyperaemia /riktv hapər
i miə/ noun congestion of blood vessels after
an occlusion has been removed
reading / ri dŋ/ noun a note taken of figures,
especially of degrees on a scale 쑗 The sphygmomanometer gave a diastolic reading of 70.
reagent /ri edənt/ noun a chemical substance which reacts with another substance,
especially one which is used to detect the presence of the second substance
reagin / rədn/ noun an antibody which reacts against an allergen
real-time imaging /rəl tam mdŋ/
noun the use of ultrasound information to produce a series of images of a process or changing object almost instantly
reappear /ri ə pə/ verb to appear again
rear /rə/, rear end /rə end/ noun same as
reactionary



reactionary haemorrhage



reactivate



reactive



reactive arthritis





reactive hyperaemia





reading



reagent



reagin



real-time imaging



reappear





rear

buttock (informal )
reason / ri z(ə)n/ noun 1. something which
explains why something happens 쑗 What was
reason



the reason for the sudden drop in the patient’s
pulse rate? 2. the fact of being mentally stable
쑗 Her reason was beginning to fail.
reassurance /ri ə ʃυərəns/ noun an act of
reassuring
reassure /ri ə ʃυə/ verb to calm someone
who is worried and give them hope 쑗 The doctor reassured her that the drug had no unpleasant side-effects. 쑗 He reassured the old
lady that she should be able to walk again in a
few weeks.
Reaven’s Syndrome / ri vənz sndrəυm/
noun a clinical syndrome characterised by
Type 2 diabetes, abdominal obesity, hypertension and dyslipidaemia. Insulin resistance may
be a key factor. [Described 1988. After Gerald
reassurance





reassure





Reaven’s Syndrome



Reaven, US physician.]
rebore / ri bɔ / noun same as endarterectomy (informal )
rebuild /ri bld/ verb to make good again a
damaged structure or part of the body 쑗 After
rebore



rebuild



the accident, she had several operations to rebuild her pelvis.
recalcitrant /r klstrənt/ adjective not responding to treatment 쑗 a recalcitrant condition
recalcitrant
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recall /r kɔ l/ noun the act of remembering
something from the past 쐽 verb to remember
something which happened in the past
recanalisation /ri knəla zeʃ(ə)n/, recanalization noun surgery to unblock a vessel
within the body or reconnect a tube or duct
receive /r si v/ verb to get something, especially a transplanted organ 쑗 She received six
pints of blood in a transfusion. 쑗 He received
a new kidney from his brother.
receptaculum /ri sep tkjυləm/ noun part
of a tube which is expanded to form a sac
receptor /r septə/, receptor cell /r septə
sel/ noun a nerve ending or cell which senses a
change such as cold or heat in the surrounding
environment or in the body and reacts to it by
sending an impulse to the central nervous system
recess /r ses/ noun a hollow part in an organ
recessive /r sesv/ adjective (of an allele)
having the characteristic that leads to the trait
which it controls being suppressed by the presence of the corresponding dominant allele.
Compare dominant
recall



recanalisation





receive



receptaculum



receptor





recess



recessive



COMMENT:

Since each physical characteristic
is governed by two genes, if one is dominant
and the other recessive, the resulting trait will
be that of the dominant gene. Traits governed
by recessive genes will appear if both genes
are recessive.
recipient /r spiənt/ noun a person who rerecipient



ceives something such as a transplant or a
blood transfusion from a donor

‘…bone marrow from donors has to be carefully
matched with the recipient or graft-versus-host disease will ensue’ [Hospital Update]
recognise / rekə&naz/, recognize verb 1. to
recognise



see or sense something or someone and remember it from an earlier occasion 쑗 She did
not recognise her mother. 2. to approve of
something officially 쑗 The diploma is recognised by the Department of Health.
recombinant DNA /rkɒmbnənt di en
e/ noun DNA extracted from two or more different sources and joined together to form a
single molecule or fragment. This technology
is used to produce molecules and organisms
with new properties.
recommend /rekə mend/ verb to suggest
that it would be a good thing if someone did
something 쑗 The doctor recommended that
she should stay in bed. 쑗 I would recommend
following a diet to try to lose some weight.
reconstruct /ri kən str"kt/ verb to repair
and rebuild a damaged part of the body
reconstruction /ri kən str"kʃən/ noun the
process of repairing and rebuilding a damaged
part of the body
reconstructive surgery /ri kənstr"ktv
s! dəri/ noun surgery which rebuilds a damaged part of the body. 쒁 plastic surgery
recombinant DNA



recommend





reconstruct





reconstruction





reconstructive surgery



rectally

record / rekɔ d/ verb /r kɔ d/ to note information 쑗 The chart records the variations in
the patient’s blood pressure. 쑗 You must take
the patient’s temperature every hour and
record it in this book. 쐽 noun a piece of information about something
record





COMMENT: Patients now have a legal right to
have access to their medical records.
recover /r k"və/ verb 1. to get better after an
illness, operation or accident 쑗 She recovered
from her concussion in a few days. 쑗 It will
recover



take him weeks to recover from the accident.
(NOTE: You recover from an illness.) 2. to get
back something which has been lost 쑗 Will he
ever recover the use of his legs? 쑗 She recov-

ered her eyesight even though the doctors had
thought she would be permanently blind.
recovery /r k"v(ə)ri/ noun the process of returning to health after being ill or injured 왍 he
is well on the way to recovery he is getting
better 왍 she made only a partial recovery she
is better, but is not completely well 왍 she has
made a complete or splendid recovery she is
completely well
recovery position /r k"vəri pə zʃ(ə)n/
noun a position in which someone is lying face
downwards, with one knee and one arm bent
forwards and the face turned to one side
recovery



recovery position





COMMENT: It is called the recovery position because it is recommended for accident victims
or for people who are suddenly ill, while waiting for an ambulance to arrive. The position
prevents the person from swallowing and
choking on blood or vomit.
recovery room /r k"v(ə)ri ru m/ noun a
recovery room



room in a hospital where patients are cared for
after they have had a surgical operation and are
recovering from the effects of the anaesthetic.
Abbr RR
recreational drug /rekri eʃ(ə)n(ə)l dr"&/
noun a drug that is taken for pleasure rather
than because of medical need
recrudescence /ri kru des(ə)ns/ noun the
reappearance of symptoms of a disease which
seemed to have got better
recrudescent /ri kru des(ə)nt/ adjective
referring to a symptom which has reappeared
recruit /r kru t/ verb to get people to join the
staff or a group 쑗 We are trying to recruit more
nursing staff.
recreational drug





recrudescence





recrudescent





recruit



‘…patients presenting with symptoms of urinary
tract infection were recruited in a general practice
surgery’ [Journal of the Royal College of General
Practitioners]
rect- /rekt/ prefix same as recto- (used before
vowels)
recta / rektə/ plural of rectum
rectal / rekt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the recrect-

recta



rectal



tum
rectal fissure /rekt(ə)l fʃə/ noun a crack
in the wall of the anal canal
rectally / rekt(ə)li/ adverb through the rectum 쑗 The temperature was taken rectally.
rectal fissure



rectally
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rectal prolapse /rekt(ə)l prəυlps/ noun
a condition in which part of the rectum moves
downwards and passes through the anus
rectal temperature /rekt(ə)l temprtʃə/
noun the temperature in the rectum, taken with
a rectal thermometer
rectal thermometer /rekt(ə)l θə mɒmtə/
noun a thermometer which is inserted into the
rectum to take the person’s temperature
rectal triangle /rekt(ə)l traŋ&(ə)l/ noun
same as anal triangle
recti / rekti/ plural of rectus
recto- /rektəυ/ prefix referring to the rectum
rectocele / rektəυsi l/ noun a condition associated with prolapse of the uterus, in which
the rectum protrudes into the vagina. Also
called proctocele
rectopexy / rektəυpeksi/ noun a surgical
operation to attach a rectum which has prolapsed
rectoscope / rektəskəυp/ noun an instrument for looking into the rectum
rectosigmoid /rektəυ s&mɔd/ noun the
part of the large intestine where the sigmoid
colon joins the rectum
rectosigmoidectomy
/rektəυs&mɔ
dektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the
sigmoid colon and the rectum
rectovaginal /rektəυvə dan(ə)l/ adjective relating to both the rectum and the vagina
rectovaginal examination /rektəυvə
dan(ə)l &zm neʃ(ə)n/ noun an examination of the rectum and vagina
rectovesical /rektəυ vesk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to the rectum and the bladder
rectum / rektəm/ noun the end part of the
large intestine leading from the sigmoid colon
to the anus. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement, UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE)
in Supplement (NOTE: For other terms referring
rectal prolapse



rectal temperature



rectal thermometer





rectal triangle



recti



recto-

rectocele



rectopexy



rectoscope



rectosigmoid





rectosigmoidectomy







rectovaginal





rectovaginal examination









rectovesical





rectum



to the rectum, see words beginning with proct-,
procto-.)
rectus / rektəs/ noun a straight muscle (NOTE:
The plural is recti.)
‘…there are four recti muscles and two oblique muscles in each eye, which coordinate the movement of
the eyes and enable them to work as a pair’
[Nursing Times]
rectus abdominis /rektəs b dɒmns/
noun a long straight muscle which runs down
rectus



rectus abdominis





the front of the abdomen
rectus femoris /rektəs femərs/ noun a
flexor muscle in the front of the thigh, one of
the four parts of the quadriceps femoris. 쒁 merectus femoris



dial

recumbent /r k"mbənt/ adjective lying
down
recuperate /r ku pəret/ verb to recover, to
get better after an illness or accident 쑗 He is
recuperating after an attack of flu. 쑗 She is going to stay with her mother while she recuperates.
recumbent



recuperate



recuperation /rku pə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of getting better after an illness 쑗 His
recuperation will take several months.
recur /r k! / verb to return 쑗 The headaches
recurred frequently, but usually after the patient had eaten chocolate.
recurrence /r k"rəns/ noun an act of returning 쑗 He had a recurrence of a fever which he
had caught in the tropics.
recurrent /r k"rənt/ adjective 1. occurring
in the same way many times 2. referring to a
vein, artery or nerve which forms a loop
recurrent abortion /r k"rənt ə bɔ ʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which a woman has abortions with one pregnancy after another
recurrent fever /rk"rənt fi və/ noun a fever like malaria which returns at regular intervals
red /red/ adjective 1. of a similar colour to
blood 쑗 Blood in an artery is bright red, but
venous blood is darker. 2. (of an area of skin)
with an increased blood flow because of heat
or infection 쐽 noun a colour similar to that of
blood
red blood cell /red bl"d sel/ noun a blood
cell which contains haemoglobin and carries
oxygen to the tissues and takes carbon dioxide
from them. Abbr RBC. Also called erythrorecuperation





recur



recurrence



recurrent



recurrent abortion





recurrent fever



red

red blood cell

cyte

red corpuscle /red kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun same
as red blood cell
Red Crescent /red krez(ə)nt/ noun in Islamic countries, an international organisation
dedicated to the medical care of the sick and
wounded in wars and natural disasters (NOTE: It
red corpuscle



Red Crescent

is known as the Red Cross elsewhere.)

Red Cross /red krɒs/ noun an international
organisation dedicated to the medical care of
the sick and wounded in wars and natural disasters (NOTE: It is known as the Red Crescent in
Red Cross

Islamic countries.)

red–green colourblindness /red &ri n
k"ləblandnəs/ noun same as deuteranopia
Redivac drain / redvk dren/, Redivac
drainage tube /redvk drend tju b/
trademark a tube which drains fluid away from
the inside of a wound into a bottle, used mainly
after operations on the abdomen
red marrow /red mrəυ/ noun the type of
bone marrow where red blood cells and some
white blood cells are formed
redness / rednəs/ noun 1. an area of skin to
which the blood flow is increased because of
heat or infection 쑗 The redness showed where
the skin had reacted to the injection. 2. a red
colour
reduce /r dju s/ verb 1. to make something
smaller or lower 쑗 They used ice packs to try
to reduce the patient’s temperature. 2. to put
something such as a dislocated or fractured
red–green colourblindness





Redivac drain





red marrow



redness



reduce
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bone, a displaced organ or part or a hernia back
into its proper position so that it can heal
‘…blood pressure control reduces the incidence of
first stroke and aspirin appears to reduce the risk of
stroke after transient ischaemic attacks by some
15%’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
reducible /r dju sb(ə)l/ adjective capable
reducible



of being reduced
reducible hernia /rdju sb(ə)l h! niə/
noun a hernia where the organ can be pushed
back into place without an operation
reduction /r d"kʃən/ noun 1. the lessening
of something, the process of becoming less 쑗
They noted a reduction in body temperature. 2.
the action of putting a hernia, a dislocated joint
or a broken bone back into the correct position
reduction division /r d"kʃən dv(ə)n/
noun same as meiosis
re-emerge /ri  m! d/ verb to come out
again
re-emergence /ri  m! dəns/ noun an act
of coming out again
refer /r f! / verb 1. to mention or to talk about
something 쑗 The doctor referred to the patient’s history of sinus problems. 2. to suggest
that someone should consult something 쑗 For
method of use, please refer to the manufacturer’s instructions. 쑗 The user is referred to the
page giving the results of the tests. 3. to pass on
information about a patient to someone else 쑗
They referred her case to a gynaecologist. 4. to
send someone to another doctor, usually a specialist, for advice or treatment 쑗 She was referred to a cardiologist. 왍 the GP referred
the patient to a consultant he or she passed
details about the patient’s case to the consultant so that the consultant could examine them
reducible hernia



reduction



reduction division





re-emerge





re-emergence





refer



‘27 adult patients admitted to hospital with acute abdominal pains were referred for study because their
attending clinicians were uncertain whether to advise an urgent laparotomy’ [Lancet]
‘…many patients from outside districts were referred to London hospitals by their GPs’
[Nursing Times]
referral /r f! rəl/ noun the act of sending
someone to a specialist 쑗 She asked for a rereferral



ferral to a gynaecologist.

refrigerator

them and asking other professionals to give
their assessments of you
reflex / ri fleks/, reflex action / ri fleks
kʃən/ noun a physiological reaction without
any conscious thought involved, e.g. a knee
jerk or a sneeze, which happens in response to
a particular stimulus 왍 light reflex, pupillary
reflex to light reaction of the pupil of the eye
which changes size according to the amount of
light going into the eye
reflex arc / ri fleks ɑ k/ noun the basic system of a reflex action, where a receptor is
linked to a motor neurone which in turn is
linked to an effector muscle
reflexologist /ri flək sɒlədst/ noun a
person specialising in reflexology
reflexology /ri flek sɒlədi/ noun a treatment to relieve tension by massaging the soles
of the feet and thereby stimulating the nerves
and increasing the blood supply
reflux / ri fl"ks/ noun a situation where a fluid flows in the opposite direction to its usual
flow 쑗 The valves in the veins prevent blood
reflux. 쒁 vesicoureteric reflux
reflux oesophagitis /ri fl"ks i sɒfə da*
ts/ noun inflammation of the oesophagus
caused by regurgitation of acid juices from the
stomach
refract /r frkt/ verb to make light rays
change direction as they go from one medium
such as air to another such as water at an angle
쑗 The refracting media in the eye are the cornea, the aqueous humour, the vitreous humour
and the lens.
refraction /r frkʃən/ noun 1. a change of
direction of light rays as they enter a medium
such as the eye 2. the measurement of the angle at which the light rays bend, as a test to see
if someone needs to wear glasses
refractive /r frktv/ adjective referring to
refraction
refractometer /ri frk tɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures the refraction of the
eye. Also called optometer
refractory /r frkt(ə)ri/ adjective difficult
or impossible to treat, or not responding to
treatment
refractory period /rfrkt(ə)ri pəriəd/
noun a short space of time after the ventricles
of the heart have contracted, when they cannot
contract again
refrigerate /r frdəret/ verb to make
something cold 쑗 The serum should be kept refrigerated.
refrigeration /rfrdə reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
process of making something cold 2. the process of making part of the body very cold, to
give the effect of an anaesthetic
refrigerator /r frdəretə/ noun a machine
which cools and keeps things cold
reflex





reflex arc



reflexologist





reflexology





reflux



reflux oesophagitis





refract



refraction



refractive



refractometer





refractory



‘…he subsequently developed colicky abdominal
pain and tenderness which caused his referral’
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
referred pain /rf! d pen/ noun same as
synalgia
reflection /r flekʃən/ noun 1. the image of
referred pain



reflection



somebody or something which is seen in a
mirror or still water 2. the process of reflecting
something, especially light, sound or heat 3.
careful thought 4. a situation in which an anatomical structure bends back upon itself
reflective practice /rflektv prkts/
noun the process of improving professional
skills by monitoring your own actions while
they are being carried out, and by then later
evaluating them by talking or writing about
reflective practice



refractory period



refrigerate



refrigeration



refrigerator
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regain /r &en/ verb to get back something
which was lost 쑗 He has regained the use of
his left arm. 쑗 She went into a coma and never
regained consciousness.
regenerate /r denəret/ verb to grow
again, or grow something again
regeneration /rdenə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process where tissue that has been destroyed
grows again
regenerative medicine /rdenərətv
med(ə)s(ə)n/ noun the branch of medicine
that deals with the repair or replacement of tissues and organs by using advanced materials
and methods such as cloning
regimen / redmən/ noun a fixed course of
treatment, e.g. a course of drugs or a special
diet
region / ri dən/ noun an area or part which
is around something 쑗 She experienced itching in the anal region. 쑗 The rash started in
the region of the upper thigh. 쑗 The plantar region is very sensitive.
regional / ri d(ə)nəl/ adjective in a particular region, referring to a particular region
regional enteritis /ri d(ə)nəl entə
rats/ noun same as Crohn’s disease
Regional Health Authority /ri d(ə)nəl
helθ ɔ θɒrti/ noun an administrative unit in
the National Health Service which is responsible for planning the health service in a region.
Abbr RHA
regional ileitis /ri d(ə)nəl li ats/ noun
compare ulcerative colitis. same as Crohn’s
regain



regenerate



regeneration





regenerative medicine



regimen



region



regional



regional enteritis





Regional Health Authority





regional ileitis





disease

register / redstə/ noun an official list 쐽
verb to write a name on an official list, especially the official list of patients treated by a
GP or dentist, or the list of people with a particular disease 쑗 He is a registered heroin addict. 쑗 They went to register the birth with the
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths. 왍
to register with someone to put your name on
someone’s official list, especially the list of patients treated by a GP or dentist 쑗 Before registering with the GP, she asked if she could visit him. 쑗 All practising doctors are registered
with the General Medical Council.
registered midwife /redstəd mdwaf/
noun a qualified midwife who is registered to
practise
Registered Nurse / redstəd n! s/, Registered
General
Nurse
/redstəd
den(ə)rəl n! s/, Registered Theatre Nurse /
redstəd θətə n! s/ noun a nurse who has
been registered by the UKCC. Abbr RN, RGN,
register



registered midwife



Registered Nurse







RTN

deθs/ noun an official who keeps the records
of people who have been born, married or who
have died in a particular area
registration /red streʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of registering 쑗 A doctor cannot practise without registration by the General Medical Council.
regress /r &res/ verb to return to an earlier
stage or condition
regression /r &reʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a stage
where symptoms of a disease are disappearing
and the person is getting better 2. (in psychiatry) the process of returning to a mental state
which existed when the person was younger
regular / re&jυlə/ adjective 1. taking place
again and again after the same period of time
쑗 He was advised to make regular visits to the
dentist. 쑗 She had her regular six-monthly
checkup. 2. happening at the same time each
day
regularly / re&jυləli/ adverb happening repeatedly after the same period of time 쑗 The
tablets must be taken regularly every evening.
쑗 You should go to the dentist regularly.
regulate / re&jυlet/ verb to make something work in a regular way 쑗 The heartbeat is
regulated by the sinoatrial node.
regulation /re&jυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
regulating 쑗 the regulation of the body’s temperature
regurgitate /r &! dtet/ verb to bring into
the mouth food which has been partly digested
in the stomach
regurgitation /r&! d teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of flowing back in the opposite direction to the usual flow, especially of bringing up
partly digested food from the stomach into the
mouth
rehabilitate /ri ə bltet/ verb to make
someone fit to work or to lead their usual life
rehabilitation /ri əbl teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of making someone fit to work or to
lead an ordinary life again
rehydrate /ri ha dret/ verb to restore body
fluids to a healthy level, or cause this to occur
rehydration /ri ha dreʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of giving water or liquid to someone who has
dehydration
reinfect /ri n fekt/ verb to infect someone
or something again
reinfection /ri n fekʃ(ə)n/ noun infection
of an area for another time after recovery, especially with the same microorganism
Reiter’s syndrome / ratəz sndrəυm/,
Reiter’s disease / ratəz d zi z/ noun an illness which may be sexually transmitted and
affects mainly men, causing arthritis, urethritis
and conjunctivitis at the same time [Described
registration





regress



regression



regular



regularly



regulate





regulation





regurgitate



regurgitation





rehabilitate





rehabilitation





rehydrate





rehydration





reinfect





reinfection





Reiter’s syndrome

registrar /red strɑ / noun 1. a qualified
doctor or surgeon in a hospital who supervises
house officers 2. a person who registers something officially
Registrar of Births, Marriages and
Deaths /redstrɑ əv b! θs mrdz ən
registrar



Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths











1916. After Hans Conrad Reiter (1881–1969),
German bacteriologist and hygienist.]

Medicine.fm Page 347 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

347
reject /r dekt/ verb 1. to refuse to accept
something 2. to be unable to tolerate tissue or
an organ transplanted from another body because it is immunologically incompatible 쑗
The new heart was rejected by the body. 쑗
They gave the patient drugs to prevent the
transplant being rejected. 3. to be unable to
keep food down and vomit it up again
rejection /r dekʃən/ noun the act of rejecting tissue 쑗 The patient was given drugs to reduce the possibility of tissue rejection.
relapse / ri lps, r lps/ noun a situation in
which someone gets worse after seeming to be
getting better, or where a disease appears again
after seeming to be cured 쐽 verb to return to an
earlier and worse state, especially to get ill
again after getting better 쑗 She relapsed into a
coma.
relapsing fever /r lpsŋ fi və/ noun a
disease caused by a bacterium, where attacks
of fever recur from time to time
relapsing
pancreatitis
/rlpsŋ
pŋkriə tats/ noun a form of pancreatitis
where the symptoms recur, but in a less painful
form
relate /r let/ verb to connect something to
something else 쑗 The disease is related to the
weakness of the heart muscles.
-related /rletd/ suffix connected to 쑗 drugrelated diseases
relationship /r leʃ(ə)nʃp/ noun a way in
which someone or something is connected to
another 쑗 The incidence of the disease has a
close relationship to the environment. 쑗 He
became withdrawn and broke off all relationships with his family.
relative density /relətv densti/ noun the
ratio of the density of a substance to the density of a standard substance at the same temperature and pressure. For liquids and solids the
standard substance is usually water, and for
gases, it is air.
relative risk /relətv rsk/ noun a measure
of the likelihood of developing a disease for
people who are exposed to a particular risk,
relative to people who are not exposed to the
same risk. For example, the relative risk of myocardial infarction for oral contraceptive users
is 1.6 times that of non-users. Abbr RR
relax /r lks/ verb to become less tense, or
cause someone or something to become less
tense 쑗 He was given a drug to relax the muscles. 쑗 The muscle should be fully relaxed.
relaxant /r lksənt/ noun a substance which
relieves strain 쐽 adjective relieving strain
relaxation /ri lk seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
process of reducing strain in a muscle 2. the reduction of stress in a person
relaxation
therapy
/ri lk seʃ(ə)n
θerəpi/ noun a treatment in which people are
encouraged to relax their muscles to reduce
stress
reject



rejection



relapse





relapsing fever



relapsing pancreatitis





relate



-related

relationship



relative density



relative risk



relax



relaxant



relaxation





relaxation therapy





remittent fever

relaxative /r lksətv/ noun US a drug
which reduces stress
relaxin /r lksn/ noun a hormone which is
secreted by the placenta to make the cervix relax and open fully in the final stages of pregnancy before childbirth
release /r li s/ noun the process of allowing
something to go out 쑗 the slow release of the
drug into the bloodstream 쐽 verb to let something out 쑗 Hormones are released into the
body by glands.
releasing factor /r li sŋ fktə/ noun a
substance produced in the hypothalamus
which encourages the release of hormones
releasing hormone /r li sŋ hɔ məυn/
noun a hormone secreted by the hypothalamus
which makes the pituitary gland release particular hormones. Also called hypothalamic horrelaxative



relaxin



release



releasing factor



releasing hormone



mone

relief /r li f/ noun the process of making
something better or easier 쑗 The drug provides
rapid relief for patients with bronchial spasms.
relief



‘…complete relief of angina is experienced by 85%
of patients subjected to coronary artery bypass surgery’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
relieve /r li v/ verb to make something better
or easier 쑗 Nasal congestion can be relieved
by antihistamines. 쑗 The patient was given an
injection of morphine to relieve the pain. 쑗
relieve



The condition is relieved by applying cold
compresses.
‘…replacement of the metacarpophalangeal joint is
mainly undertaken to relieve pain, deformity and immobility due to rheumatoid arthritis’ [Nursing
Times]
rem /rem/ noun a unit for measuring amounts
rem

of radiation, equal to the effect that one roentgen of X-rays or gamma-rays would produce
in a human being. It is used in radiation protection and monitoring.
REM /rem/ abbr rapid eye movement. 쏡 REM
REM

sleep

remedial /r mi diəl/ adjective acting as a
cure
remedy / remədi/ noun a cure, a drug which
will cure 쑗 Honey and glycerine is an old remedy for sore throats.
remember /r membə/ verb to bring back
into the mind something which has been seen
or heard before 쑗 He remembers nothing or he
can’t remember anything about the accident.
remission /r mʃ(ə)n/ noun a period when
an illness or fever is less severe
re. mist. /ri mst/ adverb (on a prescription)
repeat the same mixture. Full form repetatur
remedial



remedy



remember



remission



re. mist.



mistura

remittent /r mtənt/ adjective lessening and
then intensifying again at intervals
remittent fever /rmtənt fi və/ noun fever
which goes down for a period each day, like typhoid fever
remittent



remittent fever
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removal /r mu v(ə)l/ noun the action of removing something 쑗 An appendicectomy is
the surgical removal of an appendix.
remove /r mu v/ verb to take something
away 쑗 He will have an operation to remove
an ingrowing toenail.
REM sleep / rem sli p/ noun a stage of sleep
which happens several times each night and is
characterised by dreaming, rapid eye movement and increased pulse rate and brain activity. Also called rapid eye movement sleep
removal



remove



REM sleep



COMMENT: During REM sleep, a person
dreams, breathes lightly and has a raised
blood pressure and an increased rate of
heartbeat. The eyes may be half-open, and
the sleeper may make facial movements.
ren- /ri n/ prefix same as reno- (used before
vowels)
renal / ri n(ə)l/ adjective referring to the kidren-

renal



neys
renal artery /ri n(ə)l ɑ təri/ noun one of
two arteries running from the abdominal aorta
to the kidneys
renal calculus /ri n(ə)l klkjυləs/ noun a
small hard mineral mass called a stone in the
kidney
renal capsule /ri n(ə)l kpsju l/ noun
same as fibrous capsule
renal clearance / ri n(ə)l klərəns/ noun
the measurement of the rate at which kidneys
filter impurities from blood
renal colic /ri n(ə)l kɒlk/ noun a sudden
pain caused by a kidney stone or stones in the
ureter
renal corpuscle /ri n(ə)l kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun
part of a nephron in the cortex of a kidney.
Also called Malpighian body
renal cortex /ri n(ə)l kɔ teks/ noun the
outer covering of the kidney, immediately beneath the capsule. See illustration at KIDNEY in
Supplement
renal dialysis /ri n(ə)l da ləss/ noun a
method of artificially maintaining the chemical balance of the blood when the kidneys have
failed, or the process of using this method.
Also called dialysis
renal hypertension /ri n(ə)l hapə
tenʃən/ noun high blood pressure linked to
kidney disease
renal medulla /ri n(ə)l me d"lə/ noun the
inner part of a kidney containing no glomeruli.
See illustration at KIDNEY in Supplement
renal pelvis /ri n(ə)l pelvs/ noun the upper and wider part of the ureter leading from
the kidney where urine is collected before
passing down the ureter into the bladder. Also
called pelvis of the kidney. See illustration at
KIDNEY in Supplement
renal rickets /ri n(ə)l rkts/ noun a form
of rickets caused by kidneys which do not
function properly
renal artery



renal calculus



renal capsule



renal clearance



renal colic



renal corpuscle



renal cortex



renal dialysis





renal hypertension





renal medulla



renal pelvis



renal rickets





renal sinus /ri n(ə)l sanəs/ noun a cavity
in which the renal pelvis and other tubes leading into the kidney fit
renal transplant /ri n(ə)l trnsplɑ nt/
noun a kidney transplant
renal tubule /ri n(ə)l tju bju l/ noun a tiny
tube which is part of a nephron. Also called
renal sinus



renal transplant



renal tubule



uriniferous tubule
renew /r nju / verb

왍 to renew a prescription to get a new prescription for the same
drug as before
reni- /ri ni/ prefix referring to the kidneys
renin / ri nn/ noun an enzyme secreted by
the kidney to prevent loss of sodium, and
which also affects blood pressure
rennin / renn/ noun an enzyme which makes
milk coagulate in the stomach, so as to slow
down the passage of the milk through the digestive system
reno- /ri nəυ/ prefix referring to the kidneys
renogram / ri nəυ&rm/ noun 1. an X-ray
image of a kidney 2. a visual record of kidney
function that shows how quickly a radioactive
substance introduced into the bloodstream is
removed by the kidneys
renography /ri nɒ&rəfi/ noun an examination of a kidney after injection of a radioactive
substance, using a gamma camera
renovascular /ri nəυ vskjυlə/ adjective
relating to the blood vessels of the kidneys
renovascular system /ri nəυ vskjυlə
sstəm/ noun the blood vessels associated
with the kidney
reorganisation /ri ɔ &əna zeʃ(ə)n/, reorganization noun 1. a change in the way something is organised or done 2. the process of
changing the way something is organised or
done 3. an occasion when a business or organisation is given a completely new structure
reovirus / ri əυvarəs/ noun a virus which
affects both the intestine and the respiratory
system, but does not cause serious illness.
Compare echovirus
rep /rep/ adverb (written on a prescription) repeat. Full form repetatur
repair /r peə/ verb to make something that is
damaged good again 쑗 Surgeons operated to
repair a hernia.
repeat /r pi t/ verb to say or do something
again 쑗 The course of treatment was repeated
after two months.
repeat prescription /rpi t pr skrpʃən/
noun a prescription which is exactly the same
as the previous one, and is often given without
examination of the person by the doctor and
may sometimes be requested by telephone
repel /r pel/ verb to make something go away
쑗 If you spread this cream on your skin it will
repel insects.
repetitive strain injury /rpettv stren
ndəri/, repetitive stress injury /r pettv
renew



reni-

renin



rennin



reno-

renogram



renography



renovascular





renovascular system





reorganisation





reovirus





rep

repair



repeat



repeat prescription





repel



repetitive strain injury
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stres ndəri/ noun pain, usually in a limb,
felt by someone who performs the same movement many times over a period, e.g. when operating a computer terminal or playing a musical instrument. Abbr RSI
replace /r ples/ verb 1. to put something
back 쑗 an operation to replace a prolapsed
uterus 2. to exchange one part for another 쑗
The surgeons replaced the diseased hip with a
metal one.
replacement /r plesmənt/ noun an operation to replace part of the body with an artificial part
replacement transfusion /rplesmənt
trns fju (ə)n/ noun an exchange transfusion, a treatment for leukaemia or erythroblastosis where almost all the unhealthy blood is
removed from the body and replaced by
healthy blood
replant /ri plɑ nt/ verb to reattach or reinsert
a body part such as a limb or tooth that has become detached
replantation /ri plɑ n teʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical technique which reattaches parts of the
body which have been accidentally cut or torn
off
replicate / replket/ verb (of a cell ) to make
a copy of itself
replication /repl keʃ(ə)n/ noun the process in the division of a cell, where the DNA
makes copies of itself
repolarisation /ri pəυləra zeʃ(ə)n/, repolarization noun the restoration of the usual
electrical polarity of a nerve or muscle cell
membrane after reversal of its polarity while a
nerve impulse or muscle contraction travelled
along it
report /r pɔ t/ noun an official note stating
what action has been taken, what treatment
given or what results have come from a test 쑗
The patient’s report card has to be filled in by
the nurse. 쑗 The inspector’s report on the hospital kitchens is good. 쐽 verb to make an official report about something 쑗 The patient reported her doctor for misconduct. 쑗 Occupational diseases or serious accidents at work
must be reported to the local officials.
reportable diseases /rpɔ təb(ə)l d
zi zz/ plural noun diseases such as asbestosis,
hepatitis or anthrax which may be caused by
working conditions or may infect other workers and must be reported to the District Health
Authority
repositor /r pɒztə/ noun a surgical instrument used to push a prolapsed organ back into
its usual position
repress /r pres/ verb to decide to ignore or
forget feelings or thoughts which may be unpleasant or painful
repression /r preʃ(ə)n/ noun (in psychiatry)
the act of ignoring or forgetting feelings or
thoughts which might be unpleasant
replace



replacement



replacement transfusion













replication



report



reportable diseases



repositor



repress



repression











COMMENT: In the human male, the testes produce the spermatozoa which pass through the
vasa efferentia and the vasa deferentia where
they receive liquid from the seminal vesicles,
then out of the body through the urethra and
penis on ejaculation. In the female, an ovum,
produced by one of the two ovaries, passes
through the Fallopian tube where it is fertilised
by a spermatozoon from the male. The fertilised ovum moves down into the uterus where
it develops into an embryo.

replicate





reproductive system



repolarisation



reproductive organs

replantation





reproductive







reproduction

replant



resection

reproduce /ri prə dju s/ verb 1. to produce
children 2. (of microorganisms) to produce new
cells 3. to do a test again in exactly the same
way
reproduction /ri prə d"kʃən/ noun the
process of making new living beings by existing ones, e.g. producing children or derived
other descendants
reproductive /ri prə d"ktv/ adjective referring to reproduction
reproductive
organs /ri prə d"ktv
ɔ &ənz/ plural noun parts of the bodies of men
and women which are involved in the conception and development of a fetus
reproductive system /ri prə d"ktv
sstəm/ noun the arrangement of organs and
ducts in the bodies of men and women which
produce spermatozoa or ova
reproduce

reproductive tract /ri prə d"ktv trkt/
noun the series of tubes and ducts which carry
spermatozoa or ova from one part of the body
to another
require /r kwaə/ verb to need something 쑗
His condition may require surgery. 쑗 Is it a
condition which requires immediate treatment? 왍 required effect effect which a drug is
expected to have 쑗 If the drug does not produce the required effect, the dose should be increased.
requirement /r kwaəmənt/ noun something which is necessary 쑗 One of the requirements of the position is a qualification in pharmacy.
RES abbr reticuloendothelial system
research /r s! tʃ/ noun a scientific study
which investigates something new 쑗 He is the
director of a medical research unit. 쑗 She is
doing research into finding a cure for leprosy.
쑗 Research workers or Research teams are
trying to find a vaccine against AIDS. 쐽 verb
to carry out scientific study 쑗 He is researching the origins of cancer.
research and development /rs! tʃ ən d
veləpmənt/ noun the process by which pharmaceutical companies find new drugs and test
their suitability. Abbr R & D
resect /r sekt/ verb to remove any part of the
body by surgery
resection /r sekʃən/ noun the surgical removal of any part of the body
reproductive tract





require



requirement



RES

research



research and development



resect



resection





Medicine.fm Page 350 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

resection of the prostate

350

resection of the prostate /rsekʃən əv ðə
prɒstet/ noun same as transurethral prostaresection of the prostate



tectomy

resectoscope /r sektəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument used to carry out a transurethral
resection
reservoir / rezəvwɑ / noun 1. a cavity in an
organ or group of tissues in which fluids collect and are stored 2. an organism in which a
parasite lives and develops without damaging
it, but from which the parasite then passes to
another species which is damaged by it 3. a
part of a machine or piece of equipment where
liquid is stored for it to use
reset /ri set/ verb to break a badly set bone
and set it again correctly 쑗 His arm had to be
reset.
residency / rezd(ə)nsi/ noun US a period
when a doctor is receiving specialist training
in a hospital
resident / rezd(ə)nt/ noun 1. someone who
lives in a place 쑗 All the residents of the old
people’s home were tested for food poisoning.
2. US a qualified doctor who is employed by a
hospital and sometimes lives in the hospital.
Compare intern 쐽 adjective living in a place
resident doctor /rezd(ə)nt dɒktə/ noun a
doctor who lives in a building such as an old
people’s home
residential /rez denʃəl/ adjective 1. living
in a hospital 2. living at home
residential care /rez denʃəl keə/ noun the
care of patients either in a hospital or at home,
but not as outpatients
residual /r zdjuəl/ adjective remaining,
which is left behind
residual air /rzdjuəl eə/, residual volume /rzdjuəl vɒlju m/ noun air left in the
lungs after a person has breathed out as much
air as possible
residual urine /rzdjuəl jυərn/ noun
urine left in the bladder after a person has
passed as much urine as possible
resin / rezn/ noun a sticky sap or liquid
which comes from some types of tree
resist /r zst/ verb to be strong enough to
avoid being killed or attacked by a disease 쑗 A
healthy body can resist some infections.
resistance /r zstəns/ noun 1. the ability of
a person not to get a disease 2. the ability of
bacteria or a virus to remain unaffected by a
drug 쑗 The bacteria have developed a resistance to certain antibiotics. 3. opposition to a
force
resistant /r zst(ə)nt/ adjective able not to
be affected by something 쑗 The bacteria are
resistant to some antibiotics.
resistant strain /rzst(ə)nt stren/ noun a
strain of bacterium which is not affected by antibiotics
resectoscope



reservoir



reset



residency



resident



resident doctor



residential





residential care





residual



residual air





residual urine



resin



resist



resistance



resistant



resistant strain



resolution /rezə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
amount of detail which can be seen in a microscope or on a computer monitor 2. a point in
the development of a disease where the inflammation begins to disappear
resolve /r zɒlv/ verb (of inflammation) to begin to disappear
resolution





resolve



‘…valve fluttering disappears as the pneumothorax
resolves. Always confirm resolution with a physical
examination and X-ray’ [American Journal of
Nursing]
resolvent /r zɒlvənt/ adjective able to reresolvent



duce inflammation or swelling
resonance / rez(ə)nəns/ noun a sound made
by a hollow part of the body when hit. 쒁 magresonance



netic

resorption /r sɔ pʃən/ noun the process of
absorbing a substance produced by the body
back into the body
respiration /respə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
taking air into the lungs and blowing it out
again through the mouth or nose. Also called
resorption



respiration





breathing
COMMENT: Respiration includes two stages:
breathing in (inhalation) and breathing out
(exhalation). Air is taken into the respiratory
system through the nose or mouth, and goes
down into the lungs through the pharynx, larynx and windpipe. In the lungs, the bronchi
take the air to the alveoli (air sacs) where oxygen in the air is passed to the bloodstream in
exchange for waste carbon dioxide which is
then breathed out.
respiration rate /respə reʃ(ə)n ret/ noun
respiration rate





the number of times a person breathes per
minute
respirator / respəretə/ noun 1. same as ventilator 왍 the patient was put on a respirator
the patient was attached to a machine which
forced him to breathe 2. a mask worn to prevent someone breathing harmful gas or fumes
respiratory /r sprət(ə)ri/ adjective referring to breathing
respiratory allergy /rsprət(ə)ri lədi/
noun an allergy caused by a substance which is
inhaled. 쒁 alveolitis, food allergy
respiratory bronchiole /rsprət(ə)ri
brɒŋkiəυl/ noun the end part of a bronchiole
in the lung, which joins the alveoli
respiratory centre /rsprət(ə)ri sentə/
noun a nerve centre in the brain which regulates the breathing
respiratory distress syndrome /r
sprət(ə)ri d stres sndrəυm / noun a condition of newborn babies, and especially common in premature babies, in which the lungs
do not expand properly, due to lack of surfactant. Also called hyaline membrane disrespirator



respiratory



respiratory allergy



respiratory bronchiole



respiratory centre



respiratory distress syndrome





ease

respiratory failure /rsprət(ə)ri feljə/
noun failure of the lungs to oxygenate the
blood correctly
respiratory failure
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respiratory illness /rsprət(ə)ri lnəs/
noun an illness which affects someone’s
breathing
respiratory
pigment
/rsprət(ə)ri
p&mənt/ noun blood pigment which can carry oxygen collected in the lungs and release it
in tissues
respiratory
quotient
/rsprət(ə)ri
kwəυʃ(ə)nt/ noun the ratio of the amount of
carbon dioxide taken into the alveoli of the
lungs from the blood to the amount of oxygen
which the alveoli take from the air. Abbr RQ
respiratory syncytial virus /rsprət(ə)ri
sn stiəl varəs/ noun a virus which causes
infections of the nose and throat in adults, but
serious bronchiolitis in children. Abbr RSV
respiratory
system
/r sprət(ə)ri
sstəm/, respiratory tract /r sprət(ə)ri
trkt/ noun the series of organs and passages
which take air into the lungs, and exchange oxygen for carbon dioxide
respite care / respat keə/ noun temporary
care provided to people with disabilities, serious conditions or terminal illness, so that their
families can have a rest from the daily routine
respond /r spɒnd/ verb 1. to react to something 쑗 The cancer is not responding to drugs.
2. to begin to get better because of a treatment
쑗 She is responding to treatment.
respiratory illness



respiratory pigment



respiratory quotient



respiratory syncytial virus





respiratory system





respite care



respond



‘…many severely confused patients, particularly
those in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s disease, do
not respond to verbal communication’ [Nursing
Times]
response /r spɒns/ noun a reaction by an
response



organ, tissue or a person to an external stimulus 앳 immune response 1. reaction of a body
to an antigen 2. reaction of a body which rejects a transplant
‘…anaemia may be due to insufficient erythrocyte
production, in which case the reticulocyte count will
be low, or to haemolysis or haemorrhage, in which
cases there should be a reticulocyte response’
[Southern Medical Journal]
responsibility /rspɒns blti/ noun 1.
responsibility





somebody or something which a person or organisation has a duty to take care of 쑗 Checking the drip is your responsibility. 2. the blame
for something bad which has happened 쑗 She
has taken full responsibility for the mix-up. 3.
the position of having to explain to somebody
why something was done 쑗 Whose responsibility is it to talk to the family?
responsible /r spɒnsb(ə)l/ adjective referring to something which is the cause of something else 쑗 the allergen which is responsible
for the patient’s reaction 쑗 This is one of several factors which can be responsible for high
blood pressure.
responsive /r spɒnsv/ adjective reacting
positively to medical treatment
responsiveness /r spɒnsvnəs/ noun the
ability to respond to other people or to sensations
responsible



responsive



responsiveness



rete

rest /rest/ noun a period of time spent relaxing or sleeping 쑗 What you need is a good
night’s rest. 쐽 verb 1. to spend time relaxing or
sleeping 2. to use a body part less for a period
of time 쑗 Rest your arm for a week.
restenosis /ri stə nəυss/ noun an occasion
when something becomes narrow again, e.g. a
coronary artery which has previously been
widened by balloon angioplasty (NOTE: The
rest

restenosis





plural is restenoses.)

restless / restləs/ adjective not able to relax
or be still 쑗 restless sleep 쑗 She had a restless
night.
restless leg syndrome /restləs le& sn*
drəυm/ noun painful discomfort in the legs
when not active that can lead to interrupted
sleep and fatigue
restore /r stɔ / verb to give something back
쑗 She needs vitamins to restore her strength. 쑗
The physiotherapy should restore the strength
of the muscles. 쑗 A salpingostomy was performed to restore the patency of the Fallopian
tube.
restrict /r strkt/ verb 1. to make something
less or smaller 쑗 The blood supply is restricted
by the tight bandage. 2. to set limits to something 쑗 The doctor suggested she should restrict her intake of alcohol.
restrictive /r strktv/ adjective restricting,
making something smaller
result /r z"lt/ noun figures at the end of a
calculation, at the end of a test 쑗 What was the
result of the test? 쑗 The doctor told the patient
the result of the pregnancy test. 쑗 The result of
the operation will not be known for some
weeks.
resuscitate /r s"stet/ verb to make someone who appears to be dead start breathing
again, and to restart the circulation of blood
resuscitation /rs"s teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of reviving someone who seems to be dead, by
making him or her breathe again and restarting
the heart
restless



restless leg syndrome



restore



restrict



restrictive



result



resuscitate



resuscitation





COMMENT: The commonest methods of resuscitation are artificial respiration and cardiac
massage.
retain /r ten/ verb to keep or hold something
쑗 He was incontinent and unable to retain
urine in his bladder. 쒁 retention
retard /r tɑ d/ verb to make something slower, e.g. to slow down the action of a drug 쑗 The
drug will retard the onset of the fever. 쑗 The
retain



retard



injections retard the effect of the anaesthetic.
retardation /ri tɑ deʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of making something slower
retch /retʃ/ verb to try to vomit without bringing any food up from the stomach
retching / retʃŋ/ noun the fact of attempting
to vomit without being able to do so
rete / ri ti / noun a network of veins, arteries
or nerve fibres in the body. 쒁 reticular (NOTE:
retardation



retch

retching



rete



The plural is retia.)
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retention /r tenʃən/ noun the act of not letting out something, especially a fluid, which is
usually released from the body, e.g. holding
back urine in the bladder
retention cyst /r tenʃən sst/ noun a cyst
which is formed when a duct from a gland is
blocked
retention of urine /rtenʃən əv jυərn/
noun a condition in which passing urine is difficult or impossible because the urethra is
blocked or because the prostate gland is enlarged
rete testis /ri ti tests/ noun a network of
channels in the testis which take the sperm to
the epididymis. 쒁 reticular
retia / ri ʃiə/ plural of rete
reticular /r tkjυlə/ adjective relating to or in
the form of a network
reticular fibres /rtkjυlə fabəs/ plural
noun fibres in connective tissue which support,
e.g., organs or blood vessels
reticular tissue /rtkjυlə tʃu / noun
same as reticular fibres
reticulin /r tkjυli n/ noun a fibrous protein
which is one of the most important components of reticular fibres
reticulocyte /r tkjυləυsat/ noun a red
blood cell which has not yet fully developed
reticulocytosis
/rtkjυləυsa təυss/
noun a condition in which the number of reticulocytes in the blood increases unusually
reticuloendothelial
cell /rtkjυləυ
endəυ θi liəl sel/ noun a phagocytic cell in
the reticuloendolethial system
reticuloendothelial system /rtkjυləυ
endəυ θi liəl sstəm/ noun a series of
phagocytic cells in the body, found especially
in bone marrow, lymph nodes, liver and
spleen, which attack and destroy bacteria and
form antibodies. Abbr RES
reticuloendotheliosis /rtkjυləυendəυ
θi li əυss/ noun a condition in which cells in
the RES grow large and form swellings in
bone marrow or destroy bones
reticulosis /rtkjυ ləυss/ noun any of several conditions where cells in the reticuloendothelial system grow large and form usually
malignant tumours
reticulum /r tkjυləm/ noun a series of
small fibres or tubes forming a network
retin- /retn/ prefix same as retino- (used beretention



retention cyst



retention of urine



rete testis



retia



reticular



reticular fibres



reticular tissue



reticulin



reticulocyte



reticulocytosis





reticuloendothelial cell











reticuloendothelial system



reticuloendotheliosis







reticulosis





reticulum



retin-

fore vowels)

retina / retnə/ noun the inside layer of the
eye which is sensitive to light. 쒁 detached retina. See illustration at EYE in Supplement
retina



(NOTE: The plural is retinae.)
COMMENT: Light enters the eye through the
pupil and strikes the retina. Light-sensitive
cells in the retina (cones and rods) convert the
light to nervous impulses. The optic nerve
sends these impulses to the brain which interprets them as images. The point where the

optic nerve joins the retina has no light-sensitive cells, and is known as the blind spot.
retinaculum /ret nkjυləm/ noun a band
retinaculum





of tissue which holds a structure in place, as
found in the wrist and ankle over the flexor
tendons
retinae / retni/ plural of retina
retinal / retn(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
retina
retinal artery / retn(ə)l ɑ təri/ noun the
only artery of the retina, which accompanies
the optic nerve
retinal
detachment
/retn(ə)l
d
ttʃmənt/ noun a condition in which the retina is partly detached from the choroid
retinitis /ret nats/ noun inflammation of
the retina
retinitis pigmentosa /ret nats p&men
təυsə/ noun a hereditary condition in which
inflammation of the retina can result in blindness
retino- /retnəυ/ prefix referring to the retina
retinoblastoma /retnəυbl stəυmə/ noun
a rare tumour in the retina, affecting infants
retinol / retnɒl/ noun a vitamin found in liver, vegetables, eggs and cod liver oil which is
essential for good vision. Also called Vitamin
retinae



retinal



retinal artery



retinal detachment





retinitis





retinitis pigmentosa







retino-

retinoblastoma





retinol



A

retinopathy /ret nɒpəθi/ noun any disease
of the retina
retinoscope / retnəskəυp/ noun an instrument with various lenses, used to measure the
refraction of the eye
retinoscopy /ret nɒskəpi/ noun a method
of measuring refractive errors in the eye using
a retinoscope
retire /r taə/ verb to stop work at a particular
age 쑗 Most men retire at 65, but women only
go on working until they are 60. 쑗 Although
she has retired, she still does voluntary work at
the clinic.
retirement /r taəmənt/ noun 1. the act of
retiring 쑗 The retirement age for men is 65. 2.
the act of being retired
retraction /r trkʃən/ noun the fact of moving backwards or becoming shorter 쑗 There is
retraction of the overlying skin.
retraction ring /r trkʃən rŋ/ noun a
groove round the uterus, separating its upper
and lower parts, which, in obstructed labour,
prevents the baby from moving forward as expected into the cervical canal. Also called
retinopathy





retinoscope



retinoscopy





retire



retirement



retraction



retraction ring



Bandl’s ring
retractor /r trktə/ noun a surgical instruretractor



ment which pulls and holds back the edge of
the incision in an operation
retro- /retrəυ/ prefix at the back, behind
retrobulbar /retrəυ b"lbə/ adjective behind
the eyeball
retrobulbar neuritis /retrəυb"lbə nju
rats/ noun inflammation of the optic nerve
retro-

retrobulbar





retrobulbar neuritis
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which makes objects appear blurred. Also
called optic neuritis
retroflexion /retrəυ flekʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of being bent backwards 왍 retroflexion of
the uterus a condition in which the uterus
bends backwards away from its usual position
retrograde / retrəυ&red/ adjective going
backwards or deteriorating, getting worse
retrograde pyelography /retrəυ&red
paə lɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination of
the kidney where a catheter is passed into the
kidney and an opaque liquid is injected directly into it
retrogression /retrəυ &reʃ(ə)n/ noun returning to an earlier state
retrolental fibroplasia /retrəυlent(ə)l
fabrəυ pleziə/ noun a condition in which fibrous tissue develops behind the lens of the
eye, resulting in blindness
retroflexion





retrograde



retrograde pyelography





retrogression





retrolental fibroplasia







COMMENT:

Retrolental fibroplasia can occur in
premature babies if they are treated with large
amounts of oxygen immediately after birth.
retro-ocular /retrəυ ɒkjυlə/ adjective at


the back of the eye
retroperitoneal /retrəυpertə ni əl/ adjective at the back of the peritoneum
retroperitoneal space /retrəυperitəυni əl
spes/ noun the area between the posterior parietal peritoneum and the posterior abdominal
wall, containing the kidneys, adrenal glands,
duodenum, ureters and pancreas
retropharyngeal /retrəυ frn di əl/ adjective at the back of the pharynx
retropubic /retrəυ pju bk/ adjective at the
back of the pubis
retropubic prostatectomy /retrəυpju bk
prɒstə tektəmi/ noun removal of the prostate
gland which is carried out through a suprapubic incision and by cutting the membrane
which surrounds the gland
retrospection /retrə spekʃən/ noun the act
of recalling what happened in the past
retrospective /retrə spektv/ adjective applying to the past, tracing what has happened
already to selected people
retroversion /retrəυ v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the
fact of sloping backwards 왍 retroversion of
the uterus Same as retroverted uterus
retroverted
uterus
/retrəυv! td
ju tərəs/ noun a condition in which the uterus
slopes backwards away from its usual position. Also called retroversion of the uterus,
retroperitoneal





retroperitoneal space





retropharyngeal







retropubic





retropubic prostatectomy





retrospection





retrospective





retroversion





retroverted uterus



tipped womb

retrovirus / retrəυvarəs/ noun a virus
whose genetic material contains RNA from
which DNA is synthesised (NOTE: The AIDS viretrovirus



rus and many carcinogenic viruses are retroviruses.)
revascularisation
/ri vskjυlə ra
zeʃ(ə)n/, revascularization noun 1. the act of
revascularisation





restoring an adequate blood supply to an organ
or tissue, especially in a surgical operation us-

reveal



reversal



reverse isolation





revision



revive



Reye’s syndrome



RGN

retro-ocular



rhesus factor

ing a blood vessel graft 2. the condition of having an adequate blood supply restored
reveal /r vi l/ verb to show something 쑗 Digital palpation revealed a growth in the breast.
reversal /r v! s(ə)l/ noun the procedure to
change something back 쑗 reversal of sterilisation
reverse isolation /rv! s asə leʃ(ə)n/
noun same as protective isolation
revision /r v(ə)n/ noun an examination of
a surgical operation after it has been carried
out 쑗 a revision of a radical mastoidectomy
revive /r vav/ verb to bring someone back to
life or to consciousness 쑗 They tried to revive
him with artificial respiration. 쑗 She collapsed on the floor and had to be revived by the
nurse.
Reye’s syndrome / raz sndrəυm/ noun a
form of brain disease affecting young children,
which is possibly due to viral infection and has
a suspected link with aspirin
RGN abbr Registered General Nurse
Rh abbr rhesus
RHA abbr Regional Health Authority
rhabdomyosarcoma /rbdəυmaəυsɑ
kəυmə/ noun a malignant tumour of striated
muscle tissue. It occurs mostly in children.
rhabdovirus / rbdəυvarəs/ noun any of a
group of viruses containing RNA, one of
which causes rabies
rhachio- /rekiəυ/ prefix referring to the spine
rhagades / r&ədi z/ plural noun long thin
scars in the skin round the nose, mouth or
anus, seen in syphilis. 쒁 fissure
Rh disease /ɑ r etʃ dzi z/ noun same as



Rh

RHA

rhabdomyosarcoma







rhabdovirus



rhachio-

rhagades



Rh disease



rhesus factor disease
rheo- /ri əυ/ prefix 1. relating to the flow of
liquids 2. relating to the flow of electrical currheo-

rent
rheometer /ri ɒmtə/ noun a device that
measures the flow of thick liquids such as
blood
rhesus baby / ri səs bebi/ noun a baby
with erythroblastosis fetalis
rhesus factor / ri səs fktə/ noun an antigen in red blood cells, which is an element in
blood grouping. Also called Rh factor
rheometer



rhesus baby



rhesus factor



COMMENT: The rhesus factor is important in
blood grouping, because, although most people are Rh-positive, an Rh-negative patient
should not receive an Rh-positive blood transfusion as this will cause the formation of permanent antibodies. If an Rh-negative mother
has a child by an Rh-positive father, the baby
will inherit Rh-positive blood, which may then
pass into the mother’s circulation at childbirth
and cause antibodies to form. This can be
prevented by an injection of anti D immunoglobulin immediately after the birth of the
first Rh-positive child and any subsequent Rhpositive children. If an Rh-negative mother
has formed antibodies to Rh-positive blood in
the past, these antibodies will affect the blood
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of the fetus and may cause erythroblastosis
fetalis.
rhesus factor disease / ri səs fktə d
zi z/ noun a disease which occurs when the
rhesus factor disease





blood of a fetus has a different rhesus factor
from that of the mother. Also called Rh disease

rhino- /ranəυ/ prefix referring to the nose
rhinology /ra nɒlədi/ noun a branch of
medicine dealing with diseases of the nose and
the nasal passages
rhinomycosis /ranəυma kəυss/ noun an
infection of the nasal passages by a fungus
rhinopharyngitis /ranəυfrn dats/
noun inflammation of the mucous membranes
in the nose and pharynx
rhinophyma /ranəυ famə/ noun a condition caused by rosacea, in which the nose becomes permanently red and swollen
rhinoplasty / ranəυplsti/ noun plastic
surgery to correct the appearance of the nose
rhinorrhoea /ranəυ rə/ noun a watery discharge from the nose
rhinoscope / ranəskəυp/ noun an instrument for examining the inside of the nose
rhinoscopy /ra nɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of the nose
rhinosinusitis /ranəυsanə sats/ noun
swelling of the lining of the nose and paranasal
sinuses, as a result of either a viral infection or
allergic rhinitis. It is usually treated with antibiotics, antihistamines or steroids.
rhinosporidiosis /ranəυspɒrdi əυss/
noun an infection of the nose, eyes, larynx and
genital organs by the fungus Rhinosporidium
seeberi
rhinovirus / ranəυvarəs/ noun a group of
viruses containing RNA, which cause infection of the nose and include the virus which
causes the common cold
rhiz- /raz/, rhizo- / razəυ/ prefix referring to
a root
rhizotomy /ra zɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut or divide the roots of a nerve to relieve severe pain
Rh-negative /ɑ etʃ ne&ətv/ adjective
who does not have the rhesus factor in his or
her blood
rhodopsin /rəυ dɒpsn/ noun a light-sensitive purple pigment in the rods of the retina,
which makes it possible to see in dim light.
Also called visual purple
rhombencephalon
/rɒmben kefəlɒn/
noun the hindbrain, the part of the brain which
contains the cerebellum, the medulla oblongata and the pons
rhomboid / rɒmbɔd/ noun one of two muscles in the top part of the back which move the
shoulder blades
rhonchus / rɒŋkəs/ noun an unusual sound
in the chest, heard through a stethoscope,
caused by a partial blockage in the bronchi
rhino-

rhinology



rhinomycosis





rhinopharyngitis

rheumatic /ru mtk/ adjective referring to
rheumatism
rheumatic fever /ru mtk fi və/ noun a
collagen disease of young people and children,
caused by haemolytic streptococci, where the
joints and also the valves and lining of the
heart become inflamed. Also called acute
rheumatic



rheumatic fever



rheumatism
COMMENT: Rheumatic fever often follows another streptococcal infection such as a strep
throat or tonsillitis. Symptoms are high fever,
pains in the joints, which become red, formation of nodules on the ends of bones and difficulty in breathing. Although recovery can be
complete, rheumatic fever can recur and damage the heart permanently.
rheumatism / ru mətz(ə)m/ noun pains
rheumatism



and stiffness in the joints and muscles
(informal ) 쑗 She has rheumatism in her hips. 쑗
He complained of rheumatism in the knees.
rheumatoid / ru mətɔd/ adjective relating
to rheumatism
rheumatoid arthritis /ru mətɔd ɑ
θrats/ noun a general painful disabling collagen disease affecting any joint, but especially the hands, feet and hips, making them swollen and inflamed. 쒁 osteoarthritis
rheumatoid



rheumatoid arthritis





‘…rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic inflammatory
disease which can affect many systems of the body,
but mainly the joints. 70% of sufferers develop the
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints’
[Nursing Times]
rheumatoid
erosion /ru mətɔd 
rəυ(ə)n/ noun erosion of bone and cartilage
rheumatoid erosion





in the joints caused by rheumatoid arthritis
rheumatoid factor / ru mətɔd fktə/
noun an antibody found in the blood serum of
many people who have rheumatoid arthritis
rheumatologist /ru mə tɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in rheumatology
rheumatology /ru mə tɒlədi/ noun a
branch of medicine dealing with rheumatic
disease of muscles and joints
Rh factor /ɑ r etʃ fktə/ noun same as
rheumatoid factor



rheumatologist





rheumatology





Rh factor



rhesus factor
rhin- /ran/ prefix same as rhino- (used before
vowels)
rhinal / ran(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
rhin-

rhinal



nose
rhinencephalon /ranen kefəlɒn/ noun the
area of the forebrain that controls the sense of
smell
rhinitis /ra nats/ noun inflammation of the
mucous membrane in the nose, which makes
the nose run, caused, e.g., by a virus infection
or an allergic reaction to dust or flowers
rhinencephalon



rhinitis









rhinophyma





rhinoplasty



rhinorrhoea





rhinoscope



rhinoscopy



rhinosinusitis







rhinosporidiosis







rhinovirus





rhiz-



rhizotomy



Rh-negative



rhodopsin



rhombencephalon





rhomboid



rhonchus



(NOTE: The plural is rhonchi.)
Rh-positive /ɑ etʃ pɒztv/ adjective who
Rh-positive



has the rhesus factor in his or her blood
rhythm / rð(ə)m/ noun a regular movement
or beat
rhythm
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rhythmic / rðmk/ adjective regular, with a
repeated rhythm
rhythm method / rð(ə)m meθəd/ noun a
method of birth control where sexual intercourse should take place only during the safe
periods when conception is least likely to occur, i.e. at the beginning and at the end of the
menstrual cycle
rhythmic



rhythm method



COMMENT: This method is not as safe or reliable as other methods of contraception because the time when ovulation takes place
cannot be accurately calculated if a woman
does not have regular periods.
rib /rb/ noun one of twenty-four curved bones
which protect the chest (NOTE: For other terms
referring to the ribs, see words beginning with
cost-, costo-.)
ribavirin / rabəvarn/ noun a synthetic
rib

ribavirin





drug which helps to prevent the synthesis of
viral DNA and RNA, used in the treatment of
viral diseases
rib cage / rb ked/ noun the ribs and the
space enclosed by them
rib cage



COMMENT:

The rib cage is formed of twelve
pairs of curved bones. The top seven pairs,
the true ribs, are joined to the breastbone in
front by costal cartilage. The other five pairs of
ribs, the false ribs, are not attached to the
breastbone, though the 8th, 9th and 10th pairs
are each attached to the rib above. The bottom two pairs, which are not attached to the
breastbone at all, are called the floating ribs.
riboflavine /rabəυ flevn/ same as Vitamin B2 (NOTE: The US spelling is riboflavin.)
ribonuclease /rabəυ nju kliez/ noun an
riboflavine





ribonuclease





enzyme which breaks down RNA
ribonucleic acid /rabəυnju kli k sd/
noun one of the nucleic acids in the nucleus of
all living cells, which takes coded information
from DNA and translates it into specific enzymes and proteins. 쒁 DNA. Abbr RNA
ribose / rabəυs/ noun a type of sugar found
in RNA
ribosomal /rabə səυm(ə)l/ adjective referring to ribosomes
ribosome / rabəsəυm/ noun a tiny particle
in a cell, containing RNA and protein, where
protein is synthesised
ricewater stools / raswɔ tə stu lz/ plural
noun watery faeces that are typically passed by
people who have cholera
rich /rtʃ/ adjective 1. well supplied 2. referring to food which has a high calorific value
ribonucleic acid





ribose



ribosomal





ribosome



ricewater stools



rich

‘…the sublingual region has a rich blood supply derived from the carotid artery’ [Nursing Times]
ricin / rasn/ noun a highly toxic albumin
ricin



found in the seeds of the castor oil plant
rick /rk/ noun a slight injury to a joint caused
by wrenching or spraining it 쐽 verb to wrench
or sprain a joint of the body slightly
rickets / rkts/ noun a disease of children,
where the bones are soft and do not develop
rick

rickets



rima glottidis

properly due to lack of Vitamin D. Also called
rachitis
COMMENT: Initial treatment for rickets in children is a vitamin-rich diet, together with exposure to sunshine which causes vitamin D to
form in the skin.
Rickettsia /r ketsiə/ noun a genus of microRickettsia



organisms which causes several diseases including Q fever and typhus
rickettsial /r ketsiəl/ adjective referring to
Rickettsia
rickettsial pox /r ketsiəl pɒks/ noun a disease found in North America, caused by Rickettsia akari passed to humans by bites from
mites which live on mice
rid /rd/ verb 왍 to get rid of something to
make something go away 쑗 He can’t get rid of
his cold – he’s had it for weeks. 왍 to be rid of
something not to have something unpleasant
any more 쑗 I’m very glad to be rid of my flu.
ridge /rd/ noun a long raised part on the surface of a bone or organ
rifampicin /rf mpsn/ noun an antibiotic
which works by interfering with RNA synthesis in the infecting bacteria, used in the treatment of tuberculosis, leprosy and other bacterial infections
right /rat/ noun the fact of being legally entitled to do or to have something 쑗 You always
have the right to ask for a second opinion.
right colic /rat kɒlk/ noun an artery which
leads from the superior mesenteric artery
right-handed /rat hndd/ adjective using
the right hand more often than the left 쑗 He’s
right-handed. 쑗 Most people are right-handed.
right-left shunt /rat left ʃ"nt/ noun a
malformation in the heart, allowing blood to
flow from the pulmonary artery to the aorta
right lymphatic duct /rat lmftk
d"kt/ noun one of the main terminal channels
for carrying lymph, draining the right side of
the head and neck and entering the junction of
the right subclavian and internal jugular veins.
It is the smaller of the two main discharge
points of the lymphatic system into the venous
system, the larger being the thoracic duct.
rigid / rdd/ adjective stiff, not moving
rigidity /r ddti/ noun the fact of being rigid, bent or not able to be moved. 쒁 spasticity
rigor / r&ə/ noun an attack of shivering, often
with fever
rigor mortis /r&ə mɔ ts/ noun a condition
in which the muscles of a dead body become
stiff after death and then become relaxed again
rickettsial



rickettsial pox



rid

ridge

rifampicin



right

right colic



right-handed



right-left shunt



right lymphatic duct





rigid



rigidity



rigor



rigor mortis



COMMENT: Rigor mortis starts about eight
hours after death, and begins to disappear
several hours later. Environment and temperature play a large part in the timing.
rima / ramə/ noun a narrow crack or cleft
rima glottidis /ri mə &lɒtds/ noun a
rima



rima glottidis



space between the vocal cords
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ring /rŋ/ noun a circle of tissue, or tissue or
muscle shaped like a circle
ring block / rŋ blɒk/ noun the process of inserting local anaesthetic all the way round a
digit, e.g. a finger, in order to perform a procedure distal to the block.
Ringer’s solution / rŋəz səlu ʃ(ə)n/ noun
a solution of inorganic salts which is used both
to treat burns and cuts and to keep cells, tissues
or organs alive outside the body
ring finger / rŋ fŋ&ə/ noun the third finger,
the finger between the little finger and the middle finger
ringing in the ear /rŋŋ n ði ə/ 쏡 tinnitus
ringworm / rŋw! m/ noun any of various infections of the skin by a fungus, in which the
infection spreads out in a circle from a central
point. It is very contagious and difficult to get
rid of. Also called tinea
Rinne’s test / rniz test/ noun a hearing test
in which a tuning fork is hit and its handle
placed near the ear, to test for air conduction,
and then on the mastoid process, to test for
bone conduction. It is then possible to determine the type of lesion which exists by finding
if the sound is heard for a longer period by air
or by bone conduction. [Described 1855. After
ring

ring block



Ringer’s solution





ring finger



ringing in the ear



ringworm



Rinne’s test



Friedrich Heinrich Rinne (1819–68), otologist at
Göttingen, Germany.]
rinse out /rns aυt/ verb to lightly wash the
rinse out



inside of something to make it clean, e.g. to get
rid of soap 쑗 She rinsed out the measuring jar.
쑗 Rinse your mouth out with mouthwash.
ripple bed / rp(ə)l bed/ noun a type of bed
with an air-filled mattress divided into sections, in which the pressure is continuously being changed so that the body can be massaged
and bedsores can be avoided
rise /raz/ verb to go up 쑗 His temperature
rose sharply. (NOTE: rising – rose – risen)
risk /rsk/ noun the possibility of something
harmful happening 쑗 There is a risk of a cholera epidemic. 쑗 There is no risk of the disease
spreading to other members of the family. 왍 at
risk in danger of being harmed 쑗 Businessmen
are particularly at risk of having a heart attack. 왍 children at risk children who are more
likely to be harmed or to catch a disease 쐽 verb
to do something which may possibly cause
harm or have bad results 쑗 If the patient is not
moved to an isolation ward, all the patients
and staff in the hospital risk catching the disease.
ripple bed



rise

risk

‘…adenomatous polyps are a risk factor for carcinoma of the stomach’ [Nursing Times]
‘…three quarters of patients aged 35–64 on GPs’
lists have at least one major risk factor: high cholesterol, high blood pressure or addiction to tobacco’
[Health Services Journal]
risk factor / rsk fktə/ noun a characterisrisk factor



tic that increases a person’s likelihood of getting a particular disease 쑗 Smoking is a risk

factor for lung cancer. 쑗 Obesity is a risk factor for diabetes.
risus sardonicus /rasəs sɑ dɒnkəs/
noun a twisted smile which is a symptom of
tetanus
rite of passage /rat əv psd/ noun a
ceremony which shows that somebody is moving from one stage of their life to another, e.g.
from childhood to puberty or from unmarried
to married life
river blindness / rvə blandnəs/ noun
blindness caused by larvae getting into the eye
in cases of onchocerciasis
RM abbr Registered Midwife
RMN abbr Registered Mental Nurse
RN abbr Registered Nurse
RNA abbr ribonucleic acid
RNMH abbr Registered Nurse for the Mentally Handicapped
Rocky Mountain spotted fever /rɒki
maυntn spɒtd fi və/ noun a type of typhus caused by Rickettsia rickettsii, transmitted to humans by ticks
rod /rɒd/ noun 1. a stick shape with rounded
ends 쑗 Some bacteria are shaped like rods or
are rod-shaped. 2. one of two types of lightsensitive cell in the retina of the eye. Rods are
sensitive to dim light, but not to colour. 쒁 cone
risus sardonicus





rite of passage



river blindness



RM

RMN

RN

RNA

RNMH

Rocky Mountain spotted fever



rod

COMMENT: Rod cells in the eye are sensitive to
poor light. They contain rhodopsin or visual
purple, which produces the nervous impulse
which the rod transmits to the optic nerve.
rodent ulcer /rəυd(ə)nt "lsə/ noun a marodent ulcer



lignant tumour on the face

COMMENT: Rodent ulcers are different from
some other types of cancer in that they do not
spread to other parts of the body and do not
metastasise, but remain on the face, usually
near the mouth or eyes. Rodent ulcer is rare
before middle age.
roentgen / rɒnt&ən/ noun a unit of radiation
roentgen



used to measure the exposure of someone or
something to X-rays or gamma rays. Symbol R

[After Wilhelm Konrad von Röntgen (1845–
1923), physicist at Strasbourg, Geissen, Würzburg and Munich, and then Director of the physics laboratory at Würzburg where he discovered
X-rays in 1895. Nobel prize for Physics 1901.]
roentgenogram / rɒnt&enə&rm/ noun an
roentgenogram



X-ray photograph
roentgenology /rɒnt&ə nɒlədi/ noun the
study of X-rays and their use in medicine
roentgen ray / rɒnt&ən re/ noun an X-ray
or gamma ray which can pass through tissue
and leave an image on a photographic film
role /rəυl/ noun 1. the usual or expected function of somebody or something in a particular
process or event 쑗 the role of haemoglobin in
blood clotting 2. the characteristic or expected
pattern of behaviour of a particular member of
a social group 쑗 the eldest child’s role in the
family
roentgenology



roentgen ray



role
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role playing / rəυl pleŋ/ noun the act of
pretending to be somebody else in a situation,
so that you have to imagine how that person
feels and thinks. It usually involves several
people. It is used in many training exercises
and psychiatric evaluations.
rolled bandage /rəυld bndd/, roller
bandage /rəυlə bndd/ noun a bandage in
the form of a long strip of cloth which is rolled
up from one or both ends
Romberg’s sign / rɒmb! &z san/ noun a
swaying of the body or falling when standing
with the feet close together and the eyes
closed, the result of loss of the joint position
sense [Described 1846. After Moritz Heinrich
role playing



rolled bandage





Romberg’s sign



Romberg (1795–1873), German physician and
pioneer neurologist.]
COMMENT: If a patient cannot stand upright
when his or her eyes are closed, this shows
that nerves in the lower limbs which transmit
joint position sense to the brain are damaged.
rongeur /rɒŋ &! / noun a strong surgical inrongeur



strument like a pair of pliers, used for cutting
bone
roof /ru f/ noun the top part of a cavity 왍 roof
of the mouth Same as palate
root /ru t/ noun 1. a point from which a part of
the body grows 쑗 root of hair or hair root 쑗
root of nerve or nerve root 2. part of a tooth
which is connected to a socket in the jaw 왘
also called radix
root canal / ru t kənl/ noun a canal in the
root of a tooth through which the nerves and
blood vessels pass
rooting reflex / ru tŋ ri fleks/ noun the instinct in new babies to turn their heads towards
a touch on the cheek or mouth, which is important for breastfeeding
Roper, Logan and Tierney model /rəυpə
ləυ&ən ən təni mɒd(ə)l/ noun an important
model of nursing developed in the UK in 1980.
Various factors such as necessary daily tasks,
lifespan and health status are used to assess the
relative independence of an individual, which
the nurse will help them to increase.
Rorschach test / rɔ ʃɑ k test/ noun the ink
blot test, used in psychological diagnosis,
where someone is shown a series of blots of
ink on paper and is asked to say what each blot
reminds him or her of. The answers give information about the person’s psychological state.
roof

root

root canal





rooting reflex



Roper, Logan and Tierney model



Rorschach test



[Described 1921. After Hermann Rorschach
(1884–1922), German-born psychiatrist who
worked in Bern, Switzerland.]
rosacea /rəυ zeʃə/ noun a common skin disrosacea



ease seen from middle age affecting the face,
and especially the nose, which becomes red
because of enlarged blood vessels. The cause
is not known. Also called acne rosacea (NOTE:

Despite its alternative name, rosacea is not a
type of acne.)
rosea / rəυziə/ 쏡 pityriasis
rosea



round window

roseola infantum /rəυzi ələ n fntəm/
noun a sudden infection of small children, with
fever, swelling of the lymph glands and a rash.
It is caused by herpesvirus 6. Also called exanroseola infantum





them subitum
rostral / rɒstr(ə)l/ adjective like the beak of a
rostral



bird
rostrum / rɒstrəm/ noun a projecting part of
a bone or structure shaped like a beak (NOTE:
rostrum



The plural is rostra.)
rot /rɒt/ verb to decay, to become putrefied 쑗
rot

The flesh was rotting round the wound as gangrene set in. 쑗 The fingers can rot away in leprosy.
rotate /rəυ tet/ verb to move in a circle, or
make something move in a circle
rotation /rəυ teʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of moving in a circle. See illustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement 왍 lateral and medial
rotation turning part of the body to the side,
towards the midline
rotator /rəυ tetə/ noun a muscle which
makes a limb rotate
rotavirus / rəυtəvarəs/ noun any of a group
of viruses associated with gastroenteritis in
children
rotate



rotation



rotator



rotavirus



‘…rotavirus is now widely accepted as an important
cause of childhood diarrhoea in many different parts
of the world’ [East African Medical Journal]
Rothera’s test / rɒðərəz test/ noun a test to
Rothera’s test



see if acetone is present in urine, a sign of ketosis which is a complication of diabetes mellitus [After Arthur Cecil Hamel Rothera (1880–
1915), biochemist in Melbourne, Australia]
Roth spot / rəυt spɒt/ noun a pale spot
Roth spot



which sometimes occurs on the retina of a person who has leukaemia or some other diseases
[After Moritz Roth (1839–1915), Swiss pathologist and physician]
rotunda /rəυ t"ndə/ 쏡 fenestra
rough /r"f/ adjective not smooth 쑗 rough skin
roughage / r"fd/ noun same as dietary fibre
COMMENT: Roughage is found in cereals, nuts,
fruit and vegetables. It is believed to be necessary to help digestion and avoid developing
constipation and obesity.
rouleau /ru ləυ/ noun a roll of red blood
rotunda



rough

roughage



rouleau



cells which have stuck together like a column
of coins (NOTE: The plural is rouleaux.)
round /raυnd/ adjective shaped like a circle 쐽
noun a regular visit 왍 to do the rounds of the
wards to visit various wards in a hospital and
talk to the nurses and check on patients’
progress or condition 왍 a health visitor’s
rounds regular series of visits made by a
health visitor
round ligament /raυnd l&əmənt/ noun a
band of muscle which stretches from the uterus to the labia
round window /raυnd wndəυ/ noun a
round opening between the middle ear and the
round

round ligament

round window
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cochlea, and closed by a membrane. Also
called fenestra rotunda. See illustration at EAR
in Supplement
roundworm / raυndw! m/ noun any of several common types of parasitic worms with
round bodies, such as hookworms. Compare
roundworm



rubbing alcohol / r"bŋ lkəhɒl/ noun US
same as surgical spirit
rubefacient /ru b feʃ(ə)nt/ noun a substance which makes the skin warm, and pink
or red 쐽 adjective causing the skin to become
red
rubella /ru belə/ noun a common infectious
viral disease of children with mild fever, swollen lymph nodes and rash. Also called German
rubbing alcohol



rubefacient





rubella

flatworm



Rovsing’s sign / rɒvsŋz san/ noun pain in
the right iliac fossa when the left iliac fossa is
pressed, which is a sign of acute appendicitis
Rovsing’s sign



[Described 1907. After Nils Thorkild Rovsing
(1862–1927), Professor of Surgery at Copenhagen, Denmark.]
Royal College of General Practitioners /
rɔəl kɒld əv den(ə)rəl/ noun a profesRoyal College of General Practitioners



sional association which represents family
doctors. Abbr RCGP
Royal College of Nursing /rɔəl kɒld
əv n! sŋ/ noun a professional association
which represents nurses. Abbr RCN
Roy’s model / rɔz mɒd(ə)l/ noun a model
for nursing developed in the US in the 1970s.
It describes a person’s health as being a state of
successful positive adaptation to all those
stimuli from the environment which could interfere with their basic need satisfaction. Illness results from an inability to adapt to such
stimuli, so nurses should help patients to overcome this.
RQ abbr respiratory quotient
RR abbr 1. recovery room 2. relative risk
-rrhage /rd/, -rrhagia / redə/ suffix referring to an unusual flow or discharge of blood
-rrhaphy /rəfi/ suffix referring to surgical
sewing or suturing
-rrhexis /rekss/ suffix referring to splitting or
rupture
-rrhoea /rə/ suffix referring to an unusual
flow or discharge of fluid from an organ
RSCN abbr Registered Sick Children’s Nurse
RSI abbr repetitive strain injury
RSV abbr respiratory syncytial virus
RTN abbr Registered Theatre Nurse
rub /r"b/ noun a lotion used to rub on the skin
쑗 The ointment is used as a rub. 쐽 verb 1. to
move something, especially the hands, backwards and forwards over a surface 쑗 She
rubbed her leg after she knocked it against the
table. 쑗 He rubbed his hands to make the circulation return. 2. 왍 to rub into to make an
ointment go into the skin by rubbing 쑗 Rub the
liniment gently into the skin.
rubber / r"bə/ noun 1. a material which can
be stretched and compressed, made from the
thick white liquid called latex, from a tropical
tree 2. a condom (informal )
rubber sheet /r"bə ʃi t/ noun a waterproof
sheet put on hospital beds or on the bed of a
child who is prone to bedwetting, to protect the
mattress
Royal College of Nursing



Roy’s model



RQ

RR

-rrhage



-rrhaphy

-rrhexis

-rrhoea

RSCN

RSI

RSV

RTN

rub

rubber



rubber sheet



measles
COMMENT: Rubella can cause stillbirth or malformation of an unborn baby if the mother
catches the disease while pregnant. One
component of the MMR vaccine immunises
against rubella.
rubeola /ru bi ələ/ noun same as measles
Rubin’s test / ru bnz test/ noun a test to
rubeola



Rubin’s test



see if the Fallopian tubes are free from obstruction [After Isador Clinton Rubin (b. 1883),
US gynaecologist]
rubor / ru bə/ noun redness of the skin or tisrubor



sue
rudimentary /ru d ment(ə)ri/ adjective existing in a small form, or not developed fully 쑗
The child was born with rudimentary arms.
Ruffini corpuscles /ru fi ni kɔ p"s(ə)lz/,
n! v
Ruffini nerve endings /ru fi ni
endŋz/ plural noun branching nerve endings
in the skin, which are thought to be sensitive to
heat
ruga / ru &ə/ noun a fold or ridge, especially
in a mucous membrane such as the lining of
the stomach (NOTE: The plural is rugae.)
rule out /ru l aυt/ verb to state that someone
does not have a specific disease 쑗 We can rule
out shingles.
rumbling / r"mblŋ/ noun borborygmus,
noise in the abdomen, caused by gas in the intestine
rumination /ru m neʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a condition in which someone has constant irrational thoughts which they cannot control 2. the regurgitation of food from the stomach which is
then swallowed again
run /r"n/ verb (of the nose) to drip with liquid
secreted from the mucous membrane in the nasal passage 쑗 His nose is running. 쑗 If your
nose is running, blow it on a handkerchief. 쑗
One of the symptoms of a cold is a running
nose.
run-down /r"n daυn/ adjective exhausted
and unwell
running / r"nŋ/ adjective from which liquid
is flowing 쑗 running eyes
running sore /r"nŋ sɔ / noun a sore which
is discharging pus
runny nose /r"ni nəυz/ noun a nose which
is dripping with liquid from the mucous membrane
runs /r"nz/ noun the runs same as diarrhoea
(informal ) 쑗 I’ve got the runs again. (NOTE:
rudimentary





Ruffini corpuscles





ruga



rule out



rumbling



rumination





run

run-down



running



running sore



runny nose



runs

Takes a singular or plural verb.)
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rupture / r"ptʃə/ noun 1. the breaking or
tearing of an organ such as the appendix 2.
same as hernia 쐽 verb to break or tear something
ruptured spleen /r"ptʃəd spli n/ noun a
spleen which has been torn by piercing or by a
blow
Russell traction / r"s(ə)l trkʃ(ə)n/ noun
a type of traction with weights and slings used
to straighten a femur which has been fractured
rupture



ruptured spleen



Russell traction



Ryle’s tube

[Described 1924. After R. Hamilton Russell
(1860–1933), Australian surgeon.]

Ryle’s tube / ralz tju b/ noun a thin tube
which is passed into the stomach through either the nose or mouth, used to pump out the
contents of the stomach or to introduce a barium meal in the stomach [Described 1921. After
Ryle’s tube



John Alfred Ryle (1882–1950), physician at London, Cambridge and Oxford, UK.]

Medicine.fm Page 360 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

S
Sabin vaccine / sebn vksi n/ noun an
oral vaccine against poliomyelitis, consisting
of weak live polio virus. Compare Salk vacSabin vaccine



cine (NOTE: This is the vaccine used in the UK)
[Developed 1955. After Albert Bruce Sabin
(1906–93), Russian-born New York bacteriologist.]
sac /sk/ noun a part of the body shaped like
sac

a bag
saccades /s kedz/ plural noun controlled
rapid movements of the eyes made when a person is changing the direction in which they are
focusing, e.g. when they are reading
sacchar- /skə/ prefix same as saccharosaccades



sacchar-

(used before vowels)
saccharide / skərad/ noun a form of carsaccharide



bohydrate
saccharin / skərn/ noun a white crystalline substance, used in place of sugar because,
although it is nearly 500 times sweeter than
sugar, it contains no carbohydrates
saccharine / skəran/ adjective relating to,
resembling or containing sugar
saccharo- /skərəυ/ prefix referring to sugar
saccule / skju l/, sacculus / skjυləs/
noun the smaller of two sacs in the vestibule of
the inner ear which is part of the mechanism
which relates information about the position of
the head in space
sacra / sekrə/ plural of sacrum
sacral / sekrəl/ adjective referring to the sacrum
sacral foramen /sekrəl fə remən/ noun
one of the openings in the sacrum through
which the sacral nerves pass. See illustration at
PELVIS in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is sacsaccharin



saccharine



saccharo-

saccule





sacra



sacral



sacral foramen





ral foramina.)

rum which lead to nerves in the buttocks, back
of the thigh and lower leg and foot
sacral vertebrae /sekrəl v! tbri / plural
noun the five vertebrae in the lower part of the
spine which are fused together to form the sacrum
sacro- /sekrəυ/ prefix referring to the sacrum
sacrococcygeal /sekrəυkɒk si diəl/ adjective referring to the sacrum and the coccyx
sacroiliac /sekrəυ lik/ adjective referring to the sacrum and the ilium
sacroiliac joint /sekrəυ lik dɔnt/
noun a joint where the sacrum joins the ilium
sacroiliitis /sekrəυli ats/ noun inflammation of the sacroiliac joint
sacrotuberous
ligament
/sekrəυ
tju bərəs l&əmənt/ noun the large ligament
between the iliac spine, the sacrum, the coccyx
and the ischial tuberosity
sacro-uterine
ligament
/sekrəυ
ju təran l&əmənt/ noun a ligament which
goes from the neck of the uterus to the sacrum,
passing on each side of the rectum
sacrum / sekrəm/ noun a flat triangular
bone, formed of five sacral vertebrae fused together, located between the lumbar vertebrae
and the coccyx. It articulates with the coccyx
and also with the hip bones. See illustration at
PELVIS in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is sacsacral vertebrae



sacro-

sacrococcygeal







sacroiliac joint







sacral nerve



sacral plexus





sacroiliitis





sacrotuberous ligament





sacro-uterine ligament



sacrum



ra.)
SAD

SAD abbr seasonal affective disorder
saddle joint / sd(ə)l dɔnt/ noun a synovial joint where one element is concave and
the other convex, like the joint between the
thumb and the wrist
saddle-nose / sd(ə)l nəυz/ noun a deep
bridge of the nose, usually a sign of injury but
sometimes a sign of tertiary syphilis
sadism / sedz(ə)m/ noun a sexual condition in which a person finds sexual pleasure in
hurting others
sadist / sedst/ noun a person whose sexual
urge is linked to sadism
sadistic /sə dstk/ adjective referring to sadism. Compare masochism
saddle joint



saddle-nose



sacralisation /skrəla zeʃ(ə)n/, sacralization noun a condition in which the lowest
lumbar vertebra fuses with the sacrum
sacral nerve / skrəl n! v/ noun one of the
nerves which branch from the spinal cord in
the sacrum and govern the legs, the arms and
the genital area
sacral plexus /sekrəl pleksəs/ noun a
group of nerves inside the pelvis near the sacsacralisation



sacroiliac

sadism



sadist



sadistic
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SADS abbr seasonal affective disorder syndrome
safe /sef/ adjective 1. not likely to cause harm
쑗 Is it safe to use this drug on someone who is
diabetic? 2. in a protected place or situation
and not likely to be harmed or lost 쑗 Keep the
drugs in a safe place. 쑗 He’s safe in hospital
being looked after by the doctors and nurses.
SADS

safe

(NOTE: safer – safest)
‘…a good collateral blood supply makes occlusion
of a single branch of the coeliac axis safe’
[British Medical Journal]
safe dose /sef dəυs/ noun the amount of a
safe dose

drug which can be given without being harmful
safely / sefli/ adverb without danger, without
being hurt 쑗 You can safely take six tablets a
day without any risk of side-effects.
safe period / sef pəriəd/ noun the time
during the menstrual cycle, when conception
is not likely to occur, and sexual intercourse
can take place, used as a method of contraception. 쒁 rhythm method
safe sex /sef seks/ noun the use of measures such as a contraceptive sheath and having
only one sexual partner to reduce the possibility of catching a sexually transmitted disease
safety / sefti/ noun the fact of being safe 왍
to take safety precautions to do things which
make your actions or condition safe
safety pin / sefti pn/ noun a special type of
bent pin with a guard which protects the point,
used for attaching nappies or bandages
sagittal / sdt(ə)l/ adjective going from
the front of the body to the back, dividing it
into right and left
sagittal plane /sdt(ə)l plen/ noun the
division of the body along the midline, at right
angles to the coronal plane, dividing the body
into right and left parts. Also called median
plane. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in
Supplement
sagittal section /sdt(ə)l sekʃən/ noun
any section or cut through the body, going
from the front to the back along the length of
the body
sagittal suture /sdt(ə)l su tʃə/ noun a
joint along the top of the head where the two
parietal bones are fused
StHA abbr Strategic Health Authority
St John Ambulance Association and
Brigade /sənt dɒn mbjυləns əsəυs*
ieʃ(ə)n ən br &ed/ noun a voluntary organisation which gives training in first aid and
whose members provide first aid at public
events such as football matches and demonstrations
St Louis encephalitis /sent lu s enkefə
lats/ noun a sometimes fatal form of encephalitis, transmitted by the ordinary house
mosquito, Culex pipiens [After St Louis, Missafely



safe period



safe sex

safety



safety pin



sagittal



sagittal plane



sagittal section



sagittal suture



StHA

St John Ambulance Association and Brigade





St Louis encephalitis



souri, USA, where it was first diagnosed]



salmeterol

St Vitus’s dance /sənt vatəsz dɑ ns/
noun a former name for Sydenham’s chorea
salbutamol /sl bju təmɒl/ noun a drug
which relaxes and dilates the bronchi, used in
the relief of asthma, emphysema and chronic
bronchitis
salicylate /sə lslet/ noun one of various
pain-killing substances derived from salicylic
acid, e.g. aspirin
salicylic acid /sl slk sd/ noun a
white antiseptic substance which destroys bacteria and fungi and which is used in ointments
to treat corns, warts and other skin disorders
salicylism / slslz(ə)m/ noun the effects
of poisoning due to too much salicylic acid.
Symptoms include headache, tinnitus, faintness and vomiting.
saline / selan/ adjective referring to or containing salt 쑗 The patient was given a saline
transfusion. 쐽 noun same as saline solution
saline drip /selan drp/ noun a drip containing a saline solution
saline solution / selan səlu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
solution made of distilled water and sodium
chloride, which is introduced into the body intravenously through a drip
saliva /sə lavə/ noun a fluid in the mouth, secreted by the salivary glands, which starts the
process of digesting food (NOTE: For terms reSt Vitus’s dance

salbutamol



salicylate



salicylic acid





salicylism



saline



saline drip



saline solution





saliva



ferring to saliva, see words beginning with ptyal, ptyalo- or sial-, sialo-.)
COMMENT: Saliva is a mixture of a large quantity of water and a small amount of mucus, secreted by the salivary glands. Saliva acts to
keep the mouth and throat moist, allowing
food to be swallowed easily. It also contains
the enzyme ptyalin, which begins the digestive process of converting starch into sugar
while food is still in the mouth. Because of this
association with food, the salivary glands produce saliva automatically when food is seen,
smelt or even simply talked about.
salivary /sə lav(ə)ri/ adjective referring to
salivary



saliva
salivary calculus /səlav(ə)ri klkjυləs/
noun a stone which forms in a salivary gland
salivary gland /sə lav(ə)ri &lnd/ noun a
gland which secretes saliva, situated under the
tongue (the sublingual gland), beneath the
lower jaw (the submandibular gland) and in
the neck at the back of the lower jaw joint (the
parotid gland)
salivate / slvet/ verb to produce saliva
salivation /sl veʃ(ə)n/ noun the production of saliva
Salk vaccine / sɔ k vksi n/ noun an injected vaccine against poliomyelitis, consisting of inactivated polio virus. Compare Sabin
salivary calculus



salivary gland



salivate



salivation





Salk vaccine



vaccine [Developed 1954. After Jonas Edward
Salk (1914–95), virologist in Pittsburgh, USA.]
salmeterol /sl metərɒl/ noun a drug which
salmeterol



relaxes and widens the airways, used to treat
severe asthma
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Salmonella /slmə nelə/ noun a genus of
pathogenic bacteria which live in the intestines
and are usually acquired by eating contaminated food, responsible for many cases of gastroenteritis and for typhoid or paratyphoid fever
Salmonella





(NOTE: The plural is Salmonellae.)
Salmonella
poisoning /slmə nelə
pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning caused by Salmonellae which develop in the intestines 쑗
Salmonella poisoning





Five people were taken to hospital with Salmonella poisoning.
salmonellosis /slməne ləυss/ noun food
poisoning caused by Salmonella in the digestive system
salping- /slpnd/ prefix same as salpingosalmonellosis





salping-

(used before vowels)

salpingectomy /slpn dektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove or cut a Fallopian
tube, used as a method of contraception
salpingitis /slpn dats/ noun inflammation, usually of a Fallopian tube
salpingo- /slpŋ&əυ/ prefix 1. referring to
the Fallopian tubes 2. referring to the auditory
meatus
salpingography /slpŋ &ɒ&rəfi/ noun an
X-ray examination of the Fallopian tubes
salpingolysis /slpŋ &ɒlss/ noun a surgical operation to open up blocked Fallopian
tubes by removing any adhesions near the ovaries
salpingo-oophorectomy
/slpŋ&əυ
əυəfə rektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
remove a Fallopian tube and ovary
salpingo-oophoritis /slpŋ&əυ əυəfə
rats/, salpingo-oothecitis /slpŋ&əυ
əυəθ sats/ noun inflammation of a Fallopian tube and the ovary connected to it
salpingo-oophorocele /slpŋ&əυ əυ
ɒfərəυsi l/, salpingo-oothecocele /sl
pŋ&əυ əυə θi kəυsi l/ noun a hernia where a
Fallopian tube and its ovary pass through a
weak point in the surrounding tissue
salpingostomy /slpŋ &ɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to open up a blocked Fallopian tube
salpinx / slpŋks/ noun same as Fallopian
salpingectomy





salpingitis





salpingo-

salpingography





salpingolysis





salpingo-oophorectomy





salpingo-oophoritis









salpingo-oophorocele









salpingostomy





salpinx



tube (NOTE: The plural is salpinges.)
salt /sɔ lt/ noun 1. small white crystals mainly
salt

of sodium chloride used to flavour and preserve food 2. a crystalline compound, usually
containing a metal, formed when an acid is
neutralised by an alkali
COMMENT:

Salt forms a necessary part of diet,
as it replaces salt lost in sweating and helps to
control the water balance in the body. It also
improves the working of the muscles and
nerves. Most diets contain more salt than
each person actually needs, and although it
has not been proved to be harmful, it is generally wise to cut down on salt consumption.
Salt is one of the four tastes, the others being
sweet, sour and bitter.

salt depletion / sɔ lt dpli ʃ(ə)n/ noun loss
of salt from the body, by sweating or vomiting,
which causes cramp
salt-free diet /sɔ lt fri daət/ noun a diet
in which no salt is allowed
salve /slv/ noun an ointment
sample / sɑ mpəl/ noun a small quantity of
something used for testing 쑗 Blood samples
were taken from all the staff in the hospital. 쑗
The doctor asked her to provide a urine sample.
sanatorium /snə tɔ riəm/ noun an institution, similar to a hospital, which treats particular types of disorder such as tuberculosis, or
offers special treatment such as hot baths or
massage (NOTE: The plural is sanatoria or sansalt depletion





salt-free diet



salve

sample



sanatorium





atoriums.)

sandflea / sndfli / noun the jigger, a tropical insect which enters the skin between the
toes and digs under the skin, causing intense
irritation
sandfly fever / sndfla fi və/ noun a virus
infection like influenza, which is transmitted
by the bite of the sandfly Phlebotomus papatasii and is common in the Middle East
sandwich therapy / snwdʃ θerəpi/
noun a system in which one type of treatment
is used between exposures to a different treatment, e.g., chemotherapy given before and after radiation, or radiation given before and after surgery
sangui- /sŋ&w/ prefix relating to blood
sanguineous /sŋ &wniəs/ adjective referring to blood, containing blood
sanies / senii z/ noun a discharge from a
sore or wound which has an unpleasant smell
sanitary / snt(ə)ri/ adjective 1. clean 2. referring to hygiene or to health
sanitary towel / snt(ə)ri taυəl/ noun a
disposable pad of absorbent material worn by
women to absorb the blood flow during menstruation
sanitation /sn teʃ(ə)n/ noun the practice
of being hygienic, especially referring to public hygiene 쑗 Poor sanitation in crowded conditions can result in the spread of disease.
SA node /es e nəυd/, S-A node noun same
as sinoatrial node
saphena /sə fi nə/ noun same as saphenous
sandflea



sandfly fever



sandwich therapy



sangui-

sanguineous



sanies



sanitary



sanitary towel



sanitation





SA node



saphena



vein (NOTE: The plural is saphenae.)
saphenous /sə fi nəs/ adjective relating to
saphenous



the saphenous veins
saphenous nerve /sə fi nəs n! v/ noun a
branch of the femoral nerve which connects
with the sensory nerves in the skin of the lower
leg
saphenous
opening
/sə fi nəs
əυp(ə)nŋ/ noun a hole in the fascia of the
thigh through which the saphenous vein passes
saphenous nerve



saphenous opening
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saphenous vein /sə fi nəs ven/ noun one
of two veins which take blood from the foot up
the leg. Also called saphena
saphenous vein



COMMENT: The long (internal) saphenous vein,

the longest vein in the body, runs from the foot
up the inside of the leg and joins the femoral
vein. The short (posterior) saphenous vein
runs up the back of the lower leg and joins the
popliteal vein.
sapphism / sfz(ə)m/ noun same as lesbianism
sapraemia /s pri miə/ noun blood poisonsapphism



sapraemia



ing by saprophytes
saprophyte / sprəfat/ noun a microorganism which lives on dead or decaying tissue
saprophytic /sprəυ ftk/ adjective referring to an organism which lives on dead or decaying tissue
sarc- /sɑ k/, sarco- /sɑ kəυ/ prefix 1. referring to flesh 2. referring to muscle
sarcoid / sɑ kɔd/ noun a tumour which is
like a sarcoma 쐽 adjective like a sarcoma
sarcoidosis /sɑ kɔ dəυss/ noun a disease
causing enlargement of the lymph nodes,
where small nodules or granulomas form in
certain tissues, especially in the lungs or liver
and other parts of the body. Also called
saprophyte



saprophytic



sarc-



sarcoid



sarcoidosis





Boeck’s disease, Boeck’s sarcoid (NOTE: The
Kveim test confirms the presence of sarcoidosis.)
sarcolemma /sɑ kəυ lemə/ noun a memsarcolemma





brane surrounding a muscle fibre
sarcoma /sɑ kəυmə/ noun a cancer of connective tissue such as bone, muscle or cartilage
sarcomatosis /sɑ kəυmə təυss/ noun a
condition in which a sarcoma has spread
through the bloodstream to many parts of the
body
sarcomatous /sɑ kɒmətəs/ adjective referring to a sarcoma
sarcomere / sɑ kəmə/ noun a filament in
myofibril
sarcoplasm / sɑ kəplz(ə)m/ noun semiliquid cytoplasm in muscle membrane. Also
called myoplasm
sarcoplasmic /sɑ kəυ plzmk/ adjective
referring to sarcoplasm
sarcoplasmic
reticulum
/sɑ kəυ
plzmk r tkjυləm/ noun a network in the
cytoplasm of striated muscle fibres
sarcoptes /sɑ kɒpti z/ noun a type of mite
which causes scabies
sardonicus /sɑ dɒnkəs/ 쏡 risus sardonisarcoma



sarcomatosis





sarcomatous



sarcomere



sarcoplasm



sarcoplasmic



sarcoplasmic reticulum





sarcoptes



sardonicus



cus

SARS /sɑ z/ noun a serious, sometimes fatal,
infection affecting the respiratory system, first
seen in China. Suspected cases of SARS must
be isolated with full barrier nursing precautions. Full form severe acute respiratory synSARS

drome

sartorius /sɑ tɔ riəs/ noun a very long muscle, the longest muscle in the body, which runs
sartorius



scald

from the anterior iliac spine, across the thigh
down to the tibia
saturated fat /stʃəretd ft/ noun a fat
which has the largest amount of hydrogen possible
saturated fat



COMMENT: Animal fats such as butter and fat
meat are saturated fatty acids. It is thought
that increasing the amount of unsaturated and
polyunsaturated fats, mainly vegetable fats
and oils, and fish oil, and reducing saturated
fats in the food intake helps reduce the level
of cholesterol in the blood, and so lessens the
risk of atherosclerosis.
saturnism / stənz(ə)m/ noun lead poisonsaturnism



ing
satyriasis /stə raəss/ noun an obsessive
sexual urge in a man (NOTE: A similar condition
satyriasis





in a woman is called nymphomania.)
saucerisation /sɔ səra zeʃ(ə)n/, saucerization noun 1. a surgical operation in which
saucerisation





tissue is cut out in the form of a saucer-like depression, usually in order to help material
drain away from infected areas of bone 2. the
shallow saucer-like appearance of the upper
surface of a vertebra after a compression fracture
save /sev/ verb 1. to stop someone from being hurt or killed 쑗 The doctors saved the little
boy from dying of cancer. 왍 the surgeons
saved her life they stopped the patient from
dying 2. to stop something from being damaged 쑗 The surgeons were unable to save the
sight of their patient.
saw /sɔ / noun a tool with a long metal blade
with teeth along its edge, used for cutting 쐽
verb to cut something with a saw (NOTE: sawsave

saw

ing – sawed – sawn)
Sayre’s jacket / seəz dkt/ noun a plasSayre’s jacket



ter cast which supports the spine when vertebrae have been deformed by tuberculosis or
spinal disease [After Lewis Albert Sayre (1820–

1901), US surgeon]

s.c. abbr subcutaneous
scab /skb/ noun a crust of dry blood which
forms over a wound and protects it
scabicide / skebəsad/ noun a solution
which kills mites 쐽 adjective killing mites
scabies / skebi z/ noun a very irritating infection of the skin caused by a mite which lives
under the skin
scala / skɑ lə/ noun a spiral canal in the cochlea
s.c.

scab

scabicide



scabies



scala



COMMENT: The cochlea is formed of three spiral canals: the scala vestibuli which is filled
with perilymph and connects with the oval
window; the scala media which is filled with
endolymph and transmits vibrations from the
scala vestibuli through the basilar membrane
to the scala tympani, which in turn transmits
the sound vibrations to the round window.
scald /skɔ ld/ noun an injury to the skin
scald

caused by touching a very hot liquid or steam.
Also called wet burn 쐽 verb to injure the skin
with a very hot liquid or steam
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scalding / skɔ ldŋ/ adjective 1. referring to a
liquid which is very hot 2. referring to urine
which gives a burning sensation when passed
scale /skel/ noun 1. a thin flat piece of something such as dead skin 2. same as tartar 3. a
system of measurement or valuation based on
a series of marks or levels with regular intervals between them 쑗 a pay scale 4. same as
scales 쐽 verb to remove the calcium deposits
from teeth
scalenus /ske li nəs/, scalene / skeli n/
noun one of a group of muscles in the neck
which bend the neck forwards and sideways,
and also help expand the lungs in deep breathing
scalenus syndrome /ske li nəs sn*
drəυm/ noun a pain in an arm, caused by the
scalenus anterior muscle pressing the subclavian artery and the brachial plexus against the
vertebrae. Also called thoracic outlet synscalding



scale

scalenus





scalenus syndrome



drome

scale off /skel ɒf/ verb to fall off in scales
scaler / skelə/ noun a surgical instrument for
scaling teeth
scales /skelz/ noun a machine for weighing
쑗 The nurses weighed the baby on the scales.
scalp /sklp/ noun the thick skin and muscle,
with the hair, which covers the skull
scalpel / sklpəl/ noun a small sharp-pointed knife used in surgery
scaly / skeli/ adjective covered in scales 쑗
The pustules harden and become scaly.
scan /skn/ noun 1. an examination of part of
the body using computer-interpreted X-rays to
create a picture of the part on a screen 2. a picture of part of the body created on a screen using computer-interpreted X-rays 쐽 verb to examine part of the body using computer-interpreted X-rays to create a picture of the part on
a screen
scanner / sknə/ noun 1. a machine which
scans a part of the body 2. a person who examines a test slide 3. a person who operates a
scanning machine
scanning / sknŋ/ noun 1. the act of examining an area with the eyes 2. the act of examining internal organs of the body with a piece
of electronic equipment
scanning speech / sknŋ spi tʃ/ noun a
disorder in speaking, where each sound is spoken separately and given equal stress
scaphocephalic /skfəυsə flk/ adjective having a long narrow skull
scaphocephaly /skfəυ kefəli, skfəυ
sefəli/ noun a condition in which the skull is
unusually long and narrow
scaphoid / skfɔd/, scaphoid bone /
skfɔd bəυn/ noun one of the carpal bones
in the wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement
scale off



scaler



scales

scalp

scalpel



scaly



scan

scanner



scanning



scanning speech



scaphocephalic





scaphocephaly









scaphoid





scapula / skpjυlə/ noun one of two large
flat bones covering the top part of the back.
Also called shoulder blade (NOTE: The plural is
scapula



scapulae.)

scapular / skpjυlə/ adjective referring to
the shoulder blade
scapulo- /skpjυləυ/ prefix relating to the
scapula
scapulohumeral /skpjυləυ hju mərəl/
adjective referring to the scapula and humerus
scar /skɑ / noun the mark left on the skin after
a wound or surgical incision has healed 쑗 He
still has the scar of his appendicectomy. Also
called cicatrix 쐽 verb to leave a scar on the
skin 쑗 The burns have scarred him for life. 쑗
Plastic surgeons have tried to repair the
scarred arm. 쑗 Patients were given special
clothes to reduce hypertrophic scarring.
scarification
/skrf keʃ(ə)n/
noun
scratching, making minute cuts on the surface
of the skin, e.g. for a smallpox vaccination
scarificator / skrfəketə/ noun an instrument used for scarification
scarlatina /skɑ lə ti nə/, scarlet fever /
skɑ lət fi və/ noun an infectious disease
with a fever, sore throat and a red rash. It is
caused by a haemolytic streptococcus and can
sometimes have serious complications if the
kidneys are infected.
Scarpa’s triangle /skɑ pɑ z traŋ&əl/
noun same as femoral triangle [After Antonio
scapular



scapulo-

scapulohumeral





scar

scarification



scarificator



scarlatina







Scarpa’s triangle



Scarpa (1747–1832), Italian anatomist and surgeon]
scar tissue / skɑ tʃu / noun fibrous tissue
scar tissue



which forms a scar
scat- /skt/, scato- / sktəυ/ prefix referring
to the faeces
scatole / sktəυl/ noun a substance in faeces, formed in the intestine, which causes a
strong smell (NOTE: Also spelled skatole.)
SCC abbr squamous cell carcinoma
scent /sent/ noun 1. a pleasant smell 쑗 The
scent of flowers makes me sneeze. 2. a cosmetic substance which has a pleasant smell 3. a
smell given off by a substance which stimulates the sense of smell
scented / sentd/ adjective with a strong
pleasant smell 쑗 He is allergic to scented
soap.
schema / ski mə/ noun same as body image
Scheuermann’s disease / ʃɔəmənz d
zi z/ noun inflammation of the bones and cartilage in the spine, usually affecting adolescents [Described 1920. After Holger Werfel
scat-



scatole



SCC

scent

scented



schema



Scheuermann’s disease





Scheuermann (1877–1960), Danish orthopaedic surgeon and radiologist.]
Schick test / ʃk test/ noun a test to see if a
person is immune to diphtheria [Described
1908. After Bela Schick (1877–1967), paediatrician in Vienna, Austria, and New York, USA.]
COMMENT: In the Schick test, a small amount
of diphtheria toxin is injected, and if the point
Schick test
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of injection becomes inflamed it shows the
person is not immune to the disease (a positive reaction).
Schilling test / ʃlŋ test/ noun a test to see
Schilling test



if someone can absorb Vitamin B12 through
the intestines, to determine cases of pernicious
anaemia [After Robert Frederick Schilling (b.
1919), US physician]
-schisis /skass/ suffix referring to a fissure
-schisis

schisto-

Schistosoma





schistosomiasis





schiz-

schizoid



schizoid personality





schizophrenia





schizophrenic





schizotypal personality disorder







Schlatter’s disease





Schlatter (1864–1934), Professor of Surgery at
Zürich, Switzerland.]
Schlemm’s canal / ʃlemz kənl/ noun a
Schlemm’s canal





circular canal in the sclera of the eye, which
drains the aqueous humour [Described 1830.

After Friedrich Schlemm (1795–1858), Professor of Anatomy in Berlin, Germany.]
Schönlein–Henoch purpura /ʃ! nlan
henɒk p! pjυrə/, Schönlein’s purpura /
ʃ! nlanz p! pjυrə/ noun a blood disorder
Schönlein–Henoch purpura





of children, in which the skin becomes purple
on the buttocks and lower legs, the joints are
swollen and painful and there are gastrointestinal problems
school /sku l/ noun 1. a place where children
are taught 2. a specialised section of a university
school health service /sku l helθ s! vs/
noun a special service, part of the local health
authority, which looks after the health of children in school
school

school health service

Schwann cells



dor Schwann (1810–82), German anatomist.]
schwannoma /ʃvɒ nəυmə/ noun a neurofischwannoma

or split
schisto- /ʃstəυ/ prefix referring to something which is split
Schistosoma /ʃstə səυmə/, schistosome
/ ʃstəsəυm/ same as bilharzia
schistosomiasis /ʃstəsəυ maəss/ noun
same as bilharziasis
schiz- /skts/, schizo- /sktsəυ/ prefix referring to something which is split
schizoid / sktsɔd/ adjective referring to
schizophrenia 쐽 noun a person who has a less
severe form of schizophrenia
schizoid personality /sktsɔd p! sə
nlti/ noun a disorder in which someone is
cold towards other people, thinks mainly about
himself or herself and behaves in an odd way.
Also called split personality
schizophrenia /sktsəυ fri niə/ noun a
mental disorder in which someone withdraws
from contact with other people, has delusions
and seems to lose contact with the real world
schizophrenic /sktsəυ frenk/ noun
someone who has schizophrenia 쐽 adjective
having schizophrenia
schizotypal personality disorder /
sktsəυtapəl p! sə nlti dsɔ də/ noun a
schizoid personality type disorder
Schlatter’s disease / ʃltəz dzi z/ noun
inflammation in the bones and cartilage at the
top of the tibia [Described 1903. After Carl


scissor legs

school nurse /sku l n! s/ noun a nurse who
works in a school, treating health problems
and promoting health and safety
Schwann cells / ʃvɒn selz/ plural noun the
cells which form the myelin sheath around a
nerve fibre. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement [Described 1839. After Friedrich Theoschool nurse



broma, a benign tumour of a peripheral nerve
Schwartze’s operation / ʃvɔ tsz ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun the original surgical operation to
drain fluid and remove infected tissue from the
mastoid process [After Hermann Schwartze
Schwartze’s operation



(1837–1910), German otologist]

sciatic /sa tk/ adjective 1. referring to the
hip 2. referring to the sciatic nerve
sciatica /sa tkə/ noun pain along the sciatic nerve, usually at the back of the thighs and
legs
sciatic



sciatica



COMMENT: Sciatica can be caused by a
slipped disc which presses on a spinal nerve,
or can simply be caused by straining a muscle
in the back.
sciatic nerve /sa tk n! v/ noun one of
sciatic nerve



two main nerves which run from the sacral
plexus into each of the thighs, dividing into a
series of nerves in the lower legs and feet.
They are the largest nerves in the body.
SCID abbr severe combined immunodeficiency
science / saəns/ noun a study based on
looking at and recording facts, especially facts
arranged into a system
scientific /saən tfk/ adjective referring to
science 쑗 He carried out scientific experiments.
scientist / saəntst/ noun a person who specialises in scientific studies
scintigram / snt&rm/ noun an image recording radiation from radioactive isotopes injected into the body
scintillascope /sn tləskəυp/ noun an instrument which produces a scintigram
scintillator / sntletə/ noun a substance
which produces a flash of light when struck by
radiation
scintiscan / sntskn/ noun a scintigram
which shows the variations in radiation from
one part of the body to another
scirrhous / srəs/ adjective hard 쑗 a scirrhous tumour
scirrhus / srəs/ noun a hard malignant tumour, especially in the breast
scissor leg / szə le&/ noun a condition in
which someone walks with one leg crossing
over the other, usually as a result of spasticity
of the leg’s adductor muscles
scissor legs / szə le&z/ plural noun malformed legs, where one leg is permanently
crossed over in front of the other
SCID

science



scientific





scientist



scintigram



scintillascope



scintillator



scintiscan



scirrhous



scirrhus



scissor leg



scissor legs
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scissors / szəz/ plural noun an instrument
for cutting, made of two blades and two handles fastened together
scissura / sʃυrə/ noun an opening in something or a splitting of something
scler- /sklə/ prefix same as sclero- (used bescissors



scissura



scler-

fore vowels)
sclera / sklərə/ noun the hard white outer
sclera



covering of the eyeball. See illustration at EYE
in Supplement. Also called sclerotic, sclerotic

coat, albuginea oculi
COMMENT: The front part of the sclera is the
transparent cornea, through which the light
enters the eye. The conjunctiva, or inner skin
of the eyelids, connects with the sclera and
covers the front of the eyeball.
scleral / sklərəl/ adjective referring to the


scleritis



sclero-

scleroderma



scleroma



scleromalacia





sclerosant agent



sclerosing



sclerosing agent







sclerosis



sclerotherapy





sclerotic



sclera

sclerotic coat /sklərɒtk kəυt/ noun same
as sclera
sclerotome / sklərətəυm/ noun a sharp
knife used in sclerotomy
sclerotomy /sklə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to cut into the sclera
scolex / skəυleks/ noun the head of a tapeworm, with hooks which attach it to the wall of
the intestine (NOTE: The plural is scolices or
sclerotic coat



sclerotome



sclerotomy



scolex



scolexes.)





scoop stretcher



-scope



scleral lens





scorbutic







scoliotic



sclera
scleral lens / sklərəl lenz/ noun a large
contact lens which covers most of the front of
the eye
scleritis /sklə rats/ noun inflammation of
the sclera
sclero- /sklərəυ/ prefix 1. hard, thick 2. referring to the sclera
scleroderma /sklərə d! mə/ noun a collagen disease which thickens connective tissue
and produces a hard thick skin
scleroma /sklə rəυmə/ noun a patch of hard
skin or hard mucous membrane
scleromalacia
/sklərəυməleʃiə
pə
fɔ rəns/, scleromalacia perforans /sklərəυmə
leʃiə/ noun a condition of the sclera in which
holes appear in it
sclerosant agent /sklə rəυs(ə)nt edənt/
noun an irritating liquid injected into tissue to
harden it
sclerosing /sklə rəυsŋ/ adjective becoming
hard, or making tissue hard
sclerosing agent /sklə rəυsŋ ed(ə)nt/,
sclerosing solution /sklə rəυsŋ sə lu ʃ(ə)n/
noun same as sclerosant agent
sclerosis /sklə rəυss/ noun a condition in
which tissue becomes hard
sclerotherapy /sklərəυ θerəpi/ noun the
treatment of a varicose vein by injecting a sclerosant agent into the vein, and so encouraging
the blood in the vein to clot
sclerotic /sklə rɒtk/ adjective referring to
sclerosis, or having sclerosis 쐽 noun same as


scoliosis

scopolamine

scleral



scoliosis /skəυli əυss/ noun a condition in
which the spine curves sideways
scoliotic /skəυli ɒtk/ adjective referring to
a spine which curves sideways
scoop stretcher / sku p stretʃə/ noun a
type of stretcher formed of two jointed sections which can slide under someone and lock
together
-scope /skəυp/ suffix referring to an instrument for examining by sight
scopolamine /skə pɒləmi n/ noun a colourless thick liquid poisonous alkaloid found in
some plants of the nightshade family. It is used
especially to prevent motion sickness and as a
sedative.
scorbutic /skɔ bju tk/ adjective referring
to scurvy
scorbutus /skɔ bju təs/ noun same as
scorbutus



scurvy

scoto- /skəυtə/ prefix dark
scotoma /skɒ təυmə/ noun a small area in
the field of vision where someone cannot see
scotometer /skəυ tɒmtə/ noun an instrument used to measure areas of impaired vision
scotopia /skəυ təυpiə/ noun the power of
the eye to adapt to poor lighting conditions and
darkness
scotopic /skəυ tɒpk/ adjective referring to
scotopia
scotopic vision /skəυtɒpk v(ə)n/ noun
vision in the dark and in dim light, where the
rods of the retina are used instead of the cones,
which are used for photopic vision. 쏡 dark adscoto-

scotoma



scotometer



scotopia



scotopic



scotopic vision



aptation

scrape /skrep/ verb to remove the surface of
something by moving a sharp knife across it
scratch /skrtʃ/ noun a slight wound on the
skin made when a sharp point is pulled across
it 쑗 She had scratches on her legs and arms. 쑗
Wash the dirt out of that scratch in case it gets
infected. 쐽 verb to harm the skin by moving a
sharp point across it 쑗 The cat scratched the
girl’s face. 쑗 Be careful not to scratch yourself
on the wire.
scratch test / skrtʃ test/ noun a test for allergy, in which a small amount of a substance
is placed on a lightly scratched area of skin to
see if a reaction occurs
scream /skri m/ noun a loud sharp cry 쐽 verb
to make a loud sharp cry
screen /skri n/ noun 1. a light wall, sometimes with a curtain, which can be moved
about and put round a bed to shield a person 2.
same as screening 쐽 verb to examine large
numbers of people to test them for a disease 쑗
The population of the village was screened for
meningitis.
scrape

scratch

scratch test



scream

screen

‘…in the UK the main screen is carried out by health
visitors at 6–10 months. With adequately staffed and
trained community services, this method of screening can be extremely effective’ [Lancet]
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screening / skri nŋ/ noun the process of
testing large numbers of people to see if any of
them have a particular type of disease. 쒁 genetscreening



ic screening
‘GPs are increasingly requesting blood screening for
patients concerned about HIV’ [Journal of the
Royal College of General Practitioners]
screening test / skri nŋ test/ noun a test
screening test



for a particular disease which is given to people who have no symptoms in order to identify
how many of them have that disease or are
showing early signs of it
scrip /skrp/ noun a doctor’s prescription
scrip

(informal )

scrofula / skrɒfjυlə/ noun a form of tuberculosis in the lymph nodes in the neck, formerly
caused by unpasteurised milk but now rare
scrofuloderma /skrɒfjυləυ d! mə/ noun a
form of tuberculosis of the skin, forming ulcers, and secondary to tuberculous infection of
an underlying lymph gland or structure
scrota / skrəυtə/ plural of scrotum
scrotal / skrəυt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
scrotum
scrototomy /skrəυ tɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to open up and examine the scrotum
scrofula



scrofuloderma





scrota



scrotal



scrototomy



(NOTE: The plural is scrototomies.)
scrotum / skrəυtəm/ noun a bag of skin
scrotum



hanging from behind the penis, containing the
testes, epididymides and part of the spermatic
cord. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM
(MALE) in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is scrotums or scrota.)

scrub nurse / skr"b n! s/ noun a nurse who
cleans the operation site on someone’s body
before an operation
scrub typhus / skr"b tafəs/ noun same as
scrub nurse



scrub typhus



tsutsugamushi disease
scrub up /skr"b "p/ verb (of a surgeon or
theatre nurse) to clean the hands and arms
thoroughly before performing surgery (NOTE:
scrubbing up – scrubbed up)
scrumpox / skr"mpɒks/ noun a form of herscrub up



scrumpox



pes simplex found especially in male sports
players, passed on easily due to the presence of
small cuts in the skin combined with the abrasive effects of facial stubble
scurf /sk! f/ noun same as dandruff
scurvy / sk! vi/ noun a disease caused by
lack of vitamin C or ascorbic acid which is
found in fruit and vegetables. Also called
scurf

scurvy



scorbutus
COMMENT: Scurvy causes general weakness
and anaemia, with bleeding from the gums
and joints, and under the skin. In severe cases, the teeth drop out. Treatment consists of
vitamin C tablets and a change of diet to include more fruit and vegetables.
scybalum / sbələm/ noun very hard faeces
seasick / si sk/ adjective feeling sick because of the movement of a ship 쑗 As soon as
scybalum



seasick



the ferry started to move she felt seasick.

secondary amenorrhoea

seasickness / si sknəs/ noun illness, with
nausea, vomiting and sometimes headache,
caused by the movement of a ship 쑗 Take some
seasickness tablets if you are going on a long
journey.
seasonal affective disorder /si z(ə)n(ə)l
ə fektv dsɔ də/, seasonal affective disorder syndrome /si z(ə)n(ə)l ə fektv ds
ɔ də sndrəυm/ noun a condition in which a
person becomes depressed and anxious during
the winter when there are fewer hours of daylight. Its precise cause is not known, but it is
thought that the shortage of daylight may provoke a reaction between various hormones and
neurotransmitters in the brain. Abbr SAD,
seasickness



seasonal affective disorder













SADS

seat-belt syndrome / si t belt sndrəυm/
noun a group of injuries between the neck and
the abdomen which occur in a car accident
when a person is using either a lap belt or a
shoulder belt incorrectly, not over the strongest part of the chest
sebaceous /sə beʃəs/ adjective 1. referring
to sebum 2. producing oil
sebaceous cyst /səbeʃəs sst/ noun a
cyst which forms when a sebaceous gland is
blocked. 쒁 steatoma
sebaceous gland /səbeʃəs &lnd/ noun
a gland in the skin which secretes sebum at the
base of each hair follicle
seborrhoea /sebə ri ə/ noun an excessive
secretion of sebum by the sebaceous glands,
common in young people at puberty, and
sometimes linked to seborrhoeic dermatitis
seat-belt syndrome



sebaceous



sebaceous cyst



sebaceous gland



seborrhoea





(NOTE: The US spelling is seborrhea.)
seborrhoeic /sebə ri k/ adjective 1. caused
by seborrhoea 2. having an oily secretion
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is seborrheic.)
seborrhoeic dermatitis /sebəri k d! mə
tats/, seborrhoeic eczema /sebəri k ek*
smə/ noun a type of eczema where scales
seborrhoeic





seborrhoeic dermatitis







form on the skin
seborrhoeic rash /sebəri k rʃ/ noun 쏡
seborrhoeic rash



seborrhoeic dermatitis
sebum / si bəm/ noun an oily substance sesebum



creted by a sebaceous gland, which makes the
skin smooth. It also protects the skin against
bacteria and the body against rapid evaporation of water.
second / sekənd/ noun a unit of time equal to
1/60 of a minute 쐽 adjective coming after the
first
secondary / sekənd(ə)ri/ adjective 1. occurring after the first stage 2. less important than
something else 3. referring to a condition
which develops from another condition 쐽
noun a malignant tumour which has developed
and spread from another malignant tumour. 쒁
second



secondary



primary (NOTE: The plural is secondaries.)
secondary amenorrhoea /sekənd(ə)ri
emenə ri ə/ noun a situation in which a presecondary amenorrhoea
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menopausal woman’s menstrual periods have
stopped
secondary biliary cirrhosis /sekənd(ə)ri
bliəri sə rəυss/ noun cirrhosis of the liver
caused by an obstruction of the bile ducts
secondary
bronchi
/sekənd(ə)ri
brɒŋki / plural noun same as lobar bronchi
secondary care /sekənd(ə)ri keə/ noun
treatment provided by the professional team in
a hospital, rather than by a GP or other primary
care provider and the primary health care
team. Compare primary care, tertiary care.
Also called secondary health care
secondary
cartilaginous
joint /
sekənd(ə)ri kɑ tə ldnəs dɔnt/ noun a
joint where the surfaces of the two bones are
connected by a piece of cartilage so that they
cannot move, e.g. the pubic symphysis
secondary dysmenorrhoea /sekənd(ə)ri
dsmenə ri ə/ noun dysmenorrhoea which
starts at some time after the first menstruation
secondary growth /sekənd(ə)ri &rəυθ/
noun same as metastasis
secondary haemorrhage /sekənd(ə)ri
hem(ə)rd/ noun a haemorrhage which occurs some time after an injury, usually due to
infection of the wound
secondary health care /sekənd(ə)ri helθ
keə/ noun same as secondary care
secondary infection /sekənd(ə)ri n
fekʃən/ noun an infection which affects a person while he or she is weakened through having another infection
secondary medical care /sekənd(ə)ri
medk(ə)l keə/ noun specialised treatment
provided by a hospital
secondary peritonitis /sekənd(ə)ri pertə
nats/ noun peritonitis caused by infection
from an adjoining tissue, e.g. from the rupturing of the appendix
secondary prevention /sekənd(ə)ri pr
venʃən/ noun the use of methods such as
screening tests which avoid a serious disease
by detecting it early
secondary sexual characteristic /
sekənd(ə)ri sekʃuəl krktə rstk/ noun a
sexual characteristic which develops after puberty, e.g. pubic hair or breasts
second-degree burn /sekənd d&ri
b! n/ noun a burn where the skin becomes
very red and blisters
second-degree haemorrhoids /sekənd
d&ri hemərɔds/ plural noun haemorrhoids
which protrude into the anus but return into the
rectum automatically
second intention /sekənd n tenʃ(ə)n/
noun healing of an infected wound or ulcer,
which takes place slowly and leaves a prominent scar
second-level nurse /sekənd lev(ə)l
n! s/, second-level registered nurse /
secondary biliary cirrhosis





secondary bronchi



secondary care



secondary cartilaginous joint





secondary dysmenorrhoea







secondary growth



secondary haemorrhage



secondary health care



secondary infection





secondary medical care



secondary peritonitis





secondary prevention





secondary sexual characteristic





second-degree burn





second-degree haemorrhoids





second intention





second-level nurse





sekənd lev(ə)l redstəd n! s/ noun a
trained person who delivers nursing care under
the direction and supervision of a first-level
nurse. Compare first-level nurse
second molar /sekənd məυlə/ noun any of
the molars at the back of the jaw, before the
wisdom teeth, erupting at about 12 years of
age
second opinion /sekənd ə pnjən/ noun a
diagnosis or opinion on treatment from a second doctor, often a hospital specialist
secrete /s kri t/ verb (of a gland ) to produce
a substance such as hormone, oil or enzyme
second molar



second opinion





secrete



(NOTE: secreting – secreted)
secretin /s kri tn/ noun a hormone secreted
secretin



by the duodenum which encourages the production of pancreatic juice
secretion /s kri ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the process
by which a substance is produced by a gland 쑗
The pituitary gland stimulates the secretion of
hormones by the adrenal gland. 2. a substance
produced by a gland 쑗 Sex hormones are bodily secretions.
secretor /s kri tə/ noun a person who secretes substances indicating ABO blood group
into mucous fluids such as semen or saliva
secretory /s kri təri/ adjective referring to,
accompanied by or producing a secretion
secretory otitis media /skri təri əυ
tats mi diə/ noun same as glue ear
section / sekʃən/ noun 1. a part of something
쑗 the middle section of the aorta 2. the action
of cutting tissue 3. a cut made in tissue 4. a
slice of tissue cut for examination under a microscope 5. a part of a document such as an Act
of Parliament 쑗 She was admitted under section 5 of the Mental Health Act.
Section 47 /sekʃən fɔ ti sev(ə)n/ noun a
UK law under which a local authority has the
power to seek an order from a magistrate’s
court authorising the removal of a person at severe risk from their home. The authority must
have a doctor’s certificate that the person is either suffering from a grave and chronic disease
or is unable to look after himself or herself and
is not receiving proper care and attention from
other people.
security blanket /s kjυərəti blŋkt/
noun a familiar blanket, toy or other object
which a child carries around because it makes
him or her feel safe
sedate /s det/ verb to calm a person by giving them a drug which acts on the nervous system and relieves stress or pain, and in larger
doses makes the person sleep 쑗 Elderly or
confused patients may need to be sedated to
prevent them wandering. (NOTE: sedating – sesecretion



secretor



secretory



secretory otitis media





section



Section 47



security blanket



sedate



dated)

sedation /s deʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of calming someone using a sedative 왍 under sedation having been given a sedative 쑗 He was
sedation
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still under sedation, and could not be seen by
the police.
sedative / sedətv/ noun an anxiolytic or
hypnotic drug such as benzodiazepine, which
acts on the nervous system to help a person
sleep or to relieve stress (dated ) 쑗 She was prescribed sedatives by the doctor. 쐽 adjective
acting to help a person sleep or to relieve stress
sedentary / sed(ə)nt(ə)ri/ adjective involving a lot of sitting and little exercise
sedative



sedentary



‘…changes in lifestyle factors have been related to
the decline in mortality from ischaemic heart disease. In many studies a sedentary lifestyle has been
reported as a risk factor for ischaemic heart disease’
[Journal of the American Medical Association]
sedentary occupation /sed(ə)nt(ə)ri
ɒkjυ peʃ(ə)n/ noun a job where the workers


sediment



sedimentation



sedimentation rate



segment



segmental



segmental ablation





segmental bronchi



segmentation





segmented



segregation



seizure



select





selective



selective oestrogen receptor modulator









sit down for most of the time
sediment / sedmənt/ noun solid particles,
usually insoluble, which fall to the bottom of a
liquid
sedimentation /sedmen teʃ(ə)n/ noun
the action of solid particles falling to the bottom of a liquid
sedimentation rate /sedmen teʃ(ə)n ret/
noun the rate at which solid particles are deposited from a solution, measured especially
in a centrifuge
segment / se&mənt/ noun a part of an organ
or piece of tissue which is clearly separate
from other parts
segmental /se& ment(ə)l/ adjective formed
of segments
segmental ablation /se&ment(ə)l 
bleʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to remove part of a nail, e.g. treatment for an ingrowing toenail
segmental
bronchi
/se&ment(ə)l
brɒŋki / plural noun air passages supplying a
segment of a lung. Also called tertiary bronchi
segmentation /se&mən teʃ(ə)n/ noun the
movement of separate segments of the wall of
the intestine to mix digestive juice with the
food before it is passed along by the action of
peristalsis
segmented / se&məntd/ adjective formed
of segments
segregation /se&r &eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of separating one person, group or thing
from others, or of dividing people or things
into separate groups which are kept apart from
each other 2. the separation of the alleles of
each gene and their distribution to separate sex
cells during the formation of these cells in organisms with paired chromosomes
seizure / si ə/ noun a fit, convulsion or sudden contraction of the muscles, especially in a
heart attack, stroke or epileptic fit
select /s lekt/ verb to choose one person,
thing or group, but not others 쑗 She was selected to go on a midwifery course




selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitor

sedentary occupation



self-harm

selection /s lekʃən/ noun an act of choosing
one person, thing or group, but not others 쑗 the
selection of a suitable donor for a bone marrow transplant 쑗 The candidates for the post
have to go through a selection process.
selective /s lektv/ adjective choosing only
one person, thing or group, and not others
selective oestrogen receptor modulator /slektv i strəd(ə)n r septə mɒdjυ
letə/, selective estrogen receptor modulator
noun a drug which acts on specific oestrogen
receptors to prevent bone loss without affecting other oestrogen receptors, e.g. raloxifene
hydrochloride. Abbr SERM
selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitor
/slektv serətəυnn ri "ptek nhbtə/
noun a drug which causes a selective accumulation of serotonin in the central nervous system, and is used in the treatment of depression,
e.g. fluoxetine. Abbr SSRI
selection







COMMENT: The drug should not be started immediately after stopping an MAOI and should
be withdrawn slowly.
selenium /sə li niəm/ noun a non-metallic
trace element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is
Se.)
self- /self/ prefix yourself
self-abuse /self ə bju s/ noun same as selfharm
self-actualisation /self ktjuəla zeʃ(ə)n/,
self-actualization noun the successful develselenium



self-

self-abuse





self-actualisation



opment and use of personal talents and abilities
self-admitted /self əd mtd/ adjective referring to a patient who has admitted himself
or herself to hospital without being sent by a
doctor
self-care /self keə/ noun the act of looking
after yourself properly, so that you remain
healthy
self-catheterisation /self
kθitəra
zeʃ(ə)n/, self-catheterization noun a procedure in which a person puts a catheter through
the urethra into his or her own bladder to empty out the urine
self-defence /self d fens/ noun the act of
defending yourself when someone is attacking
you
self-examination /self &zm neʃ(ə)n/
noun the regular examination of parts of your
own body for signs of disease
self-governing hospital /self &"vənŋ
hɒspt(ə)l/ noun in the UK, a hospital which
earns its revenue from services provided to the
District Health Authorities and family doctors.
Also called hospital trust
self-harm /self hɑ m/ noun a deliberate act
by which someone injures part of their body as
the result of a personal trauma. Cutting and
burning are two of the most common forms of
self-harm. Also called self-abuse, self-injury,
self-admitted





self-care

self-catheterisation



self-defence





self-examination





self-governing hospital

self-harm



self-mutilation, self-wounding
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self-image /self md/ noun the opinion
which a person has about how worthwhile, attractive, or intelligent he or she is
self-injury /self ndəri/, self-mutilation /
self mju t leʃ(ə)n/ noun same as selfself-image

self-injury







harm

See illustration at urogenital system (male) in
Supplement
seminiferous
tubule
/seminfərəs
tju bju l/ noun a tubule in the testis which
carries semen
seminoma /sem nəυmə/ noun a malignant
tumour in the testis (NOTE: The plural is semiseminiferous tubule



seminoma

self-retaining catheter /self rtenŋ
kθitə/ noun a catheter which remains in
place until it is deliberately removed
self-wounding noun same as self-harm
sella turcica /selə t! skə/ noun a hollow
in the upper surface of the sphenoid bone in
which the pituitary gland sits. Also called pituself-retaining catheter



self-wounding

sella turcica



itary fossa

semeiology /si ma ɒlədi/ noun same as
semeiology





symptomatology
semen / si mən/ noun a thick pale fluid consemen



taining spermatozoa, produced by the testes
and seminal vesicles and ejaculated from the
penis
semi- /semi/ prefix half
semicircular /semi s! kjυlə/ adjective
shaped like half a circle
semicircular canal /semis! kjυlə kə nl/
noun any one of three tubes in the inner ear
which are partly filled with fluid and help to
maintain balance. See illustration at EAR in
Supplement
semi-

semicircular





semicircular canal





COMMENT:

The three semicircular canals are
on different planes. When a person’s head
moves, as when he or she bends down, the
fluid in the canals moves and this movement
is communicated to the brain through the vestibular section of the auditory nerve.
semicircular duct /semis! kjυlə d"kt/
semicircular duct



noun a duct in the semicircular canals in the

ear
semicomatose /semi kəυmətəυs/ adjective almost unconscious or half asleep, but capable of being woken up
semi-conscious /semi kɒnʃəs/ adjective
half conscious, only partly aware of what is
going on 쑗 She was semi-conscious for most of
the operation.
semi-liquid /semi lkwd/ adjective half
liquid and half solid
semilunar /semi lu nə/ adjective shaped
like half a moon
semilunar
cartilage
/semilu nə
kɑ təld/ noun same as meniscus
semilunar valve /semilu nə vlv/ noun
either of two valves in the heart, the pulmonary
valve and the aortic valve, through which
blood flows out of the ventricles
seminal / semn(ə)l/ adjective referring to semen
seminal fluid / semn(ə)l flu d/ noun the
fluid part of semen, formed in the epididymis
and seminal vesicles
seminal vesicle /semn(ə)l vesk(ə)l/
noun one of two glands at the end of the vas
deferens which secrete the fluid part of semen.
semicomatose





semi-conscious



semi-liquid



semilunar





semilunar cartilage



semilunar valve





seminal



seminal fluid



seminal vesicle









nomas or seminomata.)
semipermeable /semi p! miəb(ə)l/ adjective allowing some types of particle to pass
semipermeable





through but not others
semipermeable
membrane
/semi
p! miəb(ə)l membren/ noun a membrane
which allows some substances in liquid solution to pass through but not others
semiprone /semi prəυn/ adjective referring
to a position in which someone lies face downwards, with one knee and one arm bent forwards and the face turned to one side
semi-solid /semi sɒld/ adjective half solid
and half liquid
SEN abbr State Enrolled Nurse
senescence /s nesəns/ noun the ageing
process
senescent /s nesənt/ adjective approaching
the last stages of the natural life span
Sengstaken tube / seŋztekən tju b/ noun
a tube with a balloon, which is passed through
the mouth into the oesophagus to stop
oesophageal bleeding [After Robert William
semipermeable membrane





semiprone



semi-solid



SEN

senescence



senescent



Sengstaken tube



Sengstaken (b. 1923), US surgeon]

senile / si nal/ adjective 1. referring to the
last stages of the natural life span or to the
medical conditions associated with it 2. referring to someone whose mental faculties have
become weak because of age
senile cataract /si nal ktərkt/ noun a
cataract which occurs in an elderly person
senile dementia /si nal d menʃə/ noun
mental degeneration affecting elderly people
senile



senile cataract



senile dementia





(dated )

senile plaque / si nal plk/ noun a spherical deposit of beta amyloid in brain areas in
Alzheimer’s disease
senilis /sə nals/ 쏡 arcus senilis
senility /sə nləti/ noun the deterioration of
mental activity associated with the last stages
of the natural life span
senior / si niə/ adjective 1. older than another
person or other people 2. holding a more important position than others 쑗 He is the senior
anaesthetist in the hospital. 쑗 Senior members
of staff are allowed to consult the staff records.
쐽 noun a senior person
senna / senə/ noun a laxative made from the
dried fruit and leaves of a tropical tree
sensation /sen seʃ(ə)n/ noun a feeling or
information about something which has been
sensed by a sensory nerve and is passed to the
brain
senile plaque



senilis



senility



senior



senna



sensation
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sense /sens/ noun 1. one of the five faculties
by which a person notices things in the outside
world: sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch 쑗
When she had a cold, she lost her sense of
smell. 2. the ability to discern or judge something 쐽 verb to notice something by means
other than sight 쑗 Teeth can sense changes in
temperature.
sense of balance /sens əv bləns/ noun
a feeling that keeps a person upright, governed
by the fluid in the inner ear balance mechanism
sense organ /sens ɔ &ən/ noun an organ in
which there are various sensory nerves which
can detect environmental stimuli such as scent,
heat or pain, and transmit information about
them to the central nervous system, e.g. the
nose or the skin
sensibility /sens blti/ noun the ability to
detect and interpret sensations
sensible / sensb(ə)l/ adjective 1. showing
common sense or good judgment 2. able to be
detected by the senses
sensible
perspiration
/sensəb(ə)l
p! spə reʃ(ə)n/ noun drops of sweat which
can be seen on the skin, secreted by the sweat
glands
sensitisation /sensta zeʃ(ə)n/, sensitization noun 1. the process of making a person
sensitive to something 2. an unexpected reaction to an allergen or to a drug, caused by the
presence of antibodies which were created
when the person was exposed to the drug or allergen in the past
sensitise / senstaz/, sensitize verb to
make someone sensitive to a drug or allergen
sense

sense of balance



sense organ

sensibility





sensible



sensible perspiration





sensitisation





sensitise



(NOTE: sensitising – sensitised)
sensitised person /senstazd p! s(ə)n/,
sensitized person noun a person who is allersensitised person



gic to a drug
sensitising agent / senstazŋ edənt/,
sensitizing agent noun a substance which, by
acting as an antigen, makes the body form antibodies
sensitive / senstv/ adjective 1. able to detect and respond to an outside stimulus 2. having an unexpected reaction to an allergen or to
a drug, caused by the presence of antibodies
which were created when the person was exposed to the drug or allergen in the past
sensitivity /sens tvti/ noun 1. the fact of
being able to detect and respond to an outside
stimulus 2. the rate of positive responses in a
test from persons with a specific disease. A
high rate of sensitivity means a low rate of
people being incorrectly classed as negative.
Compare specificity
sensorineural deafness /sensərinjυərəl
defnəs/, sensorineural hearing loss /
sensərinjυərəl hərŋ lɒs/ noun deafness
caused by a disorder in the auditory nerves or
sensitising agent



sensitive



sensitivity





sensorineural deafness









septi-

the brain centres which receive impulses from
the nerves. Also called perceptive deafness
sensory / sensəri/ adjective referring to the
detection of sensations by nerve cells
sensory cortex /sensəri kɔ teks/ noun the
area of the cerebral cortex which receives information from nerves in all parts of the body
sensory



sensory cortex



(dated )

sensory deprivation /sensəri depr
veʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which a person
becomes confused because they lack sensations
sensory nerve / sensəri n! v/ noun a nerve
which registers a sensation such as heat, taste
or smell and carries impulses to the brain and
spinal cord. Also called afferent nerve
sensory neurone /sensəri njυərəυn/
noun a nerve cell which transmits impulses relating to sensations from the receptor to the
central nervous system
sensory receptor /sensəri r septə/ noun
a cell which senses a change in the surrounding environment, e.g. cold or pressure, and reacts to it by sending out an impulse through the
nervous system. Also called nerve ending
separate verb / sepəret/ to move two or
more people or things apart 쑗 The surgeons
believe it may be possible to separate the conjoined twins. 쑗 The retina has become separated from the back of the eye. (NOTE: separating – separated) 쐽 adjective / sep(ə)rət/ 1. not
touching, together or in the same place 2. distinct and not related or the same
separation /sepə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
separating or dividing two or more people or
things, or the state of being separated
separation anxiety /sepə reʃ(ə)n ŋ
zaəti/ noun a state of anxiety caused in
someone, especially a young child, by the
thought or fact of being separated from his or
her mother or primary caregiver
sepsis / sepss/ noun the presence of bacteria
and their toxins in the body, which kill tissue
and produce pus, usually following the infection of a wound
sept- /sept/ prefix same as septi- (used before
sensory deprivation





sensory nerve



sensory neurone



sensory receptor





separate





separation





separation anxiety







sepsis



sept-

vowels)
septa / septə/ plural of septum
septal / sept(ə)l/ adjective referring to a sepsepta



septal



tum
septal defect /sept(ə)l di fekt/ noun a
congenital condition in which a hole exists in
the wall between the left and right sides of the
heart allowing an excessive amount of blood to
flow through the lungs, leading in severe cases
to pulmonary hypertension and sometimes
heart failure
septate / septet/ adjective divided by a septum
septi- /sept/ prefix referring to sepsis
septal defect



septate



septi-
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septic / septk/ adjective referring to or produced by sepsis
septicaemia /sept si miə/ noun a condition in which bacteria or their toxins are
present in the blood, multiply rapidly and destroy tissue. 쒁 blood poisoning (NOTE: The US
septic



septicaemia





spelling is septicemia.)
septicaemic
/ sept si mk/
septicaemic







(NOTE: The plural is sequestra.)
ser- /sər/ prefix same as sero- (used before
vowels)
sera / sərə/ plural noun plural of serum
serine / sern/ noun an amino acid produced
ser-

sera





septicaemic plague



septic shock



septo-

septoplasty



Septrin



septum



The plural is septa.)
septum defect / septəm di fekt/ noun a
septum defect



condition in which a hole exists in a septum,
usually the septum of the heart
sequela /s kwi lə/ noun a disease or disorder that is caused by a disease or injury which
the person had previously 쑗 a case of osteomyelitis as a sequela of multiple fractures of the
mandible 쑗 biochemical and hormonal sequelae of the eating disorders 쑗 Kaposi’s sarcoma
can be a sequela of Aids. (NOTE: The plural is
sequela



sequelae.)

sequence / si kwəns/ noun a series of
things, numbers etc., which follow each other
in order 쐽 verb 1. to put things in order 2. to
show how amino acids are linked together in
chains to form protein (NOTE: sequences – sesequence



quencing – sequenced)
sequestra /s kwestrə/ plural of sequestrum
sequestration /si kwe streʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
sequestra



sequestration



the act of putting someone in an isolated place
2. the loss of blood into spaces in the body, reducing the circulating volume. It can occur
naturally or can be produced artificially by applying tourniquets. 쑗 pulmonary sequestration 쑗 A dry hacking cough can cause sequestration of the peritoneum in the upper abdomen. 3. the formation of a sequestrum
sequestrectomy /si kw strektəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to remove a sequestrum
sequestrectomy



sequestrum

serine

adjective

caused by septicaemia, associated with septicaemia (NOTE: The US spelling is septicemic.)
septicaemic plague /septsi mk ple&/
noun a form of bubonic plague in which the
symptoms are generalised throughout the
body
septic shock /septk ʃɒk/ noun shock
caused by bacterial toxins in the blood as a result of infection. There is a dramatic drop in
blood pressure, preventing the delivery of
blood to the organs. Toxic shock syndrome is
one type of septic shock.
septo- /septəυ/ prefix referring to a septum
septoplasty / septəυplsti/ noun a surgical
operation to straighten the cartilage in the septum (NOTE: The plural is septoplasties.)
Septrin / septrn/ a trade name for co-trimoxazole
septum / septəm/ noun a wall between two
parts of an organ, e.g. between two parts of the
heart or between the two nostrils in the nose.
See illustration at HEART in Supplement (NOTE:



sequestrum /s kwestrəm/ noun a piece of
dead bone which is separated from whole bone



(NOTE: The plural is sequestrectomies.)

in the hydrolysis of protein
serious / səriəs/ adjective 1. having very bad
consequences 쑗 He’s had a serious illness. 쑗
There was a serious accident on the motorway.
쑗 There is a serious shortage of plasma. 2.
thoughtful and not superficial or humorous 쑗
a serious discussion on the appropriateness of
the treatment 쑗 serious about becoming a GP
seriously / səriəsli/ adverb in a serious way
쑗 She is seriously ill.
SERM abbr selective (o)estrogen receptor
modulator
sero- /sərəυ/ prefix 1. referring to blood serum 2. referring to the serous membrane
seroconvert /sərəυkən v! t/ verb to produce specific antibodies in response to the
presence of an antigen such as a bacterium or
virus
serological /sərə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to serology
serological diagnosis /sərəυlɒdk(ə)l
daə& nəυss/ noun a diagnosis which comes
from testing serum
serological type /sərəlɒdk(ə)l tap/
noun same as serotype
serology /sə rɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of serum and the antibodies contained in
it
seronegative /sərəυ ne&ətv/ adjective referring to someone who gives a negative reaction to a serological test
seropositive /sərəυ pɒztv/ adjective referring to someone who gives a positive reaction to a serological test
seropus / sərəυp"s/ noun a mixture of serum and pus
serosa /s rəυsə/ noun same as serous memserious



seriously



SERM

sero-

seroconvert





serological





serological diagnosis





serological type



serology



seronegative





seropositive





seropus





serosa



brane (NOTE: The plural is serosas or serosae.)
serositis /sərəυ sats/ noun inflammation
serositis





of a serous membrane
serotherapy /sərəυ θerəpi/ noun treatment of a disease using serum from immune
people or immunised animals
serotonin /sərə təυnn/ noun a compound
which is a neurotransmitter and exists mainly
in blood platelets. It is released after tissue is
injured and is important in sleep, mood and vasoconstriction.
serotype / sərəυtap/ noun 1. a category of
microorganisms or bacteria which have some
antigens in common 2. a series of common antigens which exists in microorganisms and
bacteria 왘 also called serological type 쐽 verb
to group microorganisms and bacteria accordserotherapy





serotonin



serotype
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ing to their antigens (NOTE: serotyping – serotyped)

serum glutamic–pyruvic transaminase
/sərəm &lu tmk pa ru vk trns m
nez/ noun an enzyme secreted by the parenchymal cells of the liver, occurring in increased amounts in the blood of people with
infectious hepatitis. Abbr SGPT
serum hepatitis /sərəm hepə tats/
noun a serious form of hepatitis transmitted by
infected blood, unsterilised surgical instruments, shared needles or sexual intercourse.
Also called hepatitis B, viral hepatitis
serum sickness / sərəm sknəs/ noun an
allergic reaction to serum therapy which was
formerly used as a way of boosting passive immunity
serum therapy noun the administration of
treated serum, often from horses, formerly
used as a way of boosting passive immunity
serve verb 1. to give a person food or drink 쑗
Lunch is served in the ward at 12:30. 2. to be
useful or helpful to a person or group 쑗 The
clinic serves the local community well. 3. to
have a particular effect or result 쑗 The letter
serves to remind you of your outpatients’ appointment. (NOTE: [all senses] serves – serving


serous / sərəs/ adjective referring to, producing, or like serum
serous membrane /sərəs membren/
noun a membrane which both lines an internal
cavity and covers the organs in the cavity, e.g.
the peritoneum lining the abdominal cavity or
pleura lining the chest cavity. Also called seroserous



serous membrane



sa

serous
pericardium /sərəs peri
kɑ diəm/ noun the inner part of the pericardium, forming a double sac which contains
fluid to prevent the two parts of the pericardium from rubbing together
serpens / s! penz/ 쏡 erythema serpens
serpiginous /sə pdnəs/ adjective 1. referring to an ulcer or eruption which creeps
across the skin 2. referring to a wound or ulcer
with a wavy edge
serrated /sə retd/ adjective with a zigzag or
saw-like edge
serration /sə reʃ(ə)n/ noun one of the points
in a zigzag or serrated edge
Sertoli cells /sə təυli selz/ plural noun cells
which support the seminiferous tubules in the
testis [Described 1865. After Enrico Sertoli
serous pericardium





serpens



serpiginous



serrated



serration



Sertoli cells



(1842–1910), Italian histologist, Professor of Experimental Physiology at Milan, Italy.]
sertraline / s! trəli n/ noun an antidepressertraline



sant drug which extends the action of the neurotransmitter serotonin. It is also used in the
treatment of obsessive-compulsive disorder
and post-traumatic stress disorder.
serum / sərəm/ noun 1. a fluid which separates from clotted blood and is similar to plasma except that it has no clotting agents. Also
called blood serum 2. blood serum taken from
an animal which has developed antibodies to
bacteria, used to give humans temporary immunity to a disease. Also called antiserum 3.
any clear watery body fluid, especially a fluid
that comes from a serous membrane (NOTE:
serum



The plural is serums or sera.)
COMMENT: Blood serum is plasma without the
clotting agents. It contains salt and small
quantities of albumin, globulin, amino acids,
fats and sugars; its main component is water.
serum albumin /sərəm lbjυmn/ noun a
serum albumin



major protein in blood plasma
serum bilirubin /sərəm bl ru bn/ noun
bilirubin in serum, converted from haemoglobin as red blood cells are destroyed
serum globulin /sərəm &lɒbjυln/ noun a
major protein in blood serum that is an antibody
serum glutamic–oxalacetic transaminase /sərəm &lu tmk ɒksləsi tk
trns mnez/ noun an enzyme excreted by
damaged heart muscle, which appears in the
blood of people who have had a heart attack.
Abbr SGOT
serum bilirubin





serum globulin



serum glutamic–oxalacetic transaminase





severe

serum glutamic–pyruvic transaminase









serum hepatitis





serum sickness



serum therapy

serve

– served)

service / s! vs/ noun 1. the act or fact or
serving a person or group 2. a group of people
working together
sesamoid / sesəmɔd/, sesamoid bone /
sesəmɔd bəυn/ noun any small bony nodule
in a tendon, the largest being the kneecap
sessile / sesal/ adjective referring to something, especially a tumour, which has no stem.
Opposite pedunculate
session / seʃ(ə)n/ noun a visit to a therapist
for treatment 쑗 She has two sessions a week of
physiotherapy. 쑗 The evening session had to
be cancelled because the therapist was ill.
set /set/ verb 1. to put the parts of a broken
bone back into their proper places and keep the
bone fixed until it has mended 쑗 The doctor
set the man’s broken arm. 2. (of a broken bone)
to mend, to form a solid bone again 쑗 His arm
has set very quickly. 쑗 Her broken wrist is setting very well. 쒁 reset (NOTE: setting – set)
settle / set(ə)l/ verb 1. to begin to feel comfortable or at ease, or to make a person feel
comfortable or at ease (NOTE: settles – settling
– settled) 2. (of a sediment) to fall to the bottom of a liquid 3. (of a parasite) to attach itself,
to stay in a part of the body 쑗 The fluke settles
in the liver. (NOTE: settles – settling – settled)
sever / sevə/ verb to cut something off 쑗 His
hand was severed at the wrist. 쑗 Surgeons
tried to sew the severed finger back onto the
patient’s hand.
severe /s və/ adjective very bad or dangerous 쑗 The patient experienced severe bleeding
쑗 A severe outbreak of whooping cough occurred during the winter.
service



sesamoid



sessile



session



set

settle



sever



severe
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severe acute respiratory disorder /s
və əkju t rsprət(ə)ri dsɔ də/ noun full
form of SARS
severely /svəli/ adverb very badly or dangerously 쑗 Her breathing was severely affected.
severely









severely



‘…many severely confused patients, particularly
those in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s disease, do
not respond to verbal communication’ [Nursing
Times]
severity /sverti/ noun the degree to which
something is bad or dangerous 쑗 Treatment
severity



depends on the severity of the attack.
sex /seks/ noun 1. one of two groups, male
and female, into which animals and plants can
be divided 쑗 The sex of a baby can be identified before birth. 2. same as sexual intersex

course

sexology /seksɒlədi/ noun the study of sex
and sexual behaviour
sex organ /seks ɔ ən/ noun an organ
which is associated with reproduction and sexual intercourse, e.g. the testes and penis in
men, and the ovaries, Fallopian tubes, vagina
and vulva in women
sex selection /seks slekʃ(ə)n/ noun the
determination of a baby’s sex before conception by separating the spermatozoa carrying Y
chromosomes from those carrying X chromosomes
sextuplet /sekstjυplət/ noun one of six babies born to a mother at the same time
sexual /sekʃuəl/ adjective referring to sex
sexual act /sekʃuəl kt/ noun an act of sexual intercourse
sexual attraction /sekʃuəl ətrkʃ(ə)n/
noun a feeling of wanting to have sexual intercourse with someone
sexual deviation /sekʃuəl di vieʃ(ə)n/
noun any sexual behaviour which is not accepted as usual in the society in which you
live. Examples in Western society are sadism
and voyeurism.
sexual intercourse /sekʃuəl ntəkɔ s/
noun physical contact between people which
involves stimulation of the genitals, especially
the insertion of a man’s erect penis into a
woman’s vagina with release of spermatozoa
from the penis by ejaculation, which may fertilise ova from the woman’s ovaries. Also
called sex, coitus, copulation
sexually transmitted disease /sekʃuəli
trnsmtd dzi z/, sexually transmitted
trnsmtd
n
infection
/sekʃuəli
fekʃ(ə)n/ noun a disease or infection transmitted from an infected person to another person during sexual intercourse. Abbr STD, STI
sexology



sex organ



sex selection





sextuplet



sexual



sexual act



sexual attraction

sex act /seks kt/ noun an act of sexual intercourse
sexarche /seksɑ ki/ noun the age when a
person first has sexual intercourse
sex change /seks tʃend/ noun a surgical
operation accompanied by hormone treatment
to change someone’s physical sex-linked characteristics from female to male or from male to
female
sex chromosome /seks krəυməsəυm/
noun a chromosome which determines if a person is male or female
sex act



sexarche



sex change



sex chromosome



COMMENT: Out of the twenty-three pairs of
chromosomes in each human cell, two are
sex chromosomes, which are known as X and
Y. Females have a pair of X chromosomes
and males have a pair consisting of one X and
one Y chromosome. The sex of a baby is determined by the father’s sperm. While the
mother’s ovum only carries X chromosomes,
the father’s sperm can carry either an X or a Y
chromosome. If the ovum is fertilised by a
sperm carrying an X chromosome, the embryo will contain the XX pair and so be female.
Disordered chromosomes affect sexual development: a person with an XO chromosome
pair (i.e. one X chromosome alone) has Turner’s syndrome; a person with an extra X chromosome (making an XXY set) has Klinefelter’s syndrome. Haemophilia is a disorder
linked to the X chromosome.
sex
determination /seks dt m
neʃ(ə)n/ noun the way in which the sex of an

sex-linkage



sex-linked



sexual deviation





sexual intercourse















COMMENT: Among the commonest STDs are
non-specific urethritis, genital herpes, hepatitis B and gonorrhoea; AIDS is also a sexually
transmitted disease. The spread of sexually
transmitted diseases can be limited by use of
condoms. Other forms of contraceptive offer
no protection against the spread of disease.
sexual reproduction /sekʃuəl ri prə
d#kʃən/ noun reproduction in which gametes
sexual reproduction





individual organism is fixed by the number of
chromosomes which make up its cell structure
sex hormone /seks hɔ məυn/ noun an oestrogen or androgen which promotes the growth
of secondary sexual characteristics
sex-linkage /seks lŋkd/ noun the existence of characteristics which are transmitted
through the X chromosomes
sex-linked /seks lŋkt/ adjective 1. referring to genes which are linked to X chromosomes 2. referring to characteristics such as
colour-blindness which are transmitted
through the X chromosomes
sex hormone



sexually transmitted disease

sex determination







from two individuals fuse together
SFD abbr small for dates
SGOT abbr serum glutamic-oxalacetic
transaminase
SGPT abbr serum glutamic-pyruvic transaminase
shaft /ʃɑ ft/ noun 1. the long central section
of a long bone 2. main central section of the
erect penis
shake /ʃek/ verb to move, or make something move, with short quick movements
SFD

SGOT

SGPT

shaft

shake

(NOTE: shaking – shook – shaken)
shaken baby syndrome /ʃekən bebi
sndrəυm/, shaken infant syndrome /
shaken baby syndrome
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ʃekən nfənt sndrəυm/ noun a series of
internal head injuries in a very young child,
caused by being shaken violently. It can result
in brain damage leading to speech and learning
disabilities, paralysis, seizures and hearing
loss, and may be life-threatening.
shaky / ʃeki/ adjective feeling weak and unsteady
share /ʃeə/ verb 1. to use or do something together with others 2. to divide something and
give parts of it to different people or groups
shaky



share

(NOTE: [all verb senses] shares – sharing –
shared) 쐽 noun a single part of something di-

vided among different people or groups
shared care /ʃeəd keə/ noun antenatal care
given jointly by an obstetrician in a hospital together with a general practitioner or a midwife
working in the community
sharp /ʃɑ p/ adjective 1. able to cut easily 쑗 A
surgeon’s knife has to be kept sharp. 2. hurting
in a sudden and intense way 쑗 She felt a sharp
pain in her shoulder.
sharply / ʃɑ pli/ adverb suddenly and to a
significant extent 쑗 His condition deteriorated
sharply during the night.
sharps /ʃɑ ps/ plural noun objects with
points, e.g. syringes (informal )
shave /ʃev/ noun the removal of hair by cutting it off at skin level with a razor 쐽 verb to remove hair with a razor (NOTE: shaving –
shared care



sharp

sharply



sharps

shave

shaved)

sheath /ʃi θ/ noun 1. a layer of tissue which
surrounds a muscle or a bundle of nerve fibres
2. same as condom
shed /ʃed/ verb to lose blood or tissue 쑗 The
lining of the uterus is shed at each menstrual
period. 쑗 He was given a transfusion because
he had shed a lot of blood. (NOTE: shedding –
sheath

shed

shed)

sheet /ʃi t/ noun a large piece of cloth which
is put on a bed 쑗 The sheets must be changed
each day. 쑗 The soiled sheets were sent to the
hospital laundry. 쒁 draw-sheet
shelf operation / ʃelf ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a
surgical operation to treat congenital dislocation of the hip in children, in which bone tissue
is grafted onto the acetabulum
sheltered accommodation /ʃeltəd ə
kɒmə deʃ(ə)n/, sheltered housing /ʃeltəd
haυzŋ/ noun rooms or small flats provided
for elderly people, with a resident supervisor
or nurse
shiatsu /ʃi tsu / noun a form of healing
massage in which the hands are used to apply
pressure at acupuncture points on the body in
order to stimulate and redistribute energy
shift /ʃft/ noun 1. a way of working in which
one group of workers work for a period and are
then replaced by another group 쑗 She is working on the night shift. 쑗 The day shift comes on
duty at 6.30 in the morning. 2. the period of
sheet

shelf operation



sheltered accommodation





shiatsu



shift





shock therapy

time worked by a group of workers 3. a movement
Shigella /ʃ &elə/ noun a genus of bacteria
which causes dysentery
shigellosis /ʃ&e ləυss/ noun infestation of
the digestive tract with Shigella, causing bacillary dysentery
shin /ʃn/ noun the front part of the lower leg
shinbone / ʃnbəυn/ noun same as tibia
shiner / ʃanə/ noun same as black eye
Shigella



shigellosis





shin

shinbone



shiner



(informal )

shingles / ʃŋ&əlz/ noun same as herpes
shingles



zoster

shin splints / ʃn splnts/ plural noun extremely sharp pains in the front of the lower
leg, felt by athletes
Shirodkar’s operation /ʃ rɒdkɑ z ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/, Shirodkar pursestring /ʃrɒdkɑ
p! sstrŋ/ noun a surgical operation to narrow the cervix of the uterus in a woman who
experiences habitual abortion in order to prevent another miscarriage, the suture being removed before labour starts. Also called pursshin splints



Shirodkar’s operation







estring operation [After N. V. Shirodkar (1900–
71), Indian obstetrician.]
Shirodkar suture /ʃ rɒdkɑ su tʃə/ noun
Shirodkar suture



a type of suture which is placed around a cervix to tighten it during pregnancy and prevent
miscarriage. Also called pursestring stitch
shiver / ʃvə/ verb to tremble or shake all over
the body because of cold or a fever, caused by
the involuntary rapid contraction and relaxation of the muscles
shivering / ʃvərŋ/ noun the condition of
trembling or shaking all over the body because
of cold or a fever, caused by the involuntary
rapid contraction and relaxation of the muscles
shivery / ʃvəri/ adjective trembling from
cold, fear or a medical condition
shock /ʃɒk/ noun a state of weakness caused
by illness or injury that suddenly reduces the
blood pressure 쑗 The patient went into shock.
쑗 Several of the passengers were treated for
shock. 왍 traumatic shock a state of shock
caused by an injury which leads to loss of
blood 쐽 verb to give someone an unpleasant
surprise, and so put him or her in a state of
shock 쑗 She was still shocked several hours
after the accident. (NOTE: You say that someone
shiver



shivering



shivery



shock

is in shock, in a state of shock or that they
went into shock.)
shock lung /ʃɒk l"ŋ/ noun a serious condishock lung

tion in which a person’s lungs fail to work following a trauma
shock syndrome / ʃɒk sndrəυm/ noun a
group of symptoms, a pale face, cold skin, low
blood pressure and rapid and irregular pulse,
which show that someone is in a state of shock.
shock syndrome



쒁 anaphylactic shock
shock therapy / ʃɒk θerəpi/, shock treatment / ʃɒk tri tmənt/ noun a method of treatshock therapy
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ing some mental disorders by giving an anaesthetised patient an electric shock to induce an
epileptic convulsion
shoot /ʃu t/ verb (of pain) to seem to move
suddenly through the body with a piercing
feeling 쑗 The pain shot down his arm.
shooting / ʃu tŋ/ adjective (of pain) sudden
and intense
short /ʃɔ t/ adjective 1. not having enough of
something 2. not very tall or long
short-acting /ʃɔ t ktŋ/ adjective effective only for a short period
shortness of breath /ʃɔ tnəs əv breθ/
noun the inability to breathe quickly enough to
supply the oxygen needed
short of breath /ʃɔ t əv breθ/ adjective unable to breathe quickly enough to supply the
oxygen needed 쑗 After running up the stairs
he was short of breath.
shortsighted /ʃɔ t satd/ adjective same as
shoot

shooting



short

short-acting



shortness of breath



short of breath



shortsighted



myopic

shortsightedness /ʃɔ t satdnəs/ noun
same as myopia
shot /ʃɒt/ noun same as injection (informal ) 쑗
The doctor gave her a tetanus shot. 쑗 He needed a shot of morphine to relieve the pain.
shoulder / ʃəυldə/ noun a joint where the top
of the arm joins the main part of the body 쑗 He
dislocated his shoulder. 쑗 She was complaining of pains in her shoulder or of shoulder
pains.
shoulder blade / ʃəυldə bled/ noun same
as scapula
shoulder girdle / ʃəυldə &! d(ə)l/ noun
same as pectoral girdle
shoulder joint / ʃəυldə dɔnt/ noun a ball
and socket joint which allows the arm to rotate
and move in any direction
shoulder lift / ʃəυldə lft/ noun a way of carrying a heavy person, in which the upper part
of his or her body rests on the shoulders of two
carriers
shoulder presentation / ʃəυldə prez(ə)n
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a position of a baby in the uterus, in which the shoulder will first appear
show /ʃəυ/ noun the first discharge of blood at
the beginning of childbirth 쐽 verb 1. to cause
or allow something to be visible 2. to provide
convincing evidence of something
shrivel / ʃrv(ə)l/ verb to become dry and
wrinkled (NOTE: shrivelling – shrivelled. The
shortsightedness





shot

shoulder



shoulder blade



shoulder girdle



shoulder joint



shoulder lift



shoulder presentation





show

shrivel



US spellings are shriveling – shriveled.)

shuffling walk /ʃ"f(ə)lŋ wɔ k/, shuffling
gait /ʃ"f(ə)lŋ &et/ noun a way of walking
in which the feet are not lifted off the ground,
e.g. in Parkinson’s disease
shunt /ʃ"nt/ noun 1. the passing of fluid
through a channel which is not the usual one 2.
a channel which links two different blood vessels and carries blood from one to the other 쐽
verb (of blood ) to pass through a channel which
shuffling walk





shunt

is not the usual one 쑗 As much as 5% of venous
blood can be shunted unoxygenated back to
the arteries.
shunting / ʃ"ntŋ/ noun a condition in which
some of the deoxygenated blood in the lungs
does not come into contact with air, and full
gas exchange does not take place
SI abbreviation the international system of
metric measurements. Full form Système Inshunting



SI

ternational
sial- /saəl/ prefix same as sialo- (used before
vowels)
sialadenitis /saəld nats/ noun insial-

sialadenitis







flammation of a salivary gland. Also called

sialoadenitis, sialitis
sialagogue /sa lə&ɒ&/ noun a substance
sialagogue



which increases the production of saliva
sialitis /saəl ats/ noun same as sialadenisialitis





tis

sialo- /saələυ/ prefix 1. referring to saliva 2.
referring to a salivary gland
sialoadenitis /saələυ d nats/ noun
same as sialadenitis
sialogogue /sa lə&ɒ&/ noun same as sialsialo-

sialoadenitis







sialogogue



agogue

sialography /saə lɒ&rəfi/ noun X-ray examination of a salivary gland. Also called ptysialography





alography
sialolith /sa ləυlθ/ noun a stone in a salivary gland. Also called ptyalith
sialorrhoea /saələυ ri ə/ noun the production of an excessive amount of saliva (NOTE:
The US spelling is sialorrhea.)
Siamese twins /saəmi z twnz/ plural
noun same as conjoined twins
sib /sb/ noun same as sibling (informal )
sibilant / sblənt/ adjective referring to a
sialolith



sialorrhoea





Siamese twins



sib

sibilant



sound which whistles
sibling / sblŋ/ noun a brother or sister
Sichuan flu /stʃwɑ n flu / noun a virulent
type of flu which has the same symptoms as
those of ordinary flu (e.g. fever, sore throat and
aching muscles) but they are more pronounced
sibling



Sichuan flu



(informal ) (NOTE: The virus was first discovered
in 1987 in Sichuan, a southwestern province of
China.)
sick /sk/ adjective 1. having an illness 쑗 He
sick

was sick for two weeks. 왍 to report or call in
sick to say officially that you are unwell and
cannot work 2. about to vomit 쑗 The patient
got up this morning and felt sick. 왍 to be sick
to vomit 쑗 The child was sick all over the floor.
왍 to make someone sick to cause someone to
vomit 쑗 He was given something to make him
sick.
sickbay / skbe/ noun a room in a factory or
on a ship where people can visit a doctor for
treatment
sickbed / skbed/ noun a bed where a person
is lying sick 쑗 She sat for hours beside her
daughter’s sickbed.
sickbay



sickbed
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sick building syndrome /sk bldŋ sn
drəυm/ noun a condition in which many people working in a building feel ill or have headaches, caused by blocked air-conditioning
ducts in which stale air is recycled round the
building, often carrying allergenic substances
or bacteria (informal )
sicken for / skən fɔ / verb to feel the first
symptoms of an illness (informal ) 쑗 She’s looking pale – she must be sickening for something.
sickle cell / sk(ə)l sel/ noun a red blood cell
shaped like a sickle, formed as a result of the
presence of an unusual form of haemoglobin.
Also called drepanocyte
sickle-cell anaemia / sk(ə)l sel ə ni miə/
noun an inherited condition in which someone
develops sickle cells which block the circulation, causing anaemia and pains in the joints
and abdomen. Also called drepanocytosis,
sick building syndrome



sicken for



sickle cell



sickle-cell anaemia





sickle cell disease
‘…children with sickle-cell anaemia are susceptible
to severe bacterial infection. Even children with the
milder forms of sickle-cell disease have an increased
frequency of pneumococcal infection’ [Lancet]
COMMENT: Sickle-cell anaemia is a hereditary
condition which is mainly found in people from
Africa and the West Indies.
sickle-cell chest syndrome /sk(ə)l sel
tʃest sndrəυm/ noun a common complicasickle-cell chest syndrome



tion of sickle-cell disease, with chest pain, fever and leucocytosis
sickle-cell disease / sk(ə)l sel dzi z/
noun same as sickle-cell anaemia. Abbr SCD.
sickle-cell trait / sk(ə)l sel tret/ noun a
hereditary condition of the blood in which
some red cells become sickle-shaped, but there
are not enough affected cells to cause anaemia
sicklist / sklst/ noun a list of people who
are sick, e.g. children in a school or workers in
a factory 쑗 We have five members of staff on
the sicklist.
sickly / skli/ adjective (usually of children)
subject to frequent sickness 쑗 He was a sickly
child, but now is a strong and healthy man.
sickness / sknəs/ noun 1. a state of having
an illness 쑗 There is a lot of sickness in the
winter months. 쑗 Many children are staying
away from school because of sickness. 쒁 seasickness, motion sickness 2. a feeling of
wanting to vomit
sickroom / skru m/ noun a room where
someone is ill 쑗 Visitors are not allowed into
the sickroom.
side /sad/ noun 1. the part of the body between the hips and the shoulder 쑗 She was lying on her side. 2. the part of an object which
is not the front, back, top or bottom 쑗 The
nurse wheeled the trolley to the side of the bed.
side-effect / sad fekt/ noun an effect produced by a drug or treatment which is not the
main effect intended 쑗 One of the side-effects
of chemotherapy is that the patient’s hair falls
out.
sickle-cell disease



sickle-cell trait



sicklist



sickly



sickness



sickroom



side

side-effect







significantly

‘…the treatment is not without possible side-effects,
some of which can be particularly serious. The sideeffects may include middle ear discomfort, claustrophobia,
increased
risk
of
epilepsy’
[New Zealand Medical Journal]
side rail / sad rel/ noun a rail at the side of
side rail



a bed which can be lifted to prevent the person
falling out
sidero- /sadərəυ/ prefix referring to iron
sideropenia /sadərəυ pi niə/ noun a lack
of iron in the blood usually caused by insufficient iron in the diet
siderophilin /sadə rɒfəln/ noun same as
sidero-

sideropenia





siderophilin



transferrin

siderosis /sadə rəυss/ noun 1. a condition
in which iron deposits form in tissue 2. inflammation of the lungs caused by inhaling dust
containing iron
SIDS abbr sudden infant death syndrome
sight /sat/ noun one of the five senses, the
ability to see 쑗 His sight is beginning to fail. 왍
to lose your sight to become blind
sighted / satd/ adjective able to see, as opposed to visually impaired
sigmoid / s&mɔd/ adjective 1. shaped like
the letter S 2. referring to the sigmoid colon 쐽
noun same as sigmoid colon
sigmoid colon /s&mɔd kəυlɒn/ noun the
fourth section of the colon which continues as
the rectum. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement. Also called pelvic colon,
siderosis





SIDS

sight

sighted



sigmoid



sigmoid colon



sigmoid, sigmoid flexure
sigmoidectomy /s&mɔ dektəmi/ noun a
sigmoidectomy





surgical operation to remove the sigmoid colon (NOTE: The plural is sigmoidectomies.)
sigmoid flexure noun same as sigmoid cosigmoid flexure

lon

sigmoidoscope /s& mɔdəskəυp/ noun a
surgical instrument with a light at the end
which can be passed into the rectum so that the
sigmoid colon can be examined
sigmoidoscopy /s&mɔ dɒskəpi/ noun a
procedure in which the rectum and sigmoid
colon are examined with a sigmoidoscope
sigmoidostomy /s&mɔ dɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to bring the sigmoid colon
out through a hole in the abdominal wall
sigmoidoscope



sigmoidoscopy





sigmoidostomy





(NOTE: The plural is sigmoidostomies.)
sign /san/ noun a movement, mark, coloursign

ing or change which has a meaning and can be
recognised by a doctor as indicating a condition (NOTE: A change in function which is also
noticed by the patient is a symptom.) 쐽 verb to
write your name on a document such as a form
or cheque, or at the end of a letter 쑗 The doctor
signed the death certificate.
significant /s& nfkənt/ adjective important or worth noting 쑗 No significant inflammatory responses were observed.
significantly /s& nfkəntli/ adverb in an
important or noteworthy manner 쑗 He was not
significantly better on the following day.
significant



significantly



Medicine.fm Page 378 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

sign language

378

sign language / san lŋ&wd/ noun a set
of agreed signs made with the fingers and
hands, used to indicate words by or for people
who cannot hear or speak
sildenafil citrate /sldənəfl satret/
noun an enzyme-inhibiting drug used in the
treatment of male impotence
silent / salənt/ adjective 1. not making any
noise or talking 2. not visible or showing no
symptoms 쑗 Genital herpes may be silent in
women. 쑗 Graft occlusion is often silent with
80% of patients.
silica / slkə/ noun a compound of silicon,
the mineral which forms quartz and sand. Also
called silicon dioxide
silicon / slkən/ noun a non-metallic chemical element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Si.)
silicon dioxide /slkən da ɒksad/ noun
same as silica
silicosis /sl kəυss/ noun a disease of the
lungs caused by inhaling silica dust from mining or stone-crushing operations
sign language



sildenafil citrate



silent



silica



silicon



silicon dioxide





silicosis





COMMENT: This is a serious disease which
makes breathing difficult and can lead to emphysema and bronchitis.
silver / slvə/ noun a white-coloured metallic
element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Ag.)
silver nitrate /slvə natret/ noun a salt of
silver



silver nitrate



silver that is mixed with a cream or solution
and used, e.g., to disinfect burns or to kill warts
Silvester method /sl vestə meθəd/ noun
a method of giving artificial respiration. The
person lies on his or her back, then the firstaider brings the person’s hands together on the
chest and moves them above the person’s
head. 쒁 Holger-Nielsen method
Simmonds’ disease / sməndz dzi z/
noun a condition of women due to postpartum
haemorrhage, in which there is lack of activity
in the pituitary gland, resulting in wasting of
tissue, brittle bones and premature senility
Silvester method



Simmonds’ disease





[Described 1914. After Morris Simmonds (1855–
1925), German physician and pathologist.]
simple / smpəl/ adjective 1. ordinary 2. not
simple



very complicated
simple epithelium /smpəl ep θi liəm/
noun an epithelium formed of a single layer of
cells
simple fracture /smpəl frktʃə/ noun a
fracture where the skin surface around the
damaged bone has not been broken and the
broken ends of the bone are close together.
Also called closed fracture
simple tachycardia /smpəl tki kɑ diə/
noun same as sinus tachycardia
simplex / smpleks/ 쏡 herpes simplex
Sims’ position / smz pəzʃ(ə)n/ noun a
position of the body in which the person lies
on his or her left side with their left arm behind
their back and their right knee and thigh
flexed. It is used to allow the anal or vaginal
area to be examined easily.
simple epithelium





simple fracture



simple tachycardia





simplex



Sims’ position





simvastatin /sm vstn/ noun a drug
which lowers lipid levels in the blood, used in
the treatment of high cholesterol
sinciput / snsp"t/ noun the part of the skull
that includes the forehead and the area above it
sinew / snju / noun same as tendon
singer’s nodule /sŋəz nɒdju l/ noun a
small white polyp which can develop in the
larynx of people who use their voice too much
or too loudly
single parent family /sŋ&(ə)l peərənt
fm(ə)li/ noun a family which consists of a
child or children and only one parent, e.g. because of death, divorce or separation
single photon emission computed tomography /sŋ&(ə)l fəυtɒn mʃ(ə)n kəm
pju td tə mɒ&rəfi/ noun a scan to study
brain blood flow in conditions such as Alzheimer’s disease
singultus /sŋ &"ltəs/ noun same as hiccup
sinistral / snstrəl/ adjective relating to or
located on the left side, especially the left side
of the body
sino- /sanəυ/ prefix referring to a sinus
sinoatrial /sanəυ etriəl/ adjective relating
to the sinus venosus and the right atrium of the
heart
sinoatrial node /sanəυ etriəl nəυd/ noun
a node in the heart at the junction of the superior vena cava and the right atrium, which regulates the heartbeat. Also called SA node, sisimvastatin



sinciput



sinew



singer’s nodule



single parent family



single photon emission computed tomography









singultus



sinistral



sino-

sinoatrial





sinoatrial node





nus node

sinogram / sanəυ&rm/ noun an X-ray
photograph of a sinus
sinography /sa nɒ&rəfi/ noun examination
of a sinus by taking an X-ray photograph
sinu- /sanə/ prefix same as sinosinuatrial adjective same as sinoatrial
sinus / sanəs/ noun 1. a cavity inside the
body, including the cavities inside the head behind the cheekbone, forehead and nose 쑗 The
doctor diagnosed a sinus infection. 2. a tract or
passage which develops between an infected
place where pus has gathered and the surface
of the skin 3. a wide venous blood space
sinusitis /sanə sats/ noun inflammation
of the mucous membrane in the sinuses, especially the maxillary sinuses
sinus nerve / sanəs n! v/ noun a nerve
which branches from the glossopharyngeal
nerve
sinus node / sanəs nəυd/ noun same as sisinogram



sinography



sinu-

sinuatrial

sinus



sinusitis





sinus nerve



sinus node



noatrial node
sinusoid / sanəsɔd/ noun
sinusoid

a specially
shaped small blood vessel in the liver, adrenal
glands and other organs
sinus tachycardia /sanəs tki kɑ diə/
noun rapid beating of the heart caused by stimulation of the sinoatrial node. Also called sim

sinus tachycardia



ple tachycardia
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sinus venosus /sanəs və nəυss/ noun a
cavity in the heart of an embryo, part of which
develops into the coronary sinus and part of
which is absorbed into the right atrium
siphonage / safənd/ noun the removal of
liquid from one place to another with a tube, as
used to empty the stomach of its contents
Sippy diet / spi daət/ noun US an alkaline
diet of milk and dry biscuits as a treatment for
peptic ulcers [After Bertram Welton Sippy
sinus venosus





siphonage



Sippy diet



(1866–1924), physician in Chicago, USA]
sister / sstə/ noun 1. a female who has the
same father and mother as someone 쑗 He has
three sisters. 쑗 Her sister works in a children’s
clinic. 2. a senior nurse 왍 sister in charge a
sister



senior nurse in charge of a hospital ward
sit /st/ verb 1. to rest with your weight largely
supported by the buttocks 2. to cause a person
to sit somewhere (NOTE: [all senses] sitting –
sit

sat)

skull

infiltrated with lymphocytes and plasma cells,
and the mouth and eyes become dry
skatole / sktəυl/ noun another spelling of
skatole



scatole

skeletal / skelt(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
skeleton
skeletal muscle / skelt(ə)l m"s(ə)l/ noun
a muscle attached to a bone, which makes a
limb move
skeleton / skelt(ə)n/ noun all the bones
which make up a body
Skene’s glands / ski nz &lndz/ noun
small mucous glands in the urethra in women
skeletal



skeletal muscle



skeleton



Skene’s glands



[Described 1880. After Alexander Johnston
Chalmers Skene (1838–1900), Scottish-born
New York gynaecologist.]
skia- /skaə/ prefix referring to shadow
skiagram / skaə&rm/ noun an old term for
skia-

skiagram



X-ray photograph
skier’s thumb /ski əz θ"m/ noun an injury
to the thumb caused by falling directly onto it
when it is outstretched, resulting in tearing or
stretching of the ligaments of the main thumb
joint
skill /skl/ noun an ability to do difficult work,
which is acquired by training 쑗 You need special skills to become a doctor.
skilled /skld/ adjective having acquired a
particular skill by training 쑗 He’s a skilled
plastic surgeon.
skill mix / skl mks/ noun the range of different skills possessed by the members of a
group or required for a particular job
skin /skn/ noun the tissue which forms the
outside surface of the body 쑗 His skin turned
brown in the sun. 쑗 Skin problems in adolescents may be caused by diet. (NOTE: For other
skier’s thumb

site /sat/ noun 1. the position of something 쑗
The X-ray showed the site of the infection. 2.
the place where something happened 3. the
place where an incision is to be made in a surgical operation 쐽 verb to put something in a
particular place, or be in a particular place 쑗
The infection is sited in the right lung. (NOTE:
site

siting – sited)
‘…arterial thrombi have a characteristic structure:
platelets adhere at sites of endothelial damage and
attract other platelets to form a dense aggregate’
[British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
‘…the sublingual site is probably the most acceptable and convenient for taking temperature’
[Nursing Times]
‘…with the anaesthetist’s permission, the scrub
nurse and surgeon began the process of cleaning up
the skin round the operation site’ [NATNews]
situated / stʃuetd/ adjective in a particular
place 쑗 The tumour is situated in the bowel. 쑗
situated



The atlas bone is situated above the axis.
sit up /st "p/ verb 1. to sit with your back
straight 쑗 The patient is sitting up in bed. 2. to
move from a lying to a sitting position (NOTE:
sit up



sitting up – sat up)
situs / satəs/ noun the position of an organ
situs



or part of the body, especially the usual position (NOTE: The plural is situs.)
situs inversus /satəs n v! səs/, situs innv! səs
versus
viscerum
/satəs
vsərəm/ noun a congenital condition, in
which the organs are not on the usual side of
the body, i.e. where the heart is on the right
side and not the left
sitz bath / sts bɑ θ/ noun a small low bath
where someone can sit, but not lie down
SI units /es a ju nts/ plural noun the units
used in an international system of units for
measuring physical properties such as weight,
speed and light
Sjögren’s syndrome / ʃ! &renz sn
drəυm/ noun a chronic autoimmune disease in
which the lacrimal and salivary glands become
situs inversus









sitz bath



SI units



Sjögren’s syndrome





skill

skilled

skill mix



skin

terms referring to skin, see words beginning with
cut-, derm-, derma-, dermato-, dermo-.)
COMMENT: The skin is the largest organ in the
human body. It is formed of two layers: the epidermis is the outer layer, and includes the top
layer of particles of dead skin which are continuously flaking off. Beneath the epidermis is
the dermis, which is the main layer of living
skin. Hairs and nails are produced by the skin,
and pores in the skin secrete sweat from the
sweat glands underneath the dermis. The skin
is sensitive to touch and heat and cold, which
are sensed by the nerve endings in the skin.
The skin is a major source of vitamin D which
it produces when exposed to sunlight.
skin graft / skn &rɑ ft/ noun a layer of skin
skin graft



transplanted from one part of the body to cover
an area where the skin has been destroyed 쑗
After the operation she had to have a skin
graft.
skinny / skni/ adjective very thin (informal )
skin test / skn test/ noun a test for allergy,
in which a substance is applied to the skin to
see if a reaction occurs
skull /sk"l/ noun the eight bones which are
fused or connected together to form the head,
skinny



skin test



skull
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along with the fourteen bones which form the
face. Also called cranium 왍 skull fracture a
condition in which one of the bones in the
skull has been fractured
slash /slʃ/ noun a long cut with a knife 쑗 He
had bruises on his face and slashes on his
hands. 쑗 The slash on her leg needs three
stitches. 쐽 verb 1. to cut something with a
knife or sharp edge 왍 to slash your wrists to
try to kill yourself by cutting the blood vessels
in the wrists 2. to cut costs or spending sharply

sleep off /sli p ɒf/ verb to recover from a
mild illness or hangover by sleeping (NOTE:

(informal )

somnambulism
sleepy / sli pi/ adjective feeling ready to go to
sleep (NOTE: sleepier – sleepiest)
sleepy sickness / sli pi sknəs/ noun same
as lethargic encephalitis
slice /slas/ noun a thin flat piece of tissue
which has been cut off 쑗 He examined the

slash

sleep off



sleeping off – slept off)

sleep terror disorder /sli p terə dsɔ də/
noun a condition in which a person regularly
wakes from sleep in a state of terror and confusion but remembers nothing about it in the
morning
sleepwalker / sli pwɔ kə/ noun same as
sleep terror disorder





sleepwalker



somnambulist

sleepwalking / sli pwɔ kŋ/ noun same as
sleepwalking



sleepy

SLE

SLE abbr systemic lupus erythematosus
sleep /sli p/ noun the state or a period of resting, usually at night, when the eyes are closed
and you are not conscious of what is happening 쑗 You need to get a good night’s sleep if
you have a lot of work to do tomorrow. 쑗 He
had a short sleep in the middle of the afternoon. 왍 to get to sleep or go to sleep to start
sleeping 쐽 verb to be in a state of sleep (NOTE:
sleep

sleeping – slept)
COMMENT: Sleep is a period when the body
rests and rebuilds tissue, especially protein.
Most adults need eight hours’ sleep each
night. Children require more (ten to twelve
hours) but older people need less, possibly
only four to six hours. Sleep forms a regular
pattern of stages: during the first stage the
person is still conscious of his or her surroundings, and will wake on hearing a noise;
afterwards the sleeper goes into very deep
sleep (slow-wave sleep), where the eyes are
tightly closed, the pulse is regular and the
sleeper breathes deeply. During this stage the
pituitary gland produces the growth hormone
somatotrophin. It is difficult to wake someone
from deep sleep. This stage is followed by
rapid eye movement sleep (REM sleep), in
which the sleeper’s eyes are half open and
move about, he or she makes facial movements, the blood pressure rises and he or she
has dreams. After this stage the sleeper relapses into the first sleep stage again.

sleep apnoea / sli p pni ə/ noun a condition related to heavy snoring, with prolonged
respiratory pauses leading to cerebral hypoxia
and subsequent daytime drowsiness
sleeping pill / sli pŋ pl/ noun a pill containing a drug, usually a barbiturate, which
makes a person sleep 쑗 She died of an overdose of sleeping pills.
sleeping sickness / sli pŋ sknəs/ noun
an African disease, spread by the tsetse fly,
where trypanosomes infest the blood. Also
called African trypanosomiasis
sleep apnoea





sleeping pill



sleeping sickness



COMMENT:

Symptoms are headaches, lethargy and long periods of sleep. The disease is
fatal if not treated.



slice

slice of brain tissue under the microscope.
slide /slad/ noun a piece of glass, on which a
tissue sample is placed, to be examined under
a microscope 쐽 verb to move along smoothly
쑗 The plunger slides up and down the syringe.
slide

(NOTE: sliding – slid)
sliding traction /sladŋ trkʃ(ə)n/ noun
sliding traction



traction for a fracture of a femur, in which
weights are attached to pull the leg
slight /slat/ adjective not very serious 쑗 He
has a slight fever. 쑗 She had a slight accident.
slim /slm/ adjective pleasantly thin 쑗 She has
become slim again after being pregnant. 쐽
verb to try to become thinner or weigh less 쑗
She is trying to slim before she goes on holiday. (NOTE: slimming – slimmed)
slimming / slmŋ/ noun the use of a special
diet or special food which is low in calories
and which is supposed to stop a person getting
fat
sling /slŋ/ noun a triangular bandage attached round the neck, used to support an injured arm and prevent it from moving 쑗 She
had her left arm in a sling.
slipped disc /slpt dsk/ noun same as disslight

slim

slimming



sling

slipped disc



placed intervertebral disc, prolapsed intervertebral disc
slit lamp / slt lmp/ noun a piece of equipslit lamp



ment which provides a narrow beam of light
and is connected to a special microscope, used
to examine the eye
slough /slaυ/ noun dead tissue, especially
dead skin, which has separated from healthy
tissue 쐽 verb to lose dead skin which falls off
slow-release vitamin tablet /sləυ rli s
vtəmn tblət/ noun a vitamin tablet which
will dissolve slowly in the body and give a
longer and more constant effect
slow-wave sleep /sləυ wev sli p/ noun a
period of sleep during which the sleeper sleeps
deeply and the eyes do not move
slough

slow-release vitamin tablet



slow-wave sleep

sleeping tablet

sleeping tablet noun a tablet containing a
drug, usually a barbiturate, which makes a person sleep
sleeplessness / sli pləsnəs/ noun 쏡 insomsleeplessness



nia



sleepy sickness



COMMENT: During slow-wave sleep, the pituitary gland secretes the hormone somatotrophin.
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small /smɔ l/ adjective 1. not large 쑗 His
chest was covered with small red spots. 쑗 She
has a small cyst in the colon. 2. young 쑗 He
had chickenpox when he was small.
small children /smɔ l tʃldrən/ noun
young children, between about 1 and 10 years
of age
small for dates /smɔ l fə dets/ adjective
referring to an unborn baby which is small in
comparison to the average size for that number
of weeks. Abbr SFD
small intestine /smɔ l n testn/ noun a
section of the intestine from the stomach to the
caecum, consisting of the duodenum, the jejunum and the ileum
small of the back /smɔ l əv ðə bk/ noun
the middle part of the back between and below
the shoulder blades
smallpox / smɔ lpɒks/ noun a very serious,
usually fatal, contagious disease caused by the
pox virus, with a severe rash, leaving masses
of small scars on the skin. Also called variola
small

small children



small for dates



small intestine





small of the back



smallpox



COMMENT: It is more than 200 years since the
first smallpox vaccine experiments and vaccination has proved effective in eradicating
smallpox.
small stomach /smɔ l st"mək/ noun a
small stomach



stomach which is reduced in size after an operation, making the person unable to eat large
meals
smear /smə/ noun a sample of soft tissue,
e.g. blood or mucus, taken from a person and
spread over a glass slide to be examined under
a microscope
smear test / smə test/ noun same as Papansmear

smear test



icolaou test
smegma / sme&mə/ noun an oily secretion
smegma



with an unpleasant smell which collects on and
under the foreskin of the penis
smell /smel/ noun one of the five senses, the
sense which is experienced through the nose 쐽
verb 1. to notice the smell of something
through the nose 쑗 I can smell smoke. 쑗 He
can’t smell anything because he’s got a cold.
2. to produce a smell 쑗 The room smells of disinfectant. (NOTE: smelling – smelled or smelt)
smell

COMMENT: The senses of smell and taste are
closely connected, and together give the real
taste of food. Smells are sensed by receptors
in the nasal cavity which transmit impulses to
the brain. When food is eaten, the smell is
sensed at the same time as the taste is
sensed by the taste buds, and most of what
we think of as taste is in fact smell, which explains why food loses its taste when someone
has a cold and a blocked nose.
smelling salts / smelŋ sɔ lts/ noun cryssmelling salts



tals of an ammonia compound which give off
a strong smell and can revive someone who
has fainted
Smith-Petersen nail /smθ pi təs(ə)n
nel/ noun a metal nail used to attach the fractured neck of a femur [Described 1931. After
Smith-Petersen nail



sneezing fit

Marius Nygaard Smith-Petersen (1886–1953),
Norwegian-born Boston orthopaedic surgeon.]
Smith’s fracture / smθs frktʃə/ noun a
Smith’s fracture



fracture of the radius just above the wrist
smog /smɒ&/ noun pollution of the atmosphere in towns, caused by warm damp air combining with smoke and exhaust fumes from
cars
smoke /sməυk/ noun a white, grey or black
product made of small particles, given off by
something which is burning 쐽 verb to breathe
in smoke from a cigarette, cigar or pipe which
is held in the lips 쑗 Doctors are trying to persuade people to stop smoking. (NOTE: smoking
smog

smoke

– smoked)
COMMENT: The connection between smoking
tobacco, especially cigarettes, and lung cancer has been proved to the satisfaction of the
British government, which prints a health
warning on all packets of cigarettes. Smoke
from burning tobacco contains nicotine and
other substances which stick in the lungs, and
can in the long run cause cancer and heart
disease.
smoke inhalation / sməυk nhəleʃ(ə)n/
noun the breathing in of smoke, as in a fire
smoker / sməυkə/ noun a person who
smoke inhalation





smoker



smokes cigarettes
smoker’s cough /sməυkəz kɒf/ noun a
dry asthmatic cough, often found in people
who smoke large numbers of cigarettes
smoking / sməυkŋ/ noun the action of
smoking a cigarette, pipe or cigar 쑗 Smoking
can injure your health.
smoker’s cough



smoking



‘…three quarters of patients aged 35–64 on GPs’
lists have at least one major risk factor: high cholesterol, high blood pressure or addiction to tobacco. Of
the three risk factors, smoking causes a quarter of
heart disease deaths’ [Health Services Journal]
smooth /smu ð/ adjective flat, not rough 쐽
verb to make something smooth 쑗 She
smooth

smoothed down the sheets on the bed.
smooth muscle /smu ð m"s(ə)l/ noun a
type of muscle found in involuntary muscles.
Also called unstriated muscle
SMR abbr submucous resection
snare /sneə/ noun a surgical instrument made
of a loop of wire, used to remove growths
without the need of an incision
sneeze /sni z/ noun a reflex action to blow air
suddenly out of the nose and mouth because of
irritation in the nasal passages 쑗 She gave a
loud sneeze. 쐽 verb to blow air suddenly out of
the nose and mouth because of irritation in the
nasal passages 쑗 The smell of flowers makes
her sneeze. 쑗 He was coughing and sneezing
and decided to stay in bed. (NOTE: sneezing –
smooth muscle

SMR

snare

sneeze

sneezed)
COMMENT: A sneeze sends out a spray of
droplets of liquid, which, if infectious, can then
infect anyone who happens to inhale them.
sneezing fit / sni zŋ ft/ noun a sudden atsneezing fit



tack when someone sneezes many times
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Snellen chart / snelən tʃɑ t/ noun a chart
commonly used by opticians to test eyesight
Snellen chart



[Described 1862. After Hermann Snellen (1834–
1908), Dutch ophthalmologist.]
COMMENT: The Snellen chart has rows of letters, the top row being very large, and the bottom very small, with the result that the more
rows a person can read, the better his or her
eyesight.
Snellen type / snelən tap/ noun different
Snellen type



type sizes used on a Snellen chart
sniff /snf/ noun an act of breathing in air or
smelling through the nose 쑗 They gave her a
sniff of smelling salts to revive her. 쐽 verb to
breathe in air or to smell through the nose 쑗
He was sniffing because he had a cold. 쑗 She
sniffed and said that she could smell smoke.
sniffle / snf(ə)l/ verb to keep on sniffing because you have a cold or are crying (NOTE: snifsniff

sniffle



fling – sniffled)
sniffles / snf(ə)lz/ plural noun a slight head
sniffles



cold, or an allergy that causes a running nose
(informal; used to children) 쑗 Don’t go out into
the cold when you have the sniffles.
snore /snɔ / noun a loud noise produced in
the nose and throat when a person is asleep 쐽
verb to make a loud noise in the nose and throat
when asleep (NOTE: snoring – snored)
snore

COMMENT:

A snore is produced by the vibration of the soft palate at the back of the mouth,
and occurs when a sleeping person breathes
through both mouth and nose.
snoring / snɔ rŋ/ noun noisy breathing
snoring



while asleep
snot /snɒt/ noun mucus in the nose (informal )
snow blindness / snəυ blandnəs/ noun
temporary painful blindness caused by bright
sunlight shining on snow
snuffles / sn"f(ə)lz/ plural noun the condition of breathing noisily through a nose which
is blocked with mucus, which is usually a
symptom of the common cold, but can sometimes be a sign of congenital syphilis (informal;
snot

snow blindness



snuffles



used to children)
soak /səυk/ verb to put something in liquid so
soak

that it absorbs some of it 쑗 Use a compress
made of cloth soaked in warm water.
social / səυʃ(ə)l/ adjective referring to society or to groups of people
social disease /səυʃ(ə)l d zi z/ noun US
sexually transmitted disease
socialisation /səυʃ(ə)la zeʃ(ə)n/, socialization noun the process involved when young
children are becoming aware of society and
learning how they are expected to behave
social medicine /səυʃ(ə)l med(ə)s(ə)n/
noun medicine as applied to treatment of diseases which occur in particular social groups
social services /səυʃ(ə)l s! vsz/ plural
noun the special facilities which the government or local authorities provide to people in
the community who need help, such as the eldsocial



social disease





socialisation





social medicine



social services



erly, children whose parents have died or the
unemployed
social worker / səυʃ(ə)l w! kə/ noun a
government employee who works to provide
social services to people in need and improve
their living standards
society /sə saəti/ noun 1. the community of
people who live in a particular country and
share its institutions and customs 2. an organisation of people who have a shared interest
sociopath / səυsiəpθ/ noun same as psysocial worker



society



sociopath



chopath

socket / sɒkt/ noun a hollow part in a bone,
into which another bone or organ fits 쑗 The tip
of the femur fits into a socket in the pelvis.
sodium / səυdiəm/ noun a chemical element
which is the basic substance in salt (NOTE: The
socket



sodium



chemical symbol is Na.)
COMMENT: Sodium is an essential mineral and
exists in the extracellular fluid of the body.
Sweat and tears also contain a high proportion of sodium chloride.
sodium balance / səυdiəm bləns/ noun
sodium balance



the balance maintained in the body between
salt lost in sweat and urine and salt taken in
from food. The balance is regulated by aldosterone.
sodium bicarbonate /səυdiəm ba
kɑ bənət/ noun sodium salt used in cooking,
and also as a relief for indigestion and acidity.
Also called bicarbonate of soda
sodium chloride /səυdiəm klɔ rad/ noun
common salt
sodium fusidate /səυdiəm fju sdet/
noun an antibiotic used mainly to treat penicillin-resistant staphylococcal infections
sodium pump / səυdiəm p"mp/ noun a cellular process in which sodium is immediately
excreted from any cell which it enters and potassium is brought in
sodium valproate /səυdiəm vl prəυet/
noun an anticonvulsant drug used especially to
treat migraines, seizures and epilepsy
sodokosis /səυdəυ kəυss/, sodoku /
səυdəυku / noun a form of rat-bite fever, in
which swellings in the jaws do not occur
sodomy / sɒdəmi/ noun anal sexual intercourse between men
soft /sɒft/ adjective not hard or not resistant to
pressure
soft chancre /sɒft ʃŋkə/ noun same as
sodium bicarbonate





sodium chloride



sodium fusidate



sodium pump



sodium valproate





sodokosis







sodomy



soft

soft chancre

soft sore
soften / sɒf(ə)n/ verb to make something
soften



soft, or become soft
soft palate /sɒft plət/ noun the back part
of the palate leading to the uvula. 쒁 cleft palate
soft sore /sɒft sɔ / noun a venereal sore
with a soft base, situated in the groin or on the
genitals and caused by the bacterium Haemophilus ducreyi. Also called chancroid, soft
soft palate

soft sore

chancre
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soft tissue /sɒft tʃu / noun skin, muscles,
ligaments or tendons
soil /sɔl/ noun the earth in which plants grow
쐽 verb to make something dirty 쑗 He soiled
his sheets. 쑗 Soiled bedclothes are sent to the
hospital laundry.
solar plexus /səυlə pleksəs/ noun a nerve
network situated at the back of the abdomen
between the adrenal glands
solar retinopathy /səυlə ret nɒpəθi/ noun
irreparable damage to the most sensitive part
of the retina, the macula, caused by looking at
the sun with no protection or inadequate protection, as when looking at an eclipse of the
sun
sole /səυl/ noun the part under the foot 쑗 The
soles of the feet are very sensitive.
soleus / səυliəs/ noun a flat muscle which
goes down the calf of the leg (NOTE: The plural
soft tissue

soil

solar plexus



solar retinopathy





sole

soleus



is solei.)
solid / sɒld/ adjective 1. not soft or yielding
2. hard and not liquid 쑗 Water turns solid when
solid



it freezes.
solid food / sɒld fu d/ noun food which is
chewed and eaten, not drunk 쑗 She is allowed
some solid food. or She is allowed to eat solids.
solid food



COMMENT: Solid foods are introduced gradually to babies and to patients who have had intestinal operations.
solidify /sə ldfa/ verb to become solid, or
cause something to become solid 쑗 Carbon disolidify



oxide solidifies at low temperatures.
solids noun solid food
soluble / sɒljυb(ə)l/ adjective able to dissolve 쑗 a tablet of soluble aspirin
soluble fibre /sɒljυb(ə)l fabə/ noun a fibre in vegetables, fruit and pulses and porridge
oats which is partly digested in the intestine
and reduces the absorption of fats and sugar
into the body, so lowering the level of cholesterol
solute / sɒlju t/ noun a solid substance
which is dissolved in a solvent to make a solution
solution /sə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a mixture of a
solid substance dissolved in a liquid
solvent / sɒlv(ə)nt/ noun a liquid in which a
solid substance can be dissolved
solvent abuse / sɒlvənt əbju s/, solvent
inhalation /sɒlvənt nhə leʃ(ə)n/ noun a
type of drug abuse in which someone inhales
the toxic fumes given off by particular types of
volatile chemical. Also called glue-sniffing
solids

soluble



soluble fibre



solute



solution



solvent



solvent abuse









‘…deaths among teenagers caused by solvent abuse
have reached record levels’ [Health Visitor]
soma / səυmə/ noun the body, as opposed to
the mind (NOTE: The plural is somata or somas.)
somat- /səυmət/ prefix same as somato(used before vowels)
soma



somat-

Sonne dysentery

somata / səυmətə/ plural of soma
somatic /səυ mtk/ adjective referring to
the body, either as opposed to the mind, or as
opposed to the intestines and inner organs.
Compare psychosomatic
somatic nerve /səυ mtk n! v/ noun any
of the sensory and motor nerves which control
skeletal muscles
somatic nervous system /səυmtk
n! vəs sstəm/ noun the part of the nervous
system that serves the sense organs and muscles of the body wall and limbs, and brings
about activity in the voluntary muscles
somato- /səυmətəυ/ prefix 1. referring to the
body 2. somatic
somatology /səυmə tɒlədi/ noun the
study of both the physiology and anatomy of
the body
somatostatin /səυmətəυ sttn/ noun a
hormone produced in the hypothalamus which
helps to prevent the release of the growth hormone
somatotrophic hormone /səυmətətrɒfk
hɔ məυn/, somatotrophin /səυmətə trəυfn/
noun a growth hormone, secreted by the pituitary gland, which stimulates the growth of
long bones (NOTE: The US term for somasomata



somatic



somatic nerve



somatic nervous system



somato-

somatology





somatostatin





somatotrophic hormone









totrophin is somatotropin.)

somatropin /səυmətəυ trəυfn/ noun same
as growth hormone
-some /səυm/ suffix tiny cell bodies
somnambulism
/sɒm nmbjυlz(ə)m/
noun a condition especially affecting children
where the person gets up and walks about
while still asleep. Also called sleepwalking
somnambulist /sɒm nmbjυlst/ noun a
person who walks in his or her sleep. Also
called sleepwalker
somnambulistic /sɒmnmbjυ lstk/ adjective referring to somnambulism
somnolent / sɒmnələnt/ adjective sleepy
somnolism / sɒmnəlz(ə)m/ noun a trance
which is induced by hypnotism
Somogyi effect / ʃɒmɒdi fekt/, Somogyi phenomenon / ʃɒmɒdi fnɒmənən/
noun in diabetes mellitus, a swing to a high
level of glucose in the blood from an extremely low level, usually occurring after an untreated insulin reaction during the night. It is
caused by the release of stress hormones to
counter low glucose levels.
-somy /səυmi/ suffix the presence of chromosomes
son /s"n/ noun a male child of a parent 쑗 They
have two sons and one daughter.
Sonne dysentery / sɒnə dsəntri/ noun a
common form of mild dysentery in the UK,
caused by Shigella sonnei [Described 1915. Afsomatropin





-some

somnambulism



somnambulist



somnambulistic





somnolent



somnolism



Somogyi effect









-somy

son

Sonne dysentery



ter Carl Olaf Sonne (1882–1948), Danish bacteriologist and physician.]
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sonogram / səυnə&rm/ noun a chart produced using ultrasound waves to find where
something is situated in the body
sonography /sə nɒ&rəfi/ noun same as ulsonogram



sonography



trasonography

sonoplacentography /səυnəplsən tɒ
&rəfi/ noun the use of ultrasound waves to find
how the placenta is placed in a pregnant woman
sonotopography /səυnətə pɒ&rəfi/ noun
the use of ultrasound waves to produce a sonogram
soothe /su ð/ verb to relieve pain or irritation
or make a person less tense 쑗 The calamine lotion will soothe the rash. (NOTE: soothing –
sonoplacentography





sonotopography





soothe

soothed)

soothing / su ðŋ/ adjective relieving pain or
irritation or making someone less tense 쑗 They
played soothing music in the dentist’s waiting
room.
sopor / səυpə/ noun deep sleep or unconsciousness
soporific /sɒpə rfk/ noun a drug which
makes a person go to sleep 쐽 adjective causing
sleep
sorbitol / sɔ btɒl/ noun a white crystalline
sweet alcohol which is used as a sweetener and
a moisturiser, and in the manufacture of Vitamin C
sordes / sɔ di z/ plural noun dry deposits
round the lips of someone who has a fever
sore /sɔ / noun a small wound on any part of
the skin, usually with a discharge of pus 쐽 adjective 1. rough and inflamed 쑗 a sore patch on
the skin 2. painful 쑗 My ankle still feels very
sore.
sore throat /sɔ θrəυt/ noun a condition in
which the mucous membrane in the throat is
inflamed, sometimes because the person has
been talking too much, but usually because of
an infection (informal )
s.o.s. adverb (on prescriptions) if necessary.
Full form si opus sit (NOTE: It means that the
soothing



sopor



soporific





sorbitol



sordes



sore

sore throat

s.o.s.

dose should be taken once.)
sotalol / sɒtəlɒl/ noun a drug used to treat an
sotalol



irregular heartbeat and high blood pressure
souffle / su f(ə)l/ noun a soft breathing
sound, heard through a stethoscope
sound /saυnd/ noun 1. something which can
be heard 쑗 The doctor listened to the sounds of
the patient’s lungs. 쑗 His breathing made a
whistling sound. 2. a long rod, used to examine
or to dilate the inside of a cavity in the body 쐽
adjective strong and healthy 쑗 He has a sound
constitution. 쑗 Her heart is sound, but her
lungs are congested. 쐽 verb 1. to make a particular noise 쑗 Her lungs sounded as if she had
pneumonia. 2. to examine the inside of a cavity
using a rod
souffle



sound

sour / saυə/ adjective not bitter, salt or sweet
sour



(NOTE: It is one of the basic tastes.)
source /sɔ s/ noun 1. the substance which
produces something 쑗 Sugar is a source of energy. 쑗 Vegetables are important sources of vitamins. 2. the place where something comes
from 쑗 The source of the allergy has been
identified. 쑗 The medical team has isolated the
source

source of the infection.
space /spes/ noun a place, empty area between things 쑗 An abscess formed in the space
between the bone and the cartilage.
spansule / spnsju l/ noun a drug in the
form of a capsule which is specially designed
to release its contents slowly in the stomach
spare /speə/ adjective extra or only used in
emergencies 쑗 We have no spare beds in the
hospital at the moment. 쑗 The doctor carries a
spare set of instruments in her car. 쐽 verb to be
able to give or spend something 쑗 Can you
spare the time to see the next patient? 쑗 We
have only one bed to spare at the moment.
space

spansule



spare

(NOTE: sparing – spared)
spare part surgery /speə pɑ t s! dəri/
noun surgery in which parts of the body such
spare part surgery



as bones or joints are replaced by artificial
pieces
sparganosis /spɑ &ə nəυss/ noun a condition caused by the larvae of the worm Sparganum under the skin. It is widespread in East
Asia.
spasm / spz(ə)m/ noun a sudden, usually
painful, involuntary contraction of a muscle,
as in cramp 쑗 The muscles in his leg went into
spasm. 쑗 She had painful spasms in her stomach.
spasmo- /spzməυ/ prefix referring to a
spasm
spasmodic /spz mɒdk/ adjective 1. occurring in spasms 2. happening from time to
time
spasmolytic /spzmə ltk/ noun a drug
which relieves muscle spasms
spasmus nutans /spzməs nju tənz/
noun a condition in which someone nods his or
her head and at the same time has spasms in
the neck muscles and rapid movements of the
eyes
spastic / spstk/ adjective with spasms or
sudden contractions of muscles 쐽 noun a person affected with cerebral palsy (NOTE: The
sparganosis





spasm



spasmo-

spasmodic



spasmolytic





spasmus nutans



spastic



noun sense is now considered to be offensive.)

spastic colon /spstk kəυlɒn/ noun
same as mucous colitis
spastic diplegia /spstk da pli də/
noun a congenital form of cerebral palsy which
affects mainly the legs. Also called Little’s disspastic colon



spastic diplegia





ease

spastic gait /spstk &et/ noun a way of
walking where the legs are stiff and the feet not
lifted off the ground
spastic gait
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spasticity /sp ststi/ noun a condition in
which a limb resists passive movement. 쒁 rispasticity



gidity

specular

쑗 He is a heart specialist. 쑗 She was referred

to an ENT specialist.
specialist registrar /speʃ(ə)lst red
strɑ / noun a junior doctor in a hospital who
is doing further specialist training
speciality /speʃi ləti/ noun a particular activity or type of work which someone is specially trained for or very interested in. Also
called specialism, specialty
special school / speʃ(ə)l sku l/ noun a
school for children with disabilities
specialty / speʃ(ə)lti/ noun US same as spespecialist registrar

spastic paralysis /spstk pə rləss/
noun same as cerebral palsy
spastic paraplegia /spstk prə
pli də/ noun paralysis of one side of the
body after a stroke
spatula / sptjυlə/ noun 1. a flat flexible
tool with a handle, used to scoop, lift, spread
or mix things 2. a flat wooden stick used to
press the tongue down when the mouth or
throat is being examined
speak /spi k/ verb to say words or articulate
sounds with the voice 쑗 He is learning to
speak again after a laryngectomy. (NOTE:
spastic paralysis





spastic paraplegia





spatula



speak

speaking – spoke – spoken)
speak up /spi k "p/ verb to speak more
loudly 쑗 Speak up, please – I can’t hear you!
special / speʃ(ə)l/ adjective not ordinary, or
for a specific purpose 쑗 He has been given a
special diet to cure his allergy. 쑗 She wore
speak up



special



special shoes to correct a problem in her ankles.
special care baby unit /speʃ(ə)l keə
bebi ju nt/ noun a unit in a hospital which
deals with premature babies or babies with serious disorders
special health authority /speʃ(ə)l helθ
ɔ θɒrti/ noun a health authority which has
unique national functions, or covers various
regions. An example is UK Transplant, which
manages the National Transplant Database
and provides a 24-hour service for the matching and allocation of donor organs.
special hospital /speʃ(ə)l hɒspt(ə)l/
noun a hospital for people whose mental condition makes them a potential danger to themselves and/or others
specialisation /speʃəla zeʃ(ə)n/, specialization noun 1. the act of specialising in a
particular branch of medicine 2. a particular
branch of medicine which a doctor specialises
in
specialise / speʃəlaz/, specialize verb 1. to
concentrate on a specific subject or activity 2.
to be an expert in a specific subject or area of
knowledge (NOTE: specialising – specialised)
specialised / speʃəlazd/, specialized adjective 1. designed for a particular purpose 2.
concentrating on a particular activity or subject 쑗 specialised skills
specialise in / speʃəlaz n/, specialize in
verb to study or to treat one particular disease
or one particular type of patient 쑗 He specialises in children with breathing problems. 쑗
She decided to specialise in haematology.
specialism / speʃəlz(ə)m/ noun same as
special care baby unit



special health authority





special hospital



specialisation





specialise



specialised



specialise in



specialism



speciality



speciality





special school



specialty



ciality

species / spi ʃi z/ noun a group of living
things with the same characteristics and which
can interbreed (NOTE: The plural is species.)
specific /spə sfk/ adjective referring to a
disease caused by one type of microorganism
only. Opposite non-specific 쐽 noun a drug
which is only used to treat one disease
specific gravity /spə sfk &rvəti/ noun
same as relative density
specificity /spes fsəti/ noun the rate of
negative responses in a test from persons free
from a disease. A high specificity means a low
rate of false positives. Compare sensitivity
specific urethritis /spəsfk jυər θrats/
noun inflammation of the urethra caused by
gonorrhoea
specimen / spesmn/ noun 1. a small quantity of something given for testing 쑗 He was
asked to bring a urine specimen. 2. one item
out of a group 쑗 We keep specimens of diseased organs for students to examine.
spectacles / spektək(ə)lz/ plural noun
glasses which are worn in front of the eyes to
help correct problems in vision
species



specific



specific gravity



specificity







specific urethritis





specimen



spectacles



COMMENT: Spectacles can correct problems in
the focusing of the eye, such as shortsightedness, longsightedness and astigmatism.
Where different lenses are required for reading, an optician may prescribe two pairs of
spectacles, one for standard use and the other for reading. Otherwise, spectacles can be
fitted with a divided lens (bifocals or varifocals).
spectra / spektrə/ plural of spectrum
spectrography /spek trɒ&rəfi/ noun the respectra



spectrography



cording of a spectrum on photographic film
spectroscope / spektrəskəυp/ noun an instrument used to analyse a spectrum
spectrum / spektrəm/ noun 1. the range of
colours, from red to violet, into which white
light can be split when it is passed through
something (NOTE: Different substances in solution have different spectra.) 2. the range of organisms that an antibiotic or chemical can kill
spectroscope



spectrum



(NOTE: The plural is spectra or spectrums.)
specula / spekjυlə/ plural of speculum
specular / spekjυlə/ adjective carried out usspecula



specialist / speʃəlst/ noun a doctor who
specialises in a particular branch of medicine
specialist



specular



ing a speculum
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speculum / spekjυləm/ noun a surgical instrument which is inserted into an opening in
the body such as a nostril or the vagina to keep
it open in order to allow a doctor to examine
the inside (NOTE: The plural is specula or
speculum



speculums.)
speech /spi tʃ/ noun 1. the ability to make intelligible sounds with the vocal cords 2. a talk
speech

given to an audience
speech block / spi tʃ blɒk/ noun a temporary inability to speak, caused by the effect of
nervous stress on the mental processes
speech impediment / spi tʃ mpedmənt/
noun an inability to speak easily or in the usual
way because of the physical structure of the
mouth or other disorders
speech therapist / spi tʃ θerəpst/ noun a
qualified person who practises speech therapy
speech therapy / spi tʃ θerəpi/ noun treatment for a speech disorder such as stammering
or one which results from a stroke or physical
malformation
spell /spel/ noun a short period 쑗 She has
been having dizzy spells. 쑗 He had two spells
in hospital during the winter.
sperm /sp! m/ noun same as spermatozoon
speech block



speech impediment





speech therapist



speech therapy



spell

sperm

(NOTE: The plural is sperm.)
spermat- /sp! mət/ prefix same as spermato- (used before vowels)
spermatic /sp! mtk/ adjective referring
spermat-

spermatic



to sperm
spermatic artery /sp! mtk ɑ təri/ noun
an artery which leads into the testes. Also
called testicular artery
spermatic cord /sp! mtk kɔ d/ noun a
cord running from the testis to the abdomen
carrying the vas deferens, the blood vessels,
nerves and lymphatics of the testis
spermatid / sp! mətd/ noun an immature
male sex cell that develops into a spermatozoon
spermato- /sp! mətəυ/ prefix 1. referring to
sperm 2. referring to the male reproductive
system
spermatocele / sp! mətəsi l/ noun a cyst
which forms in the scrotum
spermatocyte / sp! mətəsat/ noun an early stage in the development of a spermatozoon
spermatogenesis /sp! mətə denəss/
noun the formation and development of spermatozoa in the testes
spermatogonium /sp! mətə &əυniəm/
noun a cell which forms a spermatocyte (NOTE:
spermatic artery



spermatic cord



spermatid



spermato-

spermatocele



spermatocyte



spermatogenesis





spermatogonium





The plural is spermatogonia.)
spermatorrhoea /sp! mətə rə/ noun the
spermatorrhoea





discharge of a large amount of semen frequently and without an orgasm (NOTE: The US

COMMENT: A human spermatozoon is very
small and is formed of a head, neck and very
long tail. A spermatozoon can swim by moving its tail from side to side. The sperm are
formed in the testes and ejaculated through
the penis. Each ejaculation may contain millions of sperm. Once a sperm has entered the
female uterus, it remains viable for about
three days.
spermaturia /sp! mə tjυəriə/ noun sperm
spermaturia





in the urine
sperm bank / sp! m bŋk/ noun a place
where sperm can be stored for use in artificial
insemination
sperm count / sp! m kaυnt/ noun a calculation of the number of sperm in a quantity of semen
sperm donor / sp! m dəυnə/ noun a male
who gives sperm, for a fee, to allow a childless
woman to bear a child
spermi- /sp! mi/ prefix referring to sperm
and semen
spermicidal /sp! m sad(ə)l/ adjective
killing or able to kill sperm
spermicidal jelly /sp! msad(ə)l deli/
noun a jelly-like product which acts as a contraceptive
spermicide / sp! msad/ noun a substance
which kills sperm
spermio- /sp! miəυ/ prefix same as spermispermiogenesis
/sp! miəυ denəss/
noun the stage of spermatogenesis during
which a spermatid changes into a spermatozoon
spheno- /sfi nəυ/ prefix referring to the sphenoid bone
sphenoid / sfi nɔd/ adjective 1. relating to
the sphenoid bone 2. shaped like a wedge 쐽
noun same as sphenoid bone
sphenoid bone / sfi nɔd bəυn/ noun one
of two bones in the skull which form the side
of the socket of the eye. Also called sphenoid
sphenoid sinus /sfi nɔd sanəs/ noun
one of the sinuses in the skull behind the nasal
passage
sphenopalatine
ganglion
/sfi nəυ
plətan &ŋliɒn/ noun same as pterysperm bank



sperm count



sperm donor



spermi-

spermicidal





spermicidal jelly





spermicide



spermio-

spermiogenesis





spheno-

sphenoid



sphenoid bone



sphenoid sinus



sphenopalatine ganglion





gopalatine ganglion
spherocyte / sfiərəυsat/ noun a red blood
spherocyte



cell that is round rather than the usual disc
shape
spherocytosis /sfərəυsa təυss/ noun a
condition in which someone has spherocytes
in the blood, causing anaemia, enlarged spleen
and gallstones, as in acholuric jaundice
sphincter / sfŋktə/, sphincter muscle /
sfŋktə m"s(ə)l/ noun a circular band of
muscle which surrounds an opening or passage in the body, especially the anus, and can
spherocytosis





sphincter

spelling is spermatorrhea.)

spermatozoon /sp! mətə zəυɒn/ noun a
mature male sex cell, which is ejaculated from
the penis and is capable of fertilising an ovum.
spermatozoon



Also called sperm (NOTE: The plural is spermatozoa.)
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narrow or close the opening or passage by contracting
sphincterectomy /sfŋktə rektəmi/ noun
1. a surgical operation to remove a sphincter 2.
a surgical operation to remove part of the edge
of the iris in the eye (NOTE: The plural is sphincsphincterectomy





terectomies.)

sphincteroplasty / sfŋktərəplsti/ noun
a surgical operation to relieve a tightened
sphincter (NOTE: The plural is sphincteroplastsphincteroplasty





ies.)

sphincterotomy /sfŋktə rɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make an incision into a
sphincter (NOTE: The plural is sphincterotosphincterotomy





mies.)

sphincter pupillae muscle /sfŋktə
pju pla m"s(ə)l/ noun an annular muscle
in the iris which constricts the pupil
sphyg /sf&/ noun same as sphygmomanomsphincter pupillae muscle



sphyg

eter (informal )
sphygmic / sf&mk/ adjective referring to
sphygmo-

sphygmocardiograph



sphygmograph



sphygmomanometer



COMMENT: The sphygmomanometer is a rubber sleeve connected to a scale with a column
of mercury, allowing the nurse to take a reading. The rubber sleeve is usually wrapped
round the arm and inflated until the blood flow
is stopped. The blood pressure is determined
by listening to the pulse with a stethoscope
placed over an artery as the pressure in the
rubber sleeve is slowly reduced, and by the
reading on the scale.
spica / spakə/ noun a way of bandaging a
spica



joint where the bandage crosses over itself like
the figure 8 on the inside of the bend of the
joint (NOTE: The plural is spicae or spicas.)
spicule / spkju l/ noun a small splinter of
bone
spigot / sp&ət/ noun the end of a pipe which
is joined by insertion into the enlarged end of
another pipe
spina / spanə/ noun 1. a thin sharp piece of
bone 2. the vertebral column
spina bifida /spanə bfdə/ noun a serious
condition in which part of the spinal cord protrudes through the spinal column. Also called
spicule



spigot



spina



spina bifida



rachischisis
COMMENT: Spina bifida takes two forms: a mild
form, spina bifida occulta, where only the
bone is affected, and there are no visible
signs of the condition; and the serious spina
bifida cystica where part of the meninges or
spinal cord passes through the gap; it may result in paralysis of the legs, and mental impair-



crash.
spinal accessory nerve /span(ə)l ək
sesəri n! v/ noun the eleventh cranial nerve
which supplies the muscles in the neck and
shoulders
spinal anaesthesia /span(ə)l nəs
θi ziə/ noun local anaesthesia in which an anaesthetic is injected into the cerebrospinal fluid
spinal anaesthetic /span(ə)l nəs θe*
tk/ noun an anaesthetic given by injection into
the spine, which results in large parts of the
body losing the sense of feeling
spinal block /span(ə)l blɒk/ noun analgesia produced by injecting the spinal cord with
an anaesthetic
spinal canal /span(ə)l kə nl/ noun the
hollow channel running down the back of the
vertebrae, containing the spinal cord. Also
called vertebral canal
spinal column / span(ə)l kɒləm/ noun
same as spine
spinal cord / span(ə)l kɔ d/ noun part of
the central nervous system, running from the
medulla oblongata to the filum terminale, in
the vertebral canal of the spine (NOTE: For other
spinal accessory nerve





spinal anaesthesia





spinal anaesthetic





spinal block







the pulse of an artery
sphygmo- /sf&məυ/ prefix referring to the
pulse
sphygmocardiograph
/sf&məυ
kɑ diəυ&rɑ f/ noun a device which records
heartbeats and pulse rate
sphygmograph / sf&mə&rɑ f/ noun a device which records the pulse
sphygmomanometer
/sf&məυmə
nɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures
blood pressure in the arteries


spinal

spinal canal

sphygmic



spine

ment is often present where the condition is
associated with hydrocephalus.
spinal / span(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
spine 쑗 She suffered spinal injuries in the



spinal column



spinal cord



terms referring to the spinal cord, see words beginning with myel-, myelo-.)
spinal curvature /span(ə)l k! vətʃə/
noun unusual bending of the spinal column
spinal fusion /span(ə)l fju (ə)n/ noun a
spinal curvature



spinal fusion



surgical operation to join two vertebrae together to make the spine more rigid. Also called
spondylosyndesis

spinal ganglion /span(ə)l &ŋ&liən/
noun a cone-shaped mass of cells on the posterior root, the main axons of which form the
posterior root of the spinal nerve
spinal meningitis /span(ə)l menn da*
ts/ noun inflammation of the membranes
around the spinal cord, which particularly affects young children
spinal nerve / span(ə)l n! v/ noun one of
the 31 pairs of nerves which lead from the spinal cord and govern mainly the trunk and
limbs
spinal puncture /span(ə)l p"ŋktʃə/ noun
same as lumbar puncture (NOTE: The US term
spinal ganglion



spinal meningitis





spinal nerve



spinal puncture



is spinal tap.)

spinal shock / span(ə)l ʃɒk/ noun a loss of
feeling in the lower part of the body below a
point at which the spine has been injured
spindle / spnd(ə)l/ noun 1. a long thin structure 2. a structure formed in cells during division to which the chromosomes are attached
by their centromeres
spine /span/ noun 1. the series of bones, the
vertebrae, linked together to form a flexible
spinal shock



spindle



spine
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supporting column running from the pelvis to
the skull 쑗 She injured her spine in the crash.
Also called backbone, spinal column, vertebral column 2. any sharp projecting part of a
bone
COMMENT: The spine is made up of twentyfour ring-shaped vertebrae, with the sacrum
and coccyx, separated by discs of cartilage.
The hollow canal of the spine (the spinal canal) contains the spinal cord. See also note at
vertebra.
Spinhaler /spn helə/ a trade name for a deSpinhaler



vice from which a person with breathing problems can inhale a preset dose of a drug
spinnbarkeit / spnbɑ kat/ noun a thread
of mucus formed in the cervix which is used in
determining the time of ovulation. At this time
it can be drawn out on a glass slide to its maximum length.
spino- /spanəυ/ prefix 1. referring to the
spine 2. referring to the spinal cord
spinocerebellar tract /spanəυserəbelə
trkt/ noun a nerve fibre in the spinal cord,
taking impulses to the cerebellum
spinous process /spanəs prəυses/ noun
a projection on a vertebra or a bone which
looks like a spine
spiral / sparəl/ adjective running in a continuous circle upwards
spiral bandage /sparəl bndd/ noun a
bandage which is wrapped round a limb, each
turn overlapping the one before
spiral ganglion /sparəl &ŋ&liən/ noun a
ganglion in the eighth cranial nerve which supplies the organ of Corti
spiral organ /sparəl ɔ &ən/ noun same as
spinnbarkeit



spino-

spinocerebellar tract





spinous process



spiral



spiral bandage



spiral ganglion



spiral organ



organ of Corti
Spirillum /sp rləm/ noun one of the bacteSpirillum



ria which cause rat-bite fever
spiro- /sparəυ/ prefix 1. referring to a spiral
2. referring to respiration
spirochaetaemia /sparəυk ti miə/ noun
the presence of spirochaetes in the blood
spiro-

spirochaetaemia





(NOTE: The US spelling is spirochetemia.)
spirochaete / sparəυki t/ noun a bacterium
spirochaete



with a spiral shape, e.g. the one which causes
syphilis (NOTE: The US spelling is spirochete.)
spirogram / sparəυ&rm/ noun a record of
someone’s breathing made by a spirograph
spirograph / sparəυ&rɑ f/ noun a device
which records depth and rapidity of breathing
spirography /spa rɒ&rəfi/ noun the recording of a someone’s breathing by use of a
spirograph
spirometer /spa rɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures the amount of air a person inhales or exhales
spirometry /spa rɒmətri/ noun a measurement of the vital capacity of the lungs by use
of a spirometer
spironolactone /sparənə lktəυn/ noun
a steroid which helps the body produce urine,
spirogram



spirograph



spirography



spirometer



spirometry



spironolactone





used in the treatment of oedema and hypertension
spit /spt/ noun saliva which is sent out of the
mouth 쐽 verb to send liquid out of the mouth
쑗 Rinse your mouth out and spit into the cup
provided. 쑗 He spat out the medicine. (NOTE:
spit

spitting – spat)

Spitz-Holter valve /spts hɒltə vlv/
noun a valve with a one-way system, surgically placed in the skull and used to drain excess
fluid from the brain in hydrocephalus
splanchnic / splŋknk/ adjective referring
to viscera
splanchnic nerve / splŋknk n! v/ noun
any sympathetic nerve which supplies organs
in the abdomen
splanchnology /splŋk nɒlədi/ noun the
study of the organs in the abdominal cavity
spleen /spli n/ noun an organ in the top part
of the abdominal cavity behind the stomach
and below the diaphragm, which helps to destroy old red blood cells, form lymphocytes
and store blood. See illustration at DIGESTIVE
SYSTEM in Supplement
Spitz-Holter valve



splanchnic



splanchnic nerve



splanchnology



spleen

COMMENT: The spleen, which is the largest endocrine (ductless) gland, appears to act to remove dead blood cells and fight infection, but
its functions are not fully understood and an
adult can live healthily after his or her spleen
has been removed.
splen- /splen/ prefix same as spleno- (used
before vowels)
splenectomy /sple nektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the spleen (NOTE: The
plural is splenectomies.)
splenic / splenk/ adjective referring to the
splen-

splenectomy



splenic



spleen
splenic anaemia /splenk ə ni miə/ noun a
type of anaemia, caused by cirrhosis of the liver, in which the person has portal hypertension, an enlarged spleen and haemorrhages.
Also called Banti’s syndrome
splenic flexure /splenk flekʃə/ noun a
bend in the colon where the transverse colon
joins the descending colon
splenii / spli nii/ plural noun plural of splenisplenic anaemia





splenic flexure



splenii



us

splenitis /splə nats/ noun inflammation of
the spleen
splenius / spli niəs/ noun either of two muscles on each side of the neck that reach from
the base of the skull to the upper back and rotate and extend the head and neck (NOTE: The
splenitis



splenius



plural is splenii.)
spleno- /spli nəυ/ prefix referring to the
spleno-

spleen
splenomegaly /spli nəυ me&əli/ noun a
condition in which the spleen is unusually
large, associated with several disorders including malaria and some cancers
splenorenal /spli nəυ ri n(ə)l/ adjective relating to both the spleen and the kidneys
splenomegaly





splenorenal
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splenorenal anastomosis /spli nəυ
ri n(ə)l ənstə məυss/ noun a surgical operation to join the splenic vein to a renal vein,
as a treatment for portal hypertension
splenovenography /spli nəυvə nɒ&rəfi/
noun X-ray examination of the spleen and the
veins which are connected to it
splint /splnt/ noun a stiff support attached to
a limb to prevent a broken bone from moving
쑗 He had to keep his arm in a splint for several
weeks. 쒁 shin splints
splinter / splntə/ noun a tiny thin piece of
wood or metal which gets under the skin and
can be irritating and cause infection
splinter
haemorrhage
/ splntə
hem(ə)rd/ noun a tiny line of haemorrhaging under the nails or in the eyeball
split /splt/ verb to divide something, or become divided (NOTE: splitting – split)
split personality /splt p! sə nləti/ noun
same as schizoid personality
split-skin graft /splt skn &rɑ ft/ noun a
type of skin graft in which thin layers of skin
are grafted over a wound. Also called Thiersch
splenorenal anastomosis









splenovenography





splint

splinter



splinter haemorrhage



split

split personality



split-skin graft



spotted fever

spongy bone / sp"ndi bəυn/ noun cancellous bone, light bone tissue which forms the
inner core of a bone and also the ends of long
bones. See illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in
Supplement
spontaneous /spɒn teniəs/ adjective happening without any particular outside cause
spontaneous abortion /spɒnteniəs ə
bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun same as miscarriage
spontaneous delivery /spɒnteniəs d
lv(ə)ri/ noun a delivery of a baby which takes
places naturally, without any medical or surgical help
spontaneous pneumothorax /spɒn
teniəs nju məυ θɔ rks / noun a condition
occurring when an opening is created on the
surface of the lung allowing air to leak into the
pleural cavity
spontaneous
version /spɒnteniəs
v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a movement of a fetus to take
up another position in the uterus, caused by the
contractions of the uterus during childbirth or
by the movements of the baby itself before
birth
spoon /spu n/ noun an instrument with a long
handle at one end and a small bowl at the other,
used for taking liquid medicine 쑗 a 5 ml spoon
spoonful / spu nfυl/ noun the quantity
which a spoon can hold 쑗 Take two 5 ml
spoonfuls of the medicine twice a day.
sporadic /spə rdk/ adjective referring to
outbreaks of disease that occur as separate cases, not in epidemics
spore /spɔ / noun a reproductive body of particular bacteria and fungi which can survive in
extremely hot or cold conditions for a long
time
sporicidal /spɔ r sad(ə)l/ adjective killing
spores
sporicide / spɔ rsad/ noun a substance
which kills bacterial spores
sporotrichosis /spɔ rəυtra kəυss/ noun
a fungus infection of the skin which causes abscesses
Sporozoa /spɔ rə zəυə/ noun a type of parasitic Protozoa which includes Plasmodium, the
cause of malaria
sport /spɔ t/ noun 1. the playing of competitive physical games 2. a competitive physical
game
sports injury / spɔ ts ndəri/ noun an injury caused by playing a sport, e.g. a sprained
ankle or tennis elbow
sports medicine / spɔ ts med(ə)sn/ noun
the study of the treatment of sports injuries
spot /spɒt/ noun a small round mark or pimple 쑗 The disease is marked by red spots on the
chest. 왍 to break out in spots or to come out
in spots to have a sudden rash
spotted fever /spɒtd fi və/ noun same as
spongy bone



spontaneous



spontaneous abortion







spondyl-

(used before vowels)





spontaneous version







spondylo-

spondylolisthesis





spondylosis





spondylosyndesis





sponge

sponge bath



spongiform encephalopathy







spongioblastoma





spongioblastomas or spongioblastomata.)
spongiosum /sp"n əυsəm / 쏡 corpus
spongiosum
spongy / sp"ndi/ adjective soft and full of
spongiosum



spongy



holes like a sponge

spoonful



spondylitis /spɒnd lats/ noun inflammation of the vertebrae
spondylo- /spɒndləυ/ prefix referring to the
vertebrae
spondylolisthesis /spɒndləυ lsθəss/
noun a condition in which one of the lumbar
vertebrae moves forwards over the one beneath
spondylosis /spɒnd ləυss/ noun stiffness
in the spine and degenerative changes in the
intervertebral discs, with osteoarthritis. This
condition is common in older people.
spondylosyndesis /spɒndləυsn di ss/
noun same as spinal fusion
sponge /sp"nd/ noun a piece of light absorbent material, either natural or synthetic,
used in bathing and cleaning
sponge bath / sp"n bɑ θ/ noun the act of
washing someone in bed, using a sponge or
damp cloth 쑗 The nurse gave the elderly lady
a sponge bath.
spongiform encephalopathy /sp"ni
fɔ m enkefə lɒpəθi/ noun a brain disease in
humans and animals in which areas of the
brain slowly develop holes in their cells and
begin to look like a sponge
spongioblastoma /sp"niəυbl stəυmə/
noun same as glioblastoma (NOTE: The plural is
spondylitis





spontaneous pneumothorax

spoon

graft

spondyl / spɒndl/ noun same as vertebra
spondyl- /spɒndl/ prefix same as spondylospondyl



spontaneous delivery

sporadic



spore

sporicidal





sporicide



sporotrichosis





Sporozoa



sport

sports injury



sports medicine



spot

spotted fever



meningococcal meningitis
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spotty / spɒti/ adjective covered with pimples
sprain /spren/ noun a condition in which the
ligaments in a joint are stretched or torn because of a sudden movement 쐽 verb to tear the
ligaments in a joint with a sudden movement 쑗
She sprained her wrist when she fell.
spray /spre/ noun 1. a mass of tiny drops 쑗
An aerosol sends out a liquid in a fine spray. 2.
a special liquid for applying to an infection in
a mass of tiny drops 쑗 throat spray or nasal
spray 쐽 verb 1. to send out a liquid in a mass
of tiny drops 쑗 They sprayed disinfectant everywhere. 2. to spray an area with liquid 쑗 They
sprayed the room with disinfectant.
spread /spred/ verb to go out over a large area, or to cause something to do this 쑗 The infection spread right through the adult population. 쑗 Sneezing in a crowded bus can spread
infection. (NOTE: spreading – spread)
spotty



sprain

spray

spread

‘…spreading infection may give rise to cellulitis of
the abdominal wall and abscess formation’
[Nursing Times]
Sprengel’s deformity / spreŋ&əlz d
fɔ mti/, Sprengel’s shoulder /spreŋ&əlz
ʃəυldə/ noun a congenitally malformed

stab

stabbing – stabbed)
stabbing pain / stbŋ pen/ noun pain
which comes in a series of short sharp bursts 쑗
stabbing pain



He had stabbing pains in his chest.
stabilise / stebəlaz/, stabilize verb to make
a condition stable 쑗 We have succeeded in stabilising his blood sugar level. (NOTE: stabilisstabilise



ing – stabilised)
stable / steb(ə)l/ adjective not changing 쑗
stable



Her condition is stable.
stable angina /steb(ə)l n danə/ noun
angina which has not changed for a long time
stab wound / stb wu nd/ noun a deep
wound made by the point of a knife
staccato speech /stəkɑ təυ spi tʃ/ noun
an unusual way of speaking with short pauses
between each word
Stacke’s operation / stkiz ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun a surgical operation to remove the posterior and superior wall of the auditory meatus








staccato speech



shoulder, in which one scapula is smaller and
higher than the other [Described 1891. After
Otto Gerhard Karl Sprengel (1852–1915), German surgeon.]
sprue /spru / noun same as psilosis
spud /sp"d/ noun a needle used to get a piece
sprue

spud

of dust or other foreign body out of the eye
spur /sp! / noun a sharp projecting part of a
bone
sputum / spju təm / noun mucus which is
formed in the inflamed nose, throat or lungs
and is coughed up 쑗 She was coughing up
bloodstained sputum. Also called phlegm
squama / skwemə/ noun a thin piece of
hard tissue, e.g. a thin flake of bone or scale on
the skin (NOTE: The plural is squamae.)
squamo- /skweməυ/ prefix 1. relating to the
squamous part of the temporal bone 2. scaly
squamous / skweməs/ adjective thin and
hard like a scale
squamous bone / skweməs bəυn/ noun a
part of the temporal bone which forms the side
of the skull
squamous cell carcinoma /skweməs
sel kɑ s nəυmə/ noun a common type of cancer which usually develops in the outer layer
of the skin, on the lips, or inside the mouth or
oesophagus. Abbr SCC
squamous epithelium /skweməs ep
θi liəm/ noun epithelium with flat cells like
scales, which forms the lining of the pericardium, the peritoneum and the pleura. Also
called pavement epithelium
squint /skwnt/ noun a condition in which
the eyes focus on different points. Also called
strabismus 쐽 verb to have one eye or both
eyes looking towards the nose 쑗 Babies often
spur

sputum



squama



squamo-

squamous



squamous bone



squamous cell carcinoma





squamous epithelium

squint

SSRI

stab wound





SRN

stable angina

Sprengel’s deformity



appear to squint, but it is corrected as they
grow older.
SRN abbr State Registered Nurse
SSRI abbr selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitor
stab /stb/ noun a sudden burst of pain 쑗 She
had a stab of pain above her right eye. 쐽 verb
to cut by pushing the point of a knife into the
flesh 쑗 He was stabbed in the chest. (NOTE:



Stacke’s operation





[After Ludwig Stacke (1859–1918), German
otologist]
stadium / stediəm/ noun a particular stage
of a disease (NOTE: The plural is stadia.)
stadium invasioni /stediəm nveʃi
əυni/ noun same as incubation period
staff /stɑ f/ noun people who work in an orstadium



stadium invasioni







staff

ganisation such as a hospital, clinic or doctor’s
surgery 쑗 We have 25 full-time medical staff.
쑗 The hospital is trying to recruit more nursing staff. 쑗 The clinic has a staff of 100.
staff midwife /stɑ f mdwaf/ noun a midwife who is on the permanent staff of a hospital
staff nurse / stɑ f n! s/ noun a nurse who is
on the permanent staff of a hospital
stage /sted/ noun a point in the development of a disease at which a decision can be
taken about the treatment which should be given or at which distinctive developments take
place 쑗 The disease has reached a critical
stage. 쑗 This is a symptom of the second stage
of syphilis.
staff midwife



staff nurse



stage

‘…memory changes are associated with early stages
of the disease; in later stages, the patient is frequently incontinent, immobile and unable to communicate’ [Nursing Times]
stagger / st&ə/ verb to move unsteadily
stagger



from side to side while walking
staging / stedŋ/ noun the process of performing tests to learn the extent of a disease
within the body, in order to decide the best
treatment for someone
staging
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stagnant loop syndrome /st&nənt
lu p sndrəυm/ noun a condition which occurs in cases of diverticulosis or of Crohn’s
disease, with steatorrhoea, abdominal pain and
megaloblastic anaemia
stain /sten/ noun a substance used to give
colour to tissues which are going to be examined under the microscope 쐽 verb to treat a
piece of tissue with a dye to increase contrast
before it is examined under the microscope
stagnant loop syndrome



stain

COMMENT: Some stains are designed to have
an affinity only with those chemical, cellular or
bacterial elements in a specimen that are of
interest to a microbiologist; thus the concentration or uptake of a stain, as well as the overall picture, can be diagnostic.
staining / stenŋ/ noun the process of colstaining



ouring tissue, bacterial samples or other materials to make it possible to examine them and
to identify them under the microscope
stalk /stɔ k/ noun a piece of tissue which attaches a growth to the main tissue
Stamey procedure / stemi prəsi də/
noun a surgical operation to cure stress incontinence in women. A minor abdominal incision is made as well as a vaginal incision, and
the neck of the bladder is stitched to the abdominal wall.
stammer / stmə/ noun a speech difficulty
in which someone repeats parts of a word or
the whole word several times or stops to try to
pronounce a word 쑗 He has a bad stammer. 쐽
verb to speak with a stammer
stammerer / stmərə/ noun a person who
stammers
stammering / stmərŋ/ noun difficulty in
speaking, in which the person repeats parts of
a word or the whole word several times or
stops to try to pronounce a word. Also called
stalk

Stamey procedure





stammer



stammerer



stammering



dysphemia

starch

Standard Precautions /stndəd pr
kɔ ʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the most recent set of
guidelines for health care workers on dealing
with blood, all body fluids, secretions and excretions (except sweat), non-intact skin and
mucous membranes. They are designed to reduce the risk of transmission of microorganisms. The Standard Precautions are implemented automatically for everyone, as all patients are presumed to be potentially
infectious.
stand up /stnd "p/ verb 1. to get up from
being on a seat 쑗 He tried to stand up, but did
not have the strength. 2. to hold yourself upright 쑗 She still stands up straight at the age of
ninety-two. (NOTE: standing up – stood up)
stapedectomy /stepi dektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove the stapes (NOTE:
Standard Precautions





stand up



stapedectomy





The plural is stapedectomies.)

stapedial
mobilisation
/stəpi diəl
məυbla zeʃ(ə)n/, stapediolysis /stəpi d
ɒləss/ noun a surgical operation to relieve
deafness by detaching the stapes from the fenestra ovalis (NOTE: The plural of stapediolysis
stapedial mobilisation







is stapediolyses.)
stapes / stepi z/ noun one of the three ossistapes



cles in the middle ear, shaped like a stirrup.
See illustration at EAR in Supplement

COMMENT: The stapes fills the fenestra ovalis,
and is articulated with the incus, which in turn
articulates with the malleus.
staph /stf/ abbr Staphylococcus
staphylectomy /stf lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the uvula (NOTE: The
plural is staphylectomies.)
staphylococcal /stflə kɒk(ə)l/ adjective
staph

staphylectomy





staphylococcal





referring to Staphylococci
staphylococcal poisoning /stfləυ
kɒkəl pɔz(ə)nŋ/ noun poisoning by Staphylococci in food
Staphylococcus /stflə kɒkəs/ noun a
bacterium which grows in a bunch like a bunch
of grapes, and causes boils and food poisoning
staphylococcal poisoning



stamp out /stmp aυt/ verb to remove
something completely 쑗 International organisations have succeeded in stamping out smallpox. 쑗 The government is trying to stamp out
waste in the hospital service.
stand /stnd/ verb 1. to be in an upright position with your bodyweight resting on your
feet, or to put a person in this position 2. to get
to your feet from a sitting position (NOTE:
stamp out



stand

stood)





Staphylococcus





(NOTE: The plural is Staphylococci.)
staphyloma /stf ləυmə/ noun a swelling
of the cornea or the white of the eye (NOTE: The
plural is staphylomas or staphylomata.)
staphylorrhaphy /stf lɔ rəfi/ noun same
as palatorrhaphy (NOTE: The plural is staphylorrhaphies.)
staple / step(ə)l/ noun a small piece of bent
metal, used to attach tissues together 쐽 verb to
staphyloma





staphylorrhaphy

standard / stndəd/ adjective usual, recommended or established 쑗 It is standard practice to take the patient’s temperature twice a
day. 쐽 noun 1. something which has been
agreed upon and is used to measure other
things by 2. a level of quality achieved by
someone or something 쑗 The standard of care
in hospitals has increased over the last years.
쑗 The report criticised the standards of hygiene in the clinic.
standardise / stndədaz/, standardize
verb to make all things of the same type follow
the same standard
standard



standardise







staple



attach tissues with staples
stapler / steplə/ noun a device used in surgery to attach tissues with staples, instead of
suturing
starch /stɑ tʃ/ noun the usual form in which
carbohydrates exist in food, especially in
bread, rice and potatoes. It is broken down by
the digestive process into forms of sugar.
stapler



starch
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starchy / stɑ tʃi/ adjective referring to food
which contains a lot of starch 쑗 He eats too
much starchy food.
Starling’s Law / stɑ lŋz lɔ / noun a law that
the contraction of the ventricles is in proportion to the length of the ventricular muscle fibres at the end of diastole
startle reflex / stɑ t(ə)l ri fleks/ noun the
usual response of a young baby to a sudden
loud noise or a sudden fall through the air, by
contracting the limb and neck muscles
starvation /stɑ veʃ(ə)n/ noun the fact of
having had very little or no food
starvation diet /stɑ veʃ(ə)n daət/ noun
a diet which contains little nourishment, and is
not enough to keep a person healthy
starve /stɑ v/ verb to have little or no food or
nourishment 쑗 The parents let the baby starve
to death.
stasis / stess/ noun a stoppage or slowing
in the flow of a liquid, such as blood in veins,
or food in the intestine
starchy



Starling’s Law



startle reflex



starvation



starvation diet



starve

stasis



‘A decreased blood flow in the extremities has been
associated with venous stasis which may precipitate
vascular complications’ [British Journal of Nursing]
-stasis /stess/ suffix referring to stoppage in
-stasis

the flow of a liquid
stat. /stt/ adverb (written on prescriptions)
immediately. Full form statim
state /stet/ noun the condition of something
or of a person 쑗 His state of health is getting
worse. 쑗 The disease is in an advanced state.
State Enrolled Nurse /stet nrəυld
n! s/ noun Abbr SEN. Now called secondstat.

state

State Enrolled Nurse





level nurse

state of mind /stet əv mand/ noun a general feeling 쑗 He’s in a very miserable state of
mind.
State Registered Nurse /stet redstəd
n! s/ noun Abbr SRN. Now called first-level
state of mind



State Registered Nurse



nurse

statin / sttn/ noun a lipid-lowering drug
which inhibits an enzyme in cholesterol synthesis, used to treat people with, or at high risk
of developing, coronary heart disease
-statin /sttn/ suffix used in generic names
of lipid-lowering drugs 쑗 pravastatin
statistics /stə tstks/ plural noun official
figures which show facts 쑗 Population statistics show that the birth rate is slowing down.
status / stetəs/ noun a state or condition
statin



-statin

statistics



status



‘…the main indications being inadequate fluid and
volume status and need for evaluation of patients
with a history of severe heart disease’ [Southern
Medical Journal]
‘…the standard pulmonary artery catheters have four
lumens from which to obtain information about the
patient’s haemodynamic status’ [RN Magazine]
status asthmaticus /stetəs s mtkəs/
status asthmaticus





noun an attack of bronchial asthma which lasts

for a long time and results in exhaustion and
collapse

status epilepticus /stetəs ep leptkəs/
noun repeated and prolonged epileptic seizures
without recovery of consciousness between
them
status lymphaticus /stetəs lm ftkəs/
noun a condition in which the glands in the
lymphatic system are enlarged
statutory bodies /sttjυt(ə)ri bɒdiz/ plural noun organisations set up by Acts of Parliament to carry out specific functions, e.g. the
Nursing and Midwifery Council, set up to regulate the nursing and midwifery professions
stay /ste/ noun the time which someone
spends in a place 쑗 The patient is only in hospital for a short stay. 쐽 verb to stop in a place
for some time 쑗 She stayed in hospital for two
weeks. 쑗 He’s ill with flu and has to stay in
bed.
STD abbr sexually transmitted disease
steam inhalation /sti m nhə leʃ(ə)n/
noun a treatment for respiratory disease in
which someone breathes in steam with medicinal substances in it
steapsin /sti psn/ noun an enzyme produced by the pancreas, which breaks down fats
in the intestine
stearic acid /stirk sd/ noun one of the
fatty acids
steat- / sti ət/, steato- / sti ətəυ/ prefix referring to fat
steatoma /sti ə təυmə/ noun a cyst in a
blocked sebaceous gland. 쒁 sebaceous cyst
status epilepticus





status lymphaticus





statutory bodies



stay

STD

steam inhalation





steapsin



stearic acid



steat-





steatoma





(NOTE: The plural is steatomata.)
steatopygia /sti ətə pdiə/ noun excessive
steatopygia





fat on the buttocks
steatorrhoea /sti ətə rə/ noun a condition
in which fat is passed in the faeces
Stein-Leventhal
syndrome
/stan
levəntɑ l sndrəυm / noun 쏡 polycystic ovasteatorrhoea





Stein-Leventhal syndrome



ry syndrome [Described 1935. After Irving F.
Stein (b. 1887), US gynaecologist; Michael Leo
Leventhal (1901–71), US obstetrician and gynaecologist.]
Steinmann’s pin /stanmnz pn/ noun a
Steinmann’s pin



pin for attaching traction wires to a fractured
bone [Described 1907. After Fritz Steinmann
(1872–1932), Swiss surgeon.]

stellate / stelet/ adjective shaped like a star
stellate fracture /stelet frktʃə/ noun a
fracture of the kneecap shaped like a star
stellate ganglion /stelet &ŋ&liən/ noun
a group of nerve cells in the neck, shaped like
a star
Stellwag’s sign / stelvɑ &z san/ noun a
symptom of exophthalmic goitre, where someone does not blink often, because the eyeball is
protruding [After Carl Stellwag von Carion
stellate



stellate fracture



stellate ganglion



Stellwag’s sign



(1823–1904), ophthalmologist in Vienna, Austria]
stem /stem/ noun a thin piece of tissue which
stem

attaches an organ or growth to the main tissue
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sternohyoid

steno- /stenəυ/ prefix narrow or constricted
stenose /ste nəυs/ verb to make something
narrow
stenosed valve /stenəυst vlv/ noun a
valve which has become narrow or constricted
stenosing condition /ste nəυs kən
dʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition which makes a passage narrow
stenosis /ste nəυss/ noun a condition in
which a passage becomes narrow
stenostomia /stenəυ stəυmiə/, stenostomy /ste nɒstəmi/ noun the narrowing of an
opening
Stensen’s duct /stensənz d"kt/ noun a
duct which carries saliva from the parotid
glands [Described 1661. After Niels Stensen

sterile / steral/ adjective 1. with no harmful
microorganisms present 쑗 a sterile environment 2. not able to produce children
sterile dressing /steral dresŋ/ noun a
dressing which is sold in a sterile pack, ready
for use
sterilisation /sterla zeʃ(ə)n/, sterilization noun 1. the action of making instruments
or areas completely free from microorganisms
which might cause infection 2. a procedure
that makes someone unable to have children

(1638–86), Danish physician and priest, anatomist, physiologist and theologian.]
stent /stent/ noun a support of artificial mate-

something completely free from microorganisms which might cause infection 2. to make
someone unable to have children
steriliser / sterəlazə/, sterilizer noun a machine for sterilising surgical instruments by
steam or boiling water
sterilising / sterlazŋ/ adjective able to kill
microorganisms 쑗 Wipe the surface with sterilising fluid.
sterility /stə rlti/ noun 1. the state of being
free from microorganisms 2. the state of being
unable to have children
Steri-Strips / steri strps/ a trademark for
thin paper strips which are placed over an incision in the skin. They help its edges to come
together and form a scar.
sternal / st! n(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
breastbone
sternal angle /st! n(ə)l ŋ&(ə)l/ noun the
ridge of bone where the manubrium articulates
with the body of the sternum
sternal puncture /st! n(ə)l p"ŋktʃə/
noun a surgical operation to remove a sample
of bone marrow from the breastbone for testing
sterno- /st! nəυ/ prefix relating to the breastbone
sternoclavicular /st! nəυklə vkjυlə/ adjective referring to the sternum and the clavicle
sternoclavicular
angle /st! nəυklə
vkjυlə ŋ&əl/ noun the angle between the
sternum and the clavicle
sternocleidomastoid muscle /st! nəυ
kladəυ mstɔd m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle in
the neck, running from the breastbone to the
mastoid process
sternocostal /st! nəυ kɒst(ə)l/ adjective
referring to the sternum and ribs
sternocostal
joint /st! nəυ kɒst(ə)l
dɔnt/ noun a joint where the breastbone
joins a rib
sternohyoid /st! nəυ haɔd/ adjective relating to the sternum and the hyoid bone

steno-

stenose



stenosed valve



stenosing condition





stenosis



stenostomia







Stensen’s duct



stent

rial often inserted in a tube or vessel which has
been sutured
step /step/ noun a movement of the foot and
the leg as in walking 쑗 He took two steps forward. 쑗 The baby is taking her first steps.
step up /step "p/ verb to increase something (informal ) 쑗 The doctor has stepped up
the dosage.
sterco- /st! kəυ/ prefix referring to faeces
stercobilin /st! kə baln/ noun a brown
pigment which colours the faeces
stercobilinogen
/st! kəba lnəden/
noun a substance which is broken down from
bilirubin and produces stercobilin
stercolith / st! kəlθ/ noun a hard ball of
dried faeces in the bowel
stercoraceous /st! kə reʃəs/ adjective 1.
made of or containing faeces 2. similar to faeces
stereognosis /steriɒ& nəυss/ noun the
ability to tell the shape of an object in three dimensions by means of touch
stereoscopic
vision
/steriəskɒpk
v(ə)n/ noun the ability to judge the distance
and depth of an object by binocular vision
stereotactic /steriəυ tktk/ adjective referring to procedures which use coordinates
put into a computer or scanner in order to locate and operate upon tumours precisely. Examples are biopsies, surgery or radiation therapy.
stereotaxy /steriəυ tksi/, stereotaxic
surgery / steriəυtksk s! dəri/ noun a
surgical procedure to identify a point in the interior of the brain, before an operation can begin, to locate exactly the area to be operated on
stereotypy / steriəυtapi/ noun the repetition of the same action or word again and
again
Sterets / sterəts/ a trademark for a type of
swab used for cleaning the skin before an injection
step

step up



sterco-

stercobilin





stercobilinogen





stercolith



stercoraceous





stereognosis





stereoscopic vision



stereotactic





stereotaxy









stereotypy



Sterets



sterile



sterile dressing



sterilisation





COMMENT: Sterilisation of a woman can be
done by removing the ovaries or cutting the
Fallopian tubes. Sterilisation of a man is carried out by cutting the vas deferens (vasectomy).
sterilise / sterlaz/, sterilize verb 1. to make
sterilise



steriliser



sterilising



sterility



Steri-Strips



sternal



sternal angle



sternal puncture



sterno-

sternoclavicular





sternoclavicular angle





sternocleidomastoid muscle





sternocostal





sternocostal joint



sternohyoid
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sternohyoid muscle /st! nəυ haɔd
m"s(ə)l/ noun a muscle in the neck which
runs from the breastbone into the hyoid bone
sternomastoid /st! nəυ mstɔd/ adjective referring to the breastbone and the mastoid
sternomastoid
tumour
/st! nəυ
mstɔd tju mə/ noun a benign tumour
which appears in the sternomastoid muscle in
newborn babies
sternotomy /st! nɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to cut through the breastbone, so as
to be able to operate on the heart
sternum / st! nəm/ noun same as breaststernohyoid muscle





sternomastoid





sternomastoid tumour





sternotomy



sternum



bone

vens (1884–1945); Frank Chambliss Johnson
(1894–1934), physicians in New York, USA.]
sthenia / sθi niə/ noun a condition of great
sthenia



strength or vitality
STI abbr sexually transmitted infection
stick /stk/ verb to attach something, to fix
things together, e.g. with glue 쑗 In bad cases
of conjunctivitis the eyelids can stick together.
sticking plaster / stkŋ plɑ stə/ noun an
adhesive plaster or tape used to cover a small
wound or to attach a pad of dressing to the skin
sticky / stki/ adjective able to become easily
attached like glue
sticky eye / stki a/ noun a condition in babies in which the eyes remain closed because
of conjunctivitis
stiff /stf/ adjective not able to be bent or
moved easily 쑗 My knee is stiff after playing
football.
stiffly / stfli/ adverb in a stiff way 쑗 He is
walking stiffly because of the pain in his hip.
stiff neck /stf nek/ noun a condition in
which moving the neck is painful, usually
caused by a strained muscle or by sitting in a
cold wind
stiffness / stfnəs/ noun the fact of being
stiff 쑗 arthritis accompanied by stiffness in the
joints
stigma / st&mə/ noun a visible symptom
which shows that someone has a particular disease (NOTE: The plural is stigmas or stigmata.)
stilet /sta let/ noun 1. a fine wire used as a
probe in surgery 2. a wire inserted in a catheter
to give it rigidity
stillbirth / stlb! θ/ noun the birth of a dead
fetus, more than 28 weeks after conception
STI

stick

sticking plaster



sticky



sticky eye

COMMENT: The sternum runs from the neck to
the bottom of the diaphragm. It is formed of
the manubrium (the top section), the body of
the sternum and the xiphoid process. The upper seven pairs of ribs are attached to the
sternum.
sternutatory /st! nju tətəri/ noun a substernutatory



stance which makes someone sneeze
steroid / stərɔd/ noun any of several chemical compounds, including the sex hormones,
which have characteristic ring systems and
which affect the body and its functions
steroid



COMMENT: The word steroid is usually used to
refer to corticosteroids. Synthetic steroids are
used in steroid therapy, to treat arthritis, asthma and some blood disorders. They are also
used by some athletes to improve their physical strength, but these are banned by athletic
organisations and can have serious side-effects.
steroidal / stərɔdəl/ adjective containing
steroids. Opposite non-steroidal
sterol / stərɒl/ noun an insoluble substance
steroidal



sterol



which belongs to the steroid alcohols, e.g. cholesterol
stertor / st! tə/ noun noisy breathing sounds
in someone unconscious
stertorous / st! t(ə)rəs/ adjective characterised by heavy snoring
steth- /steθ/, stetho- / steθə/ prefix referring
to the chest
stethograph / steθə&rɑ f/ noun an instrument which records breathing movements of
the chest
stethography /ste θɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of recording movements of the chest
stethometer /ste θɒmtə/ noun an instrument which records how far the chest expands
when a person breathes in
stethoscope / steθəskəυp/ noun a surgical
instrument with two earpieces connected to a
tube and a metal disc, used by doctors to listen
to sounds made inside the body, e.g. the
sounds of the heart or lungs
Stevens-Johnson syndrome /sti vənz
dɒnsən sndrəυm/ noun a severe form of
erythema multiforme affecting the face and
genitals, caused by an allergic reaction to
drugs [Described 1922. After Albert Mason Stestertor



stertorous



steth-



stethograph



stethography



stethometer



stethoscope



Stevens-Johnson syndrome





stiff

stiffly



stiff neck

stiffness



stigma



stilet



stillbirth



(informal )

stillborn / stlbɔ n/ adjective referring to a
baby born dead 쑗 Her first child was stillborn.
Still’s disease / stlz dzi z/ noun arthritis
affecting children, similar to rheumatoid arthritis in adults [Described 1896. After Sir
stillborn



Still’s disease





George Frederic Still (1868–1941), British paediatrician and physician to the king.]
stimulant / stmjυlənt/ noun a substance
which makes part of the body function faster 쑗
Caffeine is a stimulant. 쐽 adjective increasing
stimulant



body function
COMMENT: Natural stimulants include some
hormones, and drugs such as digitalis which
encourage a weak heart. Drinks such as tea
and coffee contain stimulants.
stimulate / stmjυlet/ verb to make a person
or organ react, respond or function 쑗 The therstimulate



apy should stimulate the patient into attempting to walk unaided. 쑗 The drug stimulates the
heart.
stimulation /stmjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the action of stimulating something
stimulus / stmjυləs/ noun something which
has an effect on a person or a part of the body
stimulation



stimulus
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and makes them react (NOTE: The plural is stimuli.)

sting /stŋ/ noun the piercing of the skin by an
insect which passes a toxic substance into the
bloodstream 쐽 verb (of an insect) to make a
hole in the skin and pass a toxic substance into
the blood 쑗 He was stung by a wasp.
sting

COMMENT: Stings by some insects such as
tsetse flies can transmit a bacterial infection to
a person. Other insects such as bees pass
toxic substances into the bloodstream of the
affected person, causing irritating swellings.
Some people are strongly allergic to insect
stings.
stinging / stŋŋ/ adjective referring to a
stinging



sharp unpleasant feeling of pricking or burning
쑗 a sudden stinging sensation in the back of
her leg
stirrup / strəp/ noun same as stapes
stirrup bone / strəp bəυn/ noun same as
stirrup



stirrup bone



stapes

stitch /sttʃ/ noun 1. same as suture 2 쑗 He
had three stitches in his head. 쑗 The doctor
told her to come back in ten days’ time to have
the stitches taken out. 2. pain caused by cramp
in the side of the body after running 쑗 He had
to stop running because he developed a stitch.
쐽 verb same as suture 쑗 They tried to stitch
back the finger which had been cut off in an accident.
stitch abscess / sttʃ bses/ noun an abscess which forms at the site of a stitch or suture
stock culture /stɒk k"ltʃə/ noun the basic
culture of bacteria, from which other cultures
can be taken
stocking / stɒkŋ/ noun a close-fitting piece
of clothing to cover the leg
Stokes–Adams
syndrome /stəυks
dəmz sndrəυm/ noun a loss of consciousness due to the stopping of the action of the
heart because of asystole or fibrillation [After
stitch

stitch abscess



stock culture



stocking



Stokes–Adams syndrome



William Stokes (1804–78), Irish physician; Robert Adams (1791–1875), Irish surgeon]
stoma / stəυmə/ noun 1. any opening into a
cavity in the body 2. the mouth 3. a colostomy
(informal ) (NOTE: [all senses] The plural is stomata.)
stomach / st"mək/ noun 1. the part of the
stoma



stomach



body shaped like a bag, into which food passes
after being swallowed and where the process
of digestion continues 쑗 She complained of
pains in the stomach or of stomach pains. 쑗 He
has had stomach trouble for some time. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
2. the abdomen (informal ) 쑗 He had been
kicked in the stomach. (NOTE: For other terms
referring to the stomach, see words beginning
with gastr-, gastro-.)
COMMENT: The stomach is situated in the top
of the abdomen, and on the left side of the
body between the oesophagus and the duodenum. Food is partly broken down by hydro-

stoop

chloric acid and other gastric juices secreted
by the walls of the stomach and is mixed and
squeezed by the action of the muscles of the
stomach, before being passed on into the duodenum. The stomach continues the digestive process started in the mouth, but few substances, except alcohol and honey, are actually absorbed into the bloodstream in the
stomach.
stomach ache / st"mək ek/ noun pain in
stomach ache



the abdomen or stomach, caused by eating too
much food or by an infection
stomach cramp / st"mək krmp/ noun a
sharp spasm of the stomach muscles
stomach hernia noun same as gastrocele
stomach pump / st"mək p"mp/ noun an
instrument for sucking out the contents of the
stomach, e.g. to extract a poison that has been
swallowed
stomach tube / st"mək tju b/ noun a tube
passed into the stomach to wash it out or to
take samples of the contents
stomach upset / st"mək "pset/ noun a
slight infection of the stomach 쑗 She is in bed
with a stomach upset. Also called upset stomstomach cramp



stomach hernia

stomach pump



stomach tube



stomach upset



ach

stomach washout /st"mək wɒʃaυt/ noun
same as gastric lavage
stomal / stəυm(ə)l/ adjective referring to a
stoma
stomal ulcer /stəυm(ə)l "lsə/ noun an ulcer in the region of the jejunum
stomat- /stəυmət/ prefix same as stomatostomach washout



stomal



stomal ulcer



stomat-

(used before vowels)
stomatitis /stəυmə tats/ noun inflammastomatitis





tion of the inside of the mouth
stomato- /stəυmətə/ prefix referring to the
mouth
stomatology /stəυmə tɒlədi/ noun a
branch of medicine which studies diseases of
the mouth
-stomy /stəmi/ suffix meaning an operation to
make an opening
stone /stəυn/ noun 1. same as calculus
stomato-

stomatology





-stomy

stone

(informal ) (NOTE: For other terms referring to
stones, see words beginning with lith-, litho-, or
ending with -lith.) 2. a measure of weight equal
to 14 pounds or 6.35 kilograms 쑗 He tried to
lose weight and lost three stone. 쑗 She weighs

eight stone ten (i.e. 8 stone 10 pounds).
stone-deaf /stəυn def/ adjective totally
deaf
stool /stu l/ noun 1. an act of emptying the
bowels 2. a piece of solid waste matter which
is passed out of the bowels 쑗 an abnormal
stool 쑗 loose stools 쑗 a stool test (NOTE: Often
used in the plural.) 쐽 verb to pass a piece of solid matter out of the bowels
stoop /stu p/ noun a position where especially the top of your back is bent forward 쑗 He
walks with a stoop. 쐽 verb to have a stoop 쑗
He is seventy-five and stoops.
stone-deaf



stool

stoop
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stop needle / stɒp ni d(ə)l/ noun a needle
with a ring round it, so that it can only be
pushed a specific distance into the body
stoppage / stɒpd/ noun an act of stopping
the function of an organ
storage disease / stɔ rd dzi z/ noun a
disease in which unusual amounts of a substance accumulate in a part of the body
stove-in chest /stəυv n tʃest/ noun an injury resulting from an accident, where several
ribs are broken and pushed towards the inside
strabismal /strə bzm(ə)l/ adjective with the
eyes focusing on different points
strabismus /strə bzməs/ noun a condition
in which the eyes focus on different points.
Also called squint, heterotropia
strabotomy /strə bɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to divide the muscles of the eye in
order to correct a squint
straight /stret/ adjective with no irregularities such as bends, curves or angles
straighten / stret(ə)n/ verb to make something straight, or become straight 쑗 Her arthritis is so bad that she cannot straighten her
knees.
strain /stren/ noun 1. a condition in which a
muscle has been stretched or torn by a strong
or sudden movement 2. a group of microorganisms which are different from others of the
same type 쑗 a new strain of influenza virus 3.
nervous tension and stress 쑗 Her work is causing her a lot of strain. 쑗 He is suffering from
nervous strain and needs to relax. 쐽 verb to
stretch a muscle too far 쑗 He strained his back
lifting the table. 쑗 She had to leave the game
with a strained calf muscle. 쑗 The effort of
running upstairs strained his heart.
strand /strnd/ noun a thread
strangle / strŋ&əl/ verb to kill someone by
squeezing the throat so that he or she cannot
breathe or swallow
strangulated / strŋ&jυletd/ adjective referring to part of the body which is caught in
an opening in such a way that the circulation of
blood is stopped
strangulated hernia /strŋ&jυletd
h! niə/ noun a condition in which part of the
intestine is squeezed in a hernia and the supply
of blood to it is cut off
strangulation /strŋ&jυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of squeezing a passage in the body
strangury / strŋ&jυri/ noun a condition in
which very little urine is passed, although the
person wants to urinate, caused by a bladder
disorder or by a stone in the urethra
strap /strp/ verb 왍 to strap (up) to wrap a
bandage round a limb tightly, to attach tightly
쑗 The nurses strapped up his stomach wound.
쑗 The patient was strapped to the stretcher.
stop needle



stoppage



storage disease





stove-in chest



strabismal



strabismus



strabotomy



straight

straighten



strain

strand

strangle



strangulated



strangulated hernia



strangulation



strangury



strap



strapping / strpŋ/ noun wide strong bandages or adhesive plaster used to bandage a
large part of the body
Strategic Health Authority /strəti dk
helθ ɔ θɒrti/ noun in the UK, an organisation, accountable to government, that assesses
the health needs of local people and ensures
that local health services are commissioned
and provided to meet those needs. Abbr StHA
stratified / strtfad/ adjective made of several layers
stratified epithelium /strtfad ep
θi liəm/ noun epithelium formed of several
layers of cells
stratum / strɑ təm/ noun a layer of tissue
forming the epidermis (NOTE: The plural is strastrapping



Strategic Health Authority





stratified



stratified epithelium





stratum



ta.)
COMMENT: The main layers of the epidermis
are: the stratum germinativum or stratum
basale: this layer produces the cells that are
pushed up to form the other layers; the stratum granulosum, a layer with granular cells
under the stratum lucidum, a thin clear layer
of dead and dying cells, and the surface layer,
or stratum corneum, a layer of dead keratinised cells which progressively fall off.

strawberry mark / strɔ b(ə)ri mɑ k/ noun a
red birthmark in children, which will often disappear in later life
streak /stri k/ noun a long thin line of a different colour
strength /streŋθ/ noun the fact of being
strong 쑗 After her illness she had no strength
in her limbs.
strengthen / streŋθ(ə)n/ verb to make something strong
strenuous / strenjuəs/ adjective referring to
exercise which involves using a lot of force 쑗
Avoid doing any strenuous exercise for some
time while the wound heals.
strep throat /strep θrəυt/ noun an infection of the throat by a streptococcus (informal )
strepto- /streptə/ prefix referring to organisms which grow in chains
streptobacillus /streptəbə sləs/ noun a
type of bacterium which forms a chain
streptococcal /streptə kɒk(ə)l/ adjective
caused by a streptococcus
streptococcus /streptə kɒkəs/ noun a genus of bacteria which grows in long chains,
and causes fevers such as scarlet fever, tonsillitis and rheumatic fever (NOTE: The plural is
strawberry mark



streak

strength

strengthen



strenuous



strep throat



strepto-

streptobacillus





streptococcal





streptococcus





streptococci.)

streptodornase /streptə dɔ nes/ noun an
enzyme formed by streptococci which can
make pus liquid
streptokinase /streptə kanez/ noun an
enzyme formed by streptococci which can
break down blood clots and is therefore used in
the treatment of myocardial infarction
streptodornase





streptokinase
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streptolysin /strep tɒləsn/ noun a toxin
produced by streptococci in rheumatic fever,
which acts to destroy red blood cells
Streptomyces /streptə masi z/ noun a genus of bacteria used to produce antibiotics
streptomycin /streptə masn/ noun an antibacterial drug used mainly for the treatment
of tuberculosis
stress /stres/ noun 1. physical pressure on an
object or part of the body 2. a factor or combination of factors in a person’s life which make
him or her feel tired and anxious 3. a condition
in which an outside influence such as overwork or a mental or emotional state such as
anxiety changes the working of the body and
can affect the hormone balance
stress disorder / stres dsɔ də/ noun a disorder caused by stress
stress fracture / stres frktʃə/ noun a
fracture of a bone caused by excessive force,
as in some types of sport. Also called fatigue
streptolysin



Streptomyces





streptomycin





stress

stress disorder





stress fracture



fracture

stroke patient

the abdomen of a pregnant woman or of a
woman who has recently given birth
striated /stra etd/ adjective marked with
pale lines
striated muscle /stra etd m"s(ə)l/ noun
a type of muscle found in skeletal muscles
whose movements are controlled by the central nervous system. Also called striped musstriated



striated muscle



cle

strict /strkt/ adjective severe, which must not
be changed 쑗 She has to follow a strict diet. 쑗
The doctor was strict with the patients who
wanted to drink alcohol in the hospital.
stricture / strktʃə/ noun the narrowing of a
passage in the body
stricturoplasty / strktʃərə̃υplsti/ noun
a surgical operation in which a part of the intestine is widened
stridor / stradɔ /, stridulus / stradjυləs/
noun a sharp high sound made when air passes
an obstruction in the larynx. 쒁 laryngismus
strike-through / strak θru / noun blood absorbed right through a dressing so as to be visible on the outside
strict

stricture



stricturoplasty





stridor





strike-through

stress incontinence / stres nkɒntnəns/
noun a condition in women in which the muscles in the floor of the pelvis become incapable
of retaining urine when the intra-abdominal
pressure is raised by coughing or laughing
stress reaction / stres rikʃən/ noun a response to an outside stimulus which disturbs
the usual physiological balance of the body
stress-related illness /stres rletd
lnəs/ noun an illness which is due in part or
completely to stress
stretch /stretʃ/ verb to pull something out, or
make something longer
stretcher / stretʃə/ noun a folding bed, with
handles, on which an injured person can be
carried by two people 쑗 She was carried out of
the restaurant on a stretcher. 쑗 Some of the accident victims could walk to the ambulances,
but there were several stretcher cases.
stretcher bearer / stretʃə beərə/ noun a
person who helps to carry a stretcher
stretcher case / stretʃə kes/ noun a person
who is so ill that he or she has to be carried on
a stretcher
stretcher party / stretʃə pɑ ti/ noun a
group of people who carry a stretcher and look
after the person on it
stretch mark / stretʃ mɑ k/ noun a mark on
the skin of the abdomen of a pregnant woman
or of a woman who has recently given birth. 쒁
stress incontinence





stress reaction





stress-related illness





stretch

stretcher



stretcher bearer



stretcher case



stretcher party



stretch mark



striae gravidarum
stretch reflex / stretʃ ri fleks/ noun a restretch reflex



flex reaction of a muscle which contracts after
being stretched
stria / straə/ noun a pale line on skin which
is stretched, as in obese people (NOTE: The plustria



ral is striae.)

striae
gravidarum /strai
&rv
deərəm/ plural noun the lines on the skin of

‘If strike-through occurs, the wound dressing should
be repadded, not removed’ [British Journal of Nursing]
string sign / strŋ san/ noun a thin line
string sign



which appears on the ileum, a sign of regional
ileitis or Crohn’s disease
strip /strp/ noun a long thin piece of material
or tissue 쑗 The nurse bandaged the wound
with strips of gauze. 쑗 He grafted a strip of
skin over the burn. 쐽 verb to take off something, especially clothes 쑗 The patients had to
strip for the medical examination. 왍 to strip to
the waist to take off the clothes on the top part
of the body
striped muscle / strapt m"s(ə)l/ noun
same as striated muscle
stripper / strpə/ noun an instrument in the
form of a flexible wire with an olive-shaped
end used for stripping varicose veins
stripping / strpŋ/ noun a surgical operation
to remove varicose veins
stroke /strəυk/ noun same as cerebrovascular accident 쑗 He had a stroke and died. 쑗 She
was paralysed after a stroke. 쐽 verb to touch
something or someone softly with the fingers
strip

striped muscle



stripper



stripping



stroke

‘…stroke is the third most frequent cause of death in
developed countries after ischaemic heart disease
and cancer’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
‘…raised blood pressure may account for as many as
70% of all strokes. The risk of stroke rises with both
systolic and diastolic blood pressure’ [British
Journal of Hospital Medicine]
COMMENT: There are two causes of stroke:
cerebral haemorrhage (haemorrhagic stroke),
when an artery bursts and blood leaks into the
brain, and cerebral thrombosis (occlusive
stroke), where a blood clot blocks an artery.
stroke patient / strəυk peʃ(ə)nt/ noun a
stroke patient

striae gravidarum









person who has had a stroke
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stroke volume / strəυk vɒlju m/ noun the
amount of blood pumped out of the ventricle at
each heartbeat
stroma / strəυmə/ noun tissue which supports an organ, as opposed to the parenchyma
or functioning tissues in the organ
Strongyloides /strɒndi lɔdi z/ noun a
parasitic worm which infests the intestines
strongyloidiasis
/strɒndilɔ daəss/
noun the fact of being infested with Strongyloides which enters the skin and then travels to
the lungs and the intestines
strontium / strɒntiəm/ noun a metallic element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Sr.)
strontium-90 /strɒntiəm nanti/ noun an
isotope of strontium which is formed in nuclear reactions and, because it is part of the fallout
of nuclear explosions, can enter the food
chain, attacking in particular the bones of humans and animals
structure / str"ktʃə/ noun the way in which
an organ or muscle is formed
struma / stru mə/ noun a goitre
strychnine / strkni n/ noun a poisonous alkaloid drug, made from the seeds of a tropical
tree, and formerly used in small doses as a tonic
Stryker frame / strakə frem/ noun a special piece of equipment on which a patient can
easily be rotated by a nurse, used for patients
with spinal injuries
ST segment /es ti se&mənt/, S-T segment noun the part of an electrocardiogram,
between the points labelled S and T, immediately before the last phase of the cardiac cycle.
stroke volume



stroma



Strongyloides





strongyloidiasis





strontium



strontium-90



structure



struma



strychnine



Stryker frame



ST segment



쒁 PQRST complex
student / stju d(ə)nt/ noun a person who is
studying at a college or university 쑗 All the
student



medical students have to spend some time in
the hospital.
student nurse / stju d(ə)nt n! s/ noun a
person who is studying to become a nurse
study / st"di/ noun the act of examining
something to learn about it 쑗 She’s making a
study of diseases of small children. 쑗 They
have finished their study of the effects of the
drug on pregnant women. 쐽 verb to examine
something to learn about it 쑗 He’s studying
pharmacy. 쑗 Doctors are studying the results
of the screening programme.
stuffy / st"fi/, stuffed up /st"ft "p/ adjective referring to a nose which is blocked with
inflamed mucous membrane and mucus
student nurse



study



stuffy





(informal )
stump /st"mp/ noun a short piece of a limb
stump

which is left after the rest has been amputated
stun /st"n/ verb to knock someone out by a
blow to the head
stunt /st"nt/ verb to stop something growing
쑗 The children’s development was stunted by
disease.
stun

stunt

stupe /stju p/ noun a wet medicated dressing
used as a compress
stupor / stju pə/ noun a state of being semiconscious 쑗 After the party several people
were found lying on the floor in a stupor.
Sturge-Weber syndrome /st! d webə
sndrəυm/ noun a dark red mark on the skin
above the eye, together with similar marks inside the brain, possibly causing epileptic fits
stutter / st"tə/ noun a speech problem where
someone repeats the sound at the beginning of
a word several times 쑗 He is taking therapy to
try to cure his stutter. 쐽 verb to speak with a
stutter
stuttering / st"tərŋ/ noun same as stamstupe

stupor



Sturge-Weber syndrome



stutter



stuttering



mering
stye /sta/ noun same as hordeolum
stylet / stalət/ noun 1. a very thin piece of
stye

stylet



wire which is put into a catheter or hollow needle so that it will not become blocked when it
is not being used 2. any long thin pointed instrument
stylo- /staləυ/ prefix referring to the styloid
process
styloglossus /staləυ &lɒsəs/ noun a muscle which links the tongue to the styloid process
styloid / stalɔd/ adjective pointed
styloid process / stalɔd prəυses/ noun a
piece of bone which projects from the bottom
of the temporal bone
stylus / staləs/ noun a long thin instrument
used for applying antiseptics or ointments to
the skin
styptic / stptk/ noun a substance which
stops bleeding 쐽 adjective used to stop bleeding
styptic pencil /stptk pens(ə)l/ noun a
stick of alum, used to stop bleeding from small
cuts
sub- /s"b/ prefix underneath or below
subabdominal /s"bəb dɒmn(ə)l/ adjective beneath the abdomen
subacute /s"bə kju t/ adjective referring to
a condition which is not acute but may become
chronic
subacute bacterial endocarditis /
s"bəkju t bktiəriəl endəυkɑ dats/,
subacute infective endocarditis /s"bəkju t
nfektv endəυkɑ dats/ noun an infection of the membrane covering the inner surfaces of the heart caused by bacteria
subacute combined degeneration of
the spinal cord /s"bəkju t kəmband d
denəreʃ(ə)n əv ðə span(ə)l kɔ d/ noun a
condition, caused by Vitamin B12 deficiency,
in which the sensory and motor nerves in the
spinal cord become damaged and the person
has difficulty in moving
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis
/s"bəkju t sklə rəυsŋ pnenkefə lats /
stylo-

styloglossus





styloid



styloid process



stylus



styptic



styptic pencil



sub-

subabdominal





subacute





subacute bacterial endocarditis















subacute combined degeneration of the spinal cord







subacute sclerosing panencephalitis
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noun a rare inflammatory disease of the brain,

mostly affecting children. It is linked to having
measles at a very young age, and is usually fatal.
subarachnoid /s"bə rknɔd/ adjective
beneath the arachnoid membrane
subarachnoid
haemorrhage /s"bə
rknɔd hem(ə)rd/ noun bleeding into the
cerebrospinal fluid of the subarachnoid space
subarachnoid space /s"bərknɔd
spes/ noun a space between the arachnoid
membrane and the pia mater in the brain, containing cerebrospinal fluid
subaxillary /s"bk sləri/ adjective beneath the armpit
subcartilaginous /s"bkɑ t ldnəs/ adjective 1. beneath cartilage or a body part composed of cartilage 2. made partly of cartilage
subclavian /s"b kleviən/ adjective underneath the clavicle
subclavian artery /s"bkleviən ɑ təri/
noun one of two arteries branching from the
aorta on the left and from the innominate artery on the right, continuing into the brachial
arteries and supplying blood to each arm
subclavian vein /s"bkleviən ven/ noun
one of the veins which continue the axillary
veins into the brachiocephalic vein
subclinical /s"b klnk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a disease which is present in the body,
but which has not yet developed any symptoms
subconscious /s"b kɒnʃəs/ noun the part
of a person’s mental processes which he or she
is not aware of most of the time, but which can
affect his or her actions 쐽 adjective present in
the mind although a person is not aware of it
subcortex /s"b kɔ teks/ noun the parts of
the brain immediately beneath the cerebral
cortex
subcortical /s"b kɔ tk(ə)l/ adjective beneath a cortex
subcostal /s"b kɒst(ə)l/ adjective below the
ribs
subcostal plane /s"bkɒst(ə)l plen/ noun
an imaginary horizontal line drawn across the
front of the abdomen below the ribs
subcranial /s"b kreniəl/ adjective beneath
the dome of the skull
subculture / s"bk"ltʃə/ noun a culture of
bacteria which is taken from a stock culture
subculturing /s"b k"ltʃərŋ/ noun the act
of taking a culture of bacteria from a stock culture
subcutaneous /s"bkju teniəs/ adjective
under the skin. Abbr s.c.
subcutaneous injection /s"bkju teniəs
n dekʃən/ noun same as hypodermic injecsubarachnoid





subarachnoid haemorrhage



subarachnoid space





subaxillary





subcartilaginous





subclavian



subclavian artery



subclavian vein



subclinical



subconscious



subcortex



subcortical



subcostal



subcostal plane



subcranial



subculture



subculturing



subcutaneous





subcutaneous injection





tion





submandibular gland

subcutaneous oedema /s"bkju teniəs
 di mə/ noun a fluid collecting under the skin,
usually at the ankles
subcutaneous tissue /s"bkju teniəs
tʃu / noun fatty tissue under the skin
subdural /s"b djυərəl/ adjective between
the dura mater and the arachnoid
subdural haematoma /s"bdjυərəl hi mə
təυmə/ noun a haematoma between the dura
mater and the arachnoid which displaces the
brain, caused by a blow on the head
subglottis /s"b &lɒts/ noun the lowest part
of the laryngeal cavity, below the vocal folds
subinvolution /s"bnvə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition in which a part of the body does not
go back to its former size and shape after having swollen or stretched, as in the case of the
uterus after childbirth
subject / s"bdkt/ noun 1. a patient, a person who has a particular disease 쑗 The hospital has developed a new treatment for arthritic
subjects. 2. something which is being studied
or written about 쑗 The subject of the article is
‘Rh-negative babies’.
subjective /səb dektv/ adjective representing the views or feelings of the person concerned and not impartial 쑗 The psychiatrist
gave a subjective opinion on the patient’s
problem. Compare objective
subject to / s"bdekt tυ/ adverb likely to
experience 쑗 The patient is subject to fits. 쑗
After returning from the tropics she was subject to attacks of malaria.
sublimate / s"blmet/ noun a deposit left
when a vapour condenses 쐽 verb to convert violent emotion into action which is not antisocial
sublimation /s"bl meʃ(ə)n/ noun a psychological process in which violent emotions
which would otherwise be expressed in antisocial behaviour are directed into actions which
are socially acceptable
subliminal /s"b lmn(ə)l/ adjective too
slight to be noticed by the senses
sublingual /s"b lŋ&wəl/ adjective under the
tongue
subcutaneous oedema











subcutaneous tissue

subdural



subdural haematoma





subglottis



subinvolution





subject



subjective



subject to



sublimate



sublimation





subliminal



sublingual



‘…the sublingual region has a rich blood supply derived from the carotid artery and indicates changes in
central body temperature more rapidly than the rectum’ [Nursing Times]
sublingual gland /s"b lŋ&wəl &lnd/
sublingual gland



noun a salivary gland under the tongue
subluxation /s"bl"k seʃ(ə)n/ noun a consubluxation





dition in which a joint is partially dislocated
submandibular /s"bmn dbjυlə/ adjective under the lower jaw
submandibular ganglion /s"bmndbjυlə
&ŋ&liən/ noun a ganglion associated with
the lingual nerve, relaying impulses to the submandibular and sublingual salivary glands
submandibular gland /s"bmn dbjυlə
&lnd/, submaxillary gland /s"b mksləri
submandibular





submandibular ganglion



submandibular gland
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&lnd/ noun a salivary gland on each side of
the lower jaw
submental /s"b ment(ə)l/ adjective under
the chin
submucosa /s"bmju kəυsə/ noun tissue
under a mucous membrane
submucous /s"b mju kəs/ adjective under a
mucous membrane
submucous resection /s"bmju kəs r
sekʃən/ noun the removal of a bent cartilage
from the septum in the nose. Abbr SMR
subnormal /s"b nɔ m(ə)l/ adjective with a
mind which has not developed fully (NOTE:
submental



submucosa





submucous



submucous resection





subnormal



This term is regarded as offensive.)
subnormality /s"bnɔ mlti/ noun a consubnormality





dition in which someone’s mind has not developed fully (NOTE: This term is regarded as offensive.)

suboccipital /s"bɒk spt(ə)l/ adjective beneath the back of the head
suborbital /s"b ɔ bt(ə)l/ adjective beneath
the eye socket
subperiosteal /s"bperi ɒstiəl/ adjective
immediately beneath the connective tissue
around bones
subphrenic /s"b frenk/ adjective under the
diaphragm
subphrenic abscess /s"bfrenk bses/
noun an abscess which forms between the diaphragm and the liver
subside /səb sad/ verb to go down or become less violent 쑗 After being given the antibiotics, her fever subsided.
substance / s"bstəns/ noun a chemical material, e.g. a drug 쑗 toxic substances released
into the bloodstream 쑗 He became addicted to
certain substances.
substance abuse / s"bstəns əbju s/, substance misuse / s"bstəns msju z/ noun the
misuse or excessive use of drugs, alcohol or
other substances for pleasure or to satisfy addiction, which often causes health, emotional
or social problems for the user
substance P /s"bstəns pi / noun a neurotransmitter involved in pain pathways
substitution /s"bst tju ʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of replacing one thing with another
substitution therapy /s"bst tju ʃ(ə)n
θerəpi/ noun a way of treating a condition by
using a different drug from the one used before
substrate / s"bstret/ noun a substance
which is acted on by an enzyme
suboccipital





suborbital



subperiosteal





subphrenic



subphrenic abscess



subside



substance



substance abuse









substance P



substitution





substitution therapy





substrate



‘…insulin is a protein hormone and the body’s major
anabolic hormone, regulating the metabolism of all
body fuels and substrates’ [Nursing 87]
subsultus /s"b s"ltəs/ noun a twitching of
subsultus



the muscles and tendons, caused by fever
subtertian fever /s"bt! ʃ(ə)n fi və/ noun
a type of malaria, where the fever is present
most of the time
subtertian fever



subthreshold / s"bθreʃhəυld/ adjective describing a stimulus that is not strong enough to
have an effect
subtotal /s"b təυt(ə)l/ adjective referring to
an operation to remove most of an organ
subtotal gastrectomy /s"btəυt(ə)l &
strektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of all
but the top part of the stomach in contact with
the diaphragm
subtotal hysterectomy /s"btəυt(ə)l
hstə rektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of
the uterus, but not the cervix
subtotal pancreatectomy /s"btəυt(ə)l
pŋkriə tektəmi/ noun the surgical removal
of most of the pancreas
subtotal thyroidectomy /s"btəυt(ə)l
θarɔ dektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of
most of the thyroid gland
subungual /s"b "ŋ&wəl/ adjective under a
nail
succeed /sək si d/ verb to do well at what
one was trying to do 쑗 Scientists have succeeded in identifying the new influenza virus.
쑗 They succeeded in stopping the flow of
blood.
success /sək ses/ noun 1. the fact of doing
something well, doing what one was trying to
do 쑗 They tried to isolate the virus but without
success. 2. something which goes well 쑗 The
operation was a complete success.
successful /sək sesf(ə)l/ adjective working
well 쑗 The operation was completely successful.
succession /sək seʃ(ə)n/ noun a line of
happenings, one after the other 쑗 She had a
succession of miscarriages.
successive /sək sesv/ adjective following
one after the other 쑗 She had a miscarriage
with each successive pregnancy.
succus / s"kəs/ noun juice secreted by an organ
succus entericus /s"kəs en terkəs/ noun
juice formed of enzymes, produced in the intestine to help the digestive process
succussion /sə k"ʃ(ə)n/ noun a splashing
sound made when there is a large amount of
liquid inside a cavity in the body, e.g. the stomach
suck /s"k/ verb to pull liquid or air into the
mouth or into a tube
sucrase / su krez/ noun an enzyme in the
intestine which breaks down sucrose into glucose and fructose
sucrose / su krəυs/ noun a sugar, formed of
glucose and fructose, found in plants, especially in sugar cane, beet and maple syrup
suction / s"kʃən/ noun a force created by the
action of sucking 쑗 The dentist hooked a suction tube into the patient’s mouth.
subthreshold



subtotal



subtotal gastrectomy





subtotal hysterectomy





subtotal pancreatectomy





subtotal thyroidectomy





subungual



succeed



success



successful



succession



successive



succus



succus entericus



succussion



suck

sucrase



sucrose



suction
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sudamen /sυ demən/ noun a little blister
caused by sweat (NOTE: The plural is sudamisudamen



na.)

sumatriptan

it is recommended a person should take in each
day
suggestibility /sədest blti/ noun a
mental state in which somebody just accepts
other people’s ideas, attitudes or instructions,
without questioning them. It is usually increased under hypnosis.
suggestible /sə destb(ə)l/ adjective easily
influenced by other people
suggestion /sə destʃən/ noun 1. an idea
which has been mentioned 쑗 The doctor didn’t
agree with the suggestion that the disease had
been caught in the hospital. 2. (in psychiatry)
the process of making a person’s ideas change,
by suggesting different ideas which the person
can accept, such as that he or she is in fact
cured
suicidal /su  sad(ə)l/ adjective referring to
someone who wants to kill himself 쑗 He has
suicidal tendencies.
suicide / su sad/ noun the act of killing
oneself 왍 to commit suicide to kill yourself 쑗
After his wife died he committed suicide.
sulcus / s"lkəs/ noun a groove or fold, especially between the gyri in the brain 왍 lateral
sulcus and central sulcus two grooves which
divide a cerebral hemisphere into lobes
sulfa drug / s"lfə dr"&/, sulfa compound /
s"lfə kɒmpaυnd/ noun same as sulfonasuggestibility

sudden / s"d(ə)n/ adjective happening
quickly
sudden death /s"d(ə)n deθ/ noun death
without any identifiable cause, not preceded
by an illness
sudden infant death syndrome /s"d(ə)n
nfənt deθ sndrəυm/ noun the sudden
death of a baby under the age of about twelve
months in bed, without any identifiable cause.
Abbr SIDS. Also called cot death
Sudeck’s atrophy / su deks trəfi/ noun
osteoporosis in the hand or foot [Described
sudden



sudden death



sudden infant death syndrome



Sudeck’s atrophy



1900. After Paul Hermann Martin Sudeck
(1866–1938), German surgeon.]
sudor / su dɔ / noun sweat
sudoriferous /su də rferəs/ adjective prosudor



sudoriferous





ducing sweat
sudorific /su də rfk/ noun a drug which
makes someone sweat
suffer / s"fə/ verb 1. to have an illness for a
long period of time 쑗 I suffer from headaches.
2. to feel pain 쑗 I didn’t suffer much. 3. to receive an injury 쑗 He suffered multiple injuries
in the accident.
sufferer / s"fərə/ noun a person who has a
particular disease 쑗 a drug to help asthma sufferers or sufferers from asthma
suffering / s"f(ə)rŋ/ noun the experiencing
of pain over a long period of time
suffocate / s"fəket/ verb to make someone
stop breathing by cutting off the supply of air
to his or her nose and mouth
suffocation /s"fə keʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
making someone become unconscious by cutting off his or her supply of air
suffuse /sə fju z/ verb to spread over or
through something
suffusion /sə fju (ə)n/ noun the spreading
of a red flush over the skin
sugar / ʃυ&ə/ noun any of several sweet carbohydrates (NOTE: For other terms referring to
sudorific





suffer



sufferer



suffering



suffocate



suffocation





suffuse



suffusion



sugar



sugar, see words beginning with glyc-, glyco-.)
COMMENT: There are several natural forms of
sugar: sucrose (in plants), lactose (in milk),
fructose (in fruit), glucose and dextrose (in
fruit and in body tissue). Edible sugar used in
the home is a form of refined sucrose. All sugars are useful sources of energy, though excessive amounts of sugar can increase weight
and cause tooth decay. Diabetes mellitus is a
condition in which the body is incapable of absorbing sugar from food.
sugar intolerance / ʃυ&ər ntɒlərəns/
noun diarrhoea caused by sugar which has not
sugar intolerance





been absorbed
suggest /sə dest/ verb to mention an idea 쑗
The doctor suggested that she should stop
smoking.
suggested daily intake /sə destd deli
ntek/ noun the amount of a substance which
suggest



suggested daily intake







suggestible



suggestion



suicidal





suicide



sulcus



sulfa drug





mide

sulfasalazine /s"lfə sləzi n/ noun a drug
belonging to the sulfonamide group of antibacterial drugs. It is used in the treatment of ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s disease, and also
of severe rheumatoid arthritis.
sulfate / s"lfet/ noun same as sulphate
sulfonamide /s"l fɒnəmad/ noun a bacteriostatic drug, e.g. trimethoprim, used to treat
bacterial infection, especially in the intestine
and urinary system, but now less important
due to increasing bacterial resistance
sulfonylurea /s"lfənaljυ ri ə/ noun any of
a group of drugs which lower blood sugar,
used in the treatment of diabetes
sulfur / s"lfə/ noun another spelling of sulsulfasalazine





sulfate



sulfonamide



sulfonylurea





sulfur



phur

sulphate / s"lfet/ noun a salt of sulphuric
acid
sulphur / s"lfə/ noun a yellow non-metallic
chemical element which is contained in some
amino acids and is used in creams to treat
some skin disorders (NOTE: The chemical symsulphate



sulphur



bol is S. Note also that words beginning sulphare spelt sulf- in US English.)
sulphuric acid /s"lfjυərk sd/ noun a
sulphuric acid



strong colourless oily corrosive acid which has
many uses
sumatriptan /su mə trptn/ noun a drug
which helps to narrow the blood vessels, used
in the treatment of acute migraine
sumatriptan
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sun /s"n/ noun the very hot and large star
around which the earth travels and which gives
light and heat
sunbathing / s"nbeðŋ/ noun the practice
of lying in the sun to absorb sunlight
sun blindness / s"n blandnəs/ noun same
as photoretinitis
sunburn / s"nb! n/ noun damage to the skin
by excessive exposure to sunlight
sunburnt / s"nb! nt/ adjective referring to
skin made brown or red by exposure to sunlight
sunlight / s"nlat/ noun the light from the
sun 쑗 He is allergic to strong sunlight.
sun

sunbathing



sun blindness



sunburn



sunburnt



sunlight



COMMENT:

Sunlight is essential to give the
body Vitamin D, but excessive exposure to
sunlight will not simply turn the skin brown, but
also may burn the surface of the skin so badly
that it dies and pus forms beneath. Constant
exposure to the sun can cause cancer of the
skin.
sunscreen / s"nskri n/ noun a cream for
sunscreen



rubbing into the skin that acts as a block
against the harmful rays of the sun, used to reduce the risk of sunburn
sunstroke / s"nstrəυk/ noun a serious condition caused by excessive exposure to the sun
or to hot conditions, in which the person becomes dizzy and has a high body temperature
but does not perspire
super- /su pə/ prefix 1. above 2. extremely
superciliary /su pə sliəri/ adjective referring to the eyebrows
superego /su pər i &əυ/ noun (in psychology) the part of the mind which is a person’s
conscience, which is concerned with right and
wrong
superfecundation /su pəfi kən deʃ(ə)n/
noun a condition in which two or more ova
produced at the same time are fertilised by different males
superfetation /su pəfi teʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition in which an ovum is fertilised in a
woman who is already pregnant
superficial /su pə fʃ(ə)l/ adjective on the
surface, close to the surface or on the skin 왍
superficial burn burn on the skin surface
superficial fascia /su pəfʃ(ə)l feʃə/ plural noun membranous layers of connective tissue found just under the skin
superficial thickness burn /su pəfʃ(ə)l
θknəs b! n/ noun same as partial thickness
sunstroke



super-

superciliary





superego





superfecundation





superfetation





superficial





superficial fascia



superficial thickness burn



burn

superficial vein /su pəfʃ(ə)l ven/ noun a
vein which is near the surface of the skin
superinfection / su pərnfekʃən/ noun a
second infection which affects the treatment of
the first infection, because it is resistant to the
drug used to treat the first
superior /sυ pəriə/ adjective (of part of the
body) higher up than another part
superficial vein



superinfection



superior





superior aspect /sυpəriə spekt/ noun a
view of the body from above
superior ganglion /sυpəriə &ŋ&liən/
noun a small collection of cells in the jugular
foramen
superiority /sυpəri ɒrti/ noun the fact of
being better than something or someone else
superiority complex /sυpəri ɒrti kɒm*
pleks/ noun a condition in which a person
feels he or she is better and more important
than others and pays little attention to them
superior mesenteric artery /sυpəriə
mes(e)nterk ɑ təri/ noun one of the arteries
which supply the small intestine
superior vena cava /sυpəriə vi nə
kevə/ noun a branch of the large vein into the
heart, carrying blood from the head and the top
part of the body. See illustration at HEART in
Supplement
supernumerary /su pə nju mərəri/ adjective extra, more than the usual number
superior aspect



superior ganglion



superiority





superiority complex





superior mesenteric artery





superior vena cava



supernumerary





‘…allocation of supernumerary students to clinical
areas is for their educational needs and not for service requirements’ [Nursing Times]
superovulation
/ su pərɒvjυ leʃ(ə)n/
superovulation







noun an increased frequency of ovulation, or

production of a large number of ova at one
time. It is often caused by giving a woman
with infertility problems gonadotrophin hormones to stimulate ovulation.
supervise / su pəvaz/ verb to manage or organise something 쑗 The administration of
drugs has to be supervised by a qualified person. 쑗 She has been appointed to supervise the
transfer of patients to the new ward.
supervision /su pə v(ə)n/ noun management or organisation 쑗 Elderly patients need
constant supervision. 쑗 The sheltered housing
is under the supervision of a full-time nurse.
supervisor / su pəvazə/ noun a person who
supervises 쑗 the supervisor of hospital catering services
supinate / su pnet/ verb to turn the hand so
that the palm faces upwards
supination /su p neʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
turning the hand so that the palm faces upwards. Opposite pronation. See illustration at
ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
supinator / su pnetə/ noun a muscle which
turns the hand so that the palm faces upwards
supine / su pan/ adjective 1. lying on the
back. Opposite prone 2. with the palm of the
hand facing upwards
supervise



supervision





supervisor



supinate



supination





supinator



supine



‘…the patient was to remain in the supine position,
therefore a pad was placed under the Achilles tendon
to raise the legs’ [NATNews]
supplement / s"plmənt/ noun 1. any extra
supplement



nutrients that are taken to help a specific condition when someone is not getting all they
need from their food 쑗 vitamin and folic acid
supplements 2. a pill or product regarded as
helpful in improving health that can be bought

Medicine.fm Page 403 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

403
without a prescription. Supplements are not
tested in the same way as prescription drugs. 쑗
dietary or food supplements 쐽 verb to add on
or increase above what is taken usually 쑗 She
supplemented her diet with folic acid when she
was planning a pregnancy.
supply /sə pla/ noun something which is
provided 쑗 The arteries provide a continuous
supply of oxygenated blood to the tissues. 쑗
The hospital service needs a constant supply of
blood for transfusion. 쑗 The government sent
medical supplies to the disaster area. 쐽 verb to
provide or give something which is needed 쑗
A balanced diet will supply the body with all
the vitamins and trace elements it needs. 쑗
The brachial artery supplies the arm and
hand.
support /sə pɔ t/ noun 1. help to keep something in place 쑗 The bandage provides some
support for the knee. 쑗 He was so weak that he
had to hold onto a chair for support. 2. a handle, a metal rail which a person can hold 쑗
There are supports at the side of the bed. 쑗 The
bath is provided with metal supports. 쐽 verb 1.
to hold something 쑗 He wore a truss to support a hernia. 2. to keep something in place
support hose /sə pɔ t həυz/ plural noun
stockings that fit tightly to the legs, worn to
help the flow of blood
supportive /sə pɔ tv/ adjective helping or
comforting someone in trouble 쑗 Her family
was very supportive when she was in hospital.
쑗 The local health authority has been very
supportive of the hospital management.
support stocking /sə pɔ t stɒkŋ/ noun a
stocking worn to prevent postural hypotension
and peripheral oedema
support worker /sə pɔ t w! kə/ noun
someone who assists registered health service
professionals as part of a team, e.g. as a nursing auxiliary or assistant, or in specialist areas
such as mental health, speech therapy or physiotherapy
suppository /sə pɒzt(ə)ri/ noun a piece of
a soluble material such as glycerine jelly containing a drug, which is placed in the rectum to
act as lubricant, or in the vagina, to treat disorders such as vaginitis, and is dissolved by the
body’s fluids
suppress /sə pres/ verb to reduce the action
of something completely, e.g. to remove a
symptom or to stop the release of a hormone 쑗
a course of treatment which suppresses the
painful irritation 쑗 The drug suppresses the
body’s natural instinct to reject the transplanted tissue. 쑗 The release of adrenaline from the
adrenal cortex is suppressed.
suppression /sə preʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
suppressing something 쑗 the suppression of
allergic responses 쑗 the suppression of a hormone
supply



support



support hose



supportive



support stocking



support worker



suppository



suppress



suppression



surgery

suppressor T-cell /sə presə ti sel/ noun a
T-cell which stops or reduces the immune response to an antigen of B-cells and other Tcells
suppurate / s"pjuret/ verb to form and discharge pus
suppurating / s"pjuretŋ/ adjective purulent, containing or discharging pus
suppuration /s"pjυ reʃ(ə)n/ noun the formation and discharge of pus
supra- /su prə/ prefix above or over
supraglottis /su prə &lɒts/ noun the part
of the larynx above the vocal folds, including
the epiglottis
supraoptic
nucleus
/su prəɒptk
nju kliəs/ noun a nucleus in the hypothalamus from which nerve fibres run to the posterior pituitary gland
supraorbital /su prə ɔ bt(ə)l/ adjective
above the orbit of the eye
supraorbital ridge /su prəɔ bt(ə)l rd/
noun the ridge of bone above the eye, covered
by the eyebrow
suprapubic /su prə pju bk/ adjective
above the pubic bone or pubic area
suprarenal /su prə ri n(ə)l/ adjective above
the kidneys 쐽 noun same as suprarenal gland
suprarenal area /su prəri n(ə)l eəriə/
noun the area of the body above the kidneys
suprarenal
cortical
hormone
/
su prəri n(ə)l kɔ tk(ə)l hɔ məυn/ noun a
hormone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal
glands, e.g. cortisone
suprarenal gland /su prə ri n(ə)l &lnd/,
suprarenal /su prə ri n(ə)l/ noun one of two
endocrine glands at the top of the kidneys,
which secrete adrenaline and other hormones
suprarenal medulla /su prəri n(ə)l me
d"lə/ noun same as adrenal medulla
suprasternal /su prə st! n(ə)l/ adjective
above the sternum
supraventricular tachycardia /s"bven
trkjυlə tki kɑ diə/ noun tachycardia
coming from the upper chambers of the heart
surface / s! fs/ noun the top layer of something 쑗 The surfaces of the two membranes
may rub together.
surfactant /s! fktənt/ noun a substance in
the alveoli of the lungs which keeps the surfaces of the lungs wet and prevents lung collapse
surgeon / s! dən/ noun a doctor who specialises in surgery (NOTE: Although surgeons
suppressor T-cell



suppurate



suppurating



suppuration





supra-

supraglottis





supraoptic nucleus



supraorbital





supraorbital ridge



suprapubic





suprarenal





suprarenal area



suprarenal cortical hormone



suprarenal gland









suprarenal medulla





suprasternal





supraventricular tachycardia







surface



surfactant



surgeon



are doctors, in the UK they are traditionally
called ‘Mr’ and not ‘Dr’, so ‘Dr Smith’ may be a
GP, but ‘Mr Smith’ is a surgeon.)
surgeon general /s! dən den(ə)rəl/
noun US a government official responsible for
surgeon general



all aspects of public health
surgery / s! dəri/ noun 1. the treatment of
diseases or disorders by procedures which require an operation to cut into, to remove or to
surgery
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manipulate tissue, organs or parts 쑗 The patient will need plastic surgery to remove the
scars he received in the accident. 쑗 The surgical ward is for patients waiting for surgery. 쑗
Two of our patients had to have surgery. 쑗 She
will have to undergo surgery. 2. a room where
a doctor or dentist sees and examines patients
쑗 There are ten patients waiting in the surgery.
쑗 Surgery hours are from 8.30 in the morning
to 6.00 at night.
surgical / s! dk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring
to surgery 쑗 All surgical instruments must be
sterilised. 2. referring to a disease which can
be treated by surgery 쑗 We manage to carry
out six surgical operations in an hour.
surgical belt /s! dk(ə)l belt/ noun a fitted covering, worn to support part of the back,
chest or abdomen
surgical boot /s! dk(ə)l bu t/ noun a
specially made boot for a person who has an
unusually shaped foot, to support or correct it
surgical care / s! dk(ə)l keə/ noun looking after patients who have had surgery
surgical diathermy /s! dk(ə)l daə
θ! mi/ noun a procedure which uses a knife or
electrode which is heated by a strong electric
current until it coagulates tissue
surgical emphysema /s! dk(ə)l emf
si mə/ noun air bubbles in tissue, not in the
lungs
surgical fixation /s! dk(ə)l fk seʃ(ə)n/
noun a method of immobilising something
such as a bone either externally by the use of a
splint or internally by a metal plate and screws
surgical gloves / s! dk(ə)l &l"vz/ plural
noun thin plastic gloves worn by surgeons
surgical hose noun a strong elastic stocking
worn to support a weak joint in a knee or to relieve varicose veins. Also called elastic hose,
surgical



surgical belt



surgical boot



surgical care



surgical diathermy





surgical emphysema





surgical fixation





surgical gloves



surgical hose

surgical stocking

surgical intervention /s! dk(ə)l ntə
venʃən/ noun the treatment of disease or other condition by surgery
surgically / s! dkli/ adverb using surgery
쑗 The growth can be treated surgically.
surgical neck /s! dk(ə)l nek/ noun the
narrow part at the top of the humerus, where
the arm can easily be broken
surgical needle /s! dk(ə)l ni d(ə)l/
noun a needle for sewing up surgical incisions
surgical procedure /s! dk(ə)l prə
si də/ noun a surgical operation
surgical shoe /s! dk(ə)l ʃu / noun a specially made boot for a person who has an unusually shaped foot, to support or correct it
surgical spirit /s! dk(ə)l sprt/ noun
ethyl alcohol with an additive giving it an unpleasant taste, used as a disinfectant or for
cleansing the skin. Also called rubbing alcosurgical intervention





surgically



surgical neck



surgical needle



surgical procedure



surgical shoe



surgical spirit



hol



surgical stocking /s! dk(ə)l stɒkŋ/
noun same as surgical hose
surgical ward / s! dk(ə)l wɔ d/ noun a
ward for patients who have undergone surgery
surgical wound / s! dk(ə)l wu nd/ noun
an incision made during a surgical operation
surrogate / s"rə&ət/ adjective taking the
place of 쐽 noun someone or something that
takes the place of another person or thing 앳
surrogate mother 1. a woman who has a child
by artificial insemination for a woman who
cannot become pregnant, with the intention of
handing the child over to her when it is born 2.
a person who takes the place of a natural mother for someone
surround /sə raυnd/ verb to be all around
something 쑗 The wound is several millimetres
deep and the surrounding flesh is inflamed.
survival /sə vav(ə)l/ noun the act of continuing to live 쑗 The survival rate of newborn babies has begun to fall.
survive /sə vav/ verb to continue to live 쑗
He survived two attacks of pneumonia. 쑗 The
baby only survived for two hours.
survivor /sə vavə/ noun a person who survives
susceptibility /sə sept blti/ noun lack of
resistance to a disease
surgical stocking



surgical ward



surgical wound



surrogate



surround



survival



survive



survivor



susceptibility





‘…low birthweight has been associated with increased susceptibility to infection’ [East African
Medical Journal]
‘…even children with the milder forms of sickle-cell
disease have an increased frequency of pneumococcal infection. The reason for this susceptibility is a
profound abnormality of the immune system’ [Lancet]
susceptible /sə septb(ə)l/ adjective likely
to catch a disease 쑗 She is susceptible to colds
susceptible



or to throat infections.
suspect noun / s"spekt/ a person who doctors believe may have a disease 쑗 They are
screening all typhoid suspects. 쐽 verb /sə
spekt/ to think that someone may have a disease 쑗 He is a suspected diphtheria carrier. 쑗
Several cases of suspected meningitis have
been reported.
suspect





‘…those affected are being nursed in five isolation
wards and about forty suspected sufferers are being
barrier nursed in other wards’ [Nursing Times]
suspension /sə spenʃən/ noun a liquid with
suspension



solid particles in it
suspensory /sə spensəri/ adjective hanging
down
suspensory
bandage
/səspensəri
bndd/ noun a bandage to hold a part of the
body which hangs
suspensory
ligament
/səspensəri
l&əmənt/ noun a ligament which holds a part
of the body in position. See illustration at EYE
in Supplement
sustain /sə sten/ verb 1. to keep, to support,
to maintain something 쑗 These bones can sustain quite heavy weights. 쑗 He is not eating
suspensory



suspensory bandage



suspensory ligament



sustain
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enough to sustain life. 2. to experience an injury 쑗 He sustained a severe head injury.
sustentacular /s"stən tkjυlə/ adjective
referring to a sustentaculum
sustentaculum /s"stən tkjυləm/ noun a
part of the body which supports another part
suture / su tʃə/ noun 1. a fixed joint where
two bones are fused together, especially the
bones in the skull 2. a procedure for attaching
the sides of an incision or wound with thread,
so that healing can take place. Also called
stitch 3. a thread used for attaching the sides of
a wound so that they can heal 쐽 verb to attach
the sides of a wound or incision together with
thread so that healing can take place. Also
called stitch
sustentacular





sustentaculum





suture



COMMENT: Wounds are usually stitched using
thread or catgut which is removed after a
week or so. Sutures are either absorbable,
made of a substance which is eventually absorbed into the body, or non-absorbable, in
which case they need to be removed after a
certain time.
suxamethonium /s"ksəm θəυniəm/ noun
suxamethonium





a drug similar to acetylcholine in structure,
used as a muscle relaxant during surgery
swab /swɒb/ noun 1. a cotton wool pad, often
attached to a small stick, used, e.g., to clean a
wound, to apply ointment or to take a specimen 2. a specimen taken with a swab 쑗 a cervical swab
swallow / swɒləυ/ verb to make liquid, food
and sometimes air go down from the mouth to
the stomach 쑗 Patients suffering from nosebleeds should try not to swallow the blood.
swallowing / swɒləυŋ/ noun same as
swab

swallow



swallowing



deglutition

Swan-Ganz catheter /swɒn &ntz
kθitə/ noun a special catheter which can be
floated through the right chamber of the heart
into the pulmonary artery. The balloon at its tip
is then inflated to measure arterial pressure.
sweat /swet/ noun a salty liquid produced by
the sweat glands to cool the body as the liquid
evaporates from the skin 쑗 Sweat was running
off the end of his nose. 쑗 Her hands were covered with sweat. Also called perspiration 쐽
verb to produce moisture through the sweat
glands and onto the skin 쑗 After working in the
fields she was sweating.
sweat duct / swet d"kt/ noun a thin tube
connecting the sweat gland with the surface of
the skin
sweat gland / swet &lnd/ noun a gland
which produces sweat, situated beneath the
dermis and connected to the skin surface by a
sweat duct
sweat pore / swet pɔ / noun a hole in the
skin through which the sweat comes out
sweet /swi t/ adjective one of the basic tastes,
not bitter, sour or salt 쑗 Sugar is sweet, lemons
are sour.
Swan-Ganz catheter



sweat

sweat duct



sweat gland



sweat pore



sweet

sympathetic nervous system

swell /swel/ verb to become larger, or cause
something to become larger 쑗 The disease affects the lymph glands, making them swell. 쑗
The doctor noticed that the patient had swollen glands in his neck. 쑗 She finds her swollen
ankles painful. (NOTE: swelling – swelled –
swell

swollen)

swelling / swelŋ/ noun a condition in which
fluid accumulates in tissue, making the tissue
become large 쑗 They applied a cold compress
to try to reduce the swelling.
swimmer’s cramp /swməz krmp/ noun
spasms in arteries and muscles caused by cold
water, or by swimming soon after a meal
sycosis /sa kəυss/ noun a bacterial infection of hair follicles
sycosis barbae /sakəυss bɑ bi/ noun an
infection of hair follicles on the sides of the
face and chin. Also called barber’s itch, barswelling



swimmer’s cramp



sycosis



sycosis barbae



ber’s rash

Sydenham’s chorea /sdnəmz kɒ ri ə/
noun temporary chorea affecting children, frequently associated with endocarditis and rheumatism [Described 1686. After Thomas SydenSydenham’s chorea





ham (1624–89), English physician.]

symbiosis /smba əυss/ noun a condition
in which two organisms exist together and help
each other to survive
symblepharon /sm blefərɒn/ noun a condition in which the eyelid sticks to the eyeball
symbol / smbəl/ noun a sign or letter which
means something
Syme’s amputation /samz mpjυ
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to amputate the foot above the ankle [Described 1842.
symbiosis





symblepharon



symbol



Syme’s amputation





After James Syme (1799–1870), Edinburgh surgeon and teacher; one of the first to adopt antisepsis (Joseph Lister was his son-in-law), and
also among the early users of anaesthesia.]
symmetry / smətri/ noun the regularity of
symmetry



structure and distribution of parts of the body,
each side of the body being structurally similar
to the other
sympathectomy /smpə θektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to cut part of the sympathetic nervous system, as a treatment of high blood
pressure
sympathetic /smpə θetk/ adjective 1.
feeling or showing shared feelings, pity or
compassion 2. relating to or belonging to the
sympathetic nervous system, or to one of its
parts
sympathetic nervous system /smpəθe
tk n! vəs sstəm/, sympathetic system /
smpəθetk sstəm/ noun part of the autonomic nervous system, which leaves the spinal
cord from the thoracic and lumbar regions to
go to various important organs such as the
heart, the lungs and the sweat glands, and
which prepares the body for emergencies and
vigorous muscular activity. 쒁 parasympathetsympathectomy





sympathetic





sympathetic nervous system





ic nervous system
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sympatholytic /smpəθəυ ltk/ noun a
drug which stops the sympathetic nervous system working
sympathomimetic /smpəθəυm metk/
adjective referring to a drug such as dopamine
hydrochloride which stimulates the activity of
the sympathetic nervous system and is used in
cardiac shock following myocardial infarction
and in cardiac surgery
sympathy / smpəθi/ noun 1. the feeling or
expression of pity or sorrow for the pain or distress of somebody else 2. the relationship between people which causes one of them to provoke a similar condition to their own in the
other one. For example, when the first person
yawns, the second feels an urge to yawn too. 3.
the influence produced on any part of the body
by disease or change in another part
symphysiectomy /smfzi ektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove part of the pubic
symphysis to make childbirth easier
symphysiotomy /smfzi ɒtəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make an incision in the
pubic symphysis to make the passage for a fetus wider
symphysis / smfəss/ noun the point where
two bones are joined by cartilage which makes
the joint rigid
symphysis menti /smfəss menti/ noun
a point in the front of the lower jaw where the
two halves of the jaw are fused to form the
chin
symphysis pubis /smfəss pju bs/
noun same as pubic symphysis
symptom / smptəm/ noun a change in the
way the body works or a change in the body’s
appearance, which shows that a disease or disorder is present and which the person is aware
of 쑗 The symptoms of hay fever are a running
nose and eyes. 쑗 A doctor must study the
symptoms before making his diagnosis. 쑗 The
patient presented all the symptoms of rheumatic fever. (NOTE: If a symptom is noticed only by
sympatholytic





sympathomimetic







sympathy



symphysiectomy





symphysiotomy





symphysis



symphysis menti



symphysis pubis



symptom



the doctor, it is a sign.)
symptomatic /smptə mtk/ adjective being a symptom of something 쑗 The rash is
symptomatic





symptomatic of measles.
symptomatology
/smptəmə tɒlədi/
noun a branch of medicine concerned with the
study of symptoms. Also called semeiology
syn- /sn/ prefix joint, or fused
synalgia /s nldə/ noun a pain which is
felt in one part of the body, but is caused by a
condition in another part, e.g. pain in the groin
which can be a symptom of a kidney stone or
pain in the right shoulder which can indicate
gall bladder infection. Also called referred
symptomatology





syn-

synalgia



pain

synaptic /sn ptk/ adjective referring to a
synapse
synaptic connection /snptk kə
nekʃ(ə)n/ noun a link between the dendrites
of one neurone with another neurone
synarthrosis /snɑ θrəυss/ noun a joint,
e.g. in the skull, where the bones have fused
together
synchondrosis /snkɒn drəυss/ noun a
joint, as in children, where the bones are linked
by cartilage, before the cartilage has changed
to bone
synchysis / sŋkss/ noun a condition in
which the vitreous humour in the eye becomes
soft
syncope / sŋkəpi/ noun a condition in
which someone becomes unconscious for a
short time because of reduced flow of blood to
the brain. Also called fainting fit
syncytium /sn sʃiəm/ noun a continuous
length of tissue in muscle fibres
syndactyl /sn dktl/ adjective having two
or more fingers or toes joined together when
born
syndactyly /sn dktli/, syndactylism /sn
dktlz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which two
toes or fingers are joined together with tissue
syndesm- /sndesm/, syndesmo- /sn
desməυ/ prefix referring to ligaments
syndesmology /sndes mɒlədi/ noun a
branch of medicine which studies joints
syndesmosis /sndes məυss/ noun a joint
where the bones are tightly linked by ligaments
syndrome / sndrəυm/ noun a group of
symptoms and other changes in the body’s
functions which, when taken together, show
that a particular disease is present. 쒁 complex
synechia /s nekiə/ noun a condition in
which the iris sticks to another part of the eye
syneresis /s nərəss/ noun the releasing of
fluid as in a blood clot when it becomes harder
synergism / snədz(ə)m/ noun a situation
where two or more things are acting together
in such a way that both are more effective.
Also called synergy
synergist / snədst/ noun a muscle or drug
which acts with another and increases the effectiveness of both
synergy / snədi/ noun same as synergism
syngeneic /sndə ni k/ adjective referring
to individuals or tissues that have an identical
or closely similar genetic make-up, especially
one that will allow the transplanting of tissue
without provoking an immune response
syngraft / sn&rɑ ft/ noun same as isograft
synoptophore /s nɒptəfɔ / noun an instrument used to correct a squint
synostosed / snɒstəυzd/ adjective (of
bones) fused together with new bone tissue
synaptic



synaptic connection



synarthrosis





synchondrosis





synchysis



syncope



syncytium



syndactyl



syndactyly





syndesm-



syndesmology





syndesmosis





syndrome



synechia



syneresis



synergism



synergist



synergy



syngeneic





syngraft



synapse / sanps/ noun a point in the nervous system where the axons of neurones are in
contact with the dendrites of other neurones 쐽
verb to link something with a neurone
synapse





synoptophore



synostosed
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synostosis /snɒstəυss/ noun the fusing
of two bones together by the formation of new
bone tissue
synovectomy /snəυvektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the synovial membrane of a joint
synovia /sanəυviə/ noun same as synovial
synostosis





synovectomy





synovia



fluid

synovial /sanəυviəl/ adjective referring to
the synovium
synovial cavity /sanəυviəl kvti/ noun
a space inside a synovial joint. See illustration
at SYNOVIAL JOINT in Supplement
synovial fluid /sanəυviəl flud/ noun a
fluid secreted by a synovial membrane to lubricate a joint. See illustration at SYNOVIAL
JOINT in Supplement
synovial joint /sanəυviəl dɔnt/ noun a
joint where the two bones are separated by a
space filled with synovial fluid which nourishes and lubricates the surfaces of the bones.
Also called diarthrosis
synovial membrane /sanəυviəl mem
bren/, synovium noun a smooth membrane
which forms the inner lining of the capsule
covering a joint and secretes the fluid which
lubricates the joint. See illustration at SYNOVIAL
JOINT in Supplement
synovioma /snəυviəυmə/ noun a tumour
in a synovial membrane
synovitis /sanəvats/ noun inflammation
of the synovial membrane
synovium /s nəυviəm/ same as synovial
synovial



synovial cavity



synovial fluid



synovial joint



synovial membrane



synovioma





synovitis





synovium



membrane
‘70% of rheumatoid arthritis sufferers develop the
condition in the metacarpophalangeal joints. The
synovium produces an excess of synovial fluid
which is abnormal and becomes thickened’
[Nursing Times]
synthesis /snθəss/ noun 1. the process of
synthesis



combining different ideas or objects into a new
whole 2. a new unified whole resulting from
the combination of different ideas or objects 3.
the formation of compounds through chemical
reactions involving simpler compounds or elements 4. in psychiatry, the fusing together of
all the various elements of the personality
(NOTE: The plural is syntheses.)
synthesise /snθəsaz/, synthesize verb to
synthesise



make a chemical compound from its separate
components 쑗 Essential amino acids cannot
be synthesised. 쑗 The body cannot synthesise
essential fatty acids and has to absorb them
from food.
synthetic /snθetk/ adjective made by humans, made artificially
synthetically /snθetkli/ adverb made artificially 쑗 Synthetically produced hormones
are used in hormone therapy.
syphilide /sflad/ noun a rash or open sore
which is a symptom of the second stage of
syphilis
synthetic



synthetically



syphilide



systematic desensitisation

syphilis /sfəls/ noun a sexually transmitted
disease caused by a spirochaete Treponema
pallidum
syphilis



COMMENT: Syphilis is a serious sexually transmitted disease, but it is curable with penicillin
injections if the treatment is started early.
Syphilis has three stages: in the first, or primary, stage, a hard sore (chancre) appears on
the genitals or sometimes on the mouth; in the
second, or secondary, stage about two or
three months later, a rash appears, with sores
round the mouth and genitals. It is at this
stage that the disease is particularly infectious. After this stage, symptoms disappear
for a long time, sometimes many years. The
disease reappears in the third, or tertiary,
stage in many different forms: blindness, brain
disorders, ruptured aorta or general paralysis
leading to mental disorder and death. The
tests for syphilis are the Wassermann test and
the less reliable Kahn test.
syring- /srnd/ prefix same as syringo(used before vowels)
syringe /srnd/ noun a medical instrument
syring-

syringe



made of a tube with a plunger which either
slides down inside the tube, forcing the contents out through a needle as in an injection, or
slides up the tube, allowing a liquid to be
sucked into it 쐽 verb to wash out the ears using
a syringe
syringo- /srŋ əυ/ prefix referring to tubes,
especially the central canal of the spinal cord
syringobulbia /srŋ əυb!lbiə/ noun syringomyelia in the brain stem
syringocystadenoma /srŋ əυsstəd
nəυmə/, syringoma /srŋ əυmə/ noun a
benign tumour in sweat glands and ducts
syringomyelia /srŋ əυmailiə/ noun a
disease which forms cavities in the neck section of the spinal cord, affecting the nerves so
that the person loses the sense of touch and
pain
syringomyelitis
/srŋ əυmaəlats/
noun a swelling of the spinal cord, which results in the formation of cavities in it
syringomyelocele /srŋ əυmaələυsil/
noun a severe form of spina bifida where the
spinal cord pushes through a hole in the spine
systaltic /sstltk/ adjective describing an
organ such as the heart that contracts and relaxes alternately
system /sstəm/ noun 1. the body as a whole
쑗 Amputation of a limb gives a serious shock
to the system. 2. the arrangement of particular
parts of the body so that they work together 쑗
the lymphatic system
systematic desensitisation /sstəmtk
disenstazeʃ(ə)n/ noun a therapy for phobias and other anxiety disorders in which patients are gradually given longer and longer
exposures to the object of their fears
Système International d’Unités /sstem
nteənsjənɑl dunte/ noun the International System of units. 쒁 SI
syringo-

syringobulbia





syringocystadenoma











syringomyelia





syringomyelitis







syringomyelocele





systaltic



system



systematic desensitisation







systematic desensitisation
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systemic /s sti mk/ adjective referring to
or affecting the whole body 쑗 Septicaemia is a
systemic infection.
systemic circulation /s sti mk s! kjυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun the circulation of blood around
the whole body, except the lungs, starting with
the aorta and returning through the venae cavae
systemic lupus erythematosus /s
sti mk lu pəs erθi mə təυsəs/ noun one
of several collagen diseases which are forms of
lupus, where red patches form on the skin and
spread throughout the body. Abbr SLE
systemic



systemic circulation





systemic lupus erythematosus





systole / sstəli/ noun a phase in the beating
of the heart when it contracts as it pumps blood
out. Opposite diastole 왍 the heart is in systole the heart is contracting and pumping
systolic /s stɒlk/ adjective referring to the
systole
systolic murmur /sstɒlk m! mə/ noun a
sound produced during systole which indicates an unusual condition of a heart valve
systolic pressure /sstɒlk preʃə/ noun
the high point of blood pressure which occurs
during the systole. Systolic pressure is always
higher than diastolic pressure.
systole



systolic



systolic murmur



systolic pressure
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T

T symbol teraTAB abbr typhoid-paratyphoid A and B 쑗 He
was given a TAB injection. 쑗 TAB injections
give only temporary immunity against paratyphoid. 쒁 TAB vaccine
tabes / tebi z/ noun a condition in which
someone is wasting away
tabes dorsalis /tebi z dɔ sels/ noun a
disease of the nervous system, caused by advanced syphilis, in which the person loses the
sense of feeling, control of the bladder and the
ability to coordinate movements of the legs,
and has severe pains. Also called locomotor
TAB

tabes



tabes dorsalis





ataxia

tabes mesenterica /tebi z mesen
terkə/ noun the wasting of glands in the abdomen
tabetic /tə betk/ adjective wasting away or
affected by tabes dorsalis
tablet / tblət/ noun 1. a small flat round object containing medicine that is taken by swallowing 쑗 a bottle of aspirin tablets 쑗 Take two
tablets three times a day. 2. any tablet, pill or
capsule taken by swallowing (informal )
taboparesis /tebəυpə ri ss/ noun the final stage of syphilis in which the person has
locomotor ataxia, general paralysis and mental
deterioration
TAB vaccine /ti ei bi vksi n/ noun a
vaccine which immunises against typhoid fever and paratyphoid A and B
tachy- /tki/ prefix fast
tachyarrhythmia /tkiə rðmiə/ noun a
fast irregular heartbeat
tachycardia /tki kɑ diə/ noun a rapid
beating of the heart
tachyphrasia /tki freziə/, tachyphasia /
tki feziə/ noun a particularly rapid way of
speaking, as occurs with some people with
mental disorders
tachyphyl(l)axis /tkifə lkss/ noun an
effect of a drug or neurotransmitter which becomes less with repeated doses
tachypnoea /tkp ni ə/ noun very fast
breathing
tabes mesenterica





tabetic



tablet



taboparesis





TAB vaccine



tachy-

tachyarrhythmia





tachycardia





tachyphrasia









tachyphylaxis





tachypnoea





tacrolimus /tkrə li məs/ noun a powerful
immunosuppressant drug used to reduce the
risk of organ transplant rejection
tactile / tktal/ adjective able to be sensed
by touch
tactile anaesthesia /tktal nəs θi ziə/
noun the loss of the sensation of touch
taenia / ti niə/ noun 1. a long ribbon-like part
of the body 2. a large tapeworm of the genus
Taenia
tacrolimus





tactile



tactile anaesthesia





taenia



The various species of Taenia
which affect humans are taken into the body
from eating meat which has not been properly
cooked. The most obvious symptom of tapeworm infestation is a sharply increased appetite, together with a loss of weight. The most
common infestations are with Taenia solium,
found in pork, where the larvae develop in the
body and can form hydatid cysts, and Taenia
saginata, the adult form of which grows to between four and eight metres long in the human intestine.
taeniacide / ti niəsad/ noun a substance
COMMENT:

taeniacide



which kills tapeworms
taenia coli /ti niə kəυla/ noun the outer
band of muscle running along the large intestine
taeniafuge / ti niəfju d/ noun a substance
which makes tapeworms leave the body
taeniasis /ti naəss/ noun infestation of the
intestines with tapeworms
Tagamet / t&əmet/ a trade name for a preparation of cimetidine
tai chi /ta tʃi /, t’ai chi noun an ancient Chinese system of exercises designed for health,
self-defence and spiritual development
take /tek/ verb 1. to swallow a medicine 쑗
She has to take her tablets three times a day. 쑗
The medicine should be taken in a glass of water. 2. to do particular actions 쑗 The dentist
took an X-ray of his teeth. 쑗 The patient has
been allowed to take a bath. 3. (of graft) to be
accepted by the body 쑗 The skin graft hasn’t
taken. 쑗 The kidney transplant took easily.
taenia coli



taeniafuge



taeniasis



Tagamet



tai chi

take

(NOTE: taking – took – taken)
take after / tek ɑ ftə/ verb to be like one or
other parent 쑗 He takes after his father.
take after
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take care of /tek keə əv/ verb to look after
someone 쑗 The nurses will take care of the accident victims.
take off /tek ɒf/ verb to remove something,
especially clothes 쑗 The doctor asked him to
take his shirt off or to take off his shirt.
talc /tlk/ noun a soft white powder used to
dust on irritated skin
talcum powder / tlkəm paυdə/ noun
scented talc
tali / teli/ plural of talus
talipes / tlpi z/ noun a foot with a shape
that does not allow usual walking, a congenital
condition. Also called cleft foot, club foot
take care of



take off



talc

talcum powder



tali



talipes



COMMENT:

The most usual form of talipes (talipes equinovarus) is where the person walks
on the toes because the foot is permanently
bent forward. In other forms, the foot either
turns towards the inside (talipes varus), towards the outside (talipes valgus) or upwards at the ankle (talipes calcaneus) so
that the person cannot walk on the sole of the
foot.
tall /tɔ l/ adjective high, usually higher than
other people 쑗 He’s the tallest in the family –
he’s taller than all his brothers. 쑗 How tall is
he? 쑗 He’s 5 foot 7 inches (5’7") tall or 1.25
tall

metres tall.
talo- /teləυ/ prefix referring to the ankle bone
talus / teləs/ noun the top bone in the tarsus
which articulates with the tibia and fibula in
the leg, and with the calcaneus in the heel.
Also called anklebone. See illustration at FOOT
in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is tali.)
tamoxifen /tə mɒksfen/ noun a drug which
helps to prevent the actions of oestrogen, used
especially in the treatment of breast cancer and
some types of infertility
tampon / tmpɒn/ noun 1. a wad of absorbent material put into a wound to soak up blood
during an operation 2. a cylindrical plug of soft
material put into the vagina to absorb blood
during menstruation
tamponade /tmpə ned/ noun 1. the action of putting a tampon into a wound 2. abnormal pressure on part of the body
tan /tn/ verb (of skin) to become brown in
sunlight 쑗 He tans easily. 쑗 She is using a tanning lotion.
tannin / tnn/, tannic acid / tnk sd/
noun a substance found in the bark of trees and
in tea and other liquids, which stains brown
tantalum / tntələm/ noun a rare metal,
used to repair damaged bones (NOTE: The
talo-

talus



tamoxifen



tampon



tamponade





tan

tannin





tantalum



chemical symbol is Ta.)
tantalum mesh / tntələm meʃ/ noun a
tantalum mesh



type of net made of tantalum wire, used to repair cranial conditions
tantrum / tntrəm/ noun a sudden episode
of bad behaviour, usually in a child, where the
child throws things or lies on the floor and
screams
tantrum



tap /tp/ noun 1. a surgical procedure to drain
off body fluid with a hollow needle or a tube 2.
a pipe with a closing valve and a handle which
can be turned to make a liquid or gas come out
of a container 쐽 verb 1. to remove or drain liquid from part of the body. 쒁 spinal 2. to hit
someone or something lightly 쑗 The doctor
tapped his chest with his finger.
tape /tep/ noun a long thin flat piece of material
tapeworm / tepw! m/ noun a parasitic
worm with a small head and long body like a
ribbon. Tapeworms enter the intestine when a
person eats raw meat or fish. The worms attach
themselves with hooks to the side of the intestine and grow longer by adding sections to
their bodies.
tapotement /tə pəυtmənt/ noun a type of
massage where the therapist taps the person
with his or her hands
tapping / tpŋ/ noun same as paracentesis
target / tɑ &t/ noun a place which is to be hit
by something 앳 target cell, target organ 1.
cell or organ which is affected by a drug, by a
hormone or by a disease 2. large red blood cell
which shows a red spot in the middle when
stained
tap

tape

tapeworm



tapotement



tapping



target



‘…the target cells for adult myeloid leukaemia are
located in the bone marrow’ [British Medical Journal]
tarry stool /tɑ ri stu l/ noun dark and
tarry stool



sticky solid matter which is passed out of the
bowels
tars- /tɑ s/ prefix same as tarso- (used before
tars-

vowels)
tarsal / tɑ s(ə)l/ adjective referring to the tarsus 쐽 noun same as tarsal bone
tarsal bone / tɑ s(ə)l bəυn/ noun one of sevtarsal



tarsal bone



en small bones in the ankle, including the talus
and calcaneus. Also called tarsal
tarsalgia /tɑ sldə/ noun a pain in the ankle
tarsal gland / tɑ s(ə)l &lnd/ noun same as
tarsalgia



tarsal gland



meibomian gland
tarsectomy /tɑ sektəmi/ noun 1. a surgical
tarsectomy



operation to remove one of the tarsal bones in
the ankle 2. a surgical operation to remove the
tarsus of the eyelid
tarsitis /tɑ sats/ noun an inflammation of
the edge of the eyelid
tarso- /tɑ səυ/ prefix 1. relating to the ankle 2.
relating to the edge of the eyelid
tarsorrhaphy /tɑ sɒrəfi/ noun an operation
to join the two eyelids together to protect the
eye after an operation
tarsotomy /tɑ sɒtəmi/ noun an incision of
the tarsus of the eyelid
tarsus / tɑ səs/ noun 1. the seven small bones
of the ankle. See illustration at FOOT in Supplement 2. a connective tissue which supports an
eyelid (NOTE: The plural is tarsi.)
tarsitis



tarso-

tarsorrhaphy



tarsotomy



tarsus
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COMMENT:

The seven bones of the tarsus are:
calcaneus, cuboid, the three cuneiforms, navicular and talus.
tartar / tɑ tə/ noun a hard deposit of calcium
tartar



which forms on teeth, and has to be removed
by scaling. Also called scale
tartrazine / tɑ trəzi n/ noun a yellow substance (E102) added to food to give it an attractive colour. Although widely used, tartrazine provokes reactions in hypersensitive people and is banned in some countries.
task allocation / tɑ sk ləkeʃ(ə)n/ noun a
system in which patient care is divided into
tasks which are given to different nurses with
specific skills
taste /test/ noun one of the five senses,
where food or substances in the mouth are noticed through the tongue 쑗 She doesn’t like the
taste of onions. 쑗 He has a cold, so food seems
to have lost all taste or seems to have no taste.
쐽 verb 1. to notice the taste of something with
the tongue 쑗 I have a cold so I can’t taste anything 쑗 You can taste the salt in this butter. 2.
to have a taste 쑗 The tablets taste of peppermint.
taste bud / test b"d/ noun a tiny sensory receptor in the vallate and fungiform papillae of
the tongue and in part of the back of the mouth
tartrazine



task allocation





taste

taste bud



COMMENT:

The taste buds can tell the difference between salt, sour, bitter and sweet
tastes. The buds on the tip of the tongue identify salt and sweet tastes, those on the sides
of the tongue identify sour, and those at the
back of the mouth the bitter tastes. Note that
most of what we think of as taste is in fact
smell, and this is why when someone has a
cold and a blocked nose, food seems to lose
its taste. The impulses from the taste buds are
received by the taste cortex in the temporal
lobe of the cerebral hemisphere.
taurine / tɔ ri n/ noun an amino acid which
taurine



forms bile salts
taxis / tkss/ noun the procedure of pushing
or massaging dislocated bones or hernias to
make them return to their usual position
-taxis /tkss/ suffix manipulation
taxonomy /tk sɒnəmi/ noun 1. the practice
or principles of classification generally 쑗 Any
diagnostic task can be aided by a taxonomy of
symptoms and a taxonomy of causes together
with connections between them. 2. the science
of classifying plants, animals and microorganisms into increasingly broader categories
based on shared features. Traditionally, organisms were grouped by physical resemblances,
but recently other criteria such as genetic
matching have also been used.
Tay-Sachs disease /te sks d zi z/
noun an inherited condition affecting the metabolism, characterised by progressive paralysis of the legs, blindness and learning disabilities [Described 1881. After Warren Tay (1843–
taxis



-taxis

taxonomy



Tay-Sachs disease





1927), British ophthalmologist; Bernard Sachs
(1858–1944), US neurologist.]

technician

TB abbr tuberculosis 쑗 He is suffering from
TB. 쑗 She has been admitted to a TB sanatorium.
T bandage / ti bndd/ noun a bandage
shaped like the letter T, used for bandaging the
area between the legs
TBI abbreviation total body irradiation
T-cell / ti sel/ noun same as T-lymphocyte
TB

T bandage



TBI

T-cell



TCP a trade name for various mild antiseptic liquids
TCP

t.d.s.

t.d.s., TDS adverb (written on prescriptions)
three times a day. Full form ter in diem sumendus

tea /ti / noun 1. the dried leaves of a plant used
to make a hot drink 2. a hot drink made by
pouring boiling water onto the dried leaves of
a plant
teach /ti tʃ/ verb 1. to give lessons in something 쑗 Professor Smith teaches neurosurgery.
2. to show someone how to do something 쑗
She was taught first aid by her mother. (NOTE:
tea

teach

teaching – taught)

teaching hospital / ti tʃŋ hɒspt(ə)l/
noun a hospital attached to a medical school
where student doctors work and study as part
of their training
team /ti m/ noun a group of people who work
together 쑗 The heart-lung transplant was carried out by a team of surgeons.
team nursing / ti m n! sŋ/ noun a system
in which the care of a group of patients is assigned to a team of four or five health workers,
led by a professional nurse who assigns them
various tasks. They meet at the beginning and
end of each shift to exchange information.
tear /tə/ noun 1. a drop of the salty fluid
which forms in the lacrimal gland. The fluid
keeps the eyeball moist and clean and is produced in large quantities when a person cries.
쑗 Tears ran down her face. (NOTE: For other
teaching hospital



team

team nursing



tear

terms referring to tears, see words beginning
with dacryo- or lacrimal.) 왍 she burst into
tears she suddenly started to cry 2. /teə/ a hole

or a split in a tissue often due to over-stretching 쑗 An episiotomy was needed to avoid a
tear in the perineal tissue. 쐽 verb to make a
hole or a split in a tissue by pulling or stretching it too much 쑗 He tore a ligament in his ankle. 쑗 They carried out an operation to repair
a torn ligament. (NOTE: tearing – tore – torn)
tear duct / tə d"kt/ noun same as lacrimal
tear duct



duct

tear gland / tə &lnd/ noun same as lacrimal gland
teat /ti t/ noun a rubber nipple on the end of a
tear gland



teat

baby’s feeding bottle
technician /tek nʃ(ə)n/ noun a qualified
person who does practical work in a laboratory
or scientific institution 쑗 He is a laboratory
technician in a laboratory attached to a teaching hospital.
technician
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technique /tek ni k/ noun a way of doing
scientific or medical work 쑗 a new technique
for treating osteoarthritis 쑗 She is trying out a
new laboratory technique.
technique



‘…few parts of the body are inaccessible to modern
catheter techniques, which are all performed under
local anaesthesia’ [British Medical Journal]
‘…the technique used to treat aortic stenosis is similar to that for any cardiac catheterization’ [Journal
of the American Medical Association]
‘…cardiac resuscitation techniques used by over half
the nurses in a recent study were described as ‘completely ineffective’’ [Nursing Times]
tectorial membrane /tektɔ riəl mem*
bren/ noun a membrane in the inner ear which
tectorial membrane



contains the hair cells which transmit impulses
to the auditory nerve
tectospinal
tract
/tektəυspan(ə)l
trkt/ noun a tract which takes nerve impulses from the mesencephalon to the spinal cord
TED abbr thrombo-embolic deterrent stocking
teeth /ti θ/ plural of tooth
teething / ti ðŋ/ noun the period when a baby’s milk teeth are starting to erupt, and the
baby is irritable 쑗 He is awake at night because he is teething. 쑗 She has teething trouble and won’t eat.
Teflon / teflɒn/ trademark a synthetic polymer injected into the joints of the larynx to increase movement and help hoarseness of voice
tegmen / te&mən/ noun the covering for an
organ (NOTE: The plural is tegmina.)
tegument / te&jυmənt/ noun a covering, especially the protective outer covering of an organism
tel- /tel/ prefix same as tele- (used before vowtectospinal tract





TED

teeth

teething



Teflon



tegmen



tegument



tel-

els)

tela / ti lə/ noun a delicate part or tissue in the
body with a fine or intricate pattern like a web
telangiectasia /telndiek tesiə/ noun a
condition in which the small blood vessels, especially in the face and thighs, are permanently dilated producing dark red blotches
telangiectasis /telndi ektəss/, telangiectasia /telndiek tesiə/ noun small
dark red spots on the skin, formed by swollen
capillaries
telangioma /telndi əυmə/ noun a tumour or haematoma of the blood capillaries
tele- /teli/ prefix referring to distance
teleceptor / telseptə/ noun a sensory receptor which receives sensations from a distance.
These occur in the eyes, ears and nose. Also
called telereceptor
telemedicine / telimed(ə)sn/ noun the provision of diagnosis and health care from a distance using media such as interactive computer programs or off-site advisers
telencephalon /telen kefəlɒn/ noun same
as cerebrum
telepathy /tə lepəθi/ noun the apparent communication directly from one person’s mind to
tela



telangiectasia





telangiectasis









telangioma





tele-

teleceptor



telemedicine



telencephalon



telepathy





another person’s, without the use of speech,
writing or other signs or symbols
teleradiography /telredi ɒ&rəfi/ noun a
type of radiography where the source of the Xrays is at a distance from the person being Xrayed
teleradiology /teliredi ɒlədi/ noun the
process of transmitting scans and other images
electronically so that they can be viewed by
surgeons or other health care workers in different locations at the same time
teleradiotherapy /telrediəυ θerəpi/ noun
a type of radiotherapy, where the person being
treated is some way away from the source of
radiation
telereceptor / telrseptə/ noun same as telteleradiography





teleradiology





teleradiotherapy



telereceptor



eceptor
telo- /teləυ/ prefix referring to an end
telophase / teləυfez/ noun the final stage of
telo-

telophase



mitosis, the stage in cell division after anaphase
temazepam /tə mzpm/ noun a hypnotic
drug used in the short-term treatment of insomnia
temperature / temprtʃə/ noun 1. the heat of
the body or of the surrounding air, measured in
degrees 쑗 The doctor asked the nurse what the
patient’s temperature was. 쑗 His temperature
was slightly above normal. 쑗 The thermometer showed a temperature of 99°F. 왍 to take a
patient’s temperature to insert a thermometer in someone’s body to see what his or her
body temperature is 쑗 They took his temperature every four hours. 쑗 When her temperature
was taken this morning, it was normal. 2. illness when your body is hotter than normal 쑗
He’s in bed with a temperature. 쑗 Her mother
says she’s got a temperature, and can’t come
to work.
temazepam



temperature



COMMENT: The average body temperature is
about 37° Celsius or 98° Fahrenheit. This
temperature may vary during the day, and can
rise if a person has taken a hot bath or had a
hot drink. If the environmental temperature is
high, the body has to sweat to reduce the heat
gained from the air around it. If the outside
temperature is low, the body shivers, because
rapid movement of the muscles generates
heat. A fever will cause the body temperature
to rise sharply, to 40°C (103°F) or more. Hypothermia exists when the body temperature
falls below about 35°C (95°F).
temperature chart / temprtʃə tʃɑ t/ noun
temperature chart



a chart showing changes in a person’s temperature over a period of time
temperature graph / temprtʃə &rɑ f/
noun a graph showing how a person’s temperature rises and falls over a period of time
temper tantrum / tempə tntrəm/ noun 쏡
temperature graph



temper tantrum



tantrum

temple / tempəl/ noun the flat part of the side
of the head between the top of the ear and the
eye
temple
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temporal / temp(ə)rəl/ adjective referring to
the temple
temporal arteritis /temp(ə)rəl ɑ tə rats/
noun a headache caused by inflammation of
the region over the temporal artery, usually occurring in older people
temporal bone / tempərəl bəυn/ noun one
of the bones which form the sides and base of
the cranium. See illustration at EAR in Supplement
temporal



temporal arteritis





temporal bone



COMMENT:

The temporal bone is in two parts:
the petrous part forms the base of the skull
and the inner and middle ears, while the squamous part forms the side of the skull. The lower back part of the temporal bone is the mastoid process, while the part between the ear
and the cheek is the zygomatic arch.
temporal fossa /temp(ə)rəl fɒsə/ noun a
temporal fossa



depression in the side of the head, in the temporal bone above the zygomatic arch
temporalis /tempə rels/, temporalis
muscle /tempə rels m"s(ə)l/ noun a flat
muscle running down the side of the head from
the temporal bone to the coronoid process,
which makes the jaw move up
temporal lobe / temp(ə)rəl ləυb/ noun the
lobe above the ear in each cerebral hemisphere
temporal lobe epilepsy /temp(ə)rəl ləυb
eplepsi/ noun epilepsy due to a disorder of
the temporal lobe and causing impaired memory, hallucinations and automatism
temporary / temp(ə)rəri/ adjective not permanent 쑗 The dentist gave him a temporary
filling. 쑗 The accident team put a temporary
bandage on the wound.
temporo- /tempərəυ/ prefix 1. referring to
the temple 2. referring to the temporal lobe
temporomandibular
/tempərəυmn
dbjυlə/ adjective relating to the temporal
bone and the mandible
temporomandibular joint /tempərəυ
mn dbjυlə dɔnt/ noun a joint between
the jaw and the skull, in front of the ear
temporomandibular
syndrome
/
tempərəυ mn dbjυlə sndrəυm/ noun a
painful condition affecting the temporomandibular joint and the muscles used for chewing, usually associated with a faulty meeting
of the teeth in biting and sometimes causing
clicking sounds
tenacious /t neʃəs/ adjective sticking or
clinging to something else, especially a surface
tenaculum /tə nkjυləm/ noun a surgical
instrument shaped like a hook, used to pick up
small pieces of tissue during an operation
tend /tend/ verb 1. 왍 to tend to do something
to be inclined to do something as a normal
process 쑗 The prostate tends to enlarge as a
man grows older. 2. to care for or attend to
someone or something
temporalis









temporal lobe



temporal lobe epilepsy



temporary



temporo-

temporomandibular







temporomandibular joint







temporomandibular syndrome







tenacious



tenaculum



tend

tenosynovitis

tendency / tendənsi/ noun the fact of being
likely to do something 왍 to have a tendency
to something to be likely to have something 쑗
There is a tendency to obesity in her family. 쑗
The children of the area show a tendency to vitamin-deficiency diseases.
tendency



‘…premature babies have been shown to have a
higher tendency to develop a squint during childhood’ [Nursing Times]
tender / tendə/ adjective referring to skin or a
body part which is painful when touched 쑗
The bruise is still tender. 쑗 Her shoulders are
still tender where she got sunburnt. 쑗 A tender
tender



spot on the abdomen indicates that an organ is
inflamed.
tenderness / tendənəs/ noun a feel of pain
when touched 쑗 Tenderness when pressure is
applied is a sign of inflammation.
tendinitis /tend nats/ noun an inflammation of a tendon, especially after playing sport,
and often associated with tenosynovitis
tendinous / tendnəs/ adjective referring to
a tendon
tendo calcaneus /tendəυ kl keniəs/
noun the Achilles tendon, the tendon at the
back of the ankle which connects the calf muscles to the heel and which acts to pull up the
heel when the calf muscle is contracted
tendon / tendən/ noun a strip of connective
tissue which attaches a muscle to a bone. Also
called sinew (NOTE: For other terms referring to
tenderness



tendinitis





tendinous



tendo calcaneus





tendon



a tendon, see words beginning with teno-.)
tendonitis /tendə nats/ noun same as
tendinitis
tendon sheath / tendən ʃi θ/ noun a tube of
tendonitis





tendon sheath



membrane which covers and protects a tendon
tendovaginitis /tendəυvd nats/ noun
an inflammation of a tendon sheath, especially
in the thumb
tenesmus /tə nezməs/ noun a condition in
which someone feels the need to pass faeces,
or sometimes urine, but is unable to do so and
experiences pain
tennis elbow /tens elbəυ/ noun an inflammation of the tendons of the extensor muscles
in the hand which are attached to the bone near
the elbow. Also called lateral epicondylitis
teno- /tenəυ/ prefix referring to a tendon
tenonitis /tenəυ nats/ noun the inflammation of a tendon
Tenon’s capsule / ti nɒns kpsju l/ noun
a tissue which lines the orbit of the eye [After
tendovaginitis





tenens
tenesmus



tennis elbow



teno-

tenonitis





Tenon’s capsule



Jacques René Tenon (1724–1816), French surgeon]
tenoplasty / tenəplsti/ noun a surgical optenoplasty



eration to repair a torn tendon
tenorrhaphy /te nɒrəfi/ noun a surgical operation to stitch pieces of a torn tendon together
tenosynovitis /tenəυsanə vats/ noun a
painful inflammation of the tendon sheath and
the tendon inside. Also called peritendinitis
tenorrhaphy



tenosynovitis
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tenotomy /tə nɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut through a tendon
tenovaginitis /tenəυvd nats/ noun
inflammation of the tendon sheath, especially
in the thumb
TENS /tens/ abbreviation a method of treating
pain by applying electrodes to the skin. Small
electric currents are passed through sensory
nerves and the spinal cord. This suppresses the
transmission of pain signals. 쑗 a TENS unit or
machine Full form transcutaneous electrical
tenotomy



tenovaginitis







TENS

nerve stimulation



terfenadine



term

tense /tens/ adjective 1. (of a muscle) contracted 2. nervous and worried 쑗 The patient
was very tense while she waited for the report
from the laboratory.
tension / tenʃən/ noun 1. the act of stretching
or the state of being stretched 2. an emotional
strain or stress
tension headache / tenʃən hedek/ noun
a headache all over the head, caused by worry
and stress
tension pneumothorax / tenʃən nju məυ
θɔ rks/ noun a condition of the pneumothorax in which rupture of the pleura forms an
opening like a valve, through which air is
forced during coughing but cannot escape
tensor / tensə/ noun a muscle which makes a
joint stretch out
tent /tent/ noun a small shelter put over and
around someone’s bed so that gas or vapour
can be passed inside
tentorium cerebelli /tentɔ riəm serə beli/
noun a part of the dura mater which separates
the cerebellum from the cerebral hemispheres
tera- /terə/ prefix 1012. Symbol T
terat- / terət/, terato- / terətəυ/ prefix congenitally unusual
teratocarcinoma /terətəυkɑ s nəυmə/
noun a malignant teratoma, usually in the testes
teratogen /tə rtəden/ noun a substance
which causes the usual development of an embryo or fetus to be disrupted, e.g. the German
measles virus
teratogenesis /terətə denəss/ noun an
unusual pattern of development in an embryo
and fetus
teratogenic /terətə denk/ adjective 1.
having the tendency to produce physical disorders in an embryo or fetus 2. relating to the
production of physical disorders in an embryo
or fetus
teratology /terə tɒlədi/ noun the study of
the unhealthy development of embryos and fetuses
teratoma /terə təυmə/ noun a tumour, especially in an ovary or testis, which is formed of
tissue not usually found in that part of the body
terbutaline /t! bju təli n/ noun a drug
which relaxes muscles, used in the treatment
tense

tension



tension headache



tension pneumothorax





tensor



tent

tentorium cerebelli





tera-

terat-





teratocarcinoma





teratogen



teratogenesis





teratogenic





teratology





teratoma



of respiratory disorders and to control premature labour
teres / təri z/ noun one of two shoulder muscles running from the shoulder blade to the top
of the humerus. The larger of the two muscles,
the teres major, makes the arm turn towards
the inside, and the smaller, the teres minor,
makes it turn towards the outside.
terfenadine /t! fenədi n/ noun an antihistamine used in the treatment of hay fever and urticaria
term /t! m/ noun 1. a limited period of time,
especially the period from conception to childbirth, or a point in time determined for an
event 왍 she was coming near to term she was
near the time when she would give birth 2. part
of a college or school year 쑗 The anatomy exams are at the beginning of the third term. 3. a
name or word for a particular thing
terminal / t! mn(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the last stage of a fatal illness 쑗 The disease is
in its terminal stages. 2. referring to the end,
being at the end of something 쑗 He is suffering
from terminal cancer. 쐽 noun an ending, a part
at the end of an electrode or nerve
terminal branch / t! mn(ə)l brɑ ntʃ/ noun
the end part of a neurone which is linked to a
muscle. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
terminale /t! m neli/ 쏡 filum terminale
terminal illness /t! mn(ə)l lnəs/ noun an
illness from which someone will soon die
terminally ill /t! mnəli l/ adjective very ill
and about to die 쑗 She was admitted to a hospice for terminally ill patients or for the terminally ill.
termination /t! m neʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of ending something 왍 termination (of pregnancy) abortion
-terol /terɒl/ suffix used in names of bronchodilators
tertian / t! ʃ(ə)n/ adjective referring to a fever with symptoms which appear every other
day 쐽 noun a tertian fever or set of symptoms
tertian fever / t! ʃ(ə)n fi və/ noun a type of
malaria where the fever returns every two
days. 쒁 quartan fever
tertiary / t! ʃər/ adjective third, coming after
secondary and primary
tertiary bronchi /t! ʃəri brɒŋki / plural
noun 쒁 syphilis. Same as segmental bronchi
tertiary care /t! ʃəri keə/, tertiary health
care /t! ʃəri helθ keə/ noun highly specialised treatment given in a health care centre, often using very advanced technology. Compare
teres



terbutaline





terminal



terminal branch



terminale





terminal illness



terminally ill



termination





-terol

tertian



tertian fever



tertiary



tertiary bronchi



tertiary care





primary care, secondary care
test /test/ noun a short examination to see if a
test

sample is healthy or if part of the body is working well 쑗 He had an eye test this morning. 쑗
Laboratory tests showed that she was a meningitis carrier. 쑗 Tests are being carried out on
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swabs taken from the operating theatre. 왍 the
urine test was positive the examination of the
urine sample showed the presence of an infection or a diagnostic substance 쐽 verb to examine a sample of tissue to see if it is healthy or
an organ to see if it is working well 쑗 They sent
the urine sample away for testing. 쑗 I must
have my eyes tested.
testes / testi z/ plural of testis
testicle / testk(ə)l/ noun same as testis
testicular /te stkjυlə/ adjective referring to
the testes 쑗 Testicular cancer comprises only
1% of all malignant neoplasms in the male.
testicular artery /testkjυlə ɑ təri/ noun
same as spermatic artery
testicular hormone /testkjυlə hɔ məυn/
noun testosterone
testis / tests/ noun one of two male sex
glands in the scrotum. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement. Also
called testicle (NOTE: The plural is testes. For
testes



testicle



testicular



testicular artery



testicular hormone



testis



other terms referring to the testes, see words beginning with orchi-.)
COMMENT: The testes produce both spermatozoa and the sex hormone, testosterone. Spermatozoa are formed in the testes, and passed
into the epididymis to be stored. From the
epididymis they pass along the vas deferens
through the prostate gland which secretes the
seminal fluid, and are ejaculated through the
penis.
test meal / test mi l/ noun a test to check the
test meal



secretion of gastric juices, no longer much
used
testosterone /te stɒstərəυn/ noun a male
sex hormone, secreted by the Leydig cells in
the testes, which causes physical changes, e.g.
the development of body hair and a deep voice,
to take place in males as they become sexually
mature
test tube / test tju b/ noun a small glass tube
with a rounded bottom, used in laboratories to
hold samples of liquids
test-tube baby / test tju b bebi/ noun a
baby conceived through in vitro fertilisation in
which the mother’s ova are removed from the
ovaries, fertilised with a man’s spermatozoa in
a laboratory, and returned to the mother’s uterus to continue developing in the usual way
tetanic /te tnk/ adjective referring to tetanus
tetano- /tetənəυ/ prefix 1. relating to tetanus
2. relating to tetany
tetanus / tet(ə)nəs/ noun 1. the continuous
contraction of a muscle, under repeated stimuli
from a motor nerve 2. an infection caused by
Clostridium tetani in the soil, which affects the
spinal cord and causes spasms in the muscles
which occur first in the jaw. Also called locktestosterone



test tube



test-tube baby



tetanic



tetano-

tetanus



jaw
COMMENT: People who are liable to infection
with tetanus, such as farm workers, should be

thalamus

immunised against it, and booster injections
are needed from time to time.
tetany / tetəni/ noun spasms of the muscles
tetany



in the feet and hands, caused by a reduction in
the level of calcium in the blood or by lack of
carbon dioxide
tetra- /tetrə/ prefix four
tetracycline /tetrə sakli n/ noun an antibiotic of a group used to treat a wide range of
bacterial diseases such as chlamydia. However, they are deposited in bones and teeth and
cause a permanent yellow stain in teeth if given to children.
tetra-

tetracycline





COMMENT: Because of its side-effects tetracycline should not be given to children. Many
bacteria are now resistant to tetracycline.
tetradactyly /tetrə dktli/ noun a congentetradactyly





ital condition in which a child has only four
fingers or toes
tetralogy of Fallot /tetrlədi əv fləυ/
noun a disorder of the heart which makes a
child’s skin blue. Also called Fallot’s tetralogy. 쒁 Blalock’s operation, Waterston’s operatetralogy of Fallot



tion
COMMENT: The condition is formed of four conditions occurring together: the artery leading
to the lungs is narrow, the right ventricle is enlarged, there is a disorder in the membrane
between the ventricles and the aorta is not
correctly placed.
tetraplegia /tetrə pli də/ same as quadriplegia
textbook / tekstbυk/ noun a book which is
used by students 쑗 a haematology textbook or
tetraplegia





textbook



a textbook on haematology
textbook case / tekstbυk kes/ noun a case
which shows symptoms which are exactly like
those described in a textbook, a very typical
case
thalam- /θləm/ prefix same as thalamotextbook case



thalam-

(used before vowels)

thalamencephalon /θləmen kefəlɒn/
noun a group of structures in the brain linked
to the brain stem, formed of the epithalamus,
hypothalamus and thalamus
thalamic syndrome /θə lmk sndrəυm/
noun a condition in which someone is extremely sensitive to pain, caused by a disorder
of the thalamus
thalamo- /θləməυ/ prefix referring to the
thalamus
thalamocortical
tract
/θləməυ
kɔ tk(ə)l trkt/ noun a tract containing
nerve fibres, running from the thalamus to the
sensory cortex
thalamotomy /θlə mɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an incision into the thalamus to treat intractable pain
thalamus / θləməs/ noun one of two masses of grey matter situated beneath the cerebrum where impulses from the sensory neurones are transmitted to the cerebral cortex.
thalamencephalon





thalamic syndrome



thalamo-

thalamocortical tract



thalamotomy



thalamus
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See illustration at BRAIN in Supplement (NOTE:
The plural is thalami.)
thalassaemia /θl si miə/ noun a heredithalassaemia





tary disorder of which there are several forms
caused by an anomalies in the protein component of the haemoglobin, leading to severe
anaemia. It is found especially in people from
Mediterranean countries, the Middle East and
East Asia. Also called Cooley’s anaemia
thalidomide /θə ldəmad/ noun a synthetic
drug given to pregnant women for morning
sickness in the 1960s which caused babies to
be born with stunted limbs. It is now used in
the treatment of leprosy.
thallium scan / θliəm skn/ noun a method of finding out about the blood supply to the
heart muscle by scanning to see how the radioactive element thallium moves when injected
into the bloodstream and where it attaches itself to the heart wall
thanatology /θnə tɒlədi/ noun the study
of the medical, psychological and sociological
aspects of death and the ways in which people
deal with it
thaw /θɔ / verb to bring something which is
frozen back to usual temperature
theatre / θətə/ noun 쏡 operating theatre
thalidomide



thallium scan



thanatology





thaw

theatre



‘While waiting to go to theatre, parents should be encouraged to participate in play with their children’
[British Journal of Nursing]
theatre gown / θətə &aυn/ noun 1. a loose
theatre gown



piece of clothing worn by a person having an
operation 2. a long green robe worn over other
clothes by a surgeon or nurse in an operating
theatre
theatre nurse / θətə n! s/ noun a nurse
who is specially trained to assist a surgeon during an operation
theca / θi kə/ noun tissue shaped like a sheath
thelarche / θelɑ ki/ noun the beginning of
the process of breast development in young
women
thenar / θi nə/ adjective referring to the palm
of the hand 쐽 noun the palm of the hand. Compare hypothenar
thenar eminence /θi nər emnəns/ noun
the ball of the thumb, the lump of flesh in the
palm of the hand below the thumb
theophylline /θi ɒfli n/ noun a compound
made synthetically or extracted from tea
leaves which helps to widen blood vessels and
airways, and to stimulate the central nervous
system and heart. It is used in the treatment of
breathing disorders.
theory / θəri/ noun an argument which explains a scientific fact
therapeutic /θerə pju tk/ adjective given
in order to cure a disorder or disease
therapeutic abortion /θerəpju tk ə
bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun an abortion which is carried
out because the health of the mother is in danger
theatre nurse



theca



thelarche



thenar



thenar eminence



theophylline



theory



therapeutic





therapeutic abortion





therapeutic index /θerəpju tk ndeks/
noun the ratio of the dose of a drug which causes cell damage to the dose of that drug which
is typically needed to effect a cure, by which
the safety of the drug is decided
therapeutic radiographer /θerəpju tk
redi ɒ&rəfə/ noun someone specially trained
to use X-rays or radioactive isotopes in the
treatment of patients
therapeutics /θerə pju tks/ noun the
study of various types of treatment and their
effect on patients
therapist / θerəpst/ noun a person specially
trained to give therapy 쑗 an occupational therapist 쒁 psychotherapist
therapy / θerəpi/ noun the treatment of a person to help cure a disease or disorder
therm /θ! m / noun a unit of heat equal to
100,000 British thermal units or 1.055 x 108
joules
thermal / θ! m(ə)l/ adjective referring to heat
thermal anaesthesia /θ! m(ə)l nəs
θi ziə/ noun the loss of the feeling of heat
thermo- /θ! məυ/ prefix referring to heat or
temperature
thermoanaesthesia
/θ! məυnəs
θi ziə/ noun a condition in which someone
cannot tell the difference between hot and cold
thermocautery /θ! məυ kɔ təri/ noun the
procedure of removing dead tissue by heat
thermocoagulation
/θ! məυkəυ&jυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun the procedure of removing tissue and coagulating blood by heat
thermogram / θ! mə&rm/ noun an infrared photograph of part of the body
thermograph / θ! məυ&rɑ f/ noun a device
that shows patterns of heat radiated from a
body, used in diagnosis
thermography /θ! mɒ&rəfi/ noun a technique, used especially in screening for breast
cancer, where part of the body is photographed
using infrared rays which record the heat given
off by the skin and show variations in the blood
circulating beneath the skin
thermolysis /θ! mɒləss/ noun a loss of
body temperature, e.g. by sweating
thermometer /θə mɒmtə/ noun an instrument for measuring temperature
thermophilic /θ! məυ flk/ adjective referring to an organism which needs a high temperature to grow
thermoreceptor /θ! məυr septə/ noun a
sensory nerve which registers heat
thermotaxis /θ! məυ tkss/ noun an automatic regulation of the body’s temperature
thermotherapy /θ! məυ θerəpi/ noun treatment using heat, e.g. from hot water or infrared lamps, to treat conditions such as arthritis
and bad circulation. Also called heat therapy
thiamine / θaəmi n/, thiamin / θaəmn/
noun same as Vitamin B1
therapeutic index



therapeutic radiographer







therapeutics





therapist



therapy



therm

thermal



thermal anaesthesia





thermo-

thermoanaesthesia











thermocautery





thermocoagulation



thermogram



thermograph



thermography



thermolysis



thermometer



thermophilic





thermoreceptor





thermotaxis





thermotherapy





thiamine
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thicken / θkən/ verb 1. to become wider or
larger, or cause something to become wider or
larger 쑗 The walls of the arteries thicken under
deposits of fat. 2. (of liquid ) to become more
dense and viscid and flow less easily 쑗 The
liquid thickens as its cools.
Thiersch graft / təʃ &rɑ ft/, Thiersch’s
graft / təʃz &rɑ ft/ same as split-skin graft
thigh /θa/ noun the top part of the leg from
the knee to the groin
thighbone / θabəυn/ noun the femur, the
bone in the top part of the leg, which joins the
acetabulum at the hip and the tibia at the knee
thicken



Thiersch graft





thigh

thighbone



(NOTE: For other terms referring to the thigh, see
femoral.)
thin /θn/ adjective 1. not fat 쑗 His arms are
very thin. 쑗 She’s getting too thin – she should
eat more. 쑗 He became quite thin after his illness. 2. not thick 쑗 They cut a thin slice of tissue for examination under the microscope. 3.
referring to blood which is watery (NOTE: thinner – thinnest)
thiopental
sodium
/θaəυpent(ə)l
səυdiəm/ noun a barbiturate drug used as a
thin

thiopental sodium



rapid-acting intravenous general anaesthetic.
Also called thiopentone
thiopentone /θaəυ pentəυn/, thiopentone
sodium / θaəυpentəυn səυdiəm/ noun
same as thiopental sodium (NOTE: Its chemical
thiopentone







formula is C11H17N2O2SNa.)
thioridazine /θaəυ rdəzi n/ noun a synthioridazine





thetic compound used as a tranquilliser for
people who are suffering from a psychosis
third-degree burn /θ! d d&ri b! n/
noun a burn in which the skin and the tissues
beneath it are severely damaged
third-degree haemorrhoids /θ! d d &ri /
plural noun haemorrhoids which protrude into
the anus permanently
third molar /θ! d məυlə/ noun one of the
four molars at the back of the jaw, which only
appears at about the age of 20 and sometimes
does not appear at all. Same as wisdom tooth
thirst /θ! st/ noun a feeling of wanting to
drink 쑗 He had a fever and a violent thirst.
thirsty / θ! sti/ adjective wanting to drink 쑗 If
the patient is thirsty, give her a glass of water.
third-degree burn





third-degree haemorrhoids



third molar

thirst

thirsty



(NOTE: thirstier – thirstiest)
Thomas’s splint / tɒməsz splnt/, Thomas splint / tɒməs splnt/ noun a metal splint
Thomas’s splint





used to keep a fractured leg still. It has a padded ring at the hip attached to rods to which
bandages are bound and a bar under the foot at
the lower end. [Described 1875. After Hugh

Owen Thomas (1834–91), British surgeon and
bonesetter.]
thorac- /θɔ rəs/ prefix same as thoraco- (used
before vowels)
thoracectomy /θɔ rə sektəmi/ noun a surthorac-

thoracectomy





gical operation to remove one or more ribs

thready

thoracentesis /θɔ rəsen ti ss/ noun same
as thoracocentesis
thoraces / θɔ rəsi z/ plural of thorax
thoracic /θɔ rsk/ adjective referring to the
chest or thorax
thoracic aorta /θɔ rsk e ɔ tə/ noun part
of the aorta which crosses the thorax
thoracic cavity /θɔ rsk kvti/ noun
the chest cavity, containing the diaphragm,
heart and lungs
thoracic duct /θɔ rsk d"kt/ noun one of
the main terminal ducts carrying lymph, on the
left side of the neck
thoracic inlet /θɔ rsk nlət/ noun a
small opening at the top of the thorax
thoracic outlet /θɔ rsk aυtlet/ noun a
large opening at the bottom of the thorax
thoracic outlet syndrome /θɔ rsk
aυtlet sndrəυm/ noun same as scalenus
thoracentesis





thoraces



thoracic



thoracic aorta





thoracic cavity



thoracic duct



thoracic inlet



thoracic outlet



thoracic outlet syndrome



syndrome

thoracic vertebrae /θɔ rsk v! tbri /
plural noun the twelve vertebrae in the spine
behind the chest, to which the ribs are attached
thoraco- /θɔ rəkəυ/ prefix relating to the thorax
thoracocentesis
/θɔ rəkəυsen ti ss/
noun an operation in which a hollow needle is
inserted into the pleura to drain fluid
thoracolumbar /θɔ rəkəυ l"mbə/ adjective
referring to the thoracic and lumbar areas of
the body
thoracoplasty / θɔ rəkəυplsti/ noun a
surgical operation to cut through the ribs to allow the lungs to collapse, formerly a treatment
for pulmonary tuberculosis
thoracoscope / θɔ rəkəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument, like a tube with a light at the
end, used to examine the inside of the chest
thoracoscopy /θɔ rə kɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of the chest, using a
thoracoscope
thoracotomy /θɔ rə kɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make a hole in the wall of the
chest
thorax / θɔ rks/ noun the cavity in the top
part of the front of the body above the abdomen, containing the diaphragm, heart and
lungs, and surrounded by the ribcage
thread /θred/ noun a thin piece of cotton, suture, etc. 쑗 The surgeon used strong thread to
make the suture. 쐽 verb to insert a thin piece of
cotton, suture, etc. through the eye of a needle
thread vein / θred ven/ noun a fine vein that
is visible through the skin
threadworm / θredw! m/ noun a thin parasitic worm, Enterobius vernicularis, which infests the large intestine and causes itching
round the anus. 쏡 Enterobius. Also called pinthoracic vertebrae



thoraco-

thoracocentesis





thoracolumbar





thoracoplasty



thoracoscope



thoracoscopy





thoracotomy





thorax



thread

thread vein



threadworm



worm

thready / θredi/ adjective referring to a pulse
which is very weak and can hardly be felt
thready
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thready pulse /θredi p"ls/ noun a very
weak pulse which is hard to detect
threatened
abortion /θret(ə)nd ə
bɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a possible abortion in the early
stages of pregnancy, indicated by bleeding
threonine / θri əni n/ noun an essential amino acid
threshold / θreʃhəυld/ noun 1. the point at
which something starts, e.g. where something
can be perceived by the body or where a drug
starts to have an effect 쑗 She has a low hearing
threshold. 2. the point at which a sensation is
strong enough to be sensed by the sensory
nerves
thready pulse



threatened abortion





threonine



threshold



‘…if intracranial pressure rises above the treatment
threshold, it is imperative first to validate the reading
and then to eliminate any factors exacerbating the
rise in pressure’ [British Journal of Hospital Medicine]
thrill /θrl/ noun a vibration which can be felt
thrill

with the hands
thrive /θrav/ verb to do well, to live and grow
strongly
-thrix /θrks/ suffix relating to a hair
throat /θrəυt/ noun 1. the top part of the tube
which goes down from the mouth to the stomach 2. the front part of the neck below the chin
왍 to clear the throat to give a little cough
thrive

-thrix

throat

COMMENT:

The throat carries both food from
the mouth and air from the nose and mouth. It
divides into the oesophagus, which takes food
to the stomach, and the trachea, which takes
air into the lungs.
throb /θrɒb/ verb 1. (of the heart) to beat hardthrob

thromboarteritis /θrɒmbəυ ɑ tə rats/
noun inflammation of an artery caused by
thrombosis
thrombocyte / θrɒmbəυsat/ noun same as
thromboarteritis







thrombocyte



platelet

thrombocythaemia /θrɒmbəυsa θi miə/
noun a disease in which someone has an unusually high number of platelets in the blood
thrombocytopenia
/θrɒmbəυsatəυ
pi niə/ noun a condition in which someone
has an unusually low number of platelets in the
blood
thrombocytopenic
/θrɒmbəυsatəυ
penk/ adjective referring to thrombocytopenia
thrombocytosis
/θrɒmbəυsa təυss/
noun an increase in the number of platelets in
someone’s blood
thrombo-embolic deterrent stocking /
θrɒmbəυ embɒlk d terənt stɒkŋ/ noun
a support stocking to prevent thrombus formation following surgery. Abbr TED
thromboembolism
/ θrɒmbəυ
embəlz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which a
blood clot forms in one part of the body and
moves through the blood vessels to block another, usually smaller, part
thromboendarterectomy /θrɒmbəυend
ɑ tə rektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
open an artery to remove a blood clot which is
blocking it
thromboendarteritis /θrɒmbəυendɑ tə
rats/ noun inflammation of the inside of an
artery, caused by thrombosis
thrombokinase /θrɒmbəυ kanez/ noun
an enzyme which converts prothrombin into
thrombin, so starting the sequence for coagulation of blood. Also called thromboplastin
thrombolysis /θrɒm bɒləss/ noun same as
thrombocythaemia





thrombocytopenia













thrombocytopenic

thrombocytosis





thrombo-embolic deterrent stocking







thromboembolism





thromboendarterectomy







thromboendarteritis







er and faster than usual, especially from exertion or fear 2. (of a painful part of the body) to
experience pain which comes and goes regularly 쑗 Once the local anaesthetic wore off his
thumb began to throb.
throbbing / θrɒbŋ/ adjective referring to
pain which comes again and again like a heart
beat 쑗 She has a throbbing pain in her finger.
쑗 He has a throbbing headache.
throbbing pain /θrɒbŋ pen/ noun pain
which continues in repeated short attacks
thrombectomy /θrɒm bektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a blood clot
thrombin / θrɒmbn/ noun a substance
which converts fibrinogen to fibrin and so coagulates blood
thrombo- /θrɒmbəυ/ prefix 1. referring to a
blood clot 2. referring to thrombosis
thromboangiitis /θrɒmbəυndi ats/
noun a condition in which the blood vessels
swell and develop blood clots along their walls
thromboangiitis
obliterans
/
θrɒmbəυndiats əb ltərənz/ noun a
disease of the arteries in which the blood vessels in a limb, usually the leg, become narrow,
causing gangrene. Also called Buerger’s dis-

thrombolytic /θrɒmbəυ ltk/ adjective
same as fibrinolytic
thrombophlebitis
/θrɒmbəυfl bats/
noun the blocking of a vein by a blood clot,
sometimes causing inflammation
thromboplastic /θrɒmbəυ plstk/ adjective causing or increasing the formation of
blood clots
thromboplastin /θrɒmbəυ plstn/ noun
same as thrombokinase
thrombopoiesis /θrɒmbəυpɔ i ss/ noun
the process by which blood platelets are
formed
thrombose /θrɒm bəυz/ verb to cause
thrombosis in a blood vessel, or be affected by
thrombosis
thrombosis /θrɒm bəυss/ noun the blocking of an artery or vein by a mass of coagulated
blood
thrombus / θrɒmbəs/ noun same as blood

ease

clot

throbbing



throbbing pain



thrombectomy



thrombin



thrombo-

thromboangiitis







thromboangiitis obliterans







thrombokinase





thrombolysis



fibrinolysis
thrombolytic



thrombophlebitis





thromboplastic





thromboplastin





thrombopoiesis





thrombose



thrombosis



thrombus
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throw up /θrəυ "p/ verb same as vomit
throw up



(informal )

thrush /θr"ʃ/ noun an infection of the mouth
or the vagina with the bacterium Candida albicans
thumb /θ"m/ noun the short thick finger, with
only two bones, which is separated from the
other four fingers on the hand
thumb-sucking / θ"m s"kŋ/ noun the action of sucking a thumb 쑗 Thumb-sucking
tends to push the teeth forward.
thym- /θam/ prefix referring to the thymus
gland
thymectomy /θa mektəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to remove the thymus gland
-thymia /θamiə/ suffix referring to a state of
mind
thymic / θamk/ adjective referring to the
thymus gland
thymine / θami n/ noun one of the four basic
chemicals in DNA
thymitis /θa mats/ noun inflammation of
the thymus gland
thymocyte / θaməυsat/ noun a lymphocyte formed in the thymus gland
thymol / θamɒl/ noun a colourless compound which is made synthetically or extracted from thyme oil, used as an antiseptic
thymoma /θa məυmə/ noun a tumour in the
thymus gland
thymus / θaməs/, thymus gland / θaməs
&lnd/ noun an endocrine gland in the front
part of the top of the thorax, behind the breastbone
thrush

thumb

thumb-sucking



thym-

thymectomy



-thymia

thymic



thymine



thymitis



thymocyte



thymol



thymoma



thymus





COMMENT:

The thymus gland produces lymphocytes and is responsible for developing
the system of natural immunity in children. It
grows less active as the person becomes an
adult. Lymphocytes produced by the thymus
are known as T-lymphocytes or T-cells.
thyro- /θarəυ/ prefix referring to the thyroid
thyro-

gland
thyrocalcitonin
/θarəυklsi təυnn/
noun same as calcitonin
thyrocele / θarəυsi l/ noun swelling of the
thyroid gland
thyroglobulin /θarəυ &lɒbjυln/ noun protein stored in the thyroid gland which is broken
down into thyroxine
thyroglossal /θarəυ &lɒs(ə)l/ adjective referring to the thyroid gland and the throat
thyroglossal cyst /θarəυ&lɒs(ə)l sst/
noun a cyst in the front of the neck
thyroid / θarɔd/, thyroid gland noun / θa*
rɔd &lnd/ an endocrine gland in the neck,
which is activated by the pituitary gland and
secretes a hormone which regulates the body’s
metabolism 쐽 adjective referring to the thyroid
gland
thyrocalcitonin





thyrocele



thyroglobulin





thyroglossal





thyroglossal cyst



thyroid





COMMENT: The thyroid gland needs a supply
of iodine in order to produce thyroxine. If the
thyroid gland malfunctions, it can result in

thyroxine

hyperthyroidism (producing too much thyroxine) leading to goitre, or in hypothyroidism
(producing too little thyroxine). Hyperthyroidism can be treated with carbimazole.
thyroid cartilage /θarɔd kɑ təld/ noun
thyroid cartilage



a large cartilage in the larynx, part of which
forms the Adam’s apple. See illustration at
LUNGS in Supplement
thyroid depressant / θarɔd dpres(ə)nt/
noun a drug which reduces the activity of the
thyroid gland
thyroid
dysfunction / θarɔd ds
f"ŋkʃ(ə)n/ noun malfunction of the thyroid
gland
thyroidectomy /θarɔ dektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove all or part of the
thyroid gland
thyroid extract / θarɔd ekstrkt/ noun a
substance extracted from thyroid glands of animals and used to treat hypothyroidism
thyroid gland / θarɔd &lnd/ noun same
as thyroid
thyroid hormone / θarɔd hɔ məυn/ noun
a hormone produced by the thyroid gland
thyroiditis /θarɔ dats/ noun inflammation of the thyroid gland
thyroid-stimulating hormone / θarɔd
stmjυletŋ hɔ məυn/ noun a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland which stimulates
the thyroid gland. Abbr TSH. Also called thythyroid depressant





thyroid dysfunction





thyroidectomy





thyroid extract



thyroid gland



thyroid hormone



thyroiditis





thyroid-stimulating hormone



rotrophin

thyroparathyroidectomy /θarəυprə
θarɔ dektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
remove the thyroid and parathyroid glands
thyroplasty / θarəυplsti/ noun a surgical
procedure performed on the cartilages of the
larynx to improve the quality of the voice
thyrotomy /θa rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
opening made in the thyroid cartilage or the
thyroid gland
thyrotoxic /θarəυ tɒksk/ adjective referring to severe hyperthyroidism
thyrotoxic crisis /θarəυtɒksk krass/
noun a sudden illness caused by hyperthyroidism
thyrotoxic goitre /θarəυtɒksk &ɔtə/
noun overactivity of the thyroid gland, as in
hyperthyroidism
thyrotoxicosis /θarəυtɒks kəυss/ noun
same as hyperthyroidism
thyrotrophin /θarəυ trəυfn/ noun same as
thyroparathyroidectomy









thyroplasty



thyrotomy



thyrotoxic





thyrotoxic crisis





thyrotoxic goitre





thyrotoxicosis





thyrotrophin





thyroid-stimulating hormone (NOTE: The US
term is thyrotropin.)
thyrotrophin-releasing
hormone
/
θarəυtrəυfn r li sŋ hɔ məυn/ noun a
thyrotrophin-releasing hormone







hormone secreted by the hypothalamus, which
makes the pituitary gland release thyrotrophin,
which in turn stimulates the thyroid gland.
Abbr TRH
thyroxine /θa rɒksi n/ noun a hormone produced by the thyroid gland which regulates the
thyroxine
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body’s metabolism and the conversion of food
into heat, used in treatment of hypothyroidism
TIA abbr transient ischaemic attack
TIA

tinea cruris /tniə kru rs/ noun a fungal
infection of the groin area, especially in hot
climates
tinea pedis /tniə peds/ noun same as athtinea cruris



tinea pedis

‘…blood pressure control reduces the incidence of
first stroke and aspirin appears to reduce the risk of
stroke after TIAs by some 15%’ [British Journal of
Hospital Medicine]
tibia / tbiə/ noun the larger of the two long



lete’s foot
tingle / tŋ&əl/ verb to have a pricking or
tingle



tibia

bones in the lower leg between the knee and
the ankle. Also called shinbone. Compare fibula

tibial / tbiəl/ adjective referring to the tibia
tibial artery / tbiəl ɑ təri/ noun one of two
arteries which run down the front and back of
the lower leg
tibialis /tbi els/ noun one of two muscles
in the lower leg running from the tibia to the
foot
tibial torsion /tbiəl tɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun a persistent slight twist in the tibia, caused by a
cramped position in the uterus. It makes the
feet of young children point inwards for up to
a year after they begin to walk on their own,
but it corrects itself as the leg grows.
tibio- /tbiəυ/ prefix referring to the tibia
tibiofibular /tbiəυ fbjυlə/ adjective referring to both the tibia and the fibula
tic /tk/ noun an involuntary twitch of the muscles usually in the face (informal )
tic douloureux /tk du lə ru / noun same as
tibial



tibial artery



tibialis





tibial torsion



tibio-

tibiofibular





tic

tic douloureux



trigeminal neuralgia
tick /tk/ noun a tiny parasite which sucks
tick

blood from the skin
tick fever / tk fi və/ noun an infectious disease transmitted by bites from ticks
t.i.d., TID adverb (used on prescriptions) three
times a day. Full form ter in die
tidal air / tad(ə)l eə/, tidal volume /
tad(ə)l vɒlju m/ noun the amount of air that
passes in and out of the body in breathing
-tidine /tdi n/ suffix used for antihistamine
drugs
tie /ta/ verb to attach a thread with a knot 쑗
The surgeon quickly tied up the stitches. 쑗 The
nurse had tied the bandage too tight. (NOTE: tytick fever



t.i.d.

tidal air





-tidine

tie

ing – tied)
timolol / tməlɒl/ noun a beta-blocker used in
timolol



the treatment of migraine, high blood pressure
and glaucoma
tinct. abbr tincture
tincture / tŋktʃə/ noun a medicinal substance dissolved in alcohol
tincture of iodine /tŋktʃər əv aədi n/
noun a weak solution of iodine in alcohol, used
as an antiseptic
tinea / tniə/ noun 쏡 ringworm
tinea barbae /tniə bɑ bi / noun a fungal
infection in the beard
tinea capitis /tniə kə pats/ noun a fungal
infection on the scalp
tinct.

tincture



tincture of iodine



tinea



tinea barbae



tinea capitis





stinging sensation in a body part
tingling / tŋ&lŋ/ noun a feeling of pricking
or stinging in a body part 쑗 an unpleasant tingling down her arm 쐽 adjective pricking or
stinging 쑗 a tingling sensation
tinnitus / tntəs/ noun a condition in which
someone hears a ringing sound in the ears
tingling





tinnitus



COMMENT: Tinnitus can sound like bells, or
buzzing, or a loud roaring sound. In some cases it is caused by wax blocking the auditory
canal, but it is also associated with Ménière’s
disease, infections of the middle ear and
acoustic nerve conditions.
tipped womb /tpt wu m/ noun US same
as retroverted uterus
tired / taəd/ adjective feeling a need to rest
tiredness / taədnəs/ noun the condition of
tipped womb



tired



tiredness



being tired
tired out /taəd aυt/ adjective feeling extremely tired 쑗 She is tired out after the physiotherapy.
tissue / tʃu / noun a group of cells that carries out a specific function (NOTE: For other
tired out



tissue



terms referring to tissue, see words beginning
with hist-, histo-.)
COMMENT: Most of the body is made up of soft
tissue, with the exception of the bones and
cartilage. The main types of body tissue are
connective, epithelial, muscular and nerve tissue.
tissue culture / tʃu k"ltʃə/ noun tissue
tissue culture



grown in a culture medium in a laboratory
tissue plasminogen activator /tʃu
plz mnədən ktvetə/ noun an agent
given to cause fibrinolysis in blood clots. Abbr
tissue plasminogen activator





TPA

tissue type / tʃu tap/ noun the immunological characteristics of a tissue that determine whether or not it can be successfully
transplanted into another person
tissue typing / tʃu tapŋ/ noun the process of identifying various elements in tissue
from a donor and comparing them to those of
the recipient to see if a transplant is likely to be
rejected
titanium /ta teniəm / noun a light metallic
element which does not corrode (NOTE: The
tissue type



tissue typing



titanium



chemical symbol is Ti.)

titration /ta treʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of
measuring the strength of a solution
titre / ti tə/ noun a measurement of the quantity of antibodies in a serum
T-lymphocyte / ti lmfəsat/ noun a lymphocyte formed in the thymus gland. Also
called T-cell
TNM classification /ti en em klsf
keʃ(ə)n/ noun an internationally agreed
titration



titre



T-lymphocyte



TNM classification
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standard which is the most widely used means
for classifying the extent of cancer. T refers to
the size of the tumour, N to the lymph node involvement and M to the presence or absence of
metastasis.
toco- /təυkəυ/ prefix referring to childbirth
tocography /tɒ kɒ&rəfi/ noun the process of
recording the contractions of the uterus during
childbirth
tocopherol /tɒ kɒfərɒl/ noun one of a group
of fat-soluble compounds which make up vitamin E, found in vegetable oils and leafy green
vegetables
toddler’s diarrhoea /tɒdləz daə ri ə/
noun a condition in which recurrent loose
stools are produced, often containing partially
digested food. It usually occurs in children between the ages of one and three years.
Todd’s paralysis / tɒdz pə rləss/, Todd’s
palsy / tɒdz pɔ lzi/ noun a temporary paralysis of part of the body which has been the starting point of focal epilepsy
toe /təυ/ noun one of the five separate parts at
the end of the foot. Each toe is formed of three
bones or phalanges, except the big toe, which
only has two.
toenail / təυnel/ noun a thin hard growth
covering the end of a toe
toileting / tɔlətŋ/ noun the act of helping
someone to perform the actions of urinating or
opening their bowels, including helping them
to do so if they are unable to get out of bed or
are incontinent
toilet training / tɔlət trenŋ/ noun the
process of teaching a small child to pass urine
or faeces in a toilet, so that he or she no longer
requires nappies
tolbutamide /tɒl bju təmad/ noun a drug
which lowers blood-glucose levels by stimulating the pancreas to produce more insulin. It
is used in the treatment of Type II diabetes.
tolerance / tɒlərəns/ noun the ability of the
body to tolerate a substance or an action 쑗 He
has been taking the drug for so long that he
has developed a tolerance to it.
toco-

tocography



tocopherol



toddler’s diarrhoea





Todd’s paralysis







toe

toenail



toileting



toilet training



tolbutamide



tolerance



‘26 patients were selected from the outpatient department on grounds of disabling breathlessness, severely limiting exercise tolerance and the performance of activities of normal daily living’ [Lancet]
tolerate / tɒləret/ verb 1. not to be affected
tolerate



by the unpleasant effects of something, especially not to experience bad effects from being
exposed to something harmful 2. not to react to
a drug through having developed a resistance
to it
-tome /təυm/ suffix 1. a cutting instrument 2.
a segment 쑗 a dermatome
tomo- /təυməυ/ prefix referring to cutting or
a section
tomogram / təυmə&rm/ noun a picture of
part of the body taken by tomography
-tome

tomo-

tomogram



tonsillotome

tomography /tə mɒ&rəfi/ noun the scanning
of a particular part of the body using X-rays or
ultrasound
-tomy /təmi/ suffix referring to a surgical operation
tone /təυn/ noun the slightly tense state of a
healthy muscle when it is not fully relaxed.
Also called tonicity, tonus
tongue /t"ŋ/ noun the long muscular organ
inside the mouth which can move and is used
for tasting, swallowing and speaking. The top
surface is covered with papillae, some of
which contain taste buds. 쑗 The doctor told
him to stick out his tongue and say ‘Ah’. Also
called glossa (NOTE: For other terms referring to
tomography



-tomy

tone

tongue

the tongue, see lingual and words beginning
with gloss-, glosso-.)
tongue depressor / t"ŋ dpresə/ noun an
tongue depressor





instrument, usually a thin piece of wood, used
by a doctor to hold someone’s tongue down
while the throat is being examined
tongue-tie / t"ŋ ta/ noun the condition of
being unable to move your tongue with the
usual amount of freedom, because the small
membrane which attaches the tongue to the
floor of the mouth is unusually short
tonic / tɒnk/ adjective referring to a muscle
which is contracted 쐽 noun a substance which
improves the someone’s general health or
which makes a tired person more energetic 쑗
He is taking a course of iron tonic tablets. 쑗
She asked the doctor to prescribe a tonic for
her anaemia.
tonicity /təυ nsti/ noun same as tone
tono- /təυnəυ/ prefix referring to pressure
tonography /təυ nɒ&rəfi/ noun a measurement of the pressure inside an eyeball
tonometer /təυ nɒmtə/ noun an instrument
which measures the pressure inside an organ,
especially the eye
tonometry /təυ nɒmətri/ noun a measurement of pressure inside an organ, especially
the eye
tonsil / tɒns(ə)l/ noun an area of lymphoid
tissue at the back of the throat in which lymph
circulates and protects the body against germs
entering through the mouth. Also called palatongue-tie



tonic



tonicity



tono-

tonography



tonometer



tonometry



tonsil



tine tonsil
COMMENT: The tonsils are larger in children
than in adults, and are more liable to infection.
When infected, the tonsils become enlarged
and can interfere with breathing.
tonsillar / tɒnslə/ adjective referring to the
tonsillar



tonsils
tonsillectomy /tɒns lektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the tonsils
tonsillitis /tɒns lats/ noun inflammation
of the tonsils
tonsillotome /tɒn slətəυm/ noun a surgical
instrument used in cutting into or removing the
tonsils
tonsillectomy





tonsillitis





tonsillotome



Medicine.fm Page 422 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

tonsillotomy

422

tonsillotomy /tɒns lɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make a cut into the tonsils
tonus / təυnəs/ noun same as tone
tooth /tu θ/ noun one of a set of bones in the
mouth which are used to chew food (NOTE: The
tonsillotomy





tonus



tooth

plural is teeth. For other terms relating to the
teeth, see words beginning with dent-.)
COMMENT: A tooth is formed of a soft core of
pulp, covered with a layer of hard dentine. The
top part of the tooth, the crown, which can be
seen above the gum, is covered with hard
shiny enamel which is very hard-wearing. The
lower part of the tooth, the root, which attaches the tooth to the jaw, is covered with cement, also a hard substance, but which is
slightly rough and holds the periodontal membrane which links the tooth to the jaw. The
milk teeth in a child appear over the first two
years of childhood and consist of incisors, canines and molars. The permanent teeth which
replace them are formed of eight incisors, four
canines, eight premolars and twelve molars.
The last four molars (the third molars or wisdom teeth), are not always present, and do
not appear much before the age of twenty.
Permanent teeth start to appear about the age
of five to six. The order of eruption of the permanent teeth is: first molars, incisors, premolars, canines, second molars, wisdom teeth.
toothache / tu θek/ noun a pain in a tooth.
Also called odontalgia
topagnosis /təυpə &nəυss/ noun an inatoothache



topagnosis





bility to tell which part of your body has been
touched, caused by a disorder of the brain
tophus / təυfəs/ noun a deposit of solid crystals in the skin or in the joints, especially in
someone with gout (NOTE: The plural is tophi.)
topical / tɒpk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a
specific area of the external surface of the
body 쑗 suitable for topical application
tophus



topical



‘…one of the most common routes of neonatal poisoning is percutaneous absorption following topical
administration’ [Southern Medical Journal]
topical drug / tɒpk(ə)l dr"&/ noun a drug
topical drug



which is applied to a specific external part of
the body only
topically / tɒpkli/ adverb by putting on a
specific external part of the body only 쑗 The
cream is applied topically.
topo- /tɒpə/ prefix a place or region
topographical /tɒpə &rfk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to topography
topography /tə pɒ&rəfi/ noun the description of each particular part of the body
tormina / tɔ mnə/ noun same as colic
torpid / tɔ pd/ adjective describing a part of
the body that has lost the ability to move or
feel
torpor / tɔ pə/ noun a condition in which
someone seems sleepy or slow to react
torsion / tɔ ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the twisting of
something, or a twisted state 2. the stress
placed on an object which has been twisted
topically



topo-

topographical



topography



tormina



torpid



torpor



torsion





torso / tɔ səυ/ noun the main part of the body,
not including the arms, legs and head. Also
called trunk
torticollis /tɔ t kɒls/ noun a condition of
the neck, where the head is twisted to one side
by contraction of the sternocleidomastoid
muscle. Also called wry neck
total / təυt(ə)l/ adjective 1. complete 쑗 He
has total paralysis of the lower part of the
body. 2. throughout the whole body
total body irradiation /təυt(ə)l bɒdi 
redi eʃ(ə)n/ noun treating the whole body
with radiation
total deafness /təυt(ə)l defnəs/ noun being unable to hear any sound at all. 쒁 hearing
torso



torticollis





total



total body irradiation







total deafness



loss

total hip arthroplasty /təυt(ə)l hp
ɑ θrəυplsti/, total hip replacement /
təυt(ə)l hp rplesmənt/ noun the replacement of both the head of the femur and the
acetabulum with an artificial joint
total hysterectomy /təυt(ə)l hstə
rektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the
whole uterus
total pancreatectomy /təυt(ə)l pŋkriə
tektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the
whole pancreas together with part of the duodenum. Also called Whipple’s operation
total recall /təυt(ə)l r kɔ l/ noun the fact of
being able to remember something in complete detail
touch /t"tʃ/ noun one of the five senses,
where sensations are felt by part of the skin,
especially by the fingers and lips
total hip arthroplasty







total hysterectomy





total pancreatectomy





total recall





touch

COMMENT: Touch is sensed by receptors in the
skin which send impulses back to the brain.
The touch receptors can tell the difference between hot and cold, hard and soft, wet and
dry, and rough and smooth.
tough /t"f/ adjective unable to break or tear
easily 쑗 The meninges are covered by a layer
tough

of tough tissue, the dura mater.
Tourette’s syndrome /tu rets sn
drəυm/, Tourette syndrome /tu ret sn
drəυm/ noun a condition which includes involuntary movements, tics, use of foul language and respiratory disorders. Also called
Tourette’s syndrome





Gilles de la Tourette Syndrome
tourniquet / tɔ nke/ noun an instrument or
tourniquet



tight bandage wrapped round a limb to constrict an artery, so reducing the flow of blood
and stopping bleeding from a wound
tox- /tɒks/ prefix same as toxo- (used before
tox-

vowels)

toxaemia /tɒk si miə/ noun the presence of
poisonous substances in the blood. 쒁 blood
toxaemia



poisoning (NOTE: The US spelling is toxemia.)

toxaemia of pregnancy /tɒksi miə əv
pre&nənsi/ noun a condition which can affect
women towards the end of pregnancy, in which
they develop high blood pressure and pass protein in the urine
toxaemia of pregnancy
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toxic / tɒksk/ adjective poisonous
toxic goitre /tɒksk &ɔtə/ noun a type of
goitre due to hyperthyroidism in which the
limbs tremble and the eyes protrude
toxicity /tɒk ssti/ noun 1. the degree to
which a substance is poisonous or harmful 2.
the amount of poisonous or harmful material
in a substance
toxico- /tɒkskəυ/ prefix referring to poison
toxicogenic /tɒkskəυ denk/ adjective
same as toxigenic
toxicologist /tɒks kɒlədst/ noun a scientist who specialises in the study of poisons
toxicology /tɒks kɒlədi/ noun the scientific study of poisons and their effects on the
human body
toxicosis /tɒks kəυss/ noun poisoning
toxic shock syndrome /tɒksk ʃɒk sn*
drəυm/ noun a serious condition caused by a
staphylococcus infection of the skin or soft tissue. Its symptoms include vomiting, high fever, faintness, muscle aches, a rash and confusion. Abbr TSS
toxigenic /tɒks denk/ adjective caused or
produced by a toxin. Also called toxicogenic
toxin / tɒksn/ noun a poisonous substance
produced in the body by microorganisms, and
which, if injected into an animal, stimulates
the production of antitoxins
toxo- /tɒksəυ/ prefix referring to poison
toxocariasis /tɒksəkə raəss/ noun the infestation of the intestine with worms from a
dog or cat. Also called visceral larva migrans
toxoid / tɒksɔd/ noun a toxin which has
been treated and is no longer poisonous, but
which can still provoke the formation of antibodies. Toxoids are used as vaccines, and are
injected into a patient to give immunity against
specific diseases.
toxoid-antitoxin /tɒksɔd nt tɒksn/
noun a mixture of a toxoid and an antitoxin,
used as a vaccine
toxoplasmosis
/tɒksəυplz məυss/
noun a disease caused by the parasite Toxoplasma which is carried by animals. Toxoplasmosis can cause encephalitis or hydrocephalus
and can be fatal.
TPA abbr tissue plasminogen activator
trabecula /trə bekjυlə/ noun a thin strip of
stiff tissue which divides an organ or bone tissue into sections (NOTE: The plural is trabecutoxic



toxic goitre



toxicity



toxico-

toxicogenic





toxicologist





toxicology





toxicosis





toxic shock syndrome



toxigenic





toxin



toxo-

toxocariasis





toxoid



toxoid-antitoxin





toxoplasmosis





TPA

trabecula



lae.)

trabeculectomy /trəbekjυ lektəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to treat glaucoma by cutting a channel through trabeculae to link with
Schlemm’s canal
trace /tres/ noun a very small amount 쑗
There are traces of the drug in the blood sample. 쑗 The doctor found traces of alcohol in
the patient’s urine. 쐽 verb to find someone or
something that you are looking for
trabeculectomy



trace



tract

trace element / tres elmənt/ noun a substance which is essential to the human body,
but only in very small quantities
trace element



COMMENT: The trace elements are cobalt,
chromium, copper, magnesium, manganese,
molybdenum, selenium and zinc.
tracer / tresə/ noun a substance, often a raditracer



oactive one, injected into a substance in the
body, so that doctors can follow its passage
round the body
trache- /treki/ prefix same as tracheo- (NOTE:
trache-

used before vowels)
trachea /trə ki ə/ noun the main air passage
trachea



which runs from the larynx to the lungs, where
it divides into the two main bronchi. It is about
10 cm long, and is formed of rings of cartilage
and connective tissue. See illustration at LUNGS
in Supplement. Also called windpipe
tracheal /trə ki əl/ adjective referring to the
trachea
tracheal tugging /trəki əl t"&ŋ/ noun the
feeling that something is pulling on the windpipe when the person breathes in, a symptom
of aneurysm
tracheitis /treki ats/ noun inflammation
of the trachea due to an infection
trachelorrhaphy /treki lɒrəfi/ noun a surgical operation to repair tears in the cervix of
the uterus
tracheo- /trekiəυ/ prefix relating to the trachea
tracheobronchial /trekiəυ brɒŋkiəl/ adjective referring to both the trachea and the
bronchi
tracheobronchitis /trekiəυbrɒŋ kats/
noun inflammation of both the trachea and the
bronchi
tracheo-oesophogeal /trekiəυ i sɒfə
di əl/ adjective referring to both the trachea
and the oesophagus
tracheostomy /trki ɒstəmi/, tracheotomy /trki ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to
make a hole through the throat into the windpipe, so as to allow air to get to the lungs in
cases where the trachea is blocked, as in pneumonia, poliomyelitis or diphtheria
tracheal



tracheal tugging



tracheitis





trachelorrhaphy





tracheo-

tracheobronchial





tracheobronchitis





tracheo-oesophogeal







tracheostomy









COMMENT: After the operation, a tube is inserted into the hole to keep it open. The tube may
be permanent if it is to bypass an obstruction,
but can be removed if the condition improves.
trachoma /trə kəυmə/ noun a contagious vitrachoma



ral inflammation of the eyelids, common in
tropical countries, which can cause blindness
if the conjunctiva becomes scarred
tract /trkt/ noun 1. a series of organs or
tubes which allow something to pass from one
part of the body to another 2. a series or bundle
of nerve fibres connecting two areas of the
nervous system and transmitting nervous impulses in one or in both directions
tract

‘GI fistulae are frequently associated with infection
because the effluent contains bowel organisms
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which initially contaminate the fistula tract’
[Nursing Times]
traction / trkʃən/ noun a procedure that
traction



consists of using a pulling force to straighten a
broken or deformed limb 쑗 The patient was in
traction for two weeks.

COMMENT: A system of weights and pulleys is
fixed over the patient’s bed so that the limb
can be pulled hard enough to counteract the
tendency of the muscles to contract and pull it
back to its original position. Traction can also
be used for slipped discs and other dislocations. Other forms of traction include frames
attached to the body.
tractotomy /trk tɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
tractotomy



operation to cut the nerve pathway taking sensations of pain to the brain, as a treatment for
severe pain that is hard to control
tragus / tre&əs/ noun a piece of cartilage in
the outer ear which projects forward over the
entrance to the auditory canal
training / trenŋ/ noun the process of educating by giving instruction and the opportunity to practise
trait /tret/ noun 1. a typical characteristic of
someone 2. a genetically controlled characteristic
trance /trɑ ns/ noun a condition in which a
person is in a dream, but not asleep, and seems
not to be aware of what is happening round
him or her 쑗 a hypnotic trance
tranexamic acid /trneksmk sd/
noun a drug used to control severe bleeding
tranquilliser / trŋkwlazə/, tranquillizer,
tranquillising drug / trŋkwlazŋ dr"&/
noun an antipsychotic, anxiolytic or hypnotic
drug which relieves someone’s anxiety and
calms him or her down (informal ) 쑗 She’s taking tranquillisers to calm her nerves. 쑗 He’s
been on tranquillisers ever since he started his
new job.
trans- /trns/ prefix through or across
transaminase /trn smnez/ noun an enzyme involved in the transamination of amino
acids
transamination
/trnsm neʃ(ə)n/
noun the process by which amino acids are metabolised in the liver
transcendental meditation /trnsen
dent(ə)l med teʃ(ə)n/ noun a type of meditation in which the same words or sounds are
repeated silently
transcription /trn skrpʃən/ noun 1. the
act of copying something written, or of putting
something spoken into written form 2. the first
step in carrying out genetic instructions in living cells, in which the genetic code is transferred from DNA to molecules of messenger
RNA, which then direct protein manufacture
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation /trnskju teniəs lektrk(ə)l n! v
stmjυleʃ(ə)n/ noun full form of TENS
tragus



training



trait

trance

tranexamic acid





tranquilliser





trans-

transaminase



transamination





transcendental meditation





transcription



transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation











transdermal /trnz d! m(ə)l/ adjective referring to a drug which is released through the
skin
transdermal patch /trnzd! m(ə)l ptʃ/
noun a patch containing medication applied to
the skin and releasing its contents into the
body over a period of time
transdiaphragmatic approach /trnz
daəfr&mtk ə prəυtʃ/ noun an operation carried out through the diaphragm
transection /trn sekʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of cutting across part of the body 2. a sample
of tissue which has been taken by cutting
across a part of the body
transfer /trns f! / verb to pass from one
place to another, or cause someone or something to pass from one place to another 쑗 The
hospital records have been transferred to the
computer. 쑗 The patient was transferred to a
special burns unit.
transference / trnsf(ə)rəns/ noun (in psychiatry) a condition in which someone transfers to the psychoanalyst the characteristics
belonging to a strong character from his or her
past such as a parent, and reacts as if the analyst were that person
transferrin /trns fern/ noun a substance
found in the blood, which carries iron in the
bloodstream. Also called siderophilin
transfer RNA /trnsf! ɑ r en e/ noun
RNA which attaches amino acids to protein
chains being made at ribosomes
transfix /trns fks/ verb to cut through a
part of the body completely, e.g. when amputating a limb
transfusion /trns fju (ə)n/ noun the procedure of transferring blood or saline fluids
from a container into a someone’s bloodstream
transient / trnziənt/ adjective not lasting
long
transient ischaemic attack /trnziənt 
ski mk ətk/ noun a mild stroke caused by
a brief stoppage of blood supply to the brain.
Abbr TIA
transillumination /trnslu m neʃ(ə)n/
noun an examination of an organ by shining a
bright light through it
transitional /trn zʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective in the
process of developing into something
transitional epithelium /trnzʃ(ə)nəl
ep θi liəm/ noun a type of epithelium found
in the urethra
translation /trns leʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the act
of putting something written or spoken in one
language into words of a different language 2.
the process by which information in messenger RNA controls the sequence of amino acids
assembled by a ribosome during protein synthesis
translocation /trnsləυ keʃ(ə)n/ noun
the movement of part of a chromosome to antransdermal
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transection



transfer



transference



transferrin



transfer RNA



transfix



transfusion



transient



transient ischaemic attack







transillumination







transitional



transitional epithelium





translation



translocation





Medicine.fm Page 425 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

425
other part of the same chromosome or to a different chromosome pair, leading to genetic
disorders
translucent /trns lu s(ə)nt/ adjective allowing light to pass through, but not enough to
allow objects on the other side to be clearly
distinguished
translumbar
/trns l"mbə/
adjective
through the lumbar region
transmigration
/trnzma &reʃ(ə)n/
noun the movement of a cell through a membrane
transmission-based precautions /trns
mʃ(ə)n best pr kɔ ʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the
most recent set of guidelines for health care
workers on dealing with highly infectious diseases, to be used in addition to the Standard
Precautions. There are three categories: Airborne Precautions, Droplet Precautions and
Contact Precautions, sometimes used in combination for diseases which can be transmitted
in various ways.
transmit /trnz mt/ verb to pass something
such as a message or a disease 쑗 Impulses are
transmitted along the neural pathways. 쑗 The
disease is transmitted by lice.
transparent /trns prənt/ adjective able
to be seen through 쑗 The cornea is a transparent tissue on the front of the eye.
transplacental /trnsplə sent(ə)l/ adjective through the placenta
transplant noun / trnsplɑ nt/ 1. a procedure which involves taking an organ such as
the heart or kidney, or tissue such as skin, and
grafting it into someone to replace an organ or
tissue which is diseased or not functioning
properly 쑗 She had a heart-lung transplant. 2.
the organ or tissue which is grafted 쑗 The kidney transplant was rejected. 쐽 verb /trns
plɑ nt/ to graft an organ or tissue onto or into
someone to replace an organ or tissue which is
diseased or not functioning correctly
transplantation
/ trnsplɑ n teʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of transplanting something
translucent



translumbar



transmigration





transmission-based precautions





transmit



transparent



transplacental





transplant





transplantation





‘…bone marrow transplantation has the added complication of graft-versus-host disease’ [Hospital Update]
transport /trns pɔ t/ verb to carry someone or something to another place 쑗 Arterial
transport



blood transports oxygen to the tissues.
transposition /trnspə zʃ(ə)n/ noun a
congenital condition where the aorta and pulmonary artery are placed on the opposite side
of the body to their usual position
transpyloric
plane
/trnspalɒrk
plen/ noun a plane at right angles to the sagittal plane, passing midway between the suprasternal notch and the symphysis pubis. See
illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
transrectal
/trns rekt(ə)l/
adjective
through the rectum
transposition





transpyloric plane



transrectal





transverse presentation

transsexual /trnz sekʃuəl/ adjective feeling uncomfortable with the birth gender 쐽
noun a person, especially a man, who feels uncomfortable with their birth gender
transsexualism
/trnz sekʃuəlz(ə)m/
noun a condition in which a person, especially
a man, feels uncomfortable with their birth
gender
transtubercular
plane
/ trnstjυ
b! kjυlə plen/ noun an imaginary horizontal line drawn across the lower abdomen at the
level of the projecting parts of the iliac bones.
See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement. Also called intertubercular plane
transudate / trnsju det/ noun a fluid
which passes through the pores of a membrane. It contains less protein or solid material
than an exudate.
transudation /trnsju deʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of passing a fluid from the body’s cells
through the pores of a membrane
transuretero-ureterostomy
/trns
jυərtərəυ jυərtə rɒstəmi/ noun a surgical
operation in which both ureters are brought to
the same side in the abdomen, because one is
damaged or obstructed
transurethral /trnsjυ ri θrəl/ adjective
through the urethra
transurethral prostatectomy /trnsjυ
ri θrəl prɒstə tektəmi/, transurethral resection /trnsjυri θrəl r sekʃən/ noun a
surgical operation to remove the prostate
gland, where the operation is carried out
through the urethra. Abbr TUR. Also called retranssexual



transsexualism
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transurethral





transurethral prostatectomy













section of the prostate
transvaginal /trnsvə dan(ə)l/ adjective
transvaginal





across or through the vagina
transverse /trnz v! s/ adjective across, at
right angles to an organ
transverse arch /trnz v! s ɑ tʃ/ noun
same as metatarsal arch
transverse colon /trnzv! s kəυlɒn/
noun the second section of the colon which
crosses the body below the stomach. See illustration at DIGESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
transverse fracture /trnzv! s frktʃə/
noun a fracture where the bone is broken
straight across
transverse lie /trnzv! s la/ noun the position of a fetus across the body of the mother
transverse plane /trnzv! s plen/ noun
a plane at right angles to the sagittal plane, running horizontally across the body. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
transverse presentation /trnzv! s
prez(ə)n teʃ(ə)n/ noun a position of the
baby in the uterus, where the baby’s side will
appear first, usually requiring urgent manipulation or caesarean section to prevent complications
transverse
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transverse process /trnzv! s prəυses/
noun the part of a vertebra which protrudes at
the side
transvesical
prostatectomy /trns
vesk(ə)l prɒstə tektəmi/ noun an operation
to remove the prostate gland, carried out
through the bladder
transvestism /trnz vestz(ə)m/ noun the
condition of liking to dress and behave as a
member of the opposite sex
transvestite /trnz vestat/ noun a person
who dresses and behaves as a member of the
opposite sex
trapezium /trə pi ziəm/ noun one of the
eight small carpal bones in the wrist, below the
thumb. See illustration at HAND in Supplement
transverse process



transvesical prostatectomy





transvestism



transvestite



trapezium



(NOTE: The plural is trapeziums or trapezia.)
trapezius /trə pi ziəs/ noun a triangular
trapezius



muscle in the upper part of the back and the
neck, which moves the shoulder blade and
pulls the head back
trapezoid / trpzɔd/, trapezoid bone /
trpzɔd bəυn/ noun one of the eight small
carpal bones in the wrist, below the first finger.
See illustration at HAND in Supplement
trauma / trɔ mə/ noun 1. a wound or injury 2.
a very frightening or distressing experience
which gives a person a severe emotional shock
trauma centre / trɔ mə sentə/ noun a hospital or a department in a hospital that treats
people who have complex, life-threatening injuries
traumatic /trɔ mtk/ adjective 1. caused
by an injury 2. extremely frightening, distressing or shocking
traumatic fever /trɔ mtk fi və/ noun a
fever caused by an injury
traumatic pneumothorax /trɔ mtk
nju məυ θɔ rks/ noun pneumothorax which
results from damage to the lung surface or to
the wall of the chest, allowing air to leak into
the space between the pleurae
traumatology /trɔ mə tɒlədi/ noun a
branch of surgery which deals with injuries received in accidents
traveller’s diarrhoea /trv(ə)ləz daə
ri ə/ noun diarrhoea that affects people who
travel to foreign countries and which is due to
contact with a different type of E. coli from the
one they are used to. (informal )
travel sickness / trv(ə)l sknəs/ noun
same as motion sickness
trazodone / trzədəυn/ noun an antidepressant drug which has a strong sedative effect,
used in the treatment of depressive disorders
accompanied by insomnia
Treacher Collins syndrome /tri tʃə
kɒlnz sndrəυm/ noun a hereditary disorder
in which the lower jaw, the cheek bones, and
the ear are not fully developed
trapezoid
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treat /tri t/ verb to use medical methods to
cure a disease or help a sick or injured person
to recover 쑗 She has been treated with a new
antibiotic. 쑗 She’s being treated by a specialist for heart disease.
treatment / tri tmənt/ noun 1. actions taken
to look after sick or injured people or to cure
disease 쑗 He is receiving treatment for a
slipped disc. 2. a particular way of looking after a sick or injured person or trying to cure a
disease 쑗 cortisone treatment 쑗 This is a new
treatment for heart disease.
trematode / tremətəυd/ noun a parasitic
flatworm
tremble / trembəl/ verb to shake or shiver
slightly
trembling / tremblŋ/ noun rapid small
movements of a limb or muscles 쑗 Trembling
of the hands is a symptom of Parkinson’s disease.
tremens / tri menz/ 쏡 delirium tremens
tremor / tremə/ noun slight involuntary
movements of a limb or muscle
trench fever / trenʃ fi və/ noun a fever
caused by Rickettsia bacteria, similar to typhus but recurring every five days
trench foot /trentʃ fυt/ noun a condition,
caused by exposure to cold and damp, in
which the skin of the foot becomes red and
blistered and in severe cases turns black when
gangrene sets in. Also called immersion foot
treat

treatment



trematode



tremble



trembling



tremens



tremor



trench fever



trench foot



(NOTE: Trench foot was common among soldiers
serving in the trenches during the First World
War.)

trench mouth /trentʃ maυθ/ noun 쏡 gingitrench mouth



vitis

Trendelenburg’s
operation
/tren
delənb! &z ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun an operation
to tie a saphenous vein in the groin before removing varicose veins [After Friedrich TrendelTrendelenburg’s operation





burg (1844–1924), German surgeon]

Trendelenburg’s
position
/tren
delənb! &z pəzʃ(ə)n/, Trendelenburg position /tren delənb! & pəzʃ(ə)n/ noun a position in which someone lies on a sloping bed,
with the head lower than the feet, and the
knees bent. It is used in surgical operations to
the pelvis and for people who have shock.
Trendelenburg’s sign /tren delənb! &z
san/ noun a symptom of congenital dislocation of the hip, where the person’s pelvis is
lower on the opposite side to the dislocation
trephination /trf neʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation which consists of removing a
small part of the skull with a trephine in order
to perform surgery on the brain
trephine /tr fi n/ noun a surgical instrument
for making a round hole in the skull or for removing a round piece of tissue
Trendelenburg’s position









Trendelenburg’s sign



trephination



trephine
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Treponema /trepə ni mə/ noun a genus of
bacteria which cause diseases such as syphilis
or yaws
treponematosis /trepəni mə təυss/ noun
an infection by the bacterium Treponema
pertenue. 쒁 yaws
TRH abbr thyrotrophin-releasing hormone
triad / trad/ noun three organs or three
symptoms which are linked together in a group
triage / tri ɑ / noun the system in which a
doctor or nurse sees patients briefly in order to
decide who should be treated first
trial / traəl/ noun a process of testing something such as a drug or treatment to see how effective it is, especially before allowing it to be
used generally 쑗 clinical trials 쑗 a six-month
trial period 쑗 We’re supplying it on a trial basis. 쐽 verb to test something as part of a trial
triamcinolone /tram snələυn/ noun a
synthetic corticosteroid drug used in the treatment of skin, mouth and joint inflammations
triangle / traŋ&əl/ noun 1. a flat shape
which has three sides 2. part of the body with
three sides
triangular /tra ŋ&jυlə/ adjective with
three sides
triangular
bandage
/traŋ&jυlə
bndd/ noun a bandage made of a triangle
of cloth, used to make a sling for the arm
triceps / traseps/ noun a muscle formed of
three parts, which are joined to form one tendon
triceps brachii /traseps breki i/ noun a
muscle in the back part of the upper arm which
makes the forearm stretch out
trich- /trk/ prefix same as tricho- (used before
Treponema





treponematosis





TRH

triad



triage



trial



triamcinolone





triangle



triangular



triangular bandage



triceps



triceps brachii



trich-

vowels)

trichiasis /tr kaəss/ noun a painful condition in which the eyelashes grow in towards
the eye and scratch the eyeball
trichinosis /trk nəυss/, trichiniasis /
trk naəss/ noun a disease caused by infestation of the intestine by larvae of roundworms
or nematodes, which pass round the body in
the bloodstream and settle in muscles
trichiasis



trichinosis









COMMENT: The larvae enter the body in meat,
especially pork, which has not been properly
cooked.
tricho- /trkəυ/ prefix 1. referring to hair 2.
tricho-

like hair
Trichocephalus /trkə sefələs/ noun same
as Trichuris
trichology /tr kɒlədi/ noun the study of
hair and the diseases which affect it
Trichomonas /trkə məυnəs/ noun a species of long thin parasite which infests the intestines
Trichomonas vaginalis /trkəməυnəs
vd nels/ noun a parasite which infests
the vagina and causes an irritating discharge
Trichocephalus





trichology



Trichomonas





Trichomonas vaginalis





trigeminal nerve

trichomoniasis /trkəυmə naəss/ noun
infestation of the intestine or vagina with Trichomonas
trichomycosis /trkəυma kəυss/ noun a
disease of the hair caused by a corynebacterium
Trichophyton /tra kɒftɒn/ noun a fungus
which affects the skin, hair and nails
trichophytosis /trkəυfa təυss/ noun an
infection caused by Trichophyton
trichosis /tra kəυss/ noun any unusual
condition of the hair
trichotillomania
/trkəυtləυ meniə/
noun a condition in which a person pulls his or
her hair out compulsively
trichromatism /tra krəυmətz(ə)m/ noun
vision which allows the difference between the
three primary colours to be seen. Compare ditrichomoniasis





trichomycosis





Trichophyton



trichophytosis





trichosis



trichotillomania





trichromatism



chromatism, monochromatism

trichrome stain / trakrəυm sten/ noun a
stain in three colours used in histology
trichuriasis /trkjυ raəss/ noun an infestation of the intestine with whipworms
Trichuris /tr kjυərs/ noun a thin round parasitic worm which infests the caecum. Also
called whipworm
tricuspid /tra k"spd/ noun something
which has three cusps, e.g. a tooth or leaf 쐽 adjective 1. having three cusps or points 2. referring to a tricuspid valve or tooth
tricuspid valve /tra k"spd vlv/ noun an
inlet valve with three cusps between the right
atrium and the right ventricle in the heart. See
illustration at HEART in Supplement
tricyclic antidepressant /trasaklk
ntid pres(ə)nt/, tricyclic antidepressant
drug /trasaklk ntid pres(ə)nt dr"&/
noun a drug used to treat depression and panic
disorder, e.g. amitriptyline and nortriptyline
trichrome stain



trichuriasis





Trichuris



tricuspid



tricuspid valve



tricyclic antidepressant









COMMENT: Antimuscarinic and cardiac side-effects can occur; rapid withdrawal should be
avoided.
tridactyly /tra dktli/ noun the condition
tridactyly



of having only three fingers or toes
trifocal lenses /trafəυk(ə)l lenzz/, trifocal glasses /trafəυk(ə)l &lɑ sz/, trifocals
/tra fəυk(ə)lz/ plural noun spectacles which
have three lenses combined in one piece of
glass to give clear vision over different distances. 쒁 bifocal
trigeminal /tra demn(ə)l/ adjective in
three parts
trigeminal ganglion /trademn(ə)l
&ŋ&liən/ noun a sensory ganglion containing the cells of origin of the sensory fibres in
the fifth cranial nerve. Also called Gasserian
trifocal lenses







trigeminal



trigeminal ganglion



ganglion

trigeminal nerve /tra demn(ə)l n! v/
noun the fifth cranial nerve, formed of the ophthalmic nerve, the maxillary nerve and the
mandibular nerve, which controls the sensory
trigeminal nerve
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nerves in the forehead, face and chin, and the
muscles in the jaw
trigeminal neuralgia /trademn(ə)l njυ
rldə/ noun a disorder of the trigeminal
nerve, which sends intense pains shooting
across the face. Also called tic douloureux
trigeminy /tra demni/ noun an irregular
heartbeat, where a regular beat is followed by
two ectopic beats
trigger / tr&ə/ verb to start something happening 쑗 It is not known what triggers the development of shingles.
trigger finger / tr&ə fŋ&ə/ noun a condition in which a finger can bend but is difficult
to straighten, probably because of a nodule on
the flexor tendon
triglyceride /tra &lsərad/ noun a substance such as fat which contains three fatty
acids
trigone / tra&əυn/ noun a triangular piece of
the wall of the bladder, between the openings
for the urethra and the two ureters
trigonitis /tr&ə nats/ noun inflammation
of the bottom part of the wall of the bladder
trigonocephalic /tra&ɒnəkə flk/ adjective referring to a skull which shows signs of
trigonocephaly
trigonocephaly /tra&ɒnə kef(ə)li/ noun a
condition in which the skull is in the shape of
a triangle, with points on either side of the face
in front of the ears
triiodothyronine /traaədəυ θarəni n/
noun a hormone synthesised in the body from
thyroxine secreted by the thyroid gland
trimeprazine /tra meprəzi n/ noun an antihistamine used to relieve the itching caused by
eczema and various skin rashes, including allergic skin rashes caused by poison ivy
trimester /tra mestə/ noun one of the three
3-month periods of a pregnancy
trimethoprim /tra mi θəprm/ noun a synthetic drug used in the treatment of malaria
triphosphate /tra fɒsfet/ 쏡 adenosine tritrigeminal neuralgia





trigeminy



trigger



trigger finger



triglyceride



trigone



trigonitis





trigonocephalic





trigonocephaly





triiodothyronine





trimeprazine



trimester



trimethoprim



triphosphate



phosphate

triple marker test /trp(ə)l mɑ kə test/
noun a blood test performed on pregnant women which can detect Down’s syndrome in a fetus by analysing the relative levels of substances produced by the mother’s placenta and the
fetus itself
triplet / trplət/ noun one of three babies born
to a mother at the same time
triple vaccine /trp(ə)l vksi n/ noun a
vaccine which induces protection against three
diseases e.g. diphtheria, tetanus and whooping
cough
triploid / trplɔd/ adjective referring to a cell
where each chromosome, except the sex chromosome, occurs three times, which is not viable in humans
triple marker test



triplet



triple vaccine



triploid



triquetrum /tra kwetrəm/, triquetral /tra
kwetr(ə)l/, triquetral bone /tra kwetr(ə)l
bəυn/ noun one of the eight small carpal bones
in the wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement
trismus / trzməs/ noun a spasm in the lower
jaw, which makes it difficult to open the
mouth, a symptom of tetanus
trisomic /tra səυmk/ adjective referring to
Down’s syndrome
trisomy / trasəυmi/ noun a condition in
which someone has three chromosomes instead of a pair
trisomy 21 /trasəυmi twenti w"n/ noun
same as Down’s syndrome
tritanopia /tratə nəυpiə/ noun a rare form
of colour blindness, in which someone cannot
see blue. Compare Daltonism, deuteranopia
trocar / trəυkɑ / noun a surgical instrument
or pointed rod which slides inside a cannula to
make a hole in tissue to drain off fluid
trochanter /trə kntə/ noun two bony
lumps on either side of the top end of the femur
where muscles are attached
triquetrum







trismus



trisomic



trisomy



trisomy 21



tritanopia





trocar



trochanter



COMMENT: The lump on the outer side is the
greater trochanter, and that on the inner side
is the lesser trochanter.
trochlea / trɒkliə/ noun any part of the body
trochlea



shaped like a pulley, especially part of the lower end of the humerus, which articulates with
the ulna, or a curved bone in the frontal bone
through which one of the eye muscles passes

(NOTE: The plural is trochleae.)
trochlear / trɒkliə/ adjective referring to a
trochlear



ring in a bone
trochlear nerve / trɒkliə n! v/ noun the
fourth cranial nerve which controls the muscles of the eyeball
trochoid joint / trəυkɔd dɔnt/ noun a
joint where a bone can rotate freely about a
central axis as in the neck, where the atlas articulates with the axis. Also called pivot joint
trolley / trɒli/ noun a wheeled table for transporting patients 쑗 The patient was placed on a
trolley to be taken to the operating theatre.
troph- /trɒf/ prefix same as tropho- (used betrochlear nerve



trochoid joint



trolley



troph-

fore vowels)
trophic / trɒfk/ adjective relating to food and
trophic



nutrition
trophic ulcer /trɒfk "lsə/ noun an ulcer
caused by lack of blood, e.g. a bedsore
tropho- /trɒfəυ/ prefix referring to food or
nutrition
trophoblast / trɒfəυblst/ noun tissue
which forms the wall of a blastocyst
-trophy /trəfi/ suffix 1. nourishment 2. referring to the development of an organ
tropia / trəυpiə/ noun same as squint
-tropic /trɒpk/ suffix 1. turning towards 2. referring to something which influences
trophic ulcer



tropho-

trophoblast



-trophy

tropia



-tropic

Medicine.fm Page 429 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

429
tropical / trɒpk(ə)l/ adjective located in or
coming from areas around the equator where
the climate is generally very hot and humid
tropical disease /trɒpk(ə)l d zi z/ noun a
disease which is found in tropical countries,
e.g. malaria, dengue or Lassa fever
tropical medicine /trɒpk(ə)l med(ə)sn/
noun a branch of medicine which deals with
tropical diseases
tropical ulcer /trɒpk(ə)l "lsə/ noun a
large area of infection which forms around a
wound, found especially in tropical countries.
Also called Naga sore
trots /trɒts/ 왍 the trots an attack of diarrhoea
tropical



tropical disease





tropical medicine



tropical ulcer



trots

(informal )
trouble / tr"b(ə)l/ noun a disorder or condition (informal ) 쑗 stomach trouble 쑗 treatment
trouble



for back trouble
Trousseau’s sign / tru səυz san/ noun a
spasm in the muscles in the forearm when a
tourniquet is applied to the upper arm, which
causes the index and middle fingers to extend.
It is a sign of latent tetany, showing that the
blood contains too little calcium. [After Armand
Trousseau’s sign



Trousseau (1801–67), French physician]

true rib /tru rb/ noun one of the top seven
pairs of ribs which are attached to the breastbone. Compare false rib
true vocal cords /tru vəυk(ə)l kɔ dz/
plural noun the cords in the larynx which can
be brought together to make sounds as air
passes between them
truncus / tr"ŋkəs/ noun the main blood vessel in a fetus, which develops into the aorta and
pulmonary artery
trunk /tr"ŋk/ noun same as torso
truss /tr"s/ noun a belt worn round the waist,
with pads, to hold a hernia in place
trypanocide / trpənəυsad/ noun a drug
which kills trypanosomes
Trypanosoma /trpənəυ səυmə/, trypanosome / trpənəυsəυm/ noun a microscopic
organism which lives as a parasite in human
blood. It is transmitted by the bite of insects
such as the tsetse fly and causes sleeping sickness and other serious illnesses.
trypanosomiasis /trpənəυsəυ maəss/
noun a disease, spread by insect bites, where
trypanosomes infest the blood. Symptoms are
pains in the head, general lethargy and long
periods of sleep.
true rib



true vocal cords



truncus



trunk

truss

trypanocide



Trypanosoma







trypanosomiasis





COMMENT:

In Africa, sleeping sickness, and in
South America, Chagas’ disease, are both
caused by trypanosomes.
trypsin / trpsn/ noun an enzyme converted
trypsin



from trypsinogen by the duodenum and secreted into the digestive system where it absorbs
protein
trypsinogen /trp snədən/ noun an enzyme secreted by the pancreas into the duodenum
trypsinogen



tuberculosis

tryptophan / trptəfn/ noun an essential
amino acid
tsetse fly / tetsi fla, setsi fla/ noun an African insect which passes trypanosomes into
the human bloodstream, causing sleeping sickness
TSH abbr thyroid-stimulating hormone
TSS abbr toxic shock syndrome
tsutsugamushi
disease /tsu tsə&ə
mu ʃi dzi z/ noun a form of typhus caused
by the Rickettsia bacteria, passed to humans
by mites found in South East Asia. Also called
tryptophan



tsetse fly





TSH

TSS

tsutsugamushi disease







scrub typhus
tubal / tju b(ə)l/ adjective referring to a tube
tubal ligation /tju b(ə)l la &eʃ(ə)n/ noun
tubal



tubal ligation





a surgical operation to tie up the Fallopian
tubes as a sterilisation procedure
tubal occlusion /tju b(ə)l ə klu (ə)n/
noun a condition in which the Fallopian tubes
are blocked, either as a result of disease or surgery
tubal pregnancy /tju b(ə)l pre&nənsi/
noun the most common form of ectopic pregnancy, in which the fetus develops in a Fallopian tube instead of the uterus
tube /tju b/ noun 1. a long hollow passage in
the body 2. a soft flexible pipe for carrying liquid or gas 3. a soft plastic or metal pipe, sealed
at one end and with a lid at the other, used to
dispense a paste or gel
tube feeding / tju b fi dŋ/ noun the process of giving someone nutrients through a tube
directly into their stomach or small intestine
tuber / tju bə/ noun a swollen or raised area
tuber cinereum /tju bə snə riəm/ noun
the part of the brain to which the stalk of the
pituitary gland is connected
tubercle / tju bək(ə)l/ noun 1. a small bony
projection, e.g. on a rib 2. a small infected
lump characteristic of tuberculosis, where tissue is destroyed and pus forms
tubercular /tjυ b! kjυlə/ adjective 1. causing or referring to tuberculosis 2. referring to
someone who has tuberculosis 3. with small
lumps, though not always due to tuberculosis
tuberculid /tjυ b! kjυld/, tuberculide noun
a skin wound caused by tuberculosis
tuberculin /tjυ b! kjυln/ noun a substance
which is derived from the culture of the tuberculosis bacillus and is used to test people for
the presence of tuberculosis
tuberculin test /tjυ b! kjυln test/ noun a
test to see if someone has tuberculosis, in
which someone is exposed to tuberculin and
the reaction of the skin is noted
tuberculosis /tjυb! kjυ ləυss/ noun an
infectious disease caused by the tuberculosis
bacillus, where infected lumps form in the tissue. Abbr TB
tubal occlusion





tubal pregnancy



tube

tube feeding



tuber



tuber cinereum





tubercle



tubercular



tuberculid



tuberculin



tuberculin test



tuberculosis





COMMENT: Tuberculosis can take many forms:
the commonest form is infection of the lungs
(pulmonary tuberculosis), but it can also at-
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tack the bones (Pott’s disease), the skin (lupus), or the lymph nodes (scrofula). Tuberculosis is caught by breathing in bacillus or by
eating contaminated food, especially unpasteurised milk. It can be passed from one person to another, and the carrier sometimes
shows no signs of the disease. Tuberculosis
can be cured by treatment with antibiotics,
and can be prevented by inoculation with
BCG vaccine. The tests for the presence of
TB are the Mantoux test, the Heaf test and the
patch test; it can also be detected by X-ray
screening.
tuberculous /tjυ b! kjυləs/ adjective refertuberculous



ring to tuberculosis
tuberose / tju bərəυz/ adjective with lumps
or nodules
tuberose sclerosis /tju bərəυs sklə
rəυss/ noun same as epiloia
tuberosity /tju bə rɒsti/ noun a large lump
on a bone
tuberous / tju bərəs/ adjective with lumps
or nodules
tubo- /tju bəυ/ prefix referring to a Fallopian
tube or to the internal or external auditory
meatus
tuboabdominal /tju bəυb dɒmn(ə)l/
adjective referring to a Fallopian tube and the
abdomen
tubocurarine /tju bəυ kjυərəri n/ noun a
toxic alkaloid which is the active constituent
of curare, used as a muscle relaxant
tubo-ovarian /tju bəυ əυ veəriən/ adjective referring to a Fallopian tube and an ovary
tubotympanal /tju bəυ tmpən(ə)l/ adjective referring to the Eustachian tube and the
tympanum
tubular / tju bjυlə/ adjective 1. shaped like a
tube 2. referring to a tubule
tubular bandage /tju bjυlə bndd/
noun a bandage made of a tube of elastic cloth
tubular reabsorption /tju bjυlə ri əb
sɔ pʃən/ noun the process by which some of
the substances filtered into the kidney are absorbed back into the bloodstream by the tubules
tubular secretion /tju bjυlə s kri ʃ(ə)n/
noun the secretion of some substances into the
urine by the tubules of the kidney
tubule / tju bju l/ noun a small tube in the
body. 쒁 renal tubule
tuft /t"ft/ noun 1. a small group of hairs 2. a
group of blood vessels. 쒁 glomerular tuft
tugging / t"&ŋ/ 쏡 tracheal tugging
tularaemia /tu lə ri miə/ noun a disease of
rabbits, caused by the bacterium Pasteurella or
Brucella tularensis, which can be passed to
humans. In humans, the symptoms are headaches, fever and swollen lymph nodes. Also
called rabbit fever (NOTE: The US spelling is tutuberose



tuberose sclerosis





tuberosity





tuberous



tubo-

tuboabdominal





tubocurarine





tubo-ovarian





tubotympanal





tubular



tubular bandage



tubular reabsorption





tubular secretion



tubule



tuft

tugging



tularaemia



laremia.)





tulle gras / tju l &rɑ / noun a dressing made
of open gauze covered with soft paraffin wax
which prevents sticking
tumefaction /tju m fkʃən/ noun swelling within body tissue, usually caused a buildup of blood or water
tumescence /tju mes(ə)ns/ noun swollen
tissue where liquid has accumulated underneath. 쒁 oedema
tumescent /tju mesənt/ adjective swollen
or showing signs of swelling, usually as a result of a build-up of blood or water within
body tissues
tumid / tju md/ adjective swollen
tummy / t"mi/ noun stomach or abdomen
tulle gras



tumefaction





tumescence



tumescent



tumid



tummy



(informal )

tummy ache / t"mi ek/ noun stomach pain
tummy ache



(informal )

tumoral / tju mərəl/, tumorous / tju mərəs/
adjective referring to a tumour
tumour / tju mə/ noun an unusual swelling
or growth of new cells 쑗 The X-ray showed a
tumour in the breast. 쑗 a brain tumour. (NOTE:
tumoral





tumour



For other terms referring to tumours, see words
beginning with onco-. The US spelling is tumor.)
tunable dye laser /tju nəb(ə)l da lezə/
noun a laser which coagulates fine blood vestunable dye laser



sels, used to blanch port wine stains
tunica / tju nkə/ noun a layer of tissue
which covers an organ
tunica adventitia /tju nkə dven tʃə/
noun an outer layer of the wall of an artery or
vein. Also called adventitia
tunica albuginea testis /tju nkə lbjυ
dniə tests/ noun a white fibrous membrane covering the testes and the ovaries
tunica intima /tju nkə ntmə/ noun the
inner layer of the wall of an artery or vein.
Also called intima
tunica media /tju nkə mi diə/ noun the
middle layer of the wall of an artery or vein.
Also called media
tunica vaginalis /tju nkə vd nels/
noun a membrane covering the testes and
epididymis
tuning fork / tju nŋ fɔ k/ noun a metal fork
which, if hit, gives out a perfect note, used in
hearing tests such as Rinne’s test
tunnel vision /t"n(ə)l v(ə)n/ noun vision
which is restricted to the area directly in front
of the eye
turbinate / t! bnət/ adjective 1. having a
shape like a spiral or an inverted cone 2. referring to any of the three bones found on the
walls of the nasal passages of mammals
turbinate bone / t! bnət bəυn/ noun 쏡 natunica



tunica adventitia





tunica albuginea testis





tunica intima



tunica media



tunica vaginalis





tuning fork



tunnel vision



turbinate



turbinate bone



sal conchae

turbinectomy /t! b nektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a turbinate bone
turbinectomy
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turbulent flow /t! bjυlənt fləυ/ noun
rushing or uneven flow of blood in a vessel,
usually caused by a partial obstruction
turcica / t! skə/ 쏡 sella turcica
turgescence /t! des(ə)ns/ noun a swelling in body tissue caused by the accumulation
of fluid
turgid / t! dd/ adjective swollen with blood
turgor / t! &ə/ noun the condition of being
swollen
turn /t! n/ noun a slight illness or attack of
dizziness (informal ) 쐽 verb 1. to move the head
or body to face in another direction 2. to
change into something different 쑗 The solution is turned blue by the reagent.
Turner’s syndrome / t! nəz sndrəυm/
noun a congenital condition in females, caused
by the absence of one of the pair of X chromosomes, in which sexual development is retarded and no ovaries develop [Described 1938. Afturbulent flow



turcica



turgescence



turgid



turgor



turn

Turner’s syndrome



ter Henry Hubert Turner (b. 1892), US endocrinologist, Clinical professor of Medicine,
Oklahoma University, USA.]
turricephaly /t"r sefəli/ same as oxycephaly
tussis / t"ss/ noun coughing
tutor / tju tə/ noun a teacher, a person who
turricephaly





tussis



tutor



teaches small groups of students
tweezers / twi zəz/ plural noun an instrument shaped like small scissors, with ends
which pinch and do not cut, used to pull out or
pick up small objects
twenty-four hour flu /twenti fɔ aυə
flu / noun any minor illness similar to flu
which lasts for a short period (informal )
twenty-twenty vision /twenti twenti
v(ə)n/ noun perfect vision
twice /twas/ adverb two times 왍 twice daily
two times a day
twilight myopia /twalat ma əυpiə/ noun
a condition of the eyes, in which someone has
difficulty in seeing in dim light
twilight sleep / twalat sli p/ noun a type
of anaesthetic sleep, in which the patient is
semi-conscious but cannot feel any pain
twilight state / twalat stet/ noun a condition of epileptics and alcoholics in which the
person can do some automatic actions, but is
not conscious of what he or she is doing
tweezers



twenty-four hour flu



twenty-twenty vision



twice

twilight myopia





twilight sleep



twilight state



COMMENT: Twilight state is induced at childbirth, by introducing anaesthetics into the rectum.
twin /twn/ noun one of two babies born to a
twin

mother at the same time

COMMENT: Twins occur at a rate of about one
birth in 38. They are often found in the same
family, where the tendency to have twins is
passed through females.
twinge /twnd/ noun a sudden sharp pain 쑗
twinge

He sometimes has a twinge in his right shoulder.

type B behaviour

twist /twst/ verb to hurt a joint by turning or
bending it too much or the wrong way 쑗 He
twisted his ankle.
twitch /twtʃ/ noun a small movement of a
muscle in the face or hands 쐽 verb to make
small movements of the muscles
twitching / twtʃŋ/ noun small movements
of the muscles in the face or hands
tylosis /ta ləυss/ noun the development of a
callus
tympan- /tmpən/ prefix same as tympanotwist

twitch

twitching



tylosis



tympan-

(NOTE: used before vowels)
tympanectomy /tmpə nektəmi/ noun a
tympanectomy





surgical operation to remove the tympanic
membrane
tympanic /tm pnk/ adjective referring to
the eardrum
tympanic bone /tm pnk bəυn/ noun the
part of the temporal bone that supports and
partly surrounds the auditory canal
tympanic cavity /tmpnk kvti/ noun
the section of the ear between the eardrum and
the inner ear, containing the three ossicles.
Also called middle ear, tympanum
tympanic membrane /tmpnk mem*
bren/ noun the membrane at the inner end of
the external auditory meatus leading from the
outer ear, which vibrates with sound and passes the vibrations on to the ossicles in the middle ear. Also called tympanum, eardrum. See
illustration at EAR in Supplement
tympanites /tmpə nati z/ noun the expansion of the stomach with gas. Also called
tympanic



tympanic bone



tympanic cavity



tympanic membrane



tympanites





meteorism

tympanitis /tmpə nats/ noun same as otitympanitis





tis media

tympano- /tmpənəυ/ prefix referring to the
eardrum
tympanoplasty / tmpənəυplsti/ noun
same as myringoplasty
tympanosclerosis /tmpənəυsklə rəυss/
noun irreversible damage to the tympanic
membrane and middle ear, starting with the replacement of tissues or fibrin by collagen and
hyalin. Then calcification occurs, leading to
deafness.
tympanotomy /tmpə nɒtəmi/ noun same
as myringotomy
tympanum / tmpənəm/ noun 1. same as
tympanic membrane 2. same as tympanic
tympano-

tympanoplasty



tympanosclerosis





tympanotomy





tympanum



cavity

type A behaviour /tap e b hevjə/ noun
a behaviour pattern which may contribute to
coronary heart disease, in which an individual
is aggressive and over-competitive, and usually lives at a stressful pace. Compare type B betype A behaviour





haviour

type B behaviour /tap bi b hevjə/
noun a behaviour pattern which is unlikely to
contribute to coronary heart disease, in which
an individual is patient, tolerant, not very comtype B behaviour
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petitive and lives at a more relaxed pace. Compare type A behaviour
Type I diabetes mellitus /tap w"n daə
bi ti z mə latəs/ noun the type of diabetes
mellitus in which the beta cells of the pancreas
produce little or no insulin, and the person is
completely dependent on injections of insulin
for survival. It is more likely to develop in people under 30. Symptoms are usually severe and
occur suddenly. Also called insulin-dependType I diabetes mellitus





ent diabetes

Type II diabetes mellitus /tap tu daə
bi ti z mə latəs/ noun the type of diabetes
mellitus in which cells throughout the body
lose some or most of their ability to use insulin. It is more likely to develop in people who
are over 40, who are overweight or obese, and
who do not exercise regularly. It can be controlled in some cases with diet and exercise,
but more severe cases may need oral medication which reduces glucose concentrations in
the blood, or insulin injections, so that even
cells with a poor uptake will capture enough
insulin. Also called non-insulin-dependent
Type II diabetes mellitus





diabetes

typhlitis /t flats/ noun inflammation of the
caecum (large intestine)
typho- /tafəυ/ prefix 1. relating to typhoid fever 2. relating to typhus
typhlitis



typho-

typhoid / tafɔd/, typhoid fever /tafɔd
fi və/ noun an infection of the intestine
caused by Salmonella typhi in food and water
typhoid





COMMENT: Typhoid fever gives a fever and diarrhoea and the person may pass blood in the
faeces. It can be fatal if not treated. People
who have had the disease may become carriers, and the Widal test is used to detect the
presence of typhoid fever in the blood.
typhus / tafəs/ noun one of several fevers
typhus



caused by the Rickettsia bacterium, transmitted by fleas and lice, producing a fever, extreme weakness and a dark rash on the skin.
The test for typhus is the Weil-Felix reaction.
typical / tpk(ə)l/ adjective showing the usual symptoms of a condition 쑗 His gait was typical of a patient suffering from Parkinson’s
disease.
typically / tpkli/ adverb in a typical way
tyramine / tarəmi n/ noun an enzyme found
in cheese, beans, tinned fish, red wine and
yeast extract, which can cause high blood pressure if found in excessive quantities in the
brain. 쒁 monoamine oxidase
tyrosine / tarəsi n/ noun an amino acid in
protein which is a component of thyroxine,
and is a precursor to the catecholamines
dopamine, noradrenaline and adrenaline
tyrosinosis /tarəυs nəυss/ noun a condition in which there is irregular metabolism of
tyrosine
typical



typically



tyramine



tyrosine



tyrosinosis
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UKCC abbr United Kingdom Central Council
for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting
ulcer / "lsə/ noun an open sore in the skin or
in a mucous membrane, which is inflamed and
difficult to heal 쑗 stomach ulcer
ulcerated / "lsəretd/ adjective covered
with ulcers
ulcerating / "lseretŋ/ adjective developing
into an ulcer
ulceration /"lsə reʃ(ə)n/ noun the development of an ulcer
ulcerative / "ls(ə)rətv/ adjective referring
to ulcers, or characterised by ulcers
ulcerative colitis /"ls(ə)rətv kə lats/
noun severe pain in the colon, with diarrhoea
and ulcers in the rectum, often with a psychosomatic cause
ulceromembranous gingivitis /"lsərəυ
membrənəs dnd vats/ noun inflammation of the gums, which can also affect the
mucous membrane in the mouth
ulcerous / "lsərəs/ adjective 1. referring to
an ulcer 2. like an ulcer
ulitis /ju lats/ noun inflammation of the
gums
ulna / "lnə/ noun the longer and inner of the
two bones in the forearm between the elbow
and the wrist. See illustration at HAND in Supplement. Compare radius
ulnar / "lnə/ adjective referring to the ulna
ulcer



ulcerated



ulcerating



ulceration





ulcerative



ulcerative colitis





ulceromembranous gingivitis







ulcerous



ulitis



ulna



ulnar



‘…the whole joint becomes disorganised, causing
ulnar deviation of the fingers resulting in the typical
deformity of the rheumatoid arthritic hand’ [Nursing
Times]
ulnar artery / "lnər ɑ təri/ noun an artery
ulnar artery



which branches from the brachial artery at the
elbow and runs down the inside of the forearm
to join the radial artery in the palm of the hand
ulnar nerve / "lnə n! v/ noun a nerve which
runs from the neck to the elbow and controls
the muscles in the forearm and some of the fingers
ulnar nerve



COMMENT: The ulnar nerve passes near the
surface of the skin at the elbow, where it can
easily be hit, giving the effect of the ‘funny
bone’.

ulnar pulse / "lnə p"ls/ noun a secondary
pulse in the wrist, taken near the inner edge of
the forearm
ultra- /"ltrə/ prefix 1. further than 2. extremely
ultrafiltration /"ltrəfl treʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of filtering the blood to remove tiny
particles, e.g. when the blood is filtered by the
kidney
ultramicroscopic /"ltrəmakrə skɒpk/
adjective referring to something so small that it
cannot be seen using a standard microscope
ultrasonic /"ltrə sɒnk/ adjective referring
to ultrasound
ultrasonic probe /"ltrəsɒnk prəυb/ noun
an instrument which locates organs or tissues
inside the body using ultrasound
ultrasonics /"ltrə sɒnks/ noun the study
of ultrasound and its use in medical treatments
ultrasonic waves /"ltrəsɒnk wevz/ plural noun same as ultrasound
ultrasonogram /"ltrə sɒnə&rm/ noun a
picture made with ultrasound for the purpose
of medical examination or diagnosis
ultrasonograph /"ltrə sɒnə&rɑ f/ noun a
machine which takes pictures of internal organs, using ultrasound
ultrasonography /"ltrəsə nɒ&rəfi/ noun
the procedure of passing ultrasound waves
through the body and recording echoes which
show details of internal organs. Also called
ulnar pulse



ultra-

ultrafiltration





ultramicroscopic





ultrasonic





ultrasonic probe



ultrasonics





ultrasonic waves



ultrasonogram





ultrasonograph





ultrasonography





echography

ultrasonotomography /"ltrə sɒnətə mɒ*
&rəfi/ noun the procedure of making images
using ultrasound of organs which are placed at
different depths inside the body
ultrasound / "ltrəsaυnd/ noun very high
frequency sound waves which can be reflected
off internal body parts or off a fetus in the
womb to create images for medical examination (NOTE: No plural for ultrasound.)
ultrasonotomography





ultrasound



COMMENT: The very high frequency waves of
ultrasound can be used to detect and record
organs or growths inside the body, in a similar
way to the use of X-rays, by recording the differences in echoes sent back from different
tissues. Ultrasound is used routinely to monitor the development of a fetus in the womb,
and to treat some conditions such as internal

Medicine.fm Page 434 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

ultrasound marker

434

bruising. It can also destroy bacteria and calculi.
ultrasound marker / "ltrəsaυnd mɑ kə/
ultrasound marker



noun an unusual physical characteristic seen in

ultrasound probe



ultrasound scan



ultrasound scanning





ultrasound treatment



ultraviolet

ultraviolet lamp



ultraviolet radiation











umbilical



umbilical circulation





umbilical cord



COMMENT: The arteries carry the blood and
nutrients from the placenta to the fetus and
the vein carries the waste from the fetus back
to the placenta. When the baby is born, the
umbilical cord is cut and the end tied in a knot.
After a few days, this drops off, leaving the navel marking the place where the cord was
originally attached.
umbilical hernia /"mblk(ə)l h! niə/
umbilical hernia



noun a hernia which bulges at the navel, usually in young children. Also called exomphalos
umbilical region /"m blk(ə)l ri d(ə)n/
noun the central part of the abdomen, below
umbilical region



the epigastrium
umbilicated /"m blketd/ adjective with a
small depression, like a navel, in the centre
umbilicus /"m blkəs/ noun same as navel
umbo / "mbəυ/ noun a projecting part in the
middle of the outer side of the eardrum
un- /"n/ prefix not
umbilicated



umbilicus



umbo



un-



unblock

an ultrasound examination of a fetus which is
an indication of the existence of a genetic or
developmental disorder
ultrasound probe / "ltrəsaυnd prəυb/
noun same as ultrasonic probe
ultrasound scan / "ltrəsaυnd skn/ noun
the examination of internal parts of the body,
especially a fetus in the womb, using ultrasound technology
ultrasound
scanning
/ "ltrəsaυnd
sknŋ/, ultrasound screening / "ltrəsaυnd
skri nŋ/ noun a method of gathering information about the body by taking images using
high-frequency sound waves
ultrasound
treatment
/ "ltrəsaυnd
tri tmənt/ noun the treatment of soft tissue
inflammation using ultrasound waves
ultraviolet adjective referring to the short invisible rays beyond the violet end of the spectrum, which form the element in sunlight
which tans the skin, helps the skin produce Vitamin D and kills bacteria. Abbr UV
ultraviolet lamp /"ltrəvaələt lmp/
noun a lamp which gives off ultraviolet rays
ultraviolet radiation /"ltrəvaələt redi
eʃ(ə)n/, ultraviolet rays /"ltrə vaələt res/
noun short invisible rays of ultraviolet light.
Abbr UVR
umbilical /"m blk(ə)l/ adjective referring
to the navel
umbilical circulation /"mblk(ə)l s! kjυ
leʃ(ə)n/ noun the circulation of blood from
the mother’s bloodstream through the umbilical cord into the fetus
umbilical cord /"m blk(ə)l kɔ d/ noun a
cord containing two arteries and one vein
which links the fetus inside the uterus to the
placenta


unaided /"n edd/ adjective without any
help 쑗 Two days after the operation, he was
able to walk unaided.
unblock /"n blɒk/ verb to remove something
which is blocking 쑗 An operation to unblock
an artery.
unciform bone / "nsfɔ m bəυn/ noun one
of the eight small carpal bones in the wrist,
shaped like a hook. Also called hamate bone
uncinate / "nsnət/ adjective shaped like a
hook
uncinate epilepsy /"nsnət eplepsi/
noun a type of temporal lobe epilepsy, in
which the person has hallucinations of smell
and taste
unconditioned
response
/"nkən
dʃ(ə)nd r spɒns/ noun a response to a stimulus which occurs automatically, by instinct,
and has not been learned
unconscious /"n kɒnʃəs/ adjective not
aware of what is happening 쑗 She was unconscious for two days after the accident. 쐽 noun
왍 the unconscious (in psychology) the part of
the mind which stores feelings, memories or
desires that someone cannot consciously call
up. 쒁 subconscious
unconsciousness /"n kɒnʃəsnəs/ noun
the state of being unconscious, e.g. as a result
of lack of oxygen or from some other external
cause such as a blow on the head
uncontrollable /"nkən trəυləb(ə)l/ adjective not able to be controlled 쑗 The uncontrollable spread of the disease through the population.
uncoordinated /"nkəυ ɔ dnetd/ adjective not working together 쑗 His finger movements are completely uncoordinated.
uncus / "ŋkəs/ noun a projecting part of the
cerebral hemisphere, shaped like a hook
undecenoic acid /"ndesnəυk sd/,
undecylenic acid /"ndslenk sd/ noun a
substance made from castor bean oil, used in
the treatment of fungal infections such as
thrush
under- /"ndə/ prefix less than usual, too little
undergo /"ndə &əυ/ verb to experience
something such as a procedure or operation 쑗
He underwent an appendicectomy. 쑗 There
are six patients undergoing physiotherapy.
underhydration /"ndəha dreʃ(ə)n/ noun
the condition of having too little water in the
body
undernourished /"ndə n"rʃt/ adjective
having too little food
underproduction
/"ndəprə d"kʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of producing less than normal
undertake /"ndə tek/ verb to carry out a
procedure such as a surgical operation 쑗 Replacement of the joint is mainly undertaken to
relieve pain.
unaided



unciform bone



uncinate



uncinate epilepsy



unconditioned response





unconscious



unconsciousness



uncontrollable





uncoordinated





uncus



undecenoic acid





under-

undergo





underhydration





undernourished





underproduction



undertake
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underweight /"ndə wet/ adjective weighing less than is medically advisable 쑗 He is
several pounds underweight for his age.
undescended testis /"ndsendd tests/
noun a condition in which a testis has not descended into the scrotum
undiagnosed /"ndaə& nəυzd/ adjective
not identified as a specific disease or disorder
undigested /"nda destd/ adjective referring to food which is not digested in the body
undine / "ndi n/ noun a glass container for a
solution to bathe the eyes
undress /"n dres/ verb to remove clothes
undulant fever / "ndjυlənt fi və/ same as
underweight





undescended testis



undiagnosed





undigested





undine



undress



undulant fever



brucellosis
unfit /"n ft/ adjective not physically healthy
ungual / "ŋ&wəl/ adjective referring to the
unfit



ungual



fingernails or toenails
unguent / "ŋ&wənt/ noun a smooth oily medicinal substance which can be spread on the
skin to soothe irritations
unguentum /"ŋ &wentəm/ noun (in pharmacy) an ointment
unguis / "ŋ&ws/ same as nail
unhealthy /"n helθi/ adjective 1. not in good
physical condition 2. not helping someone to
be healthy 쑗 The children have a very unhealthy diet.
unhygienic /"nha di nk/ adjective not
clean or good for health 쑗 The conditions in
the hospital laundry have been criticised as
unhygienic.
uni- /ju ni/ prefix one
unicellular /ju ni seljυlə/ adjective referring to an organism formed of one cell
uniform / ju nfɔ m/ noun the set of official
clothes worn by a group of people such as the
nurses in a hospital to identify them 쐽 adjective the same or similar 쑗 Healthy red blood
cells are of a uniform shape and size.
unigravida /ju ni &rvdə/ same as primiunguent



unguentum



unguis



unhealthy



unhygienic



uni-

unicellular





uniform



unigravida





gravida

unilateral /ju n lt(ə)rəl/ adjective affecting one side of the body only
unilateral
oophorectomy
/ju n
lt(ə)rəl əυəfə rektəmi/ noun the surgical
removal of one ovary
union / ju njən/ noun the joining together of
two parts of a fractured bone. Opposite nonunion. 쒁 malunion
uniovular /ju ni ɒvjυlə/ noun consisting of,
or coming from, one ovum
uniovular twins /ju niɒvjυlə twnz/ plural noun same as identical twins
unipara /ju npərə/ same as primipara
unipolar /ju ni pəυlə/ adjective referring to
a neurone with a single process. Compare bipolar. See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
unipolar lead /ju nipəυlə li d/ noun an
electric lead to a single electrode
unilateral





unilateral oophorectomy





union



uniovular





uniovular twins



unipara



unipolar





unipolar lead







unstable angina

unipolar neurone /ju npəυlə njυərəυn/
noun a neurone with a single process. Compare multipolar neurone, bipolar neurone.
See illustration at NEURONE in Supplement
unit / ju nt/ noun 1. a single part of a larger
whole 2. a part of a hospital that has a specialised function 쑗 a burns unit 3. a named and
agreed standard amount used for measuring
something 쑗 A gram is an SI unit of weight. 4.
a quantity of a drug, enzyme, hormone or of
blood, taken as a standard for measurement
and producing a given effect 쑗 three units of
blood 쑗 a unit of insulin 5. a machine or device
쑗 a waste-disposal unit
unipolar neurone



unit



‘…the blood loss caused his haemoglobin to drop
dangerously low, necessitating two units of RBCs
and one unit of fresh frozen plasma’ [RN Magazine]
United Kingdom Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery, and Health Visiting

United Kingdom Central Council for
Nursing, Midwifery, and Health Visiting
/ju natd kŋdəm sentrəl kaυnsəl fə
n! sŋ mdwfəri ənd helθ vztŋ/ noun
in the UK from 1979 until April 2002, an organisation which regulated nurses, midwives,
and health visitors. The UKCC and the four
National Boards have now been replaced by
the Nursing and Midwifery Council. Abbr




UKCC

univalent /ju ni velənt/ adjective same as
univalent





monovalent

universal donor /ju nv! s(ə)l dəυnə/
noun a person with blood group O, whose
blood may be given to anyone
Universal Precautions /ju nv! s(ə)l pr
kɔ ʃ(ə)nz/ abbr UP. 쏡 Standard Precautions
universal recipient /ju nv! s(ə)l r
spiənt/ noun a person with blood group AB
who can receive blood from all the other blood
groups
unmedicated dressing /"nmedketd
dresŋ/ noun a sterile dressing with no antiseptic or other medication on it
unprofessional conduct /"nprəfeʃən(ə)l
kɒnd"kt/ noun action by a professional person such as a doctor or nurse which is considered wrong by the body which regulates the
profession
universal donor



Universal Precautions





universal recipient





unmedicated dressing



unprofessional conduct



‘…refusing to care for someone with HIV-related
disease may well result in disciplinary procedure for
unprofessional conduct’ [Nursing Times]
unqualified /"n kwɒlfad/ adjective referunqualified



ring to someone who has no qualifications or
no licence to practise
unsaturated fat /"nstʃəretd ft/ noun
fat which does not have a large amount of hydrogen, and so can be broken down more easily
unstable /"n steb(ə)l/ adjective referring to
something which may change easily 쑗 an unstable mental condition.
unstable angina /"nsteb(ə)l n danə/
noun angina which has suddenly become
worse
unsaturated fat



unstable



unstable angina
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unsteady /"n stedi/ adjective likely to fall
down when walking 쑗 She is still very unsteady on her legs.
unstriated
muscle
/"nstraetd
m"s(ə)l/ noun same as smooth muscle
unviable /"n vaəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to
a fetus that cannot live if born
unwanted
pregnancy
/"nwɒntd
pre&nənsi/ noun a condition in which a woman becomes pregnant without wanting to have
a child
unwell /"n wel/ adjective ill 쑗 She felt unwell
and had to go home. (NOTE: Not used before a
unsteady



unstriated muscle





unviable



unwanted pregnancy



unwell



noun: a sick woman but the woman was unwell.)
upper / "pə/ adjective at the top, higher
upper arm /"pə ɑ m/ noun the part of the
upper



upper arm



arm from the shoulder to the elbow
upper limb /"pə lm/ noun an arm 쑗 There
was damage to the upper limbs only.
upper motor neurone /"pə məυtə
njυərəυn/ noun a neurone which takes impulses from the cerebral cortex
upper respiratory infection /"pə r
sprət(ə)ri nfekʃən/ noun an infection in
the upper part of the respiratory system
UPPP abbr uvulopalatopharyngoplasty
upset noun / "pset/ a slight illness 쐽 adjective /"p set/ slightly ill
upside down /"psad daυn/ adverb with
the top turned to the bottom
upside-down stomach /"psad daυn
st"mək/ adverb US 쏡 diaphragmatic hernia
uracil / jυərəsl/ noun a pyrimidine base, one
of the four bases in RNA in which it pairs with
thymine
uraemia /jυ ri miə/ noun a disorder caused
by kidney failure, where urea is retained in the
blood, and the person develops nausea, convulsions and in severe cases goes into a coma
upper limb



upper motor neurone



upper respiratory infection







UPPP

upset





upside down



upside-down stomach



uracil



uraemia



(NOTE: The US spelling is uremia.)
uraemic /jυ ri mk/ adjective referring to
uraemia, or having uraemia (NOTE: The US
spelling is uremic.)
uran- /jυərən/ prefix referring to the palate
uraniscorrhaphy /jυərən skɒrəfi/ noun
same as palatorrhaphy
urataemia /jυərə ti miə/ noun a condition
uraemic



uran-

uraniscorrhaphy





urataemia





in which urates are present in the blood, e.g. in
gout
urate / jυəret/ noun a salt of uric acid found
in urine
uraturia /jυərə tjυəriə/ noun the presence
of excessive amounts of urates in the urine,
e.g. in gout
urea /jυ ri ə/ noun a substance produced in
the liver from excess amino acids, and excreted by the kidneys into the urine
urease / jυəriez/ noun an enzyme which
converts urea into ammonia and carbon dioxide
urate



uraturia



urea



urease





urecchysis /ju rekss/ noun a condition in
which uric acid leaves the blood and enters
connective tissue
uresis /jυ ri ss/ noun the act of passing urine
ureter /jυ ri tə, jυərtə/ noun one of the two
tubes which take urine from the kidneys to the
urinary bladder. See illustration at KIDNEY in
Supplement. Also called urinary duct
ureter- /jυri tə/ prefix same as uretero- (used
urecchysis



uresis



ureter





ureter-

before vowels)

ureteral /jυ ri tərəl/ adjective referring to the
ureters
ureterectomy /jυərtə rektəmi/ noun the
surgical removal of a ureter
ureteric /jυər terk/ adjective same as ureureteral



ureterectomy





ureteric





teral

ureteric calculus /jυərterk klkjυləs/
noun a kidney stone in the ureter
ureteric catheter /jυərterk kθtə/
noun a catheter passed through the ureter to the
kidney, to inject an opaque solution into the
kidney before taking an X-ray
ureteritis /jυərtə rats/ noun inflammation of a ureter
uretero- /jυri tərəυ/ prefix referring to the
ureter
ureterocele /jυ ri tərəυsi l/ noun swelling
in a ureter caused by narrowing of the opening
where the ureter enters the bladder
ureterocolostomy /jυri tərəυkɒ lɒstəmi/
noun a surgical operation to implant the ureter
into the sigmoid colon, so as to bypass the
bladder
ureteroenterostomy
/jυri tərəυentə
rɒstəmi/ noun an artificially formed passage
between the ureter and the intestine
ureterolith /jυ ri tərəυlθ/ noun a stone in a
ureter
ureterolithotomy
/jυri tərəυl θɒtəmi/
noun the surgical removal of a stone from the
ureter
ureterolysis /jυərtə rɒləss/ noun a surgical operation to free one or both ureters from
adhesions or surrounding tissue
ureteroneocystostomy
/jυri tərəυ
ni əυsa stɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation
to transplant a ureter to a different location in
the bladder
ureteronephrectomy
/jυri tərəυn
frektəmi/ noun same as nephroureterectomy
ureteroplasty /jυ ri tərəυplsti/ noun a
surgical operation to repair a ureter
ureteropyelonephritis
/jυri tərəυ
paələυn frats/ noun inflammation of the
ureter and the pelvis of the kidney to which it
is attached
ureteroscope /jυ ri tərəυskəυp/ noun an
instrument which is passed into the ureter and
up into the kidneys, usually used to locate or
remove a stone
ureteric calculus



ureteric catheter



ureteritis





uretero-

ureterocele



ureterocolostomy





ureteroenterostomy







ureterolith



ureterolithotomy





ureterolysis





ureteroneocystostomy







ureteronephrectomy





ureteroplasty



ureteropyelonephritis





ureteroscope
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ureteroscopy /jυərtə rɒskəpi/ noun an
examination of the ureter with a ureteroscope
ureterosigmoidostomy /jυri tərəυ s&*
mɔ dɒstəmi/ same as ureterocolostomy
ureterostomy /jυərtə rɒstəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to make an artificial opening for the ureter into the abdominal wall, so
that urine can be passed directly out of the
body
ureterotomy /jυərtə rɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an incision into the ureter, mainly to remove a stone
ureterovaginal /jυri tərəυvə dan(ə)l/
adjective referring to the ureter and the vagina
urethr- /juəri θr/ prefix same as urethroureteroscopy





ureterosigmoidostomy







ureterostomy





ureterotomy





ureterovaginal





urethr-

(used before vowels)


COMMENT:

In males, the urethra serves two
purposes: the discharge of both urine and semen. The male urethra is about 20cm long; in
women it is shorter, about 3cm and this relative shortness is one of the reasons for the
predominance of bladder infection and inflammation (cystitis) in women. The urethra has
sphincter muscles at either end which help
control the flow of urine.
urethral /ju ri θr(ə)l/ adjective referring to
urethral



the urethra
urethral catheter /juri θr(ə)l kθtə/
noun a catheter passed up the urethra to allow
urine to flow out of the bladder, used to empty
the bladder before an abdominal operation.
Also called urinary catheter
urethral stricture /juri θrəl strktʃə/
noun a condition in which the urethra is narrowed or blocked by a growth. Also called ureurethral catheter



urethral stricture



throstenosis
urethritis /jυərə θrats/ noun inflammaurethritis



tion of the urethra
urethro- /juri θrəυ/ prefix referring to the
urethra
urethrocele /ju ri θrəsi l/ noun 1. a swelling
formed in a weak part of the wall of the urethra
2. prolapse of the urethra in a woman
urethrogram /ju ri θrə&rm/ noun an Xray photograph of the urethra
urethrography /jυər θrɒ&rəfi/ noun X-ray
examination of the urethra
urethroplasty /ju ri θrəplsti/ noun a surgical operation to repair a urethra
urethrorrhaphy /jυər θrɒrəfi/ noun a surgical operation to repair a torn urethra
urethrorrhoea /jυri θrə ri ə/ noun the discharge of fluid from the urethra, usually associated with urethritis
urethroscope /jυ ri θrəskəυp/ noun a surgical instrument, used to examine the interior
of a man’s urethra
urethro-

urethrocele



urethrogram



urethrography



urethroplasty



urethrorrhaphy



urethrorrhoea



urethroscope







urethrostenosis





urethrostomy





urethrotomy





uretic



urge

urge incontinence

urethra /ju ri θrə/ noun a tube which takes
urine from the bladder to be passed out of the
body. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM in
Supplement
urethra



urinary incontinence

urethroscopy /jυər θrɒskəpi/ noun an examination of the inside of a man’s urethra with
a urethroscope
urethrostenosis
/jυ ri θrəυstə nəυss/
noun same as urethral stricture
urethrostomy /jυər θrɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to make an opening for a man’s
urethra between the scrotum and the anus
urethrotomy /jυər θrɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to open a blocked or narrowed
urethra. Also called Wheelhouse’s operation
uretic /jυ ri tk/ adjective referring to the
passing of urine
urge /! d/ noun a strong need to do something
urge incontinence / ! d nkɒntnəns/
noun a condition in which someone feels a
very strong need to urinate and cannot retain
their urine
urgent / ! dənt/ adjective needing to be
done quickly 쑗 She had an urgent operation
for strangulated hernia.
urgently / ! dəntli/ adverb immediately 쑗
The relief team urgently requires more medical
supplies.
-uria /jυəriə/ suffix 1. a condition of the urine
2. a disease characterised by a condition of the
urine
uric acid /jυərk sd/ noun a chemical
compound which is formed from nitrogen in
waste products from the body and which also
forms crystals in the joints of people who have
gout
uricacidaemia /jυərksd i miə/ noun
same as lithaemia
uricosuric /jυərkə sjυərk/ noun a drug
which increases the amount of uric acid excreted in the urine
uridrosis /jυər drəυss/ noun a condition
in which excessive urea forms in the sweat
urin- /jυərn/ prefix same as urino- (used beurethroscopy







urgent



urgently



-uria

uric acid



uricacidaemia





uricosuric





uridrosis





urin-

fore vowels)

urinalysis /jυər nləss/ noun the analysis
of urine, to detect diseases such as diabetes
mellitus
urinary / jυərn(ə)ri/ adjective referring to
urine
urinary bladder /jυərn(ə)ri bldə/ noun
a sac where the urine collects after passing
from the kidneys through the ureters, before
being passed out of the body through the urethra. See illustration at KIDNEY, UROGENITAL
SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement
urinary catheter /jυərn(ə)ri kθtə/
noun same as urethral catheter
urinary duct / jυərn(ə)ri d"kt/ noun same
as ureter
urinary incontinence /jυərn(ə)ri n kɒn*
tnəns/ noun the involuntary emission of urine
urinalysis





urinary



urinary bladder



urinary catheter



urinary duct



urinary incontinence
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urinary obstruction /jυərn(ə)ri əb
str"kʃən/ noun a blockage of the urethra,
which prevents urine being passed
urinary retention /jυərn(ə)ri r tenʃən/
noun the inability to pass urine, usually because the urethra is blocked or because the
prostate gland is enlarged. Also called urine
urinary obstruction





urinary retention





retention

urinary system /jυərn(ə)ri sstəm/ noun
a system of organs and ducts which separate
waste liquids from the blood and excrete them
as urine, including the kidneys, bladder, ureters and urethra
urinary tract / jυərn(ə)ri trkt/ noun the
set of tubes down which the urine passes from
the kidneys to the bladder and from the bladder
out of the body
urinary tract infection / jυərn(ə)ri trkt
nfekʃən/ noun a bacterial infection of any
part of the urinary system. Symptoms are usually a need to urinate frequently and pain on
urination. Abbr UTI
urinate / jυərnet/ verb to pass urine from
the body
urination /jυər neʃ(ə)n/ noun the passing
of urine out of the body. Also called micturiurinary system



urinary tract



urinary tract infection





urinate



urination





the function of the bladder, urethral sphincter
and pelvic floor muscles
urogenital /jυərəυ dent(ə)l/ adjective referring to the urinary and genital systems. Also
called urinogenital
urogenital diaphragm /jυərədent(ə)l
daə frm/ noun a fibrous layer beneath the
prostate gland through which the urethra passes
urogenital system /jυərəυ dent(ə)l
sstəm/ noun the whole of the urinary tract
and reproductive system
urogram / jυərə&rm/ noun an X-ray picture of the urinary tract, or of a part of it
urography /jυ rɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray examination of part of the urinary system after injection of radio-opaque dye
urokinase /jυərəυ kanez/ noun an enzyme formed in the kidneys, which begins the
process of breaking down blood clots
urolith / jυərəlθ/ noun a stone in the urinary
system
urological /jυərə lɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to urology
urologist /jυ rɒlədst/ noun a doctor who
specialises in urology
urology /jυ rɒlədi/ noun the scientific study
of the urinary system and its diseases
urostomy /jυ rɒstəmi/ noun the surgical creation of an artificial urethra
urticaria /! t keəriə/ noun an allergic reaction to injections, particular foods or plants
where the skin forms irritating reddish patches. Also called hives, nettle rash
USP abbr United States Pharmacopeia. 쏡
urogenital





urogenital diaphragm





urogenital system





urogram



urography



urokinase





urolith



urological





urologist



urology

tion



urine / jυərn/ noun a yellowish liquid, containing water and waste products, mainly salt
and urea, which is excreted by the kidneys and
passed out of the body through the ureters,
bladder and urethra
urine retention / jυərn rtenʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as urinary retention
uriniferous /jυər nfərəs/ adjective carrying urine
uriniferous
tubule
/jυərnf(ə)rəs
tju bju l/ noun same as renal tubule
urino- /jυərnəυ/ prefix referring to urine
urinogenital /jυərnəυ dent(ə)l/ adjective same as urogenital
urinometer /jυər nɒmtə/ noun an instrument which measures the specific gravity of
urine
urobilin /jυərəυ baln/ noun a yellow pigment formed when urobilinogen comes into
contact with air
urobilinogen /jυərəυba lnədən/ noun a
colourless pigment formed when bilirubin is
reduced to stercobilinogen in the intestines
urocele / jυərəsi l/ noun a swelling in the
scrotum which contains urine
urochesia /jυərə ki ziə/ noun the passing
of urine through the rectum, due to injury of
the urinary system (NOTE: The US spelling is
urine



urine retention





uriniferous





uriniferous tubule





urino-

urinogenital





urinometer





urobilin





urobilinogen





urocele



urochesia





urochezia.)

urochrome / jυərəkrəυm/ noun the pigment
which colours the urine yellow
urodynamics /jυərəυda nmks/ plural
noun the active changes which occur during
urochrome



urodynamics





urostomy



urticaria





USP

pharmacopoeia
usual / ju uəl/ adjective expected or typical
uter- /ju tə/ prefix same as utero- (used before
vowels)
uteri / ju t(ə)ri/ plural of uterus
uterine / ju təran/ adjective referring to the
usual



uter-

uteri



uterine



uterus
uterine cavity /ju təran kvti/ noun the
inside of the uterus
uterine fibroid /ju təran fabrɔd/, uterine fibroma /ju təran fa brəυmə/ noun
same as fibroid tumour
uterine procidentia /ju təran prəυs
denʃə/, uterine prolapse /ju tə ran
prəυlps/ noun a condition in which part of
the uterus has passed through the vagina, usually after childbirth
uterine cavity



uterine fibroid







uterine procidentia









COMMENT: Uterine procidentia has three stages of severity: in the first the cervix descends
into the vagina, in the second the cervix is outside the vagina, but part of the uterus is still inside, and in the third stage, the whole uterus
passes outside the vagina.
uterine retroflexion /ju təran retrəυ
flekʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which the uteruterine retroflexion



us bends backwards away from its usual position
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uterine retroversion /ju təran retrəυ
v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which the uterus slopes backwards away from its usual position
uterine subinvolution /ju təran s"b
nvə lu ʃ(ə)n/ noun a condition in which the
uterus does not go back to its previous size after childbirth
uterine tube / ju təran tju b/ noun same as
uterine retroversion





uterine subinvolution





uterine tube



Fallopian tube
utero- /ju tərəυ/ prefix referring to the uterus
uterocele / ju tərəsi l/ noun a hernia of the
uterus. Also called hysterocele
uterogestation
/ju tərəde steʃ(ə)n/
noun a standard pregnancy, where the fetus deutero-

uterocele



uterogestation





velops in the uterus
uterography /ju tə rɒ&rəfi/ noun an X-ray
examination of the uterus
utero-ovarian /ju tərəυ əυ veəriən/ adjective referring to the uterus and the ovaries
uterosalpingography
/ju tərəυslpŋ
&ɒ&rəfi/ same as hysterosalpingography
uterovesical /ju tərəυ vesk(ə)l/ adjective
referring to the uterus and the bladder
uterus / ju t(ə)rəs/ noun the hollow organ in
a woman’s pelvic cavity, behind the bladder
and in front of the rectum in which the embryo
develops before birth. Also called womb. See
illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (FEMALE) in
Supplement (NOTE: For other terms referring to
uterography





utero-ovarian





uterosalpingography





uterovesical





uterus



the uterus, see words beginning with hyster-,
hystero-, metr-, metro-.)
COMMENT: The top of the uterus is joined to the
Fallopian tubes which link it to the ovaries,
and the lower end (cervix uteri) opens into the
vagina. When an ovum is fertilised it becomes
implanted in the wall of the uterus and develops into an embryo inside it. If fertilisation and
pregnancy do not take place, the lining of the
uterus (endometrium) is shed during menstruation. At childbirth, strong contractions of the
wall of the uterus (myometrium) help push the
baby out through the vagina.

uvulopalatopharyngoplasty

uterus didelphys /ju t(ə)rəs da delfs/
noun same as double uterus
UTI abbr urinary tract infection
utricle / ju trk(ə)l/, utriculus /jυ trkjυləs/
noun a large sac inside the vestibule of the ear,
which relates information about the upright
position of the head to the brain
UV abbreviation ultraviolet
UV-absorbing lens /ju vi əbzɔ bŋ
lenz/ noun a lens devised to absorb UVR in
order to protect the eyes against the sun
uvea / ju viə/ noun a layer of organs in the
eye beneath the sclera, formed of the iris, the
ciliary body and the choroid. Also called uveal
uterus didelphys





UTI

utricle





UV

UV-absorbing lens



uvea



tract

uveal / ju viəl/ adjective referring to the uvea
uveal tract / ju viəl trkt/ noun same as
uveal



uveal tract



uvea

uveitis /ju vi ats/ noun inflammation of
any part of the uvea
uveoparotid fever /ju viə prətd fi və/,
uveoparotid syndrome /ju viə prətd
sndrəυm/ noun inflammation of the uvea
and of the parotid gland
UVR abbr ultraviolet radiation
uvula / ju vjυlə/ noun a piece of soft tissue
which hangs down from the back of the soft
palate
uvular / ju vjυlə/ adjective referring to the
uvula
uvulectomy /ju vjυ lektəmi/ noun the surgical removal of the uvula
uvulitis /ju vjυ lats/ noun inflammation
of the uvula
uvulopalatopharyngoplasty /ju vjυləυ
plətəυfə rŋ&əυplsti/ noun a surgical operation to remove the uvula and other soft tissue in the palate, in order to widen the airways
and treat the problem of snoring. Abbr UPPP
uveitis





uveoparotid fever









UVR

uvula



uvular



uvulectomy





uvulitis





uvulopalatopharyngoplasty
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vaccinate / vksnet/ verb to introduce
vaccine into a person’s body in order to make
the body create its own antibodies, so making
the person immune to the disease (NOTE: You
vaccinate



vaccinate someone against a disease.)
vaccination /vks neʃ(ə)n/ noun the ac-

tion of vaccinating someone
COMMENT:

Originally the words vaccination
and vaccine applied only to smallpox immunisation, but they are now used for immunisation against any disease. Vaccination is mainly given against cholera, diphtheria, rabies,
smallpox, tuberculosis, and typhoid.
vaccine / vksi n/ noun a substance which
vaccine



contains antigens to a disease or a weak form
of a disease, used to protect people against it
vaccinotherapy /vksnəυ θerəpi/ noun
the treatment of a disease with a vaccine
vacuole / vkjuəυl/ noun a space in a fold of
a cell membrane
vacuum / vkjuəm/ noun a space which is
completely empty of all matter, including air
vacuum
extraction / vkjuəm k
strkʃən/ noun the procedure of pulling on
the head of the baby with a suction instrument
to aid birth
vacuum extractor / vkjuəm kstrktə/
noun a surgical instrument formed of a rubber
suction cup which is used in vacuum extraction during childbirth
vacuum suction / vkjuəm s"kʃən/ noun
a method used to achieve an abortion, after dilatation of the cervix. Also called aspiration
vagal / ve&(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
vagus nerve
vagal tone /ve&(ə)l təυn/ noun the action
of the vagus nerve to slow the beat of the sinoatrial node
vagin- /vədan/ prefix referring to the vagina
vagina /və danə/ noun a passage in a woman’s reproductive tract between the entrance to
the uterus, the cervix, and the vulva, able to
stretch enough to allow a baby to pass through
during childbirth. See illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (FEMALE) in Supplement (NOTE: For
vaccinotherapy



vacuole



vacuum



vacuum extraction





vacuum extractor













vaginal bleeding

vaginal delivery

vaccination



vaginal /və dan(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the vagina
vaginal bleeding /vədan(ə)l bli dŋ/
noun bleeding from the vagina
vaginal delivery /vədan(ə)l d lv(ə)ri/
noun the birth of a baby through the mother’s
vagina, without surgical intervention
vaginal
diaphragm
/vədan(ə)l
daəfrm/ noun a circular contraceptive device for women, which is inserted into the vagina and placed over the neck of the uterus before sexual intercourse
vaginal discharge /vədan(ə)l dstʃɑ d/
noun the flow of liquid from the vagina
vaginal douche /vədan(ə)l du ʃ/ noun
1. the process of washing out the vagina 2. a
device or liquid for washing out the vagina
vaginal examination /vədan(ə)l &
zm neʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of checking the
vagina for signs of disease or growth
vaginalis /vd nels/ noun 1. same as Trichomonas vaginalis 2. same as tunica vaginavaginal



vacuum suction



vagal



vagal tone



vagin-

vagina



other terms referring to the vagina, see words
beginning with colp-, colpo-.)



vaginal diaphragm



vaginal discharge



vaginal douche



vaginal examination







vaginalis





lis

vaginal orifice /vədan(ə)l ɒrfs/ noun
an opening leading from the vulva to the uterus
vaginal
proctocele
/vədan(ə)l
prɒktəsi l/ noun a condition associated with
prolapse of the uterus, where the rectum protrudes into the vagina
vaginal suppository noun same as pessary
vaginal orifice



vaginal proctocele



vaginal suppository

1

vaginectomy /vd nektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove the vagina or part of
it
vaginismus /vd nzməs/ noun a painful
contraction of the vagina which prevents sexual intercourse
vaginitis /vd nats/ noun inflammation
of the vagina which is mainly caused by the
bacterium Trichomonas vaginalis or by a fungus Candida albicans
vaginography /vd nɒ&rəfi/ noun an Xray examination of the vagina
vaginoplasty /və danəplsti/ noun a surgical operation to graft tissue on to the vagina
vaginectomy





vaginismus





vaginitis





vaginography





vaginoplasty
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vaginoscope / vdnəυskəυp/ noun same
as colposcope
vago- /ve&ɒ/ prefix referring to the vagus
nerve
vagotomy /ve &ɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut through the vagus nerve which
controls the nerves in the stomach, as a treatment for peptic ulcers
vagus / ve&əs/, vagus nerve / ve&əs n! v/
noun either of the tenth pair of cranial nerves
which carry sensory and motor neurons serving the heart, lungs, stomach, and various other organs and control swallowing. Also called
vaginoscope



vago-

vagotomy



vagus





pneumogastric nerve
valgus / vl&əs/, valgum / vl&əm/, valga /
vl&ə/ adjective turning outwards. 쒁 hallux
valgus. Compare varus
validity /və ldti/ noun (of a study) the fact of
valgus







validity



being based on sound research and methods
which exclude alternative explanations of a result
valine / veli n/ noun an essential amino acid
Valium / vliəm/ a trade name for diazepam
vallate papillae /vlet pə pili / plural
noun large papillae which form a line towards
the back of the tongue and contain taste buds
vallecula /və lekjυlə/ noun a natural depression or fissure in an organ as between the hemispheres of the brain (NOTE: The plural is valvaline



Valium



vallate papillae





vallecula



leculae.)

Valsalva’s manoeuvre /vl slvəz mə
nu və/ noun the process of breathing out
while holding the nostrils closed and keeping
the mouth shut, used in order to test the functioning of the Eustachian tubes or to adjust the
pressure in the middle ear
value / vlju / noun 1. the degree to which
something is useful or necessary 쑗 food with
low nutritional value 2. a number or amount
that is unknown and is shown as a symbol 쐽
plural noun values the views someone has
about the appropriate way to behave 쑗 respect
for different cultural values
valve /vlv/ noun a flap which opens and
closes to allow liquid to pass in one direction
only, e.g. in the heart, blood vessels or lymphatic vessels
valvotomy /vl vɒtəmi/ noun a surgical operation to cut into a valve to make it open wider
valvula / vlvjυlə/ noun a small valve (NOTE:
Valsalva’s manoeuvre





value



valve

valvotomy



valvula



The plural is valvulae.)
valvular / vlvjυlə/ adjective referring to a
valvular



valve
valvular disease of the heart /vlvjυlə
dzi z əv ði hɑ t/ noun an inflammation of
the membrane which lines the valves of the
heart. Abbr VDH
valvulitis /vlvjυ lats/ noun inflammation of a valve in the heart
valvular disease of the heart





valvulitis





varicose

valvuloplasty / vlvjυləυplsti/ noun surgery to repair valves in the heart without opening the heart
valvuloplasty



‘…in percutaneous balloon valvuloplasty a catheter
introduced through the femoral vein is placed across
the aortic valve and into the left ventricle; the catheter is removed and a valve-dilating catheter bearing
a 15mm balloon is placed across the valve’
[Journal of the American Medical Association]
valvulotomy /vlvjυ lɒtəmi/ noun same as
valvotomy
vancomycin /vŋkəυ masn/ noun an anvalvulotomy





vancomycin





tibiotic which is effective against some bacteria which are resistant to other antibiotics.
Strains of bacteria resistant to vancomycin
have now developed.
van den Bergh test /vn den b! & test/
noun a test of blood serum to see if a case of
jaundice is caused by an obstruction in the liver or by haemolysis of red blood cells [After
van den Bergh test



A.A. Hijmans van den Bergh (1869–1943),
Dutch physician]
vaporise / vepəraz/, vaporize verb to turn a
vaporise



liquid into a vapour
vaporiser / vepərazə/, vaporizer noun a
device which warms a liquid to which medicinal oil has been added, so that it provides a vapour which someone can inhale
vapour / vepə/ noun 1. a substance in the
form of a gas 2. steam from a mixture of a liquid and a medicinal oil (NOTE: The US spelling
vaporiser



vapour



is vapor.)

Vaquez-Osler disease /vkez ɒslə d
zi z/ noun same as polycythaemia vera [After
Vaquez-Osler disease





Henri Vaquez (1860–1936), French physician,
Sir William Osler (1849–1919), Professor of
Medicine in Montreal, Philadelphia, Baltimore
and then Oxford]
vara / veərə/ adjective same as varus
variant CJD /veəriənt si de di / noun a
vara



variant CJD



form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease which was
observed first in the 1980s, especially affecting younger people. Abbr vCJD
variation /veəri eʃ(ə)n/ noun a change
from one level to another 쑗 There is a noticeable variation in his pulse rate. 쑗 The chart
shows the variations in the patient’s temperature over a twenty-four hour period.
varicectomy /vri sektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove a vein or part of a vein
varicella /vri selə/ noun same as chickenvariation





varicectomy





varicella





pox

varicella-zoster virus /vriselə zɒstə
varəs/ noun a herpes virus that causes chickenpox and shingles
varices / vrsi z/ plural of varix
varicocele / vrkəυsi l/ noun swelling of a
vein in the spermatic cord which can be corrected by surgery
varicose / vrkəυs/ adjective 1. affected
with or having varicose veins 2. designed for
varicella-zoster virus



varices



varicocele



varicose
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the treatment of varicose veins 3. relating to or
producing swelling
varicose eczema /vrkəυs eksmə/
noun eczema which develops on the legs,
caused by bad circulation. Also called hypovaricose eczema



static eczema

varicose ulcer /vrkəυs "lsə/ noun an
ulcer in the leg as a result of bad circulation
and varicose veins
varicose vein /vrkəυs ven/ noun a
vein, usually in the legs, which becomes twisted and swollen
varicosity /vr kɒsti/ noun (of veins) the
condition of being swollen and twisted
varicotomy /vr kɒtəmi/ noun a surgical
operation to make a cut into a varicose vein
varifocals / veərifəυk(ə)lz/ plural noun
spectacles with lenses which have varying focal lengths from top to bottom, for looking at
things at different distances from the wearer
variola /və raələ/ noun same as smallpox
varioloid / veəriəlɔd/ noun a type of mild
smallpox which affects people who have already had smallpox or have been vaccinated
against it
varix / veərks/ noun a swollen blood vessel,
especially a swollen vein in the leg (NOTE: The
varicose ulcer



varicose vein



varicosity





varicotomy





varifocals





variola



varioloid



varix



plural is varices.)
Varolii /və rəυli / 쏡 pons Varolii
varus / veərəs/, varum / veərəm/, vara /
veərə/ adjective turning inwards. 쒁 coxa vara.
Compare valgus
vary / veəri/ verb 1. to change 쑗 The dosage
varies according to the age of the patient. 2. to
try different actions 쑗 The patient was recomVarolii



varus







vary



mended to vary her diet.
vas /vs/ noun a tube in the body (NOTE: The
vas

plural is vasa.)
vas- /vs/ prefix same as vasovasa efferentia /vesə efə rentiə/ plural
noun the group of small tubes which sperm
vas-

vasa efferentia





travel down from the testis to the epididymis
vasa vasorum /vesə ve sɔ rəm / plural
noun tiny blood vessels in the walls of larger
blood vessels
vascular / vskjυlə/ adjective referring to
blood vessels
vascular dementia /vskjυlə d menʃə/
noun a form of mental degeneration due to disease of the blood vessels in the brain
vascularisation /vskjυləra zeʃ(ə)n/,
vascularization noun the development of new
blood vessels
vascular lesion /vskjυlə li (ə)n/ noun
damage to a blood vessel
vascular system / vskjυlə sstəm/ noun
the series of vessels such as veins, arteries and
capillaries, carrying blood around the body
vasculitis /vskjυ lats/ noun inflammation of a blood vessel
vasa vasorum





vascular



vascular dementia





vascularisation





vascular lesion



vascular system



vasculitis





vas deferens /vs defərenz/ noun see illustration at UROGENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement. also called ductus deferens, sperm
vas deferens



duct (NOTE: The plural is vasa deferentia.)
vasectomy /və sektəmi/ noun a surgical opvasectomy



eration to cut a vas deferens, in order to prevent sperm travelling from the epididymis up
the duct. 쒁 bilateral vasectomy
vas efferens /vs efərenz/ noun one of
many tiny tubes which take the spermatozoa
from the testis to the epididymis (NOTE: The
vas efferens



plural is vasa efferentia.)

vaso- /vezəυ/ prefix 1. referring to a blood
vessel 2. referring to the vas deferens
vasoactive /vezəυ ktv/ adjective having
an effect on the blood vessels, especially constricting the arteries
vasoconstriction /vezəυkən strkʃən/
noun a contraction of blood vessels which
makes them narrower
vasoconstrictor /vezəυkən strktə/ noun
a chemical substance which makes blood vessels become narrower, so that blood pressure
rises, e.g. ephedrine hydrochloride
vasodilatation /vezəυdalə teʃ(ə)n/, vasodilation /vezəυda leʃ(ə)n/ noun the relaxation of blood vessels, especially the arteries, making them wider and leading to increased blood flow or reduced blood pressure
vasodilator /vezəυda letə/ noun a chemical substance which makes blood vessels become wider, so that blood flows more easily
and blood pressure falls, e.g. hydralazine hydrochloride
vaso-

vasoactive





vasoconstriction





vasoconstrictor





vasodilatation











vasodilator





‘Volatile anaesthetic agents are potent vasodilators
and facilitate blood flow to the skin.’ [British
Journal of Nursing]
vaso-epididymostomy /vezəυ epdd
mɒstəmi/ noun a surgical operation to reverse
vaso-epididymostomy





a vasectomy in which the cut end of the vas
deferens is joined to a tubule within the epididymis above a blockage in it
vasoinhibitor /vezəυin hbtə/ noun a
chemical substance that reduces or stops the
activity of the nerves that control the widening
or narrowing of the blood vessels
vasoligation /vezəla &eʃ(ə)n/ noun a
surgical operation to tie the vasa deferentia to
prevent infection entering the epididymis from
the urinary system
vasomotion /vezə məυʃ(ə)n/ noun the
control of the diameter of blood vessels and
thus of blood flow. 쒁 vasoconstriction, vavasoinhibitor





vasoligation





vasomotion



sodilatation

vasomotor /vezəυ məυtə/ adjective referring to the control of the diameter of blood
vessels
vasomotor centre /vezə məυtə sentə/
noun a nerve centre in the brain which changes
the rate of heartbeat and the diameter of blood
vessels and so regulates blood pressure
vasomotor





vasomotor centre
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vasomotor nerve /vezəυ məυtə n! v/
noun a nerve in the wall of a blood vessel
which affects the diameter of the vessel
vasopressin /vezəυ presn/ noun same as
vasomotor nerve





vasopressin





vasopressor



stance which increases blood pressure by narrowing the blood vessels
vasospasm / vezəυspzm/ noun a muscle
spasm causing the fingers to become cold,
white and numb. 쒁 Raynaud’s disease
vasovagal /vezəυ ve&(ə)l/ adjective referring to the vagus nerve and its effect on the
heartbeat and blood circulation
vasovagal attack /vezəυ ve&(ə)l ətk/
noun a fainting fit as a result of a slowing down
of the heartbeats caused by excessive activity
of the vagus nerve
vasovasostomy /vezəυvə sɒstəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to reverse a vasectomy
vasovesiculitis
/vezəυveskju lats/
noun inflammation of the seminal vesicles and
a vas deferens
vastus intermedius /vstəs ntə
mi diəs/, vastus medialis /vstəs mi di
els/, vastus lateralis /vstəs ltə rels/
noun three of the four parts of the quadriceps
femoris, the muscle of the thigh (NOTE: The
vasospasm



vasovagal





vasovagal attack







vasovasostomy





vasovesiculitis





vastus intermedius













fourth is the rectus femoris.)
vault /vɔ lt/ noun 왍 vault of the skull part of
vault

the skull which includes the frontal bone, the
temporal bones and the occipital bone
VBAC abbr vaginal birth after Caesarean section
vCJD abbr variant CJD
VD abbr venereal disease
VD clinic /vi di klnk/ noun a clinic specialising in the diagnosis and treatment of venereal diseases
VDH abbr valvular disease of the heart
vectis / vekts/ noun a curved surgical instrument used in childbirth
vector / vektə/ noun an insect or animal
which carries a disease and can pass it to humans 쑗 The tsetse fly is a vector of sleeping
sickness.
vegan / vi &ən/ noun someone who does not
eat meat, dairy produce, eggs or fish and eats
only vegetables and fruit 쐽 adjective involving
a diet of only vegetables and fruit
vegetarian /ved teəriən/ noun someone
who does not eat meat, but eats mainly vegetables and fruit and sometimes dairy produce,
eggs or fish 쐽 adjective involving a diet without meat
vegetation /ved teʃ(ə)n/ noun a growth
on a membrane, e.g. on the cusps of valves in
the heart
vegetative / vedtətv/ adjective 1. referring to growth of tissue or organs 2. referring
VBAC

vCJD

VD

VD clinic



VDH

vectis



vector



vegan



vegetarian





vegetation



vegetative





vehicle



vein

antidiuretic hormone
vasopressor /vezəυ presə/ noun a sub

venom

to a state after brain damage, where a person is
alive and breathing but shows no responses
vehicle / vi k(ə)l/ noun a liquid in which a
dose of a drug is put
vein /ven/ noun a blood vessel which takes
deoxygenated blood containing waste carbon
dioxide from the tissues back to the heart
(NOTE: For other terms referring to veins see
words beginning phleb-, phlebo- or vene-,
veno-.)
vena cava /vi nə kevə/ noun one of two
vena cava



large veins which take deoxygenated blood
from all the other veins into the right atrium of
the heart. See illustration at HEART in Supplement, KIDNEY in Supplement (NOTE: The plural
is venae cavae.)
COMMENT: The superior vena cava brings
blood from the head and the top part of the
body, while the inferior vena cava brings
blood from the abdomen and legs.
vene- /ven/ prefix referring to veins
venene /və ni n/ noun a mixture of different
vene-

venene



venoms, used to produce antivenene
venepuncture / venp"ŋktʃə/ noun the act
of puncturing a vein either to inject a drug or
to take a blood sample
venereal /və nəriəl/ adjective 1. relating to
sex acts or sexual desire 2. relating to the genitals 3. referring to an infection or disease
which is transmitted through sexual intercourse 쑗 venereal warts
venereal disease /v nəriəl dzi z/ noun a
disease which is passed from one person to another during sexual intercourse. Abbr VD
venepuncture



venereal



venereal disease





(NOTE: Now usually called a sexually transmitted disease (STD).)
venereal wart /vənəriəl wɔ t/ noun a wart
venereal wart



on the genitals or in the urogenital area
venereologist /vənəri ɒlədst/ noun a
doctor who specialises in the study of venereal
diseases
venereology /vənəri ɒlədi/ noun the scientific study of venereal diseases
venereum /və nəriəm/ 쏡 lymphogranulovenereologist





venereology



venereum



ma venereum
veneris / venərs/ 쏡 mons
venesection /ven sekʃən/ noun an operaveneris



venesection





tion where a vein is cut so that blood can be removed, e.g. when taking blood from a donor
venipuncture / venp"ŋktʃə/ noun same as
venipuncture



venepuncture
veno- /vi nəυ/ prefix referring to veins
venoclysis /və nɒkləss/ noun the proceveno-

venoclysis



dure of slowly introducing a saline or other solution into a vein
venogram / vi nə&rm/ noun same as phlevenogram



bogram

venography /v nɒ&rəfi/ noun same as phlebography
venom / venəm/ noun a poison in the bite of
venography



venom



a snake or insect
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COMMENT:

Depending on the source of the
bite, venom can have a wide range of effects,
from a sore spot after a bee sting, to death
from a scorpion. Antivenene will counteract
the effects of venom, but is only effective if the
animal which gave the bite can be correctly
identified.
venomous / venəməs/ adjective referring to
an animal which has poison in its bite 쑗 The
cobra is a venomous snake. 쑗 He was bitten by
venomous



a venomous spider.
venosus /v nəυsəs/ 쏡 ductus venosus
venous / vi nəs/ adjective referring to the
veins
venosus



venous



‘…venous air embolism is a potentially fatal complication of percutaneous venous catheterization’
[Southern Medical Journal]
‘…a pad was placed under the Achilles tendon to
raise the legs, thus aiding venous return and preventing deep vein thrombosis’ [NATNews]
venous bleeding /vi nəs bli dŋ/ noun
venous bleeding



bleeding from a vein
venous blood / vi nəs bl"d/ noun same as
venous blood



deoxygenated blood


venous system



venous thrombosis





venous ulcer



ventilation



ventilator



ventilatory failure



Ventimask



Ventolin



ventouse



ventral



ventricle



COMMENT:

ventricul-

ventricle in the brain or heart
ventricular /ven trkjυlə/ adjective referring
to the ventricles
ventricular fibrillation /ventrkjυlə fa*
br leʃ(ə)n/ noun a serious heart condition
where the ventricular muscles flutter and the
heart no longer beats. Abbr VF
ventricular folds /ven trkjυlə fəυldz/ plural noun same as vocal cords
ventricular septal defect /ventrkjυlə
sept(ə)l dfekt/ noun a condition in which
blood can flow between the two ventricles of
the heart, because the intraventricular septum
has not developed properly. Abbr VSD. Compare atrial septal defect
ventriculitis /ventrkjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the brain ventricles
ventriculoatriostomy /ventrkjυləυetri
ɒstəmi/ noun an operation to relieve pressure
caused by excessive quantities of cerebrospinal fluid in the brain ventricles
ventriculogram /ven trkjυlə&rm/ noun
an X-ray picture of the ventricles of the brain
ventriculography
/ventrkjυ lɒ&rəfi/
noun a method of taking X-ray pictures of the
ventricles of the brain after air has been introduced to replace the cerebrospinal fluid
ventriculo-peritoneal
shunt
/ven
trkjυləυ pertəni əl ʃ"nt/ noun an artificial drain used in hydrocephalus to drain cerebrospinal fluid from the ventricles
ventriculoscopy /ventrkjυ lɒskəpi/ noun
an examination of the brain using an endoscope
ventriculostomy /ventrkjυ lɒstəmi/ noun
a surgical operation to pass a hollow needle
into a ventricle of the brain so as to reduce
pressure, take a sample of fluid or enlarge the
ventricular opening to prevent the need for a
shunt
ventro- /ventrəυ/ prefix 1. ventral 2. referring
to the abdomen
ventrofixation /ventrəυfk seʃ(ə)n/ noun
a surgical operation to treat retroversion of the
uterus by attaching the uterus to the wall of the
abdomen
ventrosuspension /ventrəυsə spenʃən/
noun a surgical operation to treat retroversion
of the uterus
ventricular



ventricular fibrillation





ventricular folds



ventricular septal defect



venous
haemorrhage
/vi nəs
hem(ə)rd/ noun the escape of blood from a
vein
venous system / vi nəs sstəm/ noun a
system of veins which brings blood back to the
heart from the tissues
venous thrombosis /vi nəs θrɒm bəυss/
noun the blocking of a vein by a blood clot
venous ulcer /vi nəs "lsə/ noun an ulcer in
the leg, caused by varicose veins or by a blood
clot
ventilation /vent leʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
breathing air in or out of the lungs, so removing waste products from the blood in exchange
for oxygen. 쒁 dead space
ventilator / ventletə/ noun a machine
which pumps air into and out of the lungs of
someone who has difficulty in breathing 쑗 The
newborn baby was put on a ventilator. Also
called respirator
ventilatory failure / ventletri feljə/
noun a failure of the lungs to oxygenate the
blood correctly
Ventimask / ventimɑ sk/ a trademark for a
type of oxygen mask
Ventolin / ventəln/ a trade name for salbutamol
ventouse / ventu s/ noun a cup-like vacuum
device attached to the top of an unborn baby’s
head in the process of delivery, used to enable
a distressed baby to be born quickly
ventral / ventr(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to
the abdomen 2. referring to the front of the
body. Opposite dorsal
ventricle / ventrk(ə)l/ noun a cavity in an
organ, especially in the heart or brain. See illustration at HEART in Supplement
venous haemorrhage



blood from the pulmonary vein through the left
atrium, and pumps it into the aorta to circulate
round the body; the right ventricle takes blood
from the veins through the right atrium, and
pumps it into the pulmonary artery to be
passed to the lungs to be oxygenated. There
are four ventricles in the brain, each containing cerebrospinal fluid. The two lateral ventricles in the cerebral hemispheres contain the
choroid processes which produce cerebrospinal fluid. The third ventricle lies in the midline
between the two thalami. The fourth ventricle
is part of the central canal of the hindbrain.
ventricul- /ventrkjυl/ prefix referring to a

There are two ventricles in the
heart: the left ventricle takes oxygenated



ventriculitis





ventriculoatriostomy







ventriculogram



ventriculography





ventriculo-peritoneal shunt





ventriculoscopy





ventriculostomy





ventro-

ventrofixation





ventrosuspension
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Venturi mask /ven tjυəri mɑ sk/ noun a
type of disposable mask which gives the person a controlled mixture of oxygen and air
Venturi nebuliser /ven tjυəri nebjυlazə/
noun a type of nebuliser which is used in aerosol therapy
venule / venju l/ noun a small vein or vessel
leading from tissue to a larger vein
verapamil /və rpəml/ noun a synthetic
compound which helps to prevent the movement of calcium ions across membranes. It is
used in the treatment of angina pectoris, hypertension and irregular heartbeat.
verbigeration /v! bdə reʃ(ə)n/ noun a
condition seen in people with mental disorders, in which they keep saying the same
words over and over again
vermicide / v! msad/ noun a substance
which kills worms in the intestine
vermiform / v! mfɔ m/ adjective shaped
like a worm
vermiform appendix /v! mfɔ m ə
pendks/ noun same as appendix 1
vermifuge / v! mfju d/ noun a substance
which removes worms from the intestine
vermillion border /vəmliən bɔ də/ noun
the external red parts of the lips
vermis / v! ms/ noun the central part of the
cerebellum, which forms the top of the fourth
ventricle
vermix / v! mks/ noun a vermiform appendix
vernix caseosa /v! nks kesi əυsə/ noun
an oily substance which covers a baby’s skin at
birth
verruca /və ru kə/ noun a small hard harmless growth on the sole of the foot, caused by a
virus (NOTE: Verrucas are a type of wart. The
Venturi mask



Venturi nebuliser



venule



verapamil



verbigeration





vermicide



vermiform



vermiform appendix





vermifuge



vermillion border



vermis



vermix



vernix caseosa





verruca



plural is verrucas or verrucae.)
version / v! ʃ(ə)n/ noun the procedure of
version



turning a fetus in a uterus so as to put it in a
better position for birth
vertebra / v! tbrə/ noun one of twenty-four
ring-shaped bones which link together to form
the backbone. See illustration at CARTILAGINOUS JOINT in Supplement (NOTE: The plural is
vertebra



vertebrae.)
COMMENT: The top vertebra (the atlas) supports the skull; the first seven vertebrae in the
neck are the cervical vertebrae; then follow
the twelve thoracic or dorsal vertebrae which
are behind the chest and five lumbar vertebrae in the lower part of the back. The sacrum
and coccyx are formed of five sacral vertebrae
and four coccygeal vertebrae which have
fused together.
vertebral / v! tbrəl/ adjective referring to
vertebral



the vertebrae
vertebral artery /v! tbrəl ɑ təri/ noun
one of two arteries which go up the back of the
neck into the brain
vertebral artery



vesicovaginal

vertebral canal /v! tbrəl kə nl/ noun
same as spinal canal
vertebral column / v! tbrəl kɒləm/ noun
the series of bones and discs linked together to
form a flexible column running from the base
of the skull to the pelvis. Also called backbone, spinal column. See illustration at PELVIS
in Supplement
vertebral disc /v! tbrəl dsk/ noun same
as intervertebral disc
vertebral foramen /v! tbrəl fə remən/
noun a hole in the centre of a vertebra which
links with others to form the vertebral canal
through which the spinal cord passes
vertebral ganglion /v! təbrəl &ŋ&liən/
noun a ganglion in front of the origin of the
vertebral artery
vertebro-basilar insufficiency /v! tbrəυ
bzlə nsə fʃənsi/ noun a brainstem ischaemia due to temporary occlusion of the arteries
vertex / v! teks/ noun the top of the skull
vertex delivery / v! teks dlv(ə)ri/ noun a
normal birth, where the baby’s head appears
first
vertigo / v! t&əυ/ noun 1. feelings of dizziness or giddiness caused by a malfunction of
the sense of balance 2. a fear of heights, as a result of a sensation of dizziness which is felt
when high up, especially on a tall building 쑗
She won’t sit near the window – she suffers
from vertigo.
very low density lipoprotein /veri ləυ
densəti lpəυ prəυti n/ noun a fat produced
by the liver after food has been absorbed and
before it becomes low density lipoprotein.
Abbr VLDL
vesical / vesk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
bladder
vesicant / veskənt/ noun a substance which
makes the skin blister. Also called epispastic
vesicle / vesk(ə)l/ noun 1. a small blister on
the skin, e.g. caused by eczema 2. a sac which
contains liquid
vesico- /veskəυ/ prefix referring to the urinary bladder
vesicofixation /veskəυfk seʃ(ə)n/ noun
same as cystopexy
vesicostomy /ves kɒstəmi/, vesicotomy /
ves kɒtəmi/ noun same as cystostomy
vesicoureteric
reflux /veskəυjυər
terk ri fl"ks/ noun the flowing of urine
back from the bladder up the ureters during
urination, which may carry infection from the
bladder to the kidneys. Also called vesicouretvertebral canal





vertebral column



vertebral disc



vertebral foramen





vertebral ganglion



vertebro-basilar insufficiency





vertex



vertex delivery





vertigo



very low density lipoprotein





vesical



vesicant



vesicle



vesico-

vesicofixation





vesicostomy









vesicoureteric reflux





ic reflux

vesicouretic /veskəυjυ retk/ adjective
relating to the urinary bladder and the ureters
vesicouretic reflux /veskəυjυretk
ri fl"ks/ noun same as vesicoureteric reflux
vesicovaginal /veskəυvə dan(ə)l/ adjective referring to the bladder and the vagina
vesicouretic





vesicouretic reflux





vesicovaginal
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vesicovaginal fistula /veskəυvədan(ə)l
fstjυlə/ noun an unusual opening between
the bladder and the vagina
vesicular /və skjυlə/ adjective referring to a
vesicle
vesicular breathing /vəskjυlə bri ðŋ/,
vesicular breath sound /vəskjυlə breθ
saυnd/ plural noun the sound made during the
normal breathing process
vesiculation /vəskjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun the
formation of blisters on the skin
vesiculectomy /veskjυ lektəmi/ noun a
surgical operation to remove a seminal vesicle
vesiculitis /vəskjυ lats/ noun inflammation of the seminal vesicles
vesiculography /vəskjυ lɒ&rəfi/ noun an
X-ray examination of the seminal vesicles
vesiculopapular
/vəskjυləυ ppjυlə/
adjective referring to a skin disorder which has
both blisters and papules
vesiculopustular /vəskjυləυ p"stjυlə/
adjective referring to a skin disorder which has
both blisters and pustules
vessel / ves(ə)l/ noun 1. a tube in the body
along which liquid flows, especially a blood
vessel 2. a container for fluids
vestibular /ve stbjυlə/ adjective referring to
a vestibule, especially the vestibule of the inner ear
vestibular folds /ve stbjυlə fəυldz/ plural
noun folds in the larynx above the vocal folds,
which are not used for speech. Also called
vesicovaginal fistula





vesicular



vesicular breathing





vesiculation





vesiculectomy





vesiculitis





vesiculography





vesiculopapular





vesiculopustular





vessel



vestibular



vestibular folds



false vocal cords

vestibular glands /ve stbjυlə &lndz/
plural noun the glands at the point where the
vagina and vulva join, which secrete a lubricating substance
vestibular nerve /ve stbjυlə n! v/ noun
the part of the auditory nerve which carries information about balance to the brain
vestibule / vestbju l/ noun a cavity in the
body at the entrance to an organ, especially the
first cavity in the inner ear or the space in the
larynx above the vocal cords or a nostril. See
illustration at EAR in Supplement
vestibulocochlear nerve /vestbjυləυ
kɒkliə n! v/ noun the eighth cranial nerve
which governs hearing and balance. Also
called acoustic nerve, auditory nerve
vestigial /ves tdiəl/ adjective existing in a
rudimentary form 쑗 The coccyx is a vestigial
tail.
VF abbr ventricular fibrillation 왍 in VF referring to someone whose heart is no longer able
to beat
viability /vaə blti/ noun the fact of being
viable 쑗 The viability of the fetus before the
22nd week is doubtful.
viable / vaəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to a fetus which can survive if born 쑗 A fetus is viable by about the 28th week of pregnancy.
vestibular glands



vestibular nerve



vestibule



vestibulocochlear nerve



vestigial



VF

viability



viable





Viagra /va &rə/ a trade name for sildenafil
citrate
vial / vaəl/ noun same as phial
Vibramycin /vabrə masn/ a trade name
for doxycycline
vibrate /va bret/ verb to move rapidly and
continuously
vibration /va breʃ(ə)n/ noun rapid and
continuous movement 쑗 Speech is formed by
the vibrations of the vocal cords.
vibration white finger /va breʃ(ə)n
wat fŋ&ə/ noun a condition caused by longterm use of a chain saw or pneumatic drill,
which affects the circulation in the fingers
vibrator /va bretə/ noun a device to produce vibrations, which may be used for massages
Vibrio / vbriəυ/ noun a genus of Gram-negative bacteria which are found in water and
cause cholera
vibrissae /va brsi / plural noun hairs in the
nostrils or ears
vicarious /v keəriəs/ adjective done by one
organ or agent in place of another
vicarious menstruation /vkeəriəs men
stru eʃ(ə)n/ noun the discharge of blood other than by the vagina during menstrual periods
victim / vktm/ noun a person who is injured
in an accident or who has caught a disease 쑗
The victims of the rail crash were taken to the
local hospital. 왍 to fall victim to something
to become a victim of or to experience bad effects from something 쑗 Half the people eating
at the restaurant fell victim to salmonella poisoning.
vigour / v&ə/ noun a combination of positive
attributes expressed in rapid growth, large size,
high fertility and long life in an organism
Viagra



vial



Vibramycin





vibrate



vibration



vibration white finger



vibrator



Vibrio



vibrissae



vicarious



vicarious menstruation





victim



vigour



(NOTE: The US spelling is vigor.)
villous / vləs/ adjective shaped like a villus,
villous



or formed of villi
villus / vləs/ noun a tiny projection like a finger on the surface of a mucous membrane
villus



(NOTE: The plural is villi.)
vinblastine /vn blsti n/ noun an alkaloid
vinblastine



drug used in the treatment of cancer
vincristine /vn krsti n/ noun an alkaloid
drug similar to vinblastine, also used in the
treatment of cancer. It works by blocking cell
division and is highly toxic.
vinculum / vŋkjυləm/ noun a thin connecting band of tissue (NOTE: The plural is vincula.)
violent / vaələnt/ adjective very strong, very
severe 쑗 He had a violent headache. 쑗 Her reaction to the injection was violent.
violently / vaələntli/ adverb in a strong way
쑗 He reacted violently to the antihistamine.
violet / vaələt/ noun a dark, purplish blue
colour at the end of the visible spectrum
viraemia /va ri miə/ noun a virus in the
blood (NOTE: The US spelling is viremia.)
vincristine



vinculum



violent



violently



violet



viraemia
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viral / varəl/ adjective caused by a virus, or
referring to a virus
viral hepatitis noun same as serum hepatitis
viral infection / varəl nfekʃən/ noun an
infection caused by a virus
viral pneumonia /varəl nju məυniə/ noun
a type of inflammation of the lungs caused by
a virus. Also called virus pneumonia
virgin / v! dn/ noun a female who has not
experienced sexual intercourse
virginity /və dnti/ noun the condition of a
female who has not experienced sexual intercourse
virile / vral/ adjective like a man, with strong
male characteristics
virilisation /vrla zeʃ(ə)n/, virilization
noun the development of male characteristics
in a woman, caused by a hormone imbalance
or therapy
virilism / vrlz(ə)m/ noun male characteristics such as body hair and a deep voice in a
woman
virology /va rɒlədi/ noun the scientific
study of viruses
virulence / vrυləns/ noun 1. the ability of a
microorganism to cause a disease 2. the degree
of effect of a disease
virulent / vrυlənt/ adjective 1. referring to
the ability of a microorganism to cause a disease 쑗 an unusually virulent strain of the virus
2. referring to a disease which develops rapidly and has strong effects
virus / varəs/ noun a parasite consisting of a
nucleic acid surrounded by a protein coat that
can only develop in other cells. Viruses cause
many diseases including the common cold,
AIDS, herpes and polio. (NOTE: Antibiotics have
viral



viral hepatitis

viral infection





viral pneumonia





virgin



virginity



virile



virilisation





virilism



virology



virulence



virulent



virus



no effect on viruses, but effective vaccines have
been developed for some viral diseases.)
virus pneumonia noun same as viral pneumonia
viscera / vsərə/ plural noun the internal orvirus pneumonia

viscera



gans, e.g. the heart, lungs, stomach and intestines
visceral / vsərəl/ adjective referring to the
internal organs
visceral larva migrans /vsərəl lɑ və
ma&rnz/ noun same as toxocariasis
visceral muscle / vsərəl m"s(ə)l/ noun a
smooth muscle in the wall of the intestine
which makes the intestine contract
visceral pericardium /vsərəl peri
kɑ diəm/ noun the inner layer of serous pericardium, attached to the wall of the heart
visceral peritoneum /vsərəl pertəυ
ni əm/ noun part of the peritoneum which
covers the organs in the abdominal cavity
visceral pleura /vsərəl plυərə/ noun a
membrane attached to the surface of a lung.
See illustration at LUNGS in Supplement
visceral



visceral larva migrans



visceral muscle



visceral pericardium





visceral peritoneum



visceral pleura





visual cortex

visceral pouch / vsərəl paυtʃ/ noun same
as pharyngeal pouch
viscero- /vsərəυ/ prefix relating to the viscera
visceromotor /vsərə məυtə/ adjective
controlling the movement of viscera
visceroptosis /vsərə təυss/ noun a
movement of an internal organ downwards
from its usual position
visceroreceptor /vsərəυr septə/ noun a
receptor cell which reacts to stimuli from organs such as the stomach, heart and lungs
viscid / vsd/ adjective referring to a liquid
which is sticky and slow-moving
viscosity /v skɒsti/ noun the state of a liquid which moves slowly
viscous / vskəs/ adjective referring to a liquid which is thick and slow-moving
viscus / vskəs/ 쏡 viscera
visible / vzb(ə)l/ adjective able to be seen 쑗
There were no visible symptoms of the disease.
vision / v(ə)n/ noun the ability to see, eyesight 쑗 After the age of 50, many people’s vision begins to fail.
vision centre / v(ə)n sentə/ noun the
point in the brain where the nerves relating to
the eye come together
visit / vzt/ noun 1. a short stay with someone, especially to comfort a patient 쑗 The patient is too weak to have any visits. 쑗 He is allowed visits of ten minutes only. 2. a short stay
with a professional person 쑗 They had a visit
from the district nurse. 쑗 She paid a visit to the
chiropodist. 쑗 On the patient’s last visit to the
physiotherapy unit, nurses noticed a great improvement in her walking. 쐽 verb to stay a
short time with someone 쑗 I am going to visit
my brother in hospital. 쑗 She was visited by
the health visitor.
visiting times / vztŋ tamz/ plural noun
the times of day when friends are allowed into
a hospital to visit patients
visitor / vztə/ noun a person who visits 쑗
Visitors are allowed into the hospital on Sunday afternoons. 쑗 How many visitors did you
have this week?
visual / vυəl/ adjective referring to sight or
vision
visual acuity /vυəl ə kju ti/ noun the
ability to see objects clearly
visual area /vυəl eəriə/ noun the part of
the cerebral cortex which is concerned with
sight
visual axis /vυəl kss/ noun the line between the object on which the eye focuses, and
the fovea
visual cortex /vuəl kɔ teks/ noun the
part of the cerebral cortex which receives information about sight
visceral pouch



viscero-

visceromotor





visceroptosis





visceroreceptor





viscid



viscosity



viscous



viscus



visible



vision



vision centre



visit



visiting times



visitor



visual



visual acuity





visual area



visual axis



visual cortex



Medicine.fm Page 448 Thursday, November 20, 2003 4:26 PM

visual field

448

visual field / vυəl fi l-d/ noun the area
which can be seen without moving the eye.
Also called field of vision
visualisation /vuəla zeʃ(ə)n/, visualization noun 1. a technique in which an image
of an internal organ or other part of the body is
produced by using X-rays or other means such
as magnetic resonance imaging 2. a technique
in which someone creates a strongly positive
mental picture of something such as the way in
which they would like to solve a problem, in
order to help them cope with it
visually impaired /vυəli m peəd/ adjective having difficulty in seeing because of an
eye condition
visually impaired person /vυəli m
peəd p! s(ə)n/ noun a person whose eyesight is not clear
visual purple /vυəl p! p(ə)l/ noun same
as rhodopsin
vitae / vati / 쏡 arbor vitae
vital / vat(ə)l/ adjective very important or
necessary for life 쑗 If circulation is stopped,
vital nerve cells begin to die in a few minutes.
쑗 Oxygen is vital to the human system.
vital capacity /vat(ə)l kə psti/ noun the
largest amount of air which a person can exhale at one time
vital centre /vat(ə)l sentə/ noun a group
of nerve cells in the brain which govern a particular function of the body such as the five
senses
vital organs /vat(ə)l ɔ &ənz/ plural noun
the most important organs in the body, without
which a human being cannot live, e.g. the
heart, lungs and brain
vital signs /vat(ə)l sanz/ plural noun
measurements of pulse, breathing and temperature
vital statistics /vat(ə)l stə tstks/ plural
noun a set of official statistics relating to the
population of a place, such as the percentage
of live births per thousand, the incidence of
particular diseases and the numbers of births
and deaths
vitamin / vtəmn/ noun an essential substance not synthesised in the body, but found
in most foods, and needed for good health
Vitamin A /vtəmn e/ noun a vitamin
which is soluble in fat and can be formed in the
body from precursors but is mainly found in
food such as liver, vegetables, eggs and cod
liver oil. Also called retinol
visual field



visualisation





visually impaired





visually impaired person



visual purple



vitae



vital



vital capacity





vital centre



vital organs



vital signs



vital statistics





vitamin



Vitamin A



COMMENT: Lack of Vitamin A affects the
body’s growth and resistance to disease and
can cause night blindness or xerophthalmia.
Carotene (the yellow substance in carrots) is
a precursor of Vitamin A, which accounts for
the saying that eating carrots helps you to see
in the dark.



Vitamin B1 /vtəmn bi w"n/ noun a vitamin found in yeast, liver, cereals and pork.
Also called thiamine
Vitamin B2 /vtəmn bi tu / noun a vitamin found in eggs, liver, green vegetables,
milk and yeast. Also called riboflavine
Vitamin B6 /vtəmn bi sks/ noun a vitamin found in meat, cereals and molasses. Also
called pyridoxine
Vitamin B12 /vtəmn bi twelv/ noun a vitamin found in liver and kidney, but not
present in vegetables. Also called cyanocoVitamin B



Vitamin B



Vitamin B



Vitamin B



balamin

Vitamin B complex /vtəmn bi kɒm*
pleks / noun a group of vitamins such as folic
acid, riboflavine and thiamine
Vitamin C / vtəmn si / noun a vitamin
which is soluble in water and is found in fresh
fruit, especially oranges and lemons, raw vegetables and liver. Also called ascorbic acid
Vitamin D /vtəmn di / noun a vitamin
which is soluble in fat and is found in butter,
eggs and fish. It is also produced by the skin
when exposed to sunlight. It helps in the formation of bones, and lack of it causes rickets
in children.
vitamin deficiency / vtəmn dfʃ(ə)nsi/
noun a lack of necessary vitamins 쑗 He is suffering from Vitamin A deficiency. 쑗 Vitamin C
deficiency causes scurvy.
Vitamin E /vtəmn i / noun a vitamin
found in vegetables, vegetable oils, eggs and
wholemeal bread
Vitamin K /vtəmn ke/ noun a vitamin
found in green vegetables such as spinach and
cabbage, and which helps the clotting of blood
and is needed to activate prothrombin
vitelline sac /v telan sk/ noun a sac attached to an embryo, where the blood cells
first form
vitellus /v teləs/ noun the yolk of an egg
(ovum)
vitiligo /vti la&əυ/ noun a condition in
which white patches appear on the skin. Also
called leucoderma
vitrectomy /v trektəmi/ noun a surgical operation to remove some or all of the vitreous
humour of the eye
vitreous / vtriəs/ adjective 1. having the
characteristics of glass 2. relating to the vitreous humour of the eye
vitreous body / vtriəs bɒdi/ noun same as
Vitamin B complex



Vitamin C



Vitamin D



vitamin deficiency





Vitamin E



Vitamin K



vitelline sac



vitellus



vitiligo





vitrectomy



vitreous



vitreous body



vitreous humour

vitreous
detachment /vtriəs
d
ttʃmənt/ noun the separation of the vitreous
humour from the retina, often due to natural
ageing when the vitreous humour thins, but
also occurring in other conditions such as diabetes
vitreous humour /vtriəs hju mə/ noun a
transparent jelly which fills the main cavity
vitreous detachment



vitreous humour
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behind the lens in the eye. See illustration at
EYE in Supplement
vitritis /v trats/ noun same as hyalitis
vitro / vi triəυ/ 쏡 in vitro
Vitus / vatəs/ 쏡 St Vitus’s dance
viviparous /v vpərəs/ adjective referring to
animals which bear live young, such as humans, as opposed to birds and reptiles which
lay eggs
vivisection /vv sekʃən/ noun the act of
dissecting a living animal as an experiment
vocal / vəυk(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
voice
vocal cords / vəυk(ə)l kɔ dz/ plural noun a
pair of fibrous sheets of tissue which span the
cavity of the voice box (larynx) and produce
sounds by vibrating. Also called ventricular
vitritis



vitro



Vitus



viviparous



vivisection





vocal



vocal cords



folds

vocal folds / vəυk(ə)l fəυldz/ plural noun
same as vocal cords
vocal folds abducted /vəυk(ə)l fəυldz əb
d"ktd/ noun the usual condition of the vocal
cords in quiet breathing
vocal folds adducted /vəυk(ə)l fəυldz ə
d"ktd/ noun the position of the vocal cords
for speaking
vocal fremitus /vəυk(ə)l fremtəs/ noun a
vibration of the chest when a person speaks or
coughs
vocal ligament / vəυk(ə)l l&əmənt/ noun
a ligament in the centre of the vocal cords
vocal resonance /vəυk(ə)l rezənəns/
noun a sound heard by a doctor when he or she
listens through a stethoscope to the chest while
a person is speaking
voice /vɔs/ noun the sound made when a person speaks or sings 왍 to lose one’s voice not to
be able to speak because of a throat infection
왍 his voice has broken his voice has become
deeper and adult, with the onset of puberty
voice box / vɔs bɒks/ noun the larynx, a
hollow organ containing the vocal cords at the
back of the throat, which produces sounds
volar / vəυlə/ adjective referring to the palm
of the hand or sole of the foot
volatile / vɒlətal/ adjective referring to a liquid which turns into gas at room temperature
volatile oils /vɒlətal ɔlz/ plural noun concentrated oils from plants used in cosmetics
and as antiseptics
volitantes /vɒl tnti z/ 쏡 muscae volivocal folds



vocal folds abducted





vocal folds adducted





vocal fremitus



vocal ligament



vocal resonance



voice

voice box



volar



volatile



volatile oils



volitantes



tantes

von Recklinghausen’s disease

muscles of the forearm because blood supply
has been restricted, leading to contraction of
the fingers
volsella /vɒl selə/ noun a type of surgical forceps with claw-like hooks at the end of each
arm. Also called vulsella
volume / vɒlju m/ noun an amount of a substance
voluntary / vɒlənt(ə)ri/ adjective done because one wishes to do it
voluntary admission /vɒlənt(ə)ri əd
mʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of taking someone
into a psychiatric hospital with the person’s
consent
voluntary
movement
/ vɒlənt(ə)ri
mu vmənt/ noun a movement directed by the
person’s willpower, using voluntary muscles,
e.g. walking or speaking
voluntary muscle / vɒlənt(ə)ri m"s(ə)l/
noun a muscle which is consciously controlled. It is usually made up of striated fibres.
volsella



volume



voluntary



voluntary admission





voluntary movement



voluntary muscle



COMMENT: Voluntary muscles work in pairs,
where one contracts and pulls, while the other
relaxes to allow the bone to move.
volunteer /vɒlən tə/ noun a person who ofvolunteer





fers to do something for free, without being
paid 쑗 The hospital relies on volunteers to
help with sports for disabled children. 쑗 They
are asking for volunteers to test the new cold
cure. 쐽 verb to offer to do something for free 쑗
The research team volunteered to test the new
drug on themselves.
volvulus / vɒlvjυləs/ noun a condition in
which a loop of intestine is twisted and
blocked, so cutting off its blood supply
vomer / vəυmə/ noun a thin flat vertical bone
in the septum of the nose
vomica / vɒmkə/ noun 1. a cavity in the
lungs containing pus 2. the act of vomiting pus
from the throat or lungs
vomit / vɒmt/ noun partly digested food
which has been brought up from the stomach
into the mouth 쑗 His bed was covered with
vomit. 쑗 She died after choking on her own
vomit. Also called vomitus 쐽 verb to bring up
partly digested food from the stomach into the
mouth 쑗 He had a fever, and then started to
vomit. 쑗 She vomited her breakfast.
vomiting / vɒmtŋ/ noun the act of bringing
up vomit into the mouth. Also called emesis
vomitus / vɒmtəs/ noun same as vomit
von Hippel-Lindau syndrome /vɒn
hp(ə)l lndaυ sndrəυm/ noun a disease in
which angiomas of the brain are related to angiomas and cysts in other parts of the body
von Recklinghausen’s disease /vɒn
reklŋhaυz(ə)nz dzi z/ noun 1. same as
neurofibromatosis 2. same as osteitis fibrosis
volvulus



vomer



vomica



vomit



vomiting



vomitus



von Hippel-Lindau syndrome

volition /və lʃ(ə)n/ noun the ability to use
the will
Volkmann’s canal / fɒlkmɑ nz kənl/
noun a canal running horizontally through
compact bone, carrying blood to the Haversian
systems [After Richard von Volkmann (1830–
volition



Volkmann’s canal





89), German surgeon]

Volkmann’s contracture / fɒlkmɑ nz kən
trktʃə/ noun a fibrosis and tightening of the
Volkmann’s contracture





von Recklinghausen’s disease





cystica [Described 1882. After Friedrich Daniel
von Recklinghausen (1833–1910), Professor of
Pathology at Strasbourg, France.]
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von Willebrand’s disease /vɒn vl
brndz dzi z/ noun a hereditary blood disease, occurring in both sexes, in which the mucous membrane starts to bleed without any apparent reason. It is caused by a deficiency of a
clotting factor in the blood, called von Willebrand’s factor. [Described 1926. After E. A. von
von Willebrand’s disease





Willebrand (1870–1949), Finnish physician.]
von Willebrand’s factor /vɒn vl
brndz fktə/ noun a protein substance in
von Willebrand’s factor



plasma involved in platelet aggregation
voyeurism / vwa! rz(ə)m/ noun a condition in which a person experiences sexual
pleasure by watching others having intercourse
VSD abbr ventricular septal defect
vu /vu / 쏡 déjà vu
vulgaris /v"l &eərs/ 쏡 lupus vulgaris
vulnerable / v"ln(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adjective likely
to catch a disease because of being in a weakvoyeurism



VSD

vu

vulgaris



vulnerable



ened state 쑗 Premature babies are especially
vulnerable to infection.
vulsella /v"l selə/, vulsellum /v"l seləm/
noun same as volsella
vulv- /v"lv/ prefix referring to the vulva (used
vulsella





vulv-

before vowels)
vulva / v"lvə/ noun a woman’s external sexuvulva



al organs, at the opening leading to the vagina.

쒁 kraurosis vulvae (NOTE: For other terms referring to the vulva, see words beginning with episi-.)
COMMENT: The vulva is formed of folds (the labia), surrounding the clitoris and the entrance
to the vagina.
vulvectomy /v"l vektəmi/ noun a surgical
vulvectomy



operation to remove the vulva
vulvitis /v"l vats/ noun inflammation of
the vulva, causing intense irritation
vulvovaginitis /v"lvəυvd nats/ noun
inflammation of the vulva and vagina
vulvitis



vulvovaginitis
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wad /wɒd/ noun a pad of material used to put
on a wound 쑗 The nurse put a wad of absorbent cotton over the sore.
wadding / wɒdŋ/ noun material used to
make a wad 쑗 Put a layer of cotton wadding
over the eye.
waist /west/ noun the narrow part of the
body below the chest and above the buttocks
wait /wet/ verb to stay somewhere until
something happens or someone arrives 쑗 He
has been waiting for his operation for six
months. 쑗 There are ten patients waiting to see
Dr Smith.
waiting list / wetŋ lst/ noun a list of people waiting for admission to hospital usually
for treatment of non-urgent disorders 쑗 The
length of waiting lists for non-emergency surgery varies enormously from one region to another. 쑗 It is hoped that hospital waiting lists
will get shorter.
waiting room / wetŋ ru m/ noun a room at
a doctor’s or dentist’s surgery where people
wait 쑗 Please sit in the waiting room – the
doctor will see you in ten minutes.
waiting time / wetŋ tam/ noun the period
between the time when someone’s name has
been put on the waiting list and his or her admission into hospital
wake /wek/ verb 1. to interrupt someone’s
sleep 쑗 The nurse woke the patient. or The patient was woken by the nurse. 2. to stop sleeping 쑗 The patient had to be woken to have his
injection. (NOTE: waking – woke – woken)
wakeful / wekf(ə)l/ adjective wide awake,
not wanting to sleep
wakefulness / wekfυlnəs/ noun the condition of being wide awake
wake up /wek "p/ verb to stop sleeping, or
stop someone sleeping 쑗 The old man woke up
in the middle of the night and started calling
for the nurse.
Waldeyer’s ring /vɑ ldaəz rŋ/ noun a
ring of lymphoid tissue made by the tonsils
and adenoid [Described 1884. After Heinrich
wad

wadding



waist

wait

waiting list



waiting room



waiting time



wake

wakeful



wakefulness



wake up



Waldeyer’s ring



Wilhelm Gottfried Waldeyer-Hartz (1836–1921),
German anatomist.]

walk /wɔ k/ verb to go on foot 쑗 The baby is
learning to walk. 쑗 He walked when he was
only eleven months old. 쑗 She can walk a few
steps with a Zimmer frame.
walking distance / wɔ kŋ dstəns/ noun
the distance which someone can walk before
they experience pain in their muscles, which
shows the effectiveness of the blood supply to
their legs
walking frame / wɔ kŋ frem/ noun a metal
frame used by people who have difficulty in
walking. 쒁 Zimmer frame
wall /wɔ l/ noun the side part of an organ or a
passage in the body 쑗 An ulcer formed in the
wall of the duodenum. 쑗 The doctor made an
incision in the abdominal wall. 쑗 They removed a fibroma from the wall of the uterus or
from the uterine wall.
wall eye / wɔ l a/, walleye noun an eye
which is very pale or which is squinting so
strongly that only the white sclera is visible
Wangensteen tube / wŋ&ənsti n tju b/
noun a tube which is passed into the stomach
to remove the stomach’s contents by suction
walk

walking distance



walking frame



wall

wall eye



Wangensteen tube



[Described 1832. After Owen Harding Wangensteen (1898–1980), US surgeon.]
ward /wɔ d/ noun a room or set of rooms in a
hospital, with beds for the patients 쑗 He is in
Ward 8B. 쑗 The children’s ward is at the end
ward

of the corridor.
ward manager / wɔ d mndə/ noun a
nurse in charge of a ward
ward nurse / wɔ d n! s/ noun a nurse who
works in a hospital ward
ward sister / wɔ d sstə/ noun a senior
nurse in charge of a ward
warfarin / wɔ f(ə)rn/ noun a colourless
crystalline compound used to help prevent the
blood clotting
warm /wɔ m/ adjective quite hot, pleasantly
hot 쑗 The patients need to be kept warm in
cold weather.
warn /wɔ n/ verb to tell someone that a danger
is possible 쑗 The children were warned about
the dangers of solvent abuse. 쑗 The doctors
warned her that her husband would not live
more than a few weeks.
ward manager



ward nurse



ward sister



warfarin



warm

warn
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warning / wɔ nŋ/ noun written or spoken information about a danger 쑗 There’s a warning
on the bottle of medicine, saying that it should
be kept away from children. 쑗 Each packet of
cigarettes has a government health warning
printed on it. 쑗 The health department has given out warnings about the danger of hypothermia.
wart /wɔ t/ noun a small hard harmless
growth on the skin, usually on the hands, feet
or face, caused by a virus (NOTE: Warts on the
warning



wart

feet are called verrucas.)
washbasin / wɒʃbes(ə)n/ noun a bowl in a

kitchen or bathroom where you can wash your
hands
washout / wɒʃaυt/ noun a thorough cleaning
with a liquid, especially water
Wassermann reaction / wɒsəmn r
kʃ(ə)n/, Wassermann test / wɒsəmn
test/ noun a blood serum test to see if someone
has syphilis. Abbr WR [Described 1906. After
washout



Wassermann reaction





August Paul von Wassermann (1866–1925),
German bacteriologist.]
waste /west/ adjective referring to material
or matter which is useless 쑗 The veins take
waste

blood containing waste carbon dioxide back
into the lungs. 쑗 Waste matter is excreted in
the faeces or urine. 쐽 verb to use more of
something than is needed 쑗 The hospital kitchens try not to waste a lot of food.
waste away /west ə we/ verb to become
thinner 쑗 When he caught the disease he simply wasted away.
waste product /west prɒd"kt/ noun a
substance which is not needed in the body and
is excreted in urine or faeces
wasting / westŋ/ noun a condition in which
a person or a limb loses weight and becomes
thin
wasting disease / westŋ dzi z/ noun a
disease which causes severe loss of weight or
reduction in size of an organ
water / wɔ tə/ noun 1. the liquid essential to
life which makes up a large part of the body 쑗
Can I have a glass of water please? 쑗 They
suffered dehydration from lack of water. 왍 water on the knee fluid in the knee joint under
the kneecap, caused by a blow on the knee 2.
urine (informal ) 쑗 He passed a lot of water during the night. 쑗 She noticed blood streaks in
her water. 쑗 The nurse asked him to give a
sample of his water. 쐽 plural noun waters the
fluid in the amnion in which a fetus floats
(informal ) Also called amniotic fluid 쐽 verb (of
the eyes) to fill with tears or saliva (NOTE: For
waste away



waste product



wasting



wasting disease





water bed



waterbrash









water balance

water-hammer pulse

washbasin



water balance / wɔ tə bləns/ noun a state
where the water lost by the body, e.g. in urine
or sweat, is made up by water absorbed from
food and drink
water bed / wɔ tə bed/ noun a mattress
made of a large heavy plastic bag filled with
water, used to prevent bedsores
waterbrash / wɔ təbrʃ/ noun a condition
caused by dyspepsia, in which there is a burning feeling in the stomach and the mouth suddenly fills with acid saliva
water-hammer pulse / wɔ tə hmə p"ls/
noun same as Corrigan’s pulse
Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome /
wɔ təhaυs fri dərksən sndrəυm/ noun a
condition caused by blood poisoning with
meningococci, in which the tissues of the adrenal glands die and haemorrhage [Described



water



other terms referring to water, see words beginning with hydr-, hydro-.)
COMMENT: Since the body is formed of about
50% water, the average adult needs to drink
about 2.5 litres (5 pints) of fluid each day. Water taken into the body is passed out again as
urine or sweat.

Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome



1911 by Rupert Waterhouse (1873–1958), physician at Bath, UK; described 1918 by Carl
Friderichsen (b. 1886), Danish physician]
watering eye /wɔ tərŋ a/ noun an eye
watering eye



which fills with tears because of an irritation
waterproof / wɔ təpru f/ adjective not allowing water through 쑗 Put a waterproof sheet
on the baby’s bed.
water sac / wɔ tə sk/ noun 쏡 amnion
Waterston’s
operation / wɔ təstənz
ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to
treat Fallot’s tetralogy, in which the right pulmonary artery is joined to the ascending aorta
waterproof



water sac



Waterston’s operation



[After David James Waterston (1910–85), paediatric surgeon in London, UK]
waterworks / wɔ təw! ks/ plural noun same
as urinary system (informal )
watery / wɔ t(ə)ri/ adjective liquid, like water
쑗 He passed some watery stools.
Watson-Crick helix /wɒts(ə)n krk
hi lks/ noun a molecular model for DNA in
waterworks



watery



Watson-Crick helix



which the organic base pairs are linked by hydrogen bonds which form the rungs of a ladder
spiralling in the form of a helix
Watson knife /wɒtsən naf/ noun a type of
very sharp surgical knife for skin transplants
wax /wks/ noun a soft yellow substance produced by bees or made from petroleum
WBC abbr white blood cell
weak /wi k/ adjective not strong 쑗 After his
illness he was very weak. 쑗 She is too weak to
dress herself. 쑗 He is allowed to drink weak
tea or coffee.
weaken / wi kən/ verb to make something or
someone weak, or become weak 쑗 He was
weakened by the disease and could not resist
further infection. 쑗 The swelling is caused by
a weakening of the wall of the artery.
weakness / wi knəs/ noun the fact of lacking strength 쑗 The doctor noticed the weakness of the patient’s pulse.
weak pulse /wi k p"ls/ noun a pulse which
is not strong, which is not easy to feel
Watson knife



wax

WBC

weak

weaken



weakness



weak pulse
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weal /wi l/ noun a small area of skin which
swells because of a sharp blow or an insect bite
wean /wi n/ verb to make a baby stop breastfeeding and take other liquid or solid food, or
to make a baby start to eat solid food after having only had liquids to drink 쑗 The baby was
breastfed for two months and then was gradually weaned onto the bottle.
wear /weə/ verb to become damaged through
being used 쑗 The cartilage of the knee was
worn from too much exercise. (NOTE: wearing –
weal

wean

wear

wore – worn)

wear and tear /weər ən teə/ noun the normal use which affects an organ 쑗 A heart has
to stand a lot of wear and tear. 쑗 The wear and
tear of a strenuous job has begun to affect his
heart.
wear off /weər ɒf/ verb to disappear gradually 쑗 The effect of the painkiller will wear off
after a few hours. 쑗 He started to open his
eyes, as the anaesthetic wore off.
webbing / webŋ/ noun the condition of having an extra membrane of skin joining two
structures in the body together
Weber-Christian
disease
/vebə
krstʃən dzi z/ noun a type of panniculitis
where the liver and spleen become enlarged
wear and tear



wear off



webbing



Weber-Christian disease





[After Frederick Parkes Weber (1863–1962),
British physician; Henry Asbury Christian
(1876–1951), US physician]
Weber’s test / vebəz test/ noun a test to see
Weber’s test



if both ears hear correctly, where a tuning fork
is struck and the end placed on the head [After
Friedrich Eugen Weber-Liel (1832–91), German
otologist]
web space / web spes/ noun the soft tissue
web space



between the bases of the fingers and toes
Wechsler scales / vekslə skelz/ plural
noun a set of standardised scales for measuring
someone’s IQ. There are three separate versions developed for different age groups.
wee /wi / verb same as urinate (informal )
weep /wi p/ verb 1. to cry 2. (of a wound ) to
ooze fluid
Wegener’s granulomatosis /ve&ənəz
&rnjυləυmə təυss/ noun a disease of connective tissue, where the nasal passages, lungs
and kidneys are inflamed and ulcerated, with
formation of granulomas. It is usually fatal.
weigh /we/ verb 1. to measure how heavy
something is 쑗 The nurse weighed the baby on
the scales. 2. to have a particular weight 쑗 She
weighed seven pounds (3.5 kilos) at birth. 쑗 A
woman weighs less than a man of similar
height. 쑗 The doctor asked him how much he
weighed. 쑗 I weigh 120 pounds or I weigh 54
kilos.
weight /wet/ noun 1. how heavy someone or
something is 쑗 What’s the patient’s weight? 왍
her weight is only 105 pounds she weighs
only 105 pounds 왍 to lose weight to get thinner 쑗 She’s trying to lose weight before she
Wechsler scales



wee

weep

Wegener’s granulomatosis





weigh

weight

Werdnig-Hoffmann disease

goes on holiday. 왍 to put on weight to become
fatter 쑗 He’s put on a lot of weight in the last
few months. 왍 to gain in weight to become
fatter or heavier 2. something which is heavy 쑗
Don’t lift heavy weights, you may hurt your
back.
weight gain / wet &en/ noun the fact of
becoming fatter or heavier
weight loss / wet lɒs/ noun the fact of losing weight or of becoming thinner 쑗 Weight
loss can be a symptom of certain types of cancer.
Weil-Felix reaction /val felks r
kʃən/, Weil-Felix test /val felks test/
noun a test to see if someone has typhus, in
which the person’s serum is tested for antibodies against Proteus vulgaris [Described 1916.
weight gain



weight loss



Weil-Felix reaction







After Edmund Weil (1880–1922) Austrian physician and bacteriologist; Arthur Felix (1887–
1956), British bacteriologist.]
Weil’s disease / valz d zi z/ noun same as
leptospirosis [Described 1886. After Adolf Weil
(1848–1916), physician in Estonia who also
practised in Wiesbaden, Germany.]
welder’s flash /weldəz flʃ/ noun a condiWeil’s disease





welder’s flash



tion in which the eye is badly damaged by very
bright light
welfare / welfeə/ noun 1. good health, good
living conditions 쑗 They look after the welfare
of the old people in the town. 2. money paid by
the government to people who need it 쑗 He exists on welfare payments.
well /wel/ adjective healthy 쑗 He’s not a well
man. 쑗 You’re looking very well after your
holiday. 쑗 He’s quite well again after his flu.
쑗 She’s not very well, and has had to stay in
bed.
well-baby clinic /wel bebi klnk/ noun a
clinic where parents can ask a doctor or nurse
any questions they have about their child’s
growth and development. Their babies can be
weighed and measured and their development
monitored.
wellbeing / wel bi ŋ/ noun the state of being in good health and having good living conditions 쑗 She is responsible for the wellbeing
of the patients under her care.
well-man clinic /wel mn klnk/ noun a
clinic just for men where they can get checkups, advice and health information
well-woman clinic /wel wυmən klnk/
noun a clinic which specialises in preventive
medicine for women, e.g. breast screening and
cervical smear tests, and gives advice on pregnancy, contraception and the menopause
wen /wen/ noun a cyst which forms in a sebaceous gland
Werdnig-Hoffmann disease /v! dn&
hɒfmən dzi z/ noun a disease in which the
spinal muscles atrophy, making the muscles of
the shoulders, arms and legs weak. In its most
severe form, infants are born floppy, have
welfare



well

well-baby clinic



wellbeing



well-man clinic



well-woman clinic



wen

Werdnig-Hoffmann disease
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feeding and breathing problems and rarely live
more than two or three years.
Werner’s syndrome / w! nəz sndrəυm/
noun an inherited disorder involving premature ageing, persistent hardening of the skin,
underdevelopment of the sex organs and cataracts
Wernicke-Korsakoff syndrome /v! nkə
kɔ səkɒf sndrəυm/ noun a form of brain
damage caused by severe nutritional deficiencies in people with long-term alcoholism
Wernicke’s encephalopathy /v! nkəz
enkefə lɒpəθi/ noun a condition caused by
lack of Vitamin B, which often affects alcoholics and in which the person is delirious, moves
the eyes about rapidly, walks unsteadily and is
subject to constant vomiting [Described 1875.
Werner’s syndrome



Wernicke-Korsakoff syndrome



Wernicke’s encephalopathy







After Karl Wernicke (1848–1905), Breslau psychiatrist and neurologist.]
Wertheim’s operation / v! thamz ɒpə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun a surgical operation to remove
Wertheim’s operation





the uterus, the lymph nodes which are next to
it and most of the vagina, the ovaries and the
Fallopian tubes, as treatment for cancer of the
uterus [Described 1900. After Ernst Wertheim
(1864–1920), Austrian gynaecologist.]

West Nile fever /west nal fi və/ noun a
mosquito-borne viral infection which causes
fever, pains, enlarged lymph nodes and sometimes inflammation of the brain
wet /wet/ adjective not dry, covered in liquid
쑗 He got wet waiting for the bus in the rain
and caught a cold. 쑗 The baby has nappy rash
from wearing a wet nappy. 쐽 verb to make the
bed wet by urinating while asleep 쑗 He is eight
years old and he still wets his bed every night.
wet beriberi /wet beri beri/ noun beriberi
in which the body swells with oedema
wet burn /wet b! n/ noun same as scald
wet dream /wet dri m/ noun same as nocturWest Nile fever



wet

wet beriberi





wet burn

wet dream

nal emission

wet dressing /wet dresŋ/ noun 쏡 comwet dressing



press

wheezing / wi zŋ/ noun whistling noises in
the bronchi when breathing. Wheezing is often
found in people with asthma and is also associated with bronchitis and heart disease.
wheezy / wi zi/ adjective making a whistling
sound when breathing 쑗 She was quite wheezy
when she stopped running.
whiplash injury / wplʃ ndəri/ noun an
injury to the vertebrae in the neck, caused
when the head jerks backwards, often occurring in a car that is struck from behind
whiplash shake syndrome /wplʃ ʃek
sndrəυm/ noun in young babies, a series of
internal head injuries caused by being shaken
violently. They can result in brain damage
leading to speech and learning disabilities, paralysis, seizures, blindness and hearing loss.
They are often life-threatening.
Whipple’s disease / wp(ə)lz dzi z/ noun
a disease in which someone has difficulty in
absorbing nutrients and passes fat in the faeces, the joints are inflamed and the lymph
glands enlarged [Described 1907. After George
wheezing



wheezy



whiplash injury



whiplash shake syndrome



Whipple’s disease





Hoyt Whipple (1878–1976), US pathologist. Nobel prize for Pathology and Medicine 1934.]
Whipple’s operation / wp(ə)lz ɒpəre*
ʃ(ə)n/ noun same as pancreatectomy
whipworm / wpw! m/ noun same as Trichuris
white /wat/ adjective of a colour like snow or
milk 쑗 White patches developed on his skin. 쑗
Her hair has turned quite white. (NOTE: whiter
– whitest) 쐽 noun the main part of the eye
which is white 쑗 The whites of his eyes turned
Whipple’s operation





whipworm



white

yellow when he developed jaundice.
white blood cell /wat bl"d sel/ noun a
colourless blood cell which contains a nucleus
but has no haemoglobin, is formed in bone
marrow and creates antibodies. Abbr WBC.
Also called leucocyte
white commissure /wat kɒmsjυə/ noun
part of the white matter in the spinal cord near
the central canal
white corpuscle /wat kɔ p"s(ə)l/ noun
same as white blood cell
white finger /wat fŋ&ə/ noun a condition
in which a finger has a mottled discoloured appearance because its blood vessels are damaged. The thumb is usually not affected. Very
severe cases can result in finger loss. It occurs
most commonly in Raynaud’s disease.
whitehead / wathed/ noun a small white
swelling formed when a sebaceous gland becomes blocked
white leg /wat le&/ noun a condition which
affects women after childbirth, in which a leg
becomes pale and inflamed as a result of lymphatic obstruction. Also called milk leg,
white blood cell



white commissure



white corpuscle

Wharton’s duct /wɔ t(ə)nz d"kt/ noun a
duct which takes saliva into the mouth from
the salivary glands under the lower jaw [After
Wharton’s duct



Thomas Wharton (1614–73), English physician
and anatomist at St Thomas’s Hospital, London,
UK]
Wharton’s jelly /wɔ t(ə)nz deli/ noun a
Wharton’s jelly



jelly-like tissue in the umbilical cord
wheal /wi l/ same as weal
Wheelhouse’s operation / wi lhaυsz
ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun same as urethrotomy [Afwheal

Wheelhouse’s operation



ter Claudius Galen Wheelhouse (1826–1909),
British surgeon]
wheeze /wi z/ noun a whistling noise in the
bronchi 쑗 The doctor listened to his wheezes.
쐽 verb to make a whistling sound when breathing 쑗 When she has an attack of asthma, she
wheeze

wheezes and has difficulty in breathing.



white finger

whitehead



white leg

phlegmasia alba dolens
white matter / wat mtə/ noun nerve tiswhite matter



sue in the central nervous system which contains more myelin than grey matter
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white noise instrument /wat nɔz n
strυmənt/ noun a small electronic device
worn in the ear. It combines sounds of many
different frequencies. It is used to mask internal noise in the ear due to tinnitus.
whites /wats/ plural noun same as leucorwhite noise instrument



whites

rhoea (informal )

whitlow / wtləυ/ noun an inflammation
caused by infection near the nail in the fleshy
part of the tip of a finger. Also called felon
WHO abbr World Health Organization
whoop /wu p, hu p/ noun a loud noise made
when inhaling by a person who has whooping
cough
whooping cough / hu pŋ kɒf/ noun an infectious disease caused by Bordetella pertussis affecting the bronchial tubes, common in
children, and sometimes very serious. Also
called pertussis
whitlow



WHO

whoop

whooping cough



COMMENT: A person with whooping cough
coughs very badly and makes a characteristic
‘whoop’ when he or she breathes in after a
coughing fit. Whooping cough can lead to
pneumonia, and is treated with antibiotics.
Vaccination against whooping cough is given
to infants.
Widal reaction /vi dɑ l rkʃən/, Widal
test /vi dɑ l test/ noun a test to detect typhoid
Widal reaction







fever. A sample of the person’s blood is put
into a solution containing typhoid bacilli, or
anti-typhoid serum is added to a sample of bacilli from the person’s faeces. If the bacilli agglutinate, i.e. form into groups, this indicates
that the person has typhoid fever. [Described

1896. After Georges Fernand Isidore Widal
(1862–1929), French physician and teacher.]
Willis / wls/ 쏡 circle of Willis
willpower / wlpaυə/ noun the fact of having
a strong will 쑗 The patient showed the willWillis



willpower





power to start walking again unaided.
Wilms’ tumour / vlmz tju mə/ noun same
as nephroblastoma [Described 1899. After Max
Wilms’ tumour



Wilms (1867–1918), Professor of Surgery at
Leipzig, Basle and Heidelberg.]
Wilson’s disease / wlsənz dzi z/ noun a
Wilson’s disease





hereditary disease where copper deposits accumulate in the liver and the brain, causing cirrhosis. Also called hepatolenticular degener-

ation [Described 1912. After Samuel Alexander
Kinnier Wilson (1878–1937), British neurologist.]
wind /wnd/ noun 1. gas which forms in the
wind

digestive system and escapes through the anus
쑗 The baby is suffering from wind. Also called
flatus 2. an uncomfortable feeling caused by
the accumulation of gas in the upper digestive
system 쑗 He has pains in the stomach caused
by wind. Also called flatulence 왍 to break
wind to bring up gas from the stomach, or to
let gas escape from the anus
windburn / wndb! n/ noun redness and inflammation of the skin caused by exposure to
harsh wind
windburn



World Health Organization

window / wndəυ/ noun a small opening in
the ear
windpipe / wndpap/ noun same as trachea
wiring / waərŋ/ noun 1. a network of wires
2. a neurological or physiological structure or
process which controls a function in the body
3. the act of fixing a piece of bone in place using wires
wisdom tooth / wzdəm tu θ/ noun one of
the four teeth in the back of the jaw which only
appear at about the age of 20 and sometimes
do not appear at all. Also called third molar
witch hazel / wtʃ hez(ə)l/ noun a lotion
made from the bark of a tree, used to check
bleeding and harden inflamed tissue and bruises. Also called hamamelis
withdrawal /wð drɔ əl/ noun 1. a loss of interest in having contact with other people,
which leads to a person becoming isolated 2. a
period during which a person who has been
addicted to a drug stops taking it and experiences unpleasant symptoms
window



windpipe



wiring



wisdom tooth



witch hazel



withdrawal



‘…she was in the early stages of physical withdrawal
from heroin and showed classic symptoms: sweating, fever, sleeplessness and anxiety’ [Nursing
Times]
withdrawal
symptom
/wð drɔ əl
smptəm/ noun an unpleasant physical condiwithdrawal symptom



tion, e.g. vomiting, headaches or fever, which
occurs when someone stops taking an addictive drug
Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome /wυlf
pɑ kns(ə)n wat sndrəυm/ noun a condition within the heart’s conducting tissue which
makes the heart beat dangerously fast. It can
be fatal.
womb /wu m/ noun same as uterus (NOTE: For
Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome

womb

other terms referring to the womb, see words beginning with hyster-, hystero-, metr-, metro-,
uter-, utero-.)
women’s ward / wmnz wɔ d/, women’s
hospital / wmnz hɒspt(ə)l/ noun a ward or
hospital for female patients. 쒁 well-woman
clinic
Wood’s lamp / wυdz lmp/ noun an ultraviwomen’s ward





Wood’s lamp



olet lamp which allows a doctor to see fluorescence , e.g. in the hair of someone who has a
fungal infection [After Robert Williams Wood
(1868–1955), US physicist]

woolsorter’s disease / wυlsɔ təz dzi z/
noun a form of anthrax which affects the lungs
word blindness / w! d blandnəs/ noun
same as alexia
work-related upper limb disorder /w! k
rletd "pə lm dsɔ də/ same as repetitive strain injury. Abbr WRULD.
World Health Organization /w! ld helθ
ɔ &ənazeʃ(ə)n/ noun an organisation, part
of the United Nations, which aims to improve
health in the world. Abbr WHO
woolsorter’s disease





word blindness



work-related upper limb disorder







World Health Organization
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worm /w! m/ noun a long thin animal with no
legs or backbone, which can infest the human
body, especially the intestines
wound /wu nd/ noun damage to external tissue which allows blood to escape 쑗 He had a
knife wound in his leg. 쑗 The doctors sutured
the wound in his chest. 왍 gunshot wound
wound caused by a pellet or bullet from a gun
쐽 verb to harm someone by making a hole in
the tissue of the body 쑗 She was wounded
three times in the head.
wound dehiscence /wu nd di hs(ə)ns/
noun the splitting open of a surgical incision
wound healing / wu nd hi lŋ/ noun the replacement of dead tissue with new tissue
WR abbr Wassermann reaction
wrench /rentʃ/ verb to injure part of the body
by twisting it suddenly and forcibly
wrinkle / rŋkəl/ noun a fold in the skin
wrinkled / rŋkəld/ adjective covered with
wrinkles
wrist /rst/ noun a joint between the hand and
forearm 쑗 He sprained his wrist and can’t play
tennis tomorrow. See illustration at HAND in
Supplement (NOTE: For other terms referring to
worm

wound

wound dehiscence



wound healing



WR

wrench

wrinkle



wrinkled



wrist

the wrist, see words beginning with carp-, carpo-.)
COMMENT: The wrist is formed of eight small
bones in the hand which articulate with the
bones in the forearm. The joint allows the
hand to rotate and move downwards and
sideways. The joint is easily fractured or
sprained.
wrist drop / rst drɒp/ noun paralysis of the
wrist drop



wrist muscles, caused by damage to the radial
nerve in the upper arm, which causes the hand
to hang limp
wrist joint / rst dɔnt/ noun a place where
the wrist joins the arm
writer’s cramp /ratəz krmp/ noun a
painful spasm of the muscles in the forearm
and hand which comes from writing too much
writhe /rað/ verb 왍 to writhe in pain to twist
and turn because the pain is very severe
WRULD abbr work-related upper limb disorder
wry neck / ra nek/, wryneck noun same as
wrist joint



writer’s cramp



writhe

WRULD

wry neck



torticollis

Wuchereria /vυkə rəriə/ noun a type of
tiny nematode worm which infests the lymph
system, causing elephantiasis
Wuchereria
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xanth- /znθ/ prefix same as xantho- (used
xanth-

before vowels)

xanthaemia /zn θi miə/ noun same as carotenaemia (NOTE: The US spelling is xanthemia.)
xanthelasma /znθə lzmə/ noun the forxanthaemia



xanthelasma





mation of little yellow fatty tumours on the
eyelids
xanthine / znθi n/ noun 1. an intermediate
product in the breakdown of nucleic acids to
uric acid, found in blood, body tissue and urine
2. a derivative of xanthine, e.g. caffeine or theophylline
xantho- /znθəυ/ prefix yellow
xanthochromia /znθə krəυmiə/ noun
yellow colour of the skin as in jaundice
xanthoma /zn θəυmə/ noun a yellow fatty
mass, often on the eyelids and hands, found in
people with a high level of cholesterol in the
blood (NOTE: The plural is xanthomata.)
xanthomatosis /znθəmə təυss/ noun a
condition in which several small masses of
yellow fatty substance appear in the skin or
some internal organs, caused by an excess of
fat in the body
xanthopsia /zn θɒpsiə/ noun a disorder of
the eyes, making everything appear yellow
xanthosis /zn θəυss/ noun yellow colouring of the skin, caused by eating too much food
containing carotene
X chromosome / eks krəυməsəυm/ noun
a chromosome that determines sex. Compare Y
chromosome. 쒁 sex chromosome
xeno- /zenəυ/ prefix different
xenograft / zenə&rɑ ft/ noun tissue taken
from an individual of one species and grafted
on an individual of another species. Also
called heterograft. Opposite homograft
xenotransplantation /zenəυtrnsplɑ n
teʃ(ə)n/ noun the process of transplanting organs from one species to another, especially
from animals to humans
xero- /zərəυ/ prefix dry
xeroderma /zərə d! mə/ noun a skin disorder where dry scales form on the skin
xanthine



xantho-

xanthochromia





xanthoma



xanthomatosis





xanthopsia



xanthosis



X chromosome



xeno-

xenograft



xenotransplantation



xero-

xeroderma







xerophthalmia /zərɒf θlmiə/ noun a
condition of the eye, in which the cornea and
conjunctiva become dry because of a lack of
Vitamin A
xeroradiography
/ zərəυredi ɒ&rəfi/
noun an X-ray technique used in producing
mammograms on selenium plates
xerosis /z rəυss/ noun extreme dryness of
skin or mucous membrane
xerostomia /zərə stəυmiə/ noun dryness
of the mouth, caused by lack of a saliva
xiphi- /zf/ prefix relating to the xiphoid process
xiphisternal plane /zfst! n(ə)l plen/
noun an imaginary horizontal line across the
middle of the chest at the point where the xiphoid process starts
xiphisternum /zf st! nəm/ noun same as
xerophthalmia





xeroradiography







xerosis



xerostomia





xiphi-

xiphisternal plane





xiphisternum





xiphoid process

xiphoid process / zfɔd prəυses/, xiphoid cartilage / zfɔd kɑ tld/ noun the
bottom part of the breastbone which is cartilage in young people but becomes bone by
middle age. Also called ensiform cartilage, xixiphoid process





phisternum

X-linked / eks lŋkt/ adjective relating to the
genes situated on the X chromosome
X-linked disease / eks lŋkt dzi z/ noun
a genetic disorder caused by a mutation on the
X chromosome which only appears in males,
e.g. one form of haemophilia
X-ray / eks re/, x-ray noun 1. a ray with a
very short wavelength, which is invisible, but
can go through soft tissue and register as a
photograph on a film. X-rays are used in diagnosis in radiography, and in treating disease by
radiotherapy. 쑗 The X-ray examination
showed the presence of a tumour in the colon.
2. a photograph taken using X-rays 쑗 The dentist took some X-rays of the patient’s teeth. 쑗
He pinned the X-rays to the light screen. 3. an
examination in which X-ray photographs are
taken 쑗 All the staff had to have chest X-rays.
쐽 verb to take an X-ray photograph of a patient
쑗 There are six patients waiting to be X-rayed.
X-linked



X-linked disease





X-ray



COMMENT: Because X-rays go through soft tissue, it is sometimes necessary to make inter-
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nal organs opaque so that they will show up
on the film. In the case of stomach X-rays,
people take a barium meal before being photographed (contrast radiography); in other
cases, such as kidney X-rays, radioactive
substances are injected into the bloodstream
or into the organ itself. X-rays are used not
only in radiography for diagnosis but as a
treatment in radiotherapy as rapidly dividing
cells such as cancer cells are most affected.
Excessive exposure to X-rays, either as a person being treated, or as a radiographer, can
cause radiation sickness.
X-ray imaging / eks re mdŋ/ noun the
X-ray imaging



process of showing X-ray pictures of the inside of part of the body on a screen
X-ray photograph /eks re fəυtə&rɑ f/
noun a picture produced by exposing sensitive
film to X-rays 쑗 He was examining the X-ray
photographs of the patient’s chest.
X-ray screening / eks re skri nŋ/ noun a
method of gathering information about the
X-ray photograph



X-ray screening



body by taking images using X-rays. It is carried out by a radiographer or radiologist.
Xylocaine / zaləken/ a trade name for a
preparation of lignocaine
xylometazoline hydrochloride /zaləυ
mə tzəli n hadrə klɔ rad/, xylometazoline /zaləυmə tzəli n/ noun a drug which
helps to narrow blood vessels, used in the
treatment of colds and sinusitis
xylose / zaləυz/ noun pentose which has not
been metabolised
XYY syndrome /eks wa wa sndrəυm/
noun an extremely rare condition in males in
which they have two Y chromosomes instead
of one. They grow faster than normal, and their
final height is approximately 7cm above average. Many experience severe acne during adolescence.
Xylocaine



xylometazoline hydrochloride











xylose



XYY syndrome
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yawn /jɔ n/ noun a reflex action when tired or
sleepy, in which the mouth is opened wide and
after a deep intake of air, the breath exhaled
slowly 쑗 His yawns made everyone feel
sleepy. 쐽 verb to open the mouth wide and
breathe in deeply and then breathe out slowly
yawning / jɔ nŋ/ noun the act of opening the
mouth wide without conscious control and
slowly releasing a deep breath, usually a sign
of tiredness or boredom
yaws /jɔ z/ noun a tropical disease caused by
the spirochaete Treponema pertenue. Symptoms include fever with raspberry-like swellings on the skin, followed in later stages by
bone malformation. Also called framboesia,
pian. 쒁 treponematosis
Y chromosome / wa krəυməsəυm/ noun
a chromosome that determines sex, it is carried
by males and is shorter than an X chromosome. Compare X chromosome. 쒁 sex chroyawn

yawning



yaws

Y chromosome



mosome
yeast /ji st/ noun a fungus which is used in
yeast

the fermentation of alcohol and in making
bread. It is a good source of Vitamin B.
yellow / jeləυ/ adjective of a colour like that
of the sun or of gold 쑗 His skin turned yellow
when he had hepatitis. 쑗 The whites of the eyes
become yellow as a symptom of jaundice. 쐽
noun a colour like that of the sun or of gold
yellow atrophy /jeləυ trəfi/ noun an old
name for severe damage to the liver
yellow elastic fibrocartilage /jeləυ 
lstk fabrəυ kɑ tld/ noun flexible cartilage, e.g. in the ear and epiglottis
yellow



yellow atrophy



yellow elastic fibrocartilage







yellow fever / jeləυ fi və/ noun an infectious disease, occurring especially in Africa
and South America, caused by an arbovirus
carried by the mosquito Aedes aegypti. It affects the liver and causes jaundice. There is no
known cure and it can be fatal, but vaccination
can prevent it.
yellow fibre /jeləυ fabə/ noun same as
yellow fever



yellow fibre



elastic fibre
yellow marrow

yellow marrow noun 쏡 marrow
yellow spot / jeləυ spɒt/ noun same as macyellow spot



ula lutea

Yersinia pestis /j! sniə pests/ noun a
bacterium which causes plague
yin and yang /jn ənd jŋ/ noun the two
opposite and complementary principles of
Chinese philosophy which are thought to exist
in varying proportions in all things. They are
sometimes thought of as femininity and masculinity.
yoga / jəυ&ə/ noun 1. a Hindu discipline
which promotes spiritual unity with a Supreme
Being through a system of postures and rituals
2. any one of dozens of systems and methods
derived from or based on Hindu yoga. Many
include breathing exercises and postures
which are thought to aid health.
yolk sac / jəυk sk/ noun same as vitelline
Yersinia pestis



yin and yang



yoga



yolk sac



sac

yuppie flu /j"pi flu / noun 쏡 myalgic encephalomyelitis (informal )
yuppie flu
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Zadik’s operation / zedks ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun a surgical operation to remove the whole
of an ingrowing toenail
Zantac / zntk/ a trade name for ranitidine
zidovudine /z dəυvjυdi n/ noun azidothymidine or AZT, a drug used in the treatment of
AIDS, which helps to slow the progress of the
disease
Zimmer frame / zmə frem/ a trademark for
a metal frame used by people who have difficulty in walking 쑗 She managed to walk some
steps with a Zimmer frame. 쒁 walking frame
zinc /zŋk/ noun a white metallic trace element (NOTE: The chemical symbol is Zn.)
zinc ointment /zŋk ɔntmənt/ noun a
soothing ointment made of zinc oxide and oil
zinc oxide /zŋk ɒksad/ noun a compound
of zinc and oxygen, which forms a soft white
soothing powder used in creams and lotions
Zadik’s operation





Zantac



zidovudine



Zimmer frame



zinc

zinc ointment

zinc oxide

(NOTE: Its chemical formula is ZnO.)
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome /zɒlndər
els(ə)n sndrəυm/ noun a condition in
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome



which tumours are formed in the islet cells of
the pancreas together with peptic ulcers [Described 1955. After Robert Milton Zollinger (b.
1903), Professor of Surgery at Ohio State University, USA; Edwin H. Ellison (1918–70), Associate Professor of Surgery at Ohio State University, USA.]
zona / zəυnə/ noun 1. same as herpes zoster
2. a zone or area
zona pellucida /zəυnə p lu sdə/ noun a
zona



zona pellucida





membrane which forms around an ovum
zone /zəυn/ noun an area of the body
zonula / zɒnjυlə/, zonule / zɒnju l/ noun a
small area of the body
zonule of Zinn /zɒnju l əv zn/ noun a suspensory ligament of the lens of the eye
zonulolysis /zɒnju lɒləss/ noun the removal of a zonule by dissolving it
zone

zonula





zonule of Zinn



zonulolysis





zoo- /zəυ/ prefix relating to animals
zoonosis /zəυɒ nəυss/ noun a disease
which a human can catch from an animal
zoo-

zoonosis





(NOTE: The plural is zoonoses.)
zoster / zɒstə/ 쏡 herpes zoster
Z-plasty / zed plsti/ noun a technique used
zoster



Z-plasty



in plastic surgery. A deep Z-shaped incision is
made to relieve tension in the area of a scar, or
to change the direction of a scar.
zygoma /za &əυmə/ noun same as zygomatzygoma



ic arch (NOTE: The plural is zygomata.)
zygomatic /za&ə mtk/ adjective referzygomatic





ring to the zygomatic arch
zygomatic arch /za&əmtk ɑ tʃ/ noun
the ridge of bone across the temporal bone,
running between the ear and the bottom of the
eye socket. Also called zygoma
zygomatic bone /za&əmtk bəυn/ noun
a bone which forms the prominent part of the
cheek and the lower part of the eye socket.
Also called cheekbone, malar bone
zygomatic process /za&əmtk prəυs*
es/ noun one of the bony projections which
form the zygomatic arch
zygomycosis /za&əma kəυss/ noun a
disease caused by a fungus which infests the
blood vessels in the lungs
zygote / za&əυt/ noun a fertilised ovum, the
first stage of development of an embryo
zym- /zam/ prefix (used before vowels) 1. enzymes 2. fermentation
zymogen / zaməden/ noun same as proenzygomatic arch



zygomatic bone



zygomatic process



zygomycosis





zygote



zym-

zymogen



zyme

zymosis /za məυss/ noun same as fermenzymosis



tation

zymotic /za mɒtk/ adjective referring to zymosis
zymotic



SUPPLEMENT

Anatomical Terms
The body is always described as if standing upright with the palms of the hands
facing forward. There is only one central vertical plane, termed the median or
sagittal plane, and this passes through the body from front to back. Planes parallel
to this on either side are parasagittal or paramedian planes. Vertical planes at right
angles to the median are called coronal planes. The term horizontal (or transverse)
plane speaks for itself. Two specific horizontal planes are (a) the transpyloric,
midway between the suprasternal notch and the symphysis pubis, and (b) the
transtubercular or intertubercular plane, which passes through the tubercles of the
iliac crests. Many other planes are named from the structures they pass through.
Views of the body from some different points are shown on the diagram; a view of
the body from above is called the superior aspect, and that from below is the
inferior aspect.
Cephalic means toward the head; caudal refers to positions (or in a direction)
towards the tail. Proximal and distal refer to positions respectively closer to and
further from the centre of the body in any direction, while lateral and medial relate
more specifically to relative sideways positions, and also refer to movements.
Ventral refers to the abdomen, front or anterior, while dorsal relates to the back of a
part or organ. The hand has a dorsal and a palmar surface, and the foot a dorsal and
a plantar surface.
Note that flexion of the thigh moves it forward while flexion of the leg moves it
backwards; the movements of extension are similarly reversed. Movement and
rotation of limbs can be medial, which is with the front moving towards the centre
line, or lateral, which is in the opposite direction. Specific terms for limb
movements are adduction, towards the centre line, and abduction, which is away
from the centre line. Other specific terms are supination and pronation for the hand,
and inversion and eversion for the foot.

1. thyroid cartilage
2. cricoid cartilage
3. trachea
4. main bronchus
5. superior lobe bronchus
6. middle lobe bronchus
7. inferior lobe bronchus

8. superior lobe
9. middle lobe
10. inferior lobe
11. oblique fissure
12. horizontal fissure
13. cardiac notch

LUNGS
14. visceral pleura
15. parietal pleura
16. pleural cavity
17. alveolus
18. alveolar duct
19. bronchiole

1. superior vena cava
2. inferior vena cava
3. right atrium
4. left atrium
5. right ventricle

HEART
6. left ventricle
7. aorta
8. tricuspid valve
9. bicuspid valve
10. pulmonary artery

11. pulmonary veins
12. epicardium
13. myocardium
14. endocardium
15. septum

1. liver
2. pancreas
3. spleen
4. gall bladder
5. stomach
6. duodenum

7. jejunum
8. ileum
9. ascending colon
10. transverse colon
11. descending colon

12. sigmoid colon
13. caecum
14. appendix
15. rectum
16. anus

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

1. kidney
2. calyx
3. pyramid
4. renal cortex

KIDNEY
5. renal medulla
6. renal pelvis
7. adrenal gland
8. abdominal aorta

9. inferior vena cava
10. ureter
11. urinary bladder

(a) multipolar
(b) bipolar
1. nucleus
5. axon
2. Nissl granules
6. myelin sheath
3. neurofibrilla
7. Schwann cell nucleus
4. dendrite

NEURON
(c) unipolar
8. node of Ranvier
9. neurilemma
10. terminal branch

1. corpus callosum
2. thalamus
3. hypothalamus
4. pineal body

BRAIN
5. pituitary gland
6. superior colliculi
7. inferior colliculi
8. cerebellum

9. cerebral peduncle
10. fornix cerebri
11. pons

1. pinna
6. cochlea
2. temporal bone
7. Eustachian tube
3. external auditory meatus 8. malleus
4. ceruminous glands
9. incus
5. semicircular canals
10. stapes

EAR
11. tympanic membrane (eardrum)
12. round window
13. auditory nerve
14. vestibule
15. oval window

1. optic nerve
2. vitreous humour
3. sclera
4. choroid
5. retina
6. conjunctiva

7. aqueous humour
8. lens
9. iris
10. cornea
11. ciliary body

EYE
12. suspensory ligament
13. fovea
14. muscle
15. ciliary muscle
16. pupil

1. penis
2. scrotum
3. testis
4. epididymis
5. ductus deferens
6. seminal vesicle

7. ejaculatory duct
8. prostate gland
9. glans
10. urinary bladder
11. urethra

12. rectum
13. anus
14. corpus cavernosum
15. corpus songiosum
16. pubic bone

UROGENITAL SYSTEM (male)

1. pubic bone
2. labia majora
3. labia minora
4. urethra

5. urinary bladder
6. vagina
7. uterus
8. Fallopian tube

9. ovary
10. clitoris
11. rectum
12. anus

UROGENITAL SYSTEM (female)

4. cuneiforms

5. navicular
6. cuboid

1. tarsus

2. metatarsus
3. phalanges

FOOT
8. talus

7. calcaneus

6. triquetrum

7. pisiform
8. trapezium
9. trapezoid
10. capitate

1. carpus

2. metacarpus
3. phalanges
4. scaphoid
5. lunate

HAND
12. ulna
13. radius
14. wrist

11. hamate

3. premolars

4. molars

1. incisors

2. canines

TEETH
1. iliac crest
2. ilium
3. ischium
4. pubis

5. sacrum
6. vertebral column
7. femur

PELVIS
8. hip joint
9. sacral foramen
10. obturator foramen

1. bone
2. articular cartilage
3. synovial membrane

4. synovial cavity and fluid
5. joint capsule (ligament)

SYNOVIAL JOINT
1. intervertebral disc
2. vertebra

3. hyaline cartilage

CARTILAGINOUS JOINT

1. periosteum
2. compact bone
3. cancellous (spongy)
bone (red marrow)

4. medullary cavity
(yellow marrow)
5. articular cartilage
6. epiphysis
7. diaphysis

BONE STRUCTURE
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